




 

S. Korean businessmen pushing to visit N. Korea after PyeongChang Olympics (Yonhap,01/24/2018) 
(Yonhap Feature) S. Koreans view N.K. participation in Olympics with mixed feelings 
(Yonhap,01/24/2018) 
(LEAD) Two Koreas agree on dates, venues for N. Korea's art performances (Yonhap,01/24/2018) 
What will budget procurement look like in post-unification Korea? (Daily NK, 01/23/2018) 
 
International: 
CIA believes North Korea weapons aimed at coercion, not just defense: Pompeo 
(Reuters,01/24/2018) 
CIA chief draws new 'red line' on North Korea nuclear buildup (Guardian, 01/24/2018) 
Gaps remain in CIA’s understanding of North Korean nukes, spy chief says (Washington 
Post,01/24/2018) 
Japan tells U.N. of North Korean tanker suspected of sanctions busting (Reuters, 01/24/2018) 
Lavrov, Tillerson discuss North Korea, Syria by phone: Russian foreign ministry (Reuters,01/24/2018) 
Lessons From a Spy Ship’s Seizure (NYT, 01/24/2018) 
Mattis praises Vietnam's 'leadership' on North Korea sanctions (Reuters, 01/24/2018) 
N. Korea Olympic Pause Delays Talk of US ‘Bloody Nose’ Strategy (VOA, 01/24/2018) 
N. Korea seeks ability to simultaneously fire multiple nuclear missiles: CIA chief (Yonhap,01/23/2018) 
North Korea, U.S. clash at disarmament forum over nuclear arms (Reuters, 01/24/2018) 
(LEAD) Now is the 'best time' for N.K. to come out for talks with U.S.: Seoul official 
(Yonhap,01/24/2018) 
Remembering the Pueblo: How Internal Imperatives Shape North Korean Decisions (38 North, 
01/23/2018) 
South, U.S. hold military talks before Games (Joongang Ilbo, 01/24/2018) 
US Congress may ban 'unilateral' N. Korea strike (Korea Times, 01/23/2018) 
US Treasury official presses Hong Kong, Beijing on NKorea (Washington Post, 01/24/2018) 
 
Top News: 

●​ Talks have progressed quickly because the Koreas share the short-term goal of making the 
North look better despite its refusal to disarm. The Moon administration will continue to 
push its inter Korean agenda even though the public itself is still divided. (B.R. Myers, Sthele 
Press) 

In North Korea: 

●​ A massive movement of N. Korean soldiers, apparently preparing for a grand parade to mark 
the new military founding anniversary, has been captured by a commercial satellite. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK's participation in the S. Korean hosted Olympics have reportedly become a hot topic of 
conversation in the markets of Kangwon Province. (Kang Mi-jin, Daily NK) 

In South Korea:  

●​ While the international community condemns NK for its rights abuses, the launch of SK’s N. 
Korean Human Rights Foundation, which aims to serve as a central hub in supporting 
research into N. Korean human rights, investigations, and civic groups, has been held up by 
political bickering. (Kim Ji-seung, Daily NK) 

Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  
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●​ Moon hopes to engage in nuclear talks, NK, however, has insisted it won’t discuss its nuclear 
program during its ongoing talks with SK, and some experts warn that tensions could flare 
again after the Olympics. (Kim Hyung-jin, AP) 

●​ Anti-Pyongyang activists on Wed. ripped photos of KJU in the latest protests in Seoul against 
SK's outreach to NK over next month's Olympics. (AP)  

●​ S. Korean bobsleigh head coach Lee Yong on Wed. rejected a recent proposal for a joint 
Korean team for test runs at the Olympics, saying the idea would only embarrass the sport. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ Cheong Wa Dae has expressed discontent at an escalating political offensive over North 
Korea's participation in the Olympics, reiterating the need for unified efforts to successfully 
host the Games. (Kim Rahn, Korea Times) 

●​ SK's main opposition Liberty Korea Party called Wed. for NK to delay its reported plan to 
hold a military parade on the eve of the Olympics next month. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK has demanded SK apologize for "despicable conservative riff-raff" protesters who burned 
an image of KJU in Seoul. (Nick Allen,Telegraph) 

●​ N. Korean female ice hockey players will arrive in Seoul Thurs. for joint training with their S. 
Korean counterparts ahead of next month's Olympics, as part of a larger delegation that will 
inspect facilities for the Games. (Kim Bo-eun, Korea Times) 

●​ International media attention on a N. Korean musician who recently visited the South is 
enabling a N.  Korean strategy to secure more power in future negotiations. (Elizabeth Shim, 
UPI) 

●​ With more than 700 N. Koreans expected to attend the Olympics next month, the S. Korean 
government is seeking ways to give North Korean gifts or sporting equipment for the 
Olympics. without violating international sanctions. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ S. Korean businessmen are pushing for a trip to NK around the end of next month to inspect 
their facilities at the now-shuttered joint factory park in the North's border city of Kaesong, 
the head of a private task force said Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ S. Koreans have mixed feelings over NK's participation in the games, which has both raised 
hope of reconciliation on the divided peninsula and sparked outrage over what is seen as a 
disguised charm offensive meant to weaken the brunt of international sanctions. (Yonhap)  

●​ SK has agreed to NK's recent offer on the dates and venues for the North's planned art 
performances to celebrate next month's Olympics. NK's art troupe will hold performances at 
Gangneung Arts Center in Gangneung on Feb. 8 and the National Theater of Korea in Seoul 
on Feb. 11. (Yonhap) 

●​ Tax collection alone will be insufficient to fund reunification, the new state would likely need 
to take out loans and go into debt. (Daily NK) 

International:​​​  

●​ The CIA believes NK’s missile program is aimed at coercion, not just self-defense, and that 
Pyongyang’s next logical step would be to develop an arsenal of weapons and the capability 
to fire multiple missiles at the US. (David Brunnstrom, Warren Strobel, Reuters) 

●​ The Trump administration is intent on preventing NK from being able to fire multiple 
nuclear missiles at the US, apparently sketching out a new red line for the regime in 
Pyongyang. (Julian Borger, Guardian) 

●​ The CIA has a better understanding of NK’s efforts to develop nuclear missiles that can 
reliably hit targets in the US, but is still working to make up for what he described as 
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insufficient attention to the country under previous administrations. (Shane Harris, 
Washington Post) 

●​ Japan has told the UN about a N. Korean tanker spotted in the East China Sea that it suspects 
was engaged in a transfer of goods with another Dominican tanker in defiance of UN 
sanctions. (Reuters) 

●​ Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and his U.S. counterpart Rex Tillerson on Wed. and 
agreed on the need for NK to strictly comply with the demands of the U.N. Security Council. 
(Reuters) 

●​ Through Johnson's patience, apologies, and diplomacy, the crew of the Publeo returned 
home. But, one wonders if Trump possesses sufficient reserves of patience and restraint to 
cope with NK's provocation today. (Jack Cheevers, NYT) 

●​ U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis praised Vietnam on Wed. for adhering to sanctions against 
NK, saying that its leadership on the issue came despite the costs associated with lost trade. 
(Phil Stewart, James Pearson, Reuters) 

●​ NK’s recent Olympic peace offensive has reduced talk that the U.S. is preparing to give 
Pyongyang a “bloody nose” the next time it is provoked. But the controversial U.S. strategy to 
respond to continued N. Korean missile or nuclear tests with a limited military strike 
reportedly remains an option under consideration. (Brian Patten, VOA) 

●​ NK is pushing to acquire the capability to fire multiple nuclear missiles at the same time, 
increasing the threat posed to the US, the head of the CIA said Tues. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK said on Tues. it had a “powerful and reliable” nuclear deterrent to thwart any attack and 
accused the US of deploying military assets nearby under the pretext of ensuring security at 
the Olympics. (Stephanie Nebehay, Reuters) 

●​ Now is the "best time" for NK to hold dialogue with the US on its nuclear and missile 
programs, a high-ranking S. Korean diplomatic official anonymously said Wed., adding that 
the Seoul government does not oppose their bilateral talks. (Yonhap) 

●​ When analyzing the history behind the Publeo incident, it can be seen that NK acted alone 
and that Kim used it to rally N. Koreans against the external US threat in order to distract 
them from economic troubles. (Mitchell Lerner, 38 North) 

●​ National Defense Minister Song Young-moo and U.S. Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis will 
meet in Hawaii this Sat. to discuss NK’s Olympic participation and how Washington can help 
Seoul ensure a successful Olympics. (Lee Chul-jae, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Congress has proposed a bill to prohibit the government from conducting any preemptive 
strikes against NK, but it comes with a clause under which the US can launch a preemptive 
strike against NK when the attack is aimed at rescuing U.S. citizens or stopping Pyongyang 
from attacking the US and its allies. (Lee Min-hyung, Korea Times) 

●​ A U.S. Treasury official has urged officials in Hong Kong and Beijing to step up measures to 
counter N. Korean smuggling and financing, as part of Washington’s fine tuning of efforts to 
shut down Pyongyang’s nuclear program. (Kelvin Chan, AP) 
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Timeline of North Korean Military Parade Preparations; Preventing a 
Post-Collapse Crisis in North Korea: How to Avoid Famine and Mass 
Migration; US announces new sanctions over NK weapons program 

 
Top News: 
Timeline of North Korean Military Parade Preparations (38 North, 01/24/2018) 
Preventing a Post-Collapse Crisis in North Korea: How to Avoid Famine and Mass Migration (Foreign 
Affairs, 01/25/2018) 
 
*Please scroll to the bottom to view an excerpt from "Preparing a Post-Collapse Crisis in North 
Korea: How to Avoid Famine and Mass Migration"  
 
In North Korea: 
50 Years Later, USS Pueblo on Display as North Korean Prize (VOA, 01/25/2018) 
N. Korea Planning Military Event on Eve of Pyeongchang Games (NY Times, 01/25/2018) 
North’s army founding day shifted to eve of Olympics​ (Joongang Ibo, 01/24/2018) 
North Korea Tightens Security Before Major Military Parade (RFA, 01/24/2018) 
North Korea to show off military prowess on eve of PyeongChang Olympics (Korea Times, 
01/25/2018) 
North Korea trumpets 'world-level' tourist project ahead of Olympics (Reuters, 01/25/2018) 
North plans concerts in South on Feb. 8 and 11 (Joongang Ibo, 01/25/2018) 
The unchecked corruption of Chairman Pak: graft, rent-seeking, and false imprisonment (Daily NK, 
01/24/2018) 
 
In South Korea: 
Exclusive: South Korea's foreign minister says has 'all contingency scenarios' for inter-Korean talks 
(Reuters, 01/25/2018) 
Improving Inter-Korean Ties Could Strain US Alliance (VOA, 01/25/2018) 
NK soldier's defection motive under scrutiny (Korea Times, 01/25/2018) 
Moon’s approval at 59.8%, lowest since taking office (Joongang Ilbo, 01/26/2018) 
President’s birthday riles up supporters and detractors (Joongang Ibo, 01/26/2018) 
Seoul waiting for inspection results of ski resort in N.K. for joint training (Yonhap, 01/25/2018) 
South Korea Minister Says Military Option 'Unacceptable' on North Korea Crisis (NY Times, 
01/25/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: 
'Olympic option': Winter Games could be a win for Korean unity (UPI, 01/24/2018) 
Don’t mess with PyeongChang (Joongang Ilbo, 01/26/2018) 
Korean Hockey Players Arrive for Joint Olympics Practice as North Korea Calls for Unity (NY Times, 
01/24/2018) 
(2nd LD) N.K. women's ice hockey players, Olympic advance team travel to S. Korea(Yonhap, 
01/25/2018) 
N. Korea's Olympic participation opens up 'tiny' window for denuclearization talks: Ban Ki-moon 
(Yonhap, 01/25/2018) 
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(LEAD) N. Korean women's hockey players join S. Korean team for Olympic training (Yonhap, 
01/25/2018) 
N. Korean officials inspect Olympic venues in Gangneung (Yonhap, 01/25/2018) 
North, South Korea Hockey Players Team Up for Olympics (NY Times, 01/25/2018) 
North’s ice hockey players arrive (Joongang Ilbo, 01/26/2018) 
North Korea calls for reunification as hockey teams unite ahead of joint effort at Winter Olympics 
(Telegraph, 01/25/2018) 
North Korea calls for unity with South as hockey players begin Olympics training (Reuters, 
01/24/2018) 
North Korea Missile Threat Revives Talk of ‘Star Wars’ (VOA, 01/25/2018) 
North Korea sends rare announcement to all Koreans, calls for unification (Reuters, 01/24/2018) 
(2nd LD) S. Korean team returns after checking venues for joint events in N.K. (Yonhap, 01/25/2018) 
S. Korea willing to consider joint cross-country skiing team with N.K. (Yonhap, 01/25/208) 
 
International: 
China barely exports any oil products to North Korea in December: customs (Reuters, 01/25/2018) 
China Says Evidence Needed to Punish Entities Tied to NKorea (NY Times, 01/25/2018) 
Japan accuses Dominican Republic tanker of passing fuel to North Korea (Telegraph, 01/24/2018) 
(Yonhap Interview) Mexican Senate chief expresses hope for improved inter-Korean ties through 
Olympics (Yonhap, 01/25/2018) 
NBC’s Holt says he approached North Korea with eyes open (Washington Post, 01/25/2018) 
North Korean ship caught likely violating sanctions, Japan says (CNN, 01/24/2018) 
Peace and nukes don’t mix (Joongang Ilbo, 01/26/2018) 
Pro-N.K. residents in Japan getting ready to cheer N. Korean Olympic athletes (Yonhap, 01/24/2018) 
(LEAD) S. Korea's nuke envoy, U.S. Treasury official discuss pressure on N.K. (Yonhap, 01/25/2018) 
(LEAD) S. Korea, U.S. defense chiefs to meet in Hawaii Friday (Yonhap, 01/25/2018) 
Senior U.S. Treasury official visits S. Korea (Yonhap, 01/25/2018) 
Ship That Took Russian Fuel to North Korea Hit by U.S. Sanctions (NY Times, 0125/2018) 
Singaporean-owned ship defies sanctions in contacting N. Korean tanker (Yonhap, 01/25/2018) 
Tillerson stresses urgency of implementing U.N. sanctions on N.K. (Yonhap, 01/25/2018) 
Treasury targets North Korea again, sanctions illicit Chinese and Russian actors (CNN, 01/24/2018) 
Trump Administration Slaps New Sanctions on North Korea (NY Times, 01/24/2018) 
(2nd LD) U.S. announces new sanctions over N.K. weapons program (Yonhap, 01/25/2018) 
U.S. imposes more North Korea sanctions; urges China, Russia expulsions (Reuters, 01/24/2018) 
U.S. sanctions people, firms, ships for aiding N. Korean arms industry -Treasury (Reuters, 
01/24/2018) 
U.S. slaps sanctions on more entities, people (Joongang Ilbo, 01/26/2018) 
US Imposes New Sanctions on North Korea (VOA, 01/24/2018) 
US Lawmaker: Curtail US-South Korea Drills in Exchange for North's Denuclearization (VOA, 
01/25/2018) 
US official warns Hong Kong over North Korea smuggling, money laundering (CNN, 01/25/2018) 
 
Top News: 

●​ Featuring analysis from Joseph S. Bermudez Jr.: NK recently announced that to celebrate the 
founding of the KPA, a parade will be held on Feb. 8. Commercial satellite imagery has 
suggested that preparations for this military parade, a parade frequently used to showcase 
new military equipment and the latest N.Korean weapons systems, are already underway. 
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Should the parade happen as announced, there will likely be criticism from inter-Korean 
dialogue skeptics, especially as the parade coincides with the opening of the Pyeongchang 
Olympics.​ (38 North) 

●​ Written by Andrew Natsios, HRNK Co-chair Emeritus and Joonbum Bae, "Preventing a 
Post-Collapsse Crisis in North Korea" explores the potential ramifications of a post-KJU 
regime collapse in NK. (Andrew Natsios, Joonbum Bae, Foreign Policy) 

In North Korea: 

●​ Fifty years after it was seized by NK, the USS Pueblo is the only US Navy ship held captive by 
a foreign government. And though mostly forgotten in the US, the “Pueblo Incident” for NK 
remains a potent symbol of military success. (AP) 

●​ NK is preparing to stage a major event to mark the 70th anniversary of the founding of its 
military on Feb. 8—just one day before the opening ceremony of the Pyeongchang Winter 
Olympics in SK. (AP) 

●​ NK announced Tues. it would return to celebrating Feb. 8 as its army founding day and hold 
“diverse events” on the eve of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. NK did not specify what 
events it had in mind, but the news came as local military and intelligence officials said 
they’ve detected signs Pyongyang is preparing a military parade. (Lee Sung-eun, Lee 
Chul-jae, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ N.Korean authorities have initiated a special month-long security mobilization period in the 
run-up to a military parade on Feb. 8, the day before the opening of the Winter Olympics in 
SK, sources inside the country said. (Sunghui Moon, Leejin Jun, Roseanne Gerin, RFA) 

●​ NK is apparently preparing to show off its combat prowess by holding a large military parade 
on the eve of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, in a move that will revive tension in the 
thaw in inter-Korean relations. (Lee Min-hyung, Korea Times) 

●​ NK advertised a new “world-level” tourist project in coastal Kangwon province on Thurs., a 
statement that coincides with plans by Winter Olympics host SK to participate in joint 
sporting and cultural events in the area. (Josh Smith, Reuters) 

●​ A N.Korean orchestra will hold a concert on Feb. 8, the eve of the PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics, in Gangneung, Gangwon, the first time since Aug. 2002 that N.Koreans will 
perform in SK—and the first time ever outside Seoul. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ The County Party Chairman of Kimjongsuk County in Ryanggang Province, Pak Chol Ho, has 
been abusing his power to increase his own wealth in foreign currency. The vice chairman 
who had brought up the charges against Pak in Jan. 2015, lost his position after Pak 
requested a personnel change, which allowed Pak to continue to accumulate power. 
(Unification Media Group, Daily NK) 

In South Korea:  

●​ SK has prepared “all contingency scenarios” in case NK stages another weapons test even as 
the two countries hold a series of talks and mutual visits around next month’s Winter 
Olympics, SK’s foreign minister said. (Soyoung Kim, Reuters) 

●​ NK’s conciliatory message sent out Thurs. may indicate SK’s Olympic outreach is working, 
but there are concerns that improving inter-Korean relations could undermine the US 
maximum pressure strategy. (Brian Padden, VOA) 
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●​ Moon’s weekly approval rating plunged to 59.8 percent, marking the lowest since he took 
office in May 2017, as his policy to invite NK to the upcoming Winter Olympics failed to 
generate public support. (Ser Myo-ja, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ The National Intelligence Service (NIS) is reportedly looking into allegations that a N.Korean 
soldier who escaped to SK through the Joint Security Area had caused a traffic accident 
under the influence of alcohol just before the defection. (Choi Ha-young, ​Korea Times) 

●​ As Moon's birthday approached last Wed., the national divide over his policies became more 
rancorous. His supporters celebrated with a ringing endorsement of his efforts to make the 
PyeongChang Games a “peace Olympics” while his critics typed in "Pyongyang Olympics" to 
denounce the government's concessions to NK during the weeks leading up to the Games. 
(Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ SK has yet to be informed of the current state of a ski resort on NK's east coast, which will be 
used for joint skiing training by the two Koreas' non-Olympic skiers, government officials 
said Thurs. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK's foreign minister said on Thurs. the standoff over NK's nuclear programme must be 
resolved diplomatically, and she was certain Washington would consult her government first 
if a military option were to be considered. (Reuters) 

Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ Over the past few weeks, news from the Korean peninsula took a sharp turn from the 
"nuclear option" to the "Olympic option." The recent rapprochement around the Olympics is 
a step in building consensus and identity as Koreans first, and could help resolve the Korean 
division. (Kate Tsubata, UPI). 

●​ The S.Korean government must demand that Pyongyang not hold a military parade before 
the Olympics period and also explain NK's military movements to the people as the 
conservative community is already mad about NK stealing the limelight during the Olympics. 
Pyongyang could lose big if it goes ahead with a military parade on the eve of the Olympics. 
(Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ A delegation of N.Korean officials and ice hockey players crossed the heavily guarded border 
into SK on Thurs. for joint Olympics training, as Pyongyang called for all Koreans to seek 
unification of the two nations. (Reuters) 

●​ N.Korean women's ice hockey players and an advance team of sports officials arrived in SK 
Thurs. in preparation for their country's participation in next month's PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics. (Kim Soo-yeon and Joint Press Corps, Yonhap) 

●​ NK's participation in the 2018 PyeongChang Winter Olympics opens up a window of 
opportunity to resume long-suspended talks to discuss the country's denuclearization, 
former UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said Thurs. (Yonhap) 

●​ A dozen N.Korean women's hockey players joined the S.Korean team Thurs. to start 
preparing for next month's Winter Olympics together. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.Korean officials on Thurs. began their inspection of major venues of the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics to prepare for NK's participation in the games, a rare sign of reconciliation 
with SK. (Yonhap) 

●​ Female hockey players from the NK and SK were paired up with each other Thurs. to form 
their first-ever Olympic squad during next month's Pyeongchang Winter Games, as their 
countries press ahead with rare reconciliation steps following a period of nuclear tensions. 
(AP)  
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●​ Twelve women’s ice hockey athletes from NK crossed the border Thurs. to start training with 
S.Korean teammates on a joint Olympic team. Their teamwork will get a pre-Olympics test in 
a friendly match against Sweden in Incheon on Feb. 4. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ The arrival of N.Korean ice hockey players came as NK issued a statement calling for 
unification on the peninsula, in contrast with its more bellicose declarations in recent 
months following soaring tensions over its nuclear weapons programme. (Danielle 
Demetriou, Telegraph) 

●​ Early on Thurs., NK sent a rare announcement addressed to “all Koreans at home and 
abroad,” saying they should make a “breakthrough” for unification without the help of other 
countries, its state media said. (Christine Kim, Josh Smith, Reuters) 

●​ Scientists and NASA officials who spearheaded development of a space-based missile 
defense system in the 1980s are urging its revival to counter emerging nuclear threats from 
NK and other rogue states. (Martin Arostegui, VOA) 

●​ NK sent a rare announcement addressed to “all Koreans at home and abroad” on Thurs., 
saying they should make a “breakthrough” for unification without the help of other 
countries. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ An advance team of S.Korean officials returned home from NK on Thurs. after inspecting 
venues for joint events on the occasion of next month's PyeongChang Winter Olympics in 
SK. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK is willing to review the possibility of forming a joint cross-country skiing team with NK 
for next month's PyeongChang Winter Olympics, a senior official at the Korea Ski Association 
(KSA) said Thurs. (Yonhap) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ China exported no oil products to NK in Dec. except for a tiny cargo of jet fuel, data showed 
on Thurs., the latest sign that Beijing has kept up pressure on its isolated neighbor amid 
tensions over its nuclear and missile program. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ China on Thurs. promised to take action against US-sanctioned companies if it sees "solid 
evidence" they illegally helped NK, while cautioning against the imposition of foreign laws on 
Chinese citizens. (AP) 

●​ A Japanese patrol plane spotted a Dominican Republic tanker apparently transferring fuel to 
a N.Korean vessel in the East China Sea in violation of UN sanctions. (Danielle Demetriou, 
Telegraph) 

●​ Mexican Senate President Ernesto Cordero has voiced hopes that NK's participation in next 
month's PyeongChang Winter Olympics will mark a "new beginning" of cross-border ties 
long strained by its continued provocations. (Yonhap) 

●​ Despite facing criticism for presenting an air-brushed view of the N.Korean dictatorship, 
NBC News anchor Lester Holt thought positively of his trip to NK, despite being shown what 
the regime wanted him to see and operating under the assumption that everything that was 
said was being monitored. (David Bauder, AP) 

●​ Photographs taken by a Japanese spy plane show a N.Korean tanker likely violating UN 
sanctions, Japan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs said Wed. (Joshua Berlinger, Yoko Wakatsuki, 
CNN) 

●​ NK insists that peace can still be maintained even if it retains nuclear weapons. The S.Korean 
government is trying to take advantage of the Games to pave the way to dialogue and 
denuclearization of NK; however, the US is tightening its sanctions on the N.Korean regime 
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in its belief that only strong pressure on NK can change the regime. Dialogue is good, but it 
must be accompanied by resolute sanctions and peace is impossible with nuclear weapon in 
NK. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Chongryon, a pro-Pyongyang association of Korean residents in Japan, is stepping up work 
to create a cheering squad for NK athletes who will take part in SK's Winter Olympics, 
sources well-versed in the organization said Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK's nuclear envoy and a senior US Treasury official discussed cooperation in maintaining 
pressure on NK to stop its nuclear and missile development, the foreign ministry said Thurs. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ The SK and US defense chiefs will meet in Hawaii Fri. to discuss issues related to the bilateral 
alliance, including NK. (Yonhap) 

●​ A senior US Treasury official has visited SK amid Washington's announcement of enhanced 
sanctions against NK for its nuclear and missile programs, diplomatic sources said Thurs. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ The US has imposed sanctions on the Kum Um San, a vessel that Reuters revealed last year 
was delivering oil products from Russia to NK. (Reuters) 

●​ The real owner of a Dominican-flagged tanker, which was recently spotted while engaging in 
an illicit transfer of goods to a N.Korean tanker on the East China Sea, is a Singaporean 
energy company, a US broadcaster reported Thurs. (Yonhap) 

●​ US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson spoke by phone with his Russian counterpart Wed., 
stressing the urgency of implementing UN sanctions against NK, the State Department said. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ The Trump administration on Wed. targeted a swath of illicit actors in China, Russia and 
elsewhere working on behalf of the NK regime. (Donna Borak, CNN) 

●​ The Trump administration unfurled new sanctions on Wed. targeting NK and its weapons 
program, underscoring the aggressive approach that President Trump has promised to take 
against the government of KJU. (Alan Rapport, NY Times) 

●​ The US on Wed. imposed new sanctions on 9 entities including 2 Chinese firms, 16 N.Korean 
individuals, and 6 N.Korean vessels over their links to the N.Korean nuclear and ballistic 
missile programs. (Yonhap) 

●​ The US announced new sanctions on Wed aimed at stopping NK’s nuclear weapons 
development and urged China and Russia to expel N.Koreans raising funds for the programs. 
(David Brunnstrom, David Alexander, Reuters) 

●​ The US tightened its economic crackdown on NK over its nuclear arms program on Wed., 
imposing sanctions on nine entities, 16 people and six ships it accused of helping Pyongyang 
develop weapons of mass destruction. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ The US Department of the Treasury on Wed. levied new sanctions on 9 additional entities 
and 16 individuals linked to NK's nuclear and missiles program. The sanctions were slapped 
on 2 Chinese trading companies, 6 vessels, and N.Korean  representatives of companies and 
banks, mostly based in China and Russia (Sarah Kim, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ The administration of U.S. President Donald Trump imposed new sanctions Wed. aimed at 
halting NK's nuclear and missile development programs. (VOA) 

●​ The US should consider curtailing the US-SK joint military exercises held annually on the 
condition that NK agrees to give up its nuclear weapons and intercontinental ballistic 
missiles (ICBMs) that Pyongyang claims can reach the US mainland, a US lawmaker said. 
(Joeun Lee, VOA) 
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●​ Hong Kong needs to do more to combat N.Korean smuggling and money laundering in the 
city, a top US official has warned. (Joshua Berlinger, CNN) 

Excerpt from Top News Item, "Preventing a Post-Collapse Crisis in North Korea: How to Avoid 
Famine and Mass Migration" by Andrew Natsios, HRNK Co-chair Emeritus and Joonbum Bae​ 
 

●​ "If the regime of North Korean Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un was to collapse, whether from 
internal problems or external force, one of the most pressing problems facing the United 
States, China, and South Korea—as well as one of the most promising avenues for 
cooperation—would be how to respond to the resulting humanitarian crisis. A collapse of the 
regime would likely exacerbate the chronic food shortages North Koreans have endured for 
25 years and worsen the country’s problems with infectious disease and public health. This 
would in turn provoke mass population movements from North Korea into China. To prevent 
these large-scale refugee flows, the United States, China, and South Korea would need to 
work together to provide food, clean water, and basic medical treatment for the North 
Korean population." 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Jinny Ahn, HRNK Research Intern 

 

——————————————————— 

 

Friday, January 26, 2018 
 

S.K. and US to conduct joint military exercises 'normally' after 
Olympics; N.K. likely to hold 'intimidating' military parade on Feb. 8; 

S.K. Foreign Minister calls for peace efforts at Davos 
 
In North Korea: 
Captured ship is North’s propaganda prize (Joongang Ilbo, 01/26/2018) 
​Exclusive: Despite sanctions, North Korea exported coal to South and Japan via Russia-intelligence 
sources (Reuters, 01/26/2018) 
Former North Korean national athlete describes Olympic selection and training procedure (DailyNK, 
01/26/2018) 
Interesting new underground facility (nkeconwatch, 01/26/2018) 
Kim Jong Un orders war simulation training amidst 'peace Olympics' (DailyNK, 01/26/2018) 
Kim Jong Un Slush Fund ‘Running Out’ as North Korea Tests Weapons Despite Sanctions (RFA, 
01/25/2018) 
Kim Jong-un's young sister elevated to powerful position controlling North Korea state security 
(Telegraph, 01/26/2018) 
KJU and RSJ Visit Pyongyang Pharmaceutical Factory (NKleadershipwatch, 01/26/2018) 
N.K. newspaper says nuke war clouds lingering on Korean Peninsula (Yonhap, 01/26/2018) 
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In South Korea: 
(LEAD) S. Korea, U.S to conduct joint military exercises 'normally' after Olympics: Seoul (Yonhap, 
01/26/2018) 
Moon’s landing (Joongang Ilbo, 01/26/2018) 
South Korea's Moon drops in polls amid Olympic cooperation with North (UPI, 01/26/2018) 
Vice unification minister met with U.S. Treasury official over Olympics (Yonhap, 01/26/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ 
(2nd LD) N.K. likely to hold 'intimidating' military parade on Feb. 8: Seoul minister (Yonhap, 
01/26/2018) 
(2nd LD) S. Korea finds N.K. ski resort good enough for joint training (Yonhap, 01/26/2018) 
​FM calls for peace efforts at Davos (Korea Times, 01/26/2018) 
N.K. officials continue inspection of Olympics venues on 2nd day of trip (Yonhap, 01/26/2018) 
N. Korean visit Olympic venues for second day (Korea Times, 01/26/2018) 
North Korean Skaters Say They'll Treat Olympics Just Like Any Other Competition (NYT, 
01/26/2018) 
North readies ‘threatening’ parade (Joongang Ilbo, 01/26/2018) 
S. Korean foreign minister in Davos stresses PyeongChang Olympics' role in easing tensions with N. 
Korea (Yonhap, 01/26/2018) 
South offers K-pop concert for joint show at Kumgang (Joongang Ilbo, 01/26/2018) 
Teamwork at risk (Joongang Ilbo, 01/26/2018) 
Unification and its contradictions (Joongang Ilbo, 01/26/2018) 
 
International: 
(LEAD) Kissinger rejects 'freeze-for-freeze' with N. Korea (Yonhap, 01/26/2018) 
China envoy says "complex" reasons why has not been to North Korea (Reuters, 01/26/2018) 
Dominican Republic denies ship transferred goods to N.K. tanker (Yonhap, 01/26/2018) 
Hockey sisters Hannah and Marissa Brandt to represent US and Korea in PyeongChang (CNN, 
01/26/2018) 
It’s ‘complicated:’ China’s NKorea envoy on lack of visit (Washington Post, 01/26/2018) 
Kissinger, Shultz Warn of Rising Nuclear Perils (VOA, 01/25/2018) 
Mattis says a U.S. aircraft carrier is likely to visit Vietnam amid Chinese tension (Washington Post, 
01/26/2018) 
Mattis: U.S. could 'fight tonight' if S. Korea attacked (Yonhap, 01/26/2018) 
North Korea sanctions are strangling this Chinese city (CNN, 01/25/2018) 
Pentagon: U.S. not contemplating suspension of S. Korea military drills (Yonhap, 01/26/2018) 
Russia 'hub for North Korean sanctions-busting coal shipments' (Telegraph, 01/26/2018) 
Russia Says No Obligation to Comply With U.S. Sanctions on North Korea (NYT, 01/26/2018) 
Top US general warns of 'tough' North Korean ground war (CNN, 01/26/2018) 
Unease mixes with excitement as Pyeongchang awaits the world (Washington Post, 01/26/2018) 
US, South Korea to resume military exercises after Winter Olympics (CNN, 01/26/2018) 
U.S. supports inter-Korean talks on Olympics (Yonhap, 01/26/2018) 
 
In North Korea 
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●​ Fifty years after it was seized by N.K., the USS Pueblo is the only U.S. Navy ship held captive 
by a foreign government. The “Pueblo Incident’’ for N.K. remains a potent symbol of military 
success. (AP) 

●​ N.K. shipped coal to Russia last year which was then delivered to S.K. and Japan in a likely 
violation of U.N. sanctions. (Guy Faulconbridge, Jonathan Saul, Polina Nikolskaya, Reuters) 

●​ With the final announcement coming only two weeks before the opening of the games, 
former national athlete for N.K. Lee Ji Young, now living in S.K., about the Olympic selection 
and training procedure in the North. (Jang Seul Gi, DailyNK)  

●​ An underground facility seems to be constructed in an abandoned railway tunnel, 
construction of which was halted at a time that pre-dates commercial satellite imagery. 
(nkeconwatch)  

●​ An order for a new round of ideological training and combat preparation for the entire 
military was handed down by KJU on January 19. KJU is taking action to prevent a lapse in 
discipline in the midst of warming inter-Korean relations. (Kim Chae Hwan, DailyNK) 

●​ A critical slush fund controlled by KJU is nearly depleted following a series of nuclear 
weapon and missile tests, and the nation’s decision to participate in the upcoming Winter 
Olympic Games is part of a plot to bolster its failing economy. (RFA) 

●​ KJU may have put his younger sister Kim Yo-jong in charge of the pariah nation’s powerful 
state security apparatus, it has emerged. (Nicola Smith, Telegraph)  

●​ KJU and his wife Ri Sol Ju visited and inspected Pyongyang Pharmaceutical Factory. 
(NKleadershipwatch) 

●​ A N.K. newspaper said Friday that a "dark vortex of a nuclear war" is lurking on the Korean 
Peninsula, citing what it calls the U.S. hostile policy toward the regime. (Yonhap) 

In South Korea:  

●​ S.K. and the US plan to resume their delayed joint military exercises after the 2018 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics and Paralympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ Moon’s approval rating slipped below 60 percent in just two weeks. Yet his administration 
said nothing about Pyongyang’s plan of holding a massive military parade on the eve of the 
Olympics. The administration must check itself before it’s too late. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ A S.K. decision to allow N.K. and S.K. athletes to march together under a unified Korea flag at 
the opening ceremony of the 2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olympics may be costing President 
Moon support. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

●​ S.K.'s vice unification minister and a senior U.S. Treasury official have discussed inter-Korean 
ties and N.K.'s participation in the upcoming Winter Olympics. (Yonhap) 

Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ N.K. is likely to hold a military parade on an "intimidating" scale to mark the 70th founding 
anniversary of its military, one day before the opening of the Winter Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.K. officials good enough condition to host joint ski training ahead of the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha called for global support for S.K.'s efforts to ease regional 
tension through talks with N.K. in a speech at the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos, 
Switzerland. (Yi Whan-woo, Korea Times) 
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●​ N.K. officials on Friday visited PyeongChang, the host town of the 2018 Winter Games, in 
preparation for their country's landmark participation in next month's event. (Yonhap) 

●​ An eight-member N.K. delegation visited venues for the PyeongChang Winter Olympics on 
Friday, the second day of their visit. (Yi Whan-woo, Korea Times) 

●​ N.K.'s figure skating team took bronze in a competition in Taipei on Friday and opened a 
window on what life is like for sports people in the world's most isolated country as they 
head for next month's Olympics in the rich, democratic S.K. (Reuters) 

●​ N.K. is gearing up for an “extremely large-scale” military parade that will likely fall on Feb. 8, 
its army founding day and the eve of the Winter Olympics. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha used her attendance at the World Economic Forum's 
(WEF) annual meeting in Davos, Switzerland, to promote the upcoming Winter Olympics as a 
chance to ease tensions with N.K. (Yonhap) 

●​ A senior S.K. government official who visited N.K. earlier this week to examine the Mount 
Kumgang resort offered to hold a K-pop concert there for pre-Olympic celebrations. (Lee 
Sung-eun, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ The joint team cannot be changed. For the best possible outcome, both S.K. and N.K. athletes 
need to be convinced of the tough situation, and the joint team needs to meet as soon as 
possible to build their teamwork. (Nam Jeong-ho, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Unification and peaceful coexistence can be contradictory. The two Koreas must be able to 
overcome their enormous gap after living isolated from each other for over 70 years. 
(Joongang Ilbo) 

International:​​​  

●​ Former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger said he does not believe N.K. will abandon its 
nuclear weapons in exchange for a suspension of U.S. joint military exercises with S.K. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ China’s special envoy for N.K. said there were “complex” reasons why he has yet to visit the 
country, but that China’s efforts to help bring about the denuclearization of the Korean 
peninsula and foster peace were relentless and unchanged. (Philip Wen, Reuters) 

●​ The Dominican Republic denied suspicions that a Dominican tanker has transferred fuel to a 
N.K. tanker in the East China Sea in violation of U.N. sanctions. (Yonhap) 

●​ Brandt sisters will be representing different countries in the Olympics; Hannah will play for 
the US team while Marissa, who was born in S.K. but adopted when she was just 
four-months-old, will play for a unified Korea team. (Eoghan Macguire, CNN) 

●​ China’s chief envoy for N.K. affairs said the reasons he hasn’t visited Pyongyang are 
“complicated” but that China remains committed to finding a diplomatic solution to tensions 
over the North’s nuclear weapons program. (Christoper Bodeen, AP) 

●​ Two former U.S. secretaries of state on Thursday warned lawmakers of a marked rise in 
nuclear dangers stemming from N.K.'s race to develop atomic weapons and the means to 
deliver them. (Michael Bowman, VOA) 

●​ The US is finalizing plans to dock an aircraft carrier in the south of Vietnam this March, part 
of growing military cooperation between the nations and a 1,092-foot-long signal to China to 
rethink its aggressive expansion. (Alex Horton, Washington Post) 

●​ U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis has reaffirmed his country's commitment to the defense of 
S.K., saying his troops could "fight tonight" if S.K. was to come under attack. (Yonhap) 
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●​ For decades, Dandong has been a key trading hub that helped the N.K. regime cash in on 
China's spectacular economic rise. But now it's suffering due to N.K. sanctions. (Matt Rivers 
and Steven Jiang, CNN) 

●​ The US has no plans to postpone joint military exercises with S.K. beyond the end of the 
Winter Olympics and Paralympics, the Pentagon said. (Yonhap) 

●​ Russia has become a transit hub for illicit N.K. coal shipments in an apparent breach of UN 
sanctions. (Ben Farmer, Telegraph) 

●​ Russia has no obligation to carry out sanctions set by the US, including those on N.K. 
(Reuters) 

●​ The head of the US Marine Corps warned Thursday that a conflict with N.K. could involve an 
exceptionally bloody ground war. (Barbara Starr, CNN) 

●​ Just weeks before the Olympics, an unusual culture clash is taking place in Pyeongchang, and 
it’s only partly about the anticipatory jitters in this remote, mountainous region before a 
swarm of foreigners arrives. (Foster Klug, AP) 

●​ Joint military exercises involving tens of thousands of troops from the US and S.K. are set to 
resume after the 2018 Winter Olympics. (Ben Westcott, CNN) 

●​ The US supports inter-Korean talks about the Olympics but does not believe it is time to 
hold negotiations on the North's nuclear weapons program. (Yonhap) 

 
--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by James Park, HRNK Research Intern 
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Saturday, January 27, 2018 
 

N.K. slams U.S. sanctions as wild violation of international law; N.K. 
says S.K.'s military alliance with U.S. may end momentum for 

dialogue 
 
In North Korea: 
N. Korea slams U.S. sanctions as wild violation of int'l law (Yonhap, 01/27/2018) 
North Korea condemns latest U.S. sanctions (Reuters, 01/27/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ 
(LEAD) N. Korean delegation returns home after inspection visit to S. Korea (Yonhap, 01/27/2018) 
N. Korean cheering squad to support S. Korean athletes during PyeongChang Olympics (Yonhap, 
01/27/2018) 
N. Korea reports visit of S. Korean advance team for joint Olympics training (Yonhap, 01/27/2018) 
N. Korea says Seoul's military alliance with U.S. may end momentum for dialogue (Yonhap, 
01/27/2018) 
No clash of egos between coaches on joint women's hockey team: officials (Yonhap, 01/27/2018) 
North Korean officials wrap up Olympic inspection in South (Washington Post, 01/27/2018) 
Trump touts campaign to denuclearize N. Korea (Yonhap, 01/27/2018) 
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International: 
Charities see nail clippers, shovels are North Korean no-nos (Washington Post, 01/27/2018) 
In Hawaii, Mattis Praises Renewed Talks Between South, North Korea (VOA, 01/27/2018) 
Mattis Promises to 'Hold the Line' on North Korea (VOA, 01/26/2018) 
Mattis says Korea talks can’t distract from denuclearization (Washington Post, 01/26/2018) 
​U.S.'s Mattis: Diplomacy should impose reason on North Korea's Kim (Reuters, 01/27/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
 

●​ N.K. strongly condemned the US Saturday for passing its own sanctions against the North, 
calling the sanctions a clear and reckless violation of its sovereignty. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. on Saturday condemned the latest U.S. sanctions announced this week aimed at 
curbing the isolated nation’s development nuclear weapons. (Reuters) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

 
●​ An official N.K. delegation returned home Saturday after a three-day visit to inspect 

venues for the upcoming Winter Olympic Games and accommodations for a N.K. 
delegation to the event. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. cheerleaders, who are set to visit PyeongChang for the Winter Games, will support 
S.K. athletes in addition to their own Olympians. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. reported a recent visit of S.K. officials to the reclusive nation to inspect venues for the 
countries' joint cultural events and joint training sessions for their Olympic skiers. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. strongly condemned the ROK-US alliance Saturday, accusing their joint defense 
efforts of being aimed at toppling its communist regime and saying such efforts may also 
lead to an end of ongoing dialogue between the two Koreas. (Yonhap) 

●​ There has been no clash of egos between the coaches of the two Korean women's ice 
hockey teams, as their players try to get on the same page for the PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. officials wrapped up a three-day visit to S.K. where they examined Olympic stadiums, 
hotels and concert halls that will potentially be used by N.K. athletes and other delegates 
during the Olympics. (Kim Tong-Hyung, AP) 

●​ Trump praised his administration's efforts to rally international support to squeeze N.K. 
over its nuclear and ballistic missile programs. (Yonhap) 

 
International:​​​  

 
●​ Two shipping containers full of hygiene kits languish for weeks in a Chinese port, unable 

to reach N.K. (Matthew Pennington, AP) 
●​ Defense Secretary Jim Mattis praised the talks between N.K. and S.K. but said they do not 

address the overarching issues in the standoff over Pyongyang's nuclear and ballistic 
missile programs. (William Gallo, VOA) 

●​ U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis says the US will continue to "hold the line and provide 
credible military options" to diplomats working to de-escalate tensions on the Korean 
Peninsula and address Pyongyang's nuclear and missile threat. (William Gallo, VOA) 

●​ U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said that Olympics talks between two Koreas should not 
distract from the internationally agreed goal of denuclearizing the North. (AP) 

●​ U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis stressed diplomacy as the way to deal with the N.K. 
crisis on Friday during talks with his S.K. counterpart in Hawaii, a day after Seoul’s top 
diplomat said a military solution would be unacceptable. (Phil Stewart, Reuters)​ 

 
--------------------------------------- 
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3.2 magnitude-quake detected in N. Korea: weather agency; S.Korea 
pondering whether to provide N.Korea oil for cultural event; The 

effect of sanctions 
In North Korea: 
3.2 magnitude-quake detected in N. Korea: weather agency (Yonhap, 01/28/2018) 
Kim Jong Un's real Pyeongchang Olympics strategy, as told through official state media (Daily NK, 
01/27/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
Pyongyang’s fuel request puts Seoul in a quandary (Joongang Ilbo, 01/28/2018) 
South Korea pondering whether to provide North Korea oil for cultural event (UPI, 01/28/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ 
Inter-Korean Olympic events begin this week (Korea Times, 01/28/2018) 
Joint Korean women's hockey team has first practice together (Yonhap, 01/28/2018) 
Koreas try out Olympic diplomacy at North Korean ski resort (Washington Post, 01/28/2018) 
North Korea: U.S. is trying to ruin inter-Korean relations (UPI, 01/28/2018) 
Pandering to Pyongyang (Joongang Ilbo, 01/29/2018) 
The effect of sanctions (Joongang Ilbo, 01/28/2018) 
 
