North Koreans are banned from watching movies and TV shows, including ones from China,
according to an updated list. (Ahn Chang Gyu, Kim Soyoung, RFA)

e On Aug. 23, Nikkei took pictures of a flood-damaged hamlet in Uiju from the other side of
the Yalu River in the Chinese border city of Dandong. The photos revealed that the hamlet
was being dismantled by hundreds of workers. (Nikkei Asia)

International:

Soyeon Lee, a North Korean defector and human rights activistmother whose son is
imprisoned in a political prison camp by the Kim Jong Un regime, will speak on Wednesday
before the local Community Board Six in support of the initiative to establish ‘Otto Warmbier
Way' in New York City, where the North Korean Mission to the UN is based. (Eric Shawn, Fox
News)

North Korea has expressed opposition to China's plan to install telecommunication facilities
near their shared border, alleging that Beijing's failure to consult Pyongyang in advance
constitutes a violation of international guidelines. (Christy Lee, VOA)

During a campaign rally in Pennsylvania, a key battleground state, former President Trump
again boasted about his personal ties with the North Korean leader, as he and the vice
president are in a tight race with the presidential election just a little over two months away.
(Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

Prepared by Diana Darae Woo, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

web.archive.org /web /20250 00 /https: //mailchimp /hrnk.org /Zhrnk-news-items-a

s-in-effort-to-name-street-outside-north-koreas-un-office-after-otto-warmbier?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
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Dutch Minister of Defense Ruben Brekelmans says Seoul and partners should pursue
nonproliferation, but says decision on nukes is up to South Korea during a meeting with
press at the Westin Josun Hotel in Seoul on Tuesday. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Despite Israel's nearly one-year-long war with Hamas in Gaza after the Oct. 7 attacks,
security experts continue to sound the alarm that Jerusalem’s greatest threat actually lies to
the north in Lebanon, where Hezbollah has developed a sophisticated tunnel system. (Caitlin
McFall, Fox News)

An Italian naval ship recently carried out monitoring and surveillance operations around
Japan for the first time in a bid to curb North Korea's illicit maritime activities, according to
Tokyo's defense ministry. (Alannah Hill, NK News)

North Korea has continued to supply advanced short-range ballistic missiles to Russia in
defiance of sanctions meant to prevent Pyongyang from developing such weapons and
Moscow from importing them. (John Ismay, The New York Times)

North Korean arms shipments are enabling Russia to maintain its weapons stockpile as it
continues its invasion of Ukraine, Germany’s chief of defense said on Monday during a visit
to South Korea to highlight security cooperation between Berlin and Seoul. (Michael Lee,
Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korea and Poland have discussed ways to strengthen economic cooperation in various
sectors, including the defense industry, Seoul's foreign ministry said Wednesday. (Kim
Han-joo, Yonhap)

Ukraine carried out a military strike on a Russian arms depot used to store North Korean
missiles over the weekend. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

Joint statement by the defense chiefs of nations within the UN condemns North
Korea-Russia arms trade to be dangerous, as they view it as a kind of "unprecedented" global
tension. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

The World Food Program is still unable to reenter North Korea more than three years after
withdrawing staff during the pandemic, says UN top official for DPRK, leaving it unable to
provide food aid. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Prepared by James Campbell, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
://web.archive.org /web /20250723150012 /https: //mailchi.mp /hrnk.org /hrnk-news-items-north-korea-punishes-teen
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Ex-Korean Japanese escapees win damages suit against
Pyongyang; Unification minister urges N. Korea to improve
human rights
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In North Korea:
N. Korea appears to have discharged border dam water: environment ministry (Yonhap, 9/11,/2024)

N. Korea fires multiple short-range ballistic missiles toward East Sea (Yonhap, 09/12/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

(Yonhap,

X-Rorean Jd
9/12,/2024)
Unification minister urges N. Korea to heed int'l community's call to improve human rights (Yonhap,
9/12/2024)

International:

Australian warship sets out on mission to monitor illegal North Korean shipments (NK News,
9/12/2024)

Biden nominates Lieut. Gen Xavier Brunson as U.S. Forces Korea Commander (Yonhap, 9/12/2024)

Newly made North Korean missile used in Russian strike on Ukraine: Report (NK News, 9/12/2024)
North Korea uses Chinese facilities to import millions in goods from Japan, US (NK PRO, 9/12/2024)

U.S. describes N.K. missile launches, stresses ‘ironclad' commitment to S. Korea (Yonhap, 9/12/2024)

In North Korea:

e North Korea appears to have discharged a "considerable" amount of water from the
upstream of its dam near the inter-Korean border. The Ministry of Environment has notified
the situation to related authorities, including the military and the local government. (Kim
Na-young, Yonhap)

e North Korea fired multiple short-range ballistic missiles toward the East Sea on Thursday,
the South Korean military said, a week after Pyongyang warned that South Korea and the
United States will have to pay a "dear price" for their joint drills. (Lee Minji, Chae Yun-hwan,

Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e Former Korean Japanese people who defected from North Korea after migrating to the
North under the communist state's repatriation program decades ago won a damages suit
filed in Seoul against Pyongyang. (Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

e South Korea's point man on North Korea once again urged Pyongyang on Thursday to heed
the international community's repeated calls to improve its dismal human rights situation.
(Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

International:

e An Australian warship has joined an operation to monitor the illegal shipment of goods to
and from North Korea in violation of U.N. sanctions. (Alannah Hill, NK News)
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U.S. President Joe Biden has nominated Lieut. Gen. Xavier Brunson, the commander of I
Corps, to lead the South Korea-U.S. Combined Forces Command. His Senate confirmation
hearing is slated for Tuesday next week. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

Russia has used a North Korean ballistic missile manufactured as recently as this year in its
continuing strikes on Ukraine, a finding that one expert said suggests Pyongyang is churning

out missiles on demand for the Kremlin’s war effort. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

North Korea appears to have imported millions of dollars worth of goods from Japan, South
Korea and even the U.S. by way of Chinese entrepot facilities this year. (Anton Solokin, NK
PRO)

The United States condemned North Korea's launch of ballistic missiles, reaffirming its
"ironclad" security commitment to South Korea. Pyongyang launched multiple short-range
ballistic missiles toward the East Sea on Thursday. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

Friday, September 13th, 2024

U.S. Department of Labor: North Korea Produces Seven Items

Using Forced Labor, Also Evident in China and Russia

Top News:
U.S. Department of Labor: North Korea Produces Seven Items Using Forced Labor, Also Evident in
China and Russia (VOA, 9/6,/2024)

Expr ncern Over Incr in Public Ex ions in North Korea; Willingn A
Escapees Reaffirmed (VOA, 9/6,/2024)

*These articles have been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom of the email.

In North Korea:

rin ial operations for -firing of multiple rocket launcher (Yonhap,

9/13/2024)

North Korea gives a glimpse of a secretive uranium-enrichment facility as Kim pushes for more
nukes (AP News, 9/13/2024)

North Korea launches several ballistic missiles in latest provocation (UPI, 9/12 /2024)

North Korea releases images of Kim Jong Un visiting a uranium enrichment site, giving rare glimpse
inside its nuclear program (CNN, 9/13 /2024)
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North Korea shows first photos of banned uranium enrichment site (Reuters, 9/13 /2024)
rth Korea slams expandin mman hreat, warns of 'counteraction’ (NK News,

9/13/2024)
North Korea unveils uranium enrichment facility for the first time (Radio Free Asia, 9/12/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

North Korea launches ballistic missiles off Korean peninsula, Seoul says (France 24, 9/12 /2024)
South Koreans are starkly divided over North Korea's nuclear threat (AP News, 9/12/2024)

International:

NIS monitoring N.Korean foreign minister's possible trip to Russia (Yonhap, 9/13/2024)

Putin admires Kim Jong Un, unlike other world leaders, North Koreans are told (Radio Free Asia,
9/12/2024)

Russian military plane makes rare flight to North Korea from St. Petersburg (NK News, 9/13 /2024)
Tokyo says it 'lodged a protest' after North Korea fired missiles toward Sea of Japan (CNBC,
9/12/2024)

Top Russian security official meets N.K leader in Pyongyang: report (Yonhap, 9/13/2024)

Top News:

e The U.S. Department of Labor has pointed out that North Korea continues to produce seven
types of goods, including bricks, using forced labor. It has also been revealed that North
Korean workers are being forced into labor in mainland China and Russia. (Ahn Jun-ho, VOA)

e Recent reports of multiple North Korean officials being executed for their alleged
responsibility in flood-related incidents have raised serious concerns within the U.S.
government. The willingness to accept North Korean refugees recommended by the UN
Refugee Agency has also been reaffirmed. (Ahn Jun-ho, VOA)

In North Korea:

e Kim Jong-un has inspected a training base for special operations forces and a test-firing of a
new 600mm multiple rocket launcher. He toured various facilities and training grounds,
commenting that they were effectively organized to simulate real warfare. (Kim Han-joo,
Yonhap)

e North Korea offered a rare glimpse into a secretive facility to produce weapons-grade
uranium as state media reported Friday that leader Kim Jong Un visited the area and called
for stronger efforts to “exponentially” increase its number of nuclear weapons. (Hyung-jin
Kim, Kim Tong-Hyung, AP News)

e North Korea launched multiple ballistic missiles into the East Sea on Thursday, days after
leader Kim Jong Un called for a nuclear weapons buildup. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

e New pictures of Kim Jong Un touring what state media said is a uranium enrichment facility
have given an extremely rare glimpse inside the isolated nation’s closely guarded nuclear
weapons program. (Yoonjung Seo, Lucas Lilieholm, Mike Valerio, CNN)
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e North Korea for the first time showed images of the centrifuges that produce fuel for its
nuclear bombs on Friday, as Kim Jong Un visited a uranium enrichment facility and called for
more weapons-grade material to boost the arsenal. (Hyunsu Yim, Josh Smith, Reuters)

e North Korea vowed to take "strategic counteraction" against an expanding United Nations
Command on Friday, days after members of the multinational military force condemned
DPRK-Russia arms trade. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e North Korea unveiled details of its uranium enrichment facility for the first time, with its
leader calling for increasing the number of centrifuges for uranium enrichment so it can
increase its nuclear arsenal for self-defense. (Taejun Kang, Radio Free Asia)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e Seoul's Joint Chief of Staff said it was analysing details of a launch of multiple short-range
ballistic missiles and "closely sharing information on the North Korean ballistic missile with
the USA and Japanese authorities, while strengthening surveillance and vigilance in
preparation for further launches." (Erance 24)

e Division in South Korean sentiment on North Korea are now sharper than ever, influenced —
or not — by Pyongyang’s repeated vows to attack South Korea and its buildup of
nuclear-capable weapons. (Foster Klug, Jiwon Song, Jae C. Hong, AP News)

International:

e The National Intelligence Service is closely monitoring the possibility that North Korean
Foreign Minister Choe Son-hui will visit Russia to attend the fourth Eurasian Women's
Forum set for Sept. 18-20 in St. Petersburg. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e North Koreans were told at this week’'s mandatory neighborhood watch meetings that
President Putin deeply admires Kim Jong Un. (Kim Jieun, Radio Free Asia)

e A Russian military command and control aircraft flew directly to North Korea from St.
Petersburg on Friday, a rare flight route that one expert said suggests the visit is tied to
Vladimir Putin’s recent activities in the city. (Anton Solokin, NK News)

e After North Korea fired several ballistic missiles toward the Sea of Japan, Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida said Thursday that he “strongly condemns” the move, adding that
Tokyo has already “lodged a protest” with the Hermit Kingdom. (Zenith Wong, CNBC)

e A Russian delegation, led by Sergei Shoigu, secretary of Moscow's Security Council, visited
North Korea on Friday and was received by the North's leader. The visit came as North Korea
and Russia have been bolstering military and other cooperation on the occasion of Moscow's
war in Ukraine. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

U.S. Department of Labor: North Korea Produces Seven Items Using Forced Labor, Also Evident in
China and Russia

The U.S. Department of Labor has pointed out that North Korea continues to produce seven types of
goods, including bricks, using forced labor. It has also been revealed that North Korean workers are

being forced into labor in mainland China and Russia. Additionally, the report highlighted that some
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raw materials made by child labor are used in indium production in South Korea. Ahn Jun-ho

reports.

The U.S. Department of Labor's 'List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor' report
released on September 5th states that North Korea continues to produce goods through forced

labor.

The report specifies that North Korea produces bricks, cement, coal, gold, iron, textiles, and timber

through forced labor.

The Labor Department also disclosed that over a thousand Uighurs and other persecuted ethnic
minorities are being forced into labor at squid processing facilities in mainland China, with North

Korean workers also being employed in such conditions.

[Report] "Furthermore, workers from North Korea have also been transferred to work at squid
processing facilities. Squid processing companies and government entities frequently engage in
coercive recruitment, limit workers’ freedom of movement and communication, and subject workers

to constant surveillance."
The report also noted the use of North Korean forced labor in timber production in Russia.

The Labor Department publishes this report biennially, and the previous 10th report released two
years ago also pointed out that North Korea was producing seven types of goods through forced

labor.
Forced labor refers to all labor or services provided involuntarily under the threat of punishment.

The international community strictly prohibits forced labor, considering it a form of modern-day

slavery.

Earlier, the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) issued a report in July
on the state of forced labor in North Korea, stating, "The institutionalized forced labor in North

Korea constitutes a severe human rights violation."

The report further stated, "People in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea are controlled and
exploited through an extensive and multi-layered system of forced labor. The system is directed
towards the interests of the State rather than the people. Forced labor provides a source of free
labor for the State and acts as a means for the State to control, monitor, and indoctrinate the

population.”
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The report urged the North Korean government to abolish all forms of forced labor in violation of

international law and all forms of slavery and similar practices.

It also called for the international community to investigate and prosecute those suspected of
committing international crimes, and for the UN Security Council to refer the situation to the

International Criminal Court (ICC).

Greg Scarlatoiu, Executive Director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK),
told VOA in a phone interview, “Forced labor in North Korea is extraordinarily serious. The North
Korean regime relies on repressing, oppressing, and exploiting its own people in order to procure
the funding needed to develop nuclear weapons, and ballistic missiles and to keep the elites of North
Korea happy through access to hard currency and luxury goods from the outside world. (So,) It's a

very serious issue definitely. This is for a regime that relies on forced labor - no doubt about it”

Scarlatoiu also noted that North Korean forced labor occurs mainly in China, Russia, and the Middle

East, primarily in construction and logging sites, and the textile industry.

He also pointed out that "The international community must scrutinize whether products made with

North Korean forced labor are being imported.”

The U.S. Department of Labor stated in its 11th report that child and forced labor were used to

produce 204 types of goods in 82 countries and regions.

Notably, the report added 37 types of goods including lead, nickel, polyvinyl chloride, and squid, and

four countries including South Korea, Belarus, the Netherlands, and Mauritius as new entries.

The report mentioned that zinc, used to produce indium in Bolivia, employs child labor, and there is

credible evidence that indium produced in South Korea used such zinc.

South Korea imported zinc concentrates worth $385 million from Bolivia in 2022, which included

zinc produced with child labor and used in the production of indium.
This is Ahn Jun-ho from VOA News.

Translated by Doohyun Kim, HRNK Social Media Associate; Edited by Saege Anzueto, HRNK Research

Intern

U.S. Expresses Concern Over Increase in Public Executions in North Korea; Willingness to Accept

Escapees Reaffirmed
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Recent reports of multiple North Korean officials being executed for their alleged responsibility in
flood-related incidents have raised serious concerns within the U.S. government. The willingness to
accept North Korean refugees recommended by the UN Refugee Agency has also been reaffirmed.
Human rights experts have pointed out that North Korea is scapegoating these officials for the
floods, and that executions without fair trials are clear violations of human rights. Reporter Ahn

Jun-ho reports.

On September 5th, a spokesperson from the U.S. State Department expressed concerns related to
the announcement by South Korea's National Intelligence Service that North Korea has recently
executed multiple officials blamed for flood damages, stating, “The increasing number of public

executions in North Korea has intensified an environment of fear and repression”

[State Department Spokesperson] “A continuing rise in the number of public executions in the
DPRK has heightened an environment of fear and repression. We remain gravely concerned about
the lack of transparency, fairness, and accountability within the DPRK’s judicial system, which

systematically denies individuals the right to due process, including fair trials”

The National Intelligence Service noted on the 4th that there were trends of multiple officials being
executed at the end of July in North Pyongan and Jagang provinces due to their alleged
responsibilities for flood damages. It was suggested that Kang Bong-hun, a party secretary from

Jagang province, might have been among those executed.

Kim Jong-un, the Chairman of North Korea, had indicated at an emergency expanded meeting of the
party's Politburo on July 3lst that, “Those responsible for inexcusably severe casualties due to gross

negligence in their duties assigned by the party and state would be strictly punished”
Ongoing Concerns About North Korea's Judicial System and Human Rights Violations:

While specific details on the punishments have not been disclosed, testimonies from escapees and
reports from UN agencies suggest that arbitrary detentions, torture, and public executions without

fair trials are common in North Korea.

[State Department Spokesperson] “While there has been an increasing number of reported elite
defections over the past year, DPRK law criminalizes defection and attempted defection, especially
for government officials. Family members of escapees face these punishments as well. When North
Korean escapees make it safely to other countries, we encourage host countries to take steps to

provide protection, ease suffering, uphold human dignity, and provide critical assistance.
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U.S. Reaffirms Willingness to Accept North Korean Refugees:

The State Department spokesperson reaffirmed the U.S. willingness to accept North Korean

refugees.

[State Department Spokesperson] “We remain willing to accept North Koreans to the U.S. Refugee
Admissions Program through UNHCR referrals. We continue to work with the international
community to raise awareness of DPRK human rights issues, document violations and abuses,
counter DPRK transnational repression, and increase the flow of independent information into,

through, and out of the DPRK”

Greg Scarlatoiu, Executive Director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK),
in a telephone interview with VOA regarding the executions related to flood responsibilities in North

Korea, stated, “Kim Jong-un's regime is merely looking for scapegoats.”

[Transcript: Greg Scarlatoiu] “Just looking for scapegoats, that's all, so you know that's how North
Korea works. The regime, the Supreme leader never assumes responsibility; they always find
scapegoats, and this is what's happening right now. So, they've suffered very severe environmental

damage; they're simply looking for scapegoats—that's how it goes.

He explained that despite the severe natural disasters being no fault of the party officials, North

Korea has executed these officials to placate public discontent.

Scarlatoiu also emphasized that the execution of high-ranking officials without fair trial processes

constitutes a clear violation of human rights.

[Transcript: Greg Scarlatoiu] “The execution of senior officials, you know, we have documented this
here at HRNK. Senior officials have been executed using ZPU4 anti-aircraft machine guns. That is
clearly a violation. There is clearly no proper due process; there's clearly no proper trial. We have
tried hard to document this execution, so yes, you know, these executions may amount to crimes

against humanity, to human rights violations indeed.”

In the past, North Korea used anti-aircraft guns for executions, including in December 2013 for Kim
Jong-un's uncle, Jang Song-taek, then the second-in-command, and in April 2015 for Hyon
Yong-chol, the Minister of the People’s Armed Forces, reportedly for falling asleep in Kim Jong-un’s

presence.

However, details on how the officials responsible for the recent floods were executed have not yet

been disclosed.
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This is Ahn Jun-ho for VOA News.

Translated by Doohyun Kim, HRNK Social Media Associate; Edited by Saege Anzueto, HRNK Research

Intern

Saturday, September 14th, 2024

North Korea Gives First Glimpse of Weapons-Grade Uranium
Factory

In North Korea:

First Look at North Korea’s Uranium Enrichment Capabilities (38 North, 9/13 /2024)

Kim Jong Un tours uranium enrichment facility, demanding more nukes (NK News, 9/14 /2024)
North Korea Gives First Glimpse of Weapons-Grade Uranium Factory (The New York Times,
9/13,/2024)

Opium replaces meth as North Korea’s drug of choice (RFA, 9/11,/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
N. Korea launches more trash balloons toward S. Korea: JCS (Yonhap, 9/14/2024)

International:

K.1 rm Russian rity official on 1st anniv. of hny summit: KCNA (Yonhap,
9/14,/2024)
Trump says he'll be able to solve 'most' problems related to N. Korea, Iran via 'phone calls' (Yonhap,
9/14/2024)

U.S. says 'only viable path' for peace is 'complete’ Korean Peninsula denuclearization (Yonhap,
9/14/2024)

In North Korea:

e North Korean media coverage of Kim Jong-un's visit to the uranium enrichment facilities is
the first time images of the country’s centrifuge program have been shown. While only five
photos were provided, it is clear that the uranium enrichment program has advanced
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significantly since it was first revealed. (Olli Heinonen, Jack Liu, Peter Makowsky, Jenny
Town, Martyn Williams, 38 North)

Kim Jong Un inspected a uranium enrichment facility on Friday, emphasizing the increase in
nuclear weapon production. During the visit, he oversaw special forces exercises and a
tactical nuclear missile test using a new launch vehicle. (Colin Zwriko, NK News)

Although North Korea in 2010 showed a centrifuge plant to a visiting team of former U.S.
officials and academics, including a former director of Los Alamos National Laboratory,
Siegfried Hecker, the report and photos published in state media on Friday were the first
time that the country has unveiled such a facility to the wider world. (Choe Sang-hun, The
New York Times)

Decline in methamphetamine supplies from China prompt farmers to grow and sell poppies.
(Son Hyemin, RFA)

Inter-Korean Relations:

In a message sent to reporters at 10:26 p.m., South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said that
North Korea sent more balloons likely carrying trash, warning the public of falling objects
and asking people to report balloons to the military or police. (Lee Minji, Yonhap)

International:

Kim Jong-un has met with the head of Russia's Security Council in Pyongyang and vowed to
deepen the bilateral ties between the two countries. The meeting came on the anniversary of
a rare summit between Kim and Russian President Vladimir Putin last year, during which
Kim pledged his "full support" for Moscow. (Yi Wonju, Yonhap)

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump said Friday he will be able to solve "most of
the problems" related to North Korea and Iran through "phone calls" and possibly in-person
talks, as he commented on Pyongyang's rare disclosure of a nuclear facility and Tehran's
supply of missiles to Russia. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

The "only viable path" toward lasting peace is through the "complete" denuclearization of the
Korean Peninsula, a State Department spokesperson said Friday, after North Korea made a
rare disclosure of a uranium enrichment facility this week. The spokesperson made the
remarks, renewing calls for Pyongyang to return to "constructive" dialogue and reaffirming

America's "ironclad" security commitment to South Korea and Japan. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)
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Sunday, September 15th, 2024

Nearly 2,000 aging separated family members die in first 8
months of year: gov't data

In North Korea:

North Korea gives first look at uranium enrichment site amid nuclear weapons push (UPI,
09/13/2024

Photos likely show undeclared North Korea uranium enrichment site, analysts say (Reuters,
09/15/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
N. Korea launches trash balloons toward S. Korea for 2nd day: JCS (Yonhap, 09/15/2024)
i i ie i . gov't data (Yonhap,

o 000 aging separated family members die in f]
09,/15/2024)
Yoon says issue of separated families is 'most pressing task' (Yonhap, 09/15/2024)

International:

(Reuters, 09/14 /2024)
U.S. stresses reconnaissance efforts for Korean Peninsula after N.K. uranium enrichment site
disclosure (Yonhap, 09/14 /2024)

In North Korea:

e Kim Jong Un inspected a uranium enrichment facility and called for an increase in the
number of centrifuges to "exponentially" boost the isolated regime's nuclear arsenal, state

media reported Friday. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

e Photos of North Korea's its uranium enrichment facility may show an undeclared site for
building nuclear bombs just outside of its capital, analysts said. (Ju-min Park, Josh Smith,

Reuters)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e North Korea on Sunday launched balloons carrying trash toward South Korea for the second

straight day. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

e Nearly 2,000 separated family members in South Korea died in the first eight months of this
year without having an opportunity to reunite with their loved ones in North Korea after
being separated by the 1950-53 Korean War, government data showed Sunday. (Kim

Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol said Sunday that addressing the issue of family members separated

by the 1950-53 Korean War is "the most pressing task." (Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)
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International:

e Ukraine's spy chief said on Saturday that Russia's increased production of guided bombs as
well as artillery ammunition deliveries from North Korea present major problems for
Ukrainian forces on the battlefield. (Anastasiia Malenko, Reuters)

e The United States on Friday highlighted it has "devoted" more intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance assets for security on the Korean Peninsula, after North Korea made a rare
disclosure of a uranium enrichment facility this week. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

Prepared by Natalie Razera, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Monday, September 16th, 2024

Kim Jong Un reviewed plan to attack South Korean missile
command HQ; Ukraine 'helpless’ to prevent North Korea arms
supply to Russia

In North Korea:

rth Korea launches bi vaccination drive sin vid after children left unpr (The
Telegraph, 09/16,/2024)
N. Korea showcases newly built Western-style beer pub, firework store in Pyongyang (Yonhap,

09/16,/2024)

North Korea to convene rubber-stamp parliament on Oct. 7 to amend constitution (NK News,
09/16,/2024)

Photos likely show undeclared North Korea uranium enrichment site, analysts say (Reuters,
09/16,/2024)

Why Kim Jong Un’s uranium enrichment inspection may have little to do with US (NK News,
09/16,/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

Kim Jong Un review lan k h Korean missile command HQ, ph how (NK News,
09/16,/2024)

North Korea sends more trash balloon ‘gifts’ ahead of fall harvest holiday (NK News, 09/16 /2024)
Yoon says reuniting South Koreans with relatives in North is ‘most pressing task’ (NK News,
09/16,/2024)
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International:

rth Korean arms shipmen Russia are Ukraine’s ‘worst problem. Kyiv (NK News,
09/16,/2024)
North Korea’s top diplomat visiting Russia to attend forum where Putin to speak (NK News,
09/16,/2024)
Swedish diplomats return to North Korea, four years after leaving due to COVID (NK News,
09/16,/2024)
Ukraine ‘helpless’ to prevent North Korea arms supply to Russia (The Times, 09/16 /2024)

In North Korea:

North Korea has launched its biggest vaccine drive since the Covid-19 pandemic after a four
year hiatus on routine immunisation that has left children exposed to a myriad of deadly
diseases and raised the risk of outbreaks. (Rebecca Root, The Telegraph)

North Korea has showcased a Western-style beer pub and other various modern facilities in
its so-called new town district of Pyongyang. According to photos and an article released by
the Choson Sinbo, a pro-North Korean newspaper based in Japan, the new district features
the pub, a fireworks store and several large-scale restaurants along two major streets. (Kim
Han-joo, Yonhap)

North Korea will convene its rubber-stamp parliament on Oct. 7 to amend the constitution,
state media reported on Monday, in a move experts expect to formalize leader Kim Jong Un’s
rejection of reunification and potentially redefine the country’s borders. (Jeongmin Kim, NK
News)

North Korea for the first time showed images on Friday of the centrifuges that produce fuel
for its nuclear bombs, as leader Kim Jong Un visited a uranium enrichment facility and called
for more weapons-grade material to boost the arsenal. The photos showed Kim walking
between long rows of metal centrifuges, the machines that enrich uranium. (Ju-min Park,
Josh Smith, Reuters)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s decision to publicize his inspection of a secret uranium
enrichment facility last week may have had little to do with sending a message to
Washington ahead of the U.S. presidential election, despite appearances to the contrary,
some experts say. (Chad O’Carroll, NK News)

Inter-Korean Relations:

North Korean leader observed a special forces training lesson last week on infiltrating South
Korea’s Army Strategic Missile Command just months after the U.S. and ROK held key
nuclear talks at the site. Photos released by the Korean Central News Agency on Friday show
soldiers studying both satellite images and street-level photos of the Strategic Missile
Command headquarters. (Colin Zwirko, Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

North Korea launched trash balloons on consecutive days over the weekend, ahead of the
Chuseok fall harvest holiday, according to the South Korean military. The Joint Chiefs of Staff
(JCS) announced at around 10:30 p.m. on Saturday and again at around 5:20 p.m. on Sunday
that the DPRK had carried out more balloon barrages, the 19th and 20th launches since late
May. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)
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e Reuniting families separated by the decades-long division of the Korean Peninsula is “the
most pressing task” of the South Korean government, President Yoon Suk-yeol said on
Sunday, blaming North Korea for the lack of reunions in recent years. (Ifang Bremer, NK
News

International:

e North Korea’s shipments of weapons to Russia are the “worst problem” that Ukraine
currently faces, Kyiv’s military intelligence chief said Sunday, identifying Pyongyang as the
leading arms supplier supporting Mosco’s invasion. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e North Korea’s top diplomat is visiting Russia this week to attend two forums in St.
Petersburg, according to the Russian Embassy in Pyongyang, with leader Vladimir Putin also
scheduled to attend one of the events. Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui departed Pyongyang
for Vladivostok on an Air Koryo flight on Monday. (Alannah Hill, NK News)

e Swedish diplomats have returned to work at the country's embassy in North Korea,
according to Stockholm’s foreign ministry, making Sweden the first Western country to
resume operations in the DPRK since most diplomats left during the pandemic. Their arrival
marks a significant step toward a wider return of Western diplomats to the DPRK (Chad
O’Carroll, NK News)

e Ukraine can do nothing to prevent North Korea from supplying Russia with artillery shells
and ballistic missiles that are “critical” to the war and far exceed military aid provided by any
other supporter of President Putin, its intelligence chief has said. (Richard Lloyd Parry, The
Times)

Prepared by Katherine Mitchell, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

QID%5D

Tuesday, September 17th, 2024

North Korea executes 2 women who fled and were forcibly
repatriated from China

Top News:
rth Korea ex 2 women who fled and were forcibly repatri from China (RFA, 09/17/2024)

In North Korea:

N, Korea to hold key parliamentary meeting on Oct. 7 to revise constitution (Yonhap, 09/16,/2024)
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North Korea Sends Top Envoy to Russia as It Girds for Friction With Seoul (Bloomberg, 09/16,/2024)
rth Korea' iplomat h Russi militar ration grows (UPI, 09/17/2024)

International:
North Korea sends 500 workers to China in violation of sanctions (RFA, 09,/16/2024)

North Korean cybercriminals steal $22M from Indonesian crypto exchange (NK News, 09,/17/2024)
North Korean IT workers furtively seeking jobs at British firms. UK warns (NK News, 09,/17/2024)
Russia's Shoigu visits Iran for security talks, days after North Korea trip (Reuters, 09,/17/2024)

WHO receives sanctions exemption to send vaccine equipment to North Korea (NK News,
09/17/2024)

