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Peter Beck Is Named Executive Director of

U.S. Committee for Human Rights in North Korea
Beck Succeeds Outgoing Executive Director Debra Liang-Fenton

Washington, D.C. – The board of directors of the U.S. Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, a leading human rights research and advocacy organization, has chosen Peter Beck as the group’s new executive director.  He will join the Committee on July 23rd.

“Peter is a well-known and respected Korea expert, and is fully committed to continuing the human rights mission of the Committee,” said Stephen J. Solarz, the Committee’s co-chair, with Richard V. Allen. “The board has full faith in his abilities to maintain the Committee’s momentum and to continue to expand our efforts and influence in the United States and abroad.  

“Under Peter’s leadership, the organization will certainly continue to be one of the world’s leading voices on the issue of human rights in North Korea,” added Allen.

As executive director, Beck will be responsible for the strategic planning and implementation of the Committee’s mission, oversight of its day-to-day operations, fundraising and programmatic operations, including determining and shaping policy, and coordinating media, government and business relations worldwide.

“I look forward to continuing the work of the Committee to alleviate the suffering of the North Korean people,” said Beck.  “The Committee’s efforts have drawn U.S. and international attention to North Korea’s vast and inhumane gulag system for political prisoners, the redirecting of food aid for other purposes while its people go hungry, and the need for UN action, particularly within the Security Council.”

“I look forward to working with the board, the researchers and the human rights community to focus more attention on the North Korean people, and drive world demand for action to alleviate their suffering,” he added.

Beck comes to the Committee after serving in Seoul, South Korea, as Northeast Asia director of the International Crisis Group. He is currently an adjunct faculty member at Georgetown, American and Ewha (Seoul) Universities. Previously, Beck was the director of research at the Korea Economic Institute and was a columnist for the Donga Ilbo in Seoul, and is currently a columnist for the Korea Herald. 

Beck succeeds Debra Liang-Fenton as executive director. Liang-Fenton held the position for five and a half years, and was the Committee’s founding executive director. She has been elected to the Committee’s board of directors.
“I look forward to working with Peter to ensure a smooth transition at this important time for the human rights in North Korea movement,” said Liang-Fenton. “Because North Korea is one of the most closed societies in the world, the Committee, its staff and researchers will remain an important source of information on the status of the North Korean people, as well as serving as a voice for the powerless.”

The U.S. Committee for Human Rights in North Korea is a leading organization in the field of North Korean human rights research and advocacy.
