








 

ABOUT THE COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
NORTH KOREA 
 
The Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK) is the leading U.S.-based 
nonpartisan, non-governmental organization (NGO) in the field of North Korean human 
rights research and advocacy, tasked with focusing international attention on human rights 
abuses in that country. It is HRNK’s mission to persistently remind policymakers, opinion 
leaders, and the general public that more than 20 million North Koreans need our 
attention. Since its establishment in October 2001, HRNK has played an important 
intellectual leadership role in North Korean human rights issues by publishing over 50 
major reports (available at https://www.hrnk.org/documentation/). Recent HRNK reports 
have addressed issues including North Korea’s overseas workers, the influx of outside 
information into North Korea and the regime’s response, the health and human rights of 
North Korean children, and North Korea’s political prison camps. 
 
HRNK is the first and only NGO that solely focuses on North Korean human rights issues to 
receive consultative status at the United Nations (UN). It was also the first organization to 
propose that the human rights situation in North Korea be addressed by the UN Security 
Council. HRNK was directly and actively involved in all stages of the process supporting the 
work of the UN Commission of Inquiry (COI) on North Korean human rights. Its reports 
have been cited numerous times in the report of the COI, the reports of the UN Special 
Rapporteur on North Korean human rights, a report by the UN Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, two reports of the UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres, and several U.S. Department of State Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
Human Rights Reports. HRNK has also regularly been invited to provide expert testimony 
before the U.S. Congress. 
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FOREWORD 
 
After its establishment in 2001, the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK) 
has assumed intellectual leadership of researching, investigating and reporting on the 
North Korean human rights situation. In addition to our reporting, HRNK has conducted 
robust outreach to think tanks, universities, civil society organizations, U.S. Government 
agencies, Congressional offices, members of the European Parliament, members of the 
South Korean National Assembly and the Japanese Diet as well as the UN, especially since 
acquiring UN ECOSOC consultative status in April 2018. 
 
As HRNK embarked on a mission to find out and tell the truth about North Korea’s human 
rights violations, our organization has relied on youthful energy and enthusiasm rather 
than large budgets. HRNK has trained around 450 interns over the past 14 years. Our 
research interns execute multiple tasks. One product that keeps attention constantly 
focused on our work and mission is our Daily Press, a daily compilation of relevant articles 
on Korean peninsula issues. This is entirely the mission of our interns, who take turns and 
work in teams to ensure not a single day is missed. 
 
The Daily Press requires effort, discipline, and teamwork. HRNK Managing Editor Albert 
Buixadé Farré had the brilliant idea of collecting and categorizing all headlines of the daily 
press issued throughout a calendar year and publishing them in one volume. We started 
this past June by publishing as a pilot project the first volume, covering the year 2023. Now 
we are expanding the series by launching four more volumes covering the years 2018, 2020, 
2021, and 2024. In this one, Albert has worked with HRNK research intern Marina 
DeCordre, covering the calendar year 2021.  
 
This will be an essential tool, meant to enable researchers and students of North Korea to 
get a firm grip on the timeline, nature, and implications of relevant developments 
throughout a given calendar year. 
 
Greg Scarlatoiu 
 
President and CEO 
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK) 
September 25, 2025 
 

 

5 



 

CREDITS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
This report is the result of the dedicated efforts of our team throughout 2021. Marina 
DeCordre and Albert Buixadé Farré contributed towards compiling the daily news digests 
and Marina DeCordre crafted its summary sections, helping to shape a comprehensive 
overview of the year’s events.  
 
We also acknowledge the diligent work of the authors listed below, who created the 
original daily news digests compiled in this report. Their commitment and expertise ensure 
that our readers remain well-informed about the latest developments.  
 
Michelle Dang 
Timothy Goo 
Grace Shin​
Jiwoo Hwang​
Nikita Rosemary 
Morrison-Young 
Maria D. Corte 
Carter Thompson 
Seshni Moodley 
Abraham Reiss 
David Shaw 
Kathy Yu 
Lauren Morrison 
Mindy Kim 

Sophia Hapin 
Veronica Coffey 
Yeji Chung 
Margaret Gillett 
Claire McCrea 
Irene Kang 
Scott Cho 
Jason Yoo 
Emalyn Atkins 
Audrey Gregg, 
Kathryn Wernke 
Madeline Hieneman 
Tristin Schultz 
Jeune Kim 

Lia Vincenzo 
Madeline Hieneman 
Damian Reddy 
Caroline Ward 
Juheung Kim 
Ella Startt 
Teresa Kim 
Rick Herssevoort 
Diletta De Luca 
Shruti Nallappa 
Doohyun Kim 
Maricarmen Corte 
 

 
Cover design by Samantha Garcia. 
Editorial direction, project management, and manuscript editing by Albert Buixadé Farré.  

 

6 



 

YEAR IN REVIEW  
 
This report is part of HRNK’s Year in Review series. The series is primarily composed of the 
annual North Korea and the World: A Year in Headlines reports, which present a curated 
collection of news coverage capturing global and regional developments related to North 
Korea.  This collection provides context for our work and for those in related fields, 1

ensuring that significant events are documented and their record preserved for reference. 
 
Through this series, HRNK seeks to provide a reliable resource for academics, 
policymakers, advocates, and others interested in the evolving landscape of North Korean 
human rights. 
 

 

1 As of September 2025, the following Year in Review – North Korea and the World: A Year in 
Headlines reports have been published (release date in parentheses) or are slated for imminent 
release: 2018, 2020, 2021, 2023 (June 2025), and 2024. 
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INTRODUCTION 
A. OVERVIEW 
 
The Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK) is dedicated to providing 
comprehensive and up-to-date information on developments related to North Korea 
through our daily email digests. This report consolidates an entire year’s worth of 
monitoring into a single, accessible document, offering valuable insights for the general 
public and researchers.  
 
The report is divided into three distinct parts: 

●​ Part I: A concise one-page executive summary offering a snapshot of the year’s key 
events and trends. 

●​ Part II: A four-page chronological account, organized by topic, providing a more 
detailed overview of the events of 2021. 

●​ Part III: The complete collection of daily news digests, spanning over one thousand 
pages, preserving the original content for in-depth research and reference. 

 
By organizing the information in this manner, we strive to accommodate various 
preferences for detail and to enhance the utility of the report for all readers. 
 

B. SCOPE OF NEWS COVERED 
 
HRNK staff compile a daily list of news articles focused on North Korea, its relations, key 
developments in the U.S.-South Korea relationship, and significant domestic events in 
South Korea. Most of the news is sourced from the following  outlets: 
 

 
●​ NK News: North Korea News  
●​ Korea JoongAng Daily 
●​ The Korea Times 
●​ The Korea Herald 
●​ Radio Free Asia 
●​ 38 North 
●​ BBC  
●​ The Guardian 
●​ The Daily Telegraph 
●​ Reuters  
●​ Associated Press News 
●​ CNN 

●​ The National Interest 
●​ North Korea Leadership Watch 
●​ North Korea Economy Watch 
●​ The New York Times 
●​ PIIE: Peterson Institute for 

International Economics 
●​ UPI: United Press International 
●​ The Washington Post 
●​ HRNK Insider 
●​ Nikkei Asia 
●​ The Diplomat 
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PART I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

In 2021, North Korea faced worsening hardship as COVID-19 border closures, severe 
weather, and chronic agricultural weakness produced acute food shortages. Imports of 
food, fertilizer, and fuel were sharply limited, and the United Nations reported that more 
than 40 percent of the population was undernourished. Flooding from the previous year 
had reduced harvests, and Kim Jong-un acknowledged a “tense food situation” at a June 
party meeting. His slimmer appearance fueled speculation, and by midyear reports of 
malnutrition were widespread. By year’s end, Kim declared 2022 the “Year of Rural 
Development,” emphasizing self-reliance and rural industry. 

Despite domestic strains, Pyongyang pressed ahead with military development. Ballistic 
missile testing resumed in March, the first under the Biden administration, followed by a 
new long-range cruise missile in September and a submarine-launched ballistic missile in 
October. Rail-mobile launchers and short-range systems were also tested, consistent with 
Kim’s January pledge to expand nuclear capabilities. No nuclear detonations were reported 
in 2021. 

Politically, the Biden administration concluded its policy review, pledging a “calibrated, 
practical approach” and seeking dialogue. North Korea dismissed overtures, insisting on 
sanctions relief first. Inter-Korean ties followed a familiar pattern of fleeting progress and 
quick setbacks: Kim called for improved relations in January, hotlines were restored in July 
but cut again after U.S.–South Korean exercises in August, and though they reopened 
briefly in October, Pyongyang rejected Seoul’s proposal for a formal end-of-war declaration 
as “premature.” Kim Yo-jong alternated between condemnations and hints of conditional 
openness, reinforcing the regime’s tactical stance. 

Internationally, Russia and China pressed at the UN for sanctions relief, including a joint 
draft resolution in October, but the United States and allies blocked these efforts. Chinese 
aid shipments reportedly resumed in modest amounts, while Pyongyang emphasized 
solidarity with Beijing and Moscow. The UN Human Rights Council and General Assembly 
extended mandates on North Korea’s rights record, while NGOs explored new resettlement 
pathways for defectors, such as a Canadian private sponsorship program announced in 
October. 

Overall, 2021 in North Korea was marked by deepening food insecurity, continued military 
advances, and stalled diplomacy. The regime tightened internal control, rejected 
engagement without sanctions relief, and leaned on limited support from China and Russia. 
The year highlighted Pyongyang’s strategy of balancing severe domestic crises with 
demonstrations of military strength, while refusing meaningful engagement. The result was 
a worsening food situation and entrenched stalemate in international diplomacy..  
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PART II. CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 
 

 

A. IN NORTH KOREA 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS  
●​ January 4, 2021, Vaccine Application: North Korea submitted an application to 

secure coronavirus vaccines through a global program that assisted low-income 
countries. 

●​ April 18, 2021, U.S. Hearing on Rights: During an online hearing of the Tom Lantos 
Human Rights Commission in the U.S. Congress on South Korea's anti-leaflet law 
and North Korea’s human rights record, witness Gordon Chang stated in a media 
interview, “Korea’s democracy was being attacked by its own president.” 

●​ October 27, 2021, Refugee Sponsorship in Canada: A Toronto-based human rights 
organization announced a private sponsorship program to resettle North Korean 
refugees in Canada, making it the third country after South Korea and the United 
States to accept them. 

●​ November 5, 2021, UN Report on Undernourishment: A United Nations report 
found that more than four in ten North Koreans were suffering from 
undernourishment, as the country continued to face chronic food shortages. 