International: 
Defense chiefs confer at meeting in Honolulu (Joongang Ilbo, 01/28/2018) 
Made in North Korea – a unique glimpse of life inside a closed society (The Guardian, 01/27/2018) 
S. Korea, U.S. defense chiefs reaffirm 'no wedge' in alliance (Yonhap, 01/28/2018) 
(LEAD) (Yonhap Interview) Schroeder voices support for inter-Korean talks (Yonhap, 01/28/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 

●​ A 3.2 magnitude earthquake was detected in NK on Sun., Seoul's weather agency said. The 
tremor occurred at 8:07 p.m. and the depth at its epicenter was six kilometers, according 
to the Korea Meteorological Administration (KMA). (Yonhap) 

●​ NK state media often provides hints as to the true intentions behind the NK's participation 
in the Pyeongchang Olympics. Following KJU's New Year's address, there was a 
considerable lack of further information on NK’s participation, but after staying quiet on 
the matter for nearly 20 days, the state-run Rodong Sinmun ran a story on Jan. 18. (uJung 
Kyo Jin, Daily NK) 

 
In South Korea: 
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●​ The government is agonizing over whether it should send refined petroleum products to 
North Korea for upcoming joint cultural events in the midst of tough international 
sanctions over Pyongyang’s missile tests, officials said Sunday. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK is considering a move to ship refined petroleum to NK to power an inter-Korean 
cultural event next week as "the North's oil supplies aren't in good condition." However, 
there has been criticism that such a decision would "go against the flow of international 
sanctions on Pyongyang." (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ Joint events hosted by NK and SK, including the inter-Korean ski training at Masikryong 
resort in NK and the inter-Korean cultural at Mount Geumgang, will begin this week 
ahead of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics to be held next week, according to related 
ministries, Sun. (Kim Bo-eun, Korea Times) 

●​ The joint Korean women's ice hockey team had their first practice session together Sun. It 
consists of 35 players, with 12 N.Koreans joining 23 S.Koreans, following the recent 
inter-Korean agreement and the IOC's stamp of approval granting extra roster spots for 
the Korean team. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK’s only luxury ski resort is getting a taste of the Olympic spotlight, having been chosen 
to host joint training for N. and S. Korean skiers ahead of the Games’ Feb. 9 opening date 
in SK. It has become something of a symbol of a budding detente between the two Koreas 
after a year of particularly high tensions over the NK's nuclear weapons and long-range 
missile tests. (Eric Talmadge, AP) 

●​ NK has accused the US of devising ways to "intentionally" harm inter-Korean relations, 
accusing the US of "creating instability in an intentional and calculated manner at a time 
when the world is welcoming dialogue between the North and South." (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ Despite a warning fro the US Defense secretary James Mattis that ongoing inter-Korean 
talks for the North's participation in the Pyeongchang Games should not hamper the 
international goal of denuclearizing NK, the SK government is keeping a low profile on the 
delayed joint military exercises, citing the need to not provoke NK amid eased tension in 
the lead up to the Games. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ To change the NK's course permanently, the S.Korean government must not pollute its NK 
policy as part of an ideological battle. Rather, it must understand the North through an 
objective analysis through the data that suggests the ultimate effects of the sanctions. 
(Kim Byung-yeon, Joongang Ilbo) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ A top US defense official warned Fri. that talks between the two Koreas on the Olympic 
Games must not disrupt the international campaign to pressure the North to give up its 
nuclear arms. (See Myo-ja, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Glimpses of normal life in NK, something few outsiders ever sample, are to go on show in a 
London exhibition next month, including many items on display for the first time outside 
the communist republic. (Vanessa Thrope, The Guardian) 

●​ The defense chiefs of SK and the US have reaffirmed that NK will not succeed in driving a 
wedge in the bilateral alliance, the Pentagon said Sat., addressing concerns that NK could 
be seeking to weaken the SK-US alliance through its recent talks with SK. (Yonhap) 

●​ Former German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder has voiced strong support for the recently 
resumed inter-Korean dialogue, saying talks between the two Koreas should be pursued 
under any circumstances. (Yonhap) 
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Monday, January 29, 2018 
 

NK cancels joint performance with SK, blames South media: Seoul; 
Influenza A kills 4 in North Korea: Red Cross 

In North Korea: 
Influenza A kills 4 in North Korea: Red Cross (Yonhap, 01/29/2018) 
Kim Jong-un's 'inheritance dwindling' after expensive missile tests and vanity projects (Telegraph, 
01/29/2018) 
N. Korean newspaper warns of danger of game addiction (Yonhap, 01/28/2018) 
North Korean paralympians used for propaganda (Daily NK, 01/29/2018) 
Pak Pong Ju Inspects C1 Chemical Industry Construction Site (NK Leadership Watch, 01/28/2018) 
Seoul: North Korea mobilizes 50,000 for upcoming military parade (UPI, 01/29/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
S. Korea's foreign ministry to beef up email security (Yonhap, 01/29/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
A missed opportunity to promote peace : South Korean orchestras will not perform with North for 
Winter Games (Joongang Ilbo, 01/29/2018) 
Bad politics stands in way of sports (Korea Times, 01/29/2018) 
Communication is key (Joongang Ilbo, 01/29/2018) 
(2nd LD) Defense chief says N. Korea's use of nuke would be 'suicidal (Yonhap, 01/29/2018) 
Korean Women’s Ice Hockey Teams Unite Before 2018 Winter Olympics (VOA, 01/29/2018) 
Koreas Try Out Olympic Diplomacy at North Korean Ski Resort (NYT, 01/29/2018) 
North Korea cancels joint performance with South Korea, blames South media: Seoul (Reuters, 
01/29/2018) 
Olympic Dreams of a United Korea? Many in South Say, ‘No, Thanks’ (NYT, 01/29/2018) 
(LEAD) S. Korea to use chartered flight for ski training with N.K. ​(Yonhap, 01/29/2018) 
S. Korean military expects 'similar pattern' of N. Korea's military parade ​(Yonhap, 01/28/2018) 
South Korean skiers to spend 2 days in the North this week (Joongang Ilbo, 01/29/2018) 
 
International: 
A demand too far (Joongang Ilbo, 01/29/2018) 
Aid groups feel heat as sanctions on North Korea intensify (Washington Post, 01/29/2018) 
Lessons from Lee Kuan Yew (Joongang Ilbo, 01/29/2018) 
N. Korea most important midterm issue for Republicans: poll (Yonhap, 01/28/2018) 
Police Witness: Kim Jong Nam Met American Before His Murder (NYT, 01/29/2018) 
Trump not likely to provoke N. Korea in State of the Union speech (Yonhap, 01/28/2018) 
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In North Korea: 

●​ 4 people have died and more than 81,000 have been infected with Influenza A (H1N1) virus 
in NK since last month, according to a report from the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). (Yonhap) 

●​ Two Chinese sources with connections to N. Korean government officials said that KJU 
has been exhausting his inheritance on a series of missile and nuclear tests, and 
extravagant vanity projects. (Nicola Smith, Telegraph) 

●​ The official newspaper of NK's ruling party on Mon. warned of the danger of game 
addiction across the world. (Yonhap) 

●​ There is a renewed focus on the environment for people living with disabilities in NK, but 
observers are questioning whether or not conditions for the disabled are improving. (Seol 
Song-ah, Daily NK) 

●​ DPRK state media reported on January 25, 2018 that State Affairs Commission vice chair 
and Premier Pak Pong Ju inspected the C1 chemical industry construction site. (NK 
Leadership Watch) 

●​ NK appears to have mobilized tens of thousands of troops and civilians for a massive 
military parade next week, S. Korean officials said Mon. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

In South Korea: 

●​ SK's foreign ministry, one of the government agencies that is most targeted by hackers, 
often from NK. is to introduce an enhanced email verification feature this week to counter 
growing threats of hacking, sources said Mon. (Yonhap) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ The Korean government recently confirmed that the N. Korean Samjiyon Orchestra will 
hold two solo concerts on Feb. 8 and Feb. 11, letting down many S. Koreans, especially 
musicians, who expected a scene of peace and harmony through a joint orchestra. (Yim 
Seung-hye, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Nobody has stopped NK's athletes from competing fairly and equally like the athletes on 
other national teams. But many ask: Is this the moral way for the two Koreas to form an 
integrated team? Is this good sportsmanship? (Park Hyong-ki, Korea Times) 

●​ S. and N. Korean players should display consideration, concession and communication for 
better harmony and the SK. must continue to support the women's team after the 
Olympics. (Hyun Jung-hwa, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ S. Korean Defense Minister Song Young-moo voiced doubt Monday that NK will use its 
nuclear weapons, saying that such an act would be "suicidal." (Yonhap) 

●​ The N. Korean women’s ice hockey team is in SK to prepare for the Olympics. The 2 
governments reached an agreement to play together wearing the same jerseys and march 
under a unified peninsula flag. (Arash Arabasadi, VOA) 

●​ NK's Masik Pass ski resort, a popular stop for tourists, will be the site of the joint training 
for N. and S. Korean skiers, and is gaining international attention for it. (AP) 
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●​ NK has canceled a joint cultural performance with SK scheduled for Feb. 4 blaming S. 
Korean media for encouraging “insulting” public sentiment regarding the North, SK’s 
unification ministry said on Mon. (Christine Kim, Reuters) 

●​ The Koreas are cooperating in unheard-of ways, including their first joint Olympic team. 
But S. Koreans, especially younger ones, are far less interested in reconciliation, to say 
nothing of reunification. (Choe Sang-hun, NYT) 

●​ SK will use a chartered plane to fly its skiers to NK for joint training and will not pay the 
airport fee to the North, as such a payment would violate international sanctions, Seoul 
officials said Mon. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK is likely to stage a major military parade next month similar to the previous one in 
April last year to mark the birth anniversary of late founding leader Kim Il-sung. , South 
Korean defense authorities said Mon. (Yonhap) 

●​ A team of S. Korean skiers will take a chartered plane to NK’s Kalma Airport in Wonsan, 
Kangwon Province this week to train with N. Korean athletes at the Masikryong Ski Resort, 
the Unification Ministry announced Mon. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Ilbo) 

International:​​​  

●​ The Moon administration is considering the idea of supplying diesel oil to help NK supply 
electricity for a joint performance between the two Koreas, breaking US and UN 
sanctions, risks alienating the US, an important ally. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ As sanctions on NK intensify, the few aid groups operating in NK are facing sometimes 
bewildering economic restrictions and bureaucratic hurdles that could cripple life-saving 
work. (Matthew Pennington, AP) 

●​ SK needs to follow the example of Singaporean PM Lee Kuan Yew, and decisively become a 
mediator to facilitate discussion between the US and NK. (Ko Soo-suk, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Republican voters in the US are most interested in hearing congressional candidates talk 
about the situation with NK during this year's midterm elections, according to a recent 
poll. (Yonhap) 

●​ A police witness said Mon. that Kim Jong-nam met with an unidentified Korean American 
man on a Malaysian resort island four days before he was murdered, as the trial of 2 
women accused of killing him resumed. (AP) 

●​ Trump is likely to refrain from using provocative language to address NK's nuclear and 
missile threats in his first State of the Union address this week, according to a senior U.S. 
government official. (Yonhap) 

-------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Emma Stubblefield, HRNK Research Intern 
 

——————————————————— 
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N.K. cancels joint cultural performance with S.K.; Refugees From 11 
Countries Will Face Extra Screening in the US; S.K. pressing ahead 

with joint ski training in N.K. amid uncertainty 
In North Korea: 
60,000 North Korean children may starve, sanctions slow aid: UNICEF (Reuters, 01/30/2018) 
Authorities initiate nationwide crackdown on Chinese products in the markets (DailyNK, 
01/30/2018) 
Defectors: North Koreans train in extreme cold for upcoming military parade (UPI, 01/30/2018) 
Is North Korea scaling back winter exercises because it lacks fuel and food? (nkeconwatch, 
01/30/2018) 
N.K. stepping up preparations for military parade: report (Yonhap, 01/30/2018) 
N. Korean diplomat accuses White House of seeking confrontation at the Olympics (Washington 
Post, 01/30/2018) 
North feels the pain of sanctions, says report (Joongang Ilbo, 01/30/2018) 
North Korea has stepped up executions, says top US commander (Telegraph, 01/30/2018) 
North Korea places Hyon Song Wol in inspection team as distraction (DailyNK, 01/30/2018) 
North Korea producing garments at closed inter-Korean industrial park: report (Yonhap, 
01/30/2018) 
North Korea’s push for ski resorts reveals its hopes for a life after isolation (Washington Post, 
01/30/2018) 
North Korea’s Solid-propellant Rocket Engine Production Infrastructure: The No. 17 Factory in 
Hamhung (38 North, 01/30/2018) 
Report: North Korea selling clothes made from Kaesong Industrial Complex (UPI, 01/30/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
IOC president arrives, eager to get started (Joongang Ilbo, 01/30/2018) 
Seoul to continue preparations for inter-Korean ski training (UPI, 01/30/2018) 
S. Korean nuke envoy to leave for Russia for discussion on N.K. issues (Yonhap, 01/30/2018) 
With Olympics set to begin, South Korea is still working to eradicate the avian flu (Washington Post, 
01/29/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
(LEAD) S. Korea pressing ahead with joint ski training in N.K. amid uncertainty (Yonhap, 01/30/2018) 
(LEAD) S. Korean nuke envoy to leave for Russia for discussion on N.K. issues (Yonhap, 01/30/2018) 
(3rd LD) N. Korea calls off joint Olympic event at Mount Kumgang: Seoul (Yonhap, 01/30/2018) 
Defectors Torn by North Korean Olympic Charm Offensive (VOA, 01/30/2018) 
Koreas to have hectic joint training sessions ahead of Olympics (Korea Times, 01/29/2018) 
North Korea calls off joint cultural event with South (Korea Times, 01/29/2018) 
North Korea Cancels Pre-Olympic Event, Blaming South Korean Media (NYT, 01/29/2018) 
North Korea cancels joint performance with South Korea, blames South media: Seoul (Reuters, 
01/30/2018) 
North Korea cancels joint cultural performance with South (BBC, 01/30/2018) 
North Korea Cancels Joint Cultural Performance with South Korea (VOA, 01/29/2018) 
North Korea's cancellation overshadows future talks (Korea Times, 01/30/2018) 
North pulls out of joint performance at Mt. Kumgang (Joongang Ilbo, 01/30/2018) 
North, South Korea Hit by Flu Outbreaks Ahead of Olympics (VOA, 01/29/2018) 
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Rekindle the dialogue (Joongang Ilbo, 01/30/2018) 
Seoul: North Korea cancels pre-Olympic joint cultural event (Washington Post, 01/30/2018) 
Skepticism grows over dialogue with NK (Korea Times, 1/30/2018) 
South Korea says still pushing forward on other projects with North Korea (Reuters, 01/30/2018) 
Stop pandering to Pyongyang (Joongang Ilbo, 01/30/2018) 
Two Koreas' ice hockey team struggles with language gap as detente stalls between North and South 
(Telegraph, 01/30/2018) 
 
International: 
(LEAD) N.K. ambassador to China makes first public appearance in two months (Yonhap, 01/30/2018) 
Alleged Kim Jong Nam killer was hired for 'Japanese prank show' (CNN, 01/30/2018) 
Angola ends contracts with N.K. builder, orders workers to leave (Yonhap, 01/30/2018) 
Kim Jong Nam met mystery American days before he was murdered (CNN, 01/29/2018) 
Kim Jong-un's brother 'met US agent' days before VX nerve agent attack (Telegraph, 01/30/2018) 
New Scrutiny Coming for Refugees From 11 "High-Risk" Nations (NYT, 01/30/2018) 
N. Korea 'spooked' by Trump's threats of military strike: ex-CIA official (Yonhap, 01/30/2018) 
Top U.S. Air Force officials vow 'extended deterrence' for S. Korea (Yonhap, 01/30/2018) 
U.S. general says North Korea not demonstrated all components of ICBM (Reuters, 01/30/2018) 
US increases vetting and resumes processing of refugees from 'high-risk' countries (CNN, 
01/30/2018) 
US: Refugees From 11 Countries Will Face Extra Screening (VOA, 01/29/2018) 
Vladimir Putin calls US potential sanctions list an 'unfriendly act' (Telegraph, 01/30/2018) 
White House says there’s no need for new Russia sanctions (Washington Post, 01/30/2018) 
Witness: Kim Jong Nam Met With an American Days Before Assassination (VOA, 01/29/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 

●​ An estimated 60,000 children face potential starvation in N.K., where international 
sanctions are exacerbating the situation by slowing aid deliveries, UNICEF said on 
Tuesday. (Stephanie Nebehay, Reuters) 

●​ The N.K. authorities have reportedly begun a nationwide crackdown on Chinese products 
in the country's markets. The unprecedented change now puts them in the same category 
as S.K. products, which are illegal to buy and sell. (Kang Mi Jin, Kim Sung Il, DailyNK) 

●​ North Koreans would have to endure more than ten hours of outdoor rehearsals every day 
for the regime's upcoming military parade. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ Much has been made of N.K.’s apparent decision to scale back its annual winter military 
exercises. Some have concluded it’s a sign that sanctions are working as the army lacks 
both fuel and food. (Benjamin Katzeff Silberstein, nkeconwatch) 

●​ Fully-dressed preparations for a grand military parade to mark the new founding 
anniversary of N.K.'s military have been spotted at Kim Il-sung Square in Pyongyang by a 
commercial satellite. (Yonhap) 

●​ A N.K. official this week accused the White House of advocating for a “confrontation at the 
sacred place of Olympic Games” in S.K. next month. (Jenna Johnson, Washington Post) 

●​ Global sanctions are expected to take a toll on the N.K. economy, particularly since China 
has been more strict, which could lead to political unrest. (Lee Ho-jeong, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ N.K. has stepped up its executions, the top commander of US troops on the Korean 
Peninsula said on Monday, amid increasing strain on the its military from international 
economic sanctions. (Nicola Smith, Telegraph) 
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●​ The N.K. authorities have recently ordered cadres to attend lectures focused on explaining 
and celebrating the strategy behind the recent decision to send Hyon Song Wol to 
high-level Olympics talks and an inspection mission to S.K. (Lee Sang Yong, DailyNK)  

●​ N.K. is covertly producing garments at a shuttered inter-Korean industrial park and 
distributing them in its local markets. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. spent much of the past year pursuing new long-range missiles and nuclear bombs. 
But in the coming weeks, Pyongyang will be proudly displaying a very different program: 
its luxurious ski resorts. (Adam Taylor, Washington Post) 

●​ While a number of potential production facilities have been identified in N.K., the No. 17 
Explosives Factory and its branch factories have been identified as being the most 
probable site for the manufacture of solid-propellant rocket engines. (38 North) 

●​ N.K. appears to be running clothing factories in Kaesong Industrial Complex, an 
inter-Korean zone that was supposed to have shut down two years ago. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

In South Korea: 

●​ IOC President Thomas Bach arrived in S.K. on Tuesday to inspect preparations the 
upcoming PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Seoul will continue to prepare for a joint training session of S.K. and N.K. skiers, despite 
the North abruptly calling off an inter-Korean cultural event. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ S.K.'s top nuclear envoy will travel to Russia this week to discuss cooperation in dealing 
with N.K.'s nuclear and missile ambitions. (Yonhap) 

●​ With the PyeongChang Winter Olympics set to begin on Feb. 9, S.K. confirmed the 
presence of a highly pathogenic strain of the H5N6 avian influenza virus at two chicken 
farms south of Seoul. (Matt Bonesteel, Washington Post) 

Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ S.K. is preparing for joint skiing training with N.K. at a ski resort in the North as earlier 
agreed, as Pyongyang has not said anything unusual following its cancellation of a planned 
cultural event. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.K.'s top nuclear envoy will travel to Russia this week to discuss cooperation in dealing with 
N.K.'s nuclear and missile ambitions. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. has called off a joint cultural event scheduled to be held in its country to celebrate the 
upcoming Winter Olympic Games in S.K. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. defectors are voicing concern that the North’s Olympic delegation featuring its “army of 
beauties” will score deceptive propaganda points. (Brian Padden, Kim Hyunjin, VOA) 

●​ The two Koreas will engage in hectic sports and cultural exchanges in the lead-up to the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Choi Ha-young, Korea Times) 

●​ N.K. abruptly called off a joint cultural event with S.K. artists ahead of the forthcoming 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics, blaming Seoul's media for encouraging "insulting" public 
sentiment regarding the North. (Park Si-soo, Korea Times) 

●​ N.K. canceled a joint cultural event it had planned to hold with S.K. early next month, 
blaming "insulting" S.K. news media coverage of its participation in the Olympics. (Choe 
Sang-hun, NYT)  

●​ N.K. has canceled a joint cultural performance with S.K. scheduled for Feb. 4 blaming S.K. 
media for encouraging “insulting” public sentiment regarding the North. (Christine Kim, 
Reuters) 
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●​ N.K. has abruptly cancelled a cultural event scheduled to be held jointly with the S.K., 
blaming "biased" and "insulting" media coverage in the South. (BBC) 

●​ N.K. has cancelled a joint cultural performance with the South planned ahead of the winter 
Olympic Games. (VOA) 

●​ The government is taking a cautious stance on N.K.'s sudden cancellation of a joint cultural 
event, being wary of the possible negative impact the North's decision may have on the 
future inter-Korean exchange programs for the Olympics. (Kim Bo-eun, Korea Times)  

●​ N.K. is no longer taking part in the joint cultural event both countries had agreed to hold at 
Mount Kumgang and blamed S.K. for insulting its sincerity regarding the Winter Olympics 
and taking issue with an internal celebration. (Lee Sung-eun, Lee Chul-jae, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ N.K. and S.K. are reporting outbreaks of different strains of influenza, less than two weeks 
before thousands of visitors from around the world arrive for the 2018 PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics in the South. (Brian Padden Kim Hyunjin, VOA) 

●​ N.K.’s nuclear program is the biggest threat for S.K. Rather than waiting for what the US and 
N.K. have to say, S.K. needs to rekindle the dialogue at the PyeongChang Olympics. (Kim 
Sung-tak, Joongang Ilbo)  

●​ N.K. sent a message saying it won’t hold a joint cultural event at the North’s Diamond 
Mountain on Feb. 4, which was one of two pre-Olympic events in N.K. the countries had 
agreed to. (Hyung-Jin Kim, AP) 

●​ N.K.'s sudden cancellation of a joint inter-Korean cultural event at Mount Geumgang has 
again brought concerns about the effectiveness of holding dialogue with the unpredictable 
KJU regime. (Kim Rahn, Korea Times)  

●​ S.K. will go ahead with other Winter Olympics projects with N.K. despite Pyongyang calling 
off a joint cultural performance that was less than a week away. (Christine Kim, Reuters) 

●​ S.K. wants to draw a dialogue between N.K. and US through inter-Korean talks, but it only 
created a schism in the alliance. S.K. government must deal with N.K. confidently. If not, it 
will have to succumb to its unreasonable demands constantly. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ The two Koreas' united women's ice hockey team is in danger of falling flat on its face 
because the players cannot understand each other. (Julian Ryall, Telegraph) 

 

International:​​​  

●​ N.K.'s ambassador to Beijing attended a New Year's reception that China's foreign minister 
hosted for foreign diplomats Tuesday, his first public appearance in about two months. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ One of the two women accused of murdering KJN, the exiled brother of KJU, was hired to 
take part in a Japanese prank show in the weeks prior to his death. (Ben Westcott and King 
Chai Woon, CNN) 

●​ Angola has terminated all its contracts with a N.K. construction company and asked its 
workers to leave the country in line with UNSC sanctions on Pyongyang. (Yonhap) 

●​ Kim Jong Nam, the elder half-brother of KJU, met with an American man five days before he 
was murdered, a court in Malaysia heard Monday. (Sandi Sidhu and Hilary Clarke, CNN) 

●​ Kim Jong-nam, the half-brother of KJU, reportedly met with an American intelligence agent 
just days before he was killed. (Julian Ryall, Telegraph) 

●​ The Trump administration said that it is resuming the admission of refugees from 11 
countries including N.K. with additional screening. (Miriam Jordan, NYT) 
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●​ N.K. appears to have reached out to S.K. after being "spooked" by President Trump's threats 
of a military strike, a former CIA official said. (Yonhap) 

●​ U.S. Secretary of the Air Force Heather Wilson assured S.K. on Tuesday of an extended 
deterrence commitment, during a meeting with a top defense official here. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K.’s nuclear program has made some strides in recent months but the country has not yet 
demonstrated all the components of an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), including a 
survivable re-entry vehicle. (Reuters) 

●​ The Trump administration announced new security screening measures meant to further vet 
refugees applying to enter the US from certain high-risk countries, including N.K. (Laura 
Koran and Tal Kopan, CNN) 

●​ The Trump administration is hardening refugee admissions to the US by looking deeper into 
the background of applicants from 11 “high-risk” countries, including N.K. (Victoria Macchi, 
VOA) 

●​ Vladimir Putin said on Tuesday the release of a U.S. list of Russian businessmen close to the 
Kremlin was an unfriendly act, but Moscow did not currently plan to retaliate. (Reuters) 

●​ The Trump administration, under fire from lawmakers for not punishing Moscow over 
election meddling, said it will not implement Russia-related sanctions mandated by Congress 
last year because the threat itself is acting as a “deterrent.” (Carol Morello, Washington Post) 

●​ The half brother of KJU met with an unidentified American in Malaysia four days before he 
was assassinated, a police official told a court hearing Monday. (VOA) 

--------------------------------------- 

Prepared by James Park, HRNK Research Intern 
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In State of the Union, Trump Goes Where Kim Jong Un Fears Most; 
NGO Committee | will the UN benefit from full participation of NGOs 

expert on North Korea? 
Top News: 
In State of the Union, Trump Goes Where Kim Jong Un Fears Most (Daily Beast, 01/31/2018) 
(Gordon Chang, Daily Beast) 
NGO Committee | will the UN benefit from full participation of NGOs expert on North Korea? (ISHR, 
01/31/2018) 
The Uncrushable Courage of Ji Seong-Ho (NED, 11/23/2017) 
 
In North Korea: 
Even Party officials put to work in North Korea's manure marathon (DailyNK, 01/31/2018) 
N.K. lacks accessible infrastructure for disabled persons: expert (Yonhap, 01/31/2018) 
Tens of thousands mobilized for Wonsan beach tourist project (DailyNK, 01/31/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
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South Korea sends athletes for joint training at North Korean ski resort (Reuters, 01/30/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
Inter-Korean ski training still up in the air: official (Yonhap, 01/31/2018) 
(Olympics) Koreas to hold four joint taekwondo events to celebrate Olympics (Yonhap, 01/31/2018) 
Pro-N. Korean newspaper warns of 'Olympics of confrontation' (Yonhap, 01/31/2018) 
(5th LD) N. Korean Olympic athletes to use S. Korean plane to travel to PyeongChang (Yonhap, 
01/31/2018) 
Over 20 pct of N.K. defectors have thought about returning to North: survey (Yonhap, 01/31/2018) 
(EDITORIAL from Korea Times on Jan. 31) Pyongyang should do its part for 'Peace Olympics' (Yonhap, 
01/31/2018) 
(3rd LD) S. Korean skiers visit N. Korea for joint training​ (Yonhap, 01/31/2018) 
Skiers train at Masikryong (Korea Times, 01/31/2018) 
 
International: 
Ambassador candidate dropped over stark warning on North Korea (CNN, 01/30/2018) 
Analysts Say Trump Comments Bad News for North Korea (NYT, 01/31/2018) 
Crutches, Tears Humanize North Korean Threat in Trump Speech (NYT, 01/31/2018) 
Ending North Korea oil supplies would be seen as act of war, says Russia (Reuters, 01/31/2018) 
Ji Seong-ho: North Korean defector praised by Donald Trump (The Guardian, 01/31/2018) 
North Korea accuses US of rights violations against its own people in 'white paper' (Telegraph, 
01/31/2018) 
North Korea Hits Back at U.S., Calls Trump Administration 'Racist' (NYT, 01/31/2018) 
North Korea Paid Kim Murder Suspect for Pranks, Malaysian Investigator Testifies (RFA, 01/31/2018) 
North Korea to parade dozens of long-range missiles before Winter Olympics (CNN, 01/31/2018) 
North Korean defector attends State of the Union (CNN, 01/30/2018) 
North Korean Defector, Honored by Trump, Has a Remarkable Escape Story (NYT, 01/31/2018) 
President Trump talked tough on North Korea in the State of the Union. Here’s where things stand. 
(Washington Post, 01/31/2018) 
Russia to send home tens of thousands of North Korean laborers (UPI, 01/31/2018) 
Russia's ambassador: Oil deliveries to N.Korea should not stop -RIA (Reuters, 01/31/2018) 
Russian envoy has never made direct contact with N.K. leader: report (Yonhap, 01/31/2018) 
S. Korea wins U.S. sanctions exemption to fly its skiers to N. Korea (Yonhap, 01/31/2018) 
Senior diplomat discusses N.K., alliance in meetings with U.S. officials​ (Yonhap, 01/31/2018) 
Skiers get clearance to take off for Masikryong (Joongang Ilbo, 01/31/2018) 
Source: Trump to give 'eye-opening' remarks on North Korea (CNN, 01/30/2018) 
Taiwan Citizens Accused of Violating U.N. Sanctions on North Korea (NYT, 01/31/2018) 
The Latest: Japan Praises Trump for Pressuring North Korea (NYT, 01/31/2018) 
Trump calls N. Korean leadership 'depraved'; nuke missile threat to US looms 'very soon' (Korea 
Times, 01/31/2018) 
Trump calls Pyongyang a clear, present danger (Joongang Ilbo, 01/31/2018) 
Trump Condemns “Depraved” North Korea In State of the Union (VOA, 01/31/2018) 
Trump pushes hardline immigration policies even as he urges unity (Reuters, 01/30/2018) 
(LEAD) Trump says N.K. nukes could 'very soon' threaten U.S. (Yonhap, 01/31/2018) 
Trump warns Americans of nuclear threat from 'depraved' North Korea (Reuters, 01/30/2018) 
U.S. reaffirms close coordination with S. Korea over N.K. participation in Olympics (Yonhap, 
01/31/2018) 
US serious about precision strike on N. Korea (Korea Times, 01/31/2018) 
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Victor Cha: Giving North Korea a ‘bloody nose’ carries a huge risk to Americans (Washington Post, 
01/31/2018) 
Victor Cha no longer being considered for ambassador to Seoul (Joongang Ilbo, 01/31/2018) 
Victor Cha opposes military strike against N.K. (Yonhap, 01/31/2018) 
White House 'Embarrassed' By NBC's Pre-Olympic Coverage from North Korea (VOA, 01/30/2018) 
 
Top News: 

●​ HRNK Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu on last night's State of the Union: "This is an 
historic event. The presence of the Warmbier family and disabled North Korean escapee 
activist Ji Seong-ho clearly signals that North Korean human rights is at the top of the 
Trump administration’s agenda.The message sent to the Moon Jae-in government in South 
Korea is clear: Protect and support North Korean escapees and groups working to 
improve the North Korean human-rights situation, give North Korean escapees a voice, do 
not muffle them.” (Gordon Chang, Daily Beast) 

●​ HRNK's application for consultative status with the NGO Committee, after having 
repeatedly been deferred since May 2016, will be considered once again at tomorrow's 
session. (ISHR) 

●​ Starvation, loss of limbs, government persecution, near drowning – any of these would 
have stopped most people, but not Ji Seong-ho, a North Korean activist and NED grantee 
who was recognized by Trump during last night's State of the Union, calling his story "“a 
testament to the yearning of every human soul to live in freedom." (NED) 

In North Korea: 

●​ Every year, NK mobilizes its population to contribute manure to the state. As part efforts 
to counter the country’s chronic shortages, the policy is a combination of forced labor and 
taxation. This year, the authorities have put both ordinary residents and workers 
associated with the Party and judicial agencies to work. (Kang Mi Jin, DailyNK) 

●​ The U.N. Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities, Catalina 
Devandas-Aguilar, has pointed out the inadequacy of infrastructure for persons with 
disabilities in NK, a U.S. broadcaster reported Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ N. Korean authorities are mobilizing ordinary citizens and military conscripts alike in a 
push to accelerate construction of the "Wonsan Kalma Shore Tourist Zone." Inside sources 
report that the authorities have conveyed their intentions to complete the project before 
the July 27 "Victory Day" holiday. (Lee Sang Yong, Daily NK) 

In South Korea: 

●​ SK will begin a joint training program at the Masikryong ski resort in NK on Wed. as had 
been initially planned, the South’s Ministry of Unification said, with a 45-person delegation 
engaging in a two-day trip. (Christine Kim, Reuters) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ An agreed-upon ski training of S. and N. Korean skiers is still in limbo amid concerns 
about a possible negative impact on U.S.-led sanctions on the nuclear-armed communist 
nation, an official here said Wed. (Yonhap) 
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●​ The two Koreas will hold a total of 4 joint taekwondo demonstrations in the South to 
celebrate the first Winter Olympics in South Korea next month, organizers said Wed. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ A pro-N. Korean newspaper in Japan said Wed. Pyongyang's recent cancellation of a joint 
Olympic celebration with Seoul is a warning against conservative media and politicians in 
the South over their "reckless remarks" against its planned army anniversary event. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ 10 N.Korean Olympic athletes will board a S. Korean chartered airplane on Thurs. when it 
carries a S. Korean delegation home after two days of joint ski training in the North ahead 
of the Olympics, according to S. Korean pool reporters on Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ More than 20% of N. Korean defectors who resettled in SK said they have thought about 
returning to their country of origin, a survey showed on Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ The Olympics are less than 10 days away and NK is making last-minute preparations 
harder by issuing abrupt changes to the inter-Korean agreement on cultural exchanges for 
Pyeongchang eached earlier this month. (Korea Times) 

●​ Two dozen S. Korean skiers began a two-day trip to NK on Wed. for a joint training, 
keeping alive the mood of inter-Korean cooperation ahead of the Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ Skiers from the two Koreas began a 2-day joint training at the North's Masikryong Ski 
Resort ahead of the Olympics, Wed., amid lingering concerns about Pyongyang's 
cancellation of an inter-Korean event at Mount Geumgang two days earlier. (Kim Bo-eun, 
Korea Times) 

International:​​​  

●​ A former candidate to be the Trump administration's ambassador to SK has issued a direct 
challenge to the White House over its consideration of a pre-emptive strike against NK. 
(Elise Labott, Kevin Liptak, Nicole Gaouette, CNN) 

●​ Trump's fiery comments on NK reflected confidence that his campaign of pressure and 
sanctions on the country is working, S. Korean analysts said Wed. (AP) 

●​ Trump put a human face on the threat posed by NK in his State of the Union address 
Tues., sharing the powerful story of a defector now living in SK and the pain of parents 
who lost their child after his imprisonment. (AP) 

●​ The delivery of oil and oil products to NK should not be reduced, Moscow’s ambassador to 
Pyongyang was cited as saying by RIA news agency on Wed, adding that a total end to 
deliveries would be interpreted by NK as an act of war. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ Some of the loudest applause during Trump’s state of the union address greeted his 
introduction to Ji Seong-ho, a human rights and disability campaigner who must now be 
the world’s most recognizable N. Korean defector. After paying tribute to Otto Warmbier, 
Trump devoted several lines to Ji’s dramatic flight to freedom. (Justin McCurry, The 
Guardian) 

●​ NK has accused the US of a raft of human rights violations against its own citizens, 
including racial discrimination, erosion of the freedom of the press and gender inequality. 
(Julian Ryall, Telegraph) 

●​ NK struck back at the US on Wed., accusing the Trump administration of being a 
billionaires' club that harbors a "policy of racism" while denying freedom of the press and 
health coverage to citizens. (Reuters) 
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●​ A Southeast Asian woman charged with murdering Kim Jong-nam, the N. Korean dictator’s 
estranged half-brother, was paid for performing pranks at a mall in the weeks prior to his 
killing, a Malaysian court heard Tues. (BenarNews, RFA) 

●​ NK is planning to show off dozens of long-range missiles at a Feb. 8 parade, the day before 
the Olympics is set to begin in SK, two diplomatic sources with deep knowledge of NK's 
intentions told CNN Wed. (Will Ripley, Joshua Berlinger, CNN) 

●​ Ji Seong-ho, a N. Korean man who made it out of the rogue nation and now resides in SK, 
received a standing ovation at Trump's first State of the Union address Tuesday night. (Eli 
Watkins, Madison Park, CNN) 

●​ Ji Seong-ho, the N. Korean defector honored by Trump last night, has a remarkable escape 
story, even by the standards of N. Korean defectors, making it across South Asia on 
crutches. (Choe Sang-hun, NYT) 

●​ 4 different takes on the US/NK situation, in the end, but NK still shares a border with 
China and faces a formidable foe in the US. War would be costly. These structural 
pressures constrain any U.S. or N. Korean leader — and may indicate why preemptive wars 
or miscalculation spirals are historically rare. (Elizabeth Saunders, Monkey Cage) 

●​ Moscow plans on sending home all N. Korean workers within its border by the end of 2019, 
Russian media reported Wed. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ Russia’s ambassador to NK said on Wed. it was better not to cut deliveries of oil and oil 
products to NK, RIA news agency reported. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ Russia's Ambassador to Pyongyang Alexander Matsegora has never made face-to-face 
contact with KJU since he began his service in the North five years ago, a US broadcaster 
reported Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK won an exemption from US sanctions Wed. to fly its athletes on a chartered passenger jet 
so the two Koreas could conduct joint ski training in NK, according to the foreign ministry. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ A senior SK diplomat has discussed NK and other pending issues with high-ranking US 
government officials in recent back-to-back meetings, the foreign ministry here said Wed. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ A delegation of 45 S. Korean skiers and officials kicked off a trip to the Masikryong Ski Resort 
in NK Wednesday after Seoul wrangled with Washington up to the last minute over 
American sanctions barring planes that visit North Korea from traveling to the United States. 
(Sarah Kim, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Trump will give "eye-opening" remarks Tues. on US efforts to curb NK's nuclear weapons 
program, a source familiar with the Trump's State of the Union speech said. (Jim Acosta, 
CNN) 

●​ Prosecutors in Taiwan have accused a former judge and his son of violating UN sanctions on 
trade with NK, the second such case involving citizens of Taiwan so far this year. Both cases 
also involve Chinese nationals. (Chris Horton, NYT) 

●​ Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga says Japan "highly praises President Trump for 
sending a powerful message in his own words" as NK continues to pursue its ambitions. (AP) 

●​ Branding NK's leadership "depraved," Trump told Americans on Tues. that Pyongyang's 
pursuit of nuclear missiles could "very soon threaten our homeland" and vowed a continued 
campaign of maximum pressure to keep that from happening. (Korea Times) 

●​ Trump said Tuesday that North Korea’s nuclear weapons could “very soon” threaten the 
American homeland but that his administration is working to stop that from happening. 
(Yonhap) 
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●​ Calling NK a “depraved” and “cruel dictatorship,” Trump, in his first State of the Union 
address, again promised to exert “maximum pressure” to prevent Pyongyang from 
developing nuclear missiles that can threaten the U.S. mainland. (Brian Padden, VOA) 

●​ Trump urged lawmakers on Tues. to work toward bipartisan compromises, but pushed a 
hard line on immigration, insisting on a border wall and other concessions from Democrats 
as part of any deal to protect the children of illegal immigrants. (Steve Holland, Jeff Mason, 
Reuters) 

●​ Trump said Tues. that NK's nuclear weapons could "very soon" threaten the American 
homeland but that his administration is working to stop that from happening. (Yonhap) 

●​ Branding NK’s leadership “depraved,” Trump told Americans on Tues. that Pyongyang’s 
pursuit of nuclear missiles could “very soon threaten our homeland” and vowed a continued 
campaign to prevent that. (Matt Spetalnick, David Brunnstrom, Reuters) 

●​ The US remains in close coordination with SK, the State Department said Tues., amid 
persisting concerns about NK's participation in the PyeongChang Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ It seems the US thinks a precision strike against NK is one of its serious options, despite 
concerns about catastrophic results it might trigger, as the Trump administration withdrew 
its nominee for ambassador to Seoul who opposed the idea. (Kim Rahn, Korea Times) 

●​ Victor Cha offers an alternative coercive strategy that involves enhanced and sustained U.S., 
regional and global pressure on Pyongyang to denuclearize. His strategy is likely to deliver 
the same potential benefits as a limited strike, along with other advantages, without costing 
American and S. Korean lives.(Victor Cha, Washington Post) 

●​ Victor Cha, a former White House National Security Council (NSC) official, is no longer being 
considered for the post of U.S. ambassador to SK, according to multiple sources, at least in 
part due to a split with the White House over NK policy.(Sarah Kim, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Victor Cha, a NK expert whom the US withdrew from consideration as ambassador to SK, 
has voiced strong opposition to preventive strikes against NK. (Yonhap) 

●​ An American news outlet that made a rare visit to NK to cover the country's Olympic team is 
being criticized by the Trump administration for coverage that, in the words of one official, 
depicted "the most totalitarian country on the planet … as a cheerful winter holiday 
resort."(William Kim, VOA) 

--------------------------------------- 

Prepared by Jinny Ahn, Emma Stubblefield, HRNK Research Interns 
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2. FEBRUARY 
 

Thursday, February 1, 2018 
 

PRESS RELEASE-SOTU Address to the World: Protect and Support 
N.Korean Escapees; HRNK's EXCLUSIVE First Interview with Ji 
Seong-ho after SOTU Appearance as Guest of FLOTUS Melania 

Trump; Why Trump Was Right to Slam NK in SOTU 
 
Top News: 
PRESS RELEASE: State of the Union Address to the World: Protect and Support North Korean 
Escapees! (HRNK, 02/01/2018) 
HRNK's EXCLUSIVE First Interview with Ji Seong-ho after SOTU Appearance as Guest of FLOTUS 
Melania Trump (HRNK Insider, 02/01/2018) 
Why Trump Was Right to Slam North Korea in State of the Union (PJ Media, 01/31/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
(2nd LD) N.K. vice sports minister to lead delegation traveling to S. Korea via air (Yonhap, 
02/01/2018) 
(LEAD) (Olympics) N. Korean athletes check in to athletes' village for PyeongChang 2018 (Yonhap, 
02/01/2018) 
Increased Personnel and Vehicles Present at the Mirim Parade Training Facility (38North, 
01/31/2018) 
KJU Visits Pyongyang Trolley Bus Factory (NK Leadership Watch, 02/01/2018) 
NK leader wants 'thorough' military parade (Korea Times, 01/31/2018) 
North Korea’s athletes arrive for Games (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
North Korea's athlete factories: how they work (DailyNK, 02/01/2018) 
North Korea figure skating pair to arrive in South Korea with other Olympians​ (Reuters, 01/31/2018) 
North Korea Installs New Radio Devices to Catch Citizens Illegally Calling Abroad (RFA, 02/01/2018) 
North Korea relishes world’s interest in its high-level Olympic delegation (DailyNK, 02/01/2018) 
North Korean leader calls for world-class trolley bus factory (UPI, 02/01/2018) 
North Korean Olympians to travel to Pyeongchang on Thursday (UPI, 01/31/2018) 
N.Korean athletes competing in the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics will travel to SK Thurs. on a 
chartered plane, along with S.Korean skiers returning from a two-day joint training session. (Jennie 
Oh, UPI) 
Remaining N.K. Olympic athletes set to come to S. Korea on plane (Yonhap, 02/01/2018) 
Satellite images show preparations for Pyongyang’s parade (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
Wonsan Kalma Peninsula construction verified (NK Economy Watch, 02/01/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
(Yonhap Feature) Resignation, skepticism: Life in civilian-restricted Unification Village (Yonhap, 
02/01/2018) 
Defectors 'easy target' for abuses due to lack of legal knowledge, access to counsel (DailyNK, 
02/01/2018) 
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Fans will pay a lot to watch the joint ice hockey team (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
Heading for a collision course? (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
Lottery to give free tickets to see Samjiyon Orchestra (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
N.K. art troupe's Olympic concerts to involve no financial rewards: Seoul (Yonhap, 02/01/2018) 
North Korean arts troupe concert tickets to be won on lucky draw (UPI, 02/01/2018) 
S. Korea lauds Trump address for pledging firm will to resolve N. Korean nukes (Yonhap, 02/01/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
(4th LD) Koreas' skiers conduct rare joint training amid hope for better sports exchange​ (Yonhap, 
02/01/2018) 
Analyst: Winter Olympics could make Korean history (UPI, 02/01/2018) 
 
International: 
 