Top News:

e On August 31, two North Korean women, Ms. Ri and Ms. Kang, were executed in North Korea
after being forcibly repatriated from China for helping fellow North Koreans in China escape
to South Korea. Nine others were sentenced to life imprisonment, marking the first reported
executions since forced repatriations resumed in October 2023. Since the end of the Korean
War in 1953, 72% of the 34,000 total escapees have been women. (Jamin Anderson, REA)

In North Korea:

e North Korea will hold a key parliamentary meeting next month to mainly amend the
country's constitution, after its leader Kim Jong-un called for the revision to define South
Korea as its primary foe. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e North Korea sent its foreign minister to Russia for her second trip in less than a year to the
major backer of Kim Jong Un’s regime. (Jon Herskovitz, Bloomberq)

e North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui departed for a trip to Russia to attend the
Eurasian Women's Forum and the BRICS Women's Forum. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

International:

e North Korea has dispatched 500 workers to China - a violation of international sanctions -
in the first such deployment since the pandemic. (Kim Jieun, RFA)
e North Korean cybercriminals stole more than $20 million in cryptocurrency from a leading
Indonesian exchange last week, engineering more than a hundred virtual transactions to
stealthily move the illicit funds. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)
e North Korean IT workers are posing as freelancers from third countries to secure
employment with British companies, seeking to generate revenue to support the DPRK
regime and possibly access sensitive information. (Alannah Hill, NK News)
e Top Russian security official Sergei Shoigu held talks with his Iranian counterpart in Tehran
on Tuesday, days after meeting Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang. (Mark Trevelyan, Reuters)
e The World Health Organization has received a sanctions exemption to ship laboratory
equipment for vaccines to North Korea, as the U.N. agency supports a new campaign to
vaccinate over 1 million people in the country. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)
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Prepared by Bryan Clark, HRNK Research Intern

Wednesday, September 18th, 2024

N. Korea fires short-range ballistic missiles for second time in a
week; N. Korea ‘modifying’ Russian jet as early warning aircraft

In North Korea:

North Korea fires short-range ballistic missiles for second time in a week (Reuters, 09/18 /2024)
How North Korea's Declining Birth Rate Compares with South (Newsweek, 09/18,/2024)

Stamps, sticks and stories: looking for traces of baseball in North Korea (The Guardian, 09/17/2024)

International:

North Korea ‘modifying’ Russian jet as early warning aircraft: think tank (RFA, 09/18 /2024)

North Korea’s trade with China sees on-month surge in August but on-year decline (NK News,

09//18/2024)

Russia is after more Iranian and North Korean missiles to help it tip the balance in Ukraine, experts
say (Business Insider, 09/18 /2024)

K 3 a (NK News,
09/18,/2024)

USFK commander nominee says 28.500 American troops in S. Korea are 'essential’ (Yonhap,
09/18,/2024)

In North Korea:

e North Korea launched multiple short-range ballistic missiles toward its east coast early
Wednesday, according to South Korea and Japan. The missiles were fired from Kaechon, near
Pyongyang, and flew around 400 km. This comes just days after North Korea revealed a
uranium enrichment facility and pledged to expand its nuclear arsenal. (Hyonhee Shin,
Kantaro Komiya, Reuters)

e North Korea's fertility rate, or the number of babies expected per woman's lifetime, stands at
1.78 births per woman, according to projections by the United Nations Population Fund.
(Micah McCartney, Newsweek)

e Like a trail of breadcrumbs, there are signs baseball, the most cherished of American sports,
may still be played in a country that calls itself the ‘biggest enemy’ of the US. (Helen Sullivan,
The Guardian)
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International:

North Korea is “making progress” in modifying a Russian aircraft to become its first airborne
early warning (AEW) platform. (Taejun Kang, REA)

Uptick implies economic relations between pair are improving but nominal value suggests
overall stagnation. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

In the wake of its invasion of Ukraine, Russia has strengthened its ties with some of its allies,
with Iran and North Korea becoming important suppliers of ammunition and weapons for its
grinding war of attrition. (Tom Porter, Business Insider)

Lt. Gen. Xavier T. Brunson stressed urgency of North Korean threat and vowed to uphold
military readiness. (Joon Ha Park, NK News)

Lt. Gen. Xavier Brunson, the nominee for U.S. Forces Korea (USFK) commander, emphasized
that maintaining 28,500 American troops in South Korea is "essential" to sustain operational
capabilities. This statement comes amid concerns that former President Donald Trump
might reduce USFK troop levels if he returns to office. In written answers before his Senate
confirmation hearing, Brunson affirmed that this force level is critical for the USFK, South
Korea-U.S. Combined Forces Command, and United Nations Command. (Song Sang-ho,

Yonhap)

Prepared by Diana Darae Woo, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: i

web.archive.org /web/20250723151419 /https: //mailchi.mp /hrnk.org /hrnk-news-items-n-korea-fires-short-range-b

Thursday, September 19th, 2024

Registration for Hearing: Religious Freedom in North Korea and

North Korean Refugees: Trends and U.S. Policy Options

Top News:

Invitation to Register: U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom Hearing - Religious
Fr m in North Korea an rth Korean Refi . Trends an Poli ions (USCIRF,
9/26,/2024)

ROK-U.S. alliance needs public diplomacy. information campaign aimed at North Korea (UPI,
09/19/2024)

In North Korea:
North Korea's new missile can carry ‘super-large’ warhead: state media (RFA, 09,/19,/2024)
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Inter-Korean Relations:
rth Korea launches fresh wave of trash balloons towar h Korea (Fox News, 09/19/2024)

International:

US imposes new sanctions related to Russia, North Korea, says Treasury (Reuters, 09/19,/2024)
USWNT loses to North Korea in semifinals of U-20 Women's World Cup (USA Today, 09,/19,/2024)

Vietnamese military officials visit North Korea for deputy ministerial talks (NK News, 09/19,/2024)

Top News:

e On Thursday, September 26, 2024, 10:30 AM-12 PM ET, please join the U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom for a virtual hearing on religious freedom conditions in
North Korea, North Korean refugees, and policy options for the U.S. government. You may
register here.

e Colonel Maxwell, a member of HRNK's Board of Directors, has penned a persuasive piece for
UPI, prioritizing the urgent need to achieve a free and unified Korea via strategic public
diplomacy campaigns focused on human rights, self-determination, and countering North
Korean propaganda. (David Maxwell, UPI)

In North Korea:

e The new missile, named the Hwasongpo-11-Da-4.5, was tipped with a 4.5-ton super-large
conventional warhead in the test-firing conducted on Wednesday by the North's Missile
Administration, said North Korea’s state-run Korean Central News Agency. (Taejun Kang,
RFA)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e The trash bundle is the latest in a series of Cold War-style exchanges between the Koreas,
with the North previously sending balloons filled with waste, cigarette butts, and manure to
the South. (Bradford Betz, Fox News)

International:

e Vietnamese military officials visited North Korea for deputy ministerial talks this week in a
bid to expand defense cooperation between the two countries. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

e The new sanctions reveal how Russia aids North Korea in bypassing U.N. sanctions to access
the international banking system, according to the U.S. Treasury. This action follows a recent
meeting between North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and Russian security official Sergei
Shoigu, where they discussed strengthening strategic ties. (Doina Chiacu, Reuters)

e After reaching the semifinals of the Under-20 World Cup with a victory over Germany, the
U.S. women's team fell 1-0 to North Korea on Wednesday afternoon. (Nancy Armour, Jim

Reineking, USA Today)

Prepared by Diana Darae Woo, HRNK Research Intern
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Friday, September 20th, 2024

Allies urge N. Korea to release detainees as 4,000-day captivity
persists

Inter-Korean Relations:

Allies urge N. Korea to release detainees as 4.000-day captivity persists (The Korea Herald,
09/20/24)

ain (The New York Times,

09,/20,/24)

Unification minister urges N. Korea to immediately return detained S. Koreans home (Yonhap,
09/20/24)

In South Korea:

Border residen k compensation for North Korean noise disturbance (The Korea Times,
09/20/24)

Ex-President Moon accuses Yoon gov't of creating 'most dangerous' state since Korean War (Yonhap,
09/20/24)

Military deploys upgraded radar system for coastal units (Yonhap, 09,/20/24)

‘

No need for own nuclear weapon’ against North Korea: South Korean president (RFA, 09/20,/24)

International:
N. Korea's top envoy to Cuba begins duties, vows to further strengthen ties (Yonhap, 09,/20,/24)
1 I i Korean thr K.-Russi ration in ming summit: fficial

(Yonhap, 09/20/24)

S. Korea, U.S. to hold regular defense talks to discuss deterrence against N.K. threats (Yonhap,
09/20/24)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e South Korea's Unification Minister Kim Yung-ho strongly condemned North Korea's unlawful
detention of six South Korean nationals and demanded their immediate and unconditional
release in a statement released Friday, which also marked the 4,000th day of captivity for
missionary Kim Jung-wook, the longest-held detainee. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e Trash from a balloon sent by North Korea was found in a government complex in Seoul on

Friday morning, more than a day after one of the North’s balloon launches was last detected,
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adding to concerns about South Korea’s potential vulnerability to the provocative new tactic.
(John Yoon, The New York Times)

Unification Minister Kim Yung-ho on Friday called on North Korea to "immediately and
unconditionally” send a detained South Korean missionary and five other nationals back
home, condemning the North's yearslong arbitrary detention as grave human rights
violations. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

In South Korea:

The Incheon Metropolitan Government announced on Friday that it will request the central
government to establish an administrative framework for compensating residents near the
inter-Korean border who have been affected by disruptive noises from North Korean
loudspeakers. (Lee Hyo-jin, The Korea Times)

Former President Moon Jae-in lambasted the North Korea policies of the Yoon Suk Yeol
administration on Friday, saying they have led to the "most dangerous" state on the Korean
Peninsula since the 1950-53 Korean War. (Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

The military has deployed an upgraded radar system for units monitoring coastal areas to
bolster their operational capabilities, the state arms procurement agency said Friday. (Chae
Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

South Korea has already established a system that can effectively deter and respond to the
North Korean nuclear threat without the need for its own nuclear arsenal, said South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol, a week after the North unveiled details of its uranium enrichment
facility for the first time. (Taejun Kang, RFA)

International:

North Korea's new ambassador to Cuba has vowed to further strengthen ties with Havana,
seven months after South Korea established diplomatic ties with Cuba in a significant
diplomatic setback for Pyongyang. (Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

The leaders of the United States, India, Japan and Australia are expected to discuss North
Korea's security challenge and its cooperation with Russia among other topics during their
Quad summit set to take place in Delaware this week, a White House official said Thursday.
(Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

South Korea and the United States will hold regular defense talks next week to discuss ways
to strengthen security cooperation against North Korean nuclear and missile threats, the
South's defense ministry said Friday. (Lee Minji, Yonhap)

Prepared by Ryan Rohrbach, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:
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Saturday, September 21st, 2024

US Commission on International Religious Freedom to Hold
Hearing on N. Korea on the 26th: "Religious Freedom Conditions
Remain Dire"

In North Korea:
rth Koreans ar ing sick of pr n ng “Friendly Father” (RFA, 09/20,/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
rth Korean Trash Balloon Hi | rnment Compound, Again (The New York Times,
09/20,/2024)

International:

Quad leade Q0 use ong 13
official (Yonhap, 09/21/2024)
Quick Take: North Korea and BRICS (38 North, 09/20,/2024)

US soldier who fled to North Korea is free after sentencing (Reuters, 09/20,/2024)

Top News:

e On Thursday, September 26, 2024, 10:30 AM-12 PM ET, the U.S. Commission on International
Religious Freedom will host a virtual hearing on religious freedom conditions in North Korea.
(Lee Jo-eun, VOA)

In North Korea:

e North Koreans are growing weary of being bombarded by “Friendly Father, an upbeat
propaganda song praising leader Kim Jong Un that has been blanketing the country for
months now, sources in the country tell Radio Free Asia. (Kim Jieun, RFA)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e Trash from a North Korean balloon was found in a Seoul government complex on Friday.
(John Yoon, The New York Times)

International:

e The United States, India, Japan and Australia will issue a joint summit statement that
includes "some of the strongest language" on North Korea and the South China Sea on
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Saturday, in an apparent show of their leaders' unity against security challenges from
Pyongyang and Beijing. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e North Korea’s involvement in BRICS is uncertain, but its interest has grown since mid-2023,
likely due to closer ties with Russia. This shift makes its engagement with BRICS and similar
networks worth watching. (Rachel Minyoung Lee, 38 North)

e U.S. Army Private Travis King, who last year ran into North Korea and was taken into custody
there, was sentenced on Friday to one year of confinement then freed based on time already
served. He pleaded guilty to five charges, and the sentencing was held at Fort Bliss, Texas.

(Kanishka Singh, Reuters)

US Commission on International Religious Freedom to Hold Hearing on North Korea on the 26th:

"Religious Freedom Conditions Remain Dire"

The US Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), an independent entity within the
U.S. government, will hold a hearing next week to assess the state of religious freedom in North

Korea, emphasizing that conditions remain dire. Lee Jo-eun reports.

The USCIRF recently announced on its website that it will host a hearing titled "Religious Freedom in

North Korea and North Korean Refugees: Trends and U.S. Policy Options" on the 26th.

The hearing is set to take place online.

X

Julie Turner, the State Department's Special Envoy on North Korean Human Rights Issues, along
with representatives from North Korean human rights organizations in the U.S. and South Korea,

will testify on the state of religious freedom in North Korea.

The USCIRF pointed out, “Religious freedom conditions in North Korea remain abysmal. The
regime’s ruling ideology, known as Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism, treats religion as an existential
threat, resulting in severe punishment for religious adherents, including torture, forced labor,
imprisonment, and execution. North Koreans outside the country face transnational repression and
forcible return, especially North Korean refugees in China who have engaged in religious activities
or come in contact with Christian missionaries, despite the risk of torture or other severe

punishments upon return.”

[USCIRF] “Witnesses will discuss religious freedom inside North Korea and the situation for North
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Korean refugees in South Korea, China, and other countries. They will also consider U.S. policy
approaches towards North Korea, including the intersection between human rights and national

security”

"Religious Freedom Must Precede Human Rights Improvements in North Korea"

Greg Scarlatoiu, Executive Director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK),
emphasized in a call with VOA on the 18th that "the Kim regime suppresses freedom of religion,

particularly Christianity and all other religious beliefs."

[Recording: Greg Scarlatoiu] “This hearing is very important for two particular reasons. Number
one, North Korea, the Kim family regime is a great oppressor of religious freedom-- all religious
beliefs and Christianity in particular. Number two, there is no civil society in North Korea under the
current regime, there will be no semblance of civil society...When it comes to improving the human
rights situation in North Korea, we should definitely lead with religious freedom... My mission is
going to be twofold: #1 Highlight the connection between human rights and security issues, military
issues. #2. Explain ways in which the international community and international organizations can

better address the North Korean human rights situation”

Previously, the USCIRF recommended in its '2024 Annual Report' published in May that North Korea
be redesignated as a Country of Particular Concern for religious freedom, a status that the country
has held since 2001. Countries designated as such face sanctions in trade and other areas according

to related laws.

The USCIRF was established in 1998 under the 'International Religious Freedom Act' as an
independent government agency tasked with monitoring global religious freedom violations and
advising the U.S. government.

This is Lee Jo-eun reporting for VOA News.

Translated by Doohyun Kim, HRNK Social Media Associate; edited by Diana Darae Woo, HRNK

Research Intern
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Prepared by Jiwoo-Katie Choi, HRNK Research Intern

Sunday, September 22nd, 2024

Video shows enormous explosion at Russian ammunition depot
that Ukraine says housed munitions from North Korea

In North Korea:

N. Korea's top diplomat says will not overlook any hostile acts (Yonhap, 09/22/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
N. Korea sends more trash balloons toward S. Korea (Yonhap, 09/22/2024)

International:

Kim Jong Un Offers Tepid Praise to China as He Cozies Up to Russia (Bloomberg, 09/22/2024)
N. Korea's Kim vows to develop friendly ties with China (Yonhap, 09/22/2024)

Quad leaders decry N.K. missile launches, reaffirm ‘complete’' Korean Peninsula denuclearization
goal (Yonhap, 09/22 /2024)

Yoon's trip to Czech Republic focuses on nuclear energy alliance, opens doors to more deals
(Yonhap, 09/22/2024)

Video shows enormous explosion at Russian ammunition depot that Ukraine says housed munitions
from North Korea (Business Insider, 09/22/2024)

In North Korea:

e North Korea's foreign minister has warned that Pyongyang will not overlook any hostile acts
on the Korean Peninsula, claiming that the peninsula's security situation is heading for a
"more dangerous threshold,” the North's state media reported Sunday. (Kim Eun-jung,

Yonhap)
e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has expressed his intention to develop friendly relations

with Beijing in his reply letter to Chinese President Xi Jinping, the North's state media said
Sunday. (Kim Eun-jung, Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relations:
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e North Korea sent more balloons likely carrying trash toward South Korea on Sunday, the
South's military said, just four days after a similar launch. (Lee MInji, Yonhap)

International:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un sent Chinese President Xi Jinping greetings with what
appeared to be restrained rhetoric that comes as Pyongyang moves closer to Russia and
depends less on its long-time Asian ally. Kim wished “the Chinese people greater success in
building a modern socialist country,” in a reply message to Xi for his congratulations on
North Korea’s birthday, the official Korean Central News Agency reported Sunday. (Jon
Herskovitz, Bloomberg)

e The United States, India, Japan and Australia denounced North Korea's "destabilizing" missile
launches and its nuclear program, and reaffirmed their commitment to the "complete”
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e With eyes set on inking a major nuclear power plant deal next spring, President Yoon Suk
Yeol wrapped a four-day official visit to the Czech Republic on Sunday that focused on
building a nuclear energy alliance and strengthening the strategic partnership with the
Central European nation. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e Ukrainian forces targeted a significant Russian ammunition depot in Tikhoretsk, located in
Russia's Krasnodar Krai region, resulting in a massive explosion. The strike, captured on
camera, reportedly destroyed 2,000 tons of munitions. Ukraine claimed that some of the
ammunition originated from North Korea. (Rebecca Rommen, Business Insider)

Prepared by Samantha Garcia, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
h : rchive 20250723153156 /h

Monday, September 23rd, 2024

North Korea Ramping Up Weapons Production for Russia as
Human Rights Abuses Worsen, Seoul Report Warns

Top News:
North Korea Ramping Up Weapons Production for Russia as Human Rights Abuses Worsen, Seoul

Report Warns (The New York Sun, 09/12 /2024)
In North Korea:

Korea win record third U20 Fifa Women's Worl (BBC, 09/23/2024)
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North Korea blames US for waging a ‘new Cold War’ in Asia with military alliances (RFA, 09,/23/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

Incheon Airport suspends flights due to trash-laden balloon from North Korea (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 09/23/2024)

South Korea warns of 'stern military action' as North's trash balloon launches continue (Korea
JoongAng Daily, 09/23 /2024)

International:

Governor of North Korean province in US to ‘promote Yoon’s vision for unifying Korea' (The Korean
Herald, 09,/23/2024)

National security adviser warns of possible NK nuclear test around US election (The Korea Times,

09,/23,/2024)

Top News:

The communist regime at Pyongyang commits every imaginable abuse, ranging from murder
and enslavement to rape and sexual violence to repression of speech and dissent. “People in
North Korea often describe feeling as though they are trapped in a matchbox, aware their
lives are confined within the narrow limits and devoid of freedom." (Donald Kirk, The New

York Sun)

In North Korea:

North Korea’s state media stated The United States is “fuelling confrontation” in Asia by
regularizing its military behavior with South Korea, Japan, Australia, and others to create a
giant military alliance. (Taejun Kang, RFA)

North Korea secured a record-equalling third victory in the Fifa Under-20 Women's World
Cup on Sunday, beating Japan 1-0 in Bogota. (Nick Marsh, BBC)

Inter-Korean Relations:

Takeoffs and landings at Incheon International Airport were temporarily suspended on
Monday morning due to trash-laden balloons sent from North Korea. (Park Young-woo,
Korea JoongAng Daily)

Seoul's Joint Chiefs of Staff on Monday warned that it could take "stern military actions" if
Pyongyang’s continued trash-laden balloons compromise the safety of the Korean people or
when such balloon intrusions "cross the line." (Lee Soo-jung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

Ji Seong-ho, the governor of North Hamgyong Province, is on a trip to Washington to discuss
President Yoon Suk Yeol’s “doctrine” on Korean reunification with US government officials,
senators and think tanks. (Kim Arin, The Korean Herald)

S. Korean National Security Adviser Shin Won-sik warned on Monday that North Korea
retains the capability to conduct nuclear tests at any time, with one possible timeframe for
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their next test potentially aligning with the U.S. election in November. (Anna J. Park, The
Korea Times)

Tuesday, September 24th, 2024

A new “quartet of chaos” threatens America; UN envoy calls for
reparations for victims of North Korean human rights abuse

In North Korea:

North Korea restoring runway at key airbase dismantled for COVID disinfection (NK News,
09/23/2024)

In South Korea:

Yoon raps calls to abandon unification goal as 'unconstitutional' (Yonhap, 09/24 /2024)

International:

A new “quartet of chaos” threatens America (The Economist, 09/22 /2024)

N. Korean leader's sister vows to 'limitlessly’ bolster nuclear war deterrent over U.S. submarine
arrival (Yonhap, 09/24/2024)

Quad leade am miljta ia (NK News,
09/23/2024)
Russian military jet makes series of rare flights to North Korea from Far East (NK News, 09/23/2024)
S. Korea, U.S.. Japan to finalize trilateral secretariat when leaders meet this year (Yonhap,
09/24/2024)

The power of fiction: Why North Korea needs its own '"Moon is Down' (UPI, 09/23/2024)

UN envoy calls for reparations for victims of North Korean human rights abuse (NK News,
09/24/2024)

U.S. expert calls N.K. HEU facility disclosure bold' move related to U.S. election (Yonhap,
09/24/2024)

Why North Korea eyes BRICS membership (The Korea Times, 09/24 /2024)

In North Korea:
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e North Korea appears to have started restoring the runway at a defunct airbase near the
border with China, the move is in line with Kim Jong Un’s pledge to revive air force, after
years of stagnation. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

In South Korea:

e President Yoon Suk Yeol denounced political figures who have shifted from advocating for
Korean unification to supporting the idea of the two Koreas living as separate states, calling
such views "unconstitutional." (Kim Eun-jung, Yonhap)

International:

e China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea are forming deeper military and industrial ties to
challenge the US-led global order. Their collaboration creates strategic challenges for the
U.S. and its allies, posing an increasing threat to global stability. (The Economist)

e Kim Yo-jong vowed to strengthen North Korea's nuclear deterrent, criticizing the arrival of a
U.S. submarine in South Korea and boasting of North Korea's ability to detect the vessel
through its surveillance capabilities. (Lee Minji, Yonhap)

e The leaders od the U.S. Australia, India and Japan condemned North Korea's ongoing
weapons development and military cooperation with partners on Saturday, but avoided
direct mentions of Russia in apparent deference to New Delhi's foreign policy priorities.
(Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e A Rusian military plane made a series of flights between North Korea and the Russian Far
East over the weekend, including a rare trip to a city where Kim Jong Un previously toured a
fighter jet factory, in what experts described as a sign of ongoing sensitive consultations.
(Anton Sokolin, NK News)

e The top diplomats of South Korea, the United States and Japan have reaffirmed their
commitment to establishing a trilateral cooperation secretariat, to be finalized when their
leaders meet later this year. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e A novel inspired by The Moon is Down, but written for and by North Koreans, could be a
powerful tool for change. By providing a framework for resistance, offering hope, countering
propaganda, and educating about human rights and democracy, it could play a vital role in
the long-term transformation of North Korea. (David Maxwell, UPI)

e The UN. special envoy for North Korean humn rights has called for a "victim-centered
approach” to supporting those who have suffered under the DPRK regime, even if it's
impossible to hold perpetrators accountable. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e Victor Cha suggests North Korea's reveal of a uranium enrichment facility is a strategic move
tied to the U.S. election, as Pyongyang often acts more belligerent during election years.
(Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e North Korea appears to be stepping up efforts to join the BRICS bloc, a multinational group
led by Russia and China, with its top diplomat notably skipping the U.N. General Assembly in
favor of attending a BRICS-related event. (Lee Hyo-jin, The Korea Times)

Prepared by Smaranda Gheorghe, HRNK Research Intern
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Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Wednesday, September 25th, 2024

North Korea’s new inland missile target range located in wildlife
sanctuary

In North Korea:

North Korea begins blocking road linking South to symbolic Kaesong Industrial Complex (Korea
JoongAng Dally, 09/25/2024)

3 anctuary (NK News, 09/25/2024)
North Korea’s Smartphone Market Expands as Border Restrictions End (38 North, 09/24 /2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

North Korean cyberattacks on Seoul’s unification ministry double since 2022 (NK News,
09/25/2024)

In South Korea:

PM says call for two Korean states violates Constitution (Yonhap, 09,/25,/2024)

Unification minister denounces those supporting N. Korea's anti-unification stance (Yonhap,
09/25/2024)

International:

Biden makes no mention of N. Korea in final speech to U.N. General Assembly as president (Yonhap,
09/25,/2024)

Blinken calls for joint efforts to address Russia's military cooperation with N. Korea, Iran (Yonhap,
09/25/2024)

N. Korea accuses U.S. of using Quad to justify anti-Pyongyang confrontational policy (Yonhap,
09/25/2024)

North Korea vows response to US submarine’s visit to South Korea (AP News, 09/24/2024)

S. Korea, U.S. keep 'unwavering' readiness posture against possible N.K. provocations (Yonhap,
09/25,/2024)

Zelensky accuses North Korea of abetting Russian war crimes in Ukraine (NK News, 09/25/2024)

In North Korea:
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North Korea has begun constructing barriers blocking a road from South Korea leading to
the Kaesong Industrial Complex in an apparent effort to physically sever cross-border ties,
according to VOA, which analyzed satellite imagery taken and reported the North had
constructed three to four “large-scale” barrier walls. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)
The inland target range that North Korea used to test a new missile last week is located in a
protected wildlife reserve in the country’s remote northeast, an NK Pro investigation has
found, offering clues about the DPRK’s claims of improved precision capabilities. (Colin
Zwirko, NK News)

The variety of smartphones available in North Korea has more than doubled in the last two
years, and at least 10 companies are now fighting for the attention of consumers. Some have
even started following the marketing strategies of overseas competitors by offering multiple
versions and giving consumers more choice than ever before. (Martin Williams, 38 North)

Inter-Korean Relations:

North Korean cyberattacks on South Korea's unification ministry and associated
inter-Korean organizations have almost doubled over the past two years. (Joon Ha Park,
Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

In South Korea:

Prime Minister Han Duck-soo said Wednesday that former presidential chief of staff Im
Jong-seok's recent call for South Korea and North Korea to exist as two separate states runs
against the Constitution. (Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

Unification Minister Kim Yung-ho on Wednesday denounced those who support North
Korea's idea of the two Koreas living as separate states, stressing that unification is the only
way to bring peace to the Korean Peninsula. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

International:

U.S. President Joe Biden on Tuesday made no reference to North Korea in his fourth and
final speech to the U.N. General Assembly as president, though he stressed his commitment
to diplomacy with Pyongyang. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Tuesday made an emphatic call for international
efforts to address Russia's military cooperation with North Korea and Iran, saying it is
helping Moscow cause "carnage" in Ukraine and would imperil global security. (Kim Han-joo,
Yonhap)

North Korea on Wednesday denounced the United States for violating the North's sovereign
rights and trying to justify its hostile policy against Pyongyang by hosting the Quad summit
with the leaders of India, Japan and Australia. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

The powerful sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un vowed Tuesday to boost the
country’s nuclear war capability and take other steps to protest the recent arrival of a
nuclear-powered U.S. submarine in South Korea. (Hyung-jin Kim, AP News)

South Korea is maintaining an "unwavering" readiness posture "around the clock" against
potential North Korean provocations through close cooperation with the United States,

651


https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-09-25/national/northKorea/North-Korea-begins-blocking-road-linking-South-to-symbolic-Kaesong-Industrial-Complex/2141924
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-koreas-new-inland-missile-target-range-located-in-wildlife-reserve/
https://www.38north.org/2024/09/north-koreas-smartphone-market-expands-as-border-restrictions-end/
https://www.nknews.org/2024/09/north-korean-cyberattacks-on-seouls-unification-ministry-double-since-2022/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240925007700315?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240925005800315?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240925000300315?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240925003151315?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240925001100315?section=nk/nk
https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-kim-sister-nuclear-699257b1f32b1ff6b501c956e208d0ba

Seoul's top envoy to Washington said Tuesday, amid concerns over Pyongyang's growing
nuclear and missile threats. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky slammed North Korea for aiding Russia’s “criminal
war” against his country at the U.N. on Tuesday, accusing Pyongyang of providing Moscow
with weapons that kill Ukrainian citizens. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

Thursday, September 26th, 2024

N. Korea may conduct nuclear test after U.S. election

In North Korea:

2.9 magnitude earthquake hits northwestern N. Korea: weather agency (Yonhap, 09/26/2024)
Major Construction at Nampho Port (38 North, 09/25/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
S. Korean FM cites N. Korea-Russia arms transactions as case of UNSC 'limitations' (Yonhap,
09/26/2024)

In South Korea:

Seoul airports have suspended flights 20 times due to North Korean balloons (NK News,
09/26,/2024)

International:

‘Fishing net': Police quotas, surveillance trap North Koreans in China (Reuters, 09/24 /2024)

Kim Yo Jong claims North Korean satellite detected US submarine’s arrival in ROK (NK News,
09/25/2024)

N. Korea may conduct nuclear test after U.S. election: spy agency (Yonhap, 09/26,/2024)

North Koreans secretly working at foreign firms could carry out attacks: Report (NK News,
09/25/2024)

North Korea unveiling uranium enrichment site a US election-conscious move (The Korea Herald,
09/26,/2024)

Senate confirms new commander of US forces tasked with deterring North Korea (NK News,
09/26,/2024)
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In North Korea:

A 2.9 magnitude earthquake struck North Korea's northwestern province bordering China on
Thursday. The quake struck an area 26 kilometers southeast of Ryongrim, Jagang Province, at
11 a.m., with its epicenter at a latitude of 40.32 degrees north and a longitude of 126.86
degrees east at a depth of 27 kilometers. (Kim Hyun-soo, Yonhap)

Commercial satellite imagery indicates a large structure is under construction on one of the
repair ways at Nampho Port. Nampho is North Korea’s largest commercial port, known for its
extensive coal, petroleum, oil, and commercial goods import and export facilities. While the
structure's purpose is unclear, it is unlike other recent construction efforts and will have the
effect of concealing any work within it. (Peter Makowsky, Jack Liu, Martyn Williams, Iliana
Ragnone, 38 North)