 

MILITARY ACTIVITY 
●​ March 25, 2021, Ballistic Missile Launch: North Korea launched two ballistic 

missiles into the Sea of Japan, the first missile test of the Biden administration. 
●​ April 11, 2021, Submarine Readiness: South Korean and U.S. intelligence authorities 

assessed that North Korea was prepared to roll out a new 3,000-ton submarine. The 
assessment followed reports from a U.S. think tank that the North had repositioned 
a submersible missile test barge, possibly signaling an upcoming 
submarine-launched ballistic missile test. 

●​ September 11, 2021, Long-Range Cruise Missile Test: North Korea tested a new 
long-range cruise missile. State media claimed it traveled 1,500 kilometers and 
described it as a "strategic weapon" with potential nuclear capability. 

 

ECONOMICS  
●​ June 15, 2021, Food Shortages Acknowledged: At a Central Committee Plenary 

Session, Kim Jong-un publicly acknowledged a “tense food situation” caused by 
floods and the pandemic, and ordered stronger efforts in agriculture and rural 
management. 
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●​ November 6, 2021, Crackdown on Foreign Culture: North Korea launched a major 
crackdown to root out foreign culture, primarily from South Korea, as well as 
“capitalist tendencies,” including corruption. 

●​ December 27, 2021, Year of Rural Development: Kim Jong-un declared 2022 the 
“Year of Rural Development,” focusing on farming and regional industry, and 
reiterated the need for self-reliance amid sanctions and prolonged border closures. 

 

B. IN SOUTH KOREA 
 

●​ April 9, 2021, By-Election Defeat: The ruling Democratic Minjoo Party suffered a 
resounding defeat in South Korean by-elections, following sexual misconduct 
scandals involving two of its prominent figures. 

●​ July 13, 2021, Response to UN Criticism: The South Korean government gave an icy 
reception to a group of UN special rapporteurs who criticized its ban on sending 
anti-Pyongyang leaflets across the border. 

●​ September 21, 2021, COVID-19 Surge: South Korea’s daily coronavirus cases 
remained in the 2,000s for a fourth consecutive day, reaching the second-highest 
level since the start of the pandemic, driven by a spike in infections in the greater 
Seoul area. 

 

C. INTER-KOREAN RELATIONS 
 

●​ January 8, 2021, Call for Improved Ties: North Korean leader Kim Jong-un vowed to 
work on inter-Korean relations to expand diplomatic engagement and hosted a rare 
party congress. 

●​ October 4, 2021, Hotline Reopened: North Korea announced it would reactivate all 
communication lines with South Korea after urging Seoul to make “positive” efforts 
to restore ties. The decision came days after Kim Jong-un expressed an intention 
during a policy speech to reopen the hotlines in early October. 

●​ December 13, 2021, End-of-War Declaration Discussed: South Korea, North Korea, 
China, and the United States agreed “in principle” to declare a formal end to the 
Korean War, nearly 70 years after the conflict ended in an armistice, according to 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in.  2

 

2 Although on December 13, 2021, South Korea, North Korea, the U.S., and China reportedly agreed 
“in principle” to a formal end-of-war declaration, progress stalled. By year’s end, Seoul and 
Washington had drafted a joint declaration, but Pyongyang declined substantive participation. The 
agreement remained largely symbolic, lacking concrete commitments or sequencing mechanisms, 
and subsequent years saw continued military escalation and diplomatic impasse. 
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D. INTERNATIONAL 
 

UN SECURITY COUNCIL & SANCTIONS 
●​ March 30, 2021, UNSC Meeting on Missile Launches: Following North Korea’s 

short-range ballistic missile tests, the UN Security Council held a closed-door 
meeting at the request of the United States and Japan. Although no official 
statement was issued, Russia and China pushed back against stronger action. 

●​ October 19, 2021, UNSC Consultations on SLBM: The Security Council held 
emergency consultations after North Korea’s submarine-launched ballistic missile 
(SLBM) test. Western members condemned the launch as a violation of UN 
resolutions, while China and Russia called for “restraint on all sides.” 

●​ October 25, 2021, Draft Resolution for Sanctions Relief: Russia and China circulated 
a draft resolution calling for partial sanctions relief and removal of the cap on fuel 
imports. The United States, United Kingdom, and France opposed the measure, and 
the draft was not adopted. 

 

UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
●​ March 23, 2021, UNHRC Resolution: The UN Human Rights Council adopted a 

consensus resolution to extend accountability efforts for human rights violations in 
North Korea. 

●​ July 11, 2021, HRNK Panel on UN Role: The Committee for Human Rights in North 
Korea held an online panel titled “Human Rights in the Democratic Republic of 
Korea: The Role of the United Nations.” Panelists urged the UN to take more active 
measures to improve the human rights situation of North Koreans. 

●​ December 16, 2021, Joint Ambassador Statement: The ambassadors of the United 
States, Estonia, France, Ireland, Japan, Norway, and the United Kingdom issued a 
joint statement on the human rights situation in North Korea. 

 

CHINA  
●​ July 1, 2021, Congratulatory Message to Xi: North Korean leader Kim Jong-un sent 

greetings to Chinese leader Xi Jinping for the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
China’s Communist Party, vowing to stand together with Beijing amid a “complicated 
international situation.” 

●​ August 19, 2021, Trade Increase: North Korea’s imports from China rose to nearly 
$17 million in July, with exports more than doubling from the previous month, 
according to newly released Chinese customs data. 

●​ October 2, 2021, Support for China: Kim Jong-un pledged support for China’s fight 
against “hostile forces’ frantic anti-China confrontational moves” in a message to Xi 
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Jinping marking the 72nd anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of 
China. 

 

RUSSIA 
●​ April 12, 2021, Message to Putin: Kim Jong-un sent a congratulatory message to 

Vladimir Putin on the 60th anniversary of Yuri Gagarin’s space flight. 
●​ July 22, 2021, Draft Resolution and Gratitude: Russia and China proposed a draft 

UN resolution to lift some sanctions and ease pressure on North Korea’s economy. 
The United States and its allies opposed the measure. North Korea’s Foreign 
Ministry expressed gratitude to Moscow for opposing what it called the “U.S. hostile 
policy.” 

 

UNITED STATES 
●​ January 5, 2021, Party Congress and U.S. Declared Enemy: At the 8th Workers’ 

Party Congress in Pyongyang, Kim Jong-un declared the United States North Korea’s 
“biggest enemy” and vowed to expand nuclear weapons. 

●​ January 8, 2021, Bureau for Cyber Threats: U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
approved the creation of a bureau to counter cybersecurity threats from North 
Korea and other countries. 

●​ April 11, 2021, Provocations Toward Biden: Kim Jong-un and his family greeted the 
Biden administration with the standard playbook of military provocations and verbal 
threats, while President Biden and his advisers reviewed U.S. strategy toward 
Pyongyang and pointed toward a “new approach.” 

●​ May 13, 2021, U.S. Policy on Nuclear Weapons and Rights: A senior U.S. official 
stated that the United States would continue to address the North Korean nuclear 
issue while also pressing for improved human rights conditions, including freedom 
of religion. 

 
.  

13 



 

I.​ PART III. DAILY PRESS 
 

1. JANUARY 
 

 

Friday, January 1, 2021​
 

Ships openly admit to buying illegal fishing permits from N. 
Korea; UNC says 86 messages delivered to N. Korea through 

Panmunjom 
 
In North Korea: 
Experts doubt that North Korea’s grueling 80-day work marathon did much good (NK News, 
12/31/2020) 
Kim's AK-47: Meet North Korea’s Killer Type 88 Rifle (The National Interest, 12/31/2020) 
N. Korea touts achievements of 80-day campaign ahead of party congress (Yonhap, 01/01/2021) 
N. Korea's Kim marks new year with letter, visit to rulers' tomb (Reuters, 12/31/2020) 
N.K. leader sends handwritten New Year greetings to people (Yonhap, 01/01/2021) 
No social distancing? North Koreans ring in the New Year with Pyongyang concert (NK News, 
12/31/2020) 
North Korea Has Massive (Junk) Submarine Fleet (The National Interest, 12/31/2020) 
North Korea ushers in New Year with public performance, fireworks (Korea Times, 01/01/2021) 
North Korean Forestlands Have Rebounded in Recent Years (38 North, 12/31/2020) 
North Korea’s Kim thanks people in rare New Year’s cards (AP News, 01/01/2021) 
Suspected Ganggye Chemical Factory leak pollutes nearby Changja River (Daily NK, 
01/01/2021) 
Why Kim Jong Un ditched the classic New Years speech and penned a tender letter (NK News, 
01/01/2021) 
 

Inter-Korean Relationship: 
UNC says 86 messages delivered to N. Korea through Panmunjom communication line (Yonhap, 
01/01/2021) 
 

International: 
Inside North Korea's Strategy to Defeat a U.S. Invasion (The National Interest, 12/31/2020) 
Locals Suffer as North Korea Ramps up Security on Chinese Border Ahead of Party Congress 
(RFA, 12/31/2020) 
Ships openly admit to buying illegal fishing permits from North Korea (NK News, 01/01/2021) 
The U.S. Navy Sent 4 Killer Battleships to Fight North Korea (The National Interest, 12/31/2020) 
U.S., South Korea turning attention to joint exercises, reports say (UPI, 12/31/2020) 
 
In North Korea: 
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2. FEBRUARY 
 

Saturday, February 1, 2021 
 

​​North Korean human rights issues were pushed aside in 2020; 
ROK Gov’t releases document at center of NK nuclear power 

plant uproar 
 

In North Korea: 
Ex-N.K. diplomat says Pyongyang cannot seek denuclearization (Yonhap, 02/01/2021) 
Kim Jong Un cannot denuclearize, former North Korean diplomat says (CNN, 01/31/2021) 
North Korea did not release a new smartphone last year (Daily NK, 02/01/2021) 
North Korea likely continued smuggling coal in January despite border lockdown(NK Pro, 
02/01/2021) 
North Korean defector diplomat pleas for family’s safety in first TV interview (NK News, 
02/01/2021) 

 
In South Korea:  
Cheong Wa Dae denounces ‘ideological offensive’ over ministry documents (Korea Herald, 
02/01/2021) 
Clear up suspicions (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02/01/2021) 
Contradictory moves (Korea Herald, 02/01/2021) 
Energy ministry unveils document to calm dispute over N. Korea reactor plan(Yonhap, 
02/01/2021) 
Gov’t release document at center of North Korean nuclear power plant uproar(Korea JoongAng 
Daily, 02/01/2021) 
Moon denies allegations of plans to build reactor for North (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02/01/2021) 
Nuke plant for North is Moon's newest hot potato (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02/01/2021) 
PPP wants probe of nuke plant for North allegation (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/31/2021) 
'Reactor plan' for North (Korea Times, 02/01/2021) 
Ruling bloc goes all out to fire back over nuclear plant row (Korea Times, 02/01/2021) 
Unification minister denies allegation Seoul pushed to build nuke plant in N. Korea(Yonhap, 
02/01/2021) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship:  
Defense ministry refuses to confirm envisioned proposal for inter-Korean talks(Yonhap, 
02/01/2021)  