Amid global turmoil, Trump leaves ambassador posts empty (CNN, 01/31/2018) 
An ominous signal (Joongang Ilbo, 02/01/2018) 
AP Interview: New Zealand Urges North Korea 'De-escalation' (NYT, 02/01/2018) 
Bracing for post-PyeongChang (Joongang Ilbo, 02/01/2018) 
Cha’s warning on North divides experts (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
Communication gap (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
Me and my crutches - a North Korean defector's story (Reuters, 02/01/2018) 
North Korean defector Ji Seong-ho never looked back - but some wish to return (Telegraph, 
02/01/2018) 
North, South Korea report flu outbreaks ahead of Winter Olympics (CNN, 02/02/2018) 
Russia supports S. Korea's efforts to improve inter-Korean ties for peace on peninsula (Yonhap, 
02/01/2018) 
S. Korea, U.S. hold joint combat training (Yonhap, 02/01/2018) 
S. Korean, Canadian diplomats discuss N.K. issues, cooperation (Yonhap, 02/01/2018) 
Seoul, U.S. hold training as North Korea preps for parade (UPI, 02/01/2018) 
Trump's foolish decision on South Korea (CNN, 01/31/2018) 
Trump advisers clash over 'bloody nose' strike on North Korea (CNN, 02/01/2018) 
Unpacking a US Decision to Use Force Against North Korea: Issues, Options, and Consequences 
(38North, 01/31/2018) 
U.S. hails Olympics security plan; opposes North Korea military parade (Reuters, 01/31/2018) 
U.S. missile defense test unsuccessful: official (Reuters, 01/31/2018) 
U.S. Says Military Option Not Believed to Be Close for Solving North Korea Crisis (NYT, 02/01/2018) 
U.S. seeks S. Korea's understanding of delayed appointment of top envoy (Yonhap, 02/01/2018) 
U.S. Test of Missile Interceptor Fails Off Hawaiian Coast, Officials Say (NYT, 01/31/2018) 
US Officials: No Specific Threats to Pyeongchang Winter Olympics (VOA, 01/31/2018) 
US Envoy for North Korea Says Military Option 'Not Close' (NYT, 02/01/2018) 
 
Top News: 

●​ President Trump's State of the Union (SOTU) Address on Tues. sent a clear message to the 
world: protect and support N.Korean escapees and give them a voice. Trump displayed his 
administration's commitment to the N.Korean people and the "American resolve" to 
confronting the Kim regime by inviting Ji Seong-ho as well as Fred and Cindy Warmbier, the 
parents of Otto Warmbier, to appear as the First Lady Melania Trump's special guests during 
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the SOTU. HRNK Co-Vice-Chair Suzanne Scholte notes: "Much congratulations go to HRNK 
Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu for leading the effort to make it possible for Ji to be there 
for this historic occasion” as we at HRNK will never forget those who have suffered and died 
due to the Kim regime, and continue to call for the regime to dismantle its political prison 
camps. (HRNK) 

●​ In an HRNK exclusive first interview with Ji Seong-ho conducted by HRNK Director of 
Programs and Editor Rosa Park, Ji recounts his escape from NK, his life in SK and work in NK 
human rights, as well as his experiences at the State of the Union Address Tues. night. He 
also gives his thoughts of the impact and significance that this event will have on his life 
going forward. (HRNK Insider) 

●​ In facing down NK, a major problem for the US today is that Pyongyang has plenty of reasons 
to write off US threats as bluffs and discount the US military as fundamentally impotent to 
stop NK’s rogue nuclear program. The US, over many years and under previous US 
presidents has repeatedly blinked in this game of chicken against NK. In particular, President 
Obama, whose eight years in the White House were marked by precious little interest in 
deterrence, a great squandering abroad of US credibility, and virtually no serious effort to 
stop NK, snubbed US allies and stretched out its hands to its enemies on an eight-year binge 
of apology and appeasement, largely sidelined the issue and packed his neglect of American 
security as “strategic patience.” (Claudia Rosett, PJ Media) 

 
In North Korea: 

●​ NK's vice sports minister is set to travel to SK on Thurs., leading a 32-member delegation, 
including 10 athletes, aboard a S.Korean chartered plane, Seoul's unification ministry said. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ N.Korean Olympic athletes checked in to their living quarters for the upcoming 
PyeongChang Winter Games amid tight security on Thurs. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ Analysis by Joseph S. Bermudez Jr. shows that new commercial satellite imagery indicates 
military parade preparation and training continues to gradually expand at the Mirim Parade 
Training Facility, with a noticeable increase in the number of personnel and vehicles present. 
(38North) 

●​ DPRK state media reported on Feb. 1 (Thurs.) that KJU visited the Pyongyang Trolley Bus 
Factory. (NK Leadership Watch) 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU reportedly ordered low-key celebrations for his birthday to focus on 
preparing for a "thorough" military parade next week, according to media reports Wed. (Lee 
Min-hyung, Korea Times) 

●​ NK’s Olympic delegation flew into SK Thurs. on a chartered plane and checked in at the 
Gangneung Olympic Village Thurs. night, with local media jostling to catch every image and 
comment. (Kang Jin-kyu, Choi Hyung-jo, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Since the inception of his reign, KJU has focused on development of the country’s athletics 
programs, marking a change from the Kim Jong Il era, which encouraged artistic pursuits. 
(Seol Song Ah, DailyNK) 

●​ A N.Korean figure skating pair—the only N.Koreans to have secured a spot at the Winter 
Games through the conventional qualifying competition—will arrive in SK later on Thurs. by 
airplane with eight other athletes, set to compete in the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics that 
will begin next week. (Christine Kim, Reuters) 
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●​ NK has installed new Russian-made radio locators along sections of its 880-mile border with 
China to detect citizens placing illegal mobile-phone calls to friends and relatives outside 
the isolated authoritarian country, sources said. (Jieun Kim, Leejin Jun, Roseanne Gerin, RFA) 

●​ In recent days, NK and SK have explored exchanges and cooperation for the 2018 Olympics, 
which will continue in the coming weeks as the planned joint event draws near. However, NK 
has yet to reveal details of the top-level delegation it plans to send to the Olympics, which 
analysts believe will be structured to grab as much attention from the international 
community as possible and maximize the benefits of any further announcements. (Ha Yoon 
Ah, DailyNK) 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU emphasized the importance of domestic production, as he toured a 
trolley bus factory in Pyongyang, the North's state-run media reported. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ Ten N.Korean Olympic athletes are set to travel to SK aboard a S.Korean chartered plane 
Thurs., together with the South's skiers who will come home after a two-day joint ski 
training in the North. (Yonhap) 

●​ Satellite images of NK’s preparations for a military parade were released Wed. by 38 North—a 
website that specializes in NK analysis—showing at least 12,000 troops and 110 artillery 
pieces, tanks and other armored vehicles practicing on training grounds on the outskirts of 
Pyongyang. (Lee Sung-eun, Jeong Yong-soo, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Although it is still difficult to see any significant construction taking place on the northern 
end of the peninsula, recent planet imagery taken of a plot of land on the south end of the 
Kalma Airport runway shows construction activity for a recent construction project 
occurring in the area. (NK Economy Watch) 

 
In South Korea: 

●​ Living in Tongilchon, which is only 4.5 kilometers south of the Military Demarcation Line 
(MDL) and within the Civilian Access Control Line, means one has to live with many 
inconveniences, such as the around-the-clock background noise as well as the 
unpredictable, volatile cycle of security situations at the front line, including a near-war 
experience. (Woo Jae-yeon, Yonhap) 

●​ N.Korean defectors are often the targets of legal scams in SK, and are also often unprepared 
for how to deal with them, which can break illusions of proper justice in S.Korean society. By 
publicizing her story, Kim Hye Eun (alias) hopes to warn other defectors and prevent similar 
incidents from occurring. (Kim Ji Seung, DailyNK) 

●​ Demand is so hot for tickets to the inter-Korean women’s ice hockey team games at the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics that sports fans are offering double the regular price to get 
them, since tickets have been sold out since mid-Jan. (Kim Won, Esther Chung, Joongang 
Ilbo) 

●​ If Trump’s decision to abandon Victor Cha’s nomination to be the US Ambassador to SK was 
because of Cha’s disagreement with the hawks in the White House to enact a “bloody-nose” 
strategy on NK, the Korean Peninsula could well be headed into a disaster, despite Cha 
getting approval from the Moon administration. (Kang Hiok, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Over 1,000 tickets for a N.Korean orchestra concert in Seoul and Gangneung, Gangwon, will 
be available to the public for free through an online lottery system, the Unification Ministry 
announced Thursday. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ SK said Thurs. a N.Korean art troupe's planned performances in the South will not involve 
any provision of financial rewards, such as performance fees, as it is not allowed to provide 
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bulk cash to the North under a set of U.N. sanctions on Pyongyang's nuclear and missile 
programs. (Yonhap) 

●​ The SK Unification Ministry announced Thurs. that it will hold a lucky draw for S.Korean 
citizens wishing to attend either of the performances. From Fri. midnight local time, 
S.Koreans will have 36 hours to enter a draw on a ticketing website to win a pair of seats at 
one of the concerts. 1,060 tickets will be given away to 530 randomly drawn citizens next 
Tues. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ SK on Thurs. lauded US President Donald Trump's recent congress address for displaying 
"strong determination" to resolve N.Korean nuclear weapons issues. (Yonhap, 02/01/2018) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ S. and N.Korean skiers conducted joint training at a ski resort in the North on Thurs., 
expressing hope that both sides can keep building strong friendship in the sports field. (Kim 
Soo-yeon, Joint Press Corps, Yonhap) 

●​ US policy against NK has not helped ease tensions on the peninsula and the 2018 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics is an opportunity for change, a S.Korean sports historian said 
Thurs. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ The Trump administration's decision to drop plans to nominate Victor Cha as ambassador to 
SK—which prompted him to issue a direct challenge to the White House over its 
consideration of a pre-emptive strike against NK—is the latest decision that leaves a crucial 
diplomatic post in limbo. (Laura Koran, Joyce Tseng, Aaron Kessler, CNN) 

●​ ​Despite Cha’s hardline stance towards NK, the Trump administration chose not to appoint 
him US Ambassador to SK. If the S.Korean government continues to act like a puppet to 
Pyongyang, the reaction of the US can be easily guessed—it will be tempted to take military 
actions. The Moon administration must be very careful about its next steps. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern expressed support Thurs. for economic 
sanctions against NK while also urging a "de-escalation" on the Korean Peninsula, and said 
her country should maintain a close relationship with the US even if they don't always agree. 
(AP) 

●​ After the Olympics, Moon hopes to follow the resumed inter-Korean talks with US-NK talks. 
However, Washington seems to be cold on that idea and even the inter-Korean talks as the 
Secretary of Defense, CIA director and marine commanders underscore that military options 
against NK are still on the table, that SK-US joint military exercises would resume after the 
Olympics, and preparations for ground warfare in SK are in progress. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Following ex-White House official Victor Cha’s warning against Washington taking a “bloody 
nose” strategy on NK, US lawmakers and experts have been speaking out against such a 
preventive military strike. (Sarah Kim, Kim Hyun-ki, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ A lack of communications between Seoul and Washington volatile situation rings alarms 
about the security of SK. No one knows if or when the US may strike NK. The government 
must maintain close communication with the US if it really does not want to be ignored at 
times of true peril.  (Joongang Ilbo) 
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●​ Ji Seong-ho, 35, a N.Korean defector who appeared at President Trump's State of the Union 
address this week, is from Hoeryong, near the border with China. He told Reuters last year 
about the wooden crutches that he left NK with in 2006. (Seung-Woo Yeom, Reuters) 

●​ North Korea threats spur U.S. search for new radiation therapies (Reuters, 01/31/2018)​
The escalating threat of a potential nuclear war between NK and the US has led the 
Department of Defense to join hands with a clutch of companies in developing more 
effective medical treatments for acute radiation syndrome. (Divya Grover, Reuters) 

●​ More than 20 percent of N.Korean defectors who have made their way to safety in SK have 
contemplated returning to their homeland, according to a new study. (Julian Ryall, Telegraph) 

●​ As athletes and tourists arrive in SK ahead of the 2018 Winter Olympic Games in 
Pyeongchang, health officials on the Korean Peninsula are battling two strains of influenza. 
Flu outbreaks in both NK and SK have raised concerns for those traveling to the region. 
(Robert Jamison, CNN) 

●​ Russia has voiced its support for SK's ongoing efforts to improve inter-Korean relations to 
secure peace on the Korean Peninsula, the S.Korean foreign ministry said Thurs. SK and 
Russia also agreed to cooperate in making the current "positive" momentum turn into talks, 
including contacts between the US and NK, which could result in solving the NK's nuclear 
problems, according to the ministry. (Yonhap, 02/01/2018) 

●​ SK and the US pressed ahead with a regular joint military exercise this week amid renewed 
inter-Korean exchanges ahead of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, a defense official here 
said Thurs. (Yonhap) 

●​ Senior diplomats of SK and Canada have discussed ways to enhance cooperation in many 
areas, including the N.Korean nuclear issue, the foreign ministry in Seoul said Thurs. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ SK and US conducted joint military training aimed at detecting and removing N.Korean 
weapons of mass destruction in the event of conflict, amid reports that Pyongyang continues 
to prepare for a massive military parade. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ Cha's ghosting comes in the context of increased talk of war, his dismissal adding to the 
narrative that Washington is gearing up for a "bloody nose" strike that nobody in the region 
wants, and that the US doesn't need. The impact of this decision could result in a 
reorientation away from the US by our allies and increase the likelihood that KJU 
misperceives a joint SK-US drill or exercise as an attack. (Jonathan Cristol, CNN)  

●​ The tabled nomination of a widely-respected diplomat is bringing renewed focus to divisions 
inside the Trump administration over how tough the US should be in positioning against NK 
with nuclear tests expected to resume after the upcoming Olympics. (Zachary Cohen, Nicole 
Gaouette, Barbara Starr, Kevin Liptak, CNN) 

●​ Although there is no formula for evaluating the likely efficacy of using force against NK, 
there are a number of factors, dilemmas, and trade-offs that should be considered. These 
factors include asking what is the objective we hope to achieve, why do we expect the 
proposed measures to achieve it, what are the likely side effects and costs we can anticipate 
and how they might be mitigated, and what should we do if our measures fail to have the 
intended results. (Jervis, 38North) 

●​ The US State Department voiced displeasure Wed. over N.Korean plans to stage a military 
parade on the eve of the Winter Olympics, but assured Americans going to the games the 
SK's security plan considered all contingencies. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ The US military carried out an unsuccessful test to shoot down an incoming dummy missile 
from Hawaii on Wed., a US official said, amid heightened concerns about NK's developing 
missile and nuclear program. (Idrees Ali, Reuters) 
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●​ A US special envoy said on Thurs. all options remain on the table for solving the nuclear 
standoff with NK but that he did not think the military option was close. (AP) 

●​ The US has sought SK's "understanding" with regard to Washington's recent withdrawal of 
Victor Cha from consideration for ambassador to Seoul, the foreign ministry in Seoul said 
Thurs., adding that the allies continue to cooperate on filling the long-vacant post as soon as 
possible. (Yonhap) 

●​ An US interceptor missile missed its target in a test off the Hawaiian coast on Wed., Defense 
Department officials said, renewing concerns of how the US will defend itself in the event of 
a missile attack by NK or another adversary. (Helene Cooper, Eric Schmitt, NYT) 

●​ The United States says it is not aware of any specific threats to the Winter Olympics in South 
Korea next month, despite nuclear tensions with neighboring North Korea. (Cindy Saine, 
VOA) 

●​ The US special envoy for NK said Thurs. that US is not close to taking military action against 
the North. Joseph Yun said US policy is to apply pressure and leave the door open for 
dialogue, while keeping all options open. (AP)​ 

 
--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Jinny Ahn, HRNK Research Intern 

——————————————————— 

 

Friday, February 2, 2018 
 

Why a Defector Hoisted His Crutches Over His head at Trump’s 
State of the Union; Trump to meet with N.K. defectors in Oval 

Office in bid to raise pressure on KJU; N.K. Human Rights in the 
State of the Union 

 
Top News: 
Why a Defector Hoisted His Crutches Over His head at Trump’s State of the Union (CBN, 
02/01/2018) 
Trump to meet with North Korean defectors in Oval Office in bid to raise pressure on Kim Jong Un 
(Washington Post, 02/02/2018) 
North Korean Human Rights in the State of the Union (Sino-NK, 01/31/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
A Few Facts on North Korea’s Army Day (38 North, 02/01/2018) 
Hot heads or cold feet? North Korea’s mixed Olympic messages (Washington Post, 02/02/2018) 
Market conditions worsen in Sinuiju following crackdowns on both sides of the border (DailyNK, 
02/02/2018) 
NK urges UN to stop 'US nuclear war provocation' (Korea Times, 02/02/2018) 
No. of swine flu-infected N. Koreans rose to 110,000 last month: report (Yonhap, 02/02/2018) 
North Korea slams US for 'human rights abuses' (Korea Times, 02/02/2018) 
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North Korea warns against U.S.-South Korea military drills after Olympics (Reuters, 02/02/2018) 
South Korean press ‘insults' not the real reason for North Korea's Mt. Kumgang event cancellation 
(DailyNK, 02/02/2018) 
Why did North Korea cancel the Mt. Kumgang joint performance? (DailyNK, 02/02/2018) 
'Victory in all fronts' - North Korea releases new propaganda posters and stamps for 70th 
anniversary (Telegraph, 02/02/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
(3rd LD) (Olympics) N. Korean short track skater suffers ankle injury in training (Yonhap, 
02/02/2018) 
(Olympics) N. Korean athletes sport large flag at dorm in Gangneung (Yonhap, 02/02/2018) 
[Olympics] Two N. Korean staffers have no IOC accreditation (Korea Times, 02/02/2018) 
Air Force general picked to oversee defense ministry's N. Korea policy (Yonhap, 02/02/2018) 
Geniuses think alike (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
Korea and Japan should renew their partnership: Aide (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
N. Korea Olympic skaters begin training in South; 1 injured (Washington Post, 02/02/2018) 
We are all Olympic hopefuls (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
(Yonhap Feature) Inter-Korean joint training offers rare glimpse into luxury ski resort in N. Korea 
(Yonhap, 02/02/2018) 
Bracing for post-PyeongChang (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
Extending North Korea Olympic Truce Seems Unlikely (VOA, 02/02/2018) 
N.K. art troupe to play many S. Korean songs during performances: ministry (Yonhap, 02/02/2018) 
North Korean athletes under observation as they arrive in South ahead of Winter Olympics 
(Telegraph, 02/02/2018) 
PyeongChang may be no game changer for nuclear standoff (Korea Times, 02/02/2018) 
Remaining Group of North Korean Athletes Arrives for Pyeongchang Games (VOA, 02/01/2018) 
South, North skiers train together at Masikryong (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
 
International: 
(LEAD) Top U.S. nuke envoy says Washington wants 'credible dialogue' with N.K. for denuclearization 
(Yonhap, 02/02/2018) 
(News Focus) Cha's withdrawal raises concerns about preventive strike on N. Korea (Yonhap, 
02/02/2018) 
As Olympics approach, Trump tries to pressure North Korea (Washington Post, 02/02/2018) 
Jordan cuts diplomatic ties with N.K. in line with policies of allies: reports (Yonhap, 02/02/2018) 
North Korean Defector: Trump Sent Warning to Kim in State of Union Address (VOA, 02/02/2018) 
No Samsung phones, Nike uniforms for North Koreans? Sanctions cloud Olympic perks (Reuters, 
02/02/2018) 
Pentagon downplays N. Korea military parade (Yonhap, 02/02/2018) 
Trump invites 9 defectors to White House: RFA (Joongang Ilbo, 02/02/2018) 
UN Chief: Denuclearization of Korean Peninsula Is Objective (Washington Post, 02/02/2018) 
US missile defense test failed in Hawaii, officials say (Guardian, 02/01/2018) 
US Missile Defense Test Fails (VOA, 02/01/2018) 
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●​ Christians in China made Ji Seong-ho realize a universal truth.There’s someone else outside 
the world that sympathizes with him and loves him. After he got to know God, his life 
changed significantly. And he says now he’s living for spreading love. (Paul Strand, CBN) 

●​ Trump is expected to meet with eight N.K. defectors including Ji Seong-ho who was praised 
by Trump during STOU. This meeting was arranged with the help of HRNK's Executive 
Director, Greg Scarlatoiu. (David Nakamura, Washington Post) 

●​ Trump's STOU speech elaborated two stories involving N.K. human rights record, including 
the story of a N.K. escapee Ji Seung-ho, who is now a human rights advocate in Seoul. Mr. Ji 
was invited to STOU as an honored guest. (Leif-Eric Easley, Sino-NK) ​ 

 
​In North Korea:​ 

●​ While N.K. has reinstituted February 8 as Army Day this year, thus giving it an excuse for a 
military parade the day before the opening of the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics, there are a 
few facts about the Army Day. (Robert Carlin, 38 North) 

●​ Despite all the attention N.K. is getting for its conciliatory gestures ahead of the S.K. Winter 
Olympics, it is stepping up some unusually pointed verbal attacks on Trump's administration 
and conservatives in the S.K. government and media. (Eric Talmadge, AP) 

●​ Economic conditions are reportedly worsening in the N.K.’s border city of Sinuiju due to the 
intensification of international sanctions enforcement by China. (Kim Sung Il, DailyNK) 

●​ N.K. has sent a letter to the UN, urging for efforts to be made to halt what it referred to as 
the U.S. 's nuclear war provocation scheme. (Korea Times) 

●​ The number of patients infected with H1N1 influenza, also known as swine flu, in N.K. rose to 
110,000 last month. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K., one of the world's most notorious regimes for human rights abuses, says President 
Trump's administration is a "gross violator of human rights." (Jung Min-ho, Korea Times)  

●​ N.K. has warned that if the US goes ahead with delayed military exercises with S.K. after the 
Winter Olympics it will not “sit idle.” (Christine Kim, Reuters) 

●​ Despite the North abruptly canceling a joint cultural performance, the ski event went 
forward as planned. Concerns have been raised that the North is exploiting their 
participation in the Olympics as an opportunity to promote the Masik Pass ski facilities. (Ha 
Yoon Ah, DailyNK) 

●​ N.K. has cancelled a joint North-South cultural performance that was set to be held at Mt. 
Kumgang, blaming negative S.K. media coverage. Analysts have raised the possibility that the 
move was pre-planned and part of a wider strategy. (Ha Yoon Ah, DailyNK) 

●​ Pyoungyang has released a new series of propaganda posters to encourage its citizens, 
workers, and the military to carry out the demands set out by KJU to mark the 70th 
anniversary of the founding of the nation. (Telegraph) 

 
In South Korea: 

●​ N.K. short track speed skater Choe Un-song was treated for a right ankle injury he suffered 
during his first training session at Gangneung Ice Arena in Gangneung. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. athletes participating in the 2018 Winter Games put up a large national flag at their 
dormitory in the sub-host city of Gangneung on Friday. (Yonhap) 
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●​ Two N.K. staff members, who were not registered with the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC), have been staying here since Jan. 25 for the PyeongChang Winter Olympic Games. 
(Korea Times) 

●​ S.K.'s defense ministry has chosen a two-star Air Force general to lead its N.K. policy team, 
despite speculation that a retired military official or a civilian would be installed in the new 
post. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.K. government must make meticulous and relentless efforts to resolve the nuclear crisis. A 
peace with nuclear weapons cannot exist on the Korean Peninsula. Appointing like-minded 
people to top posts will not resolve the nuclear crisis. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ A top aide to President Moon said it is desirable for Korea and Japan to announce a new joint 
declaration to renew their partnership. (Ser Myo-ja, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ N.K. skaters attending this month's Winter Olympics in S.K. began their training Friday, and 
one was injured during his first practice. A giant N.K. flag hanging from a N.K. apartment in 
the athletes' village also captured the media spotlight. (Hyung-Jin Kim, AP) 

●​ Pyongyang still poses a menacing threat, and many worry about post-PyeongChang Korea. 
Will the Games burn away these uncertainties? (Park Jeong-ho, Joongang Ilbo) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ The recent joint ski training between the two Koreas offered a rare glimpse into a ski resort 
in N.K., which leader KJU aspires to develop as a lavish sports tourism attraction. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.K. needs to focus on what comes after the Olympics. Moon hopes to follow the resumed 
inter-Korean talks with U.S.-North Korea talks. But Washington seems to be cold on that 
idea and even the inter-Korean talks. (Kim Young-hie, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ A N.K. military parade and talk of a possible U.S. military strike cast an ominous shadow over 
S.K.’s diplomatic efforts to extend an Olympic truce. (Brian Padden, VOA) 

●​ N.K.'s art troupe will play many S.K. songs during their performances in the South to 
celebrate the upcoming Winter Olympic Games, the unification ministry said. (Yonhap) 

●​ The first 10 N.K. athletes have checked into their living quarters for the upcoming 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympic Games, watched closely by both S.K. security guards and 
agents embedded into Pyongyang’s delegation. (Julian Ryall, Telegraph) 

●​ Four columnists of The Korea Times got together for a round table discussion Tuesday to 
discuss post-Olympics consequences. (Oh Young-jin, Korea Times)  

●​ The last group of N.K. athletes has arrived in S.K. to complete preparations for the Winter 
Olympics Games, set to begin next week in Pyeongchang. (VOA) 

●​ S.K. and N.K. skiers conducted joint training at a ski resort in the North on Thursday, 
expressing hope that both sides can keep building strong friendship in the sports field. 
(Yonhap) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ The top U.S. nuclear envoy said Friday that Washington wants to open dialogue with N.K. for 
its denuclearization. (Yonhap) 

●​ Trump's withdrawal of his pick for ambassador to S.K. has fanned concerns that the 
administration is seriously considering a military strike on N.K. (Yonhap) 
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●​ Trump is trying to pressure Pyongyang just a week before the Olympic Games begin. He 
called the leaders of S.K. and Japan on Friday to ask them to keep up the pressure on N.K. 
(Jonathan Lemire and Jill Colvin, AP) 

●​ Jordan has cut diplomatic ties with N.K. amid global efforts to put pressure on Pyongyang to 
give up its missile and nuclear programs. (Yonhap) 

●​ A N.K. double amputee who fled N.K. on crutches says President Trump sent a warning when 
he spoke of human rights violations in N.K. (Lee Yeon Cheol, VOA) 

●​ All of the almost 3,000 athletes competing at the upcoming Pyeongchang Winter Olympics 
are set to get perks including the latest $1,100 Samsung smartphones, top of the range new 
equipment to take home and sleek Nike uniforms. (Hyunjoo Jin, Christine Kim, Reuters) 

●​ The Pentagon on Thursday played down the significance of N.K.'s military parade reportedly 
set for next week. (Yonhap) 

●​ Trump is inviting nine N.K. defectors to the White House to discuss human rights abuses by 
the Pyongyang regime​. (Esther Chung, Chou Ik-jae, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Secretary-General Antonio Guterres says he is encouraged by the improvement of relations 
between the two Koreas, but the UN's objective is the peaceful denuclearization of the 
Korean peninsula. (AP) 

●​ The US military carried out an unsuccessful test to shoot down an incoming dummy missile 
from Hawaii on Wednesday, a US official said, amid heightened concerns about N.K.’s 
developing missile and nuclear program. (Guardian) 

●​ The Pentagon says the military conducted an unsuccessful missile defense test over Hawaii 
on Wednesday. (Carla Babb, VOA) 

 
 
--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by James Park, HRNK Research Intern 
 

——————————————————— 

 

Saturday, February 3, 2018 
 

Trump hosts North Korea defectors at WH; Moon, Trump discuss 
N.K. human rights issue; N.K. made $200m flouting sanctions 

Top News: 
'Like leaving another universe': North Korean defectors tell Trump what it's like to escape (USA 
Today, 02/03/2018) 
Trump hosts North Korea defectors at WH (CNN, 02/02/2018) 
Trump will meet North Korean defectors in the Oval Office — here's why that's a big threat to Kim 
Jong Un (Business Insider, 02/02/2018) 
Will North Korea attack the Olympics? Countries think not (Global News, 02/03/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
State media image of Hyon Song Wol front and center surprises residents (DailyNK, 02/03/2018) 
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Winter Olympics: North Korea presses ahead with military parade (BBC, 02/03/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
(LEAD) (Olympics) N. Korean athletes stay guarded in build-up to Olympics (Yonhap, 02/03/2018) 
(LEAD) Over 150,000 apply for free tickets to N.K. concerts (Yonhap, 02/03/2018) 
(Olympics) Head of N. Korean delegation attends training for 1st time (Yonhap, 02/03/2018) 
Conservative civic groups hold rally against N.K.'s participation in Olympics (Yonhap, 02/03/2018) 
N. Korea skaters draw applause during Olympic practice (Washington Post, 02/03/2018) 
Training was tougher in North Korea, say defectors (Reuters, 02/03/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
N. Korea defends army anniversary parade slated for day before Olympic opening (Yonhap, 
02/03/2018) 
 
International: 
(2nd LD) Moon, Trump discuss N.K. human rights issue (Yonhap, 02/03/2018) 
Exclusive: North Korea earned $200 million from banned exports, sends arms to Syria, Myanmar - 
U.N. report (Reuters, 02/02/2018) 
German intel chief: North Korea used embassy for procurement (Washington Post, 02/03/2018) 
North Korea is dodging sanctions with fish and front firms in Mozambique (CNN, 02/03/2018) 
North Korea made $200m flouting sanctions, UN told (BBC, 02/03/2018) 
North Korea flouts UN sanctions earning millions, say experts (Telegraph, 02/03/2018) 
North Korea supplied arms to Syria and Myanmar, UN sanctions report finds (Guardian, 
02/02/2018) 
North Korean Escapees Tell Trump About Their Ordeals (VOA, 02/02/2018) 
Pentagon Adding New Nuclear Capabilities, Keeping Nuclear Triad to Deter Attacks (VOA, 
02/03/2018) 
Trump hopes 'something good' comes from Olympics despite North Korean warning (Reuters, 
02/02/2018) 
Trump meets with N.K. defectors at White House (Yonhap, 02/03/2018) 
Trump taking tougher stance on Russia nuclear threat (Washington Post, 02/03/2018) 
UN chief welcomes Korea dialogue, but says political settlement needed (CNN, 02/03/2018) 
UN experts: North Korea flouts UN sanctions earning millions (Washington Post, 02/02/2018) 
UN report accuses North Korea of earning $200 million by violating sanctions (CNN, 02/03/2018) 
U.S. denies existence of 'bloody nose' strategy for N. Korea (Yonhap, 02/03/2018) 
U.S. vows 'end of regime' if N. Korea launches nuclear attack (Yonhap, 02/03/2018) 
​With an eye on Russia, U.S. to increase nuclear capabilities (Reuters, 02/03/2018) 
 
Top News: 

●​ HRNK Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu discusses President Trump's meeting with N.K. 
defectors. (Oren Dorell, USA Today) 

●​ President Trump hosts N.K. defectors including Ji Seung-ho and HRNK Fellow Kim 
Kwang-jin at the White House as tensions with KJU continue to rise. (Brian Todd, CNN) 

●​ Though Trump has made news repeatedly with bellicose language threatening war with N.K., 
his SOTU address advanced another offensive against Pyongyang — raising the issue of 
human rights. (Alex Lockie, Business Insider) 
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●​ HRNK Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu shares his thought on a potential N.K. attack 
during the Olympics. (Leslie Young, Global News)  

 
​In North Korea:​ 

●​ N.K. residents have been voicing their opinions after the state-run newspaper Rodong 
Sinmun published photos of Samjiyon Orchestra leader Hyon Song Wol's visit to S.K. on 
January 23. (Seol Song Ah, DailyNK) 

●​ N.K. has defended plans for a large-scale military parade scheduled for the day before the 
Winter Olympics in S.K. (BBC) 

 
In South Korea: 

●​ Coming from a reclusive nation, N.K. athletes have remained guarded in their preparations 
for the upcoming Winter Olympics in S.K. (Yonhap) 

●​ More than 150,000 people have applied for free tickets to a N.K. art troupe's performances 
slated for next week in Seoul and Gangneung to celebrate the opening of the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ The head of the N.K. delegation to the PyeongChang Winter Olympics attended his athletes' 
practice for the first time. (Yonhap) 

●​ Conservative civic groups held a massive rally against N.K.'s participation in the Winter 
Olympics, with some members burning N.K.'s flag and photos of KJU. (Yonhap) 

●​ A pair of smiling N.K. skaters carried out lifts, death spirals and other difficult moves during 
practices ahead of the Winter Olympics, drawing applause from S.K. spectators. (Hyung-Jin 
Kim, AP) 

●​ Hwangbo Young, a N.K. ice hockey player who defected to S.K. in 1997, says the first time she 
played in the South “it felt like a joke”. (Jane Chung, Reuters) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ N.K. on Saturday defended its plan to celebrate the country's army anniversary with a 
military parade next week, refuting outside speculations that the military parade set for the 
day before the opening of the Olympics may involve military provocations. (Yonhap) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ Moon and Trump spoke by phone Friday and resolved to work together to address human 
rights abuses in N.K., the White House said. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. violated UN sanctions to earn nearly $200 million in 2017 from banned commodity 
exports, according to a confidential report by independent UN monitors, which also accused 
N.K. of supplying weapons to Syria and Myanmar. (Michelle Nichols, Reuters) 

●​ The head of Germany's domestic intelligence agency says N.K. has used its embassy in Berlin 
to acquire equipment apparently intended for its missile or nuclear programs. (AP) 
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●​ Pyongyang's interest in a couple of aging African trawlers may seem odd at first. But fishing 
is big business in Mozambique. N.K. seems to want a slice of that much-needed cash, and 
boats are easy to move and conceal. (David McKenzie, CNN) 

●​ N.K. earned nearly $200m (£141m) last year by exporting banned commodities in breach of 
international sanctions, a UN report says. (BBC) 

●​ N.K. is flouting UN sanctions on oil and gas, engaging in prohibited ballistic missile 
cooperation with Syria and Burma, and illegally exporting commodities that brought in 
nearly $200 million in just nine months last year, according to UN experts. (AP) 

●​ N.K. has supplied weapons to Syria and Myanmar, according to a confidential report by 
independent UN monitors which also said Pyongyang violated UN sanctions to earn nearly 
$200m in 2017. (Guardian) 

●​ After phone calls with the leaders of Japan and S.K., Trump spoke Friday in the Oval Office 
with a group of N.K. escapees. (Steve Herman, VOA) 

●​ The Pentagon has released its 2018 Nuclear Posture Review, adding nuclear capabilities and 
updating the US current arsenal in order to deter nuclear attacks. (Carla Babb, VOA) 

●​ Trump expressed hope that “something good” could come from N.K.’s participation in the 
Winter Olympics in S.K., even after N.K. warned it would not “sit idle” if US and S.K. resumed 
military exercises after the Games. (Steve Holland, Christine Kim, Reuters) 

●​ Trump met with a group of N.K. defectors at the White House Friday, drawing further 
attention to the human rights abuses of the communist regime. (Yonhap) 

●​ The Trump administration on Friday announced it will continue much of the Obama 
administration's nuclear weapons policy, but take a more aggressive stance toward Russia. 
(Robert Burns, AP) 

●​ UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told Friday he is pleased that relations have 
improved between two Koreas, but the key challenge continues to be achieving the 
denuclearization of the Korean peninsula. (Richard Roth, CNN) 

●​ N.K. is flouting UN sanctions on oil and gas, engaging in prohibited ballistic missile 
cooperation with Syria and Myanmar, and illegally exporting commodities that brought in 
nearly $200 million last year, according to U.N. experts. (Edith M. Lederer, AP) 

●​ N.K. earned nearly $200 million from exporting coal and other banned commodities last year 
in violation of UN sanctions, according to a new UN report. (Richard Roth, CNN) 

●​ US denied Friday that it has considered a so-called "bloody nose" strategy to deliver a limited 
military strike on N.K. over its nuclear weapons program. (Yonhap) 

●​ The US vowed Friday to bring an end to N.K.'s regime if it launches a nuclear attack on the 
U.S. or its allies. (Yonhap) 

●​ Concerned about Russia’s growing tactical nuclear weapons, the US will expand its nuclear 
capabilities, a policy document released on Friday said, a move some critics say could 
increase the risk of miscalculation between the two countries. (Idrees Ali, Reuters) 
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North Korea's ceremonial leader to visit South Korea for Winter 
Olympics on February 9-11: Seoul; (LEAD) (Olympics) Joint 

Korean women's hockey team loses to Sweden 3-1 in 
pre-Olympic tuneup 

 
In North Korea: 
Defectors speak on freezing reality of North Korea's winter (Korea Times, 02/04/2018) 
KJU and RSJ Participate in a Test Drive of a Trolley Bus (NK Leadership Watch, 02/04/2018) 
Ri Yong Ho Sends Letter to UNSG (NK Leadership Watch, 02/04/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
South Korea city celebrates Winter Olympics as views clash on North Korea (UPI, 02/03/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
150,000 apply to see Samjiyon Orchestra (Joongang Ilbo, 02/04/2018) 
(Olympics) Captain says joint Korean hockey team coming together (Yonhap, 02/04/2018) 
Fans flock to cheer joint Korean ice hockey team (Reuters, 02/04/2018) 
(Olympics) Four N. Koreans to play in 1st game for joint women's hockey team (Yonhap, 02/04/2018) 
(Olympics) Joint hockey team head coach 'proud' of N. Koreans (Yonhap, 02/04/2018) 
(LEAD) (Olympics) Joint Korean women's hockey team loses to Sweden 3-1 in pre-Olympic tuneup 
(Yonhap, 02/04/2018) 
Koreas’ combined women’s hockey team debuts in friendly (Washington Post, 02/04/2018) 
N. Korea art troupe, cheering squad to visit South this week (Yonhap, 02/04/2018) 
North Korea derides South's criticism over military parade before Olympics (CNN, 02/04/2018) 
North Korea's ceremonial leader to visit South Korea for Winter Olympics on February 9-11: Seoul 
(Reuters, 02/04/2018) 
North Korea threatens inter-Korean relations could suffer amid criticism (UPI, 02/04/2018) 
(Olympics) N. Korean coach, player have faith in power of joint hockey team (Yonhap, 02/04/2018) 
(2nd LD) (Olympics) N. Korean IOC member arrives in S. Korea (Yonhap, 02/04/2018) 
N.K.'s ceremonial leader to lead high-level delegation to S. Korea (Yonhap, 02/04/2018) 
(Olympics) N. Koreans make little impact in joint women's hockey team debut (Yonhap, 02/04/2018) 
(LEAD) Seoul hopes N. Korea will send 'highest-level' officials to PyeongChang (Yonhap, 02/04/2018) 
(Olympics) Supporters, opponents of joint Korean hockey team assemble before 1st game(Yonhap, 
02/04/2018) 
(Olympics) Two Koreas' figure skaters may practice together (Yonhap, 02/04/2018) 
 
International: 
A critical week (Joongang Ilbo, 02/04/2018) 
China criticizes US for nuclear adversary claims (Washington Post, 02/04/2018) 
Exclusive: North Korea earned $200 million from banned exports, sends arms to Syria, Myanmar - 
U.N. report (Reuters, 02/04/2018) 
Kim regime will be over if it launches nuclear attack: U.S. (Joongang Ilbo, 02/04/2018) 
Moon, Trump agree to resolve North Korea's human rights abuses (Korea Times, 02/03/2018) 
Nordpolitik 2.0 (Joongang Ilbo, 02/04/2018) 
N. Korea denounces Trump's 'arrogant' address (Yonhap, 02/04/2018) 
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North Korea 'uses Berlin embassy to get missile parts' (BBC, 02/04/2018) 
North Korea slams Trump’s State of the Union address (Washington Post, 02/04/2018) 
North Koreans have tasted freedom through the markets. Sanctions could put that at risk. 
(Washington Post, 02/04/2018) 
Pence Intent to Counter North Korea’s Olympic Charm Offensive (VOA, 02/04/2018) 
Trump blesses Games, remains stern on North (Joongang Ilbo, 02/04/2018) 
U.N. report: China, Russia not abiding by sanctions against N. Korea (UPI, 02/04/2018) 
(News Focus) U.S. nuclear posture document sends stern warning to N. Korea: experts(Yonhap, 
02/04/2018) 
U.S. nuclear review reaffirms commitment to extended deterrence for allies: Seoul official (Yonhap, 
02/04/2018) 
 
In North Korea:​ 

●​ Three female N. Korean defectors recount their lives in NK during the freezing winter. (Casey 
Lartigue Jr, Korea Times) 

●​ DPRK state media reported on Feb 4 that KJU and his wife Ri Sol-ju rode around Pyongyang 
on a newly manufactured trolley bus. (NK Leadership Watch) 

●​ DPRK Foreign Minister Ri Yong-ho sent a letter to UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
condemning the US for coming in between peaceful Korean reconciliation talks. (NK 
Leadership Watch) 

 
In South Korea: 

●​ Opinions on NK differ between older and younger S.Koreans in Gangneung, one of the two 
cities hosting the Olympic Games. Some older S. Koreans hold more hostile views while 
younger S. Koreans are more welcoming. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ More than 150,000 people applied for free tickets to the N. Korean Samjiyon Orchestra 
concert this week in Seoul and Gangneung. A massive turnout after the Unification Ministry 
announced it would select 530 audience members from the public through an online lottery 
system, offering two tickets to each winner. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ They may all come from different backgrounds, but players from SK and NK are coming 
together nicely on their joint Olympic women's hockey team, its captain said Sun. (Yonhap) 

●​ S. Korean fans chanting, “We are one” and wearing shirts with the unification flag 
emblazoned on the front packed into a freezing ice hockey arena on Sun to cheer on the 
joint Korean women’s team in a tune-up for this month’s  Olympics. (Jin Hyun-joo, Reuters) 

●​ Four North Koreans will play in the first game for the joint women's hockey team on Sunday. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ Even though they didn't really make their presence felt on the joint Korean women's hockey 
team on Sun, head coach Sarah Murray said she was still proud of her N. Korean players. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ The joint Korean women's hockey team fell to Sweden 3-1 in its only tuneup game before the 
Olympics on Sun. (Yonhap) 
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●​ Wearing a powder-blue logo of a map symbolizing peace between the Koreas, the most 
talked-about team at this year’s Olympics finally saw game action Sun in a friendly match 
that drew thousands of spectators in a country that never previously showed much passion 
for ice hockey. (Kim Tong-hyung, AP) 

●​ NK's art troupe and cheering squad for the upcoming Olympics will travel to SK this week, 
with details about its high-level delegation yet to be confirmed, officials here said Sun. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ NK dismissed SK's "improper remarks" over the country's plans to hold a military parade 
before the Olympics begin this week, N. Korean state newspaper Rodong Sinmun reported. 
(Sophie Jeong, Nicole Chavez, CNN) 

●​ NK’s ceremonial leader Kim Yong-nam will visit SK this week as the head of the country’s 
high-level delegation for the  Olympics, Seoul’s Unification Ministry said on Sun. (Reuters) 

●​ N. Korean media has warned its relations with the South could suffer, heavily criticizing 
Seoul's position on denuclearizing the Korean peninsula. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ When it comes to competing in the women's hockey tournament at the upcoming Olympics, 
two hearts will always be better than one, N. Korean members of a historic joint Korean team 
said on Sun. (Yonhap) 

●​ Chang Ung, NK's representative to the International Olympic Committee, expressed his wish 
for the success of the Olympics as he arrived in SK on Sun, five days before the games' 
opening. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK's ceremonial leader Kim Yong-nam will travel to SK this week as the head of NK's 
high-level delegation for the Olympics, Seoul officials said Sun. (Yonhap) 

●​ The historic joint Korean women's hockey team made its much-anticipated debut against 
Sweden on Sun, with 18 S. Koreans joined by four N. Koreans in their only tuneup game 
before the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. None of those four players made much of an 
impact, as Sweden prevailed 3-1. (Yonhap) 

●​ An anonymous S.Korean presidential aide expressed hope Sun that NK will send its 
"highest-level" officials to lead its delegation at the upcoming Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ Supporters and Conservative opponents of the joint Korean women's ice hockey team both 
assembled outside the venue for the squad's first game on Sun. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK's figure skating duo of Kim Kyu-eun and Kam Kang-chan may share the ice with their N. 
Korean counterparts Ryom Tae-ok and Kim Ju-sik in an official practice session for the 
upcoming 2018 Olympic Games, officials said Sun. (Kim Bo-ram,Yonhap) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ With five days left before the opening of the Olympics, the Korean Peninsula is heading to a 
watershed moment. What kind of diplomacy will Moon play out in his meetings with leaders 
of 14 nations, including the US, China and Japan, to address the unstoppable nuclear threats 
from NK? (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ China on Sun criticized a US government report that cast Beijing as a potential nuclear 
adversary and called on Washington to reduce its own much larger arsenal and join in 
promoting regional stability. (Joe McDonald, AP) 