Inter-Korean Relations:

South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul on Wednesday pointed out "limitations" of the
U.N. Security Council in effectively addressing pressing security issues, citing North Korea's
transfer of weapons to Russia in breach of relevant UNSC resolutions. (Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

In South Korea:

Seoul's two main airports have shut down their runways 20 times this year due to North
Korean trash balloons, amounting to almost seven hours of flight disruptions. The Seoul
Regional Aviation Administration stated that the longest disruption took place on June 25,
when Incheon International Airport and Gimpo International Airport suspended flights for
166 minutes after the DPRK launched over 250 trash balloons. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

International:

Border police in China's northeast have been given quotas to identify and expel
undocumented migrants, one key aspect of broader surveillance that is making it harder for
North Korean defectors to evade capture, according to previously undisclosed official
documents and a dozen people familiar with the matter. (Ju-min Park, Eduardo Baptista,
Reuters)

The North Korean leader's powerful sister denounced a stopover by a U.S. nuclear-powered
submarine in South Korea as a "frantic" attempt to demonstrate American military strength,
claiming that a DPRK spy satellite detected the vessel's arrival. (Seung-Yeon Chung, NK
News)

North Korea may carry out its seventh nuclear test after the U.S. presidential vote in
November. The National Intelligence Service made the assessment to the parliamentary
intelligence committee, saying Pyongyang has other options, such as an intercontinental
ballistic missile test. (Yi Wonju, Yonhap)

North Korean IT workers who obtain jobs at foreign companies to raise funds for the regime
could one day become a vector for massive cyberattacks, a U.S. cybersecurity firm has
warned, detailing the methods these workers use to gain employment under pretenses and
evade sanctions. (Shreyes Reddy, NK News)
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e South Korea’s spy agency considers North Korea publicizing leader Kim Jong-un’s visit to a
previously undeclared uranium enrichment facility earlier this month to be a “US
election-conscious move.” The National Intelligence Service believes North Korea possesses
enough plutonium and uranium to build “double-digit numbers of nuclear weapons.” (Kim
Arin, The Korea Herald)

e The US. Senate has confirmed Xavier T. Brunson as the new commander of U.S. Forces
Korea (USFK), promoting the Army officer to general and tasking him with countering North
Korea's growing nuclear threat. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Prepared by Valerie Johnson, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20250723160401/https: //mailchi.mp /hrnk.org /hrnk-news-items-n-korea-may-conduct-nucl

Friday, September 27th, 2024

N.K. leader chooses party-centered system on concerns about
military coup; Panmunjom tours for select nationals may resume
in October

In North Korea:
N. Korean leader chooses party-centered system on concerns about military coup (Yonhap,
09/27/2024)
N. Korea rajses number of criminal charges subject to death penalty (Yonhap, 09/27/2024)

rth Kor il ian nstruction cam former joint inter-Korean proj (NK News,
09/27/2024)
North Korea resumes printing English newspaper as foreigners trickle back in (NK News,
09/27/2024)
North Korea’s Kimsuky adds new malware variants to expanding phishing arsenal (NK News,
09/27/2024)
Sohae Satellite Launching Station: Modernization Efforts Continue Apace (38 North, 09,/26,/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
Panmunjom tours for select Korean nationals may resume in October (The Korea Herald,
09/27/2024)

International:
Expanding access to information in N. Korea is 'key pillar' of U.S. policy (Yonhap, 09,/27/2024)
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Experts call for placing human rights at center of NK policy (The Korea Times, 09,/27,/2024)

In North Korea:

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has implemented a party-centered political system and
bolstered state control due to concerns that a potential military coup could bring down the
regime, according to a former North Korean diplomat. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

North Korea has increased the number of criminal charges subject to the death penalty to 16
from 11 by revising the penal code several times between 2022 and 2023, including the latest
revision in December 2023. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

North Korea has built a giant construction workers camp at the site of a former joint
inter-Korean tree nursery project, according to NK Pro analysis of satellite imagery,
underscoring its rejection of cross-border cooperation six years after a South Korean
organization started investing a promised $16 million in the site. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)
North Korea has resumed printing and subscription services for its main newspaper for
foreigners living in the country “after a long break,” which could potentially be a sign that
North Korea is preparing to allow more foreigners to enter in the near future. (Ifang Bremer,
NK News)

A North Korean cybercrime group known for its prolific phishing operations has added two
new malware programs to its growing arsenal of tools to steal information, according to a
U.S. cybersecurity firm. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

Commercial satellite imagery reveals modernization efforts at North Korea’s Sohae Satellite
Launching Station have steadily progressed since the failed launch of a Malligyong-1-1
reconnaissance satellite in May 2024. (Peter Makowsky, Jack Liu, Iliana Ragnone, Martyn
Williams, 38 North)

Inter-Korean Relations:

Tours to the inter-Korean truce village of Panmunjom might resume for Korean nationals in
October, more than a year after former US soldier Travis King's crossing into North Korea
suspended tours there. (Son Ji-hyoung, The Korea Herald)

International:

Increasing access to information in North Korea is a key pillar of Washington's policy on the
reclusive state, the U.S. special envoy for North Korean human rights said Thursday, noting
"informed" people can help promote security on the Korean Peninsula and beyond. (Song
Sang-ho, Yonhap)

During this year’s International Forum on One Korea, political leaders, security experts and
human rights activists urged the government and people in the South to reject that shift,
saying that permanent division on the peninsula betrays Korea’s founding vision and would
not bring lasting peace. (Jung Min-ho, The Korea Times)

Prepared by Saege Anzueto, HRNK Research Intern
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Saturday, September 28th, 2024

North Korea expands list of crimes punishable by death

In North Korea:

North Korea expands list of crimes punishable by death: report (Fox News, 09,/28 /2024)

North Koreans increasingly unhappy with their leadership: Heritage Foundation founder (The Korea
Times, 09/28 /2024)

In South Korea:
FM champions multilateralism, stresses S. Korea's vision as 'global pivotal state' (Yonhap,
09/28/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

(Reuters,

09/27/2024)
The UN'’s nuclear chief says the world needs to pursue dialogue with North Korea over nuclear

weapons (AP News, 09/26,/2024)

In North Korea:

e Crimes punishable by death seem to now include anti-state propaganda and illegal
manufacturing. (Timothy Nerozzi, Fox News)

e North Koreans are growing increasingly dissatisfied with their leadership and admire the
democracy and economic success enjoyed by South Koreans, according to Edwin Feulner,
founder of the U.S. think tank The Heritage Foundation. (Hyo-jin Lee, The Korea Times)

In South Korea:

e South Korea's foreign minister has made a strong case for multilateralism to address global
challenges through international cooperation, stressing that it has undergirded his country's
democratic and economic rise. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)
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Inter-Korean Relations:

e U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken reiterated calls Friday for joint efforts to press North
Korea, China and Iran to stop providing support for Russia's war in Ukraine, stressing the
need to bring a "just and lasting" peace in the war-torn country. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

International:

e South Korea's Foreign Minister said Russia is engaging in illegal arms trade with North
Korea, reiterating statements by the United States, Ukraine and independent analysts that
Pyongyang is supplying rockets and missiles in return for economic and other military
assistance from Moscow. (Joyce Lee, Himani Sarkar, Reuters)

e In an interview with The Associated Press, Rafael Grossi, director-general of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, wondered whether slamming the door on Kim Jong Un’s government
has solved anything — “or are we, on the contrary, exacerbating the conditions for a
situation that may go out of hand?” (Edith M. Lederer, AP News)

Prepared by Hannah Starnes, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web hive.org /web /20250 6 https:

—crimes-punishable-by-death?e=%5BUNIQID%5D

Sunday, September 29th, 2024

Citizens rally for Korean unification, show solidarity with
Koreans in the North

Inter-Korean Relations:

Citizens rally for Korean unification, show solidarity with Koreans in the North (UPI, 09/29/2024)
South Korea to reveal missile carrying massive warhead at military parade amid tensions with North
(Korea JoongAng Daily, 09/29/2024)

International:

FM champions multilateralism. stresses S. Korea's vision as 'global pivotal state' (Yonhap,
09/28/2024)
rth Kor military ai kraine is 'incredible mistake' (Reuters, 09/28/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
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e Koreans and members of the Korean diaspora rallied at Imjingak Peace Park near the DMZ
for the 2024 Korean Dream Grand March for a Unified Korea, organized by Action for Korea
United to mark Korea's National Foundation Day and promote unification efforts. (Michael
Marshall, UPI)

e South Korea will showcase its so-called Hyunmoo-5 missile, capable of delivering powerful
retaliatory strikes against North Korea, during the 76th Armed Forces Day parade in central
Seoul on Tuesday. (Seo Ji-eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

e South Korea's foreign minister has made a strong case for multilateralism to address global
challenges through international cooperation, stressing that it has undergirded his country's
democratic and economic rise. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e North Korea, which has been accused of illegally supplying weapons to Russia, said on
Sunday that U.S. military aid worth $8 billion to Ukraine is "an incredible mistake" and
playing with fire against nuclear superpower Russia. (Jack Kim, Reuters)

Prepared by Jennifer Leon, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20250723161412 /https: //mailchi.mp /hrnk.org /hrnk-news-items-citizens-rally-for-korean-uni
fication-show-solidarity-with-koreans-in-the-north?e=%5BUNIQID%5D

Monday, September 30th, 2024

Video Testimony before the U.S. Commission on International
Religious Freedom

Top News:
Testimony before the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (HRNK Insider,
09/26,/2024)

Hearing on Religious Freedom in North Korea and North Korean Refugees: Trends & U.S. Policy
Options (USCRIF, 09/27/2024)

In North Korea:

Kim Jong Un inspects flood recovery in third visit to affected areas since July (NK News,
09/30,/2024)

N.K. leader urges swift reconstruction in flood-devastated regions (Yonhap, 09/30,/2024)

658


https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2024/09/29/korea-unification-defectors-DMZ/8751727619479/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-09-29/national/defense/South-Korea-to-reveal-missile-carrying-massive-warhead-at-military-parade-amid-tensions-with-North/2144349
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240928000851315?section=nk/nk
https://www.reuters.com/world/north-korea-says-us-military-aid-ukraine-is-incredible-mistake-2024-09-28/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250723161412/https://mailchi.mp/hrnk.org/hrnk-news-items-citizens-rally-for-korean-unification-show-solidarity-with-koreans-in-the-north?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250723161412/https://mailchi.mp/hrnk.org/hrnk-news-items-citizens-rally-for-korean-unification-show-solidarity-with-koreans-in-the-north?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.hrnkinsider.org/2024/09/testimony-before-us-commission-on.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EomUgBCwcY&t=37s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EomUgBCwcY&t=37s
https://www.rfa.org/korean/in_focus/human_rights_defector/internal_uprising-09262024152952.html
https://www.rfa.org/korean/in_focus/human_rights_defector/internal_uprising-09262024152952.html
https://www.nknews.org/2024/09/kim-jong-un-inspects-flood-recovery-in-third-visit-to-affected-areas-since-july/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240930001151315?section=nk/nk

North Korea renames subway station, purging reference to reunification (NK News, 09/30,/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
ROK lawmaker accuses website of allowing illegal sale of North Korean art (NK News, 09/30,/2024)

International:
Kim Yo Jong claps back at Zelensky for saying North Korea is Russia’s accomplice (NK News,
09/30/2024)

a, Slovakia agree abli ategic pa ip as lead immit (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 09/30,/2024)
North Korean museum in Cambodia still closed, vears after ‘temporary’ suspension (NK News,
09/30,/2024)
Russian

(Korea JoongAng Daily,

09,/30,/2024)

Top News:

e On the 26th, HRNK's Executive Director, Greg Scarlatoiu, testified at a US Commission on
International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) hearing, highlighting North Korea's severe
religious oppression, which USCIRF designates as a "country of particular concern." Today,
Pyongyang is a hub of religious persecution. "Why does the Kim regime fear and resent
Christianity so much? Any religious belief and Christianity in particular as well as free,
democratic, prosperous South Korea constitute the only challenges to the Kim regime’s
absolute monopoly on power. The underground church provides a venue for the free
exchange of ideas. Underground North Korean Christians are now in the range of tens, if not
hundreds of thousands." (HRNK Insider)

e Please see a recording of the video hearing here. (USCIRF)

e During the USCIRF hearing, HRNK's Executive Director, Greg Scarlatoiu, also emphasized
that underground churches in North Korea could lead to necessary and important internal
change. "Public discourse and advocacy on North Korea has largely focused on markets and
information, which are important factors driving change. But there is another agent of
change inside North Korea and that is the growing of the underground church in North
Korea.!" (Lee Sang-min, RFA)

In North Korea:

e Kim Jong-un inspected efforts to reconstruct homes destroyed by summer floods on Sunday,
according to state media, framing the relief work as part of a broader regional development
push. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e Kim Jong-un has called for swiftly rebuilding homes in flood-devastated regions in the
country's northwest. Kim made the remarks during a "field guidance" visit to the
flood-stricken regions of North Phyongan Province on Sunday. (Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

e North Korea has officially renamed a subway station in central Pyongyang that referenced
the idea of a reunified Korean Peninsula, the latest effort to purge language about
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reunification in line with leader Kim Jong Un’s new policy toward the South. (Anton Sokolin,
NK News)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e A South Korean lawmaker has accused the country's largest online platform of potentially
violating U.N. Security Council sanctions and domestic law by allowing the sale of North
Korean artwork on its showing site. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

International:

e The powerful sister of North Korea’s leader has slammed Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky for calling the DPRK an accomplice to Russia in its war against Ukraine, while
accusing the U.S. of providing financial support to the “neo-Nazi” regime in Kyiv. (Anton
Sokolin, NK News)

e Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and Slovakian Prime Minister Robert Fico held a summit on
Monday and released a joint statement on establishing a strategic partnership between the
two countries. The two sides also signed two memorandums of understanding (MOU),
Korea's presidential office announced the same day. (Lim Jeong-won, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e A Cambodian museum formerly run by North Korea is still closed nearly five years after
“temporarily” suspending operations, NK News has confirmed, in a sign that sanctions on
DPRK workers have derailed the project. (Bryan Betts, NK News)

e South Korea's Foreign Ministry expressed "deep regret" over Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov's statement where he said he views North Korean denuclearization as a "closed issue."
The ministry further emphasized that Russia has obligations to uphold such international
nonproliferation efforts. (Seo Ji-eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Prepared by Saege Anzueto, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20250723161645 /https: //mailchi.mp /hrnk.org /hrnk-news-items-video-testimony-before-the
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10. OCTOBER

Tuesday, October 1st, 2024

2024 ICKS Annual Conference

Top News:
2024 ICKS Annual Conference (HRNK, 09/25/2024)

In North Korea:
Former ‘Office 39 official on how North Korea finances nukes (RFA, 09/30,/2024)

In South Korea:

Defector steals village bus to return to North Korea, citing difficult life in the South (Korea JoongAng

Daily, 10,/01/2024)

Missiles roll through Seoul to reassure citizens against North Korean threats (NK News, 10/01/2024)
K defector n ryin riv len i rder (The Korea Herald, 10/01/2024)

ROK shows off ‘monster’ missile at parade in warning to nuclear North Korea (NK News, 10/01/2024)
South Korea unveils missile that can hit the North’s bunkers (RFA, 10/01/2024)

Yoon warns North Korea against nuclear attack attempt (The Korea Herald, 10/01/2024)

International:
Chinese man extradited to US to face charges over North Korea tobacco smuggling (NK News,
10/01/2024)
N. Korean leader reaffirms stronger ties with China in message to Xi (Yonhap, 10/01/2024)
N. Korea strongly denounces Israel for attack on Hezbollah (Yonhap, 10/01/2024)
N. Korea warns of 'corresponding’ measure over deployment of U.S. strategic assets (Yonhap,
10/01/2024)
N. Korea will never bargain over 'national prestige': Pyongyang envoy (Yonhap, 10/01/2024)
North Korea appears to dismiss return to Dersonal dmlomacv with US (Reuters 09/30/2024)

. ] iclearization (UPI, 09/30,/2024)
North Korea says it won't negotiate away nukes regardless who wins US election (NK News,
10/01/2024)
On a day when isolated nations get their say at the UN, North Korea reups condemnation of US (AP
News, 09/30,/2024)

U.S. strategic bomber flies over Korean Peninsula on Armed Forces Day (Korea JoongAng Daily,
10/01/2024)

Top News:

e On Wednesday, September 25, the International Council on Korean Studies (ICKS), The
Hudson Institute, The New Institute, HRNK and Pacific Forum co-hosted the annual ICKS
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conference. Centered on U.S.-South Korea-Japan cooperation, the conference featured
three panels, addressing human rights, North Korean proliferation of instability and violence,
and trilateral cooperation. The conference was hosted by The Hudson Institute. You may
view the recording of this event by clicking on this link. (HRNK)

In North Korea:

Former senior economic official Ri Jong Ho, reveals inner workings of Office 39 under Kim
Jong-un's rule. Ri reveals the length of their efforts to manage slush funds intended for
North Korean leadership, including how the organization overcame international sanctions.
(Noh Jung-min, REA)

In South Korea:

A defector living in South Korea stole a village bus and attempted to cross the Unification
Bridge in Paju, Gyeonggi, to return to North Korea before being apprehended. Police said the
man testified his motive was a desire to return to North Korea, citing difficulties in life in
South Korea. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korea paraded its most powerful missiles and weapons systems through the streets of
central Seoul on Tuesday afternoon, an event aimed at inspiring citizens’ confidence in ROK
military capabilities amid escalating North Korean threats. (Joon Ha Park, Shreyas Reddy, NK
News

Police said Tuesday they had nabbed a North Korean defector for allegedly stealing a village
bus in Paju, Gyeonggi Province, and attempting to ram the bus northward through the
militarized border between the two Koreas, in an apparent bid to return to North Korea.
(Son Ji-hyoung, The Korea Herald)

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol announced the establishment of the new Strategic
Command to oversee military responses to North Korean nuclear threats on Tuesday, as the
country publicly debuted a new “monster” ballistic missile that will be central to plans to
take out DPRK leadership in the event of war. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

South Korea unveiled its latest domestically produced ballistic missile, the Hyunmoo-5, on
Tuesday as President Yoon Suk Yeol warned North Korea that it would face the end of its
regime if it attempted to use nuclear weapons. (Taejun Kang, RFA)

President Yoon Suk Yeol said the Kim Jong-un regime would face its destruction should it
attempt a nuclear attack at the Armed Forces Day ceremony on Tuesday, in a warning
accompanied by a rare showcase of powerful weapons targeting North Korea. (Kim Arin, The
Korea Herald)

International:

A Chinese national has been extradited to the U.S. to face charges for allegedly raising illicit
funds for North Korea through a tobacco-smuggling scheme, the U.S. Justice Department
announced Monday. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un reaffirmed Tuesday that relations with China will grow
stronger in a message sent to Chinese President Xi Jinping, the North's state media reported.
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Kim made the remarks as he congratulated Xi over China's 75th founding anniversary. (Chae
Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

e N. Korea strongly denounced Israel for its recent attack on Hezbollah militants, accusing it
of committing a "large-scale massacre" of civilians. A spokesperson from the North's foreign
ministry issued the rebuke amid the Israeli offensive, which has killed more than 1,000
people in Lebanon. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

e North Korea warned of taking a "corresponding" measure against the deployment of U.S.
strategic assets to the peninsula ahead of a U.S. heavy bomber's flight over a S. Korean air
base. The warning by N. Korea's vice defense minister, came hours before the U.S. heavy
bomber flew over Seoul Air Base for a ceremony marking Armed Forces Day. (Chae
Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

e North Korea will never bargain over its "national prestige," Pyongyang's envoy to the U.N.
said Monday, reaffirming the recalcitrant regime's adherence to its nuclear weapons
program in defiance of criticism against its growing security threats. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e North Korea appeared on Monday to dismiss the possibility of a return to the personal
diplomacy its leader Kim Jong Un had with former President Donald Trump, no matter who
wins the Nov. 5 U.S. presidential election. (Michelle Nichols, David Brunnstrom, Reuters)

e Meeting in Seoul on Friday for the three-day International Forum on One Korea in Seoul,
hosted by the Global Peace Foundation, a group of international experts discussed the
potential for achieving a unified Korea. (Darryl Coote, UPI)

e North Korea will never negotiate away its nuclear weapons program regardless of who wins
the upcoming U.S. presidential election, Pyongyang’s ambassador to the U.N. told the
General Assembly on Monday. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e North Korea condemned the U.S. and its allies Monday for “stirring up military
confrontations still further” by engaging in war games in the Asia-Pacific region and “talking
unceasingly” about regime change in the diplomatically isolated nation. (Ted Anthony,
Jennifer Peltz, AP News)

e A US. B-1B bomber appeared at South Korea's ceremony celebrating its 76th Armed Forces
Day at Seoul Air Base in Seongnam, Gyeonggi, Tuesday. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Prepared by Saege Anzueto, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

cele= n'%RUNIOID%'%D

Wednesday, October 2nd, 2024

Hundreds of homes in N.Korea’s Jagang Province swept away by
July’s heavy rains
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In North Korea:

Hundreds of homes in N.Korea's Jagang Province swept away by July's heavy rains (Yonhap,
10/02/2024)

North Korea holds first national cadres conference amid border flood crisis (Yonhap, 10/02/2024)

North Korea swaps soybean-based doenjang paste with wheat-based imitation (RFA, 10/01/2024)

In South Korea:

S. Korea to send military aircraft to evacuate nationals from Middle East (The Korea Herald,
10/02/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
N. Korea launches over 150 trash balloons toward S. Korea: JCS (Yonhap, 10/02/2024)
N. Korea likely to p kev inter-Korean agreement at next week's parliamentary meeti

(Yonhap, 10/02/2024)

International:

Russian ambassador hopes for improved ties with Seoul (The Korea Herald, 10/02,/2024)

South Korea's Yoon, Japan's Ishiba agree united response needed against North Korea (Reuters,
10/02,/2024)

In North Korea:

e North Korea's northern province of Jagang is presumed to have suffered severe damage from
the downpours in late July, with hundreds of houses there being washed away by floods and
a landslide, the unification ministry said Wednesday, citing satellite imagery. (Kim Soo-yeon,
Yonhap)

e North Korea has held the first national conference of cadres in an apparent bid to tighten
the country's grip on the discipline of officials amid severe flood damage in border areas.
(Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e North Korean authorities are providing the public with “foul tasting” wheat paste as a
substitute for doenjang, the fermented soybean paste that is a staple in Korean cuisine. (Ahn
Chang Gyu, RFA)

In South Korea:

e South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol on Wednesday directed the immediate dispatch of
military aircraft to evacuate nationals from the Middle East as tensions escalated rapidly
with intensified clashes between Israel and Iran as well as its backed militias Hezbollah and
Hamas. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e North Korea launched more than 150 trash-filled balloons toward South Korea on
Wednesday, the South's military said, in the first such launch in 10 days. The Joint Chiefs of
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Staff said some 60 trash bundles have been found in Seoul and the surrounding Gyeonggi
Province due to the latest launch. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

e North Korea is likely to scrap a landmark inter-Korean agreement signed in 1991 at next
week's key parliamentary meeting, as its leader Kim Jong-un has called for revising the
constitution to define South Korea as its primary foe, the unification ministry said
Wednesday. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

International:

e Georgy Zinoviev, the Russian ambassador in Seoul, told South Korean lawmakers on
Wednesday that although the relations between the two countries were going through a
difficult time, he believed they would improve in the future. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

e South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol held his first telephone call with Japan's new Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba on Wednesday and agreed a united response together with the
United States is needed to counter North Korea's threats, his office said. (Jack Kim, Reuters)

Thursday, October 3rd, 2024

N. Korean leader's sister derides Seoul's new missiles as
"useless" ; 35% of S. Koreans view unification "unnecessary"”

In North Korea:

N. Korea balks at removal as observer from regional anti-money laundering group (Yonhap,
10/03,/2024)

N. Korea may revoke 1991 Inter-Korean Basic Agreement in parliament: Seoul (The Korea Herald,
10/02/2024)

N. Korea warns of 'corresponding’ measure over deployment of U.S. strategic assets (Yonhap,
10,/01/2024)

N. Korean leader's sister derides Seoul's Hyunmoo-5 missile as 'useless' (Yonhap, 10/03/2024)

In South Korea:

35% of S. Koreans view unification 'unnecessary' (The Korea Herald, 10/03/2024)
A North Korean defector who struggled in South Korea stole a bus and tried to drive across the
border, police say (CNN, 10,/03/2024)
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Inter-Korean Relations:

Gov't to compensate Hyundai Asan S6 million for discontinued inter-Korean freight train service

(Korea JoongAng Daily, 10,/03 /2024)

International:
North Korean hackers linked to failed attempt to extort US companies (NK News, 10,/03,/2024)
Russia blames tighter South Korea-U.S. security ties for making North's denuclearization 'impossible’
(Korea JoongAng Daily, 10/03,/2024)

Korean Army chief di rengthening partnership with ASEA nterparts (Yonhap,
10/03/2024)

In North Korea:

e North Korea on Thursday blasted a regional anti-money laundering group for recently
stripping it of an observer status, saying the organization had become "a political tool" of the
United States. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap)

e North Korea may revoke the Inter-Korean Basic Agreement, which has served as a pivotal
foundation for the development of inter-Korean relations and efforts toward peaceful
reunification for more than three decades, during its parliamentary session scheduled for
next week, the Unification Ministry in Seoul said Wednesday. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea on Tuesday warned of taking a "corresponding” measure against the
deployment of U.S. strategic assets to the Korean Peninsula ahead of a U.S. heavy bomber's
flight over a South Korean air base. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

e Kim Yo-jong, the influential sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, on Thursday mocked
South Korea's Hyunmoo-5 missile, first showcased in a recent military parade in Seoul, as a
"uselessly huge weapon" in a military parade marking Armed Forces Day. (Lee Minji, Yonhap)

In South Korea:

e According to the survey on the public unification perception, released by the Institute for
Peace and Unification Studies from Seoul National University on Wednesday, 35 percent of
respondents indicated that unification is either "entirely unnecessary" or "not particularly
necessary", the highest since 2007. (Lee Jung-joo, The Korea Herald)

e A North Korean defector who escaped to the South more than a decade ago was detained
after attempting to cross back into North Korea on a stolen bus, police said. The man drove
about 800 meters on the Tongil Bridge, the last border checkpoint where civilians can go
without a special permit, before ramming into barricades, South Korea’s Gyeonggi Bukbu
Provincial Police told CNN. (Yoonjung Seo, CNN)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e The government said Thursday it plans to compensate Hyundai Asan 8 billion won ($6.04
million) in unpaid costs related to the operation of inter-Korean freight train service that ran
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between the two Koreas from late 2007 to the end of 2008, marking the end of a
17-year-long legal dispute over the project. (Seo Ji-eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

e A North Korean cybercrime group known for its espionage operations attempted to deploy
ransomware against USA targets to extort money, only a month after law enforcement
cracked down on its illicit activities, according to a U.S. cybersecurity company. (Shreyas
Reddy, NK News)

e Russia's Foreign Ministry blamed heightened South Korea-U.S. security cooperation for
rendering denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula "impossible" in a statement issued on
Wednesday. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e According to the Army, multilateral security talks with ASEAN armies "will help create a
support base for peace on the Korean Peninsula and strengthen multilevel security
cooperation for a joint response to threats in the region." (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap)

Prepared by James Campbell, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Friday, October 4th, 2024

Kim Jong Un: Domination, not peaceful unification; North Korean
hackers target Southeast Asia with 'stealthy' new malware

Top News:
Kim Jong Un: Domination, not peaceful unification (UPI, 10/03/2024)

In North Korea:
K.l r calls Yoon 'abnormal man' for talkin militar ion against nuclear-arm rth
(Yonhap, 10/04/2024)
N. Korea launches over 300 trash balloons toward S. Korea: JCS (Yonhap, 10,/04,/2024)
North Korean hackers target Southeast Asia with ‘stealthy’ new malware (NK News, 10/04/2024)

North Korean special forces don new laser tag tech for military exercise (NK News, 10/04,/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

Incheon Airport flights delayed by more than an hour due to North Korean balloons (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 10/04/2024)

667


https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-10-03/national/northKorea/Govt-to-compensate-Hyundai-Asan-6-million-for-discontinued-interKorean-freight-train-service/2147455?detailWord=
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korean-hackers-linked-to-failed-attempt-to-extort-us-companies/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-10-03/national/northKorea/Russia-blames-tighter-South-KoreaUS-security-ties-for-making-Norths-denuclearization-impossible/2147546
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241003004100315
https://web.archive.org/web/20250724053737/https://mailchi.mp/hrnk.org/hrnk-news-items-n-korean-leaders-sister-derides-seouls-new-missiles-as-useless-35-of-s-koreans-view-unification-unnecessary?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250724053737/https://mailchi.mp/hrnk.org/hrnk-news-items-n-korean-leaders-sister-derides-seouls-new-missiles-as-useless-35-of-s-koreans-view-unification-unnecessary?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.upi.com/Voices/2024/10/03/Kim-Jong-Un-domination-not-peaceful-unification/9971727969103/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241004000453315?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241004000251315?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korean-hackers-target-southeast-asia-with-stealthy-new-malware/
https://www.nknews.org/2024/10/north-korean-special-forces-don-new-laser-tag-tech-for-military-exercise/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-10-04/national/socialAffairs/Incheon-Airport-flights-delayed-by-more-than-an-hour-due-to-North-Korean-balloons/2148065

Kim Jong Un threatens nuke strikes on South Korea if sovereignty ‘infringed’ (NK News, 10/03/2024)
rth Korea’s Kim Jong Un threaten roy th h with nuclear w ns if provoked (CNN,

10,/04,/2024)
Pyongyang dismantles key railway bridge as it severs inter-Korea relations (UPI, 10/03/2024)
S. Korea dismisses Kim's vulgar attack on Yoon as 'intolerable’ (Korea Herald, 10,/03,/2024)

International:
CIA seeks informants in North Korea, Iran and China (BBC, 10/03/2024)
LA Study in Korea Information Center opens to attract more North American students (Korea
JoongAng Daily, 10/03 /2024)
lear stalem rk r information campaign aim rth Korea (VOA, 10/4,/2024)

Solving North Korean abduction issue ‘most important task’: Japan's new PM (Radio Free Asia,
10/04,/2024)