 
International: 
America's North Korea Strategy Has Failed. What Will Biden Do? (National Interest, 01/31/2021) 
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http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210131000218&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210201009400315
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/02/01/national/politics/North-Korea-nulcear-plant-Moon-Jaein/20210201220001177.html?detailWord=
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/02/01/national/politics/Moon-Jaein-nuclear-power-plant-North-Korea/20210201190507649.html
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/02/01/national/politics/North-Korea-nuclear-plant-Ministry-of-Trade/20210201191800633.html
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/01/31/national/politics/North-Korea-nuclear-power-plant-Wolsong1/20210131182500729.html?detailWord=
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/opinion/2021/02/137_303429.html
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/02/113_303414.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210201002200325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210201004600325?section=nk/nk
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/korea-watch/americas-north-korea-strategy-has-failed-what-will-biden-do-177386






































































































































































































































3. MARCH 
 

Monday, March 1, 2021 
 

Fixing Distorted History, a Prerequisite to Democratizing North 
Korea; IAEA chief expresses concerns over North's nuclear 

activities 
 

Top News: 
Fixing Distorted History, a Prerequisite to Democratizing North Korea (HRNK Insider, 3/1/21) 

 
In North Korea: 
China delivers oil to North Korea, stabilizing fuel prices (North Korea Economic Watch, 3/2/21) 
Local district offices take on more surveillance and monitoring duties amidst COVID-19 
pandemic (Daily NK, 3/2/21) 
Mine collapse kills 14 at Gomdok Mine (Daily NK, 3/2/21) 
NK blasts Harvard professor for labeling sex slaves ‘prostitutes’ (The Korea Herald, 3/2/21) 
N.K. media criticizes Ramseyer as 'disgusting money grubber' and 'pseudo scholar' (Yonhap, 
3/2/21) 
North Korean Quarantine Police Shake Down Residents for Bribes and Food (Radio Free Asia, 
3/1/21) 
N. Korea's paper stresses tree planting on arbor day (Yonhap, 3/2/21) 
North Korea is a ‘serious threat’ to peace and security: US Ambassador to the UN (NK News, 
3/2/21) 
Onsong tobacco farm decides to hand over some farmland to farmers (Daily NK, 3/2/21) 

 
In South Korea: 
Military to overhaul Army division following NK man's border crossing (Yonhap, 3/2/21) 
Moon calls for improved ties with Japan and ‘trilateral partnership’ (Korea JoongAng Daily, 
3/1/21) 
Moon's continued two-track approach unlikely to help improve ties with Japan (The Korea 
Times, 3/1/21) 
President Moon says S. Korea ready with talk to Japan anytime (Arirang News, 3/1/21) 
Seoul to spend $8 million on high-tech system that analyzes North Korea data (NK News, 
3/2/21) 
South Korea, China vow to build military hotlines to ‘ease tension’ on peninsula (NK News, 
3/2/21) 
South Korean leader says Seoul 'always ready to sit down' with Tokyo (Japan Times, 3/1/21) 
South Korea's Moon says Olympics may be chance for North Korea, U.S. talks (Reuters, 2/28/21) 
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https://www.hrnkinsider.org/2021/03/fixing-distorted-history-prerequisite.html
http://www.nkeconwatch.com/2021/03/02/china-delivers-oil-to-north-korea-stabilizing-fuel-prices/
https://www.dailynk.com/english/local-district-offices-more-surveillance-monitoring-duties-amidst-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.dailynk.com/english/local-district-offices-more-surveillance-monitoring-duties-amidst-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.dailynk.com/english/mine-collapse-kills-14-gomdok-mine/
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210302000814&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210302002500325?section=nk/nk
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/quarantine-03012021132505.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210302003300325
https://www.nknews.org/2021/03/north-korea-is-a-serious-threat-to-peace-and-security-us-ambassador-to-the-un/
https://www.dailynk.com/english/onsong-tobacco-farm-decides-hand-over-some-farmland-farmers/
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210302000763&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/03/01/national/politics/Moon-Jaein-Covid19-March-1-Independence-Movement/20210301161300471.html
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/03/113_304796.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1h6yFtsbt4U&ab_channel=ArirangNews
https://www.nknews.org/2021/03/seoul-to-spend-8-million-on-high-tech-system-that-analyzes-north-korea-data/
https://www.nknews.org/2021/03/south-korea-china-vow-to-build-military-hotlines-to-ease-tension-on-peninsula/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/03/01/national/japan-korea-moon-speech/
https://www.reuters.com/article/southkorea-independenceday-moon/update-2-skoreas-moon-says-olympics-may-be-chance-for-nkorea-us-talks-idUSL2N2KZ042








































































































 

This was Cho Eunjung from VOA News. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Translated by Grace Shin, HRNK Research Intern 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Carter Thompson, HRNK Research Intern 
​
Original Newsletter Archived and available here:​
https://web.archive.org/web/20250730161516/https://mailchi.mp/10cb13972ac5/hrnk-ne
ws-itemsnorth-korean-women-an-allegory-of-resilience-under-the-worlds-most-repress
ive-regime?e=%5BUNIQID%5D 

 
------ 

Saturday, March 13, 2021 
 

K-Pop Embrace of Nazi Symbolism Defames Our Collective 
Past; Ax-Wielding North Korean Soldiers Nearly Triggered 

World War III 
 

Top News: 
K-Pop Embrace of Nazi Symbolism Defames Our Collective Past (Daily Beast, 3/12/2021) 

 
In North Korea: 
Ax-Wielding North Korean Soldiers Nearly Triggered World War III (The National Interest, 
03/13/2021) 
North Korea’s Yongbyon Nuclear Center: Additional Activity at the Radiochemical Laboratory 
and Uranium Enrichment Plant (38 North, 03/12/2021) 
North Korea Tried to Help Syria Become a Nuclear Powerhouse (The National Interest, 
03/12/2021) 
North Korea working hard to restore diplomacy, ex-diplomat says (UPI, 03/12/2021) 

 
International: 
Biden, Quad leaders affirm commitment to denuclearization of N. Korea (Yonhap, 03/13/2021) 
Blinken's trip to Asia will provide 'key ingredient' for U.S. policy toward N. Korea: Price (Yonhap, 
03/13/2021) 
North Korea sanctions slow, but don't stop nuclear development, analyst says (UPI, 03/12/2021) 
‘Quad’ leaders commit to North Korea denuclearization, but not peninsula peace(NK News, 
03/12/2021) 
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https://web.archive.org/web/20250730161516/https://mailchi.mp/10cb13972ac5/hrnk-news-itemsnorth-korean-women-an-allegory-of-resilience-under-the-worlds-most-repressive-regime?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250730161516/https://mailchi.mp/10cb13972ac5/hrnk-news-itemsnorth-korean-women-an-allegory-of-resilience-under-the-worlds-most-repressive-regime?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250730161516/https://mailchi.mp/10cb13972ac5/hrnk-news-itemsnorth-korean-women-an-allegory-of-resilience-under-the-worlds-most-repressive-regime?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.thedailybeast.com/k-pop-embrace-of-nazi-symbolism-defames-our-collective-past
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/reboot/ax-wielding-north-korean-soldiers-nearly-triggered-world-war-iii-180165
https://www.38north.org/2021/03/north-koreas-yongbyon-nuclear-center-additional-activity-at-the-radiochemical-laboratory-and-uranium-enrichment-plant/
https://www.38north.org/2021/03/north-koreas-yongbyon-nuclear-center-additional-activity-at-the-radiochemical-laboratory-and-uranium-enrichment-plant/
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/reboot/north-korea-tried-help-syria-become-nuclear-powerhouse-180180
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2021/03/12/NKorea-Ryu-Hyeonwoo-ambassador-Kuwait-NKorea/4681615565842/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210313000200325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210313000400325?section=nk/nk
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2021/03/12/NKorea-sanctions-impact-nuclear-weapons-NKorea/8221615575389/
https://www.nknews.org/2021/03/quad-leaders-commit-to-north-korea-denuclearization-but-not-peninsula-peace/




 

●​ The United States is expected to complete its ongoing review of its North Korea policy in a 
few "weeks," a senior U.S. State Department official said Friday, ahead of Secretary Antony 
Blinken's upcoming trip to South Korea and Japan to discuss the issue. (Byun Duk-kun, 
Yonhap) 

●​ The White House’s new plan on North Korea is still a work in progress and will be informed 
by top officials’ upcoming trips to Seoul and Tokyo, a U.S. State Department spokesperson 
said on Friday. (Min Chao Choy, NK News) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Jungeun Lee, HRNK Research Intern 
​
Original Newsletter Archived and available here:​
https://web.archive.org/web/20250730161721/https://mailchi.mp/fa55c6aab2fb/hrnk-news-items
k-pop-embrace-of-nazi-symbolism-defames-our-collective-past-ax-wielding-north-korean-soldier
s-nearly-triggered-world-war-iii?e=%5BUNIQID%5D 
 

——————————————————— 
Sunday, March 14, 2021 

 
North Korea executes lockdown violators fleeing starvation: 
UN; Fears mount over North Korean ‘great leap backwards’  

 
 
Top News: 
North Korea executes lockdown violators fleeing starvation: UN (Nikkei Asia, 03/13/2021) 
** More NGOs urge the UN to improve North Korean human rights… “The international 
response yields a positive influence…” (VOA, 03/12/2021) 
“North Korea: Atrocity Crimes and Future Accountability” with The Honorable Morse Tan 
(HRNK, 03/10/2021) 
** North Korea Says “Our Women Enjoy State Benefits”… International Community Responds 
“Not True” (Ilyo Seoul, 03/09/2021) 
** WHO “North Korea has no COVID-19 patients”… Test Numbers Not Released for at least 2 
Months (RFA, 03/08/2021) 
** North Korea Says “Our Women Enjoy State Benefits”: Propaganda “Not True”(Newsis, 
03/09/2021) 

 
** This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom of 
the email. 

 
In North Korea: 
Fears mount over North Korean ‘great leap backwards’ (The Financial Times, 03/14/2021) 