●​ NK violated UN sanctions to earn nearly $200 million in 2017 from banned commodity 
exports, according to a confidential report by independent U.N. monitors, which also 
accused Pyongyang of supplying weapons to Syria and Myanmar. (Michelle Nichols, Reuters) 
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●​ In the latest Nuclear Posture Review, the US vowed to bring an end to NK’s regime if it 
launches a nuclear attack on the US or its allies. (Yonhap) 

●​ Moon and Trump agreed to work together to address human rights abuses in NK during a 
phone conversation on Fri, according to the White House. (Park Si-soo, Korea Times) 

●​ Moon has taken significant flak both in the US and SK for his effort to reopen the 
long-closed North-South channel.While a majority still view his administration favorably, his 
poll numbers have fallen. We should allow the president’s effort to play out before reaching 
premature conclusions. (Stephan Haggard, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ NK has denounced Trump's recent State of the Union speech as the "height of arrogance" 
and "arbitrariness," its state media said Sun. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK has been acquiring technology for its nuclear and weapons programs through its Berlin 
embassy, Germany's head of intelligence says. (BBC) 

●​ NK on Sun slammed Trump’s State of the Union address and said its nuclear capabilities 
would “deter Trump and his lackeys from showing off on the Korean peninsula.” (AP) 

●​ International sanctions will set back the development of markets and make it harder for 
money to flow within the private economy and as markets contract it will also make it harder 
for isolated N. Koreans to get information from the outside world. (Anna Fifield, Washington 
Post) 

●​ US VP Mike Pence embarks on a trip this week to Northeast Asia meant to enhance his 
profile and to help counter NK’s charm offensive at the Winter Olympics. (Steve Herman, 
VOA) 

●​ In a phone conversation with  Trump one week before the Olympics on Fri, Moon 
emphasized hope for improved relations with NK, while Trump indicated more caution. 
(Sarah Kim, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ China, Russia, Malaysia and other nations are failing to curb sanctioned financial dealings 
and trade conducted by NK in their countries, according to a UN report. (Allen Cone, UPI) 

●​ The latest US nuclear posture document has sent a clear warning to NK that Washington 
could opt for preventive strike options with more easily usable nuclear weapons, experts 
said Sun. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK sees the US' latest review of its nuclear posture as a reaffirmation of its commitment to 
providing extended nuclear deterrence for its allies in the face of increasing threats from 
NK, a foreign ministry official said Sun. (Yonhap) 

 
--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Emma Stubblefield, HRNK Research Intern 

——————————————————— 
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NK appoints top defense official to lead its military's General 
Political Bureau; NK sends Winter Olympics propaganda fliers to 
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Seoul: website; Pence to stop North Korea 'hijacking' Winter 
Olympics, aide says 

 
In North Korea: 
(2nd LD) N. Korea appoints top defense official to lead its military's General Political Bureau (Yonhap, 
02/05/2018) 
(Olympics) North Korean IOC member wishes country's Olympians to 'do their best' (Yonhap, 
02/05/2018) 
Authorities focus on Kangwon Province in push to prevent defections by sea (DailyNK, 02/05/2018) 
Cabinet Plenary Meeting 2018 (NK Leadership Watch, 02/05/2018) 
Delegation from North to be led by its head of state (Joongang Daily, 02/06/2018) 
Kim Jong-un's luxury ski resort appears unaffected by UN sanctions (Korea Times, 02/04/2018) 
N. Korea steps up events for Armed Forces Day (Korea Times, 02/04/2018) 
N. Korean military tightens defection surveillance (Korea Times, 02/04/2018) 
North Korea’s Would-Be Olympics: A Tale of a Cold War Boondoggle (NY Times, 02/04/2018) 
North Korean market update (NK Econ Watch, 02/05/2018) 
Swine flu sweeps N. Korea (Korea Times, 02/04/2018) 
Tenants bear up-front costs for apartment construction in Pyongyang (Korea Times, 02/04/2018) 
Veteran diplomat Kim Yong-nam ceremonial N.K. leader (Yonhap, 02/05/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
Ex-U.S. army base Camp Page begins new South Korea chapter (UPI, 02/05/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
(3rd LD) N.K. offers to send art troupe to S. Korea by ferry this week (Yonhap, 02/05/2018) 
(LEAD) Cheong Wa Dae welcomes planned visit by N. Korea's titular head of state (Yonhap, 
02/05/2018) 
(LEAD) Moon considering meeting one-on-one with N. Korea's ceremonial leader: Cheong Wa Dae 
(Yonhap, 02/05/2018) 
[Olympics] N. Korea may send high-level delegation (Korea Times, 02/04/2018) 
Chang Ung hopes for a successful Games (Joongang Daily, 02/06/2018) 
Hopes for talks grow with North Korea's ceremonial leader to visit South Korea for Olympics 
(Reuters, 02/04/2018) 
Linguistic Divide Poses Problem to Korea Olympic Hockey Team (VOA, 02/05/2018) 
N. Korean official unlikely to oversee Olympic breakthrough (Washington Post, 02/05/2018) 
'NK hacked cryptocurrency trading system in South' (Korea Times, 02/05/2018) 
North Korea head of state Kim Yong-nam to visit South for first time (Telegraph, 02/05/2018) 
North Korea sends Winter Olympics propaganda fliers to Seoul: website​ (Reuters, 02/05/2018) 
North Korea to send head of state to Seoul for first time in years (The Guardian, 02/04/2018) 
North Korea to send highest level official ever to South Korea (BBC, 02/05/2018) 
North Korean art troupe to perform at Olympics under sanctions exemption: South Korea (Reuters, 
02/04/2018) 
North Korean technicians cross into South for Olympics prep (Washington Post, 02/05/2018) 
North Korean Troupe Is Cleared to Enter South’s Waters Before Games (NY Times, 02/05/2018) 
Olympics: Bach hails North, South Korea for harnessing Olympic spirit (Reuters, 02/05/2018) 
PyeongChang Olympics Puts Spotlight on North Korea (VOA, 02/05/2018) 

162 

https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDUvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA1MDA1NTUyMzE1Lmh0bWw=/TgyxsRcBCKH5w0y02MzSvQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-7
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDUvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA1MDExMTAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/NPh40Do-PPfOHHLv5Xxu7g==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-9
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5kYWlseW5rLmNvbS9lbmdsaXNoL3JlYWQucGhwP251bT0xNDk4NCZjYXRhSWQ9bmswMTUwMA==/ay_ZHIqgqmyh6sQSzRksig==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-11
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ua2xlYWRlcnNoaXB3YXRjaC5vcmcvMjAxOC8wMi8wNS9jYWJpbmV0LXBsZW5hcnktbWVldGluZy0yMDE4Lw==/OQDfVVhhYzCADaxy31GC1g==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-13
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDI1MQ==/aJKxkyBwUei0xNwoUCWyzQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-15
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5rb3JlYXRpbWVzLmNvLmtyL3d3dy9uYXRpb24vMjAxOC8wMi8xMDNfMjQzNTQzLmh0bWw=/Lpbr0pK4_i-Z2Xu1DqSUvA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-17
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5rb3JlYXRpbWVzLmNvLmtyL3d3dy9uYXRpb24vMjAxOC8wMi8xMDNfMjQzNTQ0Lmh0bWw=/CLE7ozEiXDKh992fpp_xSw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-19
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5rb3JlYXRpbWVzLmNvLmtyL3d3dy9uYXRpb24vMjAxOC8wMi8xMDNfMjQzNTQ3Lmh0bWw=/ASSMHu_kdE6vquAB1-GOYA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-21
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxOC8wMi8wNC93b3JsZC9hc2lhL25vcnRoLWtvcmVhLW9seW1waWNzLmh0bWw=/YV-6oiV9gSd2cs5mBDWMjA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-23
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ua2Vjb253YXRjaC5jb20vMjAxOC8wMi8wNS9ub3J0aC1rb3JlYW4tbWFya2V0LXVwZGF0ZS8=/uG27jl52eWaT-SBLQ1RvDg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-25
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5rb3JlYXRpbWVzLmNvLmtyL3d3dy9uYXRpb24vMjAxOC8wMi8xMDNfMjQzNTQ1Lmh0bWw=/OdKfb8C3BbfNcjKpTmKSRw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-27
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5rb3JlYXRpbWVzLmNvLmtyL3d3dy9uYXRpb24vMjAxOC8wMi8xMDNfMjQzNTQ2Lmh0bWw=/Z_GMZd3GA6814YJXcbmzbQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-29
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDQvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA0MDA0NjAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/Lfya5zT3C8NcRo0Pdjdh5g==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-31
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudXBpLmNvbS9Ub3BfTmV3cy9Xb3JsZC1OZXdzLzIwMTgvMDIvMDUvRXgtVVMtYXJteS1iYXNlLUNhbXAtUGFnZS1iZWdpbnMtbmV3LVNvdXRoLUtvcmVhLWNoYXB0ZXIvMjM5MTUxNzgzMjQxMS8=/LsVuBTJ5OFGHyvCZgpMaeA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-33
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDUvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA1MDAzNTUzMzE1Lmh0bWw=/HoFpdmXo3xtvH-4Z7IaTVQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-35
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDUvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA1MDA0OTUxMzE1Lmh0bWw=/5c5dI_RYcJIGLTZ0ZwQpig==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-37
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDUvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA1MDAyNTUxMzE1Lmh0bWw=/q1Pfu4tfpKm8oxwZ8qaPYg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-39
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5rb3JlYXRpbWVzLmNvLmtyL3d3dy9uYXRpb24vMjAxOC8wMi8xMDNfMjQzNTc2Lmh0bWw=/3i_hoC68L-m5o7jEFhDLug==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-41
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDIxNw==/pAFLTzpAPXHYQ80wK8aaZw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-43
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS91cy1vbHltcGljcy0yMDE4LW5vcnRoa29yZWEvaG9wZXMtZm9yLXRhbGtzLWdyb3ctd2l0aC1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYXMtY2VyZW1vbmlhbC1sZWFkZXItdG8tdmlzaXQtc291dGgta29yZWEtZm9yLW9seW1waWNzLWlkVVNLQk4xRk8wTEI=/CMYgCkAp7Vs0qsTZmRtkLg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-45
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm9hbmV3cy5jb20vYS9saW5ndWlzdGljLWRpdmlkZS1wb3Nlcy1wcm9ibGVtLXRvLWtvcmVhLW9seW1waWMtaG9ja2V5LXRlYW0vNDIzOTMxMi5odG1s/YYp9V2FnbBMqBHIgJeP-Sg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-47
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3dvcmxkL29seW1waWNzL24ta29yZWFuLW9mZmljaWFsLXVubGlrZWx5LXRvLW92ZXJzZWUtb2x5bXBpYy1icmVha3Rocm91Z2gvMjAxOC8wMi8wNS9lYzJjMGU3OC0wYTVkLTExZTgtOTk4Yy05NmRlYjE4Y2NhMTlfc3RvcnkuaHRtbD91dG1fdGVybT0uNmQ3YTI4NjdkMzFm/UZKpWyeShXfeuGJGxkS_ZQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-49
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5rb3JlYXRpbWVzLmNvLmtyL3d3dy9uYXRpb24vMjAxOC8wMi8xMDNfMjQzNjI5Lmh0bWw=/iXI2SPkFEmhW4b496A3SrA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-51
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy50ZWxlZ3JhcGguY28udWsvbmV3cy8yMDE4LzAyLzA1L25vcnRoLWtvcmVhLWhlYWQtc3RhdGUta2ltLXlvbmctbmFtdG8tdmlzaXQtc291dGgtZmlyc3QtdGltZS8=/xIAu_gUo4VNRdltvgs-AJg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-53
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS91cy1vbHltcGljcy0yMDE4LW5vcnRoa29yZWEtbGVhZmxldHMvbm9ydGgta29yZWEtc2VuZHMtd2ludGVyLW9seW1waWNzLXByb3BhZ2FuZGEtZmxpZXJzLXRvLXNlb3VsLXdlYnNpdGUtaWRVU0tCTjFGUDBKMg==/3dRi-j7aKmTReAf44ydu2w==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-55
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGhlZ3VhcmRpYW4uY29tL3dvcmxkLzIwMTgvZmViLzA1L25vcnRoLWtvcmVhLXRvLXNlbmQtaGVhZC1vZi1zdGF0ZS10by1zZW91bC1mb3ItZmlyc3QtdGltZS1pbi15ZWFycw==/QN02qeBKNUa75mjusoZi-Q==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-57
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iYmMuY29tL25ld3Mvd29ybGQtYXNpYS00MjkzNzgyNw==/eHN6Me6NiWX3yUL4Ucozsg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-59
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS91cy1vbHltcGljcy0yMDE4LW5vcnRoa29yZWEtYXJ0L25vcnRoLWtvcmVhbi1hcnQtdHJvdXBlLXRvLXBlcmZvcm0tYXQtb2x5bXBpY3MtdW5kZXItc2FuY3Rpb25zLWV4ZW1wdGlvbi1zb3V0aC1rb3JlYS1pZFVTS0JOMUZQMDVC/ysKx_Rg30DsKz3zpNuxwBg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-61
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3Nwb3J0cy9vbHltcGljcy9ub3J0aC1rb3JlYW4tdGVjaG5pY2lhbnMtY3Jvc3MtaW50by1zb3V0aC1mb3Itb2x5bXBpY3MtcHJlcC8yMDE4LzAyLzA1LzViMTEzZDRjLTBhNWMtMTFlOC05OThjLTk2ZGViMThjY2ExOV9zdG9yeS5odG1sP3V0bV90ZXJtPS5lOGZlMmFiYzY5N2I=/RnP-pvTjb0nI2o7w2r5NWA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-63
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxOC8wMi8wNS93b3JsZC9hc2lhL25vcnRoLWtvcmVhLWZlcnJ5LXRyb3VwZS1vbHltcGljcy5odG1s/GH8tClQQkYQVJ8JJmSoCuQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-65
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS91cy1vbHltcGljcy0yMDE4LWlvYy1zZXNzaW9uL29seW1waWNzLWJhY2gtaGFpbHMtbm9ydGgtc291dGgta29yZWEtZm9yLWhhcm5lc3Npbmctb2x5bXBpYy1zcGlyaXQtaWRVU0tCTjFGUDFHSQ==/UOmm44vUE7BzhaoPeaMQvw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-67
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBJypO5VAPsF5DxnIofAVm7SbH8WzkMNGPk=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm9hbmV3cy5jb20vYS9ub3J0aC1rb3JlYS1vZmZpY2lhbC10by1hdHRlbmQtd2ludGVyLW9seW1waWNzLzQyMzkxOTUuaHRtbA==/XWoRj56D09M1T4ybzCIMSA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-69


 

S. Korea seeks to arrange high-level talks with with N. Korean delegates: ministry​ (Yonhap, 
02/05/2018) 
South Korea says North stole cryptocurrency worth billions of won last year (Reuters, 02/05/2018) 
Top North Korean Official Will Visit South Korea During Olympics (NY Times, 02/04/2018) 
Unified Korean women's ice hockey team play debut match (02/04/2018) 
 
International: 
(3rd LD) S. Korean, U.S. nuke envoys discuss ways to resume denuclearization talks (Yonhap, 
02/05/2018) 
(News Focus) Will PyeongChang Olympics pave way for N.K.-U.S. talks? (Yonhap, 02/05/2018) 
[Olympics] Olympics to set stage for North Korea-US talks: experts (Korea Times, 02/05/2018) 
A hole in sanctions (Joongang Daily, 02/06/2018) 
Axios: Pence will try to disrupt normalization of North Korea at the Olympics (CNN, 02/05/2018) 
China says to ban export of more dual-use goods to North Korea (Reuters, 02/05/2018) 
Dad of North Korea detainee to be guest of Pence at Olympics (Washington Post, 02/05/2018) 
Democratic senators: Trump lacks ‘legal authority’ for preemptive, ‘bloody nose’ strike on North 
Korea (Washington Post, 02/05/2018) 
Father of Otto Warmbier will attend Olympic Opening Ceremony with Pence (CNN, 02/04/2018) 
Free from int'l sanctions, N. Korean ferry needs nod from Seoul to sail to South: officials (Yonhap, 
02/05/2018) 
Mike Pence to stop North Korea 'hijacking' Winter Olympics, aide says (The Guardian, 02/4/2018) 
North Korea criticises Trump's 'sinister' State of the Union address (The Guardian, 02/04/2018) 
North Korea is using its Berlin embassy to acquire nuclear tech, intel chief says (CNN, 02/05/2018) 
North Korea to Send High-level Delegation to Winter Olympics in South Korea (VOA, 02/04/2018) 
Sanctioned NK ferry to bring troupe to South (Korea Times, 02/05/2018) 
Pence leaves for Asia, focused on increasing pressure on North Korea (Washington Post, 
02/05/2018) 
Pence wants to ‘control the message’ at PyeongChang (Joongang Daily, 02/06/2018) 
S. Korean, U.S. nuke envoys to meet to discuss N.K. (Yonhap, 02/05/2018) 
Taiwan calls on its firms not to break North Korea sanctions (Reuters, 02/05/2018) 
The dangers of a ‘bloody nose’ for North Korea (Washington Post, 02/04/2018) 
Trump’s rhetoric threatens peace-making in Korean peninsula (The Guardian, 02/05/2018) 
US and North Korea's political games threaten to overshadow the Olympics (CNN, 02/05/2018) 
 
In North Korea:​ 

●​ NK has appointed a senior defense official to lead the military's powerful General Political 
Bureau after dismissing its former head following an inspection, Seoul's spy agency said 
Mon. (Yonhap) 

●​ Chang Ung, the lone N.Korean member of the International Olympics Committee (IOC), said 
Mon. he wishes athletes from his country to "do their best" at the PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics. (Chang Dong-woo, Yonhap) 

●​ As NK continues its charm offensive coinciding with the Pyeongchang Olympics, sources 
inside the country are reporting that the authorities have initiated yet another crackdown 
on defections. The dramatic escape of a N.Korean soldier through the DMZ late last year, 
caught on camera and broadcast around the world, served as a wake-up call to the 
authorities for their inability to prevent defections. (Lee Sang Yong, DailyNK) 
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●​ An expanded plenary meeting of the DPRK Cabinet was held on or around January 19, 2018.  
The agenda item was “measures to carry out the programmatic tasks set forth by respected 
and beloved supreme leader Comrade KJU in his 2018 New Year’s Address” while also 
emphasizing “priority issues and putting forth methodological issues.” (NK Leadership Watch) 

●​ NK has chosen Kim Yong-nam—president of the Presidium of the Supreme People’s 
Assembly, NK’s rubber-stamp legislature—to lead a high-level delegation to the 
PyeongChang Winter Games this week, a sign that the regime is emphasizing pomp and 
ceremony at the international gathering instead of sending a nitty-gritty negotiator. (Lee 
Sung-eun, Jeong Yong-soo, Joongang Daily) 

●​ The Masikryong Ski Resort near NK's east coast city of Wonsan in (North) Gangwon Province 
appears unaffected by UN Security Council (UNSC) sanctions on the repressive state. (Yi 
Whan-woo, Joint Press Corps, Korea Times) 

●​ NK appears to be trying to enliven the mood for the 70th anniversary of its armed forces, 
Feb. 8, the day before the opening of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Yi Whan-woo, 
Korea Times) 

●​ NK is tightening surveillance of its soldiers to prevent them from fleeing to SK in the lead-up 
to the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, according to sources familiar with Pyongyang (Yi 
Whan-woo, Korea Times) 

●​ After SK hosted the Summer Olympics in 1988, NK, which has been “interlocked with an 
invisible rope with one side’s victory meaning the other’s failure,” tried to do SK one better in 
1989. It spent $4 billion on the World Festival of Youth and Students, a kind of socialist 
quasi-Olympics and cultural extravaganza, which—according to analysts and N.Korean 
defectors—played a part in the economic catastrophe that engulfed the country. (Choe 
Sang-hun, NY Times) 

●​ This post is a quick, English version of the update of information provided to Radio Free Asia 
(in Korean) regarding the changes in formal N.Korean markets under the KJU regime. These 
changes include two-dozen newly established markets, as well as the relocation, 
renovations, and expansions of hundreds more. (NK Econ Watch) 

●​ Over 110,000 N.Koreans are infected with a potentially deadly strain of flu, raising concerns 
that it my have spread to SK following cross-border visits of the delegations in preparation 
for the PyeongChang Olympics that start this week. (Yi Whan-woo, ​Korea Times) 

●​ State-run real estate developers in Pyongyang are asking prospective tenants to bear a part 
of the costs of a new apartment building even before construction begins, according to 
sources familiar with the matter. (Yi Whan-woo, Korea Times) 

●​ NK's nominal head of state Kim Yong-nam is an elite veteran diplomat who has represented 
the North according to its constitution for two decades as the head of the parliament's 
presidium. (Yonhap) 

 
In South Korea: 

●​ A US military base that once sat 60 miles from the NK border is one step closer to being 
converted into an ambitious park, and for one of its S.Korean planners, the transformation 
holds personal significance. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 
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●​ NK has proposed sending its art troupe to SK on a ferry this week for performances to mark 
the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, Seoul officials said Mon.The S.Korean government also 
said that it will consider exempting their trip from SK's 2010 sanctions that ban N.Korean 
ships from making a port call in SK. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK's presidential office Cheong Wa Dae on Mon. welcomed NK's plan to send its nominal 
head of state as leader of a high-level delegation to the PyeongChang Winter Olympic 
Games, saying it shows the communist state's sincere efforts to improve inter-Korean ties. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ Moon is considering holding a one-on-one meeting with NK's ceremonial head of state set 
to visit SK this week to attend the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, officials said Mon. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ A Cheong Wa Dae official expressed hope, Sun., that NK will send its "highest-level" officials 
to lead its delegation at the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Yi Whan-woo, Korea Times) 

●​ NK’s International Olympic Committee (IOC) member Chang Ung landed in SK Sun. to attend 
an IOC meeting later this week in Pyeongchang County, Gangwon, saying he hoped for a 
successful Winter Games. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Daily) 

●​ NK’s ceremonial leader will make an unprecedented visit to SK this week, officials said on 
Mon., as hopes grow for high-level inter-Korean talks during the Winter Olympics that begin 
in four days. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters) 

●​ NK and SK face a widening linguistic divide after 70 years of division, and that is a challenge 
for the rivals' first-ever joint Olympic team as it prepares for the Pyeongchang Winter 
Games. (AP) 

●​ NK’s head of state is coming to archrival SK, but it’s the wrong one—at least if the goal is 
peace on the volatile Korean Peninsula. (Foster Klug, AP) 

●​ NK has hacked one of the online virtual currency trading systems in SK, the National 
Intelligence Service (NIS) claimed Mon., without revealing the name of the system. Through 
the cyberattack, tens of billions of won were stolen and transferred to NK, the spy agency 
told the National Assembly Intelligence committee. (Choi Ha-young, Korea Times) 

●​ NK is to send its highest ranking official ever to the SK, amid an ongoing thaw in relations 
over the Winter Olympic Games. (Nicola Smith, Danielle Demetriou, Telegraph) 

●​ Propaganda leaflets from NK marking the start of the 2018 Winter Olympics have been found 
in mountains in the S.Korean capital, Seoul, a NK specialist news website reported on Mon. 
(Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ NK will send its nominal head of state and other senior officials  to SK this week. Kim 
Yong-nam, the head of the NK's parliament, will be the highest-level N.Korean official to visit 
SK since the North sent then-No. 2 Hwang Pyong So at the close of the 2014 Asian Games in 
Incheon, SK. (Reuters) 

●​ NK confirmed Kim Yong-nam's attendance at the opening ceremony, set for Fri. Although 
this signals a thaw in relations between the Koreas, experts say it is unlikely to have any 
impact on the North's nuclear ambitions. (BBC) 

●​ A N.Korean art troupe will likely travel by ship to stage a performance in SK for this week’s 
Winter Olympics under an exemption from bilateral sanctions, SK’s Unification Ministry said 
on Mon.. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ A 23-member advance team of N.Koreans arrived in SK on Mon. to prepare for the North’s 
participation in the Pyeongchang Olympics, S.Korean officials said. (AP) 
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●​ A 140-member arts troupe from NK plans to travel to SK this week by ferry, forcing the SK to 
temporarily lift its ban on all N.Korean ships entering its waters, officials said on Mon. (Choe 
Sang-hun, NY Times) 

●​ NK and SK will send a “powerful message of peace” to the world when they march together 
under one flag at the opening ceremony of the Pyeongchang Winter Games, International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach said on Mon. (Peter Rutherford, Reuters) 

●​ The announcement on Mon. that one of the highest-ranking officials in NK will attend the 
PyeongChang Olympics in SK is raising expectations for a diplomatic breakthrough at the 
games. (Brian Padden, VOA) 

●​ SK will strive to arrange high-level inter-Korean talks during a N.Korean government 
delegation's visit later this week to attend the Olympic opening ceremony, the Unification 
Ministry said Mon. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK said on Mon. that NK last year stole cryptocurrency from SK worth billions of won and 
that it was still trying to hack into its exchanges. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ NK plans to send a high-level government delegation to SK to attend the opening ceremony 
of the Winter Olympics this week, S.Korean officials said on Sun. (Choe Sang-hun, NY Times) 

●​ Wearing a blue logo of a map symbolising peace between NK and SK, the most talked-about 
team at the Winter Olympics was in action on Sunday in a friendly that drew thousands of 
spectators. (AP) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ The top nuclear envoys of SK and the US discussed ways to channel the reconciliatory mood 
created by NK's participation in the upcoming Winter Olympics into resumption of talks 
aimed at "peacefully" resolving the nuclear stalemate, the foreign ministry said Mon. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ NK's plan to send its titular head of state to SK for the upcoming Winter Olympics has drawn 
fresh attention to whether the sports event will set the stage for direct contact between 
Pyongyang and Washington. (Koh Byung-joon,Yonhap) 

●​ There is a possibility that the PyeongChang Winter Olympics will set the stage for direct 
talks between the US and NK. (Lee Min-hyung, Korea Times) 

●​ The Winter Games are a critical moment for NK as well. The recalcitrant regime faces two 
choices: whether to confront even-tougher international sanctions through more 
provocations after the Olympics or find a breakthrough in its tense relations with the US 
through dialogue. (Joongang Daily) 

●​ Vice President Mike Pence will deride any notion of normalizing NK's relationships with the 
outside world while he leads the US delegation at the Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, SK, 
this week, a Pence aide told Axios on Sun. (Maegan Vazquez, CNN) 

●​ China released a further list of goods banned for export to NK on Mon., saying the items 
could be used to build weapons of mass destruction, amid a standoff between NK and the US 
over its weapons programs. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ The father of the US college student who died after being jailed in NK will visit SK this week 
to attend the opening ceremonies of the Olympics as a guest of Vice President Mike Pence. 
(AP) 

●​ A group of Democratic senators is warning President Trump that he lacks the “legal 
authority” to carry out a preemptive strike on NK, amid questions over whether the White 
House is considering a risky “bloody nose” attack. (David Nakamura, Washington Post) 
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●​ The father of the late Otto Warmbier, an American student who was jailed in NK, will attend 
the Olympic opening ceremony in Pyeongchang, SK. (Aileen Graef, CNN) 

●​ The 9,700-ton N.Korean ferry Mangyongbong-92 is set to carry a N.Korean art troupe across 
the inter-Korean border for the 2018 Winter Olympics in SK, having been cleared of 
questions over whether it would violate international sanctions. But it needs an exemption 
from S.Korean sanctions in order to enter a S.Korean port, while Seoul said it is ready to 
approve. (Yonhap) 

●​ The US vice-president, Mike Pence, will stop NK “hijacking” the Winter Olympics, an aide 
said on Sun., by using his own presence at the Games to remind the world that “everything 
the N.Koreans do at the Olympics is a charade to cover up the fact that they are the most 
tyrannical and oppressive regime on the planet.” (Martin Pengelly, The Guardian) 

●​ NK has hit back at Donald Trump after he criticised the regime for its human rights abuses 
in his State of the Union address, with Pyongyang describing the speech as the “screams of 
Trump” who was “terrified” by its power. (Agence France-Presse, The Guardian) 

●​ NK has been acquiring technology for its nuclear weapons program through its Berlin 
embassy, according to Germany's intelligence chief. (Susanna Capelouto, Sara Mazloumsaki, 
and Sheena McKenzie, CNN) 

●​ NK's ceremonial head of state will lead a high-level Pyongyang delegation to the Winter 
Olympics in SK later this week, officials in Seoul said Sun. (Ken Bredemeier, VOA) 

●​ NK informed SK that it could send a large-scale artistic troupe to the South for 
performances ahead of the PyeongChang Olympics via the sanctioned ferry 
Mangyongbong-92, Tues. (Kim Bo-eun, Korea Times) 

●​ Vice President Pence departs Mon. for a five-day trip to Japan and SK, a visit to Asia intended 
to focus almost entirely on rallying allies to ratchet up their pressure on KJU’s repressive 
regime, as well as directly pressing NK to stop its nuclear ambitions. (Ashley Parker, 
Washington Post) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence is expected to use his presence at the PyeongChang Winter 
Games to prevent NK from “hijacking” the message of the Olympics, his aide was reported as 
saying on Sun. (Sarah Kim, Joongang Daily) 

●​ Top nuclear envoys of SK and the US will meet in Seoul on Mon. to discuss NK's nuclear and 
missile problems, the S.Korean foreign ministry said. (Yonhap) 

●​ Taiwan on Mon. called on its companies not to carry out any trade with NK in violation of 
UN sanctions and said it was keeping a close watch, after a report found a network of ships 
supplying petroleum products based in Taiwan. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ The argument for preemptive action is that the US cannot suppose that it can deter the KJU 
regime from using its weapons, because it is irrational. It follows that allowing the dictator to 
acquire the capacity to strike the homeland is intolerable and the infliction of a “bloody 
nose” would convince him that the US is serious about preventing it. But, Mr. Cha asks, “if we 
believe that Kim is undeterrable without such a strike, how can we also believe that a strike 
will deter him from responding in kind?” (Editorial Board, Washington Post) 

●​ Despite the painstaking efforts of Moon to use this week’s opening of the Winter Olympics to 
build bridges with NK, Donald Trump remains locked on a dangerous collision course with 
what he calls KJU's “depraved regime.” (Simon Tisdall, The Guardian) 

●​ ​SK may be touting the Winter Games as the "Peace Olympics," but that hasn't stopped the US 
and NK seeking to score political points against each other. (James Griffiths, CNN) 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Jinny Ahn, HRNK Research Intern 
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Tuesday, February 6, 2018 
 

UN Committee Blocks Qualified American NGOs, Protects Iran 
and North Korea Human Rights Abuses; (4th LD) N.K. art troupe 

arrives in S. Korea for Olympic celebrations 
 
Top News: 
Press Release: UN Committee Blocks Qualified American NGOs, Protects Iran and North Korea 
Human Rights Abuses (US Mission to the UN, 02/05/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
2.6-magnitude quake detected in N. Korea in aftermath of September nuke test (Yonhap, 
02/06/2018) 
Advance payments in the Pyongyang housing market (NK Econ Watch, 02/05/2018) 
More Troops Practice for Upcoming Military Parade (38 North, 02/05/2018) 
North Korea launches 'exclusive' new beer (BBC, 02/06/2018) 
North Koreans Venting Over Forced ‘Donations’ For National Projects (RFA, 02/05/2018) 
North nixes plan to invite foreign press to military parade (Joongang Ilbo, 02/06/2018) 
Real estate companies in Pyongyang use advance payments to fund construction (Daily NK, 
02/06/2018) 
Report: Kim Jong Un ordering officials to attract foreign investment (UPI, 02/06/2018) 
Renewed grievances over forced labor for Masik Pass Ski Resort construction (Daily NK, 
02/06/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
Main opposition party rebukes gov't for allowing N.K. ferry entry (Yonhap, 02/05/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
(Yonhap Feature) Joint Korean hockey team coming together before PyeongChang Olympics(Yonhap, 
02/05/2018) 
(LEAD) N.K.'s 280-member delegation to travel to S. Korea this week ahead of Olympics (Yonhap, 
02/06/2018) 
(4th LD) N.K. art troupe arrives in S. Korea for Olympic celebrations (Yonhap, 02/06/2018) 
N. Korea dominates pre-Olympic media coverage at Pyeongchang (Washington Post, 02/06/2018) 
North Korean orchestra steals the limelight as fans shun Winter Olympics (Telegraph, 02/06/2018) 
North stealing cryptocurrency via hacks: NIS (Joongang Ilbo, 02/06/2018) 
(Olympics) Competition for ice time in full swing on joint Korean hockey team (Yonhap, 02/05/2018) 
(Olympics) Head of N. Korean delegation hails good weather for PyeongChang (Yonhap, 02/06/2018) 
(Olympics) N. Korean participation in PyeongChang 2018 to lay foundation for improving 
inter-Korean relations: top organizer (Yonhap, 02/05/2018) 
(2nd LD) (Olympics) Regulars return to practice for joint Korean hockey team (Yonhap, 02/06/2018) 
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(Olympics) South, North Korean figure skating pair teams hold practice session together (Yonhap, 
02/05/2018) 
(Olympics) Two N.K. taekwondo athletes part of North's women's hockey staff (Yonhap, 02/06/2018) 
(Olympics) Uncertainty hangs over joint Korean hockey team as Olympic roster takes shape(Yonhap, 
02/06/2018) 
(Olympics) Won Yun-jong to bear Korean Unification Flag during PyeongChang opener (Yonhap, 
02/06/2018) 
Olympic truce is not everything (Joongang Ilbo, 02/06/2018) 
Orchestral maneuvers: South Korean protesters greet North Korean Olympics ferry (Reuters, 
02/06/2018) 
Pyongyang’s orchestra arrives on ferry (Joongang Ilbo, 02/06/2018) 
Satellite images reveal new North Korean bases for fleet of assault hovercraft (Telegraph, 
02/06/2018) 
She killed 115 people before the last Korean Olympics. Now she wonders: ‘Can my sins be pardoned?’ 
(Washington Post, 02/06/2018) 
The Olympic Moment When South Korea Left the North Behind (NYT, 02/06/2018) 
 
International: 
Alpine skiing: Ligety pleased to see North Koreans compete in Pyeongchang (Reuters, 02/06/2018) 
Between Kim and hard-line Trump (Joongang Ilbo, 02/06/2018) 
China says mid-course missile interceptor test successful (Washington Post, 02/06/2018) 
China says senior foreign policy adviser to meet Tillerson (Washington Post, 02/06/2018) 
Danger of a ‘bloody nose’ (Joongang Ilbo, 02/06/2018) 
(LEAD) Leaders of S. Korea, Estonia agree to boost ties, cooperation (Yonhap, 02/06/2018) 
(LEAD) Moon says PyeongChang Olympics will mark start of building peace in Asia (Yonhap, 
02/05/2018) 
North Korea 'months away' from ability to hit U.S. with nuclear weapon: U.S. envoy (Reuters, 
02/06/2018) 
N. Korea on track to complete new hovercraft base: U.S. expert (Yonhap, 02/05/2018) 
North Korea says U.S. considering limited pre-emptive strike (Reuters, 02/06/2018) 
N. Korea warns South, U.S. against resumption of joint military drill (Yonhap, 02/06/2018) 
Pence heads to Olympics leaving open chance of talks with North Korea officials (Reuters, 
02/05/2018) 
Pence leaves for Asia with stern message on North Korea (Reuters, 02/05/2018) 
Pence won’t rule out NKorea meeting, will ‘see what happens’ (Washington Post, 02/06/2018) 
South Korean intelligence says N. Korean hackers possibly behind Coincheck heist - sources(Reuters, 
02/06/2018) 
The Latest: Pence in Japan to boost pressure on North Korea (Washington Post, 02/06/2018) 
Tillerson says 'we'll see what happens' on potential North Korea meeting (Reuters, 02/05/2018) 
U.S. senators ask Trump to explain Cha's withdrawal (Yonhap, 02/05/2018) 
U.S. Vice President Pence leaves for PyeongChang Olympics (Yonhap, 02/05/2018) 
USS Pueblo: Crew of US Navy ship seized by North Korea sues Pyongyang (CNN, 02/06/2018) 
Washington sends message to North Korea as Pence heads to Winter Olympics (Telegraph, 
02/06/2018) 
 
Top News: 
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●​ The UN Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) voted against granting 
consultative status to HRNK despite having a long track record of success and having amply 
demonstrated that they would add value to the UN system. US Ambassador Nikki Haley and 
the US stand behind HRNK however, and the decision could be reversed by a vote in the 
entire UN Economic and Social Council in April 2018. (US Mission to the UN) 

 
​In North Korea:​ 

●​ A 2.6-magnitude earthquake shook NK's northern area on Tues in the aftermath of the 
communist country's latest nuclear test, in Sept last year, the S. Korean weather agency said. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ Daily NK reports an interesting trend on the Pyongyang real estate market of construction 
companies selling apartment units before construction is finished, requiring what sounds 
like a regular deposit. (Benjamin Katzeff Silberstein, NK Econ Watch) 

●​ A new Planet image of NK’s Mirim Parade Training Facility shows expanded preparations for 
the military parade expected to be held on Feb 8 to celebrate the foundation of the KPA. (38 
North) 

●​ NK has launched a new beer made using an "exclusive" new brewing technique. (BBC) 
●​ Residents of two cities in NK’s North Hamgyong province are grumbling over a government 

directive requiring them to provide funds and supplies to aid the construction of the latest 
historic site to memorialize the country’s founder Kim Il-sung. (RFA) 

●​ NK aborted plans to invite foreign journalists and envoys to a military parade that is 
intended to highlight the 70th anniversary of its army founding day this Thurs, saying it will 
celebrate the event on its own. (Yeh Young-june, Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Real estate companies in Pyongyang are pushing ahead with construction projects in the 
new year after receiving permission from the N.Korean authorities. These companies are 
reportedly securing construction funds by demanding upfront payments for spaces in the 
buildings. (Seol Song-ah, Daily NK) 

●​ KJU may be strapped for cash and could be ordering his subordinates to seek out investors, 
using the momentum on the peninsula that is building before the Winter Games. (Elizabeth 
Shim, UPI) 

●​ Joint ski training events held at NK's Masik Pass ski resort this week have received coverage 
by the international press. According to inside sources there have been complaints about the 
forced labor mobilization that soldiers were subjected to by the regime to construct the ski 
facilities. (Kang Mi-jin, Daily NK) 

 
In South Korea: 

●​ The main opposition Liberty Korea Party (LKP) on Tues decried the government's decision to 
allow the entry of a N. Korean ferry carrying an art troupe, warning it could weaken Seoul's 
sanctions for Pyongyang's past provocations. (Yonhap) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  
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●​ It's difficult to tell how well the joint team, first of its kind, hastily assembled only two weeks 
ago, will perform at the Olympics. But at the very least, its 35 players have shown signs of 
coming together in time for the games. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ A 280-member N. Korean delegation including cheerleaders and taekwondo demonstrators 
will travel to SK this week ahead of the Olympics. (Yonhap)​
NK's art troupe arrived in SK by ferry Tues to perform in celebration of the Olympics as 
Seoul temporarily lifted its ban on N. Korean ships' travel. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK is again stealing the show in pre-Olympic media coverage, although none of its 22 
athletes is expected to win a medal at the Winter Games. (Kim Hyung-jin, AP)  

●​ While there has been a rush of enthusiasm for the new star attraction of the Olympics, the N. 
Korean Orchestra, it has not been matched for actual sports events at the Games, where 
despondent officials for months have urged the public to boost sluggish ticket sales. (Nicola 
Smith, Telegraph) 

●​ Suh Hoon, director of the National Intelligence Service (NIS) blamed Pyongyang for hacking 
attacks on local cryptocurrency exchanges that stole tens of billions of won. (Kim Min-seok, 
Sarah Kim, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ 35 players (23 from SK, 12 from NK) on the joint hockey team are competing for 22 spots. And 
under the IOC's terms, head coach Sarah Murray must use at least three N. Koreans in each 
game at the Olympics. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ The head of the N. Korean delegation to the Olympics said Tues that the cold but sunny 
weather is likely to support the South as it hosts the world's biggest winter sporting event. 
(Kim Boram, Yonhap) 

●​ NK's participation in the 2018 Olympics will "lay the foundation for improving inter-Korean 
relations," Lee Hee-beom, head of the PyeongChang Organizing Committee for the 2018 
Olympic & Paralympic Games said Tues. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap). 