Top News:

e The Korean Peninsula remains a flashpoint of geopolitical tension, a remnant of Cold War
divisions that have yet to be resolved. The unnatural division of Korea, described as the
"Korea question" in paragraph 60 of the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement and reiterated in
UN General Assembly Resolution 811, serves as a stark reminder of an unfinished task: the
unification of a people and a land separated by ideology, politics, and a deep chasm of human
suffering. At the heart of this issue is the Kim family regime, which has ruled North Korea
since 1948. To successfully resolve the Korea question, it is essential to first fully understand
the nature, objectives, and strategy of this regime. (David Maxwell, UPI)

In North Korea:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has strongly criticized South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol, calling him an "abnormal man" for talking about military action against the
nuclear-armed North, state media said Friday. (Lee Minji, Yonhap)

e North Korea launched some 320 trash-carrying balloons toward South Korea on Friday, the
South's military said, marking the second launch of its kind this week. (Chae Yun-hwan,
Yonhap)

e North Korean cybercriminals are using a new malware to secretly gain control of victim’s
computers in a “sophisticated and stealthy” campaign targeting Southeast Asian countries.
(Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e North Korean special forces donned new laser tag-style gear for a training exercise this
week, adopting technology long used by foreign militaries amid a push to improve the
capabilities of top-tier combat units. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e [Flights at Incheon International Airport were delayed by more than an hour Friday morning
due to the release of what appeared to be more trash-laden balloons from North Korea. (Kim

Jee-hee, Korea JoongAng Daily)
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North Korean leader Kim Jong Un threatened to use nuclear weapons against South Korea
“without hesitation” if the U.S.-ROK alliance “infringes” on Pyongyang’s sovereignty,
disparaging the South’s president as “abnormal” for attempting to intimidate a nuclear
neighbor. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un threatened to use nuclear weapons to destroy South
Korea if attacked, state media reported Friday, after South Korea’s president warned that if
the North used nuclear weapons it would “face the end of its regime.” (Yoonjung Seo, CNN)
North Korea has reportedly been active around the Kaesong Industrial Complex, dismantling
a key railway bridge and planting land mines along the Gyeongui Line, South Korean officials
said, as Pyongyang continues to sever relations with Seoul.(Darryl Coote, UPI)

South Korea's Defense Ministry on Friday condemned North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and
his sister Kim Yo-jong's criticism of President Yoon Suk Yeol and the Armed Forces Day
celebration in South Korea, calling it "behavior that can never be tolerated. (Ji Da-gyum,
Korea Herald)

International:

The US Central Intelligence Agency has launched a new drive to recruit informants in China,
Iran and North Korea. The organisation posted messages on its social media accounts in
Mandarin, Farsi and Korean on Wednesday, instructing users how to contact it securely.
(Nick Marsh, BBC)

The LA Study in Korea Information Center will open on Friday in hopes of attracting more
international students from North America, with the government also hosting a university
fair to support the initiative. (Lee Tae-hee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

As a nuclear standoff between the United States and North Korea continues with no
diplomatic off-ramp in sight, some experts in Washington say an information campaign
aimed at pressing North Korea should be considered as an alternative strategy, while others
caution against such an approach. (Young Gyo Kim, VOA)

Solving the issue of Japanese citizens abducted by North Korea is the “most important task”
for the government, said newly elected Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba. (Taejun
Kang, Radio Free Asia)

Prepared by Rachel Baek, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:
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Defense chief reaffirms S. Korea-U.S. alliance during visit to
Combined Forces Command

Inter-Korean Relations:
Army displays new bunker r missil 1 hi r (Yonhap, 10/04/2024)

PPP urges swift ratification of new S. Korea-U.S. defense cost deal (Yonhap, 10/05,/2024)

International:

2 U.S. B-1B bombers conducted joint drill with S. Korean Air Force on Oct. 1 Armed Force Day
(Yonhap, 10/05/2024)

Defense chief reaffirms S. Korea-U.S. alliance during visit to Combined Forces Command (Yonhap,
10,/04,/2024)
FM Cho holds 1st phone talks with Japan's new foreign minister (Yonhap, 10,/04,/2024)

New S. Korea-U.S. defense cost deal adds stability to alliance, but Trump question lingers: experts
(Yonhap, 10/05,/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e The Army on Friday showcased a new bunker buster missile capable of striking underground
enemy targets amid efforts to strengthen deterrence against North Korean military threats.
(Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

e The ruling People Power Party (PPP) on Saturday called for efforts by the
opposition-controlled National Assembly to swiftly ratify a new defense cost-sharing deal
between South Korea and the United States. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

International:

e Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun vowed Friday "no mercy" for threats against South Korea
and stressed that North Korea will face an "overwhelming" response from the allies in the
event of a provocation. (Lee Minji, Yonhap)

e Two U.S. B-1B heavy bombers conducted a joint drill with the South Korean Air Force on Oct.
1 Armed Forces Day, before one of them participated in a national ceremony, the U.S.
Indo-Pacific Command said Saturday. (Park Boram, Yonhap)

e South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul on Friday held his first phone talks with Japan's
new foreign minister, Takeshi Iwaya, and discussed bilateral ties as well as regional and
global issues, Seoul's foreign ministry said. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e This week's conclusion of negotiations over a new defense cost-sharing deal between South
Korea and the United States will give stability to their alliance, but uncertainty lingers over
whether the deal can endure should former President Donald Trump return to office,
experts said Friday. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

Prepared by Tessa Aguilar, HRNK Research Intern
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Sunday, October 6th, 2024

N. Korea to hold parliamentary meeting to amend constitution,
remove unification provisions

In North Korea:

N.K. leader oversees live-fire artillery drill ahead of constitutional revision (Yonhap, 10,/06,/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

South Korean leader says North Korea wants US attention by showing off nuclear might (AP News,
10/06,/2024)

International:

N. Korea's Kim, China's Xi exchange messages marking 75 years of relations (Yonhap, 10,/06,/2024)

In North Korea:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has viewed artillery academy cadets carrying out a
live-fire drill and stressed the importance of "constantly training the guerrilla war tactics to
wipe out the enemies through rapid mobile and surprise operations." (Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e North Korea is set to convene the 1lth session of the 14th Supreme People's Assembly
meeting, where it is expected to revise its constitution by removing unification-related
clauses and clarifying the nation's territorial boundaries, nine months after North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un redefined inter-Korean relations as being between "two hostile states"
and vowed to no longer consider South Korea a partner for reconciliation and unification.
(Woo Jae-yeon, Yonhap)

e North Korea’s recent disclosure of a nuclear facility was likely an attempt to grab U.S.
attention ahead of next month’s presidential election, and the North will likely stage major
provocations like a nuclear test explosion and a long-range missile test, South Korea’s
president says. (Hyung-Jin Kim, AP News)

International:
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e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and Chinese President Xi Jinping pledged to further
develop relations between the two countries as they exchanged messages marking the 75th
anniversary of relations. Kim said in the message to Xi that it conforms "with the
fundamental interests of the two countries to invariably carry forward and develop the
DPRK-China friendship with a long history and good traditions." (Yonhap)

Prepared by Gloria Guo, HRNK Research Intern
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N.K. forgoes celebrations for 75th anniversary of ties with China;
N.K. army officers reportedly killed in Ukrainian missile launch

In North Korea:
New 1st Vice Chief of the General Staff (North Korea Leadership Watch, 10/06,/2024)

North Korea forgoes celebrations for 75th anniversary of ties with China (NK News, 10/07/2024)
ates atta island ahea ariti 2 (NK News,

10/07/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

N. Korea launches some 120 trash balloons toward S. Korea (Yonhap, 10,/07/2024)

N. Korea's key parliamentary meeting presumed to be held to revise constitution (Yonhap,
10/07/2024)

S. Korea to maintain readiness against potential N. Korean provocations (Yonhap, 10/07/2024)

International:

N. Korea, China FMs exchange messages marking 75 yrs of relation (Yonhap, 10,/07/2024)
‘ ' ia (Yonhap, 10/07/2024)

North Korean army officers reportedly killed in Ukralman m1ss11e strike near Donetsk (Korea
JoongAng Daily, 10/06/2024)

US, ROK reach new defense cost-sharing deal for troops to counter North Korea (NK News,
10/07/2024)

In North Korea:
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Lt. Gen. Jong Myong Do has been identified as 1st Vice Chief of the Korean People’s Army.
General Staff in two 6 October state media reports on Kim Jong Un’s public engagements.
Jong replaces Song Yong Gon who held the position for about the last year. (North Korea
Leadership Watch)

North Korea marked the 75th anniversary of diplomatic ties with China on Sunday without
hosting any major celebrations, in a sign that Pyongyang’s relationship with its biggest
economic benefactor has sunk to a nadir as it focuses on military cooperation with Russia.
(Seung-Yeon Chung, NK News)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un oversaw artillery drills simulating an attack on an enemy
island in recent days, ahead of an expected announcement in state media this week on a
change to the country’s definition of the inter-Korean maritime boundary in the Yellow Sea.
(Colin Zwirko, NK News)

Inter-Korean Relations:

North Korea launched around 120 trash balloons toward South Korea early Monday, the
South's military said, just three days after a similar launch last week. (Lee Minji, Yonhap)
North Korea appears to have convened a key parliamentary meeting Monday as scheduled to
revise its constitution, Seoul's unification ministry said, as its leader Kim Jong-un has called
for removing unification-related clauses and clarifying the country's territorial boundaries.
(Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

South Korea's Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul said Monday that the government will maintain
readiness against potential North Korean provocations through close cooperation with the
United States. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

International:

The top diplomats of North Korea and China have pledged to further develop relations
between their countries as they exchanged messages to mark the 75th anniversary of
diplomatic ties, the North's state media reported on Monday. (Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

North Korea has denounced the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)'s condemnation
of military cooperation between the North and Russia, warning that the entity could face
"tragic consequences" if it continues to pursue an anti-North Korea stance. (Kim Soo-yeon,
Yonhap)

Six North Korean officers were killed in a Ukrainian missile strike on their position along the
Russian frontline of the occupied Donetsk region, according to Ukrainian news reports on
Friday. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korea and the U.S. struck a new five-year defense cost-sharing agreement on Friday, a
move that could frustrate North Korea’s efforts to drive a wedge between Seoul and
Washington even if alliance-skeptic Donald Trump wins the upcoming presidential election.
(Joon Ha Park, NK News)

Prepared by Jiwoo-Katie Choi, HRNK Research Intern
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Tuesday, October 8th, 2024

Kim urges nuclear weapon buildup in visit to school named after
himself; 'Risk of bioterrorism' from NK's trash balloons

In North Korea:
Kim Jong Un urges nuclear weapon buildup in visit to school named after himself (NK News,
10/08,/2024)
Military detects apparent signs of N. Korea building possible nuclear-powered submarine: lawmaker
(Yonhap, 10/08/2024)
N. Korean leader threatens to use nuclear weapons against enemies' possible attacks (Yonhap,
10/08,/2024)
N. Korea's state media keeps mum on key parliamentary meeting (Yonhap, 10,/08/2024)

rth Kor ilding nuclear submarin h's militar (Korea JoongAng Daily,
10/08,/2024)
South Korea sees signs of North building large nuclear-powered submarine (Radio Free Asia,
10/08,/2024)

In South Korea:

South Korea restoring 15 military guard posts facing North Korea at cost of SI7M (NK News,
10/08,/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

Kim Jong-un vows to thwart S. Korea-US nuclear alliance' (The Korea Herald, 10/08,/2024)
Kor nds trash balloons toward S. Korea for 2nd straigh (Yonhap, 10/08/2024)

North Korea's Kim again threatens to use nuclear weapons on South (Korea JoongAng Daily,
10/08,/2024)

rth Korean trash balloon 1 ioterrorism thr 1 warns (NK News, 10/08,/2024)
‘Risk of bioterrorism' from NK's trash balloons (The Korea Herald, 10/08/2024)

South Korea to counter North's potential balloon bioterrorism with new vaccine (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 10/08/2024)

International:

Kim Jong-un sends birthday message to Putin, praises 'close comradeship' (Korea JoongAng Daily,
10/08,/2024)
Kim Jong Un threatens to use nuclear weapons against U.S., South Korea (UPI, 10/08 /2024)
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N. Korea appears to focus on restoring ties with China: unification ministry (Yonhap, 10/08 /2024)
Korea's Kim calls Putin 'cl mrade' (BBC News, 10/08/2024)
N. Korean leader sends birthday message to Putin (Yonhap, 10/08/2024)
N. Korea likely to send troops to Ukraine in support of Russia: S. Korea's defense chief (Yonhap,
10/08,/2024)
North Korea likely to send troops to support Russia: South'’s defense minister (Radio Free Asia,
10/08,/2024)
North Korean soldiers supporting Russia have been killed in Ukraine, Kyiv says (NK News,
10/08,/2024)
rth Korean tr killed, wounded in Ukraine war: 1 defense minister (The Korea Herald,
10/08,/2024)
Philippines, South Korea boost ties amid threats on their respective borders (BenarNews,
10/08,/2024)

In North Korea:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un insulted South Korea’s president and threatened to use
nuclear weapons if the U.S. and ROK try to change “the balance of power” on the peninsula.
(Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e The military has detected apparent signs that North Korea has started to build a possible
nuclear-powered submarine. In January, North Korean leader Kim Jong-un inspected a
project to build a nuclear-powered submarine after vowing to develop such a submarine
among other sophisticated weapons systems during a ruling party congress in 2021. (Chae
Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has threatened to use nuclear weapons if the country's
enemies attempt to use armed force against it. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e North Korea remained silent about whether it convened a key parliamentary meeting the
previous day. North Korea earlier announced a plan to hold the 1ith session of the 14th
Supreme People's Assembly on Monday to revise the nation's constitution. (Kim Soo-yeon,
Yonhap)

e North Korea has been spotted building what appears to be a nuclear-powered submarine.
This follows repeated declarations by North Korean leader Kim Jong-un that his country
planned to develop such vessels. (Seo Ji-eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e The South Korean military has detected apparent signs that North Korea has started to build
a large nuclear-powered submarine as North Korea’s leader dialed up his threat to use
nuclear weapons against its enemies. (Taejun Kang, Radio Free Asia)

In South Korea:

e South Korea is restoring 15 frontline guard posts on its side of the heavily militarized border
with North Korea, four more than it abandoned during a thaw in inter-Korean tensions in
2018. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Inter-Korean Relations:
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e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un warned Monday that Pyongyang would "not tolerate" any
disruption to the Korean Peninsula's balance of power, which he claimed is upheld by North
Korea's nuclear arsenal and threatened by the growing "nuclear alliance" between South
Korea and the United States. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea floated some 100 trash balloons toward South Korea. The Joint Chiefs of Staff
said it discovered some 60 trash bundles dropped around parts of Seoul and its surrounding
Gyeonggi Province after the latest launch that began in the early hours of the morning. (Lee
Minji, Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un again raised the prospect of using nuclear weapons
against South Korea, warning that its military would employ its full offensive capabilities if
its enemies attempt to use armed force. (Seo Ji-eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e South Korea should stockpile vaccines for diseases like smallpox and anthrax due to the
possibility that North Korean trash balloons could pose bioterrorism threats as Pyongyang
launched balloons. (Alannah Hill, NK News)

e The head of the Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency has expressed concern over
the risk of bioterrorism posed by the trash-carrying balloons from North Korea and is
planning to stockpile vaccines in preparation. (Lee Jaeeun, The Korea Herald)

e South Korean health authority will develop a vaccine to counter potential North Korean
biological terrorism using trash-laden balloons. (Lee Soo-jung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un sent a birthday message to Russian President Vladimir
Putin, referring to him as one of his "closest comrades." Kim expressed that the “comradely
ties” between North Korea and Russia will make a “positive contribution to further
consolidating the eternal foundation of DPRK-Russia friendship and strategic cooperative
relations." (Woo Ji-won, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un warned the United States and South Korea that any attack
would be met with a nuclear response, as tensions remain high on the Peninsula and
concerns swirl about a possible provocation ahead of the U.S. presidential election. (Thomas
Maresca, UPI)

e North Korea appears to be shifting its foreign policy focus toward restoring relations with its
long-time ally, China, after designating this year to mark the 75th anniversary of diplomatic
ties. (Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has sent a birthday message to Russian President Vladimir
Putin, calling him his "closest comrade”. Kim added that relations between both countries
would be raised to a new level. (Rupert Wingfield Hayes, Yvette Tan, BBC News)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has sent a happy birthday message to Russian President
Vladimir Putin, saying their "comradely ties" will further consolidate relations between the
two countries. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e North Korea is likely to deploy members of its regular armed forces to Ukraine in support of
Russia in the latest sign of deepening military cooperation between Pyongyang and Moscow.

(Lee Minji, Yonhap)
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North Korea is likely to send members of its regular armed forces to Ukraine in support of
Russia, which would signal a significant deepening of cooperation between the allies. (Taejun
Kang, Radio Free Asia)

North Korea is sending limited numbers of military personnel to Russia-occupied Ukraine to
supervise the use of DPRK weapons, adding that some of the North Korean engineers have
already been killed. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

South Korea’s national defense minister said North Korean troops appear to have been killed
or wounded in Russia’s war on Ukraine. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

The presidents of the Philippines and South Korea agreed on Monday to elevate bilateral
defense and economic ties to a so-called “strategic partnership,” as the two longtime Asian

allies contend with security threats along their borders. (Jason Gutierrez, BenarNews)

Prepared by Sarah Han, HRNK Research Intern

Orlglnal newsletter archived and available here:

Wednesday, October 9th, 2024

North Korea says it will cut off all roads to the South

In North Korea:

North Korea ends assembly session without announcing unification policy changes (NK News,
10/09,/2024)

North Korea holds key parliamentary meeting amid heightened tension (Reuters, 10,/09,/2024)
North Korea reports fifth test of upgraded 240mm rocket system this year (NK News, 10/09,/2024)

In South Korea:

Seoul could attack launch sites for North Korea trash balloons, minister warns (NK News,
10,/09,/2024)

Yoon says unlﬁed, nuclear- free Korean Penlnsula would beneﬁt Indo Pac1ﬁ (Yonhap, 10/09,/2024)

(Yonhap, 10/09/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

North Korea says it will cut off all roads to the South (BBC News, 10,/09,/2024)

North Korea vows to block border with South Korea and boost front-line defense postures (The
Independent, 10/09,/2024)
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International:

An

I

K’s ‘bonkers’ plan to reach net zer importing fuel from North Korea (The Guardian,

10,/09,/2024)

Ukraine-Russia war latest: Blow to Putin’s forces as Kyiv destroys weapons store with North Korean
missiles (The Independent, 10/09,/2024)

U.S. continues to monitor N. Korea's support for Russia: Pentagon (Yonhap, 10/09,/2024)

In North Korea:

North Korea’s Supreme People’s Assembly concluded a two-day session on Tuesday without
any public announcements on amending the constitution to reflect new policies on rejecting
unification and redefining the border, despite leader Kim Jong Un demanding the changes
earlier this year. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

North Korea held a session of its Supreme People's Assembly this week, state media KCNA
said on Wednesday, although there was no mention on whether it had officially changed its
stance on unification between the Koreas. Tensions on the Korean peninsula have increased
this year amid a series of missile tests and a push by Pyongyang to change how it relates to
the South. (Joyce Lee, Reuters)

North Korea test-fired 240mm “controllable multiple rocket launcher shells” on Tuesday,
according to state media. The Korean Central News Agency published a three-line report on
Wednesday stating the rockets flew a “maximum range” of 41.6 miles (67 km). (Colin Zwirko,
NK News)

In South Korea:

South Korea has pinpointed “approximately 10 sites” that North Korea uses to launch trash
balloons across the border, Seoul's defense chief said Tuesday, emphasizing that the military
can target those locations in the future “if circumstances warrant” Defense Minister Kim
Yong-hyun disclosed the information during the National Assembly’s annual defense
ministry audit on Tuesday. (Joon Ha Park, NK News)

President Yoon Suk Yeol said Wednesday a unified, nuclear-free Korean Peninsula would
contribute to peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region and unlock new opportunities
across a large, interconnected market. Yoon introduced his vision for unification with North
Korea based on liberal democracy during a special lecture in Singapore. (Kim Eun-jung,
Yonhap)

Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun on Wednesday called for strengthening joint military
training and exercises with the United States to maintain an overwhelming defense posture
against North Korean provocations, the defense ministry said. The appeal was made during a
meeting in Seoul with visiting U.S. Admiral Samuel Paparo, commander of the Indo-Pacific
Command. (Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relations:

North Korea will sever road and railway access to South Korea from Wednesday in a bid to
“completely separate” the two countries. Its military said the North would “permanently shut
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off and block the southern border” and fortify areas on its side. The Korean People’s Army
described the move as “a self-defensive measure for inhibiting war”. (Gavin Butler, BBC News)

e North Korea said Wednesday it will permanently block its border with South Korea and
boost its front-line defense posture to cope with “confrontational hysteria" by South Korean
and U.S. forces, while not announcing an expected constitutional revision to formally
designate South Korea its principal enemy. (Hyung Jin-Kim, The Independent)

International:

e A plan by the British government to burn biomass imported from countries including North
Korea and Afghanistan has been described as “bonkers”, with critics saying it undermines the
credibility of the UK’s climate strategy. (Isabella Kaminski, The Guardian)

e Ukraine’s military says it has struck a Russian weapons depot which was holding North
Korean missiles more than 60 miles from the border. The military said the arsenal, in
Karachev, Bryansk Oblast, stored ammunition for missile and artillery weapons, including
those delivered from North Korea, as well as guided aerial bombs. (Arpan Rai, Alex Croft, Tom
Watling, The Independent)

e The United States continues to monitor North Korea's support for Russia, a Pentagon
spokesperson said Tuesday, following a news report that six North Korean military officers
were killed in a Ukrainian missile strike on Russian-occupied territory near Donetsk last
week. (Song Sang-Ho, Yonhap)

Prepared by Katherine Mitchell, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Thursday, October 10th, 2024

China and North Korea Partner to Persecute Christians, experts
say

Top News:

China and North Korea Partner to Persecute Christians, Experts Say (Christian News, 10/09,/2024)
North Korea has expanded notorious political prison in northeast, imagery shows (NK News,
10/07/2024)

Cyber Warfare and Economic Survival: North Korea's Exploitation of Global IT Markets (HRNK,

10,/09,/2024)
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In North Korea:

Explosions rin from DMZ rth Korea clears land with dynamite (NK News, 10,/10/024)
N. Korea's Kim yet to secure people's backing of his ‘2 hostile states' stance: ex-diplomat (Yonhap,
10/10/2024)

North Korean hackers plunder thousands of nuclear plant tech documents from South's company
(Korea JoongAng Daily, 10,/10,/2024)

North mum on constitutional amendments naming South "hostile state” over possible lack of public
support (Korea JoongAng Daily, 10/10,/2024)

In South Korea:

South Korean support for own nuclear arsenal grows as confidence in U.S. wanes (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 10,/10,/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

In This Office, the Fading Dream of a Unified Korea Lives On (The New York Times, 10,/09,/2024)
North Korea already cut off inter-Korean roads in Aug. (The Korea Herald, 10,/10,/2024)

S. Korea condemns N. Korea's move to block border as 'anti-unification' act (Yonhap, 10/10,/2024)

International:

Kremlin rejects S. Korean claim of N. Koreans fighting in Ukraine (Yonhap, 10/10,/2024)
N. Korea appoints new ambassador to Switzerland (Yonhap, 10,/10,/2024)

Yoon, Ishiba pledge to continue improving ties in first bilateral summit (Korea YoongAng Daily,
10,/10,/2024)

Top News

e China has subjected hundreds of North Koreans to atrocities since last year by forcibly
returning them to a country whose leaders hold that religion, especially Christianity, is the
greatest threat to its power. “Any religious belief, and Christianity in particular, as well as
South Korea, constitute the only challenges to the Kim regime’s absolute monopoly on
power,” Greg Scarlatoiu, executive director of the Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea, said at the hearing of the USCIRF on Sept. 26. (Christian News)

e New high-resolution Google Earth satellite imagery reveals that North Korea constructed a
half dozen new buildings and renovated housing structures at Kwalliso No. 16 between 2022
and 2024, underscoring the DPRK’s continuing efforts to expand and maintain concentration
camps that it officially denies exist. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e North Korea has increasingly relied on sophisticated cyber operations to evade international
sanctions and fund its nuclear and missile programs. As a result, cybercrime has become a
crucial revenue source, with hackers reportedly stealing up to $2 billion, operating
anonymously and effectively to support the regime's military ambitions. (Maria de Almeida,
HRNK)

In North Korea:
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e The sound of explosions rang out along the demilitarized zone on Thursday, as North Korea
detonated dynamite to clear land a day after announcing plans to further fortify its southern
border. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e North Korea may not have included leader Kim Jong-un's "two hostile states" stance in a
revised constitution as the regime has been unable to fully get people to understand his
anti-unification policy. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e Hackers associated with North Korea pilfered approximately 720,000 files on nuclear power
plant technology from a company that works closely with Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power.
(Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea’s rubber-stamp parliament hasn't officially announced the expected
constitutional changes that would solidify its “two-state” system, possibly due to a lack of
public support. (Seo Ji-eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

In South Korea:

e Public distrust in the reliability of the U.S. nuclear umbrella has sharply increased, with a
majority of South Koreans now supporting the development of their own nuclear weapons.

(Seo Ji-eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e South Korea has never formally accepted the division of the Korean Peninsula. To assert its
claim, the South appoints its own governors for five provinces in the North, like Sohn
Yang-Young, the governor of South Hamgyeong Province. (Choe Sang-Hun, The New York
Times)

e North Korea has already blocked the inter-Korean passages under leader Kim Jong-un’s
instructions, South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff chief Adm. Kim Myung-soo said Thursday.
(Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

e The unification ministry on Thursday "strongly" condemned North Korea's move to cut off all
roads and railways connected to South Korea as an act that dampens aspiration for
unification by people in the two Koreas. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

International:

e Russia on Thursday rejected a recent South Korean claim that North Korean soldiers were
likely fighting alongside Russian forces in Ukraine. During a parliamentary audit session in
Seoul, South Korean Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun said it was "highly likely" that North
Korea had deployed troops in support of Russia, because the two countries have a mutual
treaty "akin to a military alliance." (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap)

e North Korea has appointed a former ambassador to its mission at the United Nations office
in Geneva as its top envoy to Switzerland, the North's foreign ministry said Thursday. (Kim
Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol and new Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba agreed to promote
a seamless development of bilateral relations in their first summit on Thursday, held on the
margins of the Asean-related meetings in Laos. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)
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Prepared by Bryan Clark, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Friday, October 11th, 2024

"North Korea is 'Iran Hybrid Warfare' Weapon Supplier”..."U.S.
Government must intervene"

JoongAng, 09/26/2024)
*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom of the
email.

In North Korea:
Korea claim xploi Korea' rity uneasiness for new defen 1 (Yonhap,
10/11/24)

N. Korean leader calls for fighting against corruption in message marking party founding anniv.
(Yonhap, 10/11/24)

In South Korea:

DP leader urges N.K. to withdraw move to cut off roads, railways connected to S. Korea (Yonhap,
10/11/24)

S. Korea stages st live-fire drills of Taurus missile in 7 years (Yonhap, 10/11/24)

Teen K defector shares horrifi ry of life in reclusive regime (Yonhap, 10/11/24)

Yoon deepens ties with ASEAN, seeks support on N. Korean issues (Yonhap, 10/11/24)

20 drone crash, malfunction cases reported over 1 vear at Drone Operations Command: lawmaker
(Yonhap, 10/11/24)

Inter-Korean Relations:

N. Korea again sends trash balloons, claims Seoul sent drones over Pyongyang (Yonhap, 10/11/24)

North Korea claims South Korean drone scattered leaflets over Pyongyang (NK News, 10/11/24)
N. Korean man crosses into S. Korea in 3rd defection in 2 months (Yonhap, 10,/11/24)

International:
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Korea, Japan, China's trilateral cooperative mechanism restored at ASEAN Plus Three (The Korea
Times, 10/10/24)

Reports of N.K. soldiers in Ukraine may show Russia's 'profound' desperation: U.S. official (Yonhap,
10/11/24)
S. Korean expert calls for stronger defense industrial cooperation with U.S., voices concern over

export controls (Yonhap, 10/11/24)

S. Korea to hold high-level diplomatic dialogue with U.S.. Japan next week: officials (Yonhap,
10/11/24)

U.S. takes Korean Peninsula security 'very seriously": Pentagon spokesperson (Yonhap, 10/11/24)
Yoon calls for international solidarity against N. Korea-Russia military cooperation (Yonhap,
10/11/24)

Top News

Professor Bruce E. Betchol Jr. and Greg Scarlatoiu, executive director of the Committee for
Human Rights in North Korea, spoke at the International Council on Korean Studies,
discussing the cooperation of North Korea with various Iranian proxy partner and the
necessity for the U.S. to intervene and for NGOs to gain the status necessary to get more
involved. Scarlatoiu stated, "While some NGOs, including the HRNK, have managed to obtain
consultative status with great difficulty, this is only an exceptional success story." He
emphasized, "For North Korean human rights NGOs dealing with regimes responsible for
crimes against humanity, consultative status should not be an exception but a principle.

(Gim Hyeonggu, The Joongang)

In North Korea:

North Korea said Friday a new defense cost-sharing deal between South Korea and the
United States is a product of Washington's "sinister" scheme to use the South's security
uneasiness for the implementation of its strategy for world supremacy. (Kim Soo-yeon,
Yonhap)

North Korea claimed on Friday that a South Korean drone scattered anti-regime leaflets over
Pyongyang, threatening military retaliation if such "provocations" continue. (Ifang Bremer,
Joon Ha Park, NK News)

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has called on officials to fight against corruption and
eradicate abuse of power in a message seen aimed at tightening a grip on social discipline
and enhancing internal solidarity. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

In South Korea:

Opposition leader Lee Jae-myung on Friday urged North Korea to retract its recent move to
cut off all roads and railways connected to South Korea, voicing concerns over the North's
"explicit intent" to completely sever inter-Korean ties. (Yi Won-ju, Yonhap)

The Air Force has conducted live-fire drills involving the long-range air-to-surface Taurus
missile, officials said Friday, in the first such exercise in seven years amid North Korea's
persistent nuclear and missile threats. (Kang Yoon-seung, Yonhap)
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e A North Korean teenage defector on Thursday shared her horrific story of life in the
reclusive regime during a forum hosted by South Korea's unification ministry. (Kim Han-joo,
Yonhap)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol wrapped up a three-nation Southeast Asian trip Friday after a flurry
of diplomacy to bolster relations with the strategic region and draw support on North
Korean issues. (Kim Eun-jung, Yonhap)

e A total of 20 cases of drone crashes and malfunction took place at a key military unit
overseeing unmanned vehicle operations since its launch last year, a lawmaker said Friday.

(Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e North Korea floated trash balloons toward South Korea on Friday, both in the early morning
and late at night, the military said, as the reclusive regime claimed that the South had sent
unmanned drones over Pyongyang three times since last week. (Kang Yoon-seung, Yonhap)

e A North Korean man has crossed the de facto western maritime border into South Korea
aboard a wooden boat, a South Korean military official said Friday, in the third defection in
two months. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

International:

e The trilateral cooperative mechanism among Korea, Japan, China and the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has gained renewed momentum for further growth, as all
three East Asian countries have now established comprehensive strategic partnerships (CSP)
with the ASEAN bloc. (Anna J. Park, The Korea Times)

e Reports of North Korean soldiers killed in a recent Ukrainian missile attack, if true, would
show Russia's "profound” desperation to secure outside support for its war in Ukraine, a
State Department spokesperson said Thursday. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e A South Korean government researcher pointed to U.S. export controls as a "primary"
hindrance to expanding bilateral defense industrial cooperation on Thursday, stressing the
need for regulatory reforms to streamline technology sharing and ensure more "efficient”
industrial collaboration. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e South Korea is in talks with the United States and Japan to hold a trilateral meeting among
their vice foreign ministers next week, officials said Friday. (Kim Seung-yeon, Yonhap)

e The United States takes security on the Korean Peninsula and its alliance with South Korea
"very seriously, a Pentagon spokesperson said Thursday, after North Korea said it would cut
off all roads and railways linked to South Korea and fortify defense along the inter-Korean
border. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol condemned Friday the growing military cooperation between North
Korea and Russia and called for the international community to unite against the North's
nuclear development and provocations. (Kim Eun-jung, Yonhap)

“North Korea is ‘Iran Hybrid Warfare’ Weapon Supplier”..U.S. Government must intervene”
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Washington Special Correspondent, Gim Hyeonggu
https: //www.joongang.co.kr/article /25280285

In recent years, violent incidents carried out by pro-Iran armed organizations in the Middle East
have been supplied with weapons, specialized technology, and military training from North Korea,
both directly and indirectly.

Bruce E. Betchol Jr.,, a professor at Angelo State University, stated at the annual conference of the
International Council on Korean Studies (ICKS) held at the Hudson Institute think tank in
Washington, D.C. on September 25th (local time), “In the Middle East, Iran’s hybrid warfare has
demonstrated successful forms of invasion by countries and organizations within the region that are
supported by the Iranian regime,” and added, “We must pay attention to the fact that these Iranian
proxy partners have received weapons, training, technology, and advice from North Korea for a long
time” He referred to the multidimensional conflicts that Iran engages in while simultaneously
supporting pro-Iran terrorist groups, such as in Syria, Hezbollah (a Lebanese armed group), the
Houthi rebels in Yemen, and Hamas (a Palestinian armed group), as hybrid warfare.

Professor Bruce E. Bechtol Jr. presented his report titled "The Strategic Partnership between Iran
and North Korea” at the conference, stating, “Iran is the most important financial backer of
Hezbollah, and North Korea is one of Hezbollah’s major weapons suppliers.” He pointed out “North
Korea has maintained a sustained military relationship with Iran for over 40 years” This indicates
that Hezbollah, supported by Iran, has procured weapons from North Korea, forming a triangular
network where North Korea and Iran have also maintained their military ties for a long time.
Professor Bechtol Jr., who serves as the President of the International Council on Korean Studies
(ICKS), is a former Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) intelligence officer and a North Korea expert
who has closely followed North Korea’s military activities. He has published works such as “North
Korean Military Proliferation in the Middle East and Africa: Enabling Violence and Instability” and
“North Korea and Regional Security in the Kim Jong-un Era”

North Korea Constructs Tunnels Connecting Hezbollah Bases

According to Professor Betchol Jr’s report, North Korea has supplied rocket systems, including
122mm and 107mm multiple rocket launchers, to Hezbollah since the Cold War era, and in the 1980s,
Hezbollah leaders visited North Korea to learn special operations technology.

In 2006, it was uncovered that North Korea supported Hezbollah in the process of constructing a
massive underground network in southern Lebanon. This underground network included weapon
bunkers, communication facilities, and command and control networks intended for use in a war
against Israel. Subsequently, Hezbollah signed a $13 million contract with North Korea’s Chosun
Mining Development Trading Company and constructed a 45-kilometer tunnel system connecting
key locations in Lebanon. The tunnel system was completed in 2021.
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North Korea has maintained a friendly relationship with Hamas since the 1960s. In the Israel-Hamas
war that broke out on October 7th of last year, there have been indications that Hamas used North
Korean weapons, including 122mm multiple rocket launchers and the F-7 anti-tank rocket launcher.

Professor Bechtol Jr. stated, “Since the early 1970s, North Korea has begun providing weapons and
military training not only to the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) but also to the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and others” He analyzed that especially after the Cold
War, North Korea focused on supporting Hamas more than other pro-Iran groups.

Consider North Korea as an ‘existential threat’ and take action to deter it

Professor Betchol Jr. stated that “North Korea has provided significant military support to pro-Iran
armed groups, which has greatly strengthened the operation of North Korea’s military-industrial
complex operations.” He emphasized that “the U.S. government and Israel must regard North Korea's
military proliferation as a real threat to national security and take active measures to counter it””

At the conference, it was also asserted that the next U.S. administration, which will be established
after the November presidential election, must actively implement engagement policies toward
North Korea to improve human rights for North Korean citizens, recognizing the deep
interconnection between North Korean human rights and security issues.

The next U.S. government must implement proactive policies toward North Korea

Olivia Enos, a Senior Fellow at the Hudson Institute, stated, "Whether it is Kamala Harris (Vice
President) or Donald Trump (former President), the soon-to-be-established new U.S. administration
will face the task of formulating North Korea policy." She emphasized, "Considering the multifaceted
threats posed by the North Korean regime to U.S. national interests, the next U.S. administration
must thoroughly examine measures to deal with the North Korean regime." Enos noted, "During
President Joe Biden's term, concern for North Korean security and human rights has significantly
weakened," adding that "as a result, the North Korean regime has been able to provide material
support to Russia in its war against Ukraine, actions that are against U.S. national interests.

Senior Fellow Enos criticized the U.S. government for not addressing North Korea's security and
human rights issues together, highlighting the deep connection between the two. He emphasized
the ongoing need to focus on the suffering North Korean people and proposed that the best way to
do this is for the U.S. to classify the human rights violations of Kim Jong-un's regime as "acts of
brutality” and to adopt a multifaceted approach for improving human rights.

‘Consultative status’ for North Korean human rights NGOs must increase

It was also mentioned that opportunities for Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) focused on
improving human rights in North Korea to receive 'consultative status' from the United Nations
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) should increase. The UN Economic and Social Council
grants consultative status to qualified NGOs in order to collect opinions from civil society and utilize
them for UN activities. NGOs with consultative status can attend all meetings of the Economic and
Social Council and its subsidiary committees and gain rights such as proposing agenda items for the
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UN General Assembly, applying for the right to speak, and distributing materials. Currently, there are
6,626 NGOs worldwide that hold consultative status.

Greg Scarlatoiu, the President and CEO of the U.S. Committee for Human Rights in North Korea,
stated, "While some NGOs, including the HRNK, have managed to obtain consultative status with
great difficulty, this is only an exceptional success story." He emphasized, "For North Korean human
rights NGOs dealing with regimes responsible for crimes against humanity, consultative status
should not be an exception but a principle."

Translated by Hannah Starnes, HRNK Research Intern; Edited by Saege Anzueto, HRNK Research Intern

Prepared by Ryan Rohrbach, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20250724055601 /https: //mailchi.mp /hrnk.org /hrnk-news-items-north-korea-is-iran-hybrid
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Friday, October 12th, 2024

Biden proposes holding trilateral summit this year

In South Korea:

Yoon blasts North Korea-Russia military cooperation at East Asia Summit (Korea JoongAng Daily,
10/11/24)

Inter-Korean Relations:

DP blasts military for not confirming N.K''s claim Seoul sent drones over Pyongyang (Yonhap,
10/12/24)

N. Korea sends 20 more trash balloons toward S. Korea (Yonhap, 10/12 /24)

N. Korean media report claim that Seoul sent drones over Pyongyvang (Yonhap, 10,/12/24)
North Korea accuses South of flying drones over Pyongyang (CNN, 10/11/24)

North Korea accuses South Korea of flying drones to its capital and threatens to attack next time (AP
News, 10/11/24)

International:

Biden proposes holding trilateral summit this year (Yonhap, 10/12 / 24)

(Yonhap,
10/12/24)

North Korean forces are backing Russia inside Ukraine, officials say (The Washington Post, 10/11/24)
Russian ambassador to N. Korea hosts reception to mark diplomatic ties (Yonhap, 10/12 /24)

687


https://web.archive.org/web/20250724055601/https://mailchi.mp/hrnk.org/hrnk-news-items-north-korea-is-iran-hybrid-warfare-weapon-supplierus-government-must-intervene?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250724055601/https://mailchi.mp/hrnk.org/hrnk-news-items-north-korea-is-iran-hybrid-warfare-weapon-supplierus-government-must-intervene?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-10-11/national/northKorea/Yoon-blasts-North-KoreaRussia-military-cooperation-at-East-Asia-Summit-/2153089?detailWord=
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241012002200315
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241012001300315
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241012001400315?section=nk/nk
https://www.cnn.com/2024/10/11/asia/north-korea-south-drones-pyongyang/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-south-drones-attack-threat-border-d1b2e42665fba63dbf4cf2f36a96f5f5
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241012000600315
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241012000300315?section=nk/nk
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/10/11/north-korea-russia-ukraine-military-cooperation/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241012000900315?section=nk/nk

In South Korea:

President Yoon Suk Yeol said that Russia and North Korea's illegal military cooperation is
further prolonging the war in Ukraine, posing a direct challenge to UN Security Council
resolutions on Friday in Laos. (Lim Jeong-won, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Inter-Korean Relations:

The main opposition Democratic Party criticized the military for saying it cannot confirm
North Korea's claim that South Korea had sent unmanned drones over Pyongyang. (Yi
Won-ju, Yonhap)

North Korea has floated more trash balloons toward South Korea after the regime claimed
the South had sent unmanned drones over Pyongyang three times since last week. (Kim
Han-joo, Yonhap)

North Korea's news media for the domestic audience reported the regime's claim that the
South sent unmanned drones carrying anti-North propaganda leaflets over Pyongyang three
times this month. (Shim Sun-ah, Yonhap)

North Korea accused South Korea of flying propaganda-filled drones over Pyongyang and
threatened “retaliation." (Gawon Bae, Pauline Lockwood, CNN)

North Korea has accused rival South Korea of flying drones to its capital to drop anti-North
Korean propaganda leaflets and threatened to respond with force if such flights occur again.
South Korea issued a vague denial of the allegation. (Kim Tong-hyung, AP News)

International:

U.S. President Joe Biden has proposed holding a trilateral summit with the leaders of South
Korea and Japan by the end of this year. (Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken called Friday for "unified" action against North Korea's
"destabilizing" activities during an annual regional summit involving the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations in Laos. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

North Korean soldiers are supporting Russian troops on the ground, and some may have
already been killed and injured, South Korean and Ukrainian officials said this week, raising
questions about whether the military cooperation between Pyongyang and Moscow has
advanced to a new stage. (Michelle Ye Hee Lee, Kostiantyn Khudov, Isabelle Khurshudyan,
The Washington Post)

The Russian ambassador to North Korea has hosted a reception to reaffirm bilateral ties

ahead of the 76th anniversary of diplomatic relations. The event, hosted by Russian
Ambassador Alexandr Matsegora, was held in Pyongyang on Friday, with the attendance of
Foreign Minister Choe Son-hui, ahead of the anniversary, which falls on Saturday. (Kim
Han-joo, Yonhap)

Prepared by Sarah Han, HRNK Research Intern
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Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, October 13th, 2024

Some North Korean trash balloons equipped with GPS
transmitters

Inter-Korean Relations:

Korean | r's sister warns of 'horrible di r'if S. Korean drones foun in (Yonhap,
10/13 /24)
S. Korea warns N. Korea will see end of regime if it harms its people (Yonhap, 10/13/24)

Some North Korean trash balloons equipped with GPS transmitters: JCS (Korea JoongAng Daily,
10/13/24)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e The sister of Kim Jong-un warned Sunday that South Korea will face a "horrible disaster" if
South Korean drones are flown again over the North's capital. (Kim Seung-yeon, Yonhap)

e South Korea warned North Korea on Sunday that it will see "the end of its regime" if it causes
any harm to its people, after the North threatened a "horrible disaster" over the alleged flight
of drones over its capital. (Choi Kyong-ae, Yonhap)

e Some of the balloons floated by North Korea to dump trash across South Korea have been
equipped with GPS transmitters, South Korea's military said Sunday. (Korea JoongAng Daily)

Prepared by Samantha Garcia, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web. archlve org web /20250724060102 /https: /mailchi.mp /hrnk.org /hrnk-news-items-some-north-korean-trash-

- - - — i 2e=9 9

Monday, October 14th, 2024

N. Korea slams U.S. envoy's remarks critical of N. Korean human
rights situation
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In South Korea:

Rival parties lock horns over N. Korean provocations (The Korea Herald, 10/14/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

N. Korea appears to be preparing for explosions on roads connected to S. Korea: JCS (Yonhap,
10/14/2024)

going on? (The Guardian,

10/14 /2024

N. Korean leader's sister accuses S. Korean military of flving drones over Pyongyang (Yonhap,
10/14/2024)

N. Korea says it ordered front-line artillery units to fully prepare to open fire (Yonhap, 10/14 /2024)

International:

Jihyun Park: A woman'’s journey from North Korea to British politics (NK News, 10,/10/2024)
N. Korea slams U.S. envoy's remarks critical of N. Korean human rights situation (Yonhap,
10/14,/2024)

President Zelensky claims North Korea sending troops to help Russia in Ukraine war (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 10/14/2024)

In South Korea:

e The tension between the two largest political parties in South Korea escalated Monday, as
the main opposition Democratic Party criticized the government's handling of security,
while the ruling People Power Party emphasized military readiness over diplomacy. (Jung
Min-kyung, The Korea Herald)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e North Korea appears to be preparing to detonate explosives on roads connected to South
Korea, raising tensions. The South Korean military is on high alert, warning of retaliation if
provoked. (Lee Minji, Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

e North Korea has accused South Korea of sending drones over its capital, Pyongyang, to drop
leaflets critical of leader Kim Jong-un. We look at the reasons behind the North’s reaction,
from readying artillery units to fire across the border and preparing to blow up roads linking
the two countries. (Justin McCurry, The Guardian)

e Kim Yo-jong, the influential sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, accused the South
Korean military of sending unmanned drones carrying leaflets over Pyongyang. She used
harsh language to criticize both South Korea and the United States for the drone flights.
(Shim Sun-ah, Yonhap)

e North Korea's military has ordered eight artillery brigades along the border with South
Korea to be fully armed in a wartime mode, following claims that South Korean drones flew
over Pyongyang. South Korea denied the claim and warned of severe consequences. (Kim

Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

International:
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e Jihyun Park escaped from North Korea, not once but twice. Now a politician and activist in
the U.K,, Park joins the podcast to share her story of how she escaped and why she decided
to settle in Britain rather than South Korea. (NK News)

e North Korea on Monday denounced the U.S. human rights envoy for stressing that an inflow
of outside information to North Korea is a key element of Washington's policy toward the
North, claiming the U.S. aims to bring down the North's system. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky claimed on Sunday that North Korea is sending not
only weapons, but also troops to support Russia in a show of deepening military ties

between the two countries. (Lim Jeong-won, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Tuesday, October 15th, 2024

S. Korea elected for the 6th time as a UN Human Rights Council
member, 'Actively participating in efforts for human rights in
N.K.'

Top News:

South Korea elected for the 6th time as a UN Human Rights Council member... 'Actively participating
in efforts to promote human rights in North Korea. (VOA, 10/10,/2024)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom of the
email.

In North Korea:

Kim Jong Un weighs military options at security council meeting (NK News, 10,/15/2024)

North Korea blew up overland connections to South, says Joint Chiefs of Staff (Korea JoongAng Daily,
10/15/2024)

In South Korea:

DP expresses understanding of military's noncommittal position on N. Korea's drone claims (Yonhap,
10/15/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
K1 r hol ritv meetin i Korea's all rone flights over Pyongvan
(Yonhap, 10/15/2024)
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N. Korea's explosion of inter-Korean roads epitomizes leader Kim's animosity against S. Korea
(Yonhap, 10/15/2024)

North Korea blows up inter-Korean roads, leading South to fire warning shots (NK News,
10/15/2024)

North Korea blows up northern side of inter-Korean roads (Radio Free Asia, 10/15/2024)

North Korea blows up roads linking it with South, prompting warning shots at border (The Guardian,
10/15/2024)

S. Korea condemns N. Korea's detonation of inter-Korean roads as 'very abnormal' act (Yonhap,
10/15/2024)

International:

Kremlin says its mutual defense agreement with North Korea is 'unambiguous' (Reuters, 10/15,/2024)
North Korean vessel loiters outside Russian port, raising arms trade concerns (NK News,
10/15/2024)

Putin pushes for ratification of military pact he made with Kim Jong Un (NK News, 10/15/2024)

Pyongyang slams U.N. special rapporteur's report on N. Korea's human rights (Yonhap, 10/15/2024)
Russian court rejects detention appeal of South Korean accused of espionage, RIA reports (Reuters,

10/15,/2024)

South Korea expresses concern as Russia moves to ratify defense pact with North (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 10/15/2024)
US 'concerned’ by reports of North Korean soldiers fighting for Russia (Reuters, 10/15/2024)

Top News:

e South Korea will serve as a member of the UN Human Rights Council for a three-year term
starting next year. The South Korean government has revealed its ambition to actively
participate in discussions about major international human rights issues, including those
related to North Korea. (An So-young, VOA)

In North Korea:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un reviewed military action plans at a “national defense and
security council” meeting on Monday, according to state media, following days of threats and
escalating rhetoric over an alleged South Korean drone incursion. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korea blew up roads connected to South Korea according to Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff. In its message to reporters, the JCS said that the North “detonated roads connecting
the Gyeongui and Donghae rail lines north of the military demarcation line around noon”
and that the North Korean military had brought in “heavy equipment to carry out additional

work”” (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

In South Korea:

e The main opposition Democratic Party on Tuesday expressed understanding of the military's
decision to neither confirm nor deny North Korea's claims the South had sent drones over
Pyongyang, saying the issue should be dealt with prudently. (Yi Wonju, Yonhap)
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Inter-Korean Relations:

e Kim Jong-un has held a meeting with top security officials to discuss what Pyongyang claims
was South Korea's infiltration of drones. Kim received reports about North Korea's plan to
deal with the "enemy's serious provocation," including the military's counteraction plan and
the situation related to the North's intelligence operations. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e North Korea appears to have blown up the northern side of its roads connected to South
Korea as a symbolic measure to erase the legacy of inter-Korean cooperation under its
leader Kim Jong-un's "two hostile states" stance. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e North Korea blew up sections of two key inter-Korean roads on Tuesday, leading the South
Korean military to retaliate by firing shots south of the border, according to Seoul. (Ifang
Bremer, Joon Ha Park, NK News)

e North Korea blew up its side of roads connected to South Korea on Tuesday, the South
Korean military said, after Pyongyang vowed to cut cross-border transport links amid
disputes over drones that the North says have flown over its capital. (Taejun Kang, Radio Free
Asia)

e The South Korean unification ministry, which overseas inter-Korean relations, described the
North’s decision to blow up roads on its side of the countries’ heavily armed border as
“abnormal” and a violation of bilateral agreements designed to lower tensions. (Justin
McCurry, The Guardian)

e South Korea's unification ministry on Tuesday "strongly" condemned North Korea's blowing
up of parts of inter-Korean roads as a clear violation of an inter-Korean agreement and a
"very abnormal” act. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

International:

e Russia said on Tuesday that a treaty it signed with North Korea earlier this year provides for
"strategic cooperation” in all areas, but declined to be drawn on how a mutual defense clause
in the agreement could be put into practice. (Reuters)

e A North Korean vessel known for skirting international sanctions has been loitering in waters
outside of Vladivostok for over two months, with experts raising concerns that its voyages
may be linked to the delivery of military cargo. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

e Vladimir Putin submitted his new military pact with North Korea to the Russian parliament
for ratification on Monday, pushing for formal acceptance of the mutual defense pact he
made with DPRK leader Kim Jong Un in June. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

e North Korea on Tuesday denounced Elizabeth Salmon, the U.N. special rapporteur for North
Korean human rights, for submitting a report on North Korea's human rights abuses to the
U.N. General Assembly, calling her a "puppet and top-class servant" of the United States.
(Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e A Russian court on Tuesday rejected an appeal by a South Korean citizen held on charges of
espionage against the extension of his pre-trial detention, ruling to keep him in custody until
at least Nov. 15. (Reuters)

e South Korea expressed concerns Tuesday after Russia began the ratification process for a
mutual defense treaty signed with North Korea in June that commits both countries to assist
each other in repelling external aggression. (Seo Ji-Eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)
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e Ukrainian President Zelenskiy accused North Korea of transferring personnel to Russia's
armed forces, saying his intelligence agencies briefed him on "the involvement of North
Korea in the war". White House National Security Council spokesperson Sean Savett said the
involvement of N.K. troops in Ukraine, if true, would mark a significant increase in the North
Korea-Russia defense relationship. (Reuters)

South Korea elected for the 6th time as a UN Human Rights Council member... ‘Actively
participating in efforts to promote human rights in North Korea.

https: //www.voakorea.com/a/7816695.html
An So-young, VOA Korea

South Korea will serve as a member of the UN Human Rights Council for a three-year term starting
next year. The South Korean government has revealed its ambition to actively participate in
discussions about major international human rights issues, including those related to North Korea.
This is An So-young reporting.

The UN General Assembly elected South Korea as a member state for the term from 2025 to 2027 in
the UN Human Rights Council member state election held at the UN Headquarters in New York on
the 9th.

[Transcription: UN General Assembly Chairman] “Number of votes obtained by each member state,
Thailand 177, Cyprus 167, Qatar 167, Republic of Korea 161, Marshall Island 1247

The Chairman of the UN General Assembly announced that among the six countries that applied for
the five vacant member state positions of the Asia-Pacific region on the Human Rights
Council—Thailand, Saudi Arabia, the Marshall Islands, South Korea, Cyprus, and Qatar—South Korea
received 161 votes from the 190 participating countries.

Thailand received the most votes with 177 votes, while Cyprus and Qatar each received 167 votes, and
the Marshall Islands received 124 votes.

These five countries, excluding Saudi Arabia, which received the fewest votes, have been elected to
the member state for a three-year term.

The UN Human Rights Council consists of a total of 47 member states, with 13 countries each from
the Asia-Pacific and Africa, 6 countries from Eastern Europe, 8 countries from South America, and 7
countries from Western Europe and others.

The UN Human Rights Council is an agency that discusses issues concerning the promotion of
human rights and fundamental freedoms in the international community, addresses matters of
human rights violations, and implements necessary recommendations.

South Korea's election as a member state is the sixth since the establishment of the UN Human
Rights Council in 2006.
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South Korea has served as a member state a total of five times, including during the periods of 2006
to 2008, 2009 to 2011, 2013 to 2015, 2016 to 2018, and 2020 to 2022.

In 2022, there was an attempt to run for the position of a member state, but it was unsuccessful.
“Active Participation in North Korean Human Rights Enhancement Efforts”

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Korea released a press release on that day, stating, 'Our
government will actively participate in discussions on major international human rights issues,
including the human rights situation in North Korea, as a member state of the Human Rights Council
for the next three years, and will strengthen its contributions and efforts to realize universal values
in the international community as a global pivotal state.

Greg Scarlatoiu, the President and CEO of The Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, a
non-governmental organization in Washington D.C., welcomed the election of South Korea to the
UN Human Rights Council as an encouraging event in a call with VOA on the 9th.

[Transcript: President and CEO Scarlatoiu] “The role of South Korea at the UN has been enhanced
and South Korea is increasingly playing a very positive and constructive role in human rights,
international security, humanitarian issues and many other important global issues.”

President and CEO Scarlatoiu stated that South Korea’s role in the UN has been strengthened, and
that in various major international issues, including human rights, international security, and
humanitarian issues, South Korea is playing an increasingly positive and constructive role.

At the same time, it was stated, 'Korea, as a prosperous and genuine democratic country, must
demonstrate its goodwill to promote international human rights, including those related to North
Korea. Meanwhile, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Korea will simultaneously serve as a
member state of three major UN bodies in 2025: the UN Security Council, the Economic and Social
Council, and the Human Rights Council.

This is An So-young reporting. VOA News.

Translated by Hannah Starnes, HRNK Research Intern; Edited by Saege Anzueto, HRNK Research Intern

Prepared by Saege Anzueto, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal news]etter archived and available here:

h-time-as-a-un-human-rights-council-member-actively-participating-in-efforts-for-human-rights-in-nk?e=%5BUNIQID %5

D

Wednesday, October 16th, 2024
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North Korea says 1.4 million youth enlist over drone outrage; S.
Korea province bans anti-North balloon launches in 11 ‘danger
zones'

In North Korea:

N. Korea's state media keeps mum about its explosion of inter-Korean roads (Yonhap, 10/16 /2024)
North Korea says 1.4 million youth enlist in army over South Korean drone outrage (UPI, 10/16,/2024)

In South Korea:

S, K closely’ . ibility of N. K i for Ukrai (Yonhap,
10/16,/2024)

South Korean province bans anti-North balloon launches in 11 ‘danger zones’ (NK News, 10/16,/2024)

International:
North Korea's new drones use a 'reverse-engineered copy' of Hellfire missiles from the MQ-9
R r, US Army general (Business Insider, 10/16/2024)

North Korean soldiers are training to fight for Russia, Ukraine says (NBC News, 10,/16/2024)

North Korean Troops Deserting Ukraine Frontline Days After Arrival: Report (Newsweek, 10,/16 /2024)
Russia formin rth Korean lion amid soldier shor . report (Radio Free Asia, 10,/16 /2024)
Russia pledges support to North Korea in case of conflict on the peninsula (NK News, 10/16 /2024)

S. Korea, U.S.. Japan condemn N. Korea for 'deliberate acts of creating tensions' (Yonhap,
10/16,/2024)

S. Korea, U.S., Japan launch multilateral mechanism to monitor N. Korean sanctions after Russia's

U.N. panel veto (Yonhap, 10,/16 /2024)
Trump suggests S10 billion price tag for US troops in South Korea (Radio Free Asia, 10,/16,/2024)

S. urges N. Korea 3 at ra onfl
(Yonhap, 10/16,/2024)
Unification Minister Kim to visit U.S. this week for N. Korean human rights talks (Yonhap,
10/16,/2024)
Zelenskiy says N.Korea is de facto taking part in war on Russia's side (Reuters, 10,/16/2024)

In North Korea:

e More than 1.4 million young people have volunteered to join or rejoin the North Korean army
in response to alleged drone incursions by South Korea, state-run media claimed
Wednesday. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

e North Korea's state media remained silent about its explosion of inter-Korean roads
connected to South Korea the previous day, a move seen as highlighting its commitment to
severing ties with South Korea. In August, North Korea cut off the Gyeongui and Donghae
railways. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

In South Korea:
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e South Korea's Gyeonggi Province has designated 11 areas across three cities and counties as
"danger zones," prohibiting the launch of balloons carrying anti-North Korea leaflets. The
move seeks to mitigate the probability of North Korea targeting those designated areas with
artillery units in response to such balloon launches. (Ifang Bremer, Joon Ha Park, NK News)

e The defense ministry said Wednesday it is "closely" monitoring for signs of North Korea
possibly sending troops to support Russia in its war against Ukraine, following media reports
of Russia forming a battalion of North Koreans. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

International:

e Russia is forming a special battalion consisting of up to 3,000 North Koreans to help push
Ukraine’s forces out of Kursk amid a manpower shortage on the front lines due to heavy
casualties. The North Koreans will form part of the “Special Buryat Battalion,” organized
within the 11th separate airborne assault brigade of the Russian Armed Forces. (Taejun Kang,
Radio Free Asia)

e Russia will come to North Korea's aid should conflict break out on the Korean Peninsula,
citing the two countries' new military pact. But one expert questioned the Kremlin's
commitment to Pyongyang amid escalating tensions. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

e Senior diplomats from South Korea, the United States and Japan strongly denounced North
Korea for deliberately escalating tensions on the Korean Peninsula, vowing to step up
three-way coordination in response to its provocations. (Kim Seung-yeon, Yonhap)

e Some 18 North Korean soldiers are believed to have deserted the Russian frontline, with
Kremlin fighters reportedly searching for them. The troops were deployed in Russia's Kursk
and Bryansk oblasts, about four miles from the border with Ukraine, when they deserted, the
public broadcasting company of Ukraine, Suspilne. (Jordan King, Newsweek)

e South Korea, the United States and Japan will establish a new joint mechanism with partner
countries to monitor U.N. sanctions on North Korea after Russia's veto ended the mandate of
the U.N. monitoring panel. (Kim Seung-yeon, Yonhap)

e The United States called on North Korea Tuesday to stop actions that would increase the
risk of conflict, after Pyongyang blew up roads linked to South Korea in a rancorous removal
of land routes once seen as a symbol of inter-Korean cooperation. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e The US military is closely watching a new North Korean drone that uses a
"reverse-engineered copy" of the Hellfire missile for the MQ-9 Reaper and RQ-4 Global
Hawk, a US Army general said on Tuesday. (Matthew Loh, Business Insider)

e U.S. Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump has reignited debate over defense
cost-sharing with South Korea, saying that if he were in the White House, Seoul would be
paying USSI0 billion a year to station U.S. Forces Korea, or USFK, in the country. (Taejun
Kang, Radio Free Asia)

e Ukrainian intelligence believes that North Korea has expanded its support for Russia’s war in
Ukraine from providing weapons to sending thousands of its own soldiers to fight for the
Kremlin. (Anastasiia Parafeniuk, Mithil Aggarwal, NBC News)

e Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy said on Wednesday that North Korea was a de
facto participant on Russia's side in its war against Ukraine. In a speech to parliament, the
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Ukrainian leader said his intelligence services had confirmed North Korea's supply to Russia
of both weapons and people. (Reuters)

e Unification Minister Kim Yung-ho will visit the United States this week to hold discussions
with officials from Washington and Tokyo regarding the human rights situation in North
Korea. (Kim Han-joo,Yonhap)