 
International: 
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https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210313000651325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2021/03/us-officials-trip-to-seoul-and-tokyo-will-inform-north-korea-policy-review/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250730161721/https://mailchi.mp/fa55c6aab2fb/hrnk-news-itemsk-pop-embrace-of-nazi-symbolism-defames-our-collective-past-ax-wielding-north-korean-soldiers-nearly-triggered-world-war-iii?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250730161721/https://mailchi.mp/fa55c6aab2fb/hrnk-news-itemsk-pop-embrace-of-nazi-symbolism-defames-our-collective-past-ax-wielding-north-korean-soldiers-nearly-triggered-world-war-iii?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250730161721/https://mailchi.mp/fa55c6aab2fb/hrnk-news-itemsk-pop-embrace-of-nazi-symbolism-defames-our-collective-past-ax-wielding-north-korean-soldiers-nearly-triggered-world-war-iii?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/N-Korea-at-crossroads/North-Korea-executes-lockdown-violators-fleeing-starvation-UN
https://www.voakorea.com/korea/korea-social-issues/unhrc-ngo-voice
https://www.voakorea.com/korea/korea-social-issues/unhrc-ngo-voice
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=buCPThLUUPQ&t=40s&ab_channel=TheCommitteeforHumanRightsinNorthKorea
http://www.ilyoseoul.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=444784#linkpop
http://www.ilyoseoul.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=444784#linkpop
https://www.rfa.org/korean/in_focus/coronavirus-03082021154106.html
https://www.rfa.org/korean/in_focus/coronavirus-03082021154106.html
https://newsis.com/view.html?ar_id=NISX20210309_0001363371
https://www.ft.com/content/49dd499f-e7a1-4dd1-9803-9702fbc52f11




































































 

 
 

——————————————————— 
Sunday, March 21, 2021 

 

North Korean Human Rights as a Variable in US-Korea 
Relations; N. Korean diplomats leaving Malaysia after ties 

are severed 
 
Top News: 
*** North Korean Human Rights as a Variable in US-Korea Relations… Concern about Friction 
in the Alliance (VOA, 03/17/2021) 
 
*** This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom 
of the email. 
 
In North Korea: 
Shocker: North Korea Has Built Underground Air Fields (National Interest, 03/21/2021) 
 
In South Korea: 
North Korean defectors talk about escape, new life in South in English (Korea Times, 
03/21/2021) 
 
International: 
Diplomatic spat between NK and Malaysia deepens (Korea Herald, 03/21/2021) 
N.K. diplomats withdraw from embassy in Malaysia after ties are severed: reports (Yonhap, 
03/21/2021) 
N. Korean diplomats leaving Malaysia after ties are severed (AP News, 03/21/2021) 
North Korean man extradited to US in sanctions case (AP News, 03/21/2021) 
North Koreans leave embassy in Malaysia after severing diplomatic ties (NK News, 03/21/2021) 
North's diplomats expelled from Malaysia (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03/21/2021) 
Uncertain future ahead for US-North Korea dialogue (Korea Times, 03/21/2021) 
 
Top News: 

●​ While U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken who visited South Korea strongly emphasizes 
the North Korean human rights issue, there is growing concern in Washington that the two 
countries' perceptions of human rights in North Korea could become a stumbling block 
between the allies. Some anticipate the Biden administration’s understanding that nuclear 
and human rights issues are tied to the nature of the North Korean regime may be out of 
step with the Moon Jae-in administration that is passive about North Korean human rights. 
Roberta Cohen, Co-chair Emeritus of HRNK and former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
for Human Rights, said, “For the Biden Administration, the danger of North Korea is not just 
its nuclear weapons but the nature of the regime that has those weapons. The two issues 
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https://www.voakorea.com/korea/korea-social-issues/us-north-korea-human-rights-1
https://www.voakorea.com/korea/korea-social-issues/us-north-korea-human-rights-1
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/reboot/shocker-north-korea-has-built-underground-air-fields-180759
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/03/103_305837.html
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210321000060&np=1&mp=1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210321001452315?section=nk/nk
https://apnews.com/article/world-news-kuala-lumpur-north-korea-assassinations-malaysia-d6631a39464cf514ce708b5ffde1323f
https://apnews.com/article/trials-north-korea-money-laundering-extradition-malaysia-5157b3fef4b32193a1a8b37743b47402
https://www.nknews.org/2021/03/north-koreans-leave-embassy-in-malaysia-after-severing-diplomatic-ties/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/03/21/national/northKorea/North-Korea-Malaysia-North-Korean-Embassy/20210321173900420.html
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/03/103_305844.html
















































































 

4. APRIL 
Thursday, April 1, 2021 

 
"Mr. President, You Did Nothing"; International human rights 
groups “No improvement on the anti-leaflet law statements” 

 
Top News:​
***"Mr. President, You Did Nothing" (Chosun Ilbo, 4/1/21)​
***International human rights groups “No improvement on the anti-leaflet law statements” 
(Radio Free Asia, 4/1/21)​
UN Panel of Experts Report (United Nations Security Council, 3/4/21)​
​
*** This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom 
of the email. 
In North Korea:​
Cheonan sinking being reinvestigated per request of 'conspiracy theorist' (Korea JoongAng Daily, 
4/1/21)​
Kim Jong Un is on a mission to build thousands of new apartments in Pyongyang(NK News, 
4/1/21)​
(LEAD) N. Korea likely to conduct more KN-23 variant missile tests to replace Scud missiles: 
think tank (Yonhap, 4/1/21)​
North Korea neglects to recall Malaysia-based officials focused on smuggling (Daily NK, 4/1/21)​
N. Korea steals over US$300 mln to support weapons development in 2020: UN panel (Yonhap, 
4/1/21)​
(LEAD) N. Korean airline publishes flight schedule to China, but no flight detected yet (Yonhap, 
4/1/21)​
(LEAD) N.K. leader visits construction site for riverside flats again in week (Yonhap, 4/1/21)​
North's hackers stole $316 million, says UN report (Korea JoongAng Daily, 4/1/21)​
North Korea reports zero confirmed COVID-19 cases after testing 21,663 people(NK News, 
4/1/21)​
North Koreans find it harder than ever to find imported food products at local markets (Daily 
NK, 4/1/21)​
North Korean hackers posed as a cybersecurity firm to launch new attacks (Daily NK, 4/1/21)​
North Korea’s Air Koryo spent nearly $1 million on Russian plane parts in 2020 (Daily NK, 
4/1/21)​
North Korea's Yongbyon facility partly active after missile launches, analysts say(UPI, 3/31/21)​
More news on trade potentially resuming between North Korea and China (North Korean 
Economy Watch, 4/1/21)​
Ri Pyong Chol’s Fancy Footwork (38 North, 3/31/21) 
In South Korea:​
Defense chief calls for strong readiness after N.K. missile launches (Yonhap, 4/1/21)​
Defense ministry voices confidence in probe results of deadly Cheonan ship sinking(Yonhap, 
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https://www.chosun.com/opinion/contribution/2021/03/31/DNVWBVIAHJEXJDTDDFRO37VL5M/
https://www.rfa.org/korean/in_focus/human_rights_defector/leafletban-03292021152853.html
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/034/37/PDF/N2103437.pdf?OpenElement
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/04/01/national/politics/commission-Cheonan-sinking/20210401182300373.html
https://www.nknews.org/2021/04/kim-jong-un-is-on-a-mission-to-build-thousands-of-new-apartments-in-pyongyang/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210401008251325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210401008251325?section=nk/nk
https://www.dailynk.com/english/north-korea-neglects-recall-malaysia-officials-focused-smuggling/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210401001300325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210401011451325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210401002651325?section=nk/nk
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/04/01/national/northKorea/North-Korea-sanctions-UN-Security-Council/20210401175600404.html
https://www.nknews.org/2021/04/north-korea-reports-zero-confirmed-covid-19-cases-after-testing-21663-people/
https://www.dailynk.com/english/north-koreans-harder-than-ever-find-imported-food-products-local-markets/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korean-hackers-posed-as-a-cybersecurity-firm-to-launch-new-attacks/
https://www.nknews.org/2021/04/north-koreas-air-koryo-spent-nearly-1-million-on-russian-plane-parts-in-2020/
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2021/03/31/North-Korea-Yongbyon-activity-analysis/3501617204262/
http://www.nkeconwatch.com/2021/04/01/more-news-on-trade-potentially-resuming-between-north-korea-and-china/
https://www.38north.org/2021/03/ri-pyong-chols-fancy-footwork/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210401003900325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210401007000325?section=nk/nk






















































































































































































































5. MAY 
Saturday, May 1, 2021 

 

Biden administration sets new NK policy of 'practical' diplomacy; 
Activist says he launched fliers towards NK to defy new law 

 
In North Korea: 
Estimating North Korea’s Nuclear Stockpiles: An Interview With Siegfried Hecker (38 North, 
04/30/2021) 
Key developments on North Korea this week (Yonhap, 04/30/2021) 
Summary of domestic news in North Korea this week (Yonhap, 04/30/2021) 
The Sunchon Phosphatic Fertilizer Plant Is One Year Old, but Is It Operating? (38 North, 
04/30/2021) 
Why did North Korea’s ‘ordinary girl’ YouTuber disappear from the web? (NK News, 
04/30/2021) 

 
In South Korea: 
Activist says he launched 500,000 fliers towards North Korea to defy new law (NK News, 
04/30/2021) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: 
Summary of inter-Korean news this week (Yonhap, 04/30/2021) 

 
International: 
Biden administration completes North Korea review process, will pursue 'calibrated' diplomacy 
(CNN, 04/30/2021) 
Biden administration sets new North Korea policy of 'practical' diplomacy(Reuters, 04/30/2021) 
Biden to veer from Trump, Obama policies in taking on NKorea (AP News, 05/01/2021) 
Moon to head to White House for summit on May 21 (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04/30/2021) 
New U.S. policy seeks 'practical' diplomacy with N.K. for complete denuclearization: Psaki 
(Yonhap, 05/01/2021) 
Report: U.S. seeking improvements to THAAD systems, including Korea(UPI, 04/30/2021) 
S. Korea vows to coordinate with U.S. for early resumption of nuke talks with N.K. (Yonhap, 
05/01/2021) 
Summary of external news of North Korea this week (Yonhap, 04/30/2021) 
U.S. will not seek 'grand bargain' but goal remains denuclearization of N. Korea: Psaki (Yonhap, 
05/01/2021) 
White House completes North Korea policy review, emphasizes ‘practical’ approach(NK News, 
04/30/2021)​
 
In North Korea: 
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https://www.38north.org/2021/04/estimating-north-koreas-nuclear-stockpiles-an-interview-with-siegfried-hecker/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210430007500325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210430007600325?section=nk/nk
https://www.38north.org/2021/04/the-sunchon-phosphatic-fertilizer-plant-is-one-year-old-but-is-it-operating/
https://www.nknews.org/2021/04/why-did-north-koreas-ordinary-girl-youtuber-disappear-from-the-web/
https://www.nknews.org/2021/04/activist-says-he-launched-500000-fliers-towards-north-korea-to-defy-new-law/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210430007700325?section=nk/nk
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/30/politics/north-korea-review-over/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-northkorea-review/biden-administration-sets-new-north-korea-policy-of-practical-diplomacy-idUSKBN2CH2C7
https://apnews.com/article/politics-government-and-politics-11b3e056d6e897d2a7220c734a60d1a4
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/04/30/national/politics/summit-Biden-Moon-Jaein/20210430142400520.html?detailWord=
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210501000453325?section=nk/nk
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2021/04/30/South-Korea-THAAD-US-upgrade/7151619786084/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210501002900320?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210430007800325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210501000400325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2021/04/white-house-completes-north-korea-policy-review-emphasizes-practical-approach/


































































































































































