●​ Regular members of the Korean women's hockey team returned to practice Tues, with the 
squad's first game at the Olympics only four days away. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ The figure skating pair teams of the two Koreas -- Kim Kyu-eun and Kam Kang-chan from 
the South and Ryom Tae-ok and Kim Ju-sik from the North -- had their first joint practice 
session in a "good atmosphere" on Mon ahead of the Olympics. (Kim Boram, Yonhap) 

●​ Two members of NK's taekwondo squad that will perform in the South during the Olympics 
were found to have made their way across the border earlier than initially expected, as 
supporting members of the country's women's hockey team, officials said Tues. (Yonhap) 

●​ The Olympic roster for the joint Korean women's hockey team appears to be taking shape, as 
a shroud of mystery came over the 35-deep squad on Tues. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ Olympic athletes of the two Koreas will march together behind a Korean Unification Flag 
carried by Won Yun-jong, a bobsledder from the South, at the opening ceremony of the 
Olympics this week, but his northern counterpart has yet to be chosen. (Yonhap) 

●​ In a supposed Olympic Truce, NK continues to perform nuclear tests, stage military parades, 
use the Olympics for the propaganda of the North Korean regime and its leader Kim 
Jong-un. with performances of the North Korean art troupe and cheering squad. (Park 
Sung-soo, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ A N. Korean ferry arrived in SK on Tues carrying a 140-strong orchestra to perform during 
the Olympics, taking advantage of a rare sanctions exemption from Seoul 16 years after its 
previous visit but greeted by angry protests. (Shin Hyon-hee, Elaine Lies, Reuters) 
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●​ Members of NK’s Samjiyon Orchestra arrived in SK Tues afternoon on a passenger ship after 
Seoul lifted unilateral sanctions banning any N. Korean vessels from sailing in domestic 
waters. (Lee Sung-eun, Jeong Yong-soo, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ NK is developing bases for its fleet of assault hovercraft that will be able to deploy elite 
special forces troops on S. Korean soil in half an hour. (Julian Ryall, Telegraph) 

●​ The reminders of Kim Hyon-hui's role in the bombing of Korean Air Lines Flight 858 seem to 
be everywhere. SK is hosting the Winter Olympics this month, and even seeing the Olympic 
rings gives her flashbacks to 30 years ago, the other time this country was preparing to host 
the Games. (Chico Harlan, Washington Post) 

●​ The Olympics in Seoul in 1988 ended up being a turning point. Over the past 30 years, the 
two Koreas have diverged sharply — economically, politically and culturally. (Mokoto Rich, 
Choe Sang-hun, Audrey Carlsen, Megan Specia, NYT)  

 
International:​​​  

●​ US ski racer Ted Ligety is all in favor of N. Korean athletes competing at this month’s Winter 
Games and says one of the key goals of the Olympics is to help countries overcome their 
differences through sport. (Peter Rutherford, Reuters) 

●​ SK must strengthen its diplomacy following US’s hard-line stance and NK’s potential 
provocations. Seoul should make efforts to facilitate talks between the US and NK before the 
start of the Olympics on Fri. (Kim Hyun-wook, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ China said Tues it successfully tested a mid-course anti-missile defense system within its 
own territory, a move that comes amid tensions over NK’s nuclear weapons program and 
China’s own military developments in disputed regional waters. (Christopher Bodeen, AP) 

●​ China’s senior foreign policy adviser will meet with  Secretary of State Rex Tillerson later this 
week, state media reported, amid concerns over NK and growing trade tensions. (AP) 

●​ SK must give Trump the strong conviction that SK remains a reliable ally of the US. If Seoul 
continues to kowtow to Pyongyang with blind hopes for improving inter-Korean relations, 
like with the Olympics, it will only push the US closer to the “bloody nose” option. (Nam 
Jeong-ho, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ President Moon and Estonian President Kersti Kaljulaid agreed Tues to enhance the 
countries' bilateral cooperation in various areas, including cyber defense and fostering 
startup businesses, Seoul's presidential office Cheong Wa Dae said. (Yonhap) 

●​ Moon reaffirmed his efforts Mon to make the upcoming Olympic Games a success, saying 
the event will mark the start of establishing peace in the region. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK is only months away from obtaining the capability to hit US territory with a nuclear 
weapon and must be disarmed, a US envoy said on Tues, dismissing Pyonyang’s diplomatic 
thaw with SK as a “charm offensive” that fooled no one. (Stephaine Nebehay, Reuters) 

●​ NK appears to be on track to complete a new hovercraft base, with some of the key facilities 
being constructed next year, Joseph Bermudez, a NK defense analyst said Mon. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK accused the US on Tues of seeking to aggravate the situation on the divided Korean 
peninsula by “deploying large nuclear assets” nearby and lay the ground for a possible 
pre-emptive strike against it. (Reuters) 

●​ NK warned Tues that a resumption of SK and the US' annual joint military exercises will 
throw the Korean Peninsula back into a state of confrontation. (Yonhap) 
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●​ US VP Mike Pence arrived in Japan on Tues at the start of an Asia trip that takes him to the 
Winter Olympics in SK, saying he had no plans to talk to N. Korean officials but leaving open 
the chance of a meeting. (Tim Kelly, Shin Hyonhee, Reuters) 

●​ Pence departed for a trip to Japan and SK on Mon with a stark message that countries should 
not be fooled by what the White House sees as a N. Korean attempt to overshadow the 2018 
Olympics with propaganda. (Jeff Mason, Reuters) 

●​ Pence said he has not ruled out the possibility of meeting with N. Korean officials at the 
upcoming Olympics in SK. (Zeke Miller, AP) 

●​ SK's intelligence agency told lawmakers N. Korean hackers could have been behind the $530 
million theft of virtual coins from a Japanese cryptocurrency exchange last month. (Reuters) 

●​ Pence has arrived in Japan on the second stop of his Asia swing that he says will boost 
pressure on NK over its nuclear program during the Winter Olympic games in the South. 
(AP) 

●​ US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said on Mon “we’ll have to see what happens” when asked 
whethere Pence or other officials would meet N. Koreans at the Winter Olympic Games next 
week. (Reuters) 

●​ A group of 17 independent and democrat US senators asked Trump Mon to explain his 
withdrawal of Victor Cha from consideration for ambassador to SK, saying it is "shocking" 
that the post remains vacant. (Yonhap) 

●​ US VP Pence left Mon to visit Japan and SK, where he will attend the Olympics and deliver a 
message of resolve against NKs nuclear weapons. (Yonhap) 

●​ Survivors of the USS Pueblo are suing NK, 50 years after the American spy ship was seized 
off the Korean Peninsula and its crew held hostage and tortured for 11 months. (James 
Griffiths, CNN) 

●​ Pence will arrive in SK for the opening of the Winter Olympic Games accompanied by Fred 
Warmbier, his presence is being seen as a signal to Pyongyang that Washington has no 
intention of easing the pressure on the KJU regime over its human rights record. (Telegraph) 
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Who is the heroic Ji Seong-ho of the SOTU moment of waving crutches? Greg Scarlatoiu, executive 
director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea. @GordonGChang @TheDailyBeast (The 
John Batchelor Show, 01/31/2018) 
North Korea Human Rights, 4 Years After the UN Inquiry (The Diplomat, 02/06/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
Curious About the Lives of North Korea’s Isolated Athletes? Here’s a Glimpse (NY Times, 02/07/2018) 
Foreign Ministry Institute for American Studies Issues Spox Statement on Nuclear Posture Review 
(NK Leadership Watch, 02/07/2018) 
Keeping up with the Kims: North Korea's elusive first family (BBC, 02/07/2018) 
Kim Jong-un’s Influential Sister to Visit South Korea for Olympic Ceremony (NY Times, 02/07/2018) 
Kim Jong-un’s sister is coming for Olympics opening ceremony (Joongang Daily, 02/07/2018) 
Kim Jong Un's younger sister, a gatekeeper on charm offensive (CNN, 02/07/2018) 
Kim Yo Jong Sees Off Samjyo’n Orchestra as it Heads for ROK (NK Leadership Watch, 02/07/2018) 
N. Korea university learns to cope under U.S. travel ban, sanctions (Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
North Korea Prohibits Travel Amid Military Anniversary Preparations (RFA, 02/06/2018) 
North Korea's winter military parade full of cold, beatings, and exhaustion (Daily NK, 02/07/2018) 
North Korean merchant says trade and smuggling slashed by sanctions (Daily NK, 02/07/2018) 
Parade Drills Continue, No Signs of Missile Launchers Yet (38North, 02/06/2018) 
Powerful sister likely to relay Kim Jong-un's views to Seoul (Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
KJU's sister, Kim Yo-jong, is set to become the first member of NK's ruling dynasty to set foot in SK 
this week. The Unification Ministry in Seoul announced Wed. that Kim Yo-jong will be part of a 
high-ranking government delegation attending the Winter Olympic opening ceremony slated for Fri. 
(Yonhap) 
PPJ Visits Dental Hygiene Products Factory (NK Leadership Watch, 02/07/2018) 
DPRK state media reported on Feb. 2 (Fri.) that Premier and State Affairs Commission Vice Chairman 
Pak Pong Ju inspected the Pyongyang Dental Hygiene Products Factory. (NK Leadership Watch) 
Why North Korean hackers are targeting Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies (Telegraph, 
02/07/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
(LEAD) Seoul welcomes planned visit of N. Korean leader's sister (Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
At the DMZ, Korean reunification seems an impossible task for these ‘Peace Olympics’ (Washington 
Post, 02/07/2018) 
South Mulls Meeting N. Korean Request to Fuel Artists' Ship (NY Times, 02/06/2018) 
To give or not Samsung phone to North Korean Olympians (Washington Post, 02/07/2018) 
VIP seating plan a headache for Pyeongchang's opening party (Reuters, 02/07/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
(3rd LD) N.K. to send leader Kim Jong-un's sister to S. Korea for Olympics (Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
(4th LD) N.K. cheerleaders travel to S. Korea ahead of Olympics (Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
(LEAD) N.K. asks S. Korea to offer fuel for ship that carried art troupe (Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
(Olympics) Head of N. Korean delegation hails good weather for PyeongChang (Yonhap, 02/06/2018) 
(Olympics) Officials of N. Korean taekwondo body arrive in Seoul (Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
A rare visitor (Joongang Daily, 02/07/2018) 
Can Korea ever truly find peace? (Joongang Daily, 02/07/2018) 
Commentary: Winter Olympics thaw won’t warm young South Koreans to unity (Reuters, 
02/06/2018) 
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Figure skaters rekindle friendship (Joongang Daily, 02/07/2018) 
Inter-Korean Olympic Sports Exchange Could Undermine 'Spirit of Sanctions' (VOA, 02/06/2018) 
Kim Jong Un to send his sister to South Korea as part of Olympic delegation (Washington Post, 
02/07/2018) 
Kim Jong-un's sister to attend the Winter Olympics: what Kim Yo-jong's visit means for Korean 
relations (Telegraph, 02/07/2018) 
NK artistic troupe arrives in South (Korea Times, 02/07/2018) 
North Korea cheer squad arrives for Olympic games in South (Washington Post, 02/07/2018) 
North Korea leader’s sister to come to PyeongChang Friday (Korea Times, 02/07/2018) 
North Korea leader's sister to make landmark visit to South for Olympics (BBC, 02/07/2018) 
Olympic peace unlikely to result in denuclearization, says head of unification research center (Daily 
NK, 02/07/2018) 
Pyongyang slams S. Korean conservatives' rally against N.K. art troupe (Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
Sister of North Korean leader to come to South for Olympics (Washington Post, 02/07/2018) 
 
International: 
(LEAD) Pence: U.S. soon to unveil toughest-yet sanctions on N. Korea (Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
(Olympics) Pro-Pyongyang body's cheering squad not allowed to join N.K. cheerleaders: report 
(Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
A dangerous encounter (Joongang Daily, 02/07/2018) 
A Korean Olympic Dilemma: Do Hockey Sticks Violate U.N. Sanctions? (NY Times, 02/07/2018) 
Family of American Held in North Korea Speaks Out (VOA, 02/07/2018) 
In Asia, Pence pressures North Korea ahead of Olympics (CNN, 02/07/2018) 
Kim Jong Un's sister joins North Korean Winter Olympics delegation (CNN, 02/07/2018) 
Kim Jong-un's sister to attend Winter Olympics opening ceremony (Guardian, 02/07/2018) 
Mattis vows to bolster Guam defense against N.K. threat (Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
Mike Pence announces 'toughest sanctions ever' on North Korea and vows not to let Pyongyang 
hijack Winter Olympics (Telegraph, 02/07/2018) 
Mongolia lawmakers to consider strict immigration cap (Reuters, 02/07/2018) 
Mozambique Denies Doing Business with North Korea (VOA, 02/07/2018) 
North Korea at the Winter Olympics: All you need to know (BBC, 02/07/2018) 
North Korea leader's sister takes 'real power' south to Olympics (BBC, 02/07/2018) 
North Korea to face harshest U.S. sanctions yet, Pence vows (Washington Post, 02/07/2018) 
North Korean Defector Aims to 'Wake Up' Compatriots (VOA, 02/06/2018) 
North Korean leader's sister to visit South Korea for winter Olympics (Reuters, 02/06/2018) 
Pence, Abe stand strong against North (Joongang Daily, 02/07/2018) 
Pence Announces US to Issue 'Toughest, Most Aggressive' North Korea Sanctions (VOA, 02/07/2018) 
Pence promises 'toughest' economic sanctions ever for North Korea (UPI, 02/07/2018) 
Pence says U.S. will work closely with allies to denuclearize N.K. (Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
Pence says US to unveil ‘toughest’ sanctions on N. Korea (Washington Post, 02/07/2018) 
Pence's fateful choice at the Olympics (CNN, 02/07/2018) 
Pope praises joint Korean Olympic teams, Vatican willing to back peace initiatives (Reuters, 
02/07/2018) 
Pope Francis praises Koreas’ Olympic cooperation (Washington Post, 02/07/2018) 
Russian, North Korean diplomats discussed Korean peninsula at a Moscow meeting: Ifx (Reuters, 
02/07/2018) 
S. Korea in consultations with U.S on planned trips by N.K. leader's sister (Yonhap, 02/07/2018) 
Sanctions Test Limits of North Korea Olympic Participation (VOA, 02/06/2018) 
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Showdown in PyeongChang? Kim Jong Un’s sister and VP Pence both head to Olympics.(Washington 
Post, 02/07/2018) 
South Korea's ultimate goal: U.S., North Korea dialogue (UPI, 02/07/2018) 
Trump, Britain's May discuss North Korea by phone: White House (Reuters, 02/07/2018) 
U.S. vows new North Korea sanctions ahead of Olympics face-off (Reuters, 02/07/2018) 
Unified Korea hockey team is not just window dressing: Bach (Reuters, 02/07/2018) 
US to impose 'toughest ever' sanctions on North Korea, Pence warns (CNN, 02/07/2018) 
Winter Olympics bring peace to Korean peninsula – for now (Guardian, 02/06/2018) 
 
Top News: 

●​ In this segment on The John Batchelor Show with John Batchelor and Gordon Chang of the 
Daily Beast, HRNK Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu discusses Ji Seong-ho's appearance at 
the State of the Union, Ji's work in SK, and what it means for the people who are left behind 
in NK who cannot escape the country easily. (John Batchelor, Gordon Chang, Greg 
Scarlatoiu, The John Batchelor Show) 

●​ In this new op-ed on The Diplomat following the launch of CSW's new report, Benedict 
Rogers concludes— after surveying more than 100 respondents that include recent N.Korean 
escapees, UN officials, and human rights experts—that in the past decade, the people of NK 
have changed, while the nature of the regime has not. NK has changed in three ways: the 
economy, human rights, and flow of information, all of which are interconnected. (Benedict 
Rogers, The Diplomat) 

 
​In North Korea:​ 

●​ NK's state athletic program is obscured by propaganda and limited access. But cobbling 
together information from the country’s state news media, analysts, defectors and athletes 
who have competed alongside N.Koreans has given the NY Times some insights. (Motoko 
Rich, NY Times) 

●​ The American Studies Institute of the DPRK Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a spokesman’s 
statement on Feb. 6 (Tues.) on the US Nuclear Posture Review. (NK Leadership Watch) 

●​ This piece from BBC explores the elusive nature of the Kim family. Members mentioned in 
this article include, KJU, his wife, and other members of his immediate family. (BBC)  

●​ The only sister of the N.Korean leader, KJU, will visit SK this week, the first immediate 
member of the North’s ruling family ever to set foot in the South, officials said on Wed. (Choe 
Sang-hun, NY Times) 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU’s younger sister, Kim Yo-jong, will visit SK on Fri. for the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics opening ceremony. The younger Kim will be part of a 23-member 
high-level delegation led by Kim Yong-nam, president of the Presidium of the Supreme 
People’s Assembly, NK’s rubber-stamp legislature. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Daily) 

●​ While she is often seen in the background of her powerful brother's public inspections, 
silently taking notes, holding bouquets of flowers from admirers or removing herself from 
the camera's gaze altogether, N.Korean leader KJU’s younger sister Kim Yo Jong will not be 
able to avoid the flashing lights of the cameras as she to the Olympics in SK this month. 
(Sheena McKenzie, CNN) 

●​ Musicians and singers in a delegation headed by Ministry of Culture Department Director 
Kwon Hak Byong were seen off on the train platform by officials including Kim Yo Jong, as 
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well as other senior DPRK arts functionaries and officials as they headed to the 2018 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics on Feb. 5th. (NK Leadership Watch) 

●​ NK's only private university has been learning to cope with a travel ban and sanctions 
imposed by the US but could face an uncertain future if the restrictions continue, its 
president said Tues. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK’s regime has issued a directive limiting long-distance travel for the entire month of Feb. 
to prevent any “incidents” that could overshadow an anniversary marking the foundation of 
the country’s military, according to sources. (Jieun Kim, Leejin Jun, Joshua Lipes, RFA) 

●​ Daily NK recently spoke with Kim Jong Ah, a defector with past experience participating in 
N.Korean military parades who commented that the Feb.8 parade will be the first time in 
NK’s history that it has conducted a military parade in the winter. She imagines that the KPA 
soldiers are now at the Mirim Airfield practicing for the performance and suffering in the 
cold. (Jang Seul Gi, Daily NK) 

●​ Daily NK recently spoke with a N.Korean merchant in the border city of Dandong to 
understand what sort of impact the international sanctions campaign is having on business. 
The interviewee noted that the damage to trade has been significant, and N.Koreans who are 
doing business in China are all worried about their future. (Kim Sung Il, Daily NK) 

●​ In an analysis by Joseph S. Bermudez, Jr., satellite images from NK's Mirim Parade Training 
Facility on Feb. 6 indicates that NK has continued practice drills for an upcoming military 
parade expected to be held Feb. 8. (38North) 

●​ DPRK state media reported on Feb. 2 (Fri.) that Premier and State Affairs Commission Vice 
Chairman Pak Pong Ju inspected the Pyongyang Dental Hygiene Products Factory. (NK 
Leadership Watch) 

●​ Accusations from SK intelligence that N.Korean hackers may be guilty of the theft of $530 
million of virtual coins from a Japanese cryptocurrency exchange last month have added to 
fears that Pyongyang may be shifting its formidable cyber prowess towards digital currency 
markets. (Nicola Smith, Telegraph) 

 
In South Korea: 

●​ SK's presidential office Cheong Wa Dae on Wed. welcomed the planned visit of N.Korean 
leader KJU's sister, noting it reflects the communist state's willingness to reduce tension on 
the Korean Peninsula. (Yonhap) 

●​ The PyeongChang Winter Olympics will start Fri. in SK. These Olympics are being promoted 
by the organizers as the “Peace Olympics.” However, this is an oversimplified sentiment; 
while the Olympics could well be an athletic, commercial and even cultural success, by 
themselves, they are not going to bring peace between NK and SK—countries that have been 
divided, initially against their will, since the end of World War II. (Barry Svrluga, Washington 
Post) 

●​ SK said Wed. its reviewing whether to meet NK request to provide fuel to the ferry that 
transported more than 100 N.Korean artists for performances at the Pyeongchang Olympics. 
(AP) 

●​ Olympic Partner Samsung Electronics has donated some 4,000 Galaxy Note 8 phones for 
athletes and officials at the International Olympic Committee so that they can document 
every moment and share their memories with the world. However, the SK is in limbo 
whether giving the device that costs at least $1,000 to N.Koreans would violate global 
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sanctions designed to punish their government’s nuclear ambitions. It’s also unclear if the 
phones would work on networks inside NK. (Youkyung Lee, AP) 

●​ SK wants to use the Games to re-engage with NK and encourage friendly encounters 
between Pyongyang and Washington, but is also anxious to avoid any awkward moments, 
which complicates the planning of VIP seating arrangements for the opening ceremony for 
the Pyeongchang Winter Olympic Games. (Soyoung Kim, James Pearson, Reuters) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ NK has offered to send the younger sister of leader KJU as a member of its high-level 
delegation for the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, Seoul officials said Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ Hundreds of N.Korean female cheerleaders arrived in SK on Wed. for a trip that will mark 
their first appearance in 13 years at an international sports event hosted by the SK. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK has asked SK to supply fuel to its ship that carried NK's art troupe to SK a day earlier as 
the ferry will be used for its lodging, Seoul's unification ministry said Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ The head of the N.Korean delegation to the PyeongChang Olympics said Tues. that the cold 
but sunny weather is likely to support SK as it hosts the world's biggest winter sporting 
event. (Yonhap) 

●​ High-ranking officials from Pyongyang's taekwondo governing body arrived in SK on Wed., 
as two Koreas prepare for joint taekwondo demonstrations to celebrate the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK has decided to send its leader KJU’s younger sister Kim Yo-jong to SK as a member of its 
high-level delegation to the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. According to security experts, 
the reasons for her selection may include KJU's view of the Olympics as the last opportunity 
to break the ice with the US, not to mention improving inter-Korean relations, especially as 
the Trump administration’s NK policy is tougher than that of any past US administration. 
(Joongang Daily) 

●​ If Washington affairs are unpredictable, the same can be said about the entirety of the 
Korean Peninsula. As such, there are various ideas and theories of what is the fundamental 
thinking and strategy of NK, although the wedge theory—supported by hostile 
undercurrents that still flow below the surface as concerned nations pursue long-term, 
competing geopolitical goals—is the most plausible. (Tom Coyner, Joongang Daily) 

●​ The long-lasting effect of the Winter Olympics that start in SK on Feb. 9 may bring that 
message home to her compatriots in NK – and those on the S.Korean left. Pyongyang’s 
charm offensives on SK will longer work; younger S.Koreans just don’t care that much about 
unification. (Andray Abrahamian, Reuters) 

●​ The N.Korean and S.Korean figure skating pairs promised each other they’d meet up at the 
2018 PyeongChang Olympics. After a few months of uncertainty, they were finally reunited at 
Gangneung Ice Arena in Gangwon on Mon. (Park So-young, Joongang Daily) 

●​ With just days before the opening ceremony for the 2018 PyeongChang Winter Olympics, 
some US experts are voicing concern that the highly publicized inter-Korean sports 
exchanges could undermine international sanctions intended to tighten the flow of cash into 
NK and pressure it to renounce its nuclear weapons and missiles programs. (Jiha Ham, VOA) 

●​ SK dream of making the Winter Olympics the “peace games” began taking shape Wed., with 
bus loads of N.Koreans arriving and an announcement that KJU’s sister would follow soon. 
(Anna Fifield, Washington Post) 
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●​ Kim Yo-jong will the first member of NK's ruling family to visit SK since the end of the 
1950-53 Korean War. Analysts say that her inclusion in the Olympics delegation shows NK's 
ambition to use the Olympics to break out from diplomatic isolation by improving relations 
with SK, which could then be used as a bride for approaching the US. (Neil Connor, 
Telegraph) 

●​ A N.Korean artistic troupe arrived in SK on the ferry Mangyongbong-92, Tues. for 
performances ahead of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Kim Bo-eun, Korea Times) 

●​ A 229-member strong, all-female cheering section arrived from NK on Wed. for the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics. (Eric Talmadge, AP) 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU’s sister, Kim Yo-jong, will be a member of the high-level delegation that 
will arrive in the South, Fri., for the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, the unification ministry 
said Wed. (Kim Bo-eun, Joint Press Corps, Korea Times) 

●​ Kim Yo-jong, a senior Workers' Party official promoted to the politburo last year, will be the 
first immediate Kim family member to cross the border.It is being seen as a sign that KJU is 
serious about improving ties with SK. Kim Yo-jong is one of KJU's closest aides and some are 
speculating that she might be bringing a message from her brother. (BBC) 

●​ Despite the current thaw in NK-SK tensions through diplomatic activity surrounding the 
Pyeongchang Olympic Games and the participation of N.Korean athletes, analysts are 
cautioning against over-expectations  They caution that as the games draw to a close and 
the US-ROK military exercises kick back into gear, there is a chance that tensions will flare 
up again. (Jang Seul Gi, Daily NK) 

●​ NK slammed anti-NK activists Wed. for having held a rally against NK's participation in the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics when its art troupe arrived in SK a day earlier for 
performances. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU’s sister, an increasingly prominent figure in the country’s leadership, 
will be part of the NK’s delegation to the S.Korean Winter Olympics, officials said Wed. (Kim 
Tong-Hyung, AP) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence said Wed. that the US will soon unveil its toughest-ever 
economic sanctions on NK in a bid to spur the country's denuclearization. (Yonhap) 

●​ A cheering group from a pro-Pyongyang organization in Japan has not been allowed to join 
cheerleaders from NK at the opening ceremony of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics this 
week, a US broadcaster reported Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ The weeks after the Games could be pivotal. SK has made too many concessions and may 
have pushed Washington's patience to its limits by weakening hard-won sanctions. It must 
not take lightly Washington’s rejection of Cha and President Trump’s introduction of 
N.Korean defector Ji Seong-ho to underscore the cruelties of Pyongyang’s regime in his first 
State of the Union address. It must not become an imposing and insensitive host; otherwise, 
it may have to pay a dear or humiliating price after the Games. The N.Korean threat is too 
grave to be solved through a pretentious handshake. (Kim Hyun-ki, Joongang Daily) 

●​ One question that has been tormenting S.Korean officials is the question of whether to give 
or not to give. S.Korean officials are struggling to be good Olympic hosts for the N.Korean 
delegation without violating the international sanctions punishing the NK for its nuclear 
weapons program. (Choe Sang-hun, NY Times) 
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●​ The family of Tony Kim (Sang-duk Kim), and American held by NK, is going public with its 
appeal for help. (Steve Redisch, VOA) 

●​ Vice President Mike Pence kicked off his swing through Asia Wed. by vowing to intensify 
pressure on NK over its growing nuclear threat and show solidarity with US allies in the 
region. (Elise Labott, CNN) 

●​ KJU is sending his younger sister to SK for the Winter Olympics, the first time any member 
of the Kim dynasty has visited the country. (James Griffiths, Sophie Jeong, CNN) 

●​ The sister of the N.Korean leader, KJU, will attend the opening ceremony of the Winter 
Olympics in SK on Fri., becoming the first member of Kim’s immediate family to cross the 
border. (Benjamin Haas, Guardian) 

●​ US Defense Secretary Jim Mattis vowed Tues. to bolster the defense of Guam against NK's 
ballistic missile threats, stating that the Pentagon was looking at "all the systems," including 
the land-based component, Aegis Ashore, as well as the reinforcement of the existing 
THAAD system and the Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense US Navy warship to ensure future 
protection of the Pacific area. (Yonhap) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence said Wed. Washington would soon unveil its "toughest 
sanctions ever" on NK, adding that the regime in Pyongyang would not be allowed to "hijack" 
the upcoming Olympics. (Telegraph Foreign Staff, Telegraph) 

●​ Mongolian lawmakers have proposed a new immigration cap, looking to protect domestic 
workers, even as citizens increasingly seek opportunities abroad, following last year's 
decision to cut its foreign workforce in half, and sending home about 1,200 N.Korean 
workers to comply with the sanctions. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ Mozambique is denying allegations that it continues to do business with NK in violation of 
U.N. sanctions. (Salem Solomon, VOA) 

●​ This BBC piece discusses the significance and impact of NK's presence in the Pyeongchang 
Games, from the diplomatic aspect to athlete performance. (BBC) 

●​ By dispatching his sister Kim Yo-jong as part of the delegation, KJU is demonstrating a high 
degree of confidence in his position in NK and that that whomever the DPRK delegation 
interacts with can rest assured that their message, or even proposal, will be taken directly to 
KJU. Kim Yo-jong's visit to SK gives her valuable experience representing NK publicly in 
another country. (Michael Madden, BBC) 

●​ Vice President Pence said Wed. that the Trump administration plans to roll out its harshest 
sanctions yet against NK. (Ashley Parker, Anna Fifield, Washington Post) 

●​ Kim Joo Il, a former captain in the N.Korean army before he defected, now edits the 
newspaper Free NK from London, through which he aims to expose the reality of life in the 
isolated state and the abuses carried out by its government. (Jason Godman, VOA) 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU’s 28-year-old sister will make her debut on the world stage when she 
visits SK to attend the opening ceremony of the Winter Olympics on Fri., Seoul’s Unification 
Ministry said. (Hyonhee Shin, Christine Kim, Reuters) 

●​ Vice President Mike Pence and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe emphasized maximizing 
pressure on NK over its nuclear and missile programs during their meeting Wed. in Tokyo, 
before heading to the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Sarah Kim, Joongang Daily) 

●​ Vice President Mike Pence said Wed. the US will soon announce its "the toughest and most 
aggressive" economic sanctions ever against NK. (Steve Herman, VOA) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence visited Japan's defense ministry Wed. While there, he also 
pledged that the Trump administration is committed to aiding Japan handle any future 
threats from Pyongyang. (Sarah Shayanian, UPI) 
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●​ US Vice President Mike Pence said Wed. the US will "stand shoulder to shoulder" with its 
allies, including Japan and SK, to achieve its goal of denuclearizing NK, foreign media 
reported. (Yonhap) 

●​ Vice President Mike Pence said the US is preparing to announce the “toughest and most 
aggressive” economic sanctions against NK in the coming days, boosting pressure on the 
bellicose government during the Winter Olympics. (Zeke Miller, AP) 

●​ Vice President Mike Pence is on his way to the Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, SK. But he's 
not just going to cut ribbons and watch sports. The fateful question is whether he's going 
there to improve the chances of a diplomatic solution to the confrontation between the US 
and NK—or essentially to give KJU the finger. (John Kirby, CNN) 

●​ Pope Francis said on Wed. the participation of N.Korean athletes in the Olympics raised 
hopes for reconciliation on the Korean peninsula and that the Vatican was ready to back any 
peace initiative. (Philip Pullella, Reuters) 

●​ Pope Francis is praising the decision of NK and SK to compete alongside each other at the 
Winter Olympics, saying it shows that conflicts can be resolved peacefully through dialogue 
and mutual respect. (AP) 

●​ Diplomats from Russia and NK discussed their relationship as well as the situation on the 
Korean peninsula at a meeting in Moscow, the Interfax news agency reported on Wed, citing 
a source at Russia’s Foreign Ministry. (Reuters) 

●​ SK is having consultations with the US to allow ranking officials, including the younger sister 
of the N.Korean leader, to travel to the SK in time for the opening of the upcoming 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics, a government official said Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ The S.Korean Foreign Ministry is in close consultation with the international community, 
including the US, to uphold the basic principle that NK's participation in the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympic Games should not cause controversy related to international sanctions 
against NK. (Brian Padden, VOA) 

●​ Kim Yo Jong will become the first member of NK’s ruling Kim family to visit SK in any 
capacity, and her presence is likely to draw great attention during the Olympic Games being 
held there at a time of heightened tension between Pyongyang and Washington. (Jason 
Rezaian, Washington Post) 

●​ Facilitating dialogue between the US and NK is the ultimate goal of the inter-Korea détente 
being pursued in Seoul, a S.Korean foreign ministry official said Wed. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

●​ US President Donald Trump and British Prime Minister Theresa May, in a telephone 
conversation on Tues., agreed that “all responsible nations must increase pressure on NK 
until it turns to the path of denuclearization,” the White House said. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence vowed tough new sanctions against NK and called it the 
world’s most tyrannical regime on Wed., two days before he is due to attend the winter 
Olympics, along with two of the NK's most senior officials. (Hyonhee Shin, Tim Kelly, Reuters) 

●​ A unified women’s ice hockey team from NK and SK at the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics is 
not just political window-dressing, International Olympic Committee President Thomas 
Bach said on Wed. (Karolos Grohmann, Reuters) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence says the US plans to unveil the "toughest and most aggressive" 
sanctions yet against NK. (Joshua Berlinger, CNN) 

●​ Pyeongchang’s underground evacuation centres symbolise fears felt by S.Korean officials as 
they worked on the site of the Games, just 50 miles (80km) from the N.Korean border. 
However, a surprise announcement during N.Korean leader KJU’s New Year’s address set the 
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stage for a significant cooling of tensions, and now the focus has shifted from potential 
doom to maintaining the first signs of dialogue in years. (Benjamin Haas, Guardian) 
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Pyongyang holds parade but keeps it low-key; Diplomacy or 
mere decorum for Kim Yong Nam-led Olympic delegation?; NK 

says it has no willingness to meet with US at Olympics 
 
In North Korea: 
(5th LD) N. Korea displays ICBMs during low-key military parade (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
2.7-magnitude quake occurs in N. Korea in aftermath of September nuke test (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
A guide to North Korea’s Olympic concert, playlist version (Washington Post, 02/08/2018) 
As Kim Jong-un stages a purge within his 'unruly' military, could the North Korean leader face a coup 
threat? (Telegraph, 02/08/2018) 
Kim Jong Un watches parade of North Korean tanks, missiles and troops (CNN, 02/08/2018) 
N.K. first lady, top military, party grandees attend military parade (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
N. Korea apparently holds military parade: gov't source (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
N. Korea set to hold military parade on eve of PyeongChang Olympics' opening (Yonhap, 
02/08/2018) 
North Korea holds low-key military parade (Korea Times, 02/08/2018) 
North Korea holds military parade ahead of Winter Olympics (BBC, 02/08/2018) 
North Korea Holds Military Parade on Eve of South Korean Winter Olympics (VOA, 02/08/2018) 
North Korea's parade held without live television coverage (UPI, 02/08/2018) 
Ordinary residents ordered to provide ingredients for use in Kim Jong Il birthday snack 
manufacturing (Daily NK, 02/08/2018) 
Pyongyang holds parade but keeps it low-key (Joongang Daily, 02/08/2018) 
Report: North Korea's military parade to include fighter jets, artillery (UPI, 02/07/2018) 
Who is Kim Yo Jong? Here’s what we know about the North Korean ‘princess.’ (Washington Post, 
02/08/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
Along fortified Korean border, Olympics bring more VIPs, tourists (Reuters, 02/08/2018) 
South Korea conservatives planning boycott over North Korea (UPI, 02/07/2018) 
What South Koreans Really Think of the Olympic Thaw (NY Times, 02/08/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
(2nd LD) N.K.'s high-level delegation to fly to S. Korea (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
(LEAD) (Olympics) Two Koreas conduct joint short track training ahead of Olympics (Yonhap, 
02/08/2018) 
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(LEAD) Moon to meet N. Korean delegates to PyeongChang on Saturday: Cheong Wa Dae(Yonhap, 
02/08/2018) 
(LEAD) N. Korean art troupe expected to perform popular S. Korean songs (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
(Olympics) N. Korea declines to accept conditional handout of Samsung phone (Yonhap, 
02/08/2018) 
Analysis: As Olympics begin, 2 Koreas navigate an odd moment (Washington Post, 02/08/2018) 
Diplomacy or mere decorum for Kim Yong Nam-led Olympic delegation? (Daily NK, 02/07/2018) 
Fragile peace on the Korean peninsula - can it last? (Daily NK, 02/07/2018) 
Gov’t mulls special envoy to North (Joongang Daily, 02/08/2018) 
In small interactions before Olympics, Korean unity emerges (Washington Post, 02/08/2018) 
Kim Jong Un's sister to arrive in Incheon airport on Friday: South Korea government (Reuters, 
02/08/2018) 
Moon will meet Kim Yo-jong on Saturday (Korea Times, 02/08/2018) 
N.K. art troupe charms South Koreans on eve of PyeongChang Olympics (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
North’s delegates fly in today on a private plane (Joongang Daily, 02/08/2018) 
North Korea sends clear message with missile parade on eve of Olympics (CNN, 02/07/2018) 
North Korean cheerleaders travel to South Korea ahead of Olympics (Korea Times, 02/08/2018) 
North Korean delegation, including Kim Jong-un’s sister, will lunch with President Moon(Joongang 
Daily, 02/08/2018) 
North Korean leader's sister, No. 2 man to arrive in Seoul on chartered flight Friday (Korea Times, 
02/08/2018) 
S. Korea offers drinking water to those aboard N.K. ferry (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
Sea change in Korean relations? Not at this beachside villa (Reuters, 02/07/2018) 
South Korea says can discuss resuming tourism to the North when nuclear, other conditions met 
(Reuters, 02/08/2018) 
South Korea’s Moon to Meet Sister of North Korea’s Kim (VOA, 02/08/2018) 
South Korea’s president to host North Korean officials, including Kim Jong Un’s sister (Washington 
Post, 02/08/2018) 
South Korea's President Moon to meet Kim Jong Un's sister at Olympics (CNN, 02/08/2018) 
South Korean Leader to Meet Kim Jong-un’s Sister in Highest-Level Contact in Years (NY Times, 
02/08/2018) 
Two Koreas, Split by War, Use Olympics to Make Rare Shows of Unity (NY Times, 02/08/2018) 
Two sticking points in inter-Korean ties (Korea Times, 02/07/2018) 
We Need to Go Back'-South Korean Firms Dream of Returning North (NY Times, 02/08/2018) 
 
International: 
'Protocol headache' for Winter Olympics as Mike Pence and Kim Jong-un's sister arrive (Guardian, 
02/08/2018) 
(2nd LD) N.K. says it has no willingness to meet with U.S. at Olympics (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
(2nd LD) UNSC may permit exemption on N.K. official's visit to South for Winter Olympics: 
AP(Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
(3rd LD) S. Korea says exemptions to N.K. sanctions temporary during Olympics (Yonhap, 
02/08/2018) 
(LEAD) Moon, Pence reaffirm 'maximum pressure' approach to bring N.K. to denuclearization talks 
(Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
(Olympics) Cheering squad of Japan-based pro-Pyongyang body arrives in S. Korea (Yonhap, 
02/08/2018) 
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(Olympics) N.K. team, cheering band draw intense coverage at village welcome event (Yonhap, 
02/08/2018) 
(Olympics) N. Korean charm offensive goes operational at PyeongChang Olympics (Yonhap, 
02/08/2018) 
(Yonhap Interview) Dutch PM says exemptions to N.K. sanctions possible if they further intended 
objective (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
Dangers of a ‘bloody nose’ (Joongang Daily, 02/08/2018) 
The reality is that despite the generally successful expansion of sanctions and application of 
“maximum pressure,” the US and SK are very likely to face a NK that continues arming itself with 
nuclear and ballistic missile capabilities. That will require a joint strategy of containment and 
deterrence. (Michael Green, Joongang Daily) 
Experts question whether Yo-jong will meet Pence (Joongang Daily, 02/08/2018) 
Mattis: N. Korea efforts remain 'firmly in diplomatic lane' (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
Moon, Pence reaffirm strong alliance, joint efforts to denuclearize N. Korea (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
N. Korea's star skaters (Korea Times, 02/07/2018) 
North scoffs at meetings with Americans in PyeongChang (Joongang Daily, 02/08/2018) 
North Korea does not intend to meet U.S. officials during Olympics: KCNA (Reuters, 02/08/2018) 
North Korea says no U.S. talks planned at Olympics, Pence vows continued pressure (Reuters, 
02/08/2018) 
North Korea says it’s not interested in meeting US VP Pence (Washington Post, 02/08/2018) 
North Korean official facing sanctions may get exemption (Washington Post, 02/07/2018) 
Pence, Moon play down differences over North Korea on eve of Games (CNN, 02/08/2018) 
Pence, Returning to Tough Stance on North Korea, Announces New Sanctions (NY Times, 
02/07/2018) 
Pence Counters South Korea’s Olympic Engagement Efforts with North Korea (VOA, 02/08/2018) 
Pence Pledges Vigilance, Resolve Against North Korea Threats (VOA, 02/08/2018) 
Pence pouring cold water on warming ties between 2 Koreas (Washington Post, 02/08/2018) 
Pence pushes S. Korea toward more hawkish N. Korea policy (Washington Post, 02/08/2018) 
Pence says U.S. wants peaceful solution to North Korea crisis, but warns not to underestimate U.S. 
(Reuters, 02/08/2018) 
Pence steps into a more prominent role on the world stage (Washington Post, 02/07/2018) 
Prevention is the best medicine (Joongang Daily, 02/08/2018) 
ROK-US joint drills could be delayed further after Olympics (Korea Times, 02/07/2018) 
Russia sends North Korean 'slave' labourers home (Telegraph, 02/07/2018) 
Seoul officials tackle 'protocol headache' as North Korea rules out meeting Mike Pence at Olympics 
ceremony (Telegraph, 02/08/2018) 
S. Korea gets flexible with N. Korea sanctions for Olympics (Washington Post, 02/08/2018) 
South Korea, Canada vow cooperation on North Korea issue, trade (Korea Times, 02/07/2018) 
South Korea asks U.N. to allow sanctioned North Korea official to attend Olympics (Reuters, 
02/08/2018) 
Tillerson says N. Korea an equal player at PyeongChang Olympics (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
The United States and South Korea now openly disagree on North Korea (Washington Post, 
02/08/2018) 
U.N. chief Guterres: N. Korea-U.S. talks 'absolutely necessary, urgent' (Yonhap, 02/08/2018) 
US asks Korea to block cryptocurrency theft by North (Korea Times, 02/07/2018) 
Why, despite America’s might, Trump’s military parade can’t compare to North Korea’s (Washington 
Post, 02/08/2018) 
With military parade, Kim Jong Un thumbs nose at US (Washington Post, 02/08/2018) 

184 

https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDgvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA4MDA2OTAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/OgQdctQWbaNVly_M1aLpNQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-113
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDgvMTgvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA4MDA4NjAwMzE1Ri5odG1s/c8hFiuGwkaQ8BjroPtrwRQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-115
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDgvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA4MDAyNDAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/k9-f_cstzJk_bpt5sJ7A_A==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-117
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDgvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA4MDAyNDAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/k9-f_cstzJk_bpt5sJ7A_A==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-117
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDQwMA==/r3f5kr-5_RuR6ja_MTQsnw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-119
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDQwMA==/r3f5kr-5_RuR6ja_MTQsnw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-121
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDM5Mg==/8DcIfIOIMw1L8COQv5JTkA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-123
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDgvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA4MDAwNTAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/xbAZqLiW81u501ZhOWin2Q==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-125
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDgvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA4MDE0NjAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/9Lnb6RiQSgv6MhtUCoQQiA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-127
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVhdGltZXMuY28ua3Ivd3d3L25ld3Mvb3Bpbm9uLzIwMTgvMDIvMTM3XzI0MzU4My5odG1s/ou7V4KcyQs-z5i88AfNz7g==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-129
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDM5Ng==/584daY4PqyDnpj311K5XGw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-131
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS91cy1vbHltcGljcy0yMDE4LW5vcnRoa29yZWEtbWVldGluZy9ub3J0aC1rb3JlYS1kb2VzLW5vdC1pbnRlbmQtdG8tbWVldC11LXMtb2ZmaWNpYWxzLWR1cmluZy1vbHltcGljcy1rY25hLWlkVVNLQk4xRlIzQ1M=/KySc-ZAqHHGn7xiCsC-mgA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-133
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS91cy1vbHltcGljcy0yMDE4LW5vcnRoa29yZWEvbm9ydGgta29yZWEtc2F5cy1uby11LXMtdGFsa3MtcGxhbm5lZC1hdC1vbHltcGljcy1wZW5jZS12b3dzLWNvbnRpbnVlZC1wcmVzc3VyZS1pZFVTS0JOMUZSMVY1/y99R0NMpoaHTBv79V4Q5Cw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-135
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3Nwb3J0cy9vbHltcGljcy9ub3J0aC1rb3JlYS1zYXlzLWl0cy1ub3QtaW50ZXJlc3RlZC1pbi1tZWV0aW5nLXVzLXZwLXBlbmNlLzIwMTgvMDIvMDcvOTc4ZDU3ZjgtMGM4YS0xMWU4LTk5OGMtOTZkZWIxOGNjYTE5X3N0b3J5Lmh0bWw_dXRtX3Rlcm09LjdkZTkzNmM5ZTRiYw==/jyWSiENXnGEf4dK36xvoCQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-137
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3dvcmxkL29seW1waWNzL3VuLWFsbG93cy1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYW4tdW5kZXItc2FuY3Rpb25zLXRvLXRyYXZlbC10by1vbHltcGljcy8yMDE4LzAyLzA3LzQ1NmRjZjM4LTBjNzItMTFlOC05OThjLTk2ZGViMThjY2ExOV9zdG9yeS5odG1sP3V0bV90ZXJtPS45YmQxYWNiNzg5ZGU=/TTZMRraBhz3ua79xFBfDXg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-139
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jbm4uY29tLzIwMTgvMDIvMDgvcG9saXRpY3MvbWlrZS1wZW5jZS1tb29uLWphZS1pbi1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYS9pbmRleC5odG1s/IUHdbhoNQv7XA8HbcekTLw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-141
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxOC8wMi8wNy91cy9wb2xpdGljcy9wZW5jZS1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYS1zYW5jdGlvbnMuaHRtbA==/JGxnV8szOnz7B_RT4fI0mw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-143
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm9hbmV3cy5jb20vYS92aWNlLXByZXNpZGVudC1wZW5jZS1zb3V0aC1rb3JlYS1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYS1vbHltcGljcy80MjQ0MjY0Lmh0bWw=/4AxLvMlAlpcCgJnvC_rRvw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-145
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm9hbmV3cy5jb20vYS9wZW5jZS1zYWlkLXRoZS11cy13aWxsLWFjdC1vbi1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYS10aHJlYXRzLzQyNDQxMjYuaHRtbA==/9C5AdMmir0pr5QoZZoxIKw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-147
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3dvcmxkL3RoZV9hbWVyaWNhcy9wZW5jZS1wb3VyaW5nLWNvbGQtd2F0ZXItb24td2FybWluZy10aWVzLWJldHdlZW4tMi1rb3JlYXMvMjAxOC8wMi8wNy82MjY1ZTg5MC0wYzg3LTExZTgtOTk4Yy05NmRlYjE4Y2NhMTlfc3RvcnkuaHRtbD91dG1fdGVybT0uNmVjY2NlMzU1NWRl/RdmvlNxR0ZZVYIn9kqAiIQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-149
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3dvcmxkL29seW1waWNzL3BlbmNlLXRvLXB1c2gtcy1rb3JlYS10b3dhcmQtbW9yZS1oYXdraXNoLW4ta29yZWEtcG9saWN5LzIwMTgvMDIvMDgvMTRkNGViODItMGNhMy0xMWU4LTk5OGMtOTZkZWIxOGNjYTE5X3N0b3J5Lmh0bWw_dXRtX3Rlcm09LjBiZjg2ZjE0YzQ0ZA==/6KWGXm4nYHQw0q8WX2iBig==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-151
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS91cy1qYXBhbi11c2EtcGVuY2UvcGVuY2Utc2F5cy11LXMtd2FudHMtcGVhY2VmdWwtc29sdXRpb24tdG8tbm9ydGgta29yZWEtY3Jpc2lzLWJ1dC13YXJucy1ub3QtdG8tdW5kZXJlc3RpbWF0ZS11LXMtaWRVU0tCTjFGUzBFMQ==/BS4RaG5b2wusTJvm6AAx2w==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-153
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3BvbGl0aWNzL3BlbmNlLXRha2VzLWEtbW9yZS1wcm9taW5lbnQtcm9sZS1vbi10aGUtd29ybGQtc3RhZ2UvMjAxOC8wMi8wNy8xYjM2NDdjNi0wYmYxLTExZTgtYmFmNS1lNjI5ZmMxY2QyMWVfc3RvcnkuaHRtbD91dG1fdGVybT0uNTZlZjQwY2I0ZTdk/Eut5V0E-evN7mJ3RwY5H6Q==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-155
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDM5OA==/nNSMxAUxOo7WuhjrU_wFkg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-157
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVhdGltZXMuY28ua3Ivd3d3L25ld3MvbmF0aW9uLzIwMTgvMDIvMTEzXzI0Mzc2Ny5odG1s/HBvI73zt3xDzT3WmtDMX-w==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-159
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy50ZWxlZ3JhcGguY28udWsvbmV3cy8yMDE4LzAyLzA3L3J1c3NpYS1zZW5kcy1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYW4tc2xhdmUtbGFib3VyZXJzLWhvbWUtdW4tc2FuY3Rpb25zLw==/vqDT9uAmPABmKHLxHk5lBQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-161
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy50ZWxlZ3JhcGguY28udWsvbmV3cy8yMDE4LzAyLzA4L3Nlb3VsLW9mZmljaWFscy10YWNrbGUtcHJvdG9jb2wtaGVhZGFjaGUtbm9ydGgta29yZWEtcnVsZXMtbWVldGluZy8=/dqaQ0Fwf-dg7JqzCMc8lUg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-163
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy50ZWxlZ3JhcGguY28udWsvbmV3cy8yMDE4LzAyLzA4L3Nlb3VsLW9mZmljaWFscy10YWNrbGUtcHJvdG9jb2wtaGVhZGFjaGUtbm9ydGgta29yZWEtcnVsZXMtbWVldGluZy8=/dqaQ0Fwf-dg7JqzCMc8lUg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-163
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3dvcmxkL29seW1waWNzL3Mta29yZWEtZ2V0cy1mbGV4aWJsZS13aXRoLW4ta29yZWEtc2FuY3Rpb25zLWZvci1vbHltcGljcy8yMDE4LzAyLzA3L2UyZDVkMWY2LTBjODMtMTFlOC05OThjLTk2ZGViMThjY2ExOV9zdG9yeS5odG1sP3V0bV90ZXJtPS41YWUwYjUxMWRjNzg=/enqn8gP4VMD6QS_aN6l9rw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-165
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVhdGltZXMuY28ua3Ivd3d3L25ld3MvbmF0aW9uLzIwMTgvMDIvMTEzXzI0Mzc0Ni5odG1s/D1wWLSzisjr4K4dxYsr_ng==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-167
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS91cy1vbHltcGljcy0yMDE4LW5vcnRoa29yZWEtdW4vc291dGgta29yZWEtYXNrcy11LW4tdG8tYWxsb3ctc2FuY3Rpb25lZC1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYS1vZmZpY2lhbC10by1hdHRlbmQtb2x5bXBpY3MtaWRVU0tCTjFGUjMxSg==/DVd5Q05KgwDwo9KrwWK7jQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-169
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDcvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA3MDE0NDAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/syw0fx8iDUDYsxVc3EVdxQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-171
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL25ld3Mvam9zaC1yb2dpbi93cC8yMDE4LzAyLzA4L3RoZS11bml0ZWQtc3RhdGVzLWFuZC1zb3V0aC1rb3JlYS1ub3ctb3Blbmx5LWRpc2FncmVlLW9uLW5vcnRoLWtvcmVhLz91dG1fdGVybT0uODY4N2UzNDU5NjEz/VywioEqZWlz9U6HPg8kgDg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-173
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDgvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA4MDA3OTAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/SpmER38ZljNX_QGKQHhqkw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-175
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVhdGltZXMuY28ua3Ivd3d3L25ld3MvYml6LzIwMTgvMDIvNjAyXzI0Mzc1Mi5odG1s/gbRSTpcLhbHRF5a7zNWj1Q==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-177
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL25ld3MvcG9saXRpY3Mvd3AvMjAxOC8wMi8wOC93aHktZGVzcGl0ZS1hbWVyaWNhcy1taWdodC10cnVtcHMtbWlsaXRhcnktcGFyYWRlLWNhbnQtY29tcGFyZS10by1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYXMvP3V0bV90ZXJtPS4yZDJlZTRjNTM5Mzc=/gFUPjfRwdQg2GhxnxJhN0g==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-179
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI-XehVAPsF5Jiv2B4q13HP0gRQIriFPQM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3Nwb3J0cy9ub3J0aC1rb3JlYS1zdGFnZXMtbWlsaXRhcnktcGFyYWRlLW9uLWV2ZS1vZi1vbHltcGljcy8yMDE4LzAyLzA4LzhhNDU2MmRhLTBjOTgtMTFlOC05OThjLTk2ZGViMThjY2ExOV9zdG9yeS5odG1sP3V0bV90ZXJtPS5jNWEyOWNjNTgzZWI=/F9hEvmmdptD1ZvO_mcVeFA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-181