Thursday, October 17th, 2024

N.K. constitution ‘clearly' defines S. Korea as 'hostile' state

In North Korea:
N. Korea stops using ‘juche’ calendar in effort to reinforce Kim's leadership (Yonhap, 10/17/2024)

In South Korea:

S. Korean military not investigating alleged drone flights over Pyongyang (Yonhap, 10/17/2024)
South Korea halts investigations into defectors' money transfers to North Korea (NK News,

10/17/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

RUIING D

10/17224)

International:

New multinational body launched to monitor North Korea sanctions after UN panel dismantled
(Korea JoongAng Daily, 10/16 /2024)

hip link M w-Pyongyang arms tr. rs on Russian TV at DPRK port (NK News,
10/17/2024)

U.S. voices 'great concerns' after Russia kicks off ratification procedure for key treaty with N. Korea
(Yonhap, 10/17/2024)

Zelenskyy says N. Korea is preparing 10,000 troops to help Russia (Yonhap, 10,/17/2024)

In North Korea:
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North Korea has ceased using its "juche,' or self-reliance, calendar - a system of year
numbering symbolizing its late founder Kim Il-sung - in what appears to be the latest effort
to reinforce Kim Jong-un's position as the nation's sole leader. (Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

In South Korea:

South Korea's military said Thursday it is not investigating the alleged flight of South Korean
drones over North Korea's capital earlier this month, describing it as a matter to be clarified
by the North. (Chae Yun-Hwan, Yonhap)

South Korean police have stopped investigating North Korean escapees who send money
back to their families in the DPRK, a practice which had led to serious unrest among
defectors last year. Despite the announcement, several defectors still face prosecution for
transferring small sums of money to the North. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Inter-Korean Relations:

North Korea said Thursday its constitution clearly defines South Korea as a "hostile state,’
highly suggesting that Pyongyang has amended its constitution in line with leader Kim
Jong-un's order to codify the South as an enemy, not a partner for reconciliation and
unification. (Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

The ruling People Power Party slammed North Korea on Thursday for blowing up parts of its
roads and railways connected to South Korea, saying such actions underscore the need for a
firm defense posture. (Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

International:

A group of 11 countries officially launched a new intergovernmental body to monitor the
enforcement of Pyongyang-related sanctions in Seoul on Wednesday, following the
dismantlement of the UN Panel of Experts on North Korea in April due to Russia's veto. (Seo
Ji-eun, Korea Joongang Daily)

Russian state television may have unwittingly revealed evidence of continued military trade
between North Korea and Russia amid reports that the DPRK is not only supplying weapons
to aid Moscow's war effort in Ukraine, but also troops. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

A U.S. State Department spokesperson expressed "great concern" Wednesday over a
deepening military partnership between North Korea and Russia, after Moscow set in
motion a ratification process for a "comprehensive strategic partnership” treaty with North
Korea. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Thursday that North Korea is preparing to
send around 10,000 soldiers to Russia to support its war against Ukraine, calling the
development "a big problem." (Kim Eun-jung, Yonhap)

Prepared by Valerie Johnson, HRNK Research Intern
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Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Friday, October 18th, 2024

N. Korea sends around 10,000 soldiers to support Russia in
Ukraine war; S.K. to begin annual Hoguk defense exercise next
week

In South Korea:

ROK holds live-fire drill with Chunmoo MLRS designed to counter DPRK artillery (NK News,
10/18 /2024)

S. Korea to begin annual Hoguk defense exercise next week (Yonhap, 10/18 /2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
Kim Jong-un drills front-line troops, branding S. Korea as 'foreign, hostile' (The Korea Herald,
10/18,/2024)

Kl r's sister h mes from foreign media, not S. Korean military (Yonhap, 10/18 /2024)
North Korea's Kim Jong-un points to map of Seoul as he threatens to use "physical force' (Korea
JoongAng Daily, 10/18 /2024)

1 official calls Korean Peninsula unification 'moral" obligation (Yonhap, 10/18 /2024)
South Koreans are ‘legit enemy’ and ‘not kin! Kim Jong Un tells troops (NK News, 10/18 /2024)

International:
N. Korea decides to send around 10,000 soldiers to support Russia in Ukraine war: Seoul (Yonhap,
10/18/2024)

N. Korea participates in Ukraine war, decides to dispatch 12,000 soldiers: spy agency (Yonhap,

10/18,/2024)

N Korea to send troops to fight with Russia: Seoul (BBC News, 10,/18 /2024)

N.K. troop deployment to Russia grave development in int'l security landscape, Seoul-Moscow

relations (Yonhap, 10/18 /2024)

North Korea-China trade hits yearly high in September on strong imports (NK News, 10/18 /2024)

North Korea has deployed troops to assist Russia in war against Ukraine: Seoul (NK News,

10/18,/2024)

North Korea sends troops to support Russia in Ukraine war: NIS (The Korea Herald, 10,/18 /2024)
rth Korean tr have arrived in Russi fight Ukrain 1 (The Guardian, 10/18 /2024)

Russian military jet flies to Pyongyang amid reports of DPRK troops in Ukraine (NK News,
10/18,/2024)
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Seoul envoy calls for stronger defense industry cooperation, cautions against protectionism (Yonhap,
10/18,/2024)

South Korean intelligence says North has sent troops to aid Russia’'s war in Ukraine (AP News,
10/18 /2024)
Yoon holds emergency security meeting amid N. Korea's alleged troop deployment to Russia

(Yonhap, 10/18 /2024)

In South Korea:

South Korea conducted a live-fire exercise with a Chunmoo multiple launch rocket system,
designed to counter North Korea's long-range artillery, on Thursday evening, a move which
one expert says is likely a warning signal to Pyongyang amid rising security tensions of the
peninsula. (Joon Ha Park, NK News)

South Korea will kick off an annual large-scale military exercise next week amid heightened
cross-border tensions from recent North Korean military activities. The Hoguk exercise will
begin Sunday, for a nearly three-week run, in the wake of North Korea's explosions of
inter-Korean roads earlier this week and continued launches of balloons carrying trash
toward the South. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relations:

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un doubled down on the legitimacy of using offensive forces
against South Korea in the event of a contingency, drilling into front-line troops the notion
of South Korea as both a "foreign" and "hostile" country. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

The powerful sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un on Friday dismissed South Korea's
claim that North Korea's state media may have used a South Korean photo showing North
Korea's demolition of parts of inter-Korean roads. (Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un warned of “unhesitatingly” using physical force if the
South violates the North's sovereignty during his visit to the headquarters of the 2nd Corps
of the Korean People's Army, according to the regime's state-run Korean Central News
Agency on Friday. (Cho Jung-Woo, Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korea's point man on inter-Korean affairs described the unification of the Korean
Peninsula as a "moral" obligation on Thursday as North Korea has shunned the idea of
unification and defined the South as a "hostile" state in its constitution. (Song Sang-ho,
Yonhap)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un told his troops that South Koreans are “not fellow
countrymen” but a “legitimate” target that they shouldn’t hesitate to attack, according to
state media on Friday. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

International:

South Korea's spy agency on Friday confirmed that North Korea has decided to send around
10,000 troops to support Russia in its war against Ukraine and has already begun
deployment. (Chang Dong-woo, Yonhap)

701


https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241017009851315
https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-russia-ukraine-war-troops-south-spy-9cd563c5570f68e9b314976009682810
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241018006500315?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2024/10/rok-holds-live-fire-drill-with-chunmoo-mlrs-designed-to-counter-dprk-artillery/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241018002200315?section=national/defense
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20241018050477&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241018001700315?section=nk/nk
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-10-18/national/northKorea/North-Koreas-Kim-Jongun-points-to-map-of-Seoul-as-he-threatens-to-use-physical-force/2158229
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241018000200315?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2024/10/south-koreans-are-legit-enemy-and-not-kin-kim-jong-un-tells-troops/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241018006856315?section=nk/nk

South Korea's spy agency said Friday it believes North Korea has decided to send large-scale
troops to support Russia in its war against Ukraine and has already begun deployment. The
National Intelligence Service said it has learned that the North has recently decided to send
four brigades of 12,000 soldiers, including special forces, to the war in Ukraine. (Yi Wonju,
Yonhap)

North Korea has started sending troops to fight with Russia in Ukraine, South Korea's spy
agency has said as Seoul warned of a "grave security threat". The allegation comes a day after
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said he believed 10,000 North Korean soldiers
could join the war. (Kelly Ng, BBC News)

North Korea's large-scale provision of troops to Russia in its war against Ukraine is seen as a
grave development that could further destabilize the global security landscape marred by
conflicts, as well as a blow to the fragile diplomatic ties between Seoul and Moscow. (Yi
Wonju, Yonhap)

North Korea's trade with China hit a record high for this year in September, driven by an
uptick in imports, although trade levels remained lower than in the same month last year
and prior to the pandemic. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

North Korea has deployed troops to assist Russian forces in Ukraine, the ROK presidential
office confirmed on Friday, with Seoul’s spy agency revealing that Russian naval vessels were
used to transport DPRK special forces to the frontline early this month. (Anton Sokolin, NK
News)

North Korea has dispatched special forces to support Russia in its war against Ukraine, with
the first batch already having arrived in Russia and a second group of North Korean troops
expected to follow soon, South Korea's intelligence agency claimed on Friday. (Ji Da-gyum,
The Korea Herald)

In a statement on its website, the NIS said that Russian navy ships transferred 1,500 North
Korean special operation forces to the port city of Vladivostok, “The North Korean soldiers ...
are expected to be deployed to the frontlines as soon as they complete their adaptation
training,’ the agency said, adding that more North Korean troops are expected to be sent to
Russia soon. (Pjotr Sauer, The Guardian)

A Russian military jet flew directly from Moscow to Pyongyang on Thursday amid reports
that North Korea is sending troops to support Russia in Ukraine. The same plane last
traveled to the DPRK’s capital last month from Russia’s Far East. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)
Seoul's top envoy to Washington cautioned against economic "protectionism" as he
highlighted the need to address barriers that preclude full defense industrial cooperation
between South Korea and the United States. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

South Korea’'s spy agency said Friday that North Korea has dispatched troops to support
Russia’s war against Ukraine. If confirmed, the move would bring a third country into the war
and intensify a standoff between North Korea and the West. (Hyung-Jin Kim, Kim
Tong-Hyung, AP News)

President Yoon Suk Yeol convened an emergency security meeting involving senior officials
from the National Security Council, the Ministry of National Defense and the NIS to discuss
the latest developments regarding North Korean troops' participation in Russia's conflict
with Ukraine. (Kim Eun-jung, Yonhap)
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Prepared by Gabrielle Drinkwine, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20250724070458 /https: //mailchi.mp /hrnk.org /hrnk-news-items-n-korea-sends-around-100
00-soldiers-to-support-russia-in-ukraine-war-sk-to-begin-annual-hoguk-defense-exercise-next-week?e=%5BUNIQID%5D

Saturday, October 19th, 2024

Video published by Ukraine purports to show North Korean
soldiers in Russia

In North Korea:

) (Reuters,
10/19,/2024)
International:
North Korean troops seen being equipped in Russia ahead of likely deployment to Ukraine (CNN,
10/19/2024)
Vi lish kraine purpor how North Korean soldiers in Russia (AP News, 10/19,/2024)

In North Korea:

e North Korea said it had discovered the remains of a crashed South Korean military drone,
suggesting it was on a propaganda mission in the latest confrontation between the two
involving cross-border flying objects. (Heekyong Yang, Josh Smith, Ju-min Park, Hyunjoo Jin,
Reuters)

International:

e In a video shared with CNN by Ukrainian government organization, the Ukrainian Center for
Strategic Communication and Information Security, a long line of soldiers can be seen
queuing up to receive their uniforms. The soldiers are thought to be speaking in Korean
although the low quality audio prevented their discussions from being fully understood.
(Isaac Yee, Victoria Butenko, Niamh Kennedy, CNN)

e A video showing North Korean recruits receiving Russian military gear is meant to intimidate
Ukrainian forces and signals a new phase in the war, with North Korea entering the conflict,
according to Ukrainian officials. (Samya Kullab, AP News)

Prepared by Diana Darae Woo, HRNK Research Intern
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Orlglnal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, October 20th, 2024

North Korean troops seen being equipped in Russia ahead of
likely deployment to Ukraine

In North Korea:

N. Korea accuses U.N. chief of 'double standards' over inter-Korean road explosion (Yonhap,
10/20/2024)

N. Korea warns countries joining U.S.-led sanctions monitoring team will pay 'dear price' (Yonhap,
10/20,/2024)

In South Korea:

S. Korea faces dilemma of providing lethal weapons to Ukraine (The Korea Times, 10,/20,/2024)

S. Korean satellite captures image of N. Korean troop movement to Russia: source (Yonhap,
10/20/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
N. Korea sends about 20 trash balloons toward S. Korea: JCS (Yonhap, 10/20/2024)

North Korea claims discovering remains of drone sent from South Korea in Pyongyang (Yonhap,
10/19/2024)
Ruling party condemns N. Korea's decision to send troops to Russia (Yonhap, 10/20,/2024)

International:

Evidence shows North Korea deploying troops to support Russia in Ukraine war (The Korea Times,
10,/20,/2024)

10/20/ 2024)
Russia prepares Korean-language questionnaire for N. Korean soldiers: CNN (Yonhap, 10/20,/2024)

South Korea, NATO consider responses to North's soldiers in Russia (Korea JoongAng Daily,

10/20/2024)
Ukraine says North Korean troop involvement is 'huge' escalation risk (Reuters, 10,/19/2024)

Xi expresses willingness to promote regional, global peace in message to N.K. leader (Yonhap,
10/20,/2024)

In North Korea:
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North Korea accused U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres of "double standards," saying
he urged Pyongyang to exercise restraint following its destruction of inter-Korean roads
while remaining silent about South Korea's alleged drone infiltration into the North. (Kim
Eun-jung, Yonhap)

North Korea's top diplomat has criticized a new multilateral sanctions monitoring team led
by the United States as "unlawful and illegitimate" and warned the participating countries
will "pay a dear price." (Kim Eun-jung, Yonhap)

In South Korea:

North Korea's troop deployment backing Russia heightens security threats in Northeast Asia.
South Korea is facing a dilemma over whether to provide lethal weapons to Ukraine,
following confirmation that North Korea has deployed troops to support Russia. (Anna J.
Park, The Korea Times)

One of the three pictures that South Korea's intelligence agency disclosed as evidence of
North Korea's troop deployment to Russia was captured by a satellite that the South has
been operating. (Kim Eun-jung, Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relations:

North Korea has floated about 20 balloons carrying trash toward South Korea since Saturday
night, and some 10 objects from the balloons were found in the border county of Cheorwon.
(Kim Eun-jung, Yonhap)

North Korea claimed Saturday it has discovered remains of at least one drone sent from
South Korea, describing it as the same type displayed on the South's Armed Forces Day in
Seoul earlier this month. South Korean Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun said that he could
not confirm the North's allegations. (Lee Minji, Yonhap)

The ruling People Power Party on Sunday strongly denounced North Korea's decision to
send troops to Russia to support its war in Ukraine and vowed to push for a parliamentary
resolution opposing the move. (Kim Eun-jung, Yonhap)

International:

Video footage and documents revealed recent claims that North Korea has been deploying
its troops to assist Russia in the ongoing war against Ukraine. This evidence follows
confirmation from South Korea's spy agency on Friday that North Korea has decided to send
around 10,000 troops. (Kim Hyun-bin, The Korea Times)

North Korean soldiers have been filmed receiving uniforms and equipment at a training

ground in Russia’s far east, appearing to confirm reports from South Korea’s National
Intelligence Service that 1,500 soldiers have been shipped over for military training to be
deployed in Ukraine. (Isaac Yee, Victoria Butenko, Niamh Kennedy, CNN)
Russia appears to have prepared a Korean-language questionnaire to facilitate the
distribution of military equipment to North Korean soldiers deployed in its territory, CNN
reported. The questionnaire, provided by the Ukrainian Center for Strategic Communication
and Information Security, is seen as further evidence that North Korean troops may be
joining Russian forces in the conflict in Ukraine. (Kim Eun-jung, Yonhap)
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e The deployment of North Koreans to assist Russia at the frontlines of its war in Ukraine has
sent NATO scrambling to formulate a response as Kyiv called the presence of Pyongyang's
soldiers a “huge escalation risk” over the weekend. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e The involvement of North Korean troops in the Russian invasion of Ukraine would be a
"huge" escalation risk, Ukraine's foreign minister told a joint press conference alongside his
French counterpart in Kyiv on Saturday. (Reuters)

e Chinese President Xi Jinping has sent a message to North Korean leader Kim Jong-un,
expressing a willingness to move relations between the two countries further forward and to
promote regional and global peace, Pyongyang's state media reported Sunday. (Yonhap)

Monday, October 21st, 2024

U.S. Department of State: 'North Korean human rights situation is
deplorable...will increase the flow of information.’

Top News:

U.S. Department of State: 'North Korean human rights situation is deplorable...will increase the flow
of information. (VOA, 10/15/2024)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom of the email.

International:
As North Kor nds tr kraine war l reach ATO (Nikkei Asia, 10/21/2024)

Lloyd Austin visits Ukraine as Zelenskyy warns of 'clear’ North Korea threat (ABC News, 10/21/2024)
New video appears to show North Korean soldiers receiving uniforms in Russia (NK News,
10/21/2024)

North Korea warned its overseas companies to check for fake dollar bills (RFA, 10/21/2024)

Russia to Send North Korean Deserters Into Ukraine 'Meat Assault': Report (Newsweek, 10/21/2024)
Seoul wants N Korean troops to leave Russia immediately (BBC, 10,/21,/2024)

] weighing ‘various’ r n rth Kor nding tr kraine (NK News, 10/21/2024)
South Korea calls for immediate withdrawal of North Korean troops allegedly in Russia (AP News,
10/21/2024)

South Korea summons Russian envoy to protest North Korea troop dispatch (Reuters, 10/21,/2024)
What we know about North Korean troops joining Russia’s war in Ukraine (Reuters, 10,/21/2024)
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Zelensky calls for 'strong response’ from allies to North Korean involvement in Ukraine war (UPI,
10/21/2024)

Top News:

The U.S. government dismissed North Korea's claim that U.S. hostility impedes North Korean
human rights progress, emphasizing that North Korea's poor human rights record is
inseparably linked to global peace and security. North Korea continues to argue that
international sanctions and pressure are the main obstacles to its development, a stance
criticized by experts as misleading and contradictory. (An Junho, YOA)

International:

South Korean President Yoon Seok-yeol said Monday that Seoul will step up
information-sharing with NATO in response to North Korea sending soldiers to Ukraine to
fight alongside Russian forces. (Junnosuke Kobara, Nikkei Asia)

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin arrived in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Monday morning for his third
visit to the country since Russia's full-scale invasion began in 2022. (David Brennan, ABC
News)

Experts say footage released by Ukraine shows soldiers speaking in northern dialect and was
likely filmed in Far East. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

North Korea warned its overseas enterprises to prevent U.S. dollar counterfeiting, as the
funds are used for "loyalty payments" to Pyongyang, according to a document obtained by
Radio Free Asia. (Mok Yongjae, REA)

North Korean soldiers who had been enlisted to fight for Vladimir Putin, but deserted when
they were on the front line may be deployed in assault operations against Ukrainian troops.
(Brendan Cole, Newsweek)

South Korea has summoned the Russian ambassador, seeking the "immediate withdrawal" of
North Korean troops which it says are being trained to fight in Ukraine. (Kelly Ng, BBC)
Defense ministry declines to state whether ROK will provide lethal aid to Kyiv amid
questions about extent of deployment. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

South Korea demanded the immediate withdrawal of North Korean troops allegedly in Russia
and summoned the Russian ambassador to protest growing military ties between Pyongyang
and Moscow. (Hyung-jin Kim, AP News)

South Korea's first vice foreign minister Kim Hong-kyun called in Russian ambassador
Georgy Zinoviev and urged the immediate withdrawal of North Korean soldiers from Russia,
the ministry said in a statement.(Hyunsu Yim, Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskiy accused North Korea on Thursday of deploying
officers alongside Russia and preparing to send 10,000 soldiers to help Moscow's war effort.
(Josh Smith, Ju-min Park, Reuters)

"We have clear evidence that people are being supplied to Russia from North Korea, and
these are not just workers for industries, but also military personnel, Zelensky said in a
video address on Sunday evening. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)
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U.S. Department of State: 'North Korean human rights situation is deplorable...will increase the
flow of information.

An Junho, VOA
10/15/2024

The U.S. government dismissed North Korea's criticism that the U.S. hostile policy is an obstacle to
the promotion of North Korean human rights. It was also emphasized that North Korean human
rights are inseparably linked to global peace and security.

This is An Junho reporting.

On the 14th, the U.S. Department of State stated that 'North Korea is one of the most oppressive
authoritarian countries in the world' and declared that 'the human rights situation in North Korea is
deplorable!

In response to VOA's request for comment regarding North Korea's recent criticism of the United
States in the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) national report submitted to the UN Human Rights
Council, the U.S. Department of State spokesperson said, 'The United States is doing its utmost to
place human rights at the center of its foreign policy.

[U.S. Department of State spokesperson]: “The United States is committed to placing human rights
at the center of our foreign policy. The DPRK is among the most repressive authoritarian states in
the world. Its human rights situation is deplorable”

The spokesperson went on to emphasize that, “North Korea's human rights record is inseparably
linked to international peace and security”

Furthermore, the spokesperson stated, “For decades, the United States has supported efforts to
promote and improve the human rights and dignity of the North Korean people, including the most
vulnerable groups, and to hold accountable those most responsible for North Korea's horrific human
rights record”

[U.S. Department of State spokesperson]: “The DPRK human rights record is inextricably linked to
international peace and security. For decades the United States has championed efforts to promote
and improve respect for the human rights and dignity of North Koreans, including members of the
most vulnerable populations, and to promote accountability for those most responsible for the
DPRK’s egregious human rights record”

The spokesperson continued, “We will continue to work with the international community to raise
awareness of North Korean human rights issues, document human rights violations and abuses,
respond to North Korea's transnational repression, increase the flow of independent information in
and out of North Korea, and urge accountability for human rights violations and abuses in North
Korea”

The spokesperson went on to state, “The United States reiterates its willingness to resume dialogue
with North Korea without preconditions on all issues, including human rights”

[U.S. Department of State spokesperson]: “We continue to work with the international community
to raise awareness of DPRK human rights issues; document violations and abuses; counter DPRK
transnational repression; increase the flow of independent information into, through, and out of the
DPRK; and promote accountability for the DPRK’s human rights violations and abuses. The United
States reiterates its willingness to resume dialogue with the DPRK, without preconditions, on any
issue, including human rights.”
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In the national report submitted to the UN Human Rights Council for the Universal Periodic Review
(UPR) on the 9th, North Korea claimed that it had achieved 'notable successes in efforts to create
conditions where residents can fully enjoy their rights in all areas, including politics, economy, and
culture.!

The UPR is a system in which the human rights situations and implementation of recommendations
of the 193 UN member states are reviewed every four or four and a half years on a rotating basis.

North Korea underwent its third UPR in 2019 and is scheduled for its fourth UPR this coming
November.

Ahead of its fourth UPR, North Korea submitted a national report detailing the results of its
implementation of recommendations and its future plans, claiming that the hostile policies of
'hostile forces' such as the United States, South Korea, and Japan are challenges to the improvement
of human rights in North Korea.

In the report, North Korea claimed that 'the continued actions of isolation, oppression, military
threats, blockades, and pressure carried out by hostile forces are the most serious challenges and
greatest obstacles to the sovereignty and development interests of North Korea, as well as to the
people's right to a peaceful life.

It further claimed that, “the United States has persistently pursued a hostile policy toward North
Korea and is making desperate attempts to overthrow the socialist system, adding that, “other
hostile forces such as Japan and South Korea are also participating in these efforts” It also argued
that 'as a result of the conspiracies of the United States, the European Union (EU), Japan, South
Korea, and other hostile forces, the anti-North Korea ‘human rights resolutions’ forcibly adopted at
the UN General Assembly and the Human Rights Council every year since 2003 are the most hostile
and politicized means to damage our country’s image and overthrow socialism, adding that 'this
creates serious obstacles to North Korea’s efforts and commitment to ensuring the enjoyment of
human rights by its people and to fostering international cooperation.

North Korean human rights experts criticized these claims by North Korea as absurd.

Greg Scarlatoiu, President and CEO of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK), a
Washington-based NGO, said in a phone interview with VOA on the 14th, "The Kim family regime has
the worst human rights record in the world, yet they claim to be a paradise of human rights and
justice.

He also pointed out, “North Korea claims that all the research and investigations conducted by
NGOs, civil society organizations, or democratic governments are merely part of a U.S. conspiracy,’
adding, “This is an absurd claim, as there is no such thing as human rights protection in North
Korea”

[Recording: President and CEO Scarlatoiu]: “This is a very common pattern as far as the North
Korean regime is concerned. While the Kim family regime has one of the worst human rights
records in the world they claim to be a paradise of human rights and justice. They claim that all of
this research and investigation by non governmental organizations, civil society organizations,
democratic governments, it's nothing but a conspiracy by the United States. A US conspiracy, this is
nonsense. There is no such thing as human rights compliance in North Korea”

President and CEO Scarlatoiu also commented on the forced repatriation of hundreds of North
Korean defectors by the Chinese government in the border region shortly after the closing
ceremony of the Hangzhou Asian Games on October 9 last year, saying, “We have thoroughly
documented this issue (forced repatriation, etc.) for decades,” and added, “When defectors are
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arrested and forcibly repatriated, they endure harsh interrogations, torture, beatings, and
imprisonment.

He continued, “The barbaric practices, such as forced abortions and infanticide inflicted on women
who became pregnant by Chinese men, have been thoroughly documented”

Regarding the fourth UPR scheduled for November, he pointed out, “Before North Korea makes
general claims that the human rights situation has improved, it needs to revisit the
recommendations made in the 2019 UPR”

During the third UPR in 2019, North Korea accepted the Irish government's recommendation to
allow humanitarian access to detention facilities, and it is necessary to check whether this has been
properly implemented.

In its UPR response at the time, North Korea rejected 63 out of 262 recommendations made by the
international community, and stated that it would accept and implement 132 out of the 199
recommendations it agreed to, but so far, no clear signs of improvement have been reported.

This is reporter An Junho.

Translated by Hannah Starnes, HRNK Research Intern; Edited by Saege Anzueto, HRNK Research Intern

Prepared by Diana Darae Woo, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: .archive. 20250724071143 /https:

Tuesday, October 22nd, 2024

North Korea denies it has deployed troops to support Russia’s
war in Ukraine

In North Korea:

Kim Jong Un calls out problems rebuilding flood-hit villages near weapons plants (NK News,
10/22/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
76 North Korean escapees arrive in South Korea in third quarter (NK News, 10/22 /2024)

International:

Kim Yo Jong threatens ‘fatal’ retaliation against Seoul, while slamming Ukraine (NK News,
10/22/2024)

(NK News, 10,/22,/2024)

710


https://web.archive.org/web/20250724071143/https://mailchi.mp/hrnk.org/hrnk-news-items-us-department-of-state-north-korean-human-rights-situation-is-deplorablewill-increase-the-flow-of-information?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://web.archive.org/web/20250724071143/https://mailchi.mp/hrnk.org/hrnk-news-items-us-department-of-state-north-korean-human-rights-situation-is-deplorablewill-increase-the-flow-of-information?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.nknews.org/2024/10/kim-jong-un-calls-out-problems-rebuilding-flood-hit-villages-near-weapons-plants/
https://www.nknews.org/2024/10/76-north-korean-escapees-arrive-in-south-korea-in-third-quarter/
https://www.nknews.org/2024/10/kim-yo-jong-threatens-fatal-retaliation-against-seoul-while-slamming-ukraine/
https://www.nknews.org/2024/10/north-korea-denies-it-has-deployed-troops-to-support-russias-war-in-ukraine/

North Korea denies sending troops to Ukraine amid international condemnation (UPI, 10/22/2024)
Russia's friendship with North Korea may hav kfired (Business Insider, 10/22 /2024)

Seoul could send weapons to Ukraine to counter North Korea's troop deployments (RFA,
10/22/2024)

Seoul warns it could arm Ukraine to counter North Korean troop deployment (NK News,
10/22/2024)

South Korea may consider supplying weapons to Ukraine over North Korea-Russia ties (Reuters,
10/22/2024)

QU
10/22/2024)
South Korea threatens to send arms, personnel to Ukraine (VOA, 10/22 /2024)

South Korea warns it can send arms to Ukraine after reports of North's troops in Russia (AP News,
10/22/2024)

Untested North Korean Pilots Could Fly Russian Warplanes in Ukraine: Report (Newsweek,
10/22/2024)

US consults allies about North Korea troops in Ukraine (Reuters, 10/21/2024)

ia (The Guardian,

In North Korea:

e Kim Jong Un visited the site of this summer’s devastating floods in the northern Jagang
Province for the first time on Monday, where he called out problems with constructing new
homes and extended his completion deadline. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e Numbers remain far below pre-COVID levels but include rare direct defections over
inter-Korean border. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

International:

e The North Korean leader’s influential sister threatened “terrible and fatal” retaliation against
Seoul on Tuesday, following South Korea and Ukraine’s recent allegations that Pyongyang
has dispatched troops to support Russia’s invasion. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e DPRK representative tells UN claims are ‘groundless’ as Seoul calls deployment an ‘attack’ on
UN sanctions regime. ((Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e A North Korean representative to the United Nations denied reports that Pyongyang had
dispatched thousands of troops to aid Russia in its war against Ukraine, calling the claims
"groundless" amid a growing international outcry. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

e In response to Russia's strengthened relationship with North Korea, South Korea is
threatening to arm Ukraine in its battle against the Russian invasion. (Tom Porter, Business
Insider)

e South Korea vowed 'phased measures' to counter Russian-North Korean military
cooperation. (Taejun Kang, REA)

e Remarks by top official come amid reports that ROK is considering sending team to Ukraine
to monitor DPRK soldiers. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)
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South Korea may consider directly supplying weapons to Ukraine as part of measures to
counter military ties between North Korea and Russia, officials said on Tuesday, after
accusing Pyongyang of sending troops to fight for Russia in Ukraine. (Hyunsu Yim, Reuters)
Seoul signals its most proactive position towards arming Ukraine to date. (Pjotr Sauer, The
Guardian)

In a statement, South Korea's National Security Council called for the “immediate
withdrawal” of North Korean troops from Russia and pledged unspecified “phased
countermeasures.” (William Gallo, VOA)

Possible steps include diplomatic, economic and military options, and South Korea could
consider sending both defensive and offensive weapons to Ukraine, a senior South Korean
presidential official told reporters on condition of anonymity in a background briefing.
(Hyung-jin Kim, AP News)

A South Korean official reported that North Korea sent fighter pilots to Vladivostok last
month, with its ground troops deploying on October 8, according to TV Chosun. (Ryan Chan,
Newsweek)

"We are consulting with our allies and partners on the implications of such a dramatic move,’'
deputy U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Robert Wood told the 15-member United Nations
Security Council. (Michelle Nichols, Reuters)

Prepared by Diana Darae Woo, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

deploved-troops-to-support-russias-war-in- ukralne?e—%SBUNI ID%5D

Wednesday, October 23rd, 2024

HRNK Announces Appointment of Greg Scarlatoiu as President

and CEO; North Korea's support puts Putin in its debt

(HRNK, 10/23,/2024)

In North Korea:

Kim Jong Un makes first public visit to ICBM base, calls for modernization (NK News, 10/23/2024)
Kim Jong Un visits missile bases, calls for nuclear deterrence against U.S. threat (UPI, 10/23/2024)
N. Korean leader urges bolstering war deterrence, citing U.S. nuclear threats (Yonhap, 10/23/2024)

North Korea's Kim makes first public visit to ICBM base amid Ukraine deployment, U.S. election
(Korea JoongAng Daily, 10/23 /2024)

Skadoosh! North Korean school uses ‘Kung Fu Panda’ to teach kids English (NK News, 10/23 /2024)
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International:

NIS says some 3,000 North Korean soldiers deployed for Russia (The Korea Herald, 10/23/2024)
K.1 r's sister Kor kraine of provocation, likens them to ' I h

U.S! (Yonhap, 10/22/2024)

N. Korea so far sent 3,000 soldiers to Russia; total 10,000 to be dispatched by Dec. (Yonhap,

10/23/2024)

N. Korea's support puts Putin in its debt (The Korea Herald, 10/23 /2024)

North Korea has sent 7K containers of weapons to Russia in last 2 months (NK News, 10/23/2024)

North Korea preparing to send 12K troops to fight against Ukraine, Zelensky says (NK News,

10/23,/2024)

Russian government jet linked to Kremlin lands in North Korea (NK News, 10/23/2024)

Russia pays North Korean soldiers about $2,000 a month (RFA, 10/23/2024)

U, dispel - flitt] d NS K intel NK i b to Russi

(Yonhap, 10/23 /2024)

Top News:

e The board of directors of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK) today
announced the appointment of Greg Scarlatoiu as the first President and CEO of the
organization. The move was made possible by a revision in the organization’s bylaws, which

was unanimously approved by the board. (HRNK)

In North Korea:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un publicly visited an intercontinental ballistic missile base
for the first time and called for modernization to improve quick launch capabilities,
according to state media on Wednesday, signaling that the DPRK has deployed its newest

long-range weapons targeting the U.S. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un inspected strategic missile bases and called for bolstering
nuclear deterrence against the "ever-increasing threat" posed by the United States,

state-run media reported Wednesday. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has once again called for enhancing the country's war

deterrence, including the readiness of its nuclear capabilities, in response to what he
described as growing nuclear threats from the United States, state media said Wednesday.

(Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un made his first public visit to "strategic missile bases" and
inspected long-range missiles capable of reaching the United States, the North's state media
reported Wednesday, signaling defiance just two weeks before the U.S. presidential election.

(Seo Ji-eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e A North Korean elementary school has used the Hollywood blockbuster animation “Kung Fu
Panda” to teach English to young students despite the Kim regime’s escalating crackdown on

the consumption of foreign media. (Seung-Yeon Chung, NK News)

International:
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The South Korean spy agency believes up to 10,000 members of North Korean forces could
be deployed in Russia’s war on Ukraine by December, according to vice chairs of the National
Assembly intelligence committee on Wednesday. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

The powerful sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un slammed South Korea and Ukraine
on Tuesday for what she claimed was a military provocation against Pyongyang, likening the
two countries to "bad dogs bred by the U.S"" (Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

Around 3,000 North Korean soldiers were believed to have been sent to Russia so far to
support its ongoing war with Ukraine, with a total of 10,000 expected to be deployed by
December. (Oh Seok-min, Yonhap)

North Korea's dispatch of personnel to support Russia's invasion of Ukraine -- even if their
military involvement is limited or indirect -- could put Russian President Vladimir Putin in
Pyongyang's debt. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

North Korea has shipped an additional 7,000 containers of suspected weapons to Russia over
the last two months, according to the latest South Korean estimate, bringing the total
number of containers sent to support Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine to 20,000. (Jeongmin
Kim, NK News)

North Korea is preparing some 12,000 soldiers to fight for Russia on the front lines against
Ukraine, according to President Volodymyr Zelensky, with some units reportedly expected to
arrive as early as Wednesday. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

A Russian government jet landed in North Korea on Wednesday, aviation data shows, the

latest evidence of continuing cooperation between the two countries amid reports that
Pyongyang is sending troops to support Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. (Anton Sokolin, NK
News)

Russia will pay North Korean troops about USS2,000 per month each as the United States
announced there was evidence that the troops were in Russia. South Korea’s National
Intelligence Service said that more than 3,000 North Korean troops had been sent to Russia,
with the total expected to reach 10,000 by December. (Taejun Kang, REA)

A State Department spokesperson on Tuesday rejected the notion of the United States
having a lack of confidence in South Korea's intelligence confirming North Korea's troop
dispatch to support Russia's war against Ukraine, as a cautious Washington has yet to
confirm it. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

Prepared by Kate Refolo, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

WED.ArCNIVE.Org /WeED

Thursday, October 24th, 2024
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PRESS RELEASE - HRNK Announces Appointment of Greg
Scarlatoiu as President and CEO; US confirms NK sent 3K troops
to Russia

Top News:

PRESS RELEASFE - HRNK Announces Appointment of Greg Scarlatoiu as President and CEQ (HRNK,
10/23/2024)

In South Korea:
1l (NK News,

10/24 /2024 |

South Korea warns it may send Ukraine weapons after North Korea sent troops to Russia (NPR,
10/24,/2024)

In North Korea:

N. Korea launches around 20 leaflet-carrying balloons toward S. Korea (Yonhap, 10/24 /2024)

International:

At least 3,000 N. Korean troops sent to eastern Russia this month: White House official (Yonhap,
10/24,/2024)

E mmends militar ion exchanges with Kor national Armed Forces D lebration

(Korea JoongAng Daily, 10/24 /2024)

More Western tech found in North Korean missile used in strike on Ukraine (NK News, 10/24 /2024)
North Korea sending young conscripts to Ukraine as cannon fodder, sa outh (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 10/24 /2024)
Russia's parliament ratifies bilateral treaty with N. Korea (Yonhap, 10/24 /2024)

Seoul’s security stakes high in U.S. race as fate of alliance hangs in balance (Korea JoongAng Daily,
10/23,/2024)

South Korea, U.S. begin combined large-scale air exercise (Korea JoongAng Daily, 10/24 /2024)
Ukraine urges North Korean soldiers to surrender, offers food, shelter (RFA, 10/24 /2024)

US says North Korea has sent 3K troops to Russia, confirming allies’ claims (NK News, 10/24/2024)
U.S. Says North Korean Troops Are in Russia to Aid Fight Against Ukraine (New York Times,
10/24/2024)

Yoon says S. Korea could consider sending arms to Ukraine depending on N.K.-Russia military ties
(Yonhap, 10/24 /2024)

Top News:

e The board of directors of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK) today
announced the appointment of Greg Scarlatoiu as the first President and CEO of the
organization. The move was made possible by a revision in the organization's bylaws, which
was unanimously approved by the board. (HRNK)
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In South Korea:

North Korea used balloons to scatter "anti- South Korea leaflets" across Seoul on Thursday,
authorities say, marking the first time the DPRK is known to have sent leaflet propaganda
over the border in years. (Joon Ha Park, NK News)

South Korea’s president vowed on Thursday to respond to North Korea’s deployment of
troops to Russia, including by potentially supplying offensive weapons to Ukraine. (Anthony
Kuhn, NPR)

In North Korea:

North Korea is building unidentified structures on an eastern inter-Korean road that it blew
up last week, a source said Thursday, amid heightened cross-border tensions over the
North's border activities. (Yonhap)

North Korea launched about 20 balloons carrying propaganda leaflets criticizing President
Yoon Suk Yeol toward South Korea early Thursday, the South's military said, in the
resumption of its balloon campaign after a five-day hiatus. (Lee Minji, Yonhap)

International:

North Korea sent at least 3,000 troops to eastern Russia earlier this month, a White House
official confirmed Wednesday. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

The Defense Attaché Office of the Embassy of Egypt in Seoul hosted the 51st anniversary
reception of Egyptian Armed Forces Day on Tuesday, commemorating the Egyptian Army’s
achievements and promising to continue its efforts to protect and preserve national assets
domestically and overseas. (Lim Jeong-won, Korea JoongAng Daily)

North Korea sourced multiple Western components for a ballistic missile that Russia used in
a strike against Ukraine in September, according to new analysis by Kyiv-based investigators,
further confirming Pyongyang's success in evading sanctions to acquire parts for its
weapons programs. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

Most of the North Korean troops deployed to the Russia-Ukraine war are inexperienced
conscripts in their teens and early twenties, according to South Korean military authorities
Thursday. (Seo Ji-eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The lower house of Russia's parliament on Thursday ratified the bilateral treaty with North
Korea that calls for mutual commitment to providing military assistance to each other in the
event of an armed attack, Russian media reported. (Kim Seung-yeon, Yonhap)

The South Korean government and people have been closely following the U.S. presidential
election and its potential consequences for heightened geopolitical tensions, especially as
North Korea increasingly flexes its nuclear capabilities and draws closer to Russia. (Sarah
Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korea and the United States kicked off a combined large-scale air exercise earlier this
week, the South's Air Force said Thursday, amid joint efforts to bolster readiness against

North Korean threats. (Korea JoongAng Daily)
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e Ukraine urged North Korean soldiers arriving in Russia to surrender, offering them food and
shelter, as the United States and NATO confirmed for the first time they have evidence of
North Koreans deployed to Russia. (Taejun Kang, REA)

e North Korea dispatched thousands of troops to Russia earlier this month, the U.S.
announced on Wednesday, confirming the deployment for the first time amid concerns that
the soldiers will support Moscow's invasion of Ukraine. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

e Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III called the situation “very, very serious,” though he said
that what the soldiers were doing in Russia was “left to be seen” (Eric Schmidt et al., New
York Times)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol said Thursday that South Korea could consider providing arms to
Ukraine, depending on the extent of military cooperation between Russia and North Korea,
vowing not to "sit idle" in response to Pyongyang's troop dispatch to Russia. (Kim Eun-jung,

Yonhap)

Friday, October 25th, 2024

North Korea says any deployment to aid Russia would be lawful;
Pyongyang erects blockades along inter-Korean railways

In North Korea:

N. Korea's parliament adopts new law on national anthem (Yonhap, 10/25/2024)

North Korea adopts new law on anthem as unification symbol purge continues (NK News,
10/25/2024)

North Korean hackers create fake version of NFT tank game to steal crypto (NK News, 10/25/2024)
What to Know About North Korea’s Military Capabilities (The New York Times, 10/24 /2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

rth Kor ildin ner llon rn inter-Korean border, ph how (NK News,
10/25,/2024)
Pyongyang erects blockades along inter-Korean railways (The Korea Herald, 10,/25/2024)

International:
Kor ndemn meeting of defense ministers (Yonhap, 10/25/2024)

N. Korea says troop dispatch to Russia, if true, falls in line with int'l law (Yonhap, 10/25/2024)
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North Korea denounces UN chief’s call for ‘restraint’ amid inter-Korean tensions (NK News,
10/25/2024)

North Korean troops already in combat zones bordering Ukraine, Kyiv says (NK News, 10/25/2024)
North Korea says any deployment to aid Russia would be lawful (Reuters, 10,/25,/2024)

Putin Appears to Say That North Korean Troops Are in Russia (The New York Times, 10/24/2024)
Putin doesn't deny North Korean troop presence, but says NATO escalated first (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 10/25,/2024)

Putin says Russia-N. Korea military cooperation is 'our business' (Yonhap, 10/25/2024)

Russian soldiers heard condemning North Korean recruits in intercepted audio (CNN, 10/25/2024)
Russi Korean 1 r Kim's visit to Russi ible nex r (Yonhap, 10/25/2024)

UN aid groups receive OK to send health care, farming equipment to North Korea (NK News,
10/25/2024)

U.N. voices opposition to 'further militarization' of Ukraine conflict amid concerns over N.K. troop
dispatch (Yonhap, 10/25,/2024)

Zelenskyy says Ukraine expects N. Korean troops to be deployed in battlefield in few days (Yonhap,
10/25/2024)

In North Korea:

e North Korea's parliament has convened a meeting to adopt a new law on its national anthem
in what observers believe was aimed to uphold leader Kim Jong-un's "two hostile states"
stance. (Kim Hanjoo, Yonhap)

e North Korea’s rubber stamp legislative body adopted a new law on the country’s national
anthem likely as part of efforts to update its legal framework to match new policy on
abandoning unification. (Jeongmin Kim, Seung-Yeon Chung, NK News)

e North Korean cybercriminals created a fake version of a real online game to steal
cryptocurrency and user data, exploiting previously unknown vulnerabilities in the Google
Chrome web browser, according to a Russian cybersecurity firm. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e The North’s nuclear forces have been the focus of global concern. But its conventional
military is vast and empowered — even if it is hobbled by shortages, corruption and isolation.
(Choe Sang-Hun, The New York Times)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e North Korea has erected a concrete wall along the easternmost part of the inter-Korean
border in recent months, in what could be a preview of plans to further fortify the DMZ in
line with efforts to completely sever all connections to the South. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e In a latest development in North Korea’s isolationist policy, new blockades were being built
along inter-Korean railways running along the east and west sides of the Korean Peninsula to
fortify the border areas. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

International:
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North Korea on Friday denounced the latest meeting of defense ministers of the Group of
Seven, claiming what it called the "war contractor group" took issue with North Korea's
policy of nuclear forces. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

North Korea's foreign ministry said any reported dispatch of North Korean troops to Russia,
if true, would align with international law. Kim Jong-gyu made the remark after one of North
Korea's United Nations representatives dismissed Seoul's claims of its troop dispatch to
Russia as a "groundless rumor." (Kang Yoon-seung, Yonhap)

North Korea condemned the U.N. secretary-general for calling for “restraint after Pyongyang
blew up inter-Korean roads last week, accusing him of "double standards" for not criticizing
Seoul's alleged drone intrusion. (Seung-Yeon Chung, NK News)

North Korean troops dispatched to support Russia’s war efforts have already arrived in
combat zones, including the Kursk region bordering Ukraine, Kyiv announced on Thursday.
The DIU said on social media that the first units reached the war theater after training at
military sites in eastern Russia. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

North Korea said on Friday any move to send its troops to assist Russia in its war in Ukraine
would be in line with international law, although it stopped short of confirming that such a
deployment had taken place. (Reuters)

President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia appeared to acknowledge on Thursday that North
Korean troops had been deployed to Russia, commenting for the first time on the
assessment of Western officials that the reclusive Asian country had joined Russia’s war
effort against Ukraine. “Images — that is something serious, if there are images they are a
reflection of something,” he said, responding to a question about satellite images appearing
to show North Korean troops in Russia. (Valerie Hopkins, The New York Times)

Russian President Vladimir Putin did not deny evidence recently presented by the United
States that North Korea had sent troops to Russia but also accused NATO of escalating the
war in Ukraine first. The remarks were made at a press conference on the sidelines of the
BRICS summit in Kazan, western Russia. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Russian President Vladimir Putin said Thursday his country's military cooperation with
North Korea is "our business," according to media reports, as he addressed a question about
Pyongyang's troop dispatch to support Russia's war in Ukraine. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)
Russian soldiers have been heard raising concerns, including racist remarks, about how
North Korean soldiers will be commanded and provided with ammunition and military Kkit,
leaked intercepts obtained by the Defense Intelligence of Ukraine and released on Friday
show. (Victoria Butenk, Maria Kostenko, Lauren Kent, CNN)

Russia said Friday that North Korean leader Kim Jong-un visiting Moscow next year is a
possibility, noting that high-level exchanges are always taking place with Pyongyang as its
"close neighbor." (Kim Eun-jung, Yonhap)

UNICEF and the Food and Agriculture Organization have received new sanctions exemptions
to send health care and agricultural equipment to North Korea, U.N. records show. (Ifang
Bremer, NK News)

The United Nations Secretariat expressed its opposition Thursday to the "further
militarization" of the ongoing war in Ukraine amid growing concerns that North Korean
troops could be deployed to support Russian forces in the armed conflict. (Song Sang-ho,

Yonhap)
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e Zelenskyy called for "a principled and strong response” from global leaders against Russia's
efforts to continue the war with Ukraine amidst recent intelligence indicating Russia's intent
to deploy North Korean soldiers into combat zones within a few days. (Kim Eun-jung,

Yonhap)

Prepared by Saege Anzueto, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20250724072037/https: //mailchi.mp /hrnk.org /hrnk-news-items-north-korea-says-any-depl

ovment-to-aid- a-would-be-lawful-pyongvang-erects-blockades-along-inter-korean-raijlwavs2e=%5BUNIQID%5D

Saturday, October 26th, 2024

Russia and North Korea don‘t deny reports of Pyongyang’s
involvement in Ukraine war

Inter-Korean Relations:
rth Kor nstruction at the E nd West Border Crossings (38 North, 10/25/2024)

International:
N, Korea slams Seoul-Washington joint air exercise (Yonhap, 10/26,/2024)

rth Korean tr re at Russian military training site, vi how (The Washington Post,
10/26,/2024)

Russia and North Korea don‘t deny reports of Pyongyang’s involvement in Ukraine war (Radio Free
Asia, 10/25/2024)

S. Korea, U.S, Japan hope for China's 'constructive' role over N.K.-Russia military cooperation: Seoul
official (Yonhap, 10/26/2024)

Top S. Korean, U.S., Japanese security officials voice 'grave concern' over N.K. troop dispatch to
Russia: White House (Yonhap, 10/26/2024)

Ukraine war briefing: Russia plans to send North Korean troops into battle as early as Sunday,
Zelenskiyy says (The Guardian, 10/25/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e Just over a week since North Korea demolished the two main road and rail links connecting
it to South Korea, commercial satellite imagery indicates work has begun on a new border
fortification or obstacle where the road and railways once sat. (Martyn Williams, Peter
Makowsky, Iliana Ragnone, 38 North)

International:
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North Korea lambasted South Korea and the United States for staging a joint air exercise,
accusing Washington of driving the Korean Peninsula into an "uncontrollable" situation. The
Freedom Flag exercise kicked off this week to run through next Friday, with the air forces of
South Korea and the U.S., as well as Australia, participating. (Kim Na-young, Yonhap)

North Korean troops appear to be on-site alongside Russian soldiers at a military complex in
Russia’s far east, potentially preparing for deployment in the war against Ukraine, according
to a Washington Post analysis of videos that have recently surfaced on social media. The
videos show dozens of what appear to be North Korean men at Sergeevka military training
ground near Vladivostok, a major eastern port city close to the border with North Korea.
(Michelle Ye Hee Lee, Jonathan Baran, The Washington Post)

Russian President Vladimir Putin declined to deny or confirm that North Korea had sent
troops to help his army, adding that Russia and North Korea would themselves decide how to
implement their pact to aid each other if attacked. (Taejun Kang, Radio Free Asia)

South Korea, the United States and Japan hope that China will play a "constructive" role to
help address concerns over a deepening military alignment between North Korea and Russia.
(Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

The national security advisors of South Korea, the United States and Japan expressed "grave
concern" Friday over North Korea's troop dispatch to Russia possibly for use in the war
against Ukraine, and called for the two countries to cease such military cooperation. (Song
Sang-ho, Yonhap)

Ukraine president urged world leaders to pile ‘tangible pressure’ on Pyongyang as South
Korea urges Russia to stop its ‘illegal cooperation’ with North Korea. An explainer on what
we know on day 976. (Guardian staff and agencies, The Guardian)

Sunday, October 27th, 2024

State Department Launches North Korean Defector Resettlement

Support Network, Friends for Future

Top News:

State Department Launches North Korean Defector Resettlement Support Network, Friends for
Future (VOA, 10/23/2024)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom of the email.
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International:
rth Korea's military personnel in Russia ex hi (Korea JoongAng Daily, 10,/27/2024)

S. Korean delegation to brief NATO this week on N. Korean troops in Russia (Yonhap, 10/27/2024)
Signs point to N. Korean troops in Russia-Ukraine combat zone (The Korea Herald, 10,/27/2024)

Top News:

e The U.S. government has announced a new project to support the resettlement of North
Korean defectors and the advancement of North Korean human rights via the Diplomacy
Lab, a partnership between the government and public institutions. (Ahn So-young, YOA)

International:

e North Korean military personnel have been gathering in Russia’s Kursk region, a contested
area that borders Ukraine, with up to 5,000 troops expected to assemble by Monday,
according to a news report. (Seo Ji-Eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e A delegation of South Korean intelligence and government officials will visit Brussels this
week to brief the North Atlantic Treaty Organization on North Korea's deployment of troops
to Russia, officials said Sunday. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

e Growing indications suggest that North Korean troops are on the brink of deployment to
support Russia’s war efforts in Ukraine, as North Korean soldiers have reportedly arrived in
Russia's Kursk region, where Russian and Ukrainian forces have been battling for control of
key strategic border location. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

State Department Launches North Korean Defector Resettlement Support Network, Friends for
Future

Ahn So-young, VOA News
October 23, 2024

The U.S. government has announced a new project to support the resettlement of North Korean
defectors. It is strengthening the support network for North Korean defectors and, for the first time,
implementing a program related to advancing North Korean human rights via the Diplomacy Lab, a
partnership between the government and public institutions. This is Ahn So-young reporting.

On the 2ist, the U.S. State Department reaffirmed its commitment to assisting the successful
resettlement of North Korean defectors.

On this day, in a press release titled 'Engagement, Education, and Empowerment for North Korean
Survivors, issued under spokesperson Matthew Miller, the State Department stated:

[Press Release] “The State Department has engaged with educational institutions, civil society, and
the private sector to share resources and best practices to support North Koreans in building new
lives. Today, we are pleased to announce a resource hub, which includes support for education and
English language training and the establishment of a network to connect stakeholders working on
DPRK human rights issues”
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Marking the 10th anniversary of the publication of the United Nations Commission of Inquiry (COI)
report on North Korean human rights, it recalled that on the 18th, a trilateral meeting to promote
North Korean human rights was held in Washington, D.C., with the participation of U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State Kurt Campbell, South Korean Unification Minister Kim Young-ho, and Japan's
Ambassador to the U.S. Shigeo Yamada. It emphasized that "the U.S. is adopting a survivor-centered
approach to advancing the human rights of North Korean citizens."

"The long-term goal is the integration of North Korean defectors into American society."

Furthermore, it announced the launch of Friends for Future, a resource-sharing network for North
Korean defectors within the United States.

[Press Release] “The network aims to advance their dignity and long-term integration into U.S.
society. This U.S.-based network consists of community-based organizations, student volunteers,
educational institutions, and other professionals from different cities, each offering services and
resources essential for the North Koreans. Many organizations in the network have experience
supporting immigrant, refugee, Asian American, and other communities and are now expanding
their outreach to North Korean escapees”

The State Department explained that Friends for the Future aims to enhance the dignity of North
Korean defectors and, in the long term, integrate them into American society.

It further explained that this U.S.-based network is composed of community-based organizations,
student volunteers, educational institutions, and other professionals in various cities.

The State Department also announced that, for the first time, the Diplomacy Lab - a public-private
project launched in 2013 to study foreign policy challenges - will undertake three projects aimed at
advancing North Korean human rights and strengthening the security of the United States and its
allies.

[Press Release] “For the first time, Diplomacy Lab will offer three specific projects aimed at
advancing the human rights of North Koreans and enhancing the security of the United States and
its allies. These projects, available for over 60 U.S. universities participating in Diplomacy Lab during
the Spring 2025 semester, include:Analyzing technology solutions to increase North Koreans’ access
to independent information; fostering global business due diligence by identifying forced labor by
the DPRK regime and supply chain risks; and exploring potential avenues for accountability and
transitional justice through survivor-centered documentation.

It added that the related projects are scheduled to be conducted during the spring 2025 semester at
over 60 U.S. universities participating in the Diplomacy Lab.

The State Department explained that students participating in the Diplomacy Lab will have the
opportunity to explore related projects of the State Department, receive guidance from faculty
experts in their fields, and directly engage in policy decision-making.

Greg Scarlatoiu, President and CEO of the Washington-based Committee for Human Rights in
North Korea, said in a phone call with VOA on the 22nd that the State Department's announcement
of a new program to support the resettlement of North Korean defectors in the U.S. is "very
important” in terms of providing a "tailored approach.”
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[Recording: President and CEO Greg Scarlatoiu] “One of the biggest challenges dealing with the
resettlement of North Korean refugees, former North Koreans in the United States, has been that
the numbers have been low. It is very difficult to have a program customized for former North
Koreans if you don't have higher numbers. Other refugees have resettled here in much, much higher
numbers. That's why this program is so important, because it adopts a targeted approach. This
program is meant to help North Korean refugees, in particular former North Korean refugees, in
particular in a variety of areas that are truly areas of need”

Scarlatoiu pointed out that one of the reasons it is difficult for North Korean defectors to settle in
the United States is that their numbers are much smaller compared to refugee populations from
other countries.

He further noted that when the refugee population is not large, it becomes difficult to run tailored
programs for them. However, he remarked that the project announced by the State Department is
meaningful, as it is designed to provide support in various areas that North Korean defectors
actually need.

Specifically mentioning the Diplomacy Lab, he emphasized that "promoting North Korean human
rights issues on campus is very important,” and added that "the State Department's decision to
expose young Americans to this in today’s era is encouraging."

This is Ahn So-young reporting, VOA News.