 

6. JUNE 
 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021 
 

N. Korea creates 'first secretary' post in revised party rules; US 
shrugs off North Korean accusations of ‘hostile’ duplicity 

 
In North Korea: 
China-North Korea trade resumes, but it appears less sustainable than ever (NK News, 
06/01/2021) 
N. Korea creates 'first secretary' post in revised party rules (Yonhap, 06/01/2021) 
N. Korea slams countries for piling up excessive supply of vaccines amid shortage (Yonhap, 
06/01/2021) 
N. Korea's ruling party sets up new post under leader Kim (Reuters, 06/01/2021) 
North Korea slams ‘vaccine nationalism’ at World Health Assembly in Geneva (NK News, 
06/01/2021) 
Seventh General Bureau official publicly executed for engaging in “corrupt construction 
practices” (Daily NK, 06/01/2021) 
Tracking changes at North Korea’s Camp 14 through satellite imagery (Daily NK, 06/01/2021) 
Using and buying consumer electronics in North Korea [Holiday in North Korea] (The Korea 
Times, 06/01/2021) 

 
In South Korea: 
A ridiculous switchover (Korea JoongAng Daily, 06/01/2021) 
S. Korea discovers more Korean War remains in DMZ (Yonhap, 06/01/2021) 
S. Korea's intelligence chief to return home after weeklong trip to U.S.: sources (Yonhap, 
06/01/2021) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: 
S. Korea says vaccine shipment to N. Korea from COVAX delayed again (Reuters, 06/01/2021) 
Time is on their side: Thinking long-term about North Korea (NK News, 06/01/2021) 
Unification minister reiterates 'unwavering commitment' to Mount Kumgang tourism project 
(Yonhap, 06/01/2021) 

 
International: 
Ask a North Korean: Can Joe Biden reach a breakthrough with North Korea? (NK News, 
05/31/2021) 
Ironclad alliance [Editorial] (The Korea Herald, 06/01/2021) 
U.S. aware of N. Korean criticism, remains committed to diplomacy: State Dept. (Yonhap, 
06/01/2021) 
US shrugs off North Korean accusations of ‘hostile’ duplicity (NK News, 06/01/2021) 
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https://www.nknews.org/pro/china-north-korea-trade-resumes-but-it-appears-less-sustainable-than-ever/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210601004700325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210601002900325?section=nk/nk
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https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/06/177_309029.html
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/06/01/opinion/editorials/A-ridiculous-switchover/20210601201406771.html?detailWord=
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210601001500325?section=search
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210601001300325?section=nk/nk
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/skorea-says-vaccine-shipment-nkorea-covax-delayed-again-2021-06-01/
https://www.nknews.org/2021/06/time-is-on-their-side-thinking-long-term-about-north-korea/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210601007700325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2021/05/ask-a-north-korean-can-joe-biden-reach-a-breakthrough-with-north-korea/
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210531000957&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210601000200325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2021/06/us-shrugs-off-north-korean-accusations-of-hostile-duplicity/


































































































































































































 

7. JULY 
 

Thursday, July 1, 2021 
 

N.K. leader appears to have reshuffled top officials at recent 
politburo meeting: official 

 
In North Korea:​
Kim Jong Un says ‘hostile forces’ don’t stand a chance against Chinese communism (NK News, 
7/1/21)​
Kim Jong-un signal for help could mark a turning point in North Korea’s Covid fight(The 
Guardian, 7/1/21)​
Kim Jong Un’s “special order” includes directives to address electricity and running water 
shortages (Daily NK, 7/1/21)​
Analysis-Kim's reshuffles serve to keep North Korea elite in line as crises mount(Reuters, 
7/1/21)​
(LEAD) N.K. leader appears to have reshuffled top officials at recent politburo meeting: official 
(Yonhap, 7/1/21)​
(LEAD) N.K. leader vows to elevate relations with China to new strategic point(Yonhap, 7/1/21)​
NKorea’s Kim vows to boost China ties amid pandemic hardship (AP News, 7/1/21)​
North Korea increases cyberattacks on South Korea (The Korea Times, 7/1/21)​
North Korean hackers likely used new vulnerability to breach ROK defense firm (NK News, 
7/1/21) 
 
In South Korea:​
South’s key defense firms hacked by N. Korea: lawmaker (The Korea Herald, 7/1/21)​
Vice FM says Moon gov't seeks 'irreversible' framework for denuclearization(Yonhap, 7/1/21) 
 
International:​
U.S. aware of NK leader Kim's remarks on 'grave incident' in anti-pandemic steps: State Dept. 
(Yonhap, 7/1/21) 
 
In North Korea: 

●​ North Korean leader Kim Jong Un sent congratulatory greetings to Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping on Thursday for the 100th anniversary of the founding of China’s communist 
party, vowing to stand together with Beijing amid a “complicated international 
situation.” (Jeongmin Kim, NK News) 

698 

https://www.nknews.org/2021/07/kim-jong-un-says-hostile-forces-dont-stand-a-chance-against-chinese-communism/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/01/kim-jong-un-signal-for-help-could-mark-a-turning-point-in-north-koreas-covid-fight
https://www.dailynk.com/english/kim-jong-un-special-order-includes-directives-address-electricity-running-water-shortages/
https://www.dailynk.com/english/kim-jong-un-special-order-includes-directives-address-electricity-running-water-shortages/
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKCN2E73II
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210701005751325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210701001951325?section=nk/nk
https://apnews.com/article/china-health-coronavirus-pandemic-business-c7827ea544dd4f11d97f18e3958fb741
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/07/103_311462.html
https://www.nknews.org/2021/07/north-korean-hackers-likely-used-new-vulnerability-to-breach-rok-defense-firm/
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210701000820&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210701009400325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210701000200325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2021/07/kim-jong-un-says-hostile-forces-dont-stand-a-chance-against-chinese-communism/
































































































































































































































 

8. AUGUST 
 

Sunday, August 1, 2021 
 

“The North Korean regime has tackled Covid-19 mostly as a 
political propaganda issue, and not a critical public health issue” 

 
Top News: ​
Kim Jong-un hints at ‘hardships’, stoking fears of famine’s return amid North Korea’s pandemic 
isolation (South China Morning Post, 8/1/2021)​
** “Human Rights Abuses at North Korean Labor Camps are Serious”... “North Korea Must Allow 
International Monitors” (Radio Free Asia, 7/22/2021)​
** U.S. State Department: “Defectors Forcefully Repatriated from China Face Torture, 
Execution, and Sexual Assault” (PE News, 7/24/2021)​
​
​
In North Korea:​
If Kim Jong-Un Gets His Way, Pyongyang Will Have 242 Nuclear Weapons by 2027(The National 
Interest, 8/1/2021) 
In South Korea:​
Ruling party seeks to appease Kim Jong-un by ending Korean War (One Korean Network, 
7/31/2021)​
Seoul faces dilemma in upcoming joint military drill (The Korea Times, 8/1/2021)​
​
International:​
China's Xi Vows to 'Defend' and 'Develop' North Korea Ties as Kim Rallies Army(Newsweek, 
7/30/2021)​
Kim Yo Jong slams US-South Korea joint drills, casts doubt on leader summit (NK News, 
8/1/2021)​
N.K. leader's sister warns S. Korea-U.S. military exercise will cloud inter-Korean relations 
(Yonhap, 8/1/2021)​
Second Michigan soldier identified among remains from North Korea (ABC12 News, 7/30/2021)​
Unification official calls for delay in Korea-U.S. military exercises (Korea JoongAng Daily, 
8/1/2021)​
Vice unification minister plans to visit U.S. in September (Yonhap, 8/1/2021)​
Wanna Know Why North Korea Is A Military Powerhouse? One Word: Russia (The National 
Interest, 7/31/2021) 
 
Top News:  
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https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3143300/kim-jong-un-hints-hardships-stoking-fears-famines
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3143300/kim-jong-un-hints-hardships-stoking-fears-famines
https://www.rfa.org/korean/in_focus/human_rights_defector/prisonerhr-07222021153018.html
https://www.rfa.org/korean/in_focus/human_rights_defector/prisonerhr-07222021153018.html
https://www.penews.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=20558
https://www.penews.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=20558
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/reboot/if-kim-jung-un-gets-his-way-pyongyang-will-have-242-nuclear-weapons-2027-190899
https://onekoreanetwork.com/2021/07/31/ruling-party-seeks-to-appease-kim-jong-un-by-ending-korean-war/
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/08/103_313176.html
https://www.newsweek.com/chinas-xi-vows-defend-develop-north-korea-ties-kim-rallies-army-1614774
https://www.nknews.org/2021/08/kim-yo-jong-slams-us-south-korea-joint-drills-casts-doubt-on-leader-summit/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210801003051325?section=nk/nk
https://www.abc12.com/2021/07/30/second-michigan-soldier-identified-among-remains-north-korea/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/08/01/national/northKorea/USKorea-joint-military-interKorean-dialogue-Unification-Ministry/20210801182400463.html?detailWord=
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210801002100325?section=nk/nk
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/reboot/wanna-know-why-north-korea-military-powerhouse-one-word-russia-190873










 

 
Dr. Lee Ae-ran, standing representative of the North Korean Human Rights Union, said that “the 
South Korean Constitution clearly stipulates that North Korean who escape from their country 
are South Korean citizens. Letting North Korean refugees be forcefully repatriated is 
fundamentally unconstitutional”. 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
Article Translations by Audrey Gregg, HRNK Research Intern 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Kathy Yu, HRNK Research Intern 
 
Original Newsletter Archived and available here: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20250813152043/https://mailchi.mp/049d79b4f60e/hrnk-news
-items-the-north-korean-regime-has-tackled-covid-19-mostly-as-a-political-propaganda-issu
e-and-not-a-critical-public-health-issue?e=%5BUNIQID%5D 
 