 

 
In North Korea:​ 

●​ NK showed off its latest long-range missile during a military parade in Pyongyang on Thurs., 
a day before the opening of the Winter Olympics in SK. A trailer carrying the Hwasong-15 
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), which NK claims is capable of reaching the mainland 
US, rolled through Kim Il-sung Square in front of leader KJU, while other weapons on display 
also included the Hwasong-12 and Hwasong-14 ballistic missiles, various types of artilleries, 
tanks and armored vehicles. (Lee Chi-dong, Song Sang-ho Dong-woo, Yonhap) 

●​ A 2.7-magnitude earthquake occurred near NK's nuclear test site, apparently caused by the 
communist nation's last nuclear explosion in Sept, SK's state weather agency said Thurs. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ As media access to the Moranbong-Samjiyon concert is sharply restricted, broadcast and 
clips won't be broadcast until Fri. However, the following is a line-up of songs they 
performed so that readers can make their own Moranbong-Samjiyon concert at home. 
(Yoonjung Seo, Washington Post) 

●​ As sanctions feed public disillusionment and KJU battles a growing resentment within the 
military, cracks may be appearing in the N.Korean leader's footing, as the head of the 
N.Korean army’s politburo has been purged and three other senior officers have been either 
removed from office and are undergoing “re-revolutionisation education.” Analysts suggest 
that such a wide-ranging clear-out of its top ranks could harden the army’s resistance to 
Kim's leadership. (Julian Ryall, Telegraph) 

●​ Troops, missiles and tanks rolled into NK's historic Kim Il Sung Square Thurs. in a highly 
anticipated parade of military might on the eve of SK’s Winter Olympics. (Joshua Berlinger, 
CNN) 

●​ A military parade in Pyongyang on Thurs. offered a rare glimpse into KJU’s inner circles in 
the military and party, with high-ranking officials flanking the N.Korean leader on the 
podium. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK appears to have staged a military parade in Pyongyang on Thurs. to mark the founding 
day of its armed forces, the day before the Winter Olympics begin in SK, a government 
source here said. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK is set to hold a military parade to mark the 70th anniversary of its armed forces' 
foundation Thurs., one day before the PyeongChang Winter Olympics' opening. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK staged a military parade in Pyongyang Thurs. to mark the founding day of its armed 
forces, a government source in SK said. (Jung Min-ho, Park Si-soo, Korea Times) 

●​ This year’s military parade in NK, which consisted of the traditional goose-steeping and 
show of heavy weapons, was held on Thurs. and was reportedly smaller than recent years. 
Rather than a live broadcast of the event, delayed and unscheduled footage of the event only 
appeared on NK state TV at 8:30 GMT, with the footage showing KJU inspecting troops, 
alongside his wife Ri Sol-ju. (BBC) 

●​ NK staged a military parade in Pyongyang Thurs., one day before the opening ceremonies of 
the Winter Olympics in rival SK. (VOA) 

●​ NK’s military parade on Thurs. took place without live state broadcasts of the event, but no 
one outside the regime could confirm why Pyongyang never aired live footage of the military 
procession on state television. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

●​ As NK prepares traditional snack packages for children in celebration of Kim Jong Il's 
birthday on Feb. 16, sources in Ryanggang Province has revealed that the authorities are 
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demanding local residents provide the ingredients needed to manufacture these snacks. 
(Kang Mi Jin, Daily NK) 

●​ NK held a military parade Thurs. on the eve of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics to mark its 
70th army founding day, but S.Korean military officials thought the regime made efforts to 
keep it low-key—and no new weapons were rolled out. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Daily) 

●​ The easing of tensions that has come with détente between NK and SK may hit a bump in 
the road on Thurs., when Pyongyang holds a large-scale military parade. (Elizabeth Shim, 
UPI) 

●​ KJU’s younger sister, Kim Yo Jong, will be coming to the PyeongChang Winter Olympics on 
Fri., making her the first member of the ruling Kim family to ever cross into SK. Although we 
know very little about Kim Yo Jong, in this article from the Washington Post, Anna Fifield 
discusses what we do know about N.Korean leader KJU’s younger sister. (Anna Fifield, 
Washington Post) 

 
In South Korea: 

●​ S.Korean tour operators say tours of the JSA and DMZ are up to 20 to 30 percent above 
average for this icy time of year, a spike they attribute to the surge of Olympic visitors and 
the thaw in tensions. (Josh Smith, Reuters) 

●​ SK's political opposition is objecting to the rapidly evolving détente between Seoul and 
Pyongyang and could stage a boycott on Thurs. ahead of the first performance of NK's 
Samjiyon Orchestra. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

●​ In this NY Times article, 700 readers give their perspectives (in both Korean and English; all 
responses translated, condensed and edited by the Times for clarity) on their view of thaw of 
inter-Korean relations and how it is affected their ambitions to host and successfully 
compete in the Olympics. (Kelly Virella, NY Times) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ NK will send its high-level delegation by plane to SK this week for the PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics, Seoul's unification ministry said Thurs. (Yonhap) 

●​ Short track speed skaters from the two Koreas conducted joint training on Thurs. at 
Gangneung Ice Arena, the first time the athletes have warmed up together. (Kang 
Yoon-seung, Yonhap) 

●​ S.Korean President Moon will meet N.Korean government delegates to the PyeongChang 
Olympic Games this week, his office Cheong Wa Dae said Thurs., highlighting the recent 
rapprochement between the two Koreas facilitated by NK’s participation in the Winter 
Olympic Games. (Yonhap) 

●​ Popular S.Korean songs are said to be included in the set list for a N.Korean art troupe's 
performance in SK on Thurs. in celebration of the PyeongChang Winter Games. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.Korean athletes participating in the PyeongChang Winter Olympics declined to accept 
Samsung smartphones, which were offered under condition of returning them after the 
competition, a source said Thurs. (Kang Yoon-seung, Yonhap) 

●​ Two of The Associated Press’ top Koreas journalists — Seoul bureau chief Foster Klug and 
Pyongyang bureau chief Eric Talmadge — are in Pyeongchang to cover the political 
maneuverings around the Olympics. On Thurs. evening, they sat at a table across from each 
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other and considered how the Olympics-related political maneuverings are playing in their 
areas of responsibility. (Foster Klug, Eric Talmadge, AP) 

●​ NK has announced that Kim Yong Nam, President of the Supreme People's Assembly, will 
lead a high-level delegation set to attend the Feb. 9 Pyeongchang Winter Olympics opening 
ceremony. While Kim is officially the country's second-most powerful figure behind KJU, it is 
widely believed that he wields less power than Vice Chairman of the Workers' Party Choe 
Ryong Hae and KJU's younger sister Kim Yo Jong, for example, and has little influence over 
the country's politics. (Ha Yoon Ah, Daily NK) 

●​ Tensions on the Korean peninsula have simmered in the midst of a flurry of diplomatic 
engagement after NK accepted a S.Korean government invitation to participate in the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympic Games, which begin this week. However, despite the 
improvements, the possibility remains that the NK could engage in further provocative 
behavior. (Ha Yoon Ah, Daily NK) 

●​ The Blue House is considering possibly dispatching a special envoy to NK if Pyongyang sends 
a letter from N.Korean leader KJU through its delegation for the PyeongChang Winter 
Olympic Games, a senior presidential aide told the JoongAng Ilbo on Wed. (Wi Moon-hee, 
Joongang Daily) 

●​ A selfie taken by smiling N.Korean and S.Korean skaters and posted on Instagram illustrates 
yet another moment of reconciliation between the rivals, whose decades-long animosities 
could easily erupt again after the Pyeongchang Olympics. (Hyung-Jin Kim, AP) 

●​ The sister of N.Korean leader KJU will arrive at Incheon International Airport on Fri. 
afternoon, becoming the first member of NK’s ruling family to visit SK since the end of the 
Korean War, the government in Seoul said. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ Moon will have talks with N.Korean leader KJU’s sister, Kim Yo-jong, and other high-level 
N.Korean delegates Sat. on the sidelines of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Kim Rahn, 
Korea Times) 

●​ A N.Korean art troupe staged a rare performance in front of hundreds of S.Koreans on Thurs. 
night to celebrate the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Woo Jae-yeon, Joint Press Corps, 
Yonhap) 

●​ The high-level delegation coming from NK, including KJU’s younger sister, will take a private 
plane today from Pyongyang to Incheon International Airport and arrive at 1:30 p.m. (Lee 
Sung-eun, Joongang Daily) 

●​ NK is expected to put on a show to rival SK's Olympic spectacle when it parades hundreds of 
missiles through the streets of Pyongyang Thurs., despite the arrival of hundreds of 
N.Koreans in SK to take part in the 2018 PyeongChang Games, billed as the "Peace Olympics." 
(Joshua Berlinger, CNN) 

●​ Hundreds of N.Korean female cheerleaders arrived SK on Wed. for a trip that will mark their 
first appearance in 13 years at an international sports event hosted by SK. (Korea Times) 

●​ The high-level delegation coming from NK, including KJU’s younger sister, will take a private 
plane tomorrow from Pyongyang to Incheon International Airport and arrive at 1:30 p.m., the 
South's Unification Ministry announced Thurs. After participating in the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics opening ceremony Fri. night, the delegation will have a lunch with Moon on 
Sat., said the Blue House. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Daily) 

●​ NK’s high-level delegation, including KJU’s younger sister and the regime’s No.2 man Kim 
Yong-nam will arrive in SK on a chartered flight on Fri., Seoul’s unification ministry said. 
(Park Si-soo, Korea Times) 

●​ SK has provided drinking water to those aboard the N.Korean ship that carried NK’s art 
troupe to SK earlier this week, a Seoul official said Thurs. (Yonhap) 
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●​ Local officials of Gosong County in SK, proposed that Seoul invite a visiting N.Korean 
Olympics delegations to pay a visit to a villa this month as a gesture of peace. Built in the 
1930s, the villa was used as a coastal getaway before the outbreak of the Korean war in 1950 
by N.Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s grandfather and father who both spent holidays there with 
the families of Soviet commanders. It is now in SK as a result of the war and is a tourist 
attraction of Goseong County. (James Pearson, Hyunjoo Jin, Reuters) 

●​ SK’s unification ministry said on Thurs. it would be open to discuss resuming tours to NK’s 
Mt Kumgang once the security of tourists was guaranteed and conditions relating to NK’s 
nuclear program are met. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ S.Korean President Moon plans to meet N.Korean leader KJU’s sister and other senior 
N.Korean officials who are coming to SK on Fri. for the Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang. 
(AP) 

●​ S.Korean President Moon will meet N.Korean leader KJU’s sister on Sat., following the 
opening of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics and amid a growing detente between the 
estranged neighbors.​
(Anna Fifield, Washington Post) 

●​ S.Korean President Moon will lunch with the sister of N.Korean leader KJU when he meets 
NK's Olympic delegation on Sat., his spokesman announced. (Will Ripley, James Griffiths, 
Sophie Jeong, CNN) 

●​ In the highest-level contact between the two Koreas in years, President Moon of SK plans to 
meet Sat. with the sister of the N.Korean leader, KJU, and the North’s nominal head of state, 
officials said on Thurs. (Choe Sang-hun, NY Times)​
For years, the rival Koreas used the Games to showcase their competing claims to represent 
the Korean people, and try to one up each other. More recently, however, NK and SK have 
come to see international sporting events as a chance to defuse tensions, including the 
current standoff over NK’s nuclear weapons and ballistic missile programs. They have also 
learned to use Olympic diplomacy to achieve in a small, symbolic way a much bigger goal 
that eludes them in the real world: a show of unity across the divided Korean Peninsula. 
Choe Sang-hun, NY Times) 

●​ The key to any progress on Korea has always been to first address sanctions and military 
exercises. Now that KJU has begun to talk with his S.Korean counterpart, Moon must decide 
how much he wants to impact SK-NK relations. If he wants to have some real impact on the 
peninsula’s security and economic development, then he will have to confront and squarely 
address the two sticking points. (Stephen Costello, Korea Times) 

●​ The Kaesong complex, funded by S.Korean firms and manned by workers from NK, shut in 
2016 after SK accused NK of taking workers' wages to fund its arms programme. But now SK 
is in the mood to re-engage with its old enemy, using its first Winter Olympics this month to 
attempt a thaw in relations—giving former investors in Kaesong some hope that the 
industrial park can be revived. (Reuters) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ US and senior N.Korean officials say they have no intention of meeting each other at the 
Winter Olympics – even though vice-president Mike Pence and KJU’s younger sister will be 
seated just metres apart at the opening ceremony. Fri.’s VIP seating arrangements are seen 
as a “protocol headache” for the S.Korean hosts, who have been pushing for the Games in 
Pyeongchang to be known as a “peace Olympics”. (Daniel Hurst, Guardian) 
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●​ NK's high-level delegation for the PyeongChang Winter Olympics has no willingness to meet 
with its US counterpart when it travels to SK this week, the North's state media said Thurs. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ The head of the U.N. committee monitoring sanctions on NK has proposed permitting a 
blacklisted N.Korean official to visit SK to attend the upcoming PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics, the Associated Press reported Thurs. (Yonhap) 

●​ Exemptions to global sanctions imposed on NK will be temporary and only during the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics, the foreign ministry said Thurs. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.Korean President Moon and US Vice President Mike Pence on Thurs. reasserted the 
"stronger than ever" alliance between the two countries and their unity in bringing NK to 
denuclearization talks through "maximum pressure." (Yonhap) 

●​ A cheering group from a pro-Pyongyang organization in Japan arrived in SK on Thurs. to 
support the Olympic teams of SK and NK in the PyeongChang Winter Games. (Yonhap) 

●​ A welcome event for NK's Olympic team was held Thurs. at the athlete's village for the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics, one day before the opening of the first Winter Games in SK. 
(Chang Dong-woo, Yonhap) 

●​ Many came to get a glimpse of the closely guarded athletes of the N.Korean Olympic team. 
What they got instead was their first taste of NK’s charm offensive at the imminent Winter 
Games as an all-female N.Korean cheerleader contingent that arrived in SK for the Games 
Olympics officially launched its charm offensive campaign Thurs., performing in front of the 
international media at Gangneung Olympic Village (Chang Dong-woo, Yonhap) 

●​ Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte said Thurs. that exemptions to UUN Security Council 
sanctions on NK would be possible if they help further the resolutions' intended objective. 
(Koh Byung-joon, Yonhap) 

●​ Chinese FM hopes two Koreas can open door to peace (Korea Times, 02/08/2018)​
China’s foreign minister Wang Yi said on Thurs. Beijing hopes NK and SK can keep the 
momentum of interaction going and gradually open the door to peace on the peninsula. 
(Park Si-soo, Korea Times) 

●​ Washington has not openly objected to Kim Yo-jong, a member of the N.Korean dynasty, 
attending the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, but experts are divided as to whether it 
suggests a possibility of high-level dialogue between N.Korean and US officials. (Sarah Kim, 
Joongang Daily) 

●​ US Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said Wed. that efforts to denuclearize NK remain "firmly in 
the diplomatic lane," with military options as a backup. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.Korean President Moon reaffirmed his commitment to the alliance with the US as the pillar 
for denuclearizing NK during his meeting with US Vice President Mike Pence on Thurs. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ The N.Korean figure skating pair of Ryom Tae-ok and Kim Ju-sik, who arrived in SK last week 
as part of their country’s Olympic delegation, are emerging as the stars of PyeongChang 
2018, even though they are unlikely to medal in the Games. (Do Je-hae, Korea Times) 

●​ NK said Thurs. it has no intention to engage in talks with the US on the sidelines of the 
Winter Olympics as Moon started an aggressive diplomatic campaign to broker dialogue 
between Pyongyang and Washington. (Ser Myo-ja, Joongang Daily) 

●​ NK has no intention of meeting US officials during the Winter Olympics that begin on Fri., 
the official KCNA news agency quoted a senior N.Korean official as saying. (Hyonhee Shin, 
Christine Kim, Reuters) 
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●​ NK has no intention of meeting US officials during the Winter Olympics that start in SK on 
Fri., state media said, dampening hopes the Games will help resolve a tense standoff over 
NK’s nuclear weapons program. (Christine Kim, Hyonhee Shin, Reuters) 

●​ NK says it is not interested in meeting US Vice President Mike Pence while he is in SK for the 
Pyeongchang Olympics. (Eric Talmadge, AP) 

●​ The head of the UN committee monitoring sanctions against NK on Wed. proposed granting 
an exemption for a senior official from Pyongyang to attend the Winter Olympics in SK with 
his country’s high-level delegation though he is subject to a travel ban and asset freeze. 
(Edith M. Lederer, AP) 

●​ Vice President Mike Pence on Thurs. sought to tamp down SK’s conciliatory stance toward 
NK on the eve of the Olympic Games but papered over differences between the two allies on 
their approach toward Pyongyang. (Elise Labott, CNN) 

●​ Vice President Mike Pence, dispatched to Asia to blunt a N.Korean charm offensive at SK’s 
Olympic Games, said Wed. that the US planned to levy the toughest sanctions yet on NK 
over its nuclear and missile programs. (Mark Landler, NY Times) 

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence assured SK the US will stand shoulder to shoulder with its 
allies to bring “maximum pressure” on NK to end its nuclear and ballistic missile program. 
(Brian Padden, Steve Herman, VOA) 

●​ Vice President Mike Pence said Thurs. the US will act with "vigilance and resolve" in the face 
of NK’s nuclear and ballistic missile threats, and he reiterated the Trump administration's 
warning that while it seeks peace, "all options are on the table." (Steve Herman, VOA) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence is pouring cold water on the warming ties between NK and SK 
just as the two still-warring countries are joining up to compete together in the Winter 
Olympics. (Zeke Miller, AP) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence is pushing SK to adopt a more hawkish stance toward NK, as 
he arrived in the country Thurs. ahead of the Winter Olympics. (Zeke Miller, AP) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence said on Thurs. the US wants to peacefully dismantle NK’s 
nuclear program but warned Pyongyang not to underestimate US military strength or 
resolve. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ During his first year in President Trump’s administration, Pence primarily took on a 
behind-the-scenes, supporting role. But now, the vice president is taking a more prominent 
posture, at home and abroad, and is using this Asia trip to help drive the administration’s 
hard-line policy on NK. (Ashley Parker, Washington Post) 

●​ Cyberattackers such as NK may have already infiltrated their targeted systems, allowing 
them to possibly access government or corporate networks and steal datasets. Government 
and business networks that could be targets for NK must implement a system to trace and 
monitor attackers preemptively. (Chun Soo-hong, Joongang Daily) 

●​ Speculation is growing that joint military drills between SK and the US could face further 
delays after the Olympics to extend the ongoing inter-Korean peace momentum (Lee 
Min-hyung, Korea Times) 

●​ Russia has begun sending home thousands of N.Korean labourers who have worked in 
“slave-like” conditions to fund KJU's regime. (Alec Luhn, Telegraph) 

●​ NK has no intention of meeting US officials during the Winter Olympics that start on Fri., the 
KCNA news agency reported, presenting a “protocol headache” for those planning seating 
arrangements for the opening ceremony. (Telegraph Foreign Staff, Telegraph) 

●​ The international community has been imposing tougher sanctions designed to punish NK’s 
economy in an effort to rein in its nuclear program. But SK has been flexible with these rules 
as it accommodates the N.Koreans to the Pyeongchang Games as a result of its desire to 
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show the Olympic spirit as it welcomes hundreds of N.Koreans for the Winter Games. (Kim 
Tong-Hyung, Youkyung Lee, AP) 

●​ Moon expressed gratitude to Canadian Governor General Julie Payette for supporting SK’s 
efforts to peacefully resolve the issues of NK’s nuclear and missile programs, Cheong Wa Dae 
said Wed. (Kim Rahn, Korea Times) 

●​ SK asked the United Nations on Wed. for an exemption to allow a sanctioned N.Korean 
official to attend the opening ceremony of the Winter Olympics on Fri. with N.Korean leader 
KJU’s younger sister Kim Yo Jong. (Michelle Nichols, Reuters) 

●​ NK will be participating in the Winter Olympics as an equal player, not to win concessions 
from the S.Korean government, US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has said. (Yonhap) 

●​ The behind-the-scenes break between Washington and Seoul over NK has now spilled into 
public view. One day ahead of the Winter Olympics Opening Ceremonies, the two 
governments are sending out contradictory messages about whether the Games are the 
beginning or the end of engagement with Pyongyang. (Josh Rogin, Washington Post) 

●​ United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said Thurs. dialogue between NK and 
the US is "absolutely necessary" and "urgent" to fend off any possibility of tensions escalating 
into a sudden crisis on the Korean Peninsula. (Yonhap) 

●​ A senior US government official asked SK’s financial authorities to take measures to block 
attempts by NK to steal crypto-assets, sources as the Financial Services Commission (FSC) 
said. (Kim Yoo-chul, Korea Times) 

●​ The problem with US President Donald Trump’s desired military parade is that an American 
military parade will not really compete well with classic examples seen around the world, 
such as parades in China, Russia and NK. NK had another parade Wed., with all of the pomp 
and circumstance that we’ve come to expect from such affairs. (Philip Bump, Washington 
Post) 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU presided over an extravagant military parade in Pyongyang’s Kim Il 
Sung Square on Thurs., grabbing the spotlight on the eve of the Pyeongchang Winter 
Olympics in SK to thumb his nose at Washington while making a point of showing off his 
new-found restraint toward Seoul. (Eric Talmadge, AP) 
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Top News: 
Haley: UN Committee ‘Steamrolled by Countries With Terrible Human Rights Records’ (CNS, 
02/07/2018) 
What South Korea And The US Need To Understand About North Korea (Task&Purpose, 02/08/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
Ideological purity demanded for embedded agents in Olympic group, but bribes remain key factor 
(DailyNK, 02/09/2018) 
Kim Jong Un sees propaganda opportunity in sending sister to Olympics (DailyNK, 02/09/2018) 
Kim Jong-un’s new model farms (nkeconwatch, 02/08/2018) 
N. Korea says won't beg for talks with US (Korea Times, 02/09/2018) 
North Korea got what it wanted from the Winter Olympics (BBC, 02/09/2018) 
North Korea sends message with symbolic red outfits for Olympic orchestra (DailyNK, 02/09/2018) 
North’s parade seating decoded (Joongang Ilbo, 02/09/2018) 
State companies irked by Kim Jong Un order to find foreign investors amid 'Peace Olympics' 
(DailyNK, 02/09/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​​ 
(LEAD) Moon makes first encounter with N. Korean leader's sister (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
(LEAD) S. Korea completes consultation with int'l community over fuel supply to N.K. ship (Yonhap, 
02/09/2018) 
(2nd LD) Chief delegates of U.S., N. Korea meet briefly at Olympic reception (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
(2nd LD) Pence meets defectors to underscore brutality of North Korean regime (Yonhap, 
02/09/2018) 
(3rd LD) Pence avoids encountering N.K. nominal head of state (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
After the Olympics, the real games with North Korea begin (Washington Post, 02/09/2018) 
Art troupe leader likely to emerge as key player in N.K. charm offensive (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
As North Koreans arrive at Olympics, Pence points to defectors to counter regime (CNN, 
02/09/2018) 
At Olympic Games, Kim Jong Un’s sister takes VIP seat (Washington Post, 02/09/2018) 
Awkward diplomacy on show as 'peace' Games begin (Reuters, 02/09/2018) 
Japan Wants to Avert New 'Comfort Women' Controversy (VOA, 02/09/2018) 
Kim’s Sister, North Korean Delegation Arrive for Olympics (VOA, 02/09/2018) 
Kim Jong-un's sister in South for historic 3-day trip (Korea Times, 02/09/2018) 
Mike Pence avoids North Korean official at Olympic reception (UPI, 02/09/2018) 
Moon fails to bring Pence, Kim together at reception (Joongang Ilbo, 02/09/2018) 
N.K. leader's sister sits among world leaders at Olympic opening ceremony (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
Olympics Open With Koreas Marchng Together, Offering Hope for Peace (NYT, 02/09/2018) 
Opposition party urges gov't to be wary of N. Korea's intentions (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
Pence avoids Olympics encounter with North Korean official as Korean athletes march together 
(Reuters, 02/09/2018) 
Pence Avoids 'Interaction' with North Korean Officials at Olympics (VOA, 02/09/2018) 
Pence condemns NK brutality in meeting with defectors (Korea Times, 02/09/2018) 
Pence, Kim Jong Un's sister sat feet away from each other at Games' opening ceremony (CNN, 
02/09/2018) 
Pence skips Olympics dinner in snub to North Korean officials (Guardian, 02/09/2018) 
Pence, Warmbier's father meet with North Korean defectors (UPI, 02/09/2018) 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics open with theme of peace (UPI, 02/09/2018) 

192 

https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY25zbmV3cy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL3BhdHJpY2stZ29vZGVub3VnaC9oYWxleS11bi1jb21taXR0ZWUtYmVpbmctc3RlYW1yb2xsZWQtY291bnRyaWVzLXRlcnJpYmxlLWh1bWFuLXJpZ2h0cw==/7gbq2exL7Akhs23qBJ51eA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-7
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly90YXNrYW5kcHVycG9zZS5jb20vdXMtbmVlZHMtdW5kZXJzdGFuZC1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYS8=/0JqusxC4msNUPYETk8Jlqg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-9
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5kYWlseW5rLmNvbS9lbmdsaXNoL3JlYWQucGhwP251bT0xNDk5OCZjYXRhSWQ9bmswMTUwMA==/mRPBDE2fxGsnyywiL3RTYA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-11
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5kYWlseW5rLmNvbS9lbmdsaXNoL3JlYWQucGhwP251bT0xNDk5OSZjYXRhSWQ9bmswMDQwMA==/8PsERlMskq8rZstEkeLBwA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-13
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ua2Vjb253YXRjaC5jb20v/zEyog9WfDroxBliwtjit5A==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-15
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5rb3JlYXRpbWVzLmNvLmtyL3d3dy9uYXRpb24vMjAxOC8wMi8xMDNfMjQzODM1Lmh0bWw=/p39b5Dk3ifNB9JDmtgd8xA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-17
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iYmMuY29tL25ld3Mvd29ybGQtYXNpYS00Mjk4MzQyNQ==/hwnB7zm8qqCH-mcRX7wJsQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-19
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5kYWlseW5rLmNvbS9lbmdsaXNoL3JlYWQucGhwP251bT0xNDk5NyZjYXRhSWQ9bmswMTcwMA==/s2nPR_lxZoFsmfHkYNETgA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-21
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDQzNQ==/qJJxR8gKcgOBEBAkWPNVpg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-23
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5kYWlseW5rLmNvbS9lbmdsaXNoL3JlYWQucGhwP251bT0xNTAwMCZjYXRhSWQ9bmswMTUwMA==/FoC6WwhUSMOZn5_nqmca1w==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-25
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA5MDEyNTUxMzE1Lmh0bWw=/sB6D2qOLMNHXCYByLTaOJg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-27
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA5MDA0MTUxMzE1Lmh0bWw=/p7r7jzv-lKS0lgLhbcI9BA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-29
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA5MDAyOTUxMzE1Lmh0bWw=/-Irxqlz1oW8WinZIAy8WYw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-31
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDgvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA4MDEzOTUyMzE1Lmh0bWw=/EoAAUdEAGHdytiylF2ueCA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-33
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA5MDAyOTUyMzE1Lmh0bWw=/FOcgaHpSbtSFDvgYjg5pIQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-35
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL25ld3Mvam9zaC1yb2dpbi93cC8yMDE4LzAyLzA5L2FmdGVyLXRoZS1vbHltcGljcy10aGUtcmVhbC1nYW1lcy13aXRoLW5vcnRoLWtvcmVhLWJlZ2luLz91dG1fdGVybT0uYWQ2ZWIwNzdhNzFi/s0SGkCtgw3AwgLFL57YPtw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-37
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA5MDEyMDAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/HBhyMDv-d-Jk8jtUFt3XAQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-39
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jbm4uY29tLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvcG9saXRpY3MvcGVuY2Utc291dGgta29yZWEtb2x5bXBpY3MvaW5kZXguaHRtbA==/z0mimVgcXF9YmXrnMdVONA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-41
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3dvcmxkL29seW1waWNzL24ta29yZWEtZGVsZWdhdGlvbi1sZWQtYnkta2ltcy1zaXN0ZXItYXJyaXZlcy1mb3Itb2x5bXBpY3MvMjAxOC8wMi8wOS9kOGY4Y2M4Yy0wZDU2LTExZTgtOTk4Yy05NmRlYjE4Y2NhMTlfc3RvcnkuaHRtbD91dG1fdGVybT0uYzcyMDA1MDkwY2I5/XHbS1KzGG55la42PLmVKRQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-43
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS91cy1vbHltcGljcy0yMDE4LW9wZW5pbmcvYXdrd2FyZC1kaXBsb21hY3ktb24tc2hvdy1hcy1wZWFjZS1nYW1lcy1iZWdpbi1pZFVTS0JOMUZUMUtY/JlSb_aBw8llr08n2lSp8Cg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-45
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm9hbmV3cy5jb20vYS9qYXBhbi1hdmVydC1jb21mb3J0LXdvbWVuLWNvbnRyb3ZlcnN5LXNvdXRoLWtvcmVhLzQyNDY2MDAuaHRtbA==/dalsrU-v5Sd8ogZY34SL1w==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-47
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm9hbmV3cy5jb20vYS9raW0tbm9ydGgta29yZWFucy1hcnJpdmUtb2x5bXBpY3MvNDI0NTg0OS5odG1s/yw3B_h13CFAf0iUtScvtFw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-49
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5rb3JlYXRpbWVzLmNvLmtyL3d3dy9uYXRpb24vMjAxOC8wMi8xMDNfMjQzODgxLmh0bWw=/SExtUFwYmZaC2mDcCeva6w==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-51
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudXBpLmNvbS9Ub3BfTmV3cy9Xb3JsZC1OZXdzLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvTWlrZS1QZW5jZS1hdm9pZHMtTm9ydGgtS29yZWFuLW9mZmljaWFsLWF0LU9seW1waWMtcmVjZXB0aW9uLzc0NTE1MTgxODM3OTkv/R82YH4q-JxgEkBoNwNhjFg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-53
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDQzNw==/wg9zCN4pM5k5muKqXSiASQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-55
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA5MDE0MTAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/qojloN4eu9K2OMxR_iAGvg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-57
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxOC8wMi8wOS93b3JsZC9hc2lhL29seW1waWNzLW9wZW5pbmctY2VyZW1vbnktbm9ydGgta29yZWEuaHRtbA==/eMrR91PmEEs1FGxnb8L7nA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-59
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA5MDExMDAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/VT0lujp5TwSEoxRHN9Uyug==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-61
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS91cy1vbHltcGljcy0yMDE4LW5vcnRoa29yZWEvcGVuY2UtYXZvaWRzLW9seW1waWNzLWVuY291bnRlci13aXRoLW5vcnRoLWtvcmVhbi1vZmZpY2lhbC1hcy1rb3JlYW4tYXRobGV0ZXMtbWFyY2gtdG9nZXRoZXItaWRVU0tCTjFGVDBFMg==/ybGXsl9ohnSysepZsUbY1Q==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-63
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm9hbmV3cy5jb20vYS9wZW5jZS1hdm9pZHMtaW50ZXJhY3Rpb24td2l0aC1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYW4tb2ZmaWNpYWxzLWF0LW9seW1waWNzLS80MjQ2MTM4Lmh0bWw=/vGQ6Ek912GGFLlq4wEZyVw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-65
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5rb3JlYXRpbWVzLmNvLmtyL3d3dy9uYXRpb24vMjAxOC8wMi8xMDNfMjQzODk0Lmh0bWw=/9lhkaz1BYdVjTN1xEwHBcw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-67
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jbm4uY29tLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvc3BvcnQvcGVuY2Uta2ltLXlvLWpvbmctb2x5bXBpY3MtdHJuZC9pbmRleC5odG1s/hjW_ECJVXzQRI_LV2o2v3g==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-69
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGhlZ3VhcmRpYW4uY29tL3dvcmxkLzIwMTgvZmViLzA5L2tpbS1qb25nLXVucy1zaXN0ZXItYXJyaXZlcy1pbi1zb3V0aC1rb3JlYS1mb3Itd2ludGVyLW9seW1waWNz/1XiUfbJmpMgX_gydXk8pwg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-71
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudXBpLmNvbS9Ub3BfTmV3cy9Xb3JsZC1OZXdzLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvUGVuY2UtV2FybWJpZXJzLWZhdGhlci1tZWV0LXdpdGgtTm9ydGgtS29yZWFuLWRlZmVjdG9ycy8xNTgxNTE4MTkyNDM2Lw==/ur4II4ML5YqdN85TTSil-g==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-73
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudXBpLmNvbS9Ub3BfTmV3cy9Xb3JsZC1OZXdzLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvUHllb25nY2hhbmctV2ludGVyLU9seW1waWNzLW9wZW4td2l0aC10aGVtZS1vZi1wZWFjZS80NDQxNTE4MTgwNDI2Lw==/tFT0CjjXcwRuHLp6JTq0tA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-75


 

Ruling party calls for effective use of Olympics to promote peace with N. Korea (Yonhap, 
02/09/2018) 
Samjiyon Orchestra woos audience with gala performance (Joongang Ilbo, 02/09/2018) 
Visitors React to 'Peace Games' on Olympics Opening Day (VOA, 02/09/2018) 
Winter Games Highlight Different Strategies on North Korea for US, South Korea (RFA, 02/09/2018) 
Winter Olympics begin with powerful message of peace (Guardian, 02/09/2018) 
With Extraordinary Political Optics, Winter Olympics Begin (VOA, 02/09/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
(LEAD) N. Korea's high-level Olympic delegation arrives in S. Korea (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
(LEAD) N. Korean leader's sister highlights 'charm offensive' (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
(2nd LD) N.Korea rescinds fuel request for ferry (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
(2nd LD) N.K. leader's sister embarks on peace offensive on rare trip to S. Korea (Yonhap, 
02/09/2018) 
A cornerstone for peace (Joongang Ilbo, 02/09/2018) 
A military parade nevertheless (Joongang Ilbo, 02/09/2018) 
Avoiding a trap (Joongang Ilbo, 02/09/2018) 
Foreign Ministry Issues Statement about DPRK-US Interaction at Pyeongchang Olympics (38 North, 
02/09/2018) 
'Good chance' South Korean President will be invited to North Korea (CNN, 02/09/2018) 
Koreas Share Historic Handshake at Opympic Opening Ceremony (NYT, 02/09/2018) 
N. Korean cheering squad chants slogans symbolic of unification (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
Questions over lasting effect of 'Peace Olympics' on Korean Peninsula (DailyNK, 02/09/2018) 
This selfie of North and South Korean athletes is one for the ages (CNN, 02/09/2018) 
Younger sister of North Korea’s leader flies into South (Joongang Ilbo, 02/09/2018) 
Winter Olympics opening ceremony sees historic handshake (CNN, 02/09/2018) 
 
International: 
(LEAD) German president calls for dialogue, pressure to build peace with N. Korea (Yonhap, 
02/09/2018) 
(LEAD) U.N. clears N.K. official's visit to S. Korea (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
Chinese FM hopes two Koreas can open door to peace (Korea Times, 02/08/2018) 
Former U.S. ambassador calls for U.S. to open dialogue with N.K. after Olympics (Yonhap, 
02/09/2018) 
Olympic phone snub angers Iran (Joongang Ilbo, 02/09/2018) 
Pence’s Olympic mission — rebuff North Korea’s propaganda (Washington Post, 02/09/2018) 
Pence still open to meeting with N. Koreans (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
Pence uses Olympics to push tougher stance on N. Korea (Washington Post, 02/09/2018) 
State Dept: No One Drives a Wedge Between US, South Korea (VOA, 02/08/2018) 
The Latest: UN chief urges denuclearization to North Korea (Washington Post, 02/09/2018) 
Trump again cites N. Korean defector story (Yonhap, 02/09/2018) 
UN chief: North Korea-US talks 'absolutely necessary, urgent' (Korea Times, 02/08/2018) 
UN Permits North Korean Officials to Visit South Korea (VOA, 02/09/2018) 
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●​ Haley criticized the UN NGO Committee's rejection of HRNK's recent application to obtain 
"consultative status" at the UN, saying HRNK has a long track record of success and 
demonstrated that they would add value to the U.N. system. (Patrick Goodenough, CNS)  

●​ HRNK author Robert Collins discusses what the ROK and the U.S. need to understand in 
order to deal with N.K. successfully; the collapse of Kim regime takes a lot more than the 
death of KJU. (Robert Collins, Task&Purpose)  

 
​In North Korea:​ 

●​ Curiosity is growing over the presence of N.K. state security agents embedded within the 
groups of athletes and supporting staff visiting S.K. this month. (Kang Mi Jin, DailyNK) 

●​ KJU's younger sister would be visiting the Pyeongchang Olympics as part of the planned 
high-level delegation, and analysts are calling the move an overt sign that the North is 
planning to use the occasion for propaganda purposes. (Ha Yoon Ah; Jang Seul Gi, DailyNK)  

●​ The most recent issue of Kumsugangsan highlighted the renovation work of Poman-ri. A 
satellite imagery indicates that there was a new health complex built, new apartment 
buildings constructed, and a school appears to have been renovated. (nkeconwatch)  

●​ N.K. is not interested in talks with the US during the Winter Olympics that kicks off Friday in 
PyeongChang, S.K., a ranking North Korean diplomat said Wednesday. (Choi Ha-young, Korea 
Times)  

●​ The Pyeongchang 2018 Winter Olympics is getting underway and already the state of 
relations between two Koreas is dominating the narrative about the Games. That in itself is a 
small victory for Pyongyang. (BBC) 

●​ An image of the country’s art troupe and Samjiyon Orchestra lining up to board a train on 
their way to S.K. shows the black scarves and long red coats worn by the group, which has 
invoked comparisons to attire worn by communist armies. (Seol Song Ah, DailyNK) 

●​ The seating of a high podium at Kim Il Sung Square, when N.K.’s military held a sprawling 
parade to celebrate its 70th army founding day, showed several changes in the rise and fall of 
KJU’s inner orbit. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ To ease sanctions and attain recognition as a normal member of the global community, N.K. 
has recently ordered high-level organs to use the Olympics as a basis to identify foreign 
investors and establish new foreign currency-earning operations. (Kang Mi Jin, DailyNK)  

 
In South Korea: 

●​ S.K. President Moon briefly encountered N.K. leader KJU's sister on Friday at the opening of 
the Winter Olympic Games in PyeongChang. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.K. has completed its consultation with the international community over whether to 
provide fuel to a N.K. ship that carried its art troupe earlier this week. (Yonhap) 

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence briefly encountered N.K.'s ceremonial head of state, Kim 
Yong-nam, Friday at a reception dinner hosted by S.K. President Moon ahead of the opening 
of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence on Friday met a group of N.K. defectors in an apparent effort 
to highlight the brutality of the repressive regime and abject human rights conditions in the 
reclusive state. (Yonhap) 
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●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence avoided encountering N.K.'s ceremonial leader Kim 
Young-nam during a reception dinner ahead of the opening ceremony of the Winter 
Olympics, underscoring chilly relations between Washington and Pyongyang. (Yonhap) 

●​ While Pence has been trying to beat back N.K.’s charm offensive while working to repair the 
break between the U.S. government and S.K., that challenge is set to intensify when the 
Olympics end. (Josh Rogin, Washington Post) 

●​ As a N.K. art troupe staged a performance on Thursday, receiving favorable responses from 
S.K. audiences, the spotlight is now being shifted to Hyon Song-wol, who has been behind all 
the related preparations and planning. (Yonhap) 

●​ As S.K. President Moon prepared to host the N.K. delegation, including KJU's sister Kim Yo 
Jong, Pence and his wife met with four N.K. defectors who shared heartbreaking stories of 
famine, torture and hardship. (Elise Labott, CNN) 

●​ KJU’s younger sister took her place among dignitaries from around the world, including U.S. 
Vice President Mike Pence, at the opening ceremony of the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics 
on Friday in an unprecedented visit to S.K. (AP) 

●​ The Winter Olympics sparked to life in a vivid, colorful ceremony of fire and ice in S.K. on 
Friday, though the diplomacy was tougher to choreograph in the stadium where leaders 
from nations that are sworn enemies sat close together. (James Pearson, Hyunjoo Jin, 
Reuters) 

●​ Moon met with Abe on Friday to discuss renewed criticism of the "comfort women" 
agreement, which aimed to settle grievances for atrocities committed during World War II. 
Abe is in S.K. to attend the opening ceremony of the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics. (Brian 
Padden, VOA) 

●​ The sister of KJU became the first member of her family to visit S.K. since the 1950-53 
Korean War as part of a high-level delegation attending the opening ceremony of the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics. (AP) 

●​ A private jet carrying N.K.'s high-level delegates for the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, 
including leader KJU's younger sister and the reclusive state's nominal president Kim 
Young-nam, landed Friday in S.K. (Park Si-soo, Korea Times)​ 

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence avoided encountering North Korea's ceremonial leader Kim 
Yong Nam during a reception dinner ahead of the opening ceremony of the Pyeongchang 
Winter Olympics, underscoring chilly relations between N.K. and U.S. (UPI) 