Translated by Hannah Starnes, HRNK Research Intern; Edited by Saege Anzueto, HRNK Research Intern

Prepared by Jenna Pae, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Monday, October 28th, 2024

North Korean troops in Russia bring a "World-Island" conflict a
step closer

Top News:
‘ - 5 i (The Washington Post,
10/28/2024)

In South Korea:
3 arrested on Jeju as anti-state spy ring investigation deepens (Korea JoongAng Daily, 10,/28 /2024)
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Abductee families' group to send leaflets to Pyongyang this week (Yonhap, 10/28 /2024)

h Korean military warns of counterm I in rth Korean drone thr (The Korean
Herald, 10/28/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:
N. Korea claims S. Korean drone took off from western border island in Oct. for incursion into
Pyongyang (Yonhap, 10,/28,/2024)

North claims analysis of drone proves departure from South's Baengyeong Island (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 10,/28,/2024)

International:

Nato says North Korean troops deployed to Russia's Kursk region (BBC, 10/28/2024)
RUSS] . e’ from N. Kor .
10/28,/2024)

S. Korea to hold int'l forum on N. Korea's human rights in Geneva this week (Yonhap, 10,/28 /2024)
S. Korea to hold talks with NATO allies amid NK troops in Russia (The Korea Herald, 10/28 /2024)
Ukraine says 'matter of days' before North Korean troops reach front line (Korea JoongAng Daily,
10/28,/2024)

Zelenskyy says N. Korean troops in Russia may join battlefield 'in a matter of days' (Yonhap,
10/28,/2024)

frontline in trucks with civilian li

Top News:

e With the dispatch of thousands of North Korean special forces toward the front lines in
Russia’s war against Ukraine — a development first reported by South Korean and Ukrainian
intelligence sources, now confirmed by U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin — the emerging
contours of global struggle in the post-Cold War era are coming into sharper focus.
(Nicholas Eberstadt, The Washington Post - Dr. Eberstadt is a founding member of HRNK’s
Board of Directors)

In South Korea:

e Jeju police said they arrested three people on suspicion of violating the National Security Act
on Monday as they deepened their investigation into alleged spy rings on the island and
across the country. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e A group representing the families of those abducted by North Korea said Monday it would fly
leaflets into North Korea this week, aiming to raise awareness about the abductee issue.
(Park Sang-soo, Yonhap)

e South Korea’s military on Monday warned of “corresponding measures” in response to North
Korea threatening to fly an uncrewed aerial vehicle over Seoul. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

Inter-Korean Relations:

e North Korea said Monday that its analysis of the flight log of a drone that crashed in
Pyongyang earlier this month showed it took off from a South Korean border island in the

725


https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241028011600320?section=nk/nk
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20241028050502&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241028000852315?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241028000852315?section=nk/nk
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-10-28/national/northKorea/North-claims-analysis-of-drone-proves-departure-from-Souths-Baengyeong-Island/2164945
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cyv737vy376o
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241027003100315?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241027003100315?section=nk/nk
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20241028050586&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-10-28/national/northKorea/Ukraine-says-matter-of-days-before-North-Korean-troops-reach-front-line/2165086
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241028002451315?section=nk/nk
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/10/27/north-korea-troops-russia-ukraine/?
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-10-28/national/politics/3-arrested-on-Jeju-as-antistate-spy-ring-investigation-deepens/2165055
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241028011600320?section=nk/nk
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20241028050502&ACE_SEARCH=1

Yellow Sea, insisting that the South Korean military is behind what it claimed were South
Korea's drone incursions. (Kim Soo-yeon, Lee Minji, Yonhap)

e North Korea on Monday intensified its accusations that South Korea is behind a drone
infiltration to drop anti-regime propaganda leaflets on Pyongyang, with "the final results of
investigation" claiming that a South Korean drone took off from Baengnyeong Island earlier
this month and flew toward the capital. (Seo Ji-eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

e North Korean troops have been deployed to Russia and are operating in the Kursk border
region where Ukrainian troops have a foothold, Nato has said for the first time. (Matt
Murphy, BBC)

e Russia is using civilian-plated trucks to transport "mercenaries” from North Korea to a
frontline area, Ukraine's military intelligence service has said, amid concerns over North
Korean troops possibly joining combat in Russia's war on Ukraine. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

e The unification ministry said Monday it will hold a two-day forum on North Korea's human
rights situation in Switzerland this week ahead of the United Nations' review of the North's
human rights record next month. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e South Korea is set to convene its first 2+2 foreign and defense ministerial meeting with the
United States in more than three years, paired with inaugural 2+2 talks with Canada, at a
critical juncture marked by concerns of possible North Korean troop deployment to the
Ukraine-Russia combat zone. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e North Korean troops were spotted en route to Ukraine’s front lines to fight along with Russia
using "civilian vehicles," Ukrainian authorities reported Sunday. (Seo Ji-eun, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

e Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said his country could soon be forced to fight
North Korean troops as they could join the battlefield against Ukraine "in a matter of days.'
(Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

Prepared by Bryan Clark, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web/20250724072608 /https: //mailchi.mp /hrnk.org /hrnk-news-items-north-korean-troops-in-ru

— —q— — — —q- - 2e=9

Tuesday, October 29th, 2024
N.K. beefing up security for Kim Jong-un due to assassination

fears; North's foreign minister leaves for Russia amid troop
dispatch
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In North Korea:

Kim Jong Un appears to fear possible assassination, South Korean spy agency says (NK News,
10/29,/2024)

NIS says Kim Jong-un’s daughter Ju-ae’s clearly in line to rule (The Korea Herald, 10/29/2024)

N. Korea beefing up security for Kim Jong-un due to assassination possibility (Yonhap, 10/29/2024)

In South Korea:

Defense stocks on rally as North Korea enters Russia's war (Korea JoongAng Daily, 10,/292 /2024)

South Korea says Russia-North Korea military cooperation 'poses significant security threat' (VOA,
10/29/2024)

International:
ia (The

National Interest, 10,/29,/2024)
Footage of North's troops in Russia spark concerns about malnourishment (Korea JoongAng Daily,
10/29/2024)

N. Korean advance unit possibly moving to war front line in Russia (Yonhap, 10/29,/2024)

N. Korean artillery shells supplied to Russia appear to be "poor’ in quality (Yonhap, 10/29/2024)

No new limits on Ukraine's use of US arms if North Korea joins Russia's fight, Pentagon says (Reuters,
10/28/2024)

North Korea has sent up to $5.5B in weapons to Russia since last year (NK News, 10,/29/2024)

North Korean foreign minister arrives in Russia (Korea JoongAng Daily, 10,/29/2024)

North Korean soldiers learning Russian commands and may be sent to Ukraine front lines, South
Korean lawmakers say (CNN, 10/29/2024)

North Korean troops have deployed to Russia’s Kursk region, NATO says (The Washington Post,
10/28,/2024)
North Korean troops in Russia may have reached front line (Korea JoongAng Daily, 10/29 /2024)

North Korean troops ‘secretly taken to Kursk front line in civilian lorries’ (The Telegraph,

10/29/2024)

North Korea's foreign minister leaves for Russia amid troop dispatch (Reuters, 10/28 /2024)
North Korea's top diplomat visits Russia amid criticism of DPRK troop deployment (NK News,
10/29,/2024)

Ukraine Braces for Russians to Assault With North Korean Troops (The New York Times, 10/28 /2024)
Ukraine envoy to travel to S. Korea as Yoon, Zelenskyy vow strategic cooperation (The Korea Herald,

10/29,/2024)

Ukraine says over 3.000 'mercenaries' from N. Korea training in Russia's Kursk region (Yonhap,
10/29/2024)

Ukraine, S.Korea to enhance cooperation to counter N.Korea, Zelenskiy says (Reuters, 10,/29/2024)
U.S. says N. Korea has sent about 10,000 troops to eastern Russia (Yonhap, 10/29,/2024)

US urges China to use influence amid ‘destabilizing’ action by North Korea, Russia (Radio Free Asia,
10/29,/2024)
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In North Korea:

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un appears to harbor concerns about the possibility of being
assassinated, according to South Korea’s intelligence service, citing signs that the
authoritarian ruler has ramped up security measures at his public appearances this year.
(Joon Ha Park, Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

The NIS said Tuesday that N. Korean leader Kim's daughter, Kim Ju-ae, appears to be on a
rising path to power. The NIS said Kim's pre-teen daughter was increasingly visible at
Workers’ Party of Korea events. She was frequently spotted next to her father, with official
media carrying photographs of just the two of them. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

The NIS told South Korean lawmakers that the North has raised the level of security around
Kim due to possible attempts on his life by operating communications jamming vehicles and
making efforts to introduce drone detection equipment, as it noted that Kim's public
activities this year are up about 60 percent from last year. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

In South Korea:

As tensions rise between the two Koreas following the North's dispatch of troops to Russia,
defense stocks in the South are on a rally. Foreign investors have been fueling the uptrend by
picking up shares of South Korean arms dealers, including the country’s four major suppliers.
(Shin Ha-Nee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol said Tuesday that military cooperation between
North Korea and Russia “poses a significant security threat to the international community”
(Carla Babb, YOA)

International:

In a unique development, around 200 North Korean defectors in South Korea, all former
soldiers, have volunteered to aid Ukraine by psychologically targeting North Korean
“volunteer” soldiers who are reportedly supporting Russia on the frontlines. (Peter Suciu, The
National Interest)

Videos of North Korean soldiers in Russia for training that have leaked online in recent days
have reopened concerns in South Korea over the extent of malnourishment inside the
regime due to food shortages. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

An advance team of North Korean troops, including a ranking Army general, is believed to be
making its way to the front lines of the war in Russia near Ukraine according to NIS
intelligence. (Kim Seung-yeon, Yonhap)

North Korean artillery shells provided to Russia in support of Moscow's war in Ukraine
appear to be "poor" in quality, failing to hit targets and exploding at the wrong time, a report
citing a Ukrainian military official showed Tuesday. (Lee Minji, Yonhap)

The U.S. will not impose new limits on Ukraine's use of American weapons if North Korea
joins Russia's war, the Pentagon said on Monday, as NATO said North Korean military units
had been deployed to the Kursk region in Russia. (Reuters)

North Korea has supplied as much as $5.5 billion worth of weapons to Russia since last year,
according to a new report, underscoring how arms shipments and troop deployments in
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support of Moscow’s war in Ukraine generate revenue for the Kim regime. (Anton Sokolin,
NK News)

North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son-hui arrived in the eastern port city of Vladivostok
on Tuesday, according to Russian state media, amid mounting evidence that North Korean
troops are readying to join the war against Ukraine. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)
North Korean soldiers may be being readied for a move to the front lines of Russia’s war
against Ukraine after being taught basic Russian commands, South Korean lawmakers told
reporters on Tuesday, citing the country’s intelligence officials. (Jessie Yeung, Gawon Bae,
CNN)

NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said Monday that North Korean soldiers have been
deployed to Kursk, the Russian border region where Ukrainian forces seized territory in a
surprise attack over the summer, in what could be a “dangerous expansion” of the war in
Ukraine. (Ellen Francis, Dan Lamothe, The Washington Post)

The NIS said that the "mobilization of troops between North Korea and Russia is in progress,'
adding that it is "leaving open the possibility of some personnel, including high-ranking
military generals, moving to the front line," in a meeting on Tuesday with lawmakers. (Sarah
Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

North Korean soldiers are being covertly transported to the front line in Russia’s southern
Kursk region using civilian lorries, according to Ukrainian intelligence. (James Kilner, The
Telegraph)

North Korea's foreign minister, Choe Son Hui, is on her way to Moscow, state media KCNA
and Russian officials said on Tuesday, for her second trip to Russia in six weeks amid rising
concerns about Pyongyang's involvement in Moscow's war in Ukraine. (Reuters)

North Korea’s top diplomat is visiting Russia this week, underscoring the two countries’ push
for a united front against international criticism of the DPRK’s alleged troop deployment in
support of Moscow’s invasion. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

Several thousand North Korean soldiers have arrived in Russia’s western Kursk region, where
they are expected to support Moscow’s efforts to dislodge invading Ukrainian forces.
(Constant Méheut, The New York Times)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy will appoint a special envoy to South Korea
following talks held with President Yoon Suk Yeol over the phone pledging strategic
cooperation in a bid to counter North Korean troops in Russia. (Son Ji-hyoung, The Korea
Herald)

More than 3,000 "mercenaries" from North Korea have begun training on the ground in a
front-line area in the Russia-Ukraine war, reported by the National Resistance Center
following the U.S!s report of 10,000 North Korean troops being sent to train in eastern
Russia. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy said on Tuesday he had agreed with South Korea's president
to step up contacts between their nations at all levels to develop countermeasures and
strategies to respond to North Korea's involvement in Ukraine war. (Reuters)

North Korea has sent around 10,000 troops to eastern Russia, which will likely augment
Russian forces near Ukraine "over the next several weeks," a U.S. National Security Council
official said Monday, as President Joe Biden called the deployment "very dangerous." (Song

Sang-ho, Yonhap)
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e The United States has voiced concern to China over “destabilizing” actions by North Korea
and Russia, said the U.S. State Department’s spokesperson, as it confirmed the deployment
of around 10,000 North Korean troops to Russia. (Taejun Kang, Radio Free Asia)

Prepared by Saege Anzueto, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Wednesday, October 30th, 2024

North Korean Troops Deploy to Russia’s Kursk Region, NATO
Confirms

Top News:

North Korea’s Lawfare Strategy (HRNK Insider, 10/30,/2024)

In North Korea:

Kim Jong Un sensitive to criticism of regime’s human rights abuses: Ex-diplomats (NK News,

10/30/2024)

N. Korea's 8.400-strong hacking group escalates attacks on S. Korea (Yonhap, 10/30,/2024)

North Korea joins forces with underground hackers to spread ransomware: Report (NK News Pro,

10/30/2024)

North Korea likely to launch ICBM as early as November, say South Korean lawmakers (The

Independent, 10/30,/2024)

North Korea plagued by one of world’s highest tuberculosis rates: WHO data (NK News, 10,/30,/2024)
h Korean lawmaker rth m ICBM around the time of residential election

(Reuters, 10/30,/2024)

In South Korea:

South Korea considers sending team to Ukraine to monitor North Korean troops (Reuters,
10/30/2024)

International:

How Russia is transporting North Korean troops to the front lines of Ukraine war (NK News,
10/29,/2024)

N. Korean advance unit possibly deployed to Russia's front lines: military (Yonhap, 10/30,/2024)
N. Korea, Russia hold joint IT exhibition in Pyongyang for 1st time in 18 yrs (Yonhap, 10/30/2024)
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North Korean Troops Deploy to Russia’s Kursk Region, NATO Confirms (Foreign Policy, 10,/30,/2024)
rth Korean tr nt to Russia m 1 here, even as they face ferocious fightin

(Associated Press, 10/30/2024)
North Korea's troop deployment to Ukraine could test Beijing-Pyongyang ties (VOA, 10/30,/2024)
Russia and Ukraine exchange drone strikes as North Korea’s top diplomat visits Moscow (Associated
Press, 10/30,/2024)
Small number of North Korean troops are already inside Ukraine, officials say (CNN, 10/30,/2024)
Ukraine-Russia war live: Some North Koreans ‘already in Ukraine’ as Kyiv drafts 160,000 troops (The
Independent, 10/30,/2024)

lls Russia's training of N.K. tr resolution breach, str ili im
sanctions (Yonhap, 10/30,/2024)

Top News:

e Under threat from the "Hallyu" South Korean Wave, the Kim family regime resorts to
unprecedented coercion and punishment to repel information entering North Korea from
the outside world. In the last four years, the Kim regime has compelled the DPRK Supreme
People’s Assembly to pass laws designed to restrict North Korean citizens from learning of
the outside world. (Robert Collins, HRNK Insider)

In North Korea:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un is sensitive to international criticism of his regime’s
human rights record, ordering measures to deflect attention from abuses but also enacting
some limited reforms, according to two former DPRK diplomats. (Ifang Bremer, Seung-Yeon
Chung, NK News)

e North Korea's state-sponsored cyberunit, comprising some 8,400 hackers, has mounted over
10,000 attacks against South Korea this year. The number of hacking attempts has been on a
steady rise from around 9,000 cases in 2022 and 13,000 in 2023. (Woo Jae-yeon, Yonhap)

e A North Korean threat actor known for carrying out cyberespionage and extortion
campaigns may have joined forces with an underground cybercrime collective for the first
time to deploy ransomware, according to a U.S. cybersecurity firm. (Shreyas Reddy, NK
News)

e North Korea might proceed with an intercontinental ballistic missile launch as early as
November. During a briefing, MP Lee Seong-kweun disclosed that a mobile launcher has
been positioned at a possible test site, with timing speculated to coincide with the US
presidential election on 5 November. (Namita Singh, The Independent)

e North Korea is still plagued by one of the highest rates of tuberculosis in the world.
According to the WHO’s 2024 Global Tuberculosis Report, North Korea had an estimated
135,000 cases of tuberculosis in 2023, a thousand more than the year before. (Ifang Bremer,
NK News)

e North Korea has moved into place a launcher ready for an intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM), and may decide to set it off around the time of the U.S. presidential election, South
Korean lawmakers said, citing military intelligence. (Jack Kim, Reuters)

731


https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/10/29/north-korea-troops-russia-kursk-nato-ukraine-us/
https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-soldiers-russia-ukraine-war-651ac7615c3124fde657043a9193d6b1
https://www.voanews.com/a/north-korea-s-troop-deployment-to-ukraine-could-test-beijing-pyongyang-ties/7844318.html
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-north-korea-39eb411523195516dce893ce47c0faf6
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/10/29/politics/north-korean-troops-ukraine/index.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/ukraine-russia-war-casualties-putin-zelensky-north-korean-troops-b2637969.html?page=2
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241030000200315?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241030000200315?section=nk/nk
https://www.hrnkinsider.org/2024/10/north-koreas-lawfare-strategy.html
https://www.nknews.org/2024/10/kim-jong-un-sensitive-to-criticism-of-regimes-human-rights-abuses-ex-diplomats/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241030010100315?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-joins-forces-with-underground-hackers-to-spread-ransomware-report/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-joins-forces-with-underground-hackers-to-spread-ransomware-report/
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/southeast-asia/south-korea-north-korea-icbm-missile-b2638003.html
https://www.nknews.org/2024/10/north-korea-plagued-by-one-of-worlds-highest-tuberculosis-rates-who-data/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-may-launch-icbm-november-launcher-ready-south-korea-says-2024-10-30/

In South Korea:

e South Korea is considering sending a team of military monitors to Ukraine to observe and
analyse the expected deployment of North Korean troops by Russia on the frontlines of the
conflict there, a presidential official said on Wednesday. (Hyunsu Yim, Jack Kim, Reuters)

International:

e Reports that North Korean troops have already arrived in combat zones bordering Ukraine
have raised alarm about their rapid deployment in support of Russia’s invasion. South Korea,
the U.S. and others have assessed that Russia transported North Korean personnel to
training centers. (Ifang Bremer, Joon Ha Park, NK News)

e An advance team of North Korean troops may have been deployed to the front lines of
Russia's war against Ukraine, South Korea's military intel agency said Wednesday. The
Defense Intelligence Agency reported the information to lawmakers during a regular
parliamentary audit. (Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

e A joint exhibition aimed at promoting information technology exchanges between North
Korea and Russia has opened in Pyongyang, the North's state media said Wednesday,
marking their first such event in 18 years. The 2024 DPRK-Russia IT products exhibition
opened on Tuesday. (Kim Han-joo, Yonhap)

e NATO confirmed on Monday that North Korean troops have deployed to Russia’s Kursk
region. This marks a “significant escalation” in the war, NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte
said, adding that the deployment is a sign of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s “growing
desperation.”” (Alexandra Sharp, Foreign Policy)

e The thousands of young soldiers North Korea has sent to Russia, are mostly elite special
forces, but that hasn't stopped speculation theyll be slaughtered because they have no
combat experience, no familiarity with the terrain and will likely be dropped onto the most
ferocious battlefields. (Hyung-Jin Kim, Associated Press)

e As Ukraine braces to face North Korean troops who are believed to be in the Russian border
region of Kursk, analysts say China should be concerned about stronger pressure and
responses from NATO, which sees Beijing as an enabler of Pyongyang and a supporter of
Russia's war against Ukraine. (Christy Lee, VOA)

e Russia and Ukraine exchanged scores of drone strikes Wednesday as North Korea’s top
diplomat arrived in Russia for talks after his country reportedly deployed thousands of
soldiers to help Moscow’s war efforts. Ukraine’s air force said that Russia launched 62 drones
and one missile overnight. (Illia Novikov, Associated Press)

e A small number of North Korean troops are already inside Ukraine, according to two western
intelligence officials, and officials expect that number to grow as the North Koreans

complete training in eastern Russia and move toward the front lines of the war. (Natasha
Bertrand, CNN)

e North Korean troops are reportedly already inside Ukraine. “It seems that a good many of
them are already in action,” a Western intelligence official said, adding that the number of
North Korean soldiers inside Ukraine is expected to grow as they complete training in
eastern Russia. (Arpan Rai, Rachel Hagan, Tara Cobham, The Independent)
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e The United States on Tuesday reiterated that Russia's training of North Korean troops is a
"direct" violation of multiple U.N. Security Council resolutions, after Washington confirmed
Pyongyang has sent around 10,000 North Korean troops to train in eastern Russia. (Song

Sang-ho, Yonhap)

Prepared by Katherine Mitchell, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Thursday, October 31st, 2024

Greg Scarlatoiu interviews with Colombia's Testigo Directo TV's
Rodrigo Rodriquez-Morales

addressing the dispatch of North Korean soldiers to the Ukrainian front (Testigo Directo TV,
10/27/2024)

In North Korea:

NK fires ICBM shortly after S. Korea, US warn against troop dispatch to Russia (The Korea Times,
10/31/2024)

N.K. leader says ICBM launch demonstrates 'counteraction will' against rivals (Yonhap, 10/31/2024)
N. Korea launches new solid-fuel ICBM ahead of U.S. election (Yonhap, 10/31,/2024)

North Korea launches ICBM that sets flight time record (Korea JoongAng Daily, 10,/31/2024)

North Korea leader says longest ICBM test 'appropriate military action' against enemies (Reuters,
10/31/2024)

Quick Take: Large Trenches Across Former Border Links (38 North, 10/30/2024)

In South Korea:

Dozens of North Korean defectors caught by secret police 'vanish, says rights group (Reuters,
10/31/2024)

N. Korea's state security ministry key 'perpetrator’ of enforced disappearances: report (Yonhap,
10/31/2024)

N. Korean troops in Russia will end up as 'cannon fodder": S. Korean envoy (Yonhap, 10/31/2024)

S. Korea's military condemns N.K's ICBM launch as ‘illegal, reckless' provocation (Yonhap,
10/31/2024)
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Inter-Korean Relations:

Effor isperse anti-North Korea leafl li nd local residents in Paju (Korea
JoongAng Daily, 10/31/2024)

Seoul imposes new sanctions on North Korea over latest ICBM launch (NK News, 10/31/2024)

International:
Chinese police ranked 2nd in N. Korean enforced disappearances: report (The Korea Herald,
10/31/2024)
Great powers clash at UN Security Council over North Korean troops in Russia (NK News,
10/31/2024)
Kremlin, asked if Russia is helping North Korea with missile technology, declines comment (Reuters,
10/31/2024)

Korean fense chiefs condemn N.K. tr i h to Russia in 'strongest' terms 'with on
voice' (Yonhap, 10/31/2024)
UK urged to break with France, North Korea and Russia on UN nuclear war resolution (The
Guardian, 10/31/2024)
U.S. envoy warns N. Korean soldiers will come back in 'body bags' if they enter Ukraine to help
Russia (Yonhap, 10/31/2024)
US. ROK omit goal of North Korean denuclearization from major defense statement (NK News,
10/31/2024)
U.S. ‘strongly' condemns N. Korea's ICBM test, vows to ensure security of S. Korea, Japan: White
House (Yonhap, 10/31/2024)

Waves of Russia's war ripple toward South with North's troop dispatch (Korea JoongAng Daily,
10/31/2024)

Top News:

e President and CEO of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK), Greg
Scarlatoiu, interviewed by Rodrigo Rodrigues-Morales, from Columbian network Testigo
Directo, speaks on the state of North Korean soldiers being deployed into the Ukraine War
and the scale of what this means for North Korea's push towards a better relationship with
Russia. Scarlatoiu remarks, "The growing scale and escalation that is happening right now, I
would say, is quite unprecedented. And we are seeing the largest exports of ammunition and
weaponry for profit in the history of the DPRK." (Testigo Directo)

In North Korea:

e North Korea fired an intercontinental ballistic missile toward the East Sea, Thursday, just
hours after the defense ministers of both South Korea and the United States condemned
Pyongyang's recent troop deployment to Russia. (Lee Hyo-jin, The Korea Times)

e North Korea fired what appeared to be a new type of solid-fuel intercontinental ballistic
missile toward the East Sea on Thursday, South Korea's military said, in an apparent move
aimed at flaunting its nuclear capabilities ahead of the U.S. presidential election next week.

(Lee Minji, Yonhap)

734


https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-10-31/national/northKorea/Efforts-to-disperse-antiNorth-Korea-leaflets-stopped-by-police-and-local-residents-in-Paju/2167791
https://www.nknews.org/2024/10/seoul-imposes-new-sanctions-on-north-korea-over-latest-icbm-launch/
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20241031050801&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://www.nknews.org/2024/10/great-powers-clash-at-un-security-council-over-north-korean-troops-in-russia/
https://www.reuters.com/world/kremlin-asked-if-russia-is-helping-north-korea-with-missile-technology-declines-2024-10-31/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241030010752315?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241030010752315?section=nk/nk
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/oct/31/uk-urged-break-france-north-korea-russia-un-nuclear-war-resolution
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241031003851315?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241031003851315?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2024/10/us-rok-omit-goal-of-north-korean-denuclearization-from-major-defense-statement/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241031004751315?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241031004751315?section=nk/nk
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-10-31/national/northKorea/Waves-of-Russias-war-ripple-toward-South-with-Norths-troop-dispatch/2167806
https://youtu.be/nqSMpQcaxqs?si=Be81gO7nSa8n6ktE
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2024/10/103_385409.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20241031002253315?section=nk/nk

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un confirmed the launch of an intercontinental ballistic
missile on Thursday, describing it as demonstrating the country's "counteraction will"
against its enemies. (Kim Seung-yeon, Yonhap)

North Korea launched an intercontinental ballistic missile Thursday at a lofted trajectory,
setting the record for its longest ICBM flight at 86 minutes. (Lim Jeong-won, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

North Korea said it tested an intercontinental ballistic missile on Thursday, upgrading what
it called the "world's most powerful strategic weapon', as Seoul warned Pyongyang could get

missile technology from Russia for helping with the war in Ukraine. (Jack Kim, Kaori Kaneko,
Reuters)

Commercial satellite imagery shows that two large, well-defined trenches now slice through
the land that once carried roads and railways that linked North and South Korea. The work
began almost immediately after North Korean troops demolished the border links on
October 15. As of October 30, construction continues. (Martyn Williams, Peter Makowsky
and Iliana Ragnone, 38 North)

In South Korea:

More than 100 North Koreans have gone missing after being caught by secret police while
trying to defect from the isolated country or even for trying to call relatives in South Korea,
a Seoul-based human rights group said on Thursday. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

South Korean authorities in a village near the border with North Korea thwarted a plan on
Thursday by a group of families of those believed to have been abducted by the North to
send aloft balloons with leaflets criticising it, the group said. (Hyunsu Yim, Reuters)

North Korea's state security ministry is a key perpetrator of North Korea's enforced
disappearances, with nearly 40 percent of such disappearances occurring due to activities
related to North Koreans' escapes from the repressive regime, a report showed Thursday.
(Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

South Korea's top envoy to the United Nations has criticized North Korea's dispatch of its
troops to Russia, saying they will be used as mere "cannon fodder," while their wages will end
up in the pockets of the North's leader Kim Jong-un. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

South Korea's military on Thursday denounced North Korea's latest launch of an
intercontinental ballistic missile as an "illicit and reckless" provocation and warned the North
will be held "wholly" accountable for all measures to follow. (Lee Minji, Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relations:

An attempt by families of North Korean abductees to disperse anti-North leaflets across the
inter-Korean border was thwarted by police and residents in Paju, northern Gyeonggi, on
Thursday. (Lee Soo-jung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korea imposed new export sanctions on North Korea to prevent it from obtaining key
materials for solid anti-propellant missile production on Thursday, in retaliation against
Pyongyang's launch of a long-range ballistic missile earlier in the day. (Anton Sokolin, NK

News)
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International:

e Chinese police rank as the second-largest force after North Korea's secret police in arresting
and facilitating the enforced disappearances of North Koreans, according to a report
released by a human rights organization Thursday. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea and Russia defended their right to military cooperation during a U.N. Security
Council meeting on Wednesday, after the U.S. and its allies called the session to denounce
Pyongyang's alleged deployment of troops to fight against Ukraine. (Shreyas Reddy, NK
News

e The Kremlin on Thursday declined to comment when asked if Russia was helping North
Korea to develop its missile and other military technology following a test launch by
Pyongyang of an intercontinental ballistic missile. (Reuters)

e The defense chiefs of South Korea and the United States condemned North Korea's troop
deployment to Russia in the "strongest" terms with "one voice" as they held the allies' annual
defense talks at the Pentagon on Wednesday. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e Non-proliferation groups are urging the UK government to make a late about-turn on plans
to vote alongside France, Russia and North Korea against a UN resolution to study the
effects of nuclear war. (Julian Borger, The Guardian)

e North Koreans soldiers will end up in "body bags" if they enter Ukraine and fight alongside
Russia, a U.S. envoy to the United Nations has warned, urging Pyongyang to rethink joining
the war against Kyiv. (Kim Seung-yeon, Yonhap)

e The U.S. and South Korea called for "delaying" North Korea's nuclear development but made
no mention of seeking Pyongyang's denuclearization in a joint statement on Wednesday, a
move that experts said marks a significant shift in the allies' policy messaging. (Jeongmin
Kim, NK News)

e The United States "strongly" condemns North Korea's test of an intercontinental ballistic
missile this week, a White House official said Wednesday, calling it a "flagrant" breach of
multiple U.N. Security Council resolutions. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e The waves of Russia's ongoing war against Ukraine, now nearing its third year, are rippling
toward South Korea. South Korean intelligence reported on Wednesday of a “possibility” that
an advance party of North Korean troops is engaged on the front lines in Russia’s Kursk
region, an area that borders Ukraine and has seen ongoing military operations. (Seo Ji-eun,

Korea JoongAng Daily)

Prepared by Rachel Baek, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:
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11. NOVEMBER

Friday, November 1st, 2024

Open Letter to the President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy

Top News:

North Korea Launches Spy Satellite Into Orbit on Third Attempt, Country's Space Agency Claims
(KNewz, 11/21/2023)

North Korea: ‘Rulers fear Christians’ (Evangelicals Now, 10/29/2024)

Open Letter to the President of Ukraine Mr. Volodymyr Zelenskyy (Small Wars Journal, 10/25/2024)

In North Korea:

Pyongyang to bolster readiness against nuclear retaliation: Choe (Yonhap, 11/01/2024)

In South Korea:

Hwasong-19 ICBM i Korea's lar long-range missil . S. Korean military (Yonhap,
11/01/2024)

S. Korea not considering troop dispatch to Ukraine: nat'l security adviser (Yonhap, 11/01/2024)

Inter-Korean Relations:

Korea im nctions on 11 N. Korean individuals, 4 entities over ICBM launch (Yonhap,
11/01/2024)
Son of S. Korean missionary detained in N. Korea appeals for int'l support (Yonhap, 11/01/2024)

International:

Allies say 1953 mutual defense treaty extends to cyber, space threats (The Korea Herald, 11/01/2024)
Blinken expects North Korea troops to enter fight against Ukraine in coming days (Reuters,
11/01/2024)

Calls are growing for Korea to aid Ukraine. Experts say it should wait. (Korea JoongAng Daily,
11/01/2024)

1It's a slaughter’: Video claiming to show North Korean soldier captured in Kursk emerges (Korea
JoongAng Daily, 11/01/2024)

Kim Jong Un has sent North Korean troops to Russia. What's in it for him? (The Washington Post,
11/01/2024)

N. Korea, Russia's FMs to hold meeting on Friday: report (Yonhap, 11/01/2024)

North Korea's Choe accuses US and South Korea of plotting a nuclear strike against her country
(Reuters, 11/01/2024)

North Korea vows to stand alongside Russia until it defeats Ukraine (The Telegraph, 11,/01/2024)

Quick Take: China Marks Up New Customs Area (38 North, 11/01/2024)
- ive- ' k (NK News, 11/01/2024)
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Some 8,000 N. Korean troops in Russia's Kursk region, expected to enter combat in 'coming days"
Blinken (Yonhap, 11/01/2024)

Ukraine war briefing: western allies’ response to North Korean deployment is ‘zero’, Zelenskyy says
(The Guardian, 10/31/2024)

Top News:

Satellite images obtained by the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK)
suggest that the Punggye-ri nuclear test site in North Korea is being rebuilt using "slave
labor" from Hwasong, the largest prison camp in the country. (Samyarup Chowdhury, KNewz)
‘Any religious belief, and Christianity in particular, as well as South Korea, constitute the only
challenges to Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un’s absolute monopoly on power, Greg Scarlatoiu,
executive director of the non-governmental Committee for Human Rights in North Korea
(HRNK), said at a hearing of the US Commission on International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF). ‘Christianity offers an alternative way of life that delegitimises tyranny and
transcends oppression. (Iain Taylor, Evangelicals Now)

My name is Hyun-Seung Lee, and I am a former soldier who escaped from North Korea in
2014. It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter, knowing that my fellow North Koreans
are now on Ukrainian soil, forced into a war that has nothing to do with them. I never
imagined that these young men—often between the ages of 17 and 27—would be sent
thousands of miles away to fight and potentially die for a regime that treats them as
expendable pawns. (Hyun-Seung Lee, Small Wars Journal)

In North Korea:

North Korean Foreign Minister Choi Son-hui said Friday the current situation on the Korean
Peninsula requires Pyongyang to make efforts to bolster its readiness against nuclear
retaliation, noting that the reclusive regime will not change its nuclear policy. (Kang
Yoon-seung, Yonhap)

In South Korea:

North Korea's new intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) launched this week is its largest
long-range missile yet, a South Korean military official said Friday, in the latest sign of
progress in the recalcitrant regime's missile development efforts. (Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)
National Security Adviser Shin Won-sik said Friday that South Korea is "not considering the
dispatch of troops to Ukraine at all," amid reports of North Korea's imminent participation in
the war to support Russia. (Kang Yoon-seung, Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relations:

South Korea on Friday announced fresh sanctions targeting 11 North Korean individuals and
four entities in response to the North's latest launch of an intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) earlier this week. (Kim Seung-yeon, Yonhap)

The son of a South Korean Christian missionary who has remained detained in North Korea
for 10 years has appealed for international support to address issues involving detainees
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