——————————————————— 

Monday, August 2, 2021 
 

Cheong Wa Dae says inter-Korean hotlines should be kept 
 
In North Korea:​
High-ranking North Korean military official executed for calling Kim Jong Un’s special order 
“unrealistic” (Daily NK, 8/2/21)​
Mysterious spot and bandage appear on back of Kim Jong Un’s head (NK News, 8/2/21)​
N.K. state media reveals footage of ICBM blasting off from mobile launcher (Yonhap, 8/2/21)​
N. Korea blames U.S. again for anti-gov't rallies in Cuba (Yonhap, 8/2/21)​
N. Korea slams human rights group for criticizing China's forced return of defectors(Yonhap, 
8/2/21)​
North Korea denies report that 50 escapees forcibly repatriated from China (NK News, 8/2/21)​
North Korean trade hits 30-year low amid sanctions, COVID-19 pandemic: report(NK News, 
8/2/21)​
Trading company officials in N. Hamgyong Province arrested for making and smuggling drugs 
(Daily NK, 8/2/21) 
In South Korea:​
S.Korea says no decision on joint U.S. military drills, but exercises should not create N.Korea 
tension (Reuters, 8/2/21)​
South Korea’s ruling party divided on whether to favor drills or diplomacy (NK News, 8/2/21) 
Inter-Korean Relationship:​
(LEAD) Cheong Wa Dae says inter-Korean hotlines should be kept (Yonhap, 8/2/21)​
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https://web.archive.org/web/20250813152043/https://mailchi.mp/049d79b4f60e/hrnk-news-items-the-north-korean-regime-has-tackled-covid-19-mostly-as-a-political-propaganda-issue-and-not-a-critical-public-health-issue?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250813152043/https://mailchi.mp/049d79b4f60e/hrnk-news-items-the-north-korean-regime-has-tackled-covid-19-mostly-as-a-political-propaganda-issue-and-not-a-critical-public-health-issue?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.dailynk.com/english/high-ranking-north-korean-military-official-executed-calling-kim-jong-un-special-order-unrealistic/
https://www.dailynk.com/english/high-ranking-north-korean-military-official-executed-calling-kim-jong-un-special-order-unrealistic/
https://www.nknews.org/2021/08/mysterious-spot-and-bandage-appear-on-back-of-kim-jong-uns-head/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210802011200325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210802001000325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210802002500325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2021/08/north-korea-denies-report-that-50-escapees-forcibly-repatriated-from-china/
https://www.nknews.org/2021/08/north-korean-trade-hits-30-year-low-amid-sanctions-covid-19-pandemic-report/
https://www.dailynk.com/english/trading-company-officials-north-hamgyong-province-arrested-making-smuggling-drugs/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/skorea-says-no-decision-joint-us-military-drills-exercises-should-not-create-2021-08-02/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/skorea-says-no-decision-joint-us-military-drills-exercises-should-not-create-2021-08-02/
https://www.nknews.org/2021/08/south-koreas-ruling-party-divided-on-whether-to-favor-drills-or-diplomacy/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210802011951315?section=nk/nk










































































































































 

●​ Investigators from the United Nations Human Rights Council sent a letter to North 
Korea seeking explanations about shoot-to-kill orders at borders and a recent law 
against, which has been linked to executions (Thomas Maresca, UPI) 

●​ North Korea reportedly has enacted shoot-on-sight orders for trespassers who enter 
through its border with China and Russia, violating the nation's COVID-19 pandemic 
closure, said the Associated Press (Julia Marnin, Newsweek) 

In South Korea:  
●​ South Korea's top nuclear envoy, Noh Kyu-duk, will visit the United States next week for 

discussions with his U.S. counterpart, Sung Kim, about efforts to resume dialogue with 
North Korea, according to the foreign ministry (Yonhap) 

●​ South Korea welcomes Afghan refugees who supported its operations before the Taliban 
took control of Afghanistan, designating them as “persons of special merit” (Raphael 
Rashid, The Guardian) 

●​ Rabia Samet, a computer science major at a university in Seoul, speaks about fears of 
South Korean government saying she must return to Afghanistan (John Power, South 
China Morning Post) 

Inter-Korean Relationship:  
●​ North Korea did not answer liaison calls from South Korea on Friday morning, a 

unification ministry official said (Yonhap) 
International: 

●​ Commander of U.S. Strategic commander states that The United States has enough 
capability, including missile interceptors, deployed to counter any threats emanating 
from North Korea (Yonhap) 

●​ U.N. human rights investigators ask North Korea to clarify if its orders entails that their 
troops shoot on sight any trespassers who cross its northern border in violation of the 
country’s pandemic closure (Kim Tong-Hyung, ABC News) 

●​ Detainees in North Korea are forced into extremely demanding manual labour and 
beaten so severely it may be a form of torture, says the UN (The Guardian) 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Shruti Nallappa, HRNK Research Intern 
 
Original Newsletter Archived and available here: 
http://web.archive.org/web/20250813170654/https://mailchi.mp/d29367d03b97/hrnk-news-i
tems-north-koreas-potential-long-term-prison-labor-facility-at-snhwa-dong?e=%5BUNIQID
%5D 
 

——————————————————— 

Saturday, August 28, 2021 
 

UN and EU “No request for flood recovery assistance from 
North Korea” sent 
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http://https//www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2021/08/27/north-korea-executions-un-letter/3641630054110/
https://www.newsweek.com/north-korea-reportedly-enacts-shoot-sight-orders-trespassers-country-1623669
http://https//en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210827005200325
https://www.theguardian.com/world/afghanistan
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https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3146580/taliban-kill-women-me-afghans-south-korea-say-they-dont-want-go
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3146580/taliban-kill-women-me-afghans-south-korea-say-they-dont-want-go
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210827004700325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210827000700325?section=nk/nk
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/asks-korea-clarify-alleged-shoot-sight-orders-79674456
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Through satellite images, HRNK analysis found that the kyo-hwa-so was expanded from 2015 to 
2020 and speculated that the expansion may indicate that more people are currently 
imprisoned here than before. 
 
The main task for the doll laborers was connecting eyelashes, and the work continued from 5 
am to 10 pm. If the prisoners failed to reach the quota, they were forced to kneel down on the 
hot floor, which would cause their skin to burn in about five minutes. 
 
As aforementioned, the dolls manufactured like this may have been exported to China. 
 
Recently, at the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Regional Forum (ARF) held 
online on the 6th, China's State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi commented on the 
situation surrounding the Korean peninsula, stating, “An effective way to break the deadlock is 
to ease sanctions on North Korea.”  
 
In addition, Yi did not try to keep his support of North Korea secret by stating, “Conducting the 
U.S.-ROK joint military exercise is not constructive considering the current situation, and if the 
United States really wants to restore dialogue with North Korea, it should not take any action 
that strains the situation.” 
 
The main purpose of these remarks is to contain the United States as China has intensified 
conflicts with it. However, China's restraint against the United States by using the North Korean 
situation could eventually lead to a bitter counterattack. There are several issues between 
North Korea and China, such as these “torture dolls,” accepting North Korean workers who can 
be seen as forced labor and in violation of sanctions, or deporting of North Korean defectors, all 
of which North Korea and China do not want attention on from the international community. 
 
Reporter: Ko Young-gi 
 
---------------------------------------------------------​
Prepared by Lia Vincenzo, HRNK Research Intern 
 
Original Newsletter Archived and available here: 
http://web.archive.org/web/20250813171543/https://mailchi.mp/e709b08e7426/hrnk-news-i
tems-engage-nk-but-hold-it-accountable-the-darkness-of-nk-prisons-us-human-rights-orga
nizations-paid-attention-to-torture-dolls?e=%5BUNIQID%5D 
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9. SEPTEMBER 
 

Tuesday, September 1, 2021 
 

Special Envoy for Human Rights in North Korea Vacancy To Be 
Filled Following Approval from Assistant Secretary of State 

 
Top News: 
Special Envoy for Human Rights in North Korea Vacancy To Be Filled Following Approval from 
Assistant Secretary of State (VOA, 08/17/2021)  

 
In North Korea: 
At least one Mercedes-Benz shipped to North Korea in 2019 despite sanctions (NK News, 
09/01/2021) 
N. Korea May Be Pushing Biden for Nuclear Deal Trump Rejected (VOA, 08/31/2021) 
NK rejects offer of 3m Sinovac vaccine doses (The Korea Herald, 09/01/2021) 
North Korea turns down Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine doses - WSJ (Reuters, 09/01/2021) 
Two North Korean Children Kidnapped by Desperate, Hungry Citizens (Radio Free Asia, 
08/31/2021) 
Was Kim Jong Un Vaccinated Earlier This Year?  (National Interest, 08/31/2021) 

 
In South Korea: 
Alleged North Korean collaborator claims he was preparing for unification (NK News, 
08/31/2021) 
Cost-sharing deal on Seoul’s contribution for US troops enters into force (NK News, 
09/01/2021) 
S. Korea asks for continued efforts to encourage N. Korea's participation at health security 
forum (The Korea Herald, 09/01/2021) 
WHO chief welcomes S. Korea's push for regional cooperation forum against health crises 
(Yonhap, 09/01/2021) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: 
How the F-35 Stealth Fighter Jet Could Change North Korea's Calculus (National Interest, 
08/31/2021) 
September: An important month for inter-Korean relations (The Korea Times, 09/01/2021) 

 
International: 
Door remains open for dialogue with N. Korea: White House (Yonhap, 09/01/2021) 
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https://www.voakorea.com/korea/korea-social-issues/north-korea-human-rights-12
https://www.voakorea.com/korea/korea-social-issues/north-korea-human-rights-12
https://www.nknews.org/2021/09/at-least-one-mercedes-benz-shipped-to-north-korea-in-2019-despite-sanctions/
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/experts-n-korea-may-be-pushing-biden-nuclear-deal-trump-rejected
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210901000852&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-turns-down-sinovac-covid-19-vaccine-doses-wsj-2021-09-01/
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/kids-08312021191359.html
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/korea-watch/was-kim-jong-un-vaccinated-earlier-year%C2%A0-192795
https://www.nknews.org/2021/08/alleged-north-korean-collaborator-claims-he-was-preparing-for-unification/
https://www.nknews.org/2021/09/cost-sharing-deal-on-seouls-contribution-for-us-troops-enters-into-force/
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210901000146&ACE_SEARCH=1
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210901000146&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210901004800325?section=nk/nk
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/how-f-35-stealth-fighter-jet-could-change-north-koreas-calculus-192809
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/09/103_314876.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210901000300325?section=nk/nk








































































































































































 