●​ President Moon’s ambitious attempt to stage an encounter between top leaders of N.K. and 
the U.S. on the sidelines of the Winter Olympics fell through Friday after U.S. Vice President 
Mike Pence walked out of an event. (Ser Myo-ja, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ KJU's younger sister sat among world leaders, including those from the U.S. and Japan, 
during the opening ceremony of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics on Friday.​ (Yonhap) 

●​ The opening ceremony of the Winter Olympics unfurled in frigid temperatures and high 
spirits on Friday, as athletes from two Koreas marched into the stadium together. (Motoko 
Rich, NYT) 

●​ The main opposition Liberty Korea Party stepped up accusations Friday that N.K. is 
attempting to blunt international sanctions with its peace overtures, as a high-level 
delegation from Pyongyang, including KJU's sister, began an unprecedented trip to the 
South. (Yonhap) 

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence made only a brief appearance at a reception marking the 
start of the Winter Olympics on Friday, avoiding a potentially awkward encounter with the 
ceremonial leader of N.K. attending the same event (Christine Kim, Hyunjoo Jin, Reuters) 

195 

https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA5MDAyOTUyMzE1Lmh0bWw=/FOcgaHpSbtSFDvgYjg5pIQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-173
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL25ld3Mvam9zaC1yb2dpbi93cC8yMDE4LzAyLzA5L2FmdGVyLXRoZS1vbHltcGljcy10aGUtcmVhbC1nYW1lcy13aXRoLW5vcnRoLWtvcmVhLWJlZ2luLz91dG1fdGVybT0uYWQ2ZWIwNzdhNzFi/s0SGkCtgw3AwgLFL57YPtw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-175
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA5MDEyMDAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/HBhyMDv-d-Jk8jtUFt3XAQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-177
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jbm4uY29tLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvcG9saXRpY3MvcGVuY2Utc291dGgta29yZWEtb2x5bXBpY3MvaW5kZXguaHRtbA==/z0mimVgcXF9YmXrnMdVONA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-179
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL3dvcmxkL29seW1waWNzL24ta29yZWEtZGVsZWdhdGlvbi1sZWQtYnkta2ltcy1zaXN0ZXItYXJyaXZlcy1mb3Itb2x5bXBpY3MvMjAxOC8wMi8wOS9kOGY4Y2M4Yy0wZDU2LTExZTgtOTk4Yy05NmRlYjE4Y2NhMTlfc3RvcnkuaHRtbD91dG1fdGVybT0uYzcyMDA1MDkwY2I5/XHbS1KzGG55la42PLmVKRQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-181
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS91cy1vbHltcGljcy0yMDE4LW9wZW5pbmcvYXdrd2FyZC1kaXBsb21hY3ktb24tc2hvdy1hcy1wZWFjZS1nYW1lcy1iZWdpbi1pZFVTS0JOMUZUMUtY/JlSb_aBw8llr08n2lSp8Cg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-183
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm9hbmV3cy5jb20vYS9qYXBhbi1hdmVydC1jb21mb3J0LXdvbWVuLWNvbnRyb3ZlcnN5LXNvdXRoLWtvcmVhLzQyNDY2MDAuaHRtbA==/dalsrU-v5Sd8ogZY34SL1w==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-185
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm9hbmV3cy5jb20vYS9raW0tbm9ydGgta29yZWFucy1hcnJpdmUtb2x5bXBpY3MvNDI0NTg0OS5odG1s/yw3B_h13CFAf0iUtScvtFw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-187
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5rb3JlYXRpbWVzLmNvLmtyL3d3dy9uYXRpb24vMjAxOC8wMi8xMDNfMjQzODgxLmh0bWw=/SExtUFwYmZaC2mDcCeva6w==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-189
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudXBpLmNvbS9Ub3BfTmV3cy9Xb3JsZC1OZXdzLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvTWlrZS1QZW5jZS1hdm9pZHMtTm9ydGgtS29yZWFuLW9mZmljaWFsLWF0LU9seW1waWMtcmVjZXB0aW9uLzc0NTE1MTgxODM3OTkv/R82YH4q-JxgEkBoNwNhjFg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-191
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDQzNw==/wg9zCN4pM5k5muKqXSiASQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-193
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA5MDE0MTAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/qojloN4eu9K2OMxR_iAGvg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-195
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxOC8wMi8wOS93b3JsZC9hc2lhL29seW1waWNzLW9wZW5pbmctY2VyZW1vbnktbm9ydGgta29yZWEuaHRtbA==/eMrR91PmEEs1FGxnb8L7nA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-197
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMDkvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjA5MDExMDAwMzE1Lmh0bWw=/VT0lujp5TwSEoxRHN9Uyug==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-199
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBLrfOhVAPsF5IdMvEu2EMzvbojIaazWxzM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS91cy1vbHltcGljcy0yMDE4LW5vcnRoa29yZWEvcGVuY2UtYXZvaWRzLW9seW1waWNzLWVuY291bnRlci13aXRoLW5vcnRoLWtvcmVhbi1vZmZpY2lhbC1hcy1rb3JlYW4tYXRobGV0ZXMtbWFyY2gtdG9nZXRoZXItaWRVU0tCTjFGVDBFMg==/ybGXsl9ohnSysepZsUbY1Q==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-201


 

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence, the leader of S.K., and top representatives from N.K. shared a 
VIP box at Friday's opening of the 2018 Winter Olympics, although Pence avoided interaction 
with the N.K. officials. (Steve Herman, VOA) 

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence denounced the oppressive state of N.K. in a meeting with 
four N.K. defectors, Friday, on his visit to S.K. for the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Kim 
Bo-eun, Korea Times) 

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence, who has been vocal in his criticism of N.K. in the run-up to 
the Games, sat in close proximity to the sister of KJU at the opening ceremony of the 
PyeongChang Games. (Saeed Ahmed and Jake Tapper, CNN) 

●​ Pence has skipped a dinner before the Winter Olympics opening ceremony, where he was 
expected to share a table with N.K.’s head of state, in a sign of Washington’s intention to snub 
Pyongyang’s officials at the Games. (Benjamin Haas, Guardian)  

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence met with N.K. defectors-- accompanied by the father of Otto 
Warmbier, an American who died after his release from captivity there last year. (Sara 
Shayanian, UPI)  

●​ The 2018 Winter Olympic Games in Pyeongchang started Friday with a theme of peace, as 
nations from around the world were introduced in a grand opening ceremony that kicked off 
the peninsula's first Olympics in 30 years. (Susan McFarland, UPI) 

●​ The ruling Democratic Party called for using the PyeongChang Winter Olympics as 
effectively as possible to promote peace with N.K. as a high-level delegation from the 
communist nation, including KJU's sister, was due in the South on Friday. (Yonhap) 

●​ After days of wrangling with Seoul over its playlist, N.K.’s Samjiyon Orchestra held the first of 
two planned concerts in S.K. on Thursday night at the Gangneung Arts Center in Gangwon, 
assuaging local jitters that it might blast propaganda music. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ A sense of détente, at least for the time being, prevailed in and around the Pyeongchang 
Olympic Stadium Friday as the Winter Games opened in a ceremony where N.K. and S.K.  
Korean athletes marched under a unified flag. (Bruce Harrison, VOA) 

●​ On the eve of the Winter Olympics, U.S. and S.K. vowed to work in tandem towards 
denuclearization of N.K., but delivered messages suggesting very different approaches in 
dealing with the threat of N.K. and its weapons development program. (Joshua Lipes, RFA) 

●​ Opening ceremony full of symbolism brings strong emotions in Pyeongchang, and an even 
more important gesture was taking place in the stands, with Moon turning round to shake 
hands with N.K. delegates Kim Yong-nam and Kim Yo-jong. (Sean Ingle, Guardian) 

●​ In an extraordinary show of unexpected unity, N.K. and S.K. sat side by side under exploding 
fireworks that represented peace, not destruction, as the 2018 Winter Olympics opened on a 
Korean Peninsula riven by generations of anger and suspicion. (AP)​ 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ The powerful sister of KJU and other senior officials arrived in S.K. on Friday for the opening 
of the PyeongChang Winter Olympic Games and a meeting with President Moon. (Yonhap) 

●​ The influential sister of N.K. leader KJU on Friday stepped into the spotlight at the Winter 
Olympics taking place in S.K., becoming the first member of N.K.'s ruling dynasty to cross the 
border since the 1950-53 Korean War. (Yonhap) 

●​ A N.K. ship, which carried its art troupe to the South, will return home over the weekend 
without Seoul's fuel supply. (Yonhap) 
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●​ Kim Yo-jong, the younger sister of KJU, made a rare visit to S.K. Friday, drawing attention to 
what message she would bring from her brother over inter-Korean ties. (Yonhap) 

●​ As all eyes are on the 23rd Olympic Winter Games and 12th Paralympic Winter Games in 
Pyeongchang this February, sports diplomacy may lower tensions on the Korean Peninsula 
itself. (Shamshad Akhtar, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ N.K. held a massive military parade to celebrate the founding of its armed forces on the eve 
of the opening of the Winter Olympics. With the event, N.K. threw cold water on S.K.’s 
expectation for a peaceful Olympics. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Holding an inter-Korean summit could be important for peace. But S.K. must be careful not 
to be tricked. Pence on Friday toured the Cheonan warship destroyed in a N.K. attack and 
talked with N.K. defectors. The government must read his message. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ DPRK Ministry of Foreign Affairs Department Director-General Jo Yong Sam issued a 
statement about potential interactions between US government officials and the DPRK’s 
high-level delegation on the sidelines of the opening ceremonies of the Winter Olympics (38 
North) 

●​ There is a "good chance" Kim Yo Jong, the sister of N.K. leader KJU, will invite S.K. President 
Moon to visit Pyongyang "sometime this year." (CNN)  

●​ As Moon and his wife greeted VIPs in their dignitary vox to watch the opening ceremony, 
they turned to shake hands with KJU's sister. (AP) 

●​ An hour before the opening ceremony of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, a group of N.K. 
cheerleaders drew the attention of S.K. spectators with a short yet impactful chant: "We are 
one." (Yonhap) 

●​ Despite the appearance of peace surrounding N.K.'s participation in the Pyeongchang Winter 
Olympics, the war of nerves with the U.S. continues. (Ha Yoon Ah, DailyNK)  

●​ The selfie of N.K. and S.K. athletes shows the two country's athletes sporting identical blue 
hats and white coats, emblazoned with a Korean unification badge, similar to the Korean 
unification flag they marched in under. (Doug Criss, CNN) 

●​ Kim Yo-jong, the younger sister of KJU, landed in S.K. Friday afternoon as a member of a 
high-level delegation to the Winter Olympic Games. (Ser Myo-ja, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ In a ceremony infused with themes of peace and harmony, S.K. President Moon twice shook 
hands with the sister of KJU. US Vice President Mike Pence, sitting a few seats away, looked 
stony faced as the extraordinary scenes unfolded. (James Masters and Aimee Lewis, CNN) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier said Friday that dialogue is the only way to ease 
tensions and seek peace and reunification between the two Koreas. (Yonhap) 

●​ A UN committee on Thursday cleared a blacklisted N.K. official to visit S.K. for the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ China's foreign minister Wang Yi said on Thursday Beijing hopes two Koreas can keep the 
momentum of interaction going and gradually open the door to peace on the peninsula. 
(Park Si-soo, Korea Times) 

●​ Former U.S. Ambassador to S.K. Alexander Vershbow has called on Washington to smartly 
cope with N.K.'s charm offensive and open its door for denuclearization talks beyond the 
PyeongChang Olympic Games. (Yonhap) 
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●​ Iran has rejected the IOC’s decision to allow its athletes to take away the Olympic edition of 
the Samsung Galaxy Note8, the latest escalation in a diplomatic row over the IOC’s earlier 
decision to block the Iranian team from receiving the limited edition phone. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Nearly every one of Pence’s actions during his five-day trip to Japan and S.K. this week — his 
public declarations, private murmurings and scripted meetings and visits — have been aimed 
at combating N.K.’s shiny propaganda with gritty talk of his own. (Washington Post) 

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence said Thursday he would be open to meeting with N.K. 
officials in S.K., although he would have to "wait and see."​ (Yonhap) 

●​ After meetings with Moon and Abe, Pence said there should be no consideration of using the 
Games as an opening for substantive talks with the North until its nuclear program is up for 
negotiations. (Zeke Miller, AP) 

●​ With the launch of the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, S.K., State Department 
spokeswoman Heather Nauert is dismissing any concerns that U.S. efforts to counter N.K.'s 
“charm offensive” could create a rift with S.K. (Cindy Saine, VOA) 

●​ The U.N. says Secretary-General Antonio Guterres had a brief exchange with N.K.’s nominal 
head of state and “reiterated his expectation and hope that all parties will use dialogue to 
achieve the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.” (AP) 

●​ Trump again talked about the plight of North Koreans Thursday as he referenced the story of 
a defector who suffered abuse under the totalitarian regime. (Yonhap) 

●​ UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said Thursday dialogue between N.K. and the US is 
"absolutely necessary" and "urgent" to fend off any possibility of tensions escalating into a 
sudden crisis on the Korean Peninsula. (Korea Times) 

●​ The UN has given approval for a high-level N.K. delegation to travel to S.K. for the Olympics, 
granting an exemption on sanctions against the repressive regime. (Smita Nordwall, VOA)​​ 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by James Park, HRNK Research Intern 
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Saturday, February 10, 2018 
 

North Korean leader invites South Korea's Moon to the North: 
president's office; Joint Korean hockey team routed by 

Switzerland in 1st Olympic game 
 
In North Korea: 
“Key Vulnerability” in North Korea’s ICBM Force? What We Can and Can’t Learn from a North Korean 
Military Parade (38 North, 02/09/2018) 
(News Focus) N.K.'s bold summit proposal seen as strategy to weaken sanctions (Yonhap, 
02/10/2018) 
North Korea is winning the Olympics - and it's not because of sports (CNN, 02/10/2018) 
(2nd LD) N. Korean leader's sister says Seoul feels familiar (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
(LEAD) N. Korean media report on PyeongChang Olympics opening ceremony (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
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(Olympics) 3 N. Koreans dress for joint team's 1st game vs. Switzerland (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
Parade Held to Mark the 70th Anniversary of the KPA’s Foundation (NK Leadership Watch, 
02/10/2018) 
Wreath Laying Ceremonies Held for KPA Foundation Day (NK Leadership Watch, 02/10/2018) 
 
In South Korea: ​ 
Don't mention nukes: South Koreans learn how to talk to the enemy​ (Reuters, 02/10/2018) 
(LEAD) Parties show mixed reactions to North Korean leader's summit proposal (Yonhap, 
02/10/2018) 
Protesters tear N. Korean flags, leader's photos in Seoul (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
The ‘Ivanka Trump of North Korea’ captivates people in the South (Washington Post, 02/10/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
Awkward diplomacy on show as 'peace' Games begin (Reuters, 02/09/2018) 
Kim Jong Un invites South Korean president for summit: South Korea (Reuters, 02/10/2018) 
Kim Yo-jong - weapon of choice in North Korea's charm offensive (Korea Times, 02/10/2018) 
Korea’s united Olympic squad: symbol of hope or mere political stunt? (Guardian, 02/10/2018) 
Moon holds near 3-hour meeting with N. Korean delegates (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
(3rd LD) Moon holds rare meeting with N. Korea's titular head of state, leader's sister (Yonhap, 
02/10/2018) 
More Than Just a Game, Koreans Win in Lopsided Olympic Loss (NYT, 02/10/2018) 
North Korean Cheerleaders Sing 'We Are One!' in Games Culture Clash (NYT, 02/10/2018) 
North Korean leader invites South Korea's Moon to the North: president's office (Reuters, 
02/10/2018) 
N.K. leader's sister wishes for closer ties with S. Korea in guest book memo (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
(News Focus) N.K. summit offer heralds strides in inter-Korean ties but nuclear impasse clouds 
prospects (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
(4th LD) N. Korean leader proposes inter-Korean summit with Moon (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
(Olympics) Final flame event before Kim Yu-na's cauldron lighting unrehearsed: director (Yonhap, 
02/10/2018) 
(Olympics) Joint Korean hockey coach wishes team came together sooner (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
(LEAD) (Olympics) Joint Korean women's hockey team embarrassed before dignitaries (Yonhap, 
02/10/2018) 
(LEAD) (Olympics) Joint Korean hockey team routed by Switzerland in 1st Olympic game (Yonhap, 
02/10/2018) 
(Olympics) Moon watches joint hockey team game with N.K. leader's sister, nominal head of state 
(Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
(Olympics) N.K. cheerleaders heat up hockey arena rooting for joint Korean team (Yonhap, 
02/10/2018) 
(Olympics) N. Korean cheerleaders root for speed skaters from both Koreas (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
(Olympics) N. Korean taekwondo head touched by joint demonstration (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
Olympics unite Koreas after 65 years, but will it spark real change? (UPI, 02/10/2018) 
The Latest: Kim’s sister says hopes to see Moon in N. Korea (Washington Post, 02/10/2018) 
These displays of unity at the Olympics fill us with hope (CNN, 02/10/2018) 
Unification minister to host dinner with N.K. high-level delegation (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
Unified Korean ice hockey team proves that 'winning isn't everything' (CNN, 02/10/2018) 
 
International: 
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American fans calm in Korea with worried relatives back home (Washington Post, 02/10/2018) 
China's top diplomat tells Trump hopes to increase coordination on North Korea (Reuters, 
02/09/2018) 
Heading home, Pence insists ‘no daylight’ on North Korea (Washington Post, 02/10/2018) 
Joint Korean march gave me goosebumps, says IOC boss (Reuters, 02/10/2018) 
(LEAD) Moon rejects Abe's call to resume Korea-U.S. military drills (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
NBC mistakenly calls North Korea host of PyeongChang Games (Korea Times, 02/10/2018) 
No Olympic truce for US, North Korea in Pyeongchang (Washington Post, 02/10/2018) 
North Korea Says Unable to Pay U.N. Dues, Blames Sanctions (NYT, 02/10/2018) 
N. Korea vows to step up nuclear posture against U.S. (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
(Olympics) IOC hails two Koreas' handshakes at opening ceremony as 'historic moment'(Yonhap, 
02/10/2018) 
(Olympics) 'Politics will continue,' IOC reacts to Pence's apparent ignoring of joint march (Yonhap, 
02/10/2018) 
Pence avoids Olympics encounter with North Korean official as Korean athletes march together 
(Reuters, 02/10/2018) 
Pence didn't snub North Koreans deliberately, officials say (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
Pence leaves S. Korea after three-day visit (Yonhap, 02/10/2018) 
Pence upstaged by 2 Koreas’ efforts to warm ties (Washington Post, 02/10/2018) 
Pence: US, Allies to 'Intensify' Campaign to End North Korea's Nuclear Program (VOA, 02/10/2018) 
Pence, Warmbier's father meet with North Korean defectors (UPI, 02/09/2018) 
Tensions barely concealed as North and South Korea march under one flag (Telegraph, 02/09/2018) 
 
In North Korea:​ 

●​ A recent article on CNBC concerning the Feb. 8 military parade in Pyongyang describes what 
appears to be a “key vulnerability” in NK’s intercontinental ballistic missile force. While the 
article provides a reasonable overview of the subject it does, however, mischaracterize a 
number of critical points, leaving readers with an inaccurate understanding of the issue. 
(Joseph S. Bermudez Jr., 38 North) 

●​ KJU has taken a huge diplomatic gamble by proposing an inter-Korean summit, which 
analysts view as aimed at using ties with Seoul to come break of its isolation and weaken 
international sanctions. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap) 

●​ It might be SK's Games, but Pyongyang has ensured it is commanding the spotlight. Every 
snippet of news crossing the de-militarized zone, every glimpse of a N. Korean athlete in 
Pyeongchang, or the arrival of a glamorous pop star, has captured the attention of a world 
hungry for details about life in the Hermit Kingdom. (Jamie Tarabay, CNN) 

●​ Kim Yo-jong, KJU's sister, said Seoul felt familiar even though it was her first-ever visit to the 
South, at an official dinner Sat., according to a pool report. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK's official media on Sat. carried reports on the opening of the PyeongChang Olympics in 
SK on Fri. and the North's ceremonial head of state Kim Yong-nam's meeting with Moon 
during the opening events. (Yonhap) 

●​ Three N. Koreans dressed for the joint Korean female team's first game against Switzerland 
at the Winter Olympics on Sat. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ A fabulous military parade was held in Kim Il-sung Square in central Pyongyang during the 
late morning of Feb. 8 to mark the 70 anniversary of the foundation of the Korean People’s 
Army [KPA]. (NK Leadership Watch) 
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●​ Floral wreath-laying ceremonies were held at the Revolutionary Martyrs’ Cemetery, the 
Patriotic Martyrs’ Ceremony and the Fatherland Liberation War Martyrs’ Cemetery in 
Pyongyang on Feb. 7. (NK Leadership Watch)  

 
In South Korea: 

●​ ​When a hotel on SK's east coast was asked at short notice to host nearly 280 N. Korean 
visitors, the problem wasn’t finding enough rooms. It was to learn how not to offend them. 
(Jin Hyunjoo, Kim Soyoung, Reuters) 

●​ SK's political parties showed mixed reactions Sat. to KJU's proposal to hold an inter-Korean 
summit in Pyongyang at an early date. (Yonhap) 

●​ Conservative activists tore photos of KJU and attempted to burn its national flags in 
demonstrations in Seoul on Sat. against Pyongyang's participation in the Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ Kim Yo Jong was an enigma. A woman with a sphinx-like smile who gave nothing away during 
her three-day Olympic-related visit to SK as her brother KJU’s special envoy. She's “the 
Ivanka Trump of North Korea” because of her family connections and her ability to be a 
compelling saleswoman. (Anna Fifield, Washington Post)  

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​  

●​ The Winter Olympics sparked to life in a vivid, colorful ceremony of fire and ice in SK on Fri., 
though the diplomacy was tougher to choreograph in the stadium where leaders from 
nations that are sworn enemies sat close together. (James Pearson, Jin Hyunjoo, Reuters) 

●​ KJU invited Moon for talks in Pyongyang, S. Korean officials said on Sat., setting the stage for 
the first meeting of Korean leaders in more than 10 years. (Shin Hyonhee, Kim Soyoung, 
Reuters) 

●​ Kim Yo-jong, the younger sister KJU, has hijacked the media's attention after the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics started Friday. (Oh Young-jin, Korea Times) 

●​ It was supposed to be a moment of celebration – the first time in history that athletes from 
NK and SK had played together in an Olympics. But as the loss deepened – Korea finally lost 
to Switzerland 8-0 – it was hard to find a silver lining. (Benjamin Haas, Guardian) 

●​ Moon held a near three-hour meeting Sat. with high-level N. Korean officials, including 
KJU's sister, who was widely believed to carrying a letter for Moon from the N. Korean 
leader. (Yonhap) 

●​ Moon held a meeting Sat. with a group of high-profile N. Korean officials including the 
country's ceremonial head of state and a younger sister of KJU. (Yonhap) 

●​ For a few hours N. Korean cheerleaders chanted and sang, S. Korean fans waved unification 
flags and the team from Korea played like it was united even though the two countries are 
far from it. (AP) 

●​ As Switzerland demolished a unified Korean hockey team at the Pyeongchang winter 
Olympics on Saturday, despondent home fans at least had another contest to distract them; 
a clash of cultures featuring N. Korean and S. Korean cheerleaders. (Reuters) 

●​ KJU invited Moon to Pyongyang “at an early date”, the presidential Blue House in Seoul said 
on Sat., potentially setting up the first meeting of Korean leaders in more than 10 
years.(Reuters) 
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●​ N. Korean leader KJU's sister expressed a wish for closer inter-Korean relations in her 
writing in the visitor's book at SK's presidential office prior to her meeting with Moon there 
on Saturday. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK's surprise proposal for an inter-Korean summit will pave the way for a dramatic 
advancement in bilateral ties, but its prospects hinge on future progress in the nuclear 
stand-off and an improvement in relations with the US, experts said. (Koh Byung-joon, 
Yonhap) 

●​ NK's reclusive leader KJU has asked Moon to visit Pyongyang at the "earliest date" possible 
for what will be a third inter-Korean summit, Kim's sister told the S. Korean leader Sat. (Byun 
Duk-kun, Yonhap) 

●​ The final torch-carrying event right before the climactic Olympic cauldron lighting at the 
Winter Olympics' opening went ahead without a single rehearsal, according to organizers 
Sat. (Chang Doo-woo, Yonhap) 

●​ She only had about two weeks to work with the hastily-assembled joint Korean women's 
hockey team, and head coach Sarah Murray now wishes the team would have been put 
together much sooner.  (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ Perhaps no other athletes or team received as much time in the spotlight on Sat. at the  
Olympics as the joint Korean women's hockey team. But the players on the ice melted under 
that spotlight. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ The joint Korean women's hockey team was routed by Switzerland 8-0 in its historic first 
game at the Olympics on Sat., a disastrous performance before a packed house that included 
a few dignitaries. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ Moon watched the joint Korean women's ice hockey team's opening match at the Winter 
Olympics on Sat. along with high-ranking N. Korean officials, including leader KJU's sister, 
Kim Yo-jong. (Joo Kyung-don, Yonhap) 

●​ Spicing up political rapprochement, N. Korean cheerleaders and S. Korean spectators rooted 
together for the joint women's ice hockey team in its first match at the PyeongChang Winter 
Olympic Games on Sat. (Joo Kyung-don, Yonhap) 

●​ N. Korean cheerleaders made their first appearance at an Olympic competition on Sat, 
rooting for short track speed skaters from both SK and NK. (Kim Boram, Kang Yoon-seung, 
Yonhap) 

●​ The head of NK's taekwondo governing body said Sat. he was touched by the joint 
demonstration by the two Koreas' athletes ahead of the opening ceremony of the Olympics a 
day earlier. (Yonhap) 

●​ The show of unity between the two Koreas reflects the recent change of atmosphere in 
cross-border relations, with the Moon administration eagerly accommodating NK's 
participation in the Games. However, public opinion in SK is divided on whether relations 
with NK will actually improve once the Olympics are over. (Jennie Oh, Danielle Haynes, UPI) 

●​ The sister of KJU says a summit between her brother and Moon would pave the way for a 
fast improvement in ties that would make “yesterday seem like a long time ago.” ( AP) 

●​ In this year's Games, the two rival Koreas joined to form a united team, leaving many 
dreaming of a world where they are not feuding. A series of photos are rare displays of unity 
have been a welcome relief from the tensions between the two Koreas. (Faith Karimi, CNN)  

●​ Unification Minister Cho Myoung-gyon is set to host a dinner for NK's high-level delegation 
on Sat. in the sub-host city of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, Seoul officials said. 
(Yonhap) 
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●​ The unified Korean ice hockey team made its Olympic debut and in comprehensive defeat 
sent a message to the world that winning is not always the be all and end all. (Aimee Lewis, 
CNN)  

 
International:​​​  

●​ Many American tourists are arriving in Pyeongchang calm and excited for the games, but 
with stories of family and friends so frightened by the ratcheting tension between the US 
and NK they had warned them to stay at home. (Claire Galofaro, AP)  

●​ China hopes both it and the US can increase their coordination on the NK issue, China’s top 
diplomat Yang Jiechi told Trump during a meeting in Washington, China’s Foreign Ministry 
said on Sat. (Reuters) 

●​ As SK appeared to look favorably on warming ties on the Korean Peninsula, Pence insisted 
Saturday “there is no daylight” among the US and allies SK and Japan in intensifying pressure 
on NK over its nuclear and missile programs. (Zeke Miller, AP) 

●​ N. and S. Koreans marching together under a unified peninsula flag gave Thomas Bach 
goosebumps, the International Olympic Committee president told Reuters on Sat. (Iain Axon, 
Reuters) 

●​ Moon has dismissed a call from Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to quickly resume SK's 
joint military drills with the US, calling it a violation of his country's sovereignty, an official 
from Seoul's presidential office said Sat. (Yonhap) 

●​ The US television network NBC identified PyeongChang as being in NK in a subtitle during 
its broadcast of the Olympic opening ceremony. (Oh Young-jin, Korea Times) 

●​ Forget an Olympic truce. The rhetoric war between NK and the Trump administration hasn’t 
skipped a beat in Pyeongchang. (Eric Talmadge, AP)  

●​ NK is unable to pay its share of the 2018 UN budgets because of international sanctions on 
its foreign exchange bank and has asked a senior UN official for help, the country’s UN 
mission said in a statement. (Reuters)  

●​ NK said Sat. that it will further reinforce its nuclear deterrence against the US in response to 
Washington's renewed nuclear commitment to its allies. (Yonhap) 

●​ The International Olympic Committee (IOC) said Sat. that representatives of the two Koreas 
shaking hands at the opening ceremony of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics was a "historic 
moment." (Joo Kyung- don, Yonhap) 

●​ Despite efforts toward peace through sport, politics will always continue, the IOC 
commented Sat., in reaction to VP Pence's apparent ignoring of a historic joint march by the 
two Koreas at the Olympics. (Chang Dong-woo, Yonhap) 

●​ Pence made only a brief appearance at a reception marking the start of the Winter Olympics 
on Fri., avoiding a potentially awkward encounter with the ceremonial leader of NK 
attending the same event. (Christine Kim, Jin Hyunjoo, Reuters) 

●​ Pence did not deliberately snub N. Koreans at an Olympic reception, according to US 
officials who pushed back on S. Korean reports that Pence deliberately came late to a VIP 
gathering Fri. evening and then snubbed officials from Pyongyang. (Elise Labott, CNN) 

●​ Pence wrapped up his three-day visit to SK late Sat., dashing expectations that there could 
be some high-level interactions between Washington and Pyongyang on the sidelines of the 
Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ Pence’s efforts to keep NK from stealing the show at the Olympics proved to be short-lived, 
quickly drowned out by the images of the two Koreas marching and competing together, as 
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SK appeared to look favorably on warming ties on the Korean Peninsula. (Zekke Miller, 
Matthew Pennington, AP) 

●​ Pence left SK Sat. saying the US and its allies are more committed than ever to dismantle 
NK's nuclear and missile development programs. (Steve Herman, VOA) 

●​ In SK for the start of the Olympics Fri, Pence met with defectors from NK accompanied by 
the father of Otto Warmbier, an American who died after his release from captivity there last 
year. (Sara Shayanian, UPI) 

●​ Beneath outward celebrations of the two Koreas marching together, the complex 
international fault-lines underpinning the Olympic détente were beginning to show. Before 
the ceremony, Mike Pence, had already skipped a dinner reception with the N. Korean 
delegation. (Nicola Smith, Telegraph)  

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Emma Stubblefield, HRNK Research Intern 

 

——————————————————— 

 

Sunday, February 11, 2018 
 

N.K. leader's sister, delegation head back to Pyongyang after rare 
S.K. trip; Pence says he and his 'friend' Moon reaffirmed 

commitment against N.K. nukes; U.S. IOC Member Suggests 
Joint Korean Team for Nobel Peace Prize 

 
In North Korea: 
N.K. media carries detailed report about meeting between Moon, N.K. delegation (Yonhap, 
02/11/2018) 
North Korea says unable to pay U.N. dues, blames sanctions (Reuters, 02/10/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​  
(LEAD) PM hosts lunch for high-level N. Korean delegation (Yonhap, 02/11/2018) 
(4th LD) PM calls for Koreas to work together to create right conditions for inter-Korean summit 
(Yonhap, 02/11/2018) 
Kim Yo-jong's historic 3-day stay here (Korea Times, 02/11/2018) 
North Korean cheer masks spark outrage (Joongang Ilbo, 02/11/2018) 
Seoul to work for continued inter-Korean dialogue: unification ministry (Yonhap, 02/11/2018) 
Unification ministry denies report about mask worn by N.K. cheerleaders (Yonhap, 02/11/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
(LEAD) N. Korean leader's sister, delegation head back to Pyongyang after rare S. Korea trip (Yonhap, 
02/11/2018) 
(LEAD) Moon, N. Korean leader's sister attend N.K. art troupe's performance (Yonhap, 02/11/2018) 
Don’t get fooled again (Joongang Ilbo, 02/11/2018) 
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'Humble' Kim Yo-jong has charmed the media, but the glow is unlikely to last (Guardian, 02/11/2018) 
Kim Jong Un invites South Korean president for summit: South Korea (Reuters, 02/11/2018) 
Kim Jong Un’s sister heads home after whirlwind SKorea visit (Washington Post, 02/11/2018) 
Kim’s summit invite puts Moon in a tough spot (Joongang Ilbo, 02/11/2018) 
North and South Korea celebrate peace through taekwondo show (Reuters, 02/10/2018) 
North Korea judged winner of diplomatic gold at Olympics (Reuters, 02/11/2018) 
North Korea keeps mum on summit invite as its delegation completes South visit (Reuters, 
02/11/2018) 
North Korea’s Summit Offer Could Test US-South Korea’s United Nuclear Front (VOA, 02/11/2018) 
South Korea's Moon May Be on Brink of Legacy-Defining Moment (NYT, 02/11/2018) 
South Korean president invited to North Korea (Korea Times, 02/10/2018) 
The Olympics could help solve the Korean crisis — if South Korea allows it (Washington Post, 
02/11/2018) 
 
International: 
A hypocrite on human rights (Joongang Ilbo, 02/11/2018) 
Exclusive: U.S. IOC Member Suggests Joint Korean Team for Nobel Peace Prize (NYT, 02/11/2018) 
Mike Pence insists 'no daylight' between US and South Korea over talks (Telegraph, 02/11/2018) 
NBC apologizes to Koreans for Olympics coverage that praised Japan's brutal occupation 
(Washington Post, 02/11/2018) 
North Korea: US says 'no daylight' between allies despite warmer ties (BBC, 02/11/2018) 
Pence says he and his 'friend' Moon reaffirmed commitment against N.K. nukes (Yonhap, 02/11/2018) 
 
In North Korea:​ 

●​ N.K.'s state media reported in detail Sunday on a meeting between the country's high-level 
delegation and S.K.President Moon, saying the two sides had "a frank and candid talk about 
improving inter-Korean relations in "a sincere and cordial atmosphere." (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. is unable to pay its share of the 2018 U.N. budgets because of international sanctions on 
its foreign exchange bank and has asked a senior U.N. official for help. (Reuters) 

 
In South Korea:​ 

●​ Prime Minister Lee Nak-yon hosted lunch Sunday for a high-level N.K. delegation, including 
the sister of leader KJU and the country's ceremonial head of state. (Yonhap) 

●​ Prime Minister Lee Nak-yon said Sunday that S.K. and N.K. should work actively together to 
create the right conditions for a meeting between President Moon and KJU. (Yonhap) 

●​ KJU's sister stole the limelight at the PyeongChang Winter Olympic during her historic 
three-day stay in S.K. Her presence in S.K. was enough to draw much attention from both 
South Koreans and the international community. (Kim Rahn, Korea Times) 

●​ N.K.s cheerleading squad sparked a fracas between opposing S.K. lawmakers when the 
cheerleaders used masks depicting a Korean man that resembled young Kim Il-sung. It later 
turned out to be a false assumption by S.K. lawmakers. (Esther Chung, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ S.K.'s unification ministry said Sunday that the government will make efforts to help 
continue inter-Korean dialogue sparked by the North's high-level delegation visit, expecting 
relations to take a drastic turn if certain conditions are created. (Yonhap) 
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●​ The unification ministry on Sunday denied a local news report that the image of N.K.'s late 
founding leader Kim Il-sung appeared on the mask worn by N.K. cheerleaders during an ice 
hockey match involving the unified team of the two Koreas. (Yonhap) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​  

●​ Kim Yo-jong, the younger sister of KJU and a high level delegation, wrapped up a rare 
three-day trip to S.K. on Sunday, which Seoul describes a sign of improving bilateral 
relations despite skepticism expressed by the U.S. (Yonhap) 

●​ President Moon attended a N.K. art troupe's concert in Seoul on Sunday, expressing hopes 
that the reconciliatory mood for inter-Korean dialogue would be maintained going forward. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ Pyongyang’s about-face shows that international sanctions are working. Seoul must not 
deviate from the sanctions front. Otherwise, it cannot take the driver’s seat in the peninsula 
issue. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ With her ‘deadly side-eye’ and ‘nimble’ ways, the sister of KJU has been the centre of 
attention since she arrived at the Winter Games. As her brother’s envoy, she has been 
deployed to show a softer side of N.K. Did this strategy work? (Benjamin Haas, Guardian) 

●​ KJU invited Moon for talks in Pyongyang, setting the stage for the first meeting of Korean 
leaders in more than 10 years. (Hyonhee Shin, Soyoung Kim, Reuters) 

●​ KJU’s sister headed home Sunday night after a whirlwind three days in S.K., where she sat 
among world dignitaries at the Olympics and tossed a diplomatic offer to the South aimed at 
ending seven decades of hostility. (Kim Tong-Hyung, AP) 

●​ KJU's summit invite will test Moon’s arbitration ability as he's caught between his desire to 
engage with KJU and the U.S.’ continued stance that N.K. ought to face tougher pressure and 
harsher sanctions. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Taekwondo athletes from N.K. and S.K. produced a stunning demonstration in Gangwon as 
sporting diplomacy took center stage alongside kicking, screaming and flying planks of wood 
on Saturday. (Reuters) 

●​ N.K. has emerged as the early favorite to grab one of the Winter Olympics’ most important 
medals: the diplomatic gold. N.K. has used the Games to drive a wedge between S.K. and the 
U.S. and to potentially ease pressure on its sanctions-crippled state. (Reuters) 

●​ N.K.’s delegation sent to the Winter Olympics held “frank and candid” talks with Moon, but it 
made no mention of the North’s invitation to Moon to Pyongyang for a summit. (Christine 
Kim, Reuters) 

●​ KJU’s invitation to Moon to visit Pyongyang could complicate the Trump administration’s 
diplomatic efforts to pressure the reclusive communist state to abandon its nuclear weapons 
program. (Jong Su Oh, VOA) 

●​ With an invitation to meet KJU in Pyongyang, personally delivered by KJU's sister during the 
first-ever peacetime visit to S.K. by a member of the N.K. ruling family, Moon may be on the 
brink of a legacy-defining moment. (AP)  

●​ KJU has invited S.K. President Moon Jae-in to visit Pyongyang. The invitation was delivered 
via a verbal message from Kim's sister, Kim Yo-jong. (Kim Rahn, Korea Times)  

●​ The N.K. delegation extended an invitation for Moon to visit Pyongyang — as fortuitous an 
opportunity for dialogue as one might hope for under the circumstances. (Sergey 
Radchenko, Washington Post) 
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International:​​​  

●​ Is Trump really qualified to discuss human rights when his immigration policy separates so 
many families and causes such great pain to so many immigrants in the U.S.? (Shim Jae-woo, 
Joongang Ilbo)  

●​ A senior American member of the IOC called on Sunday for N.K. and S.K.'s joint women's ice 
hockey team to be nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. (Reuters) 

●​ Mike Pence has insisted "there is no daylight" among the U.S. and allies S.K. and Japan over 
their stance on Pyongyang. (Telegraph) 

●​ NBC apologized to Koreans for its comment “every Korean will tell you that Japan as a 
cultural and technological and economic example has been so important to their own 
transformation.” (Avi Selk, Washington Post) 

●​ US Vice-President Mike Pence has said his country and S.K. are in complete agreement on 
the need to maintain pressure on N.K. (BBC) 

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence said he and his "friend," S.K. President Moon Jae-in, 
reaffirmed their commitment to denuclearizing N.K. (Yonhap) 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by James Park, HRNK Research Intern 

——————————————————— 

 

Monday, February 12, 2018 
 

Most N.Koreans think unification is necessary: U.S. study; Kang 
eyes creative post-Olympics diplomacy following N.K. summit 
proposal; Pence says talks with Pyongyang could be possible 

 
In North Korea: 
How Kim Yo Jong signals a change in North Korea's strategy (Daily NK, 02/12/2018) 
Most N. Koreans think unification is necessary: U.S. study (Yonhap, 02/12/2018) 
North Korean army oil embezzler sentenced to execution (Daily NK, 02/12/2018) 
North Koreans finally hear about defector soldier's dash across DMZ (Daily NK, 02/12/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​  
Kang eyes creative post-Olympics diplomacy following N.K. summit proposal (Yonhap, 02/12/2018) 
Parties divided over inter-Korean summit (Yonhap, 02/12/2018) 
President wobbling on tightrope (Joongang Daily, 02/13/2018) 
Younger South Koreans are deeply skeptical of North Korea’s diplomatic offensive (Washington Post, 
02/12/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
(LEAD) N.K. art troupe returns home after holding Olympic performances (Yonhap, 02/12/2018) 
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(LEAD) N.K. says high-level delegation made 'meaningful' S. Korea trip for better ties (Yonhap, 
02/12/2018) 
(LEAD) Two Koreas united in taekwondo demonstration in Seoul (Yonhap, 02/12/2018) 
Moon mulls envoy to Pyongyang (Joongang Daily, 02/13/2018) 
North Korea’s Olympic Offensive Opens Door for Diplomacy (VOA, 02/12/2018) 
North Korean media shows optimism for inter-Korean ties (UPI, 02/12/2018) 
Seohyun sings with North Korean orchestra (Joongang Daily, 02/13/2018) 
Seoul expresses optimism amid possibility of holding inter-Korean summit (UPI, 02/12/2018) 
UPDATE 1-Seoul seeks communication, lower military tension ahead of possible N.Korea summit 
(Reuters, 02/11/2018) 
What Moon should have said (Joongang Daily, 02/13/2018) 
 
International: 
Bach on Koreas: ‘Now it’s for politics to take over’ (Washington Post, 02/12/2018) 
China's envoy met with N. Korean delegation during Olympic visit: Beijing (Yonhap, 02/12/2018) 
Disconnect between US and South Korea grows amid rapprochement with North (Guardian, 
02/12/2018) 
Exclusive: IOC boss to visit North Korea after winter Games (Reuters, 02/12/2018) 
Exclusive: U.S. IOC member suggests joint Korean team for Nobel Peace Prize (Reuters, 02/11/2018) 
Head held high, Kim's sister returns to North Korea (Reuters, 02/12/2018) 
In Olympic corner of Asia, web of relationships is complex (Washington Post, 02/12/2018) 
Is North Korea really winning the soft power Olympics? (Washington Post, 02/12/2018) 
It's not Olympics but Polympics (Korea Times, 02/12/2018) 
Mattis: North Korea cannot drive wedge between the US and South Korea (CNN, 02/11/2018) 
Mattis says too early to tell if Olympic thaw between Koreas will lead to results (Reuters, 02/11/2018) 
Mike Pence says US is willing to talk to North Korea as Japan warns against 'smile diplomacy' 
(Telegraph, 02/12/2018) 
Moon, Abe clash over military drill, comfort women (Korea Times, 02/11/2018) 
NK-US dialogue essential for inter-Korean summit (Korea Times, 02/11/2018) 
North Korea's Olympics delegation leaves thorny questions behind (CNN, 02/12/2018) 
North Korea heads for diplomacy gold medal at Olympics: analysts (Reuters, 02/11/2018) 
North Korea won Pyeongchang political gold, but what’s next? (Washington Post, 02/12/2018) 
Nukes can’t win peace (Joongang Daily, 02/13/2018) 
Pence: U.S. ready for talks with North Korea (UPI, 02/12/2018) 
Pence's Olympic trip a 'missed opportunity' for North Korea diplomacy, source says (CNN, 
02/12/2018) 
Pence could have done better (Korea Times, 02/11/2018) 
Pence raises prospect of talks with North Korea alongside 'intensified' pressure (Reuters, 
02/12/2018) 
Pence raises prospect of U.S. talks with North Korea: Washington Post (Reuters, 02/11/2018) 
Pence says he and his 'friend' Moon reaffirmed commitment against N.K. nukes (Korea Times, 
02/12/2018) 
Pence says talks with Pyongyang could be possible (Joongang Daily, 02/13/2018) 
Real challenge after PyeongChang (Korea Times, 02/11/2018) 
Rushing headlong (Joongang Daily, 02/13/2018) 
Tillerson says it's 'up to North Korea' to engage in talks with US (CNN, 02/12/2018) 
US’s Tillerson: ‘too early to tell’ if Koreas really talking (Washington Post, 02/12/2018) 
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​In North Korea:​ 

●​ While Kim Yo Jong may not technically hold the same power as her great uncle, Kim Yong Ju 
did in 1972, some experts believe that KJU relies heavily on her for advice and that her visit 
should thus be considered significant. Furthermore, undertaking a potential risk to her 
personal safety in traveling to the SK, among other logistical issues, is a sign of a 
breakthrough in NK-SK relations. (Daily NK) 

●​ Most N.Koreans think reunification with SK is necessary, with many of them citing shared 
ethnicity as the main reason, according to a recent US study. (Yonhap) 