10. OCTOBER 
 

Friday, October 1, 2021 
 

HRNK Report Launch; North Korea test-fires new anti-aircraft 
missile 

 
Top News:​
HRNK Launched Report on North Korea's Political Prison Camp Kwan-li-so No.25(HRNK, 
09/30/2021) 
In North Korea: ​
EXPLAINER: Kim’s sister leads N. Korea’s pressure campaign (AP News, 10/01/2021)​
N. Korea test-fired new anti-aircraft missile: state media (Yonhap, 10/01/2021)​
North Korea Forces Hungry Citizens to Pay for Propaganda Murals (Radio Free Asia, 
09/30/2021)​
N.K. leader vows support for China's fight against 'hostile forces' (Yonhap, 10/01/2021)​
N. Korea's highest court urges regional cooperation against U.S.' hostile policy(Yonhap, 
10/01/2021)​
North Korea’s new hypersonic missile and its likely implications (NK Pro, 10/01/2021)​
North Korea Sends Confusing Signals: Dialogue or Tension? (The New York Times, 10/01/2021)​
What does Kim Yo-jong's SAC appointment mean? (The Korea Times, 10/01/2021)​
​
In South Korea: ​
FM Chung dismisses Pyongyang's call for withdrawal of hostile policy as 'unilateral'(Yonhap, 
10/01/2021)​
Foreign ministry reaffirms continued efforts with U.S. to reengage with N. Korea(Yonhap, 
10/01/2021)​
Leak found in Seoul's inter-Korean cooperation budget (Korea JoongAng Daily, 10/01/2021)​
Moon voices strong confidence in defense posture after N.K. missile test (Yonhap, 10/01/2021)​
Top nuke envoy returns from Indonesia after N.K. talks with U.S. (Yonhap, 10/01/2021)​
‘Trust and pride’ in the military behind proposal to end Korean War, says Moon (NK News, 
10/01/2021)​
Unification minister calls for Europe's role in peace process, humanitarian assistance to N.K. 
(Yonhap, 10/01/2021)​
Why South Korea Decided to Build Its Own Aircraft Carrie (National Interest, 10/01/2021)​
​
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​
N. Korea remains unresponsive to Seoul's calls after Kim's offer to restore hotlines(Yonhap, 
10/01/2021)​
​
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https://www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Bermudez_Camp25_FINAL.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/diplomacy-united-states-seoul-foreign-policy-south-korea-d9c0a191c679795ffbda6dbcb649c816
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211001000500325?section=nk/nk
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/murals-09302021161209.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211001001100325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211001002100325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-koreas-new-hypersonic-missile-and-its-likely-implications/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/01/world/asia/north-korea-missile-launch.html
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/10/103_316335.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211001009500325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211001003800325
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/10/01/national/socialAffairs/seoul-metropolitan-government-InterKorean-Exchange-and-Cooperation-Committee-civic-group/20211001050006941.html?detailWord=
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211001004200315
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211001003300325
https://www.nknews.org/2021/10/trust-and-pride-in-the-military-behind-proposal-to-end-korean-war-says-moon/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211001006200325?section=nk/nk
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/reboot/why-south-korea-decided-build-its-own-aircraft-carrier-194607
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211001003200325?section=nk/nk


















 

https://web.archive.org/web/20250816164049/https://mailchi.mp/65b92ddf3dde/hrnk-news
-itemskoreas-restore-cross-border-hotlines-55-days-after-suspensionnorth-korea-issues-wa
rning-to-un-security-council?e=%5BUNIQID%5D 
 

——————————————————— 

Tuesday, October 5, 2021 
 

[Washington Talk] North Korea's persistent 'missile 
launches'...discussions of 'North Korean human rights'?  

 
Top News:​
​
An exclusive VOA interview featuring Roberta Cohen, Co-Chair Emeritus at HRNK and Jieun 
Baek, a Fellow at Harvard Kennedy School's Belfer Center. 
 

●​ [Washington Talk] North Korea's persistent 'missile launches'...discussions of 'North 
Korean human rights'? (VOA, 10/02/2021) 

 
In North Korea:  

●​ North Korea tests 667 more people for COVID, reports no positive cases (NK News, 
10/04/2021) 

●​ Severe rains hit North Korea's Yongbyon nuclear complex: state media (NK News, 
10/05/2021) 

 
In South Korea:  

●​ Moon tries to fan flame of warmer relations with North (Korea JoongAng Daily, 
10/05/2021) 

●​ Only 44 pct of S. Koreans think unification with N.K. necessary: poll (Yonhap, 
10/05/2021) 

●​ One More Korean Summit Before Moon Jae-In's Term Ends? (National Interest, 
10/05/2021) 

●​ S. Korea to keep close eye on possibility of N.K.'s participation in Beijing Olympics: 
ministry (Yonhap, 10/05/2021) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: 

●​ Koreas talk on hotline restored after North's missile tests (AP News, 10/04/2021) 
●​ North and South Korea restore severed communications hotlines (UPI, 10/04/2021) 
●​ North bullies South over communication lines (Korea Times, 10/05/2021) 
●​ North Korea answers inter-Korean hotline for first time in nearly 2 months (NK News, 

10/05/2021) 
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https://web.archive.org/web/20250816164049/https://mailchi.mp/65b92ddf3dde/hrnk-news-itemskoreas-restore-cross-border-hotlines-55-days-after-suspensionnorth-korea-issues-warning-to-un-security-council?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250816164049/https://mailchi.mp/65b92ddf3dde/hrnk-news-itemskoreas-restore-cross-border-hotlines-55-days-after-suspensionnorth-korea-issues-warning-to-un-security-council?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250816164049/https://mailchi.mp/65b92ddf3dde/hrnk-news-itemskoreas-restore-cross-border-hotlines-55-days-after-suspensionnorth-korea-issues-warning-to-un-security-council?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIEJ70plNfc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIEJ70plNfc
https://www.nknews.org/2021/10/north-korea-tests-667-more-people-for-covid-reports-no-positive-cases/
https://www.nknews.org/2021/10/severe-rains-hit-north-koreas-yongbyon-nuclear-complex-state-media/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/10/05/national/northKorea/Moon-Jaein-Blue-House-US-State-Department/20211005165853018.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211005008100325?section=nk/nk
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/korea-watch/one-more-korean-summit-moon-jae-%E2%80%99s-term-ends-194902
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211005005700325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211005005700325?section=nk/nk
https://apnews.com/article/seoul-south-korea-north-korea-7ee05e6c8defa9e60575e6372bb02513
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2021/10/04/North-Korea-South-Korea-restart-communications-hotlines/7631633335072/
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/10/103_316461.html
https://www.nknews.org/2021/10/north-korea-to-answer-inter-korean-hotlines-again-says-state-media/




















































































































































 

11. NOVEMBER 
 

Monday, November 1, 2021 
 

U.N. Special Rapporteur Quintana - "China Told Me Not to Speak 
About the North Korean Defector Issue" 

 
Top News: 
U.N. Special Rapporteur Quintana: "China Told Me Not to Speak About the North Korean 
Defector Issue" (MBC News, 10/27/2021) 
** This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom of 
the email.  

 
China: "Don't Mention the North Korean Defectors"...Rejects UN Rapporteur's "Mandate" (Maeil 
Business Newspaper, 10/27/2021) 
** This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom of 
the email.  

 
In North Korea:  
New time horizon on North Korea’s border shutdown? (North Korea Economic Watch, 
10/31/2021) 
North says no more sanctions in return for end-of-war talks (Korea JoongAng Daily, 11/01/2021) 
North Korea strengthens financial control, tackles e-payments in new laws (NK News, 
11/01/2021) 
North Korean fishing boats may be resuming greater activity in East Sea: Imagery(NK News, 
11/01/2021) 

 
In South Korea:  
Moon urges solidarity to tackle global supply chain crisis (The Korea Herald, 11/01/2021) 
Moon pushes for pope's visit to Pyongyang (Korea JoongAng Daily, 11/01/2021) 
Moon says Pope Francis stated intent to visit N. Korea (Yonhap, 11/01/2021) 
S. Korea to develop homegrown lightweight torpedoes by 2028(Yonhap, 11/01/2021) 
S. Korea, U.S. kick off joint air exercise (Yonhap, 11/01/2021) 
Unification ministry to discuss resuming Panmunjom tours with UNC (Yonhap, 11/01/2021) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship:  
Seoul urges Pyongyang to accept proposed visit by pope (Yonhap, 11/01/2021) 
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https://imnews.imbc.com/news/2021/world/article/6310322_34880.html
https://imnews.imbc.com/news/2021/world/article/6310322_34880.html
https://www.mk.co.kr/news/politics/view/2021/10/1016230/
http://www.nkeconwatch.com/2021/10/31/new-time-horizon-on-north-koreas-border-shutdown/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/10/31/national/northKorea/Korean-War-North-Korea-sanctions/20211031191351327.html
https://www.nknews.org/2021/11/north-korea-strengthens-financial-control-tackles-e-payments-in-new-laws/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korean-fishing-boats-may-be-resuming-greater-activity-in-east-sea-imagery/
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20211101000861&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/10/31/national/politics/pope-francis-north-korea-g20/20211031190621363.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211101000900315
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211101009800325
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211101005451325
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211101005951325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211101005251325?section=nk/nk






















 

●​ An accidental conflict with North Korea is unlikely anytime soon with Pyongyang 
maintaining a very tight grip on its military, the chairman of U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said Wednesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap) 

●​ China and Russia are urging the U.N. Security Council to end a host of sanctions against 
North Korea including a ban on exports of seafood and textiles, a cap on imports of 
refined petroleum products and a prohibition on its citizens working overseas and 
sending home their earnings. (Edith M. Lederer, AP News) 

●​ China’s foreign ministry said North Korea has taken “denuclearization measures” and 
urged the U.S. to re-engage with Pyongyang, days after Beijing and Moscow sent a joint 
proposal to the U.N. Security Council (UNSC) seeking DPRK sanctions relief. (Chaewon 
Chung, NK News) 

●​ North Korea's ambassador to the United Nations (UN) has called for the dismantlement 
of the U.S.-led United Nations Command (UNC) on the Korean Peninsula, claiming it is 
only serving the political and military interests of Washington. (Yonhap) 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Lauren Morrison, HRNK Research Intern 
 
Original Newsletter Archived and available here: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20250818140616/https://mailchi.mp/f9ac94a09cfe/hrnk-news-i
tems-fighting-north-korean-human-rights-abuses-political-obstacles-in-getting-humanitaria
n-aide-to-north-korea?e=%5BUNIQID%5D 
 

——————————————————— 

Thursday, November 4, 2021 
 

HRNK News Items 
 
Top News: 
[VOA News Today] October 12, 2021 featuring HRNK's Executive Director on the addition of 
Korean words to the Oxford Dictionary. (VOA News) 
​
High-definition satellite images of the No. 3 Toseong-ri Correctional Center in Sinuiju, North 
Korea. (VOA News, 11/04/2021)​
​
In North Korea:​
Inside North Korea: 12 must-see photos for 2022 and beyond (NK News, 11/04/2021) ​
N. Korea calls for thorough wintertime anti-virus measures (Yonhap, 11/04/2021)​
N. Korean Cabinet calls on commercial sector to eradicate the “import disease”(Daily NK, 
11/04/2021)​
N. Korea’s new foreign currency vouchers still facing an uphill battle to broader circulation 
(Daily NK, 11/04/2021)​

1087 

https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211103009700325?section=nk/nk
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-business-russia-china-global-trade-5f384da77b55747d59988720a62793b6
https://www.nknews.org/pro/full-text-china-and-russias-new-appeal-to-un-for-north-korea-sanctions-relief/?t=1643702114978
https://www.nknews.org/pro/full-text-china-and-russias-new-appeal-to-un-for-north-korea-sanctions-relief/?t=1643702114978
https://www.nknews.org/2021/11/china-urges-the-us-to-acknowledge-north-koreas-denuclearization-measures/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211103009300325?section=nk/nk
https://web.archive.org/web/20250818140616/https://mailchi.mp/f9ac94a09cfe/hrnk-news-items-fighting-north-korean-human-rights-abuses-political-obstacles-in-getting-humanitarian-aide-to-north-korea?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250818140616/https://mailchi.mp/f9ac94a09cfe/hrnk-news-items-fighting-north-korean-human-rights-abuses-political-obstacles-in-getting-humanitarian-aide-to-north-korea?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250818140616/https://mailchi.mp/f9ac94a09cfe/hrnk-news-items-fighting-north-korean-human-rights-abuses-political-obstacles-in-getting-humanitarian-aide-to-north-korea?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYyQxzpMrnA&ab_channel=VOA%ED%95%9C%EA%B5%AD%EC%96%B4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYyQxzpMrnA&ab_channel=VOA%ED%95%9C%EA%B5%AD%EC%96%B4
https://youtu.be/DuMez6KIbeI
https://youtu.be/DuMez6KIbeI
https://www.nknews.org/2021/11/inside-north-korea-12-must-see-photos-for-2022-and-beyond/
http://yna.kr/AEN20211104002700325
https://www.dailynk.com/english/north-korean-cabinet-calls-commercial-sector-eradicate-import-disease/
https://www.dailynk.com/english/north-korea-new-foreign-currency-vouchers-still-facing-uphill-battle-broader-circulation/






















































































































































 

12. DECEMBER 
 

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 
 

N. Korea kicks up commemorative mood for late leader Kim 
Jong-il; With China and U.S. talks, Seoul tries to push forward on 

N. Korea 
 

In North Korea: 
A diplomat’s life: Tight schedules and resort-like thrills touring North Korea (NK News, 
12/01/2021) 
In North Korea, “Squid Game” Can Get You Killed (The National Interest, 11/29/2021) 
Kim Jong Un appears just once in 50 days as leader set to mark decade in power(NK News, 
12/01/2021) 
North Korea orders people to pay for candies as gifts from leader Kim Jong Un(Radio Free Asia, 
11/30/2021) 
N. Korea kicks up commemorative mood for late leader Kim Jong-il (Yonhap, 12/01/2021) 

 
In South Korea: 
Cardinal Yeom retires after 10 years of service (The Korea Herald, 11/30/2021) 
Could South Korea Become a Submarine Power? (The National Interest, 12/01/2021) 
DP's Lee changes his tune and gathers more support (Korea JoongAng Daily, 11/30/2021) 

 
International: 
Ask a North Korean: What do North Koreans think of regime sympathizers? (NK News, 
12/01/2021) 
Canada spots ship-to-ship transfers, North suspected (Korea JoongAng Daily, 12/01/2021) 
Covax sets aside vaccine doses for North Korea. (The New York Times, 11/30/2021) 
Korean War veteran receives Paik Sun-yup ROK-U.S. Alliance Award (Korea JoongAng Daily, 
12/01/2021) 
National security adviser goes to China for talks (Korea JoongAng Daily, 12/01/2021) 
Nat'l security adviser to visit China amid push to declare formal end to Korean War (Yonhap, 
12/01/2021) 
North Korean diplomat meets Chinese counterpart ahead of ROK official’s visit (NK News, 
12/01/2021) 
Pentagon chief due in Seoul for annual security talks on N. Korea, alliance (Yonhap, 12/01/2021) 
South Korea and America Must Look Beyond Pyongyang (The National Interest, 11/29/2021) 
Toward a Joint US-ROK Cyber Deterrence Strategy (38 North, 11/30/2021) 
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https://www.nknews.org/2021/12/a-diplomats-life-tight-schedules-and-resort-like-thrills-touring-north-korea/
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/korea-watch/north-korea-%E2%80%9Csquid-game%E2%80%9D-can-get-you-killed-197181
https://www.nknews.org/2021/12/kim-jong-un-appears-just-once-in-50-days-as-leader-set-to-mark-decade-in-power/
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/candy-11302021175529.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211201001900325?section=nk/nk
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20211130000640&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/reboot/could-south-korea-become-submarine-power-197279
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/11/30/national/politics/Lee-Jaemyung-candidate-election/20211130192257940.html
https://www.nknews.org/2021/12/ask-a-north-korean-what-do-north-koreans-think-of-regime-sympathizers/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/12/01/national/northKorea/North-Korea-sanctions-United-Nations/20211201175104681.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/30/world/asia/covax-sets-aside-vaccine-doses-for-north-korea.html
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/12/01/national/people/Congress-veteran-Korean-War/20211201191235679.html
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/12/01/national/diplomacy/National-Security-Office-Suh-Hoon-China/20211201171754248.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211201004500315
https://www.nknews.org/2021/12/north-korean-diplomat-meets-chinese-counterpart-ahead-of-rok-officials-visit/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211201000300325
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/south-korea-and-america-must-look-beyond-pyongyang-197156
https://www.38north.org/2021/11/toward-a-joint-us-rok-cyber-deterrence-strategy/










































































 

●​ Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi and U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
agreed on Saturday on the need to fortify their countries’ alliance amid a tougher 
regional security environment, a Japanese government official said. (Reuters) 

●​ The announcement of fresh US sanctions against North Korea might deal a blow to 
Seoul’s attempts to revive diplomacy with Pyongyang, experts said Sunday. (Ahn 
Sung-mi, The Korea Herald) 

●​ A fresh set of U.S. sanctions against North Korea is feared to dampen the momentum for 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in's proposal to declare an official end to the Korean 
War, as it comes as a virtual rejection of Pyongyang's demand for the U.S. to withdraw 
its "hostile policies" against it, which is a precondition that the bellicose regime set for 
end-of-war declaration talks. (Nam Hyun-woo, The Korea Times) 

●​ U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken agreed Saturday to bolster ties with Japan amid a 
changing security landscape in the Indo-Pacific region while meeting with Japanese 
Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi on the sidelines of the G-7 ministerial in Liverpool. 
(Nike Ching, VOA) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Jungeun Lee, HRNK Research Intern 
 
Original Newsletter Archived and available here: ​
https://web.archive.org/web/20250924030503/https://mailchi.mp/d3b98f1e743a/hrnk-news
-itemsinternational-cooperation-to-resolve-the-abduction-issue-as-a-global-issueus-jp-agree
-to-bolster-alliance-on-sidelines-of-g-7 
 

——————————————————— 

Monday, December 13, 2021 
 

Statement of Greg Scarlatoiu, HRNK Executive Director, at 
"International cooperation to resolve the abduction issue as 

a global issue 
Top News:  
Statement of Greg Scarlatoiu, HRNK Executive Director, at "International cooperation to resolve 
the abduction issue as a global issue" (Int'l Symposium hosted by the Government of Japan, 
December 11, 2021) (HRNK Insider) 

 
International: 
S. Korea's intel chief says U.S. vaccine support to N.K. could help revive nuclear talks (Yonhap, 
12/13/2021) 
In Australia, Moon upgrades bilateral ties, denies challenges to China (Korea JoonAng Daily, 
12/13/2021) 
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https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN2IQ0BS
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20211212000158&ACE_SEARCH=1
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/12/103_320390.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-japan-agree-to-bolster-security-alliance-on-sidelines-of-g-7/6350778.html
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https://www.hrnkinsider.org/2021/12/statement-of-greg-scarlatoiu-hrnk.html
https://www.hrnkinsider.org/2021/12/statement-of-greg-scarlatoiu-hrnk.html
https://www.hrnkinsider.org/2021/12/statement-of-greg-scarlatoiu-hrnk.html
http://yna.kr/AEN20211213003600325
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2021/12/13/national/politics/Australia-Scott-Morrison-Moon-Jaein/20211213173845584.html






























































































 

RESEARCH NOTES 
 
STATEMENT ON ACCURACY 
 
This compilation of daily news digests is designed to faithfully reproduce the content of the 
original email newsletters. We have sparingly made minor corrections for accuracy and 
clarity, leaving in place most of the original editorial choices. The original versions remain 
accessible through the urls listed under each daily digest. 
 
NOTE ON MISSING NEWSLETTERS  
 
This project aims to provide a complete collection of all newsletters from 2021. It should 
therefore be noted that occasionally, a newsletter was never issued and is thus not 
contained in this report.  
 
ONLINE ACCESS AND URL ARCHIVAL  
 
We have utilized the Wayback Machine (http://web.archive.org/), the web page archival 
service of the Internet Archive, to ensure long-term preservation and accessibility to the 
original newsletters as well as to most of the news linked within them. Through the 
Wayback Machine, users of this report can view the original newsletters, verify 
information, and conduct further research. 
 
ADDITIONAL OUTSIDE RESOURCES  
 
For researchers interested in other publications that offer annual summaries of events in 
North Korea, the Asian Survey journal may be of interest to them. This report was prepared 
independently from the Asian Survey. 
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GUIDE TO MORE HRNK RESOURCES 
 
HRNK’s flagship long-form reports form the foundation of its research and advocacy. They 
cover political prison camps, satellite imagery analysis, forced labor, broader human rights 
abuses, the structure of North Korea’s state and society, and the implications for the 
international community. These publications, widely cited by policymakers, scholars, and 
international bodies, are available on HRNK’s website under the Documentation section: 
https://www.hrnk.org/documentation/. 
 
HRNK’s full collection of reports is also freely available at the Internet Archive’s Open 
Library: 
https://openlibrary.org/publishers/Committee_for_Human_Rights_in_North_Korea, 
and indexed in Wikidata: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q136028079. 
 
For shorter, accessible commentary, HRNK publishes HRNK Insider: 
https://www.hrnkinsider.org/, a blog featuring reflections on policy debates, updates on 
human rights issues, and submissions to bodies such as the United Nations and the U.S. 
Congress. 
 
HRNK also runs North Korea’s Hidden Gulags: https://www.nkhiddengulag.org/, a platform 
developed for its Young Professionals Writing Program. It features essays by interns that 
combine academic research with humanitarian perspectives on North Korea’s prison camp 
system and related abuses. 
 
In addition, U.S Congressional testimony by HRNK experts is available in Wikisource: 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Category:Works_by_the_Committee_for_Human_Rights
_in_North_Korea and indexed in Wikidata: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q136168156. 
 
Together, these resources provide both in-depth research and accessible insights, 
reflecting HRNK’s commitment to engaging a wide audience on North Korean human 
rights. 
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