●​ A N.Korean military officer has been sentenced to execution on charges of embezzling state 
property. The officer, a rear guard supply head in the Second Division of the First Corps, was 
stationed in Ipo-ri, Kumgang County, Kangwon Province. (Kim Chae-Hwan, Daily NK) 

●​ News of the N.Korean soldier who made a daring escape across the heavily militarized 
Korean border has just broken in NK and is captivating residents, reports an inside source. 
(Kang Mi Jin, Daily NK) 

 
In South Korea:​  

●​ SK's top diplomat promised to pull through new diplomatic challenges actively and creatively 
Mon. after NK invited the SK's president to an inter-Korean summit. (Yonhap) 

●​ The leader of the ruling Democratic Party said Mon. that a summit between Moon and 
N.Korean leader KJU would serve as a meaningful first step toward denuclearizing the 
Korean Peninsula. But conservative parties voiced opposition to a summit unless 
denuclearization is agreed. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.Korean President Moon was involved in a lot of diplomacy on the sidelines of the Winter 
Olympic Games, but concerns are being raised that he failed to achieve a balance in his 
dealing with NK and the US. (Yoo Jee-hye, Ser Myo-ja, Joongang Daily) 

●​ There has been a pronounced shift in attitudes in SK. Unlike their parents and grandparents, 
younger S.Koreans don’t see unification as a clear national goal—despite a national education 
curriculum that presents it as such. Instead, they worry about what will happen to their own 
standards of living if SK is suddenly tethered to one of the world’s economic weaklings. 
(Chico Harlan, Yoonjung Seo, Washington Post) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​  

●​ A N.Korean art troupe returned home Mon. after holding two rare performances in SK in 
celebration of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK's state media said Mon. its high-level delegation has made a "meaningful" trip to SK that 
improved stalled inter-Korean relations. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.Korean and N.Korean taekwondo teams jointly demonstrated the traditional martial art in 
Seoul on Mon. as part of a celebration for the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ Now that N.Korean leader KJU has invited President Moon to Pyongyang for a summit, 
sources in the Blue House said they are contemplating how, and in what format, Seoul is 
going to formally respond. (Wi Moon-hee, Kim Hyoung-gu, Joongang Daily) 

●​ NK’s Olympic charm offensive has worked to improve its image among many S.Koreans, 
while the US indicates new openness to dialogue. (Brian Padden, VOA) 
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●​ N.Korean media says the visit of Pyongyang officials to SK  proved to be a "meaningful 
momentum in improving inter-Korean relations." (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ The S.Korean singer Seohyun of pop group Girls’ Generation made a surprise appearance 
during NK’s Samjiyon Orchestra's performance, singing “Our Hope,” which expresses hopes 
for reunification, and the N.Korean song “Until We Meet Again” in a collaboration that was 
decided the day of the performance after persuasion from officials at the Blue House. (Hong 
You-kyoung, Joongang Daily) 

●​ The S.Korean government says it will cooperate with NK to arrange President Moon's trip to 
Pyongyang, expressing hope for continued progress in improving inter-Korean relations. 
(Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ SK said on Mon. it will try to arrange more reunions for families divided by the Korean War 
and seek to lower military tensions with NK as the first steps towards establishing grounds 
for a rare summit between the two Koreas. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ Moon's response of “Let’s create the environment to make that happen” and request to NK to 
“more actively seek dialogue with the US” was an ambiguous answer to KJU's summit 
proposal. The author, Chun Young-gi argues that Moon should have been more firm and 
active when accepting the summit proposal. (Chun Young-gi, Joongang Daily) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ President Thomas Bach believes the IOC has done its part in getting North Korea and South 
Korea together at the Pyeongchang Olympics. The ball’s now in the court of the divided 
nation. (Stephen Wade, AP) 

●​ A high-ranking Chinese official met with Kim Yong-nam, the president of the Presidium of 
the N.Korean assembly, during their visits to SK last week, China's foreign ministry 
confirmed Mon. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK has announced it will press ahead with improving ties with NK, arranging family reunions 
between those divided by the Korean war and seeking to cool military tensions–despite the 
US’s commitment to a policy of “maximum pressure” on KJU. (Guardian) 

●​ International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach plans to visit NK after the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics, cementing ties with the reclusive state which used the event 
to restart political dialogue with SK. (Karolos Grohmann, Reuters) 

●​ A senior American member of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) called on Sun for 
NK and SK's joint women’s ice hockey team to be nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
(Karolos Grohmann, Reuters) 

●​ In her first appearance on the global stage, Kim Yo Jong, the sister of N.Korean leader KJU, 
had her every move closely scrutinized. Crowds applauded as she stood for the S.Korean 
anthem during the opening ceremony for the start of the Winter Olympic Games, while her 
big smiles and relaxed manner left a largely positive impression on the S.Korean public. But 
her sometimes aloof expression and high-tilted chin also spoke of someone who sees herself 
“of royalty” and “above anyone else”, leadership experts and some critics said. (Christine Kim, 
Reuters) 

●​ The political relationships between the two Koreas, China, Japan, along with the US are 
complex and fraught with the weight of history. The Associated Press’ experts prepared a 
background briefing of the percolating politics in this region where the Olympics are 
unfolding. (The Associated Press) 
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●​ While in SK, the DPRK delegation participated in diplomatic niceties with the S.Korean 
government, most notably by extending an invitation to S.Korean President Pyongyang for a 
summit with N.Korean despot KJU while Pence made headlines for doing three things: 
warning about the horrors of the NK regime, not standing when the unified Korean team 
entered the Olympic Stadium for the Opening Ceremonies and largely snubbing the main 
reception dinner. (Daniel W. Dresser, Washington Post) 

●​ The PyeongChang Olympics deserves to be called "Polympics" with a capital P standing for 
politics of a complicated brand ― with fierce, divisive, unifying and confusing elements ― 
which may reset the existing order on the Korean Peninsula and affect the global one, as 
well. (Oh Young-jin, Korea Times) 

●​ Secretary of Defense James Mattis says "there's no wedge" between the US and SK, despite 
recent overtures between SK and NK. (Aileen Graef, CNN) 

●​ US Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said on Sun. it was too early to tell whether a diplomatic 
detente between the two Koreas at the Winter Olympics would lead to results, but the move 
had not driven a wedge between Washington and Seoul. (Idrees Ali, Reuters) 

●​ US vice president Mike Pence has raised the prospect of direct talks between Washington 
and NK, outlining a stance of “maximum pressure and engagement at the same time.” 
(Danielle Demetriou, Telegraph)  

●​ Longstanding tension between Korea and Japan is unlikely to ease, with President Moon and 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe clashing over serious diplomatic and historic 
issues―again. (Choi Ha-young, Korea Times) 

●​ NK has invited President Moon to visit there, but it may not happen unless Pyongyang shows 
willingness toward denuclearization in talks with Washington. (Kim Bo-eun, Korea Times) 

●​ NK's delegation to the Winter Olympics returned to Pyongyang on Sun., ending a three-day 
visit that amounted to a remarkable diplomatic breakthrough for the S.Korean government 
but left big questions about whether it could lead to a solution to the decades-long military 
standoff between the two nations. (Sheen McKenzie, Joshua Berlinger, CNN) 

●​ An assessment of a former S.Korean government minister and political experts who say NK 
has used the Games to drive a wedge between SK and the US and to potentially ease 
pressure on its sanctions states that NK has emerged as the early favorite to grab one of the 
Winter Olympics’ most important medals: the diplomatic gold. (Soyoung Kim, James Pearson, 
Reuters) 

●​ NK won the political gold medal at Pyeongchang just by showing up as KJU scored some 
badly needed publicity points by sending his little sister to the games and extending an 
invitation to S.Korean President Moon to come to Pyongyang in the near future. (Eric 
Talmadge, AP) 

●​ The world’s attention is now on the two Koreas after Kim Yo-jong delivered her brother’s 
written invitation to Moon to attend a summit in Pyongyang, to which the S.Korean leader 
politely suggested would be possible when conditions are right. Seoul, Pyongyang and 
Washington have all laid down their cards as the peninsula once again enters a testing time 
at the crossroads of peace and war. (Lee Ha-kyung, Joongang Daily) 

●​ Amid SK's efforts to promote dialogue between the US and NK, US Vice President Mike 
Pence reportedly signaled that Washington is ready for talks, marking a notable change of 
stance. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence's trip to SK for the PyeongChang Winter Olympics has been 
called "a missed opportunity" by a senior diplomatic source close to NK. (Will Ripley, CNN) 
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●​ US Vice President Mike Pence snubbing Kim Yo-jong, sister of NK's leader KJU, and the 
nominal head of NK, Kim Yong-nam―for whatever Pence's reasons―does not reflect well on 
him or on the US. (Lyman McLallen, Korea Times) 

●​ Comments by US Vice President Mike Pence suggest the US may be looking more favorably 
at diplomatic engagement with NK as SK considers a rare summit with its neighbor and 
long-time foe. (Christine Kim, Matt Spetalnick, Reuters) 

●​ The US and SK have agreed on terms for further diplomatic engagement with NK, first with 
Seoul and then possibly leading to direct talks with Washington without pre-conditions, Vice 
President Mike Pence said in a newspaper interview published on Sun. (Reuters Staff, 
Reuters) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence said he and his "friend," S.Korean President Moon, reaffirmed 
their commitment to denuclearizing NK. (Korea Times) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence indicated that he and President Moon came to some 
agreement behind the scenes that could lead to direct talks without preconditions between 
Washington and Pyongyang after the Winter Olympics. (Joongang Daily) 

●​ The real challenge for the alliance will follow the closure of the Olympics. The first test will 
begin with discussions to resume joint military exercises suspended until after the Olympics. 
The discussions could deal with the timing, scale, or duration of resumed joint drills. KJU has 
already demanded an end to them. (Tong Kim, Korea Times) 

●​ This time, a summit must achieve the goal of denuclearization. In that sense, what is more 
important for the Moon administration is sending an envoy to Washington, not Pyongyang. 
SK's diplomacy with the US does not seem to follow the remarkable pace of inter-Korean 
contacts. Washington harbors strong suspicions about the Moon administration being 
dragged into NK’s peace offensives. Without progress in Washington-Pyongyang relations, 
inter-Korean summits cannot achieve much. (Joongang Daily) 

●​ Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said Mon. it will be "up to NK" to decide when it is ready to 
engage in serious and meaningful diplomatic talks with the US. (Michelle Kosinski, Maegan 
Vazquez, CNN) 

●​ US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson says “it’s too early to tell” if recent signs of overture 
between NK and SK at the Olympics mean that a genuine political process is beginning. 
(Associated Press) 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Jinny Ahn, HRNK Research Intern 

——————————————————— 

 

Tuesday, February 13, 2018 
 

N.K. slams U.N. sanctions days after attempted Olympics charm 
offensive; Kim Jong Un 'impressed' with South Korea's efforts; 

Pence raises prospect of talks with N.K. while applying 
'maximum pressure' 
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Top News: 
North Korea slams U.N. sanctions days after attempted Olympics charm offensive (CBS News, 
02/12/2018) 
North Korea: US criticism of its rights shows fear of nukes (Washington Post, 02/12/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
Corruption blamed for poor quality of snacks distributed to children for leader's birthday (DailyNK, 
02/13/2018) 
How Kim Jong Un's sister fueled Trump's war on the media (Washington Post, 02/13/2018) 
Kim Jong-un is ‘impressed’ by recent trip: KCNA (Joongang Ilbo, 02/13/2018) 
Kim Jong Un 'impressed' with South Korea's efforts, state media says (CNN, 02/13/2018) 
Kim Jong Un Meets High-Level Delegation (nkleadershipwatch, 02/13/2018) 
Kim Jong-un praises South Korea's warm welcome for Winter Olympics after sister's visit (Telegraph, 
02/13/2018) 
Kim Jong-un praises 'sincere, impressive' South Korea (Guardian, 02/12/2018) 
Kim Yo-jong and North Korea's secret weapon (BBC, 02/13/2018) 
KJU Attends Photo-op with Samjiyo’n Orchestra (nkleadershipwatch, 02/13/2018) 
North Korea dials down border propaganda after Games open (Reuters, 02/13/2018) 
North Koreans 'lap up reports of soldier’s daring defection' (Telegraph, 02/13/2018) 
PPJ Visits Construction of Wo’nsan Tourist Zone (nkleadershipwatch, 02/13/2018) 
What Kim Jong-un's new photo tells us about North Korea (BBC, 02/13/2018) 
Year after Kim’s killing, suspected masterminds evade trial (Washington Post, 02/13/2018) 
​ 
In South Korea:​  
Confidante of disgraced South Korean president sentenced to 20 years in prison (Washington Post, 
02/13/2018) 
Human rights activists defy North Korea's Olympics charm offensive (UPI, 02/13/2018) 
Olympic uniforms combine form and function (Joongang Ilbo, 02/13/2018) 
N.K. cheering squad stages surprise performance during trip to tourist attraction (Yonhap, 
02/13/2018) 
North Korea's cheerleaders amaze and appeal at Winter Olympics (Guardian, 02/12/2018) 
North Korean defector at State of Union speech touts Trump (Washington Post, 02/13/2018) 
Ruling party calls for reunions of separated families amid warming inter-Korean ties (Yonhap, 
02/13/2018) 
Seoul to review plan to bankroll N. Korea's Olympic participation (Yonhap, 02/13/2018) 
South Korea’s Olympic Diplomacy Makes Slow but Steady Progress (VOA, 02/13/2018) 
Sweden eliminates inter-Korean team (Joongang Ilbo, 02/13/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​ 
(LEAD) Kim Jong-un vows to continue reconciliation between Koreas (Yonhap, 02/13/2018) 
(News Focus) N. Korea's summit offer builds pressure on Moon (Yonhap, 02/13/2018) 
A double-edged sword (Joongang Ilbo, 02/13/2018) 
Military talks likely to be first inter-Korean dialogue following visit by N.K. leader's sister: official 
(Yonhap, 02/13/2018) 
Moon in dilemma over joint drills (Korea Times, 02/13/2018) 
North and South Koreans develop friendships on the ice (Joongang Ilbo, 02/13/2018) 
North and South Korea must remember that Trump is watching them (CNN, 02/13/2018) 
North Korean leader bolsters peace offensive (Korea Times, 02/13/2018) 
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Never Mind the Minders: United Korea Team Bonds to K-pop (Reuters, 02/13/2018) 
S. Korea: N. Korea holds key to military talks (Yonhap, 02/13/2018) 
The prodigal Kim (Joongang Ilbo, 02/13/2018) 
 
International: 
(Olympics) (Yonhap Interview) IOC boss discussed N. Korean sports with Pyongyang's top Olympic 
delegation (Yonhap, 02/13/2018) 
IOC President to Visit North Korea After Games (VOA, 02/12/2018) 
Japan PM Abe: Confirmed with Moon need for maximum pressure on North Korea (Reuters, 
02/12/2018) 
Mattis: Too early to judge inter-Korean talks (Yonhap, 02/13/2018) 
Pence raises prospect of talks with North Korea while applying 'maximum pressure' (Reuters, 
02/13/2018) 
State Dept., NSC say U.S. open to engagement (Joongang Ilbo, 02/13/2018) 
The Latest: Intel chief testifies about North Korean nukes (Washington Post, 02/13/2018) 
Tillerson: Up to N. Korea to choose talks with U.S. (Yonhap, 02/13/2018) 
Tillerson: Up to North Korea to Engage in Talks (VOA, 02/12/2018) 
Trump tells Putin more steps needed to scrap North Korea nuclear program (Reuters, 02/13/2018) 
U.S. intelligence chief says North Korea 'decision time' is near (Reuters, 02/13/2018) 
US intel chief says risk of global conflict highest since Cold War (CNN, 02/13/2018) 
 
Top News: 

●​ N.K.'s U.N. mission expressed displeasure with Trump's invitation of Ji Seung-ho, a N.K. 
defector, to the STOU address and Nikki Haley's critique of a U.N. committee that rejected 
non-government status to HRNK. (Pamela Falk, CBS News) 

●​ The DPRK's U.N. Mission criticized Trump for inviting a N.K. defector to the STOU address 
and Nikki Haley for trying to reverse a U.N. committee’s denial of accreditation to HRNK. 
(Edith M. Lederer, AP) 

 
In North Korea:​ 

●​ The tradition of giving snacks and clothes to children has continued since 1977 in N.K. 
However, as the economy ran into difficulties, mostly due to corruption, the quality of 
snacks and clothes have been increasingly poor. (Seol Song Ah, DailyNK) 

●​ Kim Yo Jong went to the Olympics on a propaganda mission for her brother KJU, but her trip 
also helped advance a favorite narrative of President Trump's — that the media is his enemy. 
(Callum Borchers, Washington Post) 

●​ N.K.s state-run media said that KJU expressed “satisfaction” over the outcome of his sister’s 
recent visit to the South and that he gave “important instructions” for the improvement of 
inter-Korean relations. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ KJU has praised S.K. for its "very impressive" and "sincere" efforts in hosting the North's 
high-level delegation during the opening of the Winter Olympics. (Steve George, CNN) 

●​ KJU held a meeting in central Pyongyang on Monday with members of the high-level DPRK 
delegation that visited ROK to attend the opening of the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics. 
(nkleadershipwatch)  
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●​ KJU has praised the welcome the South gave his sister and said it was important to build on 
the Olympics-driven momentum for dialogue on the divided peninsula. (Agence 
France-Presse, Telegraph)  

●​ KJU has praised the “warm climate of reconciliation and dialogue” after a delegation 
returned from their three-day visit to the South for the Winter Olympics. (Benjamin Haas, 
Guardian) 

●​ It turns out KJU doesn't need to fire off a missile to get the world's attention. He has a 
number of far more powerful weapons in his arsenal: his female envoys. (BBC) 

●​ KJU’s last observed appearance was a commemorative photo-op on February 12 with the 
high-level delegation that attended the Winter Olympics Opening Ceremony. 
(nkleadershipwatch)  

●​ N.K. has lowered the volume of its border propaganda broadcasts at the inter-Korean 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) since Friday’s Winter Olympics opening ceremony. (James 
Pearson, Reuters) 

●​ North Koreans have been “captivated” after finally learning of the daring defection of a 
soldier through the Joint Security Area at Panmunjom in November. (Julian Ryall, Telegraph) 

●​ DPRK state media reported that Premier and State Affairs Commission Vice Chairman Pak 
Pong-chun visited the construction of the Wo’nsan-Kalma tourist zone. (nkleadershipwatch)  

●​ N.K.'s state media indicated that KJU was delighted with the outcome of his country's 
attendance at the Winter Olympics. Accompanying the report was an unusually relaxed 
picture of KJU with his sister and the head of state. (BBC) 

●​ Two women stand accused of a crime that could send them to the gallows — the stunning 
assassination of KJU’s estranged half-brother. (Eileen Ng and Eric Talmadge, AP) 

​ 
In South Korea:​  

●​ Choi Soon-sil, the confidante of former S.K. president Park Geun-hye was sentenced to 20 
years in prison and fined almost $17 million for her role in a huge corruption scandal that led 
to Park's impeachment. (Anna Fifield, Washington Post) 

●​ The visit from a high-profile N.K. delegation during the 2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olympics 
is not a sign of progress on the peninsula, human rights activists and S.K. politicians said 
Tuesday. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI)  

●​ Uniforms are not a core part of the Games, but their designs representing each country offer 
a bit of color to the event. (Song Kyoung-son, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ N.K.'s cheerleaders visiting S.K. for the PyeongChang Winter Olympics staged a surprise 
performance Tuesday during their trip to a tourist attraction in Gangneung, a sub-host city 
of the Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. outnumber the North’s athletes and captured global attention at Winter Olympics but a 
cultural chasm remains. (Benjamin Haas, Guardian) 

●​ Ji Seong-ho, who was singled out by Trump as a living example of the North's atrocities said 
Tuesday that Trump had set a milestone in international efforts to improve N.K.'s human 
rights situation when he invited him and other defectors to his office. (Youkyung Lee, AP) 

●​ The floor leader of the ruling Democratic Party called for reunions of separated families 
between two Koreas, saying it is the most urgent issue to address in expanding cooperation 
and exchanges between the two sides. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.K. will this week review a motion to bankroll N.K.'s ongoing participation in the 2018 
PyeongChang Winter Olympic Games. (Yonhap)  
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●​ Moon’s persistent outreach effort to reduce tensions with N.K. helped bring about the 
North’s participation in the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, and a pause in Pyongyang’s 
provocative missile and nuclear tests. (Brian Padden, VOA) 

●​ The inter-Korean women’s hockey team was eliminated in the preliminary round at the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics on Monday, following its 0-8 loss to Sweden. (Joongang Ilbo) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​  

●​ KJU pledged efforts to continue the reconciliatory mood with S.K. as he welcomed back a 
high-ranking N.K. delegation from their trip to the PyeongChang Winter Olympics in S.K. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ KJU's surprise invitation to S.K. President Moon to visit Pyongyang has created additional 
pressure for the South to be tough with the provocative regime. (Yonhap) 

●​ The conciliatory mood between the two Koreas through the momentum of the Olympics is a 
double-edged sword for Moon. The question is whether Moon and his team have the 
diplomatic capabilities to use the double-edged sword in S.K.’s favor. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Military talks are expected to be the first formal dialogue between S.K. and N.K. following an 
unprecedented visit to the South by a high-level delegation that included the sister of KJU. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ Moon is facing a growing dilemma over S.K.'s planned military exercises with the U.S., with 
N.K. offering a rare gesture for warmer inter-Korean relations. (Lee Min-hyung, Korea Times) 

●​ The Olympic rapprochement between two Koreas came so suddenly last month that 
women’s hockey players on both sides barely had time to get to know each other when they 
had to hit the ice last week for their first match against Switzerland. (Park Rin, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ KJU's invitation of Moon to N.K. could not have been unanticipated, but it nevertheless puts 
S.K. in a difficult position. It is likely impossible for Moon to decline, but there are major risks 
involved in any talks with N.K. (Jonathan Cristol, CNN) 

●​ KJU's peace offensive is raising speculation of further progress in inter-Korean relations. 
KJU is known to provide a detailed plan on developing inter-Korean relations after being 
briefed by his high-level delegation that visited S.K. recently. (Kim Bo-eun, Korea Times) 

●​ They sleep in separate dorms, travel in different buses and government minders watch over 
them, but N.K. members of the united Korean women's ice hockey team are bonding with 
their team-mates from the South, thanks partly to K-pop. (Hyunjoo Jin, Dan Burns, Reuters) 

●​ S.K.'s defense ministry said Tuesday it's still waiting for N.K.'s response to its months-old 
offer of military talks, maintaining its strategic ambiguity about the future of joint war games 
with the US. (Yonhap) 

●​ An inter-Korean summit without understanding and cooperation from the US will be a 
one-time stunt at best. That is why Moon said “conditions should be met” before accepting 
Kim’s invitation and urging N.K. to talk with the US. (Lee Hoon-beom, Joongang Ilbo) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ Thomas Bach, president of the International Olympic Committee (IOC), said he discussed the 
state of sports in N.K. with a top delegation from Pyongyang, which included KJU's sister, at 
the PyeongChang Winter Games in S.K. (Yonhap) 
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●​ Olympics chief Thomas Bach will visit N.K. after the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, the 
International Olympic Committee said in a statement Monday. (VOA) 

●​ Abe said on Tuesday that he and Moon had agreed that it was necessary to keep up 
maximum pressure on N.K. (Reuters) 

●​ U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis expressed reservations about recent talks between two 
Koreas, saying it's "too early" to say whether the talks are a positive sign from Pyongyang. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ The US has appeared to endorse deeper post-Olympics engagement between two Koreas 
that could lead to direct U.S. talks, but has agreed with Seoul that sanctions must be 
intensified to push N.K. to denuclearize. (Christine Kim, Matt Spetalnick, Reuters) 

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence, the National Security Council (NSC) and the Department of 
State have been signaling a N.K. approach that combines maximum pressure alongside 
engagement, a slight shift in tone from before. (Sarah Kim, Joongang Ilbo)  

●​ The Trump administration’s intelligence chief says N.K.’s development of nuclear weapons 
poses a potentially existential threat to the US. (AP) 

●​ U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson on Monday left open the door to dialogue with N.K., 
saying it will be up to Pyongyang to decide when they are ready. (Yonhap) 

●​ U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said Monday any possible negotiations with N.K. over its 
nuclear and ballistic missile programs can only happen if N.K. shows it is ready to engage in 
meaningful talks. (VOA) 

●​ Trump, who complained last month that Moscow was “not helping us at all with N.K.,” told 
Putin on Monday that more needs to be done to scrap Pyongyang’s nuclear program. 
(Reuters) 

●​ The U.S. director of national intelligence warned on Tuesday that time was running out for 
the US to act on the threat posed by N.K.’s nuclear weapons program. (Patricia Zengerle, 
Doina Chiacu, Reuters) 

●​ US Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats warned Tuesday that the current risk of a 
global conflict is higher than at any time since the end of the Cold War. (Zachary Cohen, 
CNN) 

--------------------------------------- 
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Korean Kontext: President Trump and North Korean Human 
Rights; South Korea approves record $2.6 million budget for 

North Koreans' Olympic visit 
 
Top News:  
Korean Kontext: President Trump and North Korean Human Rights (KEI, 02/13/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
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Choe Ryong Hae Visits South Hwanghae (NK Leadership Watch, 02/14/2018) 
Jang Song-thaek photo-shopped out of guidance picture (NK Econ Watch, 02/13/2018) 
Kim Jong Un taking cues from Hitler's 1936 Olympic strategy (Daily NK, 02/14/2018) 
Loyalty Oath Meeting at Mt. Paektu (NK Leadership Watch, 02/14/2018) 
N. Korea prepares for modest celebration of late leader's birthday this week: Seoul ​(Yonhap, 
02/14/2018) 
North Korean Border Guards Rotated Every Half Hour in New Security Push (RFA, 02/14/2018) 
N. Korean Cheerleaders Are Tightly Controlled to Prevent Defections (VOA, 02/14/2018) 
North Korean figure skaters revel in starring role on Olympic ice (CNN, 02/14/2018) 
North Korean pair given warm welcome on Pyeongchang debut (Reuters, 02/13/2018) 
Olympics inspire hope for increased access to South Korean goods (Daily NK, 02/14/2018) 
What North Korea's Olympic delegation saw for the first time (CNN, 02/14/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​  
(LEAD) Leaders of new centrist party show differences over N. Korea (Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
Leader of new party calls for sending special envoy to U.S. before N. Korea ​(Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
LKP leader: Ex-President Lee rejected N. Korea's summit proposal ​(Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
South Korea cuts down screening period for North Korean defectors ​(UPI, 02/13/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship:  
(LEAD) (Olympics) Joint Korean hockey team shows signs of life in loss to Japan (Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
(LEAD) (Olympics) Joint Korean team loses to Japan in women's hockey (Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
Bill for North’s participation in Games mounts (Joongang Ilbo, 02/14/2018) 
Ice Hockey: Do you believe in Miracles? Korea score a goal (Reuters, 02/14/2018) 
Ice Hockey: Japan win as unified Korea enjoy special moment (Reuters, 02/14/2018) 
Ice hockey: Korea scores political win but loses on ice (Reuters, 02/14/2018) 
Japan preparing schools for North Korea missiles (UPI, 02/14/2018) 
Japan's worries about North Korea's 'charm offensive' (BBC, 02/14/2018) 
N.K. cheering squad stages surprise performance during trip to tourist attraction (Yonhap, 
02/13/2018) 
North Korean cheerleaders caught off guard by fake Kim Jong Un (Reuters, 02/14/2018) 
(Olympics) Joint Korean hockey coach calls hard-fought loss to Japan 'best game we've played in the 
Olympics' (Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
(Olympics) N. Korean cheerleaders make trip to alpine venue in PyeongChang (Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
(Olympics) N. Korean forward back in lineup for joint hockey team vs. Japan (Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
(Olympics) Women's hockey forward has mixed emotions after scoring momentous goal in loss 
(Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
Seoul approves fund to pay N. Korea's Olympic bills (Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
‘So proud’: Parents’ views on joint Korea hockey team evolve (Washington Post, 02/14/2018) 
South Korea approves record $2.6 million budget for North Koreans' Olympic visit (Reuters, 
02/13/2018) 
The AP Asks: What would South Koreans ask a North Korean?(Washington Post, 02/13/2018) 
'We are one!' - Korean chanting is only show at the slalom (Reuters, 02/13/2018) 
You know those North Korean cheering squads? South Korea will pay their bills. (Washington Post, 
02/14/2018) 
 
International: 
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(LEAD) Investigation underway into Latvian bank suspected of illegal dealing with N. Korea(Yonhap, 
02/14/2018) 
(LEAD) Ministry briefs Chinese envoy on inter-Korean ties (Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
(LEAD) Moon: U.S. expresses willingness to talk to N. Korea (Yonhap, 02/13/2018) 
Admiral Says North Korea Aiming to Reunify Korean Peninsula (NYT, 02/14/2018) 
A Trojan horse (Joongang Ilbo, 02/14/2018) 
'Deep Down': Rivalry Between Koreas, Japan Transcends Sports (NYT, 02/14/2018) 
Don’t push Washington (Joongang Ilbo, 02/14/2018) 
Facing US Pressure, North Korea Turns to Sports Diplomacy (VOA, 02/14/2018) 
Goals on the Ice and Politics in the Air as Japan Beats Unified Korean Team (NYT, 02/14/2018) 
Has North Korea’s week at the Winter Olympics diminished the nuclear threat? (Guardian, 
02/14/2018) 
Newest target of U.S. sanctions is Latvian bank (Joongang Ilbo, 02/14/2018) 
North Korean cheerleaders baffle IOC (Korea Times, 02/14/2018) 
(Olympics) Japanese coach 'surprised' with joint Korean hockey team's struggles (Yonhap, 
02/13/2018) 
(Olympics) Ex-U.N. chief says unified Korean team can play a big role in easing tension (Yonhap, 
02/13/2018) 
S.Korea, Estonia agree to increase cooperation in cybersecurity (Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
S. Korean, Swedish foreign ministers to discuss ties, N. Korean nuclear issue (Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
S. Korea's top diplomat considers attending U.N. rights council meeting (Yonhap, 02/14/2018) 
U.S. experts assess Pyongyang’s invitation (Joongang Ilbo, 02/14/2018) 
U.S. intel chief says decision time on N.K. 'ever closer' (Yonhap, 02/13/2018) 
US Official: N. Korea Will Be 'Most Confrontational' Mass Destruction Threat to US, Allies (VOA, 
02/13/2018) 
White House: U.S. open to engaging N. Korea on denuclearization (Yonhap, 02/13/2018) 
 
Top News: 

●​ HRNK's Director of Programs and Editor Rosa Park, joins the Korean Economic Institute's 
podcast Korean Kontext to discuss HRNK's recent work and Trump's focus on North Korean 
human rights. (KEI) 

In North Korea:​ 

●​ Workers’ Party of Korea [WPK ]Vice Chairman, State Affairs Commission Vice Chairman and 
WPK Organization Guidance Department Director Choe Ryong Hae visited sites in South 
Hwanghae Province. (NK Leadership Watch) 

●​ A photo from Kim Jong-il’s and KJU’s guidance trip to the Jagang Machine Plant on 2011-4-8 
on display in a N. Korean apartment had Jang Song-thaek photoshopped out. (NK Econ 
Watch)  

●​ 1936 Olympics, Nazi Germany forced the world to question whether Hitler’s intentions had 
been misinterpreted. But just 3 years later, Hitler plunged Europe and eventually the world 
into World War II. The international community may therefore be more wary of despots 
trying to take advantage of international sporting events to spread deceptive propaganda. 
(Daily NK) 

●​ Members of the DPRK central leadership traveled up to Samjiyo’n and to Mt. Paektu on 
February 12 (Monday).During the day, senior officials delivered flowers to the statues and 
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monuments overlooking Lake Samji.  At the night there was a loyalty oath meeting. (NK 
Leadership Watch) 

●​ NK appears to be preparing modest celebratory events for late leader Kim Jong-il's birthday 
this week, the unification ministry said Wednesday. (Yonhap) 

●​ N. Korean security measures along the border with China have been further tightened in 
recent days, following authorities’ failure to stop smuggling and defections during a 
previously declared period of special vigilance. (Jieun Kim, RFA) 

●​ The cheering faces of NK’s Olympic charm offensive are carefully groomed and under 
constant surveillance to ensure they present an engaging image to the world, and to prevent 
any of them from trying to defect. (Brian Padden, VOA) 

●​ Skating to "A Day in the Life" by The Beatles, N. Korea's figure skaters received huge cheers 
as they took to the ice at the Gangneung Ice Arena at the Winter Olympics in South Korea. 
(James Griffiths, Euan McKirdy, CNN) 

●​ N. Korean pair skaters Ryom Tae-ok and Kim Ju-sik made their long-awaited debut at the  
Olympics on Wed. in front of a crowd of euphoric spectators cheering on every jump and lift. 
(Gabrielle Tetrault-Farber, Reuters) 

●​ Residents in the North had expressed limited interest in the events of weeks past, but it 
appears that Kim Yo-jong's visit and her delivery of a handwritten note from KJU to Moon 
has sparked the public's curiosity. Ordinary people in NK are interested in the potential for 
improving inter-Korean relations if it brings an end to the current crackdown on S. Korean 
products in the markets as well as harsh punishment for viewing S. Korean movies and 
dramas. (Kang Mi Jin, Daily NK) 

●​ Some of North Korea's delegation to the PyeongChang Olympics stepped into a very 
different world from the sheltered and tightly controlled version of reality they're 
accustomed to at home. (Paul P. Murphy, Will Ripley, Sophie Jeong, CNN) 

 
In South Korea:​  

●​ Differences over NK, one of the most divisive issues in SK, have been cited as a key challenge 
facing the new Bareun Future party that was created Tues. through the merger of the 
center-left People's Party and the center-right Bareun Party. (Yonhap) 

●​ A leader of the newly created minor opposition Bareun Future Party said Wed. the 
government should send a special envoy to the US first to further solidify the alliance with 
Washington before sending one to NK. (Yonhap) 

●​ Kim Jong-il proposed holding a summit with then-S. Korean President Lee Myung-bak on 
condition that SK recognize the NK's nuclear weapons, but Lee rejected the proposal, the 
leader of the main opposition Liberty Korea Party said Wed. Hong Joon-pyo disclosed the 
alleged proposal, which was not mentioned even in Lee's memoir, published in January 2015, 
as part of efforts to underscore his point that Moon should not pursue a summit with NK 
without discussion on denuclearization. (Yonhap) 

●​ The S. Korean government will reduce the screening period for N. Korean defectors from 180 
days to a maximum of 90 days after entry to the South. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​  
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●​ Another game, another loss for the joint Korean women's hockey team at the Olympics. But 
in falling to Japan 4-1 to close out Group B play on Wed., Korea showed some signs of life. 
And that's encouraging because the team still has two more games left to play. (Yoo 
Jee-ho,Yonhap) 

●​ The joint Korean women's hockey team suffered its third straight loss at the Olympics on 
Wed, falling to Japan 4-1. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ In addition to the 2.86 billion won, the Unification Ministry already approved money for the 
N. Korean advance teams’ visits last month. The ministry approved 27 million won on Jan. 26 
to cover the trip of Hyon Song-wol, leader of North Korea’s Samjiyon Orchestra, on Jan. 21 
and 22, and an advance team of athletes who visited the South from Jan. 25 to 27. More 
money will later be approved and spent to accommodate 150 N. Korean athletes who will 
participate in the Paralympic Games from March 9 to 18. (Chun Su-jin, Jeong Yong-soo, 
Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ It is rare the US and NK have reason to celebrate together but Randi Heesoo Griffin gave 
them one on Wed when she scored the united Korean women’s ice hockey team’s first and 
only Olympic goal in a 4-1 loss to Japan. (Steve Keating, Reuters) 

●​ Japan carried the day on Wed. when the long-time national rivalry with North Asian 
neighbors NK and SKspilled on to Olympic ice, beating Korea’s unified women’s ice hockey 
team 4-1 in a game of firsts for both teams. (Dan Burns, Steve Keating, Reuters) 

●​ With talk of a gold medal in diplomacy and a Nobel Peace Prize the united Korean women’s 
ice hockey team bowed out of the Olympics proper on Wed. with a handshake and a sense of 
achievement but without a win. (Steve Keating, Reuters) 

●​ The Japanese government has decided to add guidelines on missile evacuation for schools in 
a move that signals ongoing wariness about NK despite an inter-Korea detente on the 
peninsula. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

●​ Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's foreign minister, Taro Kono, told BBC he was worried 
S. Koreans could be taken in by the North's "charm offensive". (Rupert Wingfield-Hayes, BBC) 

●​ NK's cheerleaders visiting the South for the Olympics staged a surprise performance Tues. 
during their trip to a tourist attraction in Gangneung, a sub-host city of the Olympics. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ A group of N. Korean cheerleaders were briefly wowed by the apparent, sudden arrival of 
their leader, KJU at an Olympic ice hockey game on Wed. But it was just an impersonator 
named Howard who smiled and waved to crowds that came to watch a unified Korean team 
play Japan. (James Pearson, Jin Hyon-joo, Reuters) 

●​ The joint Korean women's hockey team played so well in a loss to Japan at the  Winter Games 
on Wed. that its coach called it "the best game we've played in the Olympics." (Yoo Jee-ho, 
Yonhap) 

●​ N. Korean cheerleaders on Wed. made their way to an alpine skiing venue at the Olympics in 
SK, though they didn't get to watch their compatriot's performance due to the event being 
rescheduled. (Joo Kyung-don, Yonhap) 

●​ N. Korean forward Jong Su-hyon returned to the lineup of the joint Korean women's hockey 
team at the Olympics on Wednesday. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ After scoring a momentous goal in a loss, joint Korean women's hockey team forward Randi 
Heesoo Griffin was feeling a mixed bag of emotions on Wed. It was the first goal by a Korean 
hockey team, male or female, in the Olympics. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 
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●​ SK on Wed. approved a plan to use a government fund to support NK's participation in the 
Olympics. 2.86 billion won (US$2.64 million) in spending from the government budget for 
inter-Korean cooperation to pay the Olympic bills was passed.(Yonhap) 

●​ When the Koreas suddenly began the push to form a joint Olympic team in women’s hockey, 
angry parents of S. Korean players considered public demonstrations against the notion. 
Once the Olympics opened, though, attitudes started changing with the amount of attention 
the team was getting. (Kim Hyung-jin, AP) 

●​ SK approved on Wed. the use of a record 2.86 billion won ($2.64 million) to bankroll the cost 
of hosting hundreds of visiting N. Koreans during the Olympics. (Reuters) 

●​ Embedded in a crowd of excited South Korean Olympic fans waiting to get into a united 
Korea women’s ice hockey match, The Associated Press posed a question:If you had the 
chance, what would you ask a North Korean? (Eric Talmadge, Kim Tong-hyun, AP) 

●​ A friendly chanting exchange between N. Korean cheerleaders and S. Korean fans was the 
only show on offer at the women’s slalom on Wed. as high winds wreaked more havoc on the 
Alpine skiing schedule. (Mark Trevelyan, Reuters) 

●​ The S. Korean government will pick up the $2.6 million tab for NK’s participation at the 
Olympics, agreeing Wed. to cover the costs accrued by the 500 cheerleaders, musicians, 
taekwondo performers and journalists. (Anna Fifield, Washington Post) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ Latvia is investigating a local bank suspected of illegal trading related to NK's weapons 
system, the Latvian top diplomat said Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ A senior S. Korean official in charge of NK affairs met Wed. with the top Chinese envoy here 
to update him on inter-Korean relations amid an Olympics-led thaw. (Yonhap) 

●​ Moon said Tues. the US has expressed a willingness to talk to NK. (Yonhap) 
●​ The senior US Navy officer overseeing military operations in the Pacific says N. Korean 

leader KJU's long-term goal is to reunify the divided Korean Peninsula under his totalitarian 
regime. (AP) 

●​ Unless the nuclear issue nears resolution, the post-PyeongChang situation won’t be any 
different. We need to look at the bare face of KJU, not his mask. (Kim Byung-yeon, Joongang 
Ilbo) 

●​ The fierce grudges over historical persecution and a thousand perceived national and 
cultural slights cannot be untwined from the sports for many Koreans. These swirling 
emotions were front and center Wed. as a combined team of N. and S.Koreans played 
regional power Japan in women's hockey. (AP) 

●​ Seoul must not nag at Washington. We must not forget that NK is the source of the problem. 
If Pyongyang insists it cannot yield, Seoul must demand it come up with a third option. That 
is the only way to get US. officials to sit across from N. Koreans.(Kim Hyun-ki, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ The North's decision to participate in the Olympics came amid increasing international 
sanctions, which called for Seoul to engage in a flurry of diplomatic maneuvers to seek a 
temporary lifting of sanctions against Pyongyang, raising concern in Washington that Seoul 
was playing into the North's ploy to use the Olympics to ease sanctions. (Christy Lee, VOA) 

●​ But for the only team to compete here with athletes from both N. and S. Korea, a 4-1 loss 
against Japan on Wed. night was the most painful defeat. In what has been an Olympics rife 
with geopolitical undertones, the game between Japan and Korea was the most political of 
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all, pitting the unified Korean team’s players against rivals from the country of their former 
colonial occupiers. (Mokoto Rich, AP) 

●​ KJU's decision to send his sister Kim Yo-jong and 200 -strong cheerleading squad to the 
winter Olympics has has been seized upon by some as a sign of NK coming in from the cold 
to seek peace and even reunification. But are there really grounds for such optimism? (Tania 
Branigan, Guardian) 

●​ Washington is putting sanctions on Latvia’s ABLV Bank for money laundering and activities 
linked to NK’s nuclear and missile programs, announced the US Treasury Department’s 
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) on Tues. (Sarah Kim, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ N. Korean cheerleaders have embarrassed the International Olympic Committee (IOC) as 
they turned a deaf ear to a recommendation to stop using flags that the Olympic governing 
body believes carries political statements. (Kang Hyun-kyung, Korea Times) 

●​ On the eve of his team's showdown against the joint Korean team in women's hockey 
tournament at the Olympics, Japanese assistant coach Yuji Iizuka said Tues. he has been 
"surprised" with Korea's struggles so far. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ Former United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said Tues. that the unified Korean 
women's ice hockey team and the two Koreas' joint parade at the Olympics will play a big 
role in easing tension on the Korean Peninsula. (Joo Kyung-don, Yonhap) 

●​ Prime Minister Lee Nak-yon agreed Wed. to increase cooperation with Estonia in cyber 
security and other areas during talks with his Estonian counterpart, Juri Ratas. (Yonhap) 

●​ S. Korean and Swedish foreign ministers will hold a meeting next week to discuss bilateral 
ties and cooperation on security issues, including NK's nuclear threats. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK's top diplomat may attend a meeting of the UN Human Rights Council this month where 
she is expected to touch on the issues of the N. Korean human rights situation and Japan's 
wartime sexual slavery, informed sources said Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ American experts weighed in on N. Korean leader KJU’s invitation for a summit with Moon, 
delivered by his younger sister and special envoy, Kim Yo-jong, with many expressing 
skepticism over whether it could lead to talks between Pyongyang and Washington. (Kim 
Hyun-ki, Jung Hyo-sik, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ US intelligence chief Dan Coats said Tues. that the time for a decision on Washington's 
response to NK's nuclear and ballistic missile programs is drawing "ever closer." (Yonhap) 

●​ US National Intelligence Director Dan Coats told the Senate Intelligence Committee Tues. 
during its annual worldwide threats hearing that NK's weapons of mass destruction will pose 
a significant danger to the US and its allies in the near future. (VOA) 

●​ The US is willing to engage NK to make clear the regime must give up its nuclear weapons, a 
White House National Security Council spokesperson said Tues. (Yonhap) 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Emma Stubblefield, HRNK Research Intern 
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Kim Yo Jong is a Twisted Sister; The Pyeongchang Olympics is 
N.K.'s Winter Offensive; Pence: Any U.S. talks with N.K. would 

press denuclearization demand 
 
Top News:  
Kim Yo Jong is a Twisted Sister (WSJ, 02/13/2018) 
The Pyeongchang Olympics is North Korea's Winter Offensive (The National Interest, 02/13/2018) 
Some suggested reading following North Korea's 'PR triumph' at the Olympics (Washington Post, 
02/14/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
(LEAD) N. Korean taekwondo team returns home after four-show tour in S. Korea (Yonhap, 
02/15/2018) 
FinCEN designates Latvian Bank for North Korea links (nkeconwatch, 02/14/2018) 
Ideological lectures say nuclear power brought together two Koreas at Olympics (DailyNK, 
02/15/2018) 
KPA Promotions Order Issued for the Day of the Shining Star (nkleadershipwatch, 02/15/2018) 
N.K. leader fears U.S. preventative strike: defector (Yonhap, 02/15/2018) 
North Korea cheerleader: 'We were on the frontline' (BBC, 02/15/2018) 
North Korean ship spotted likely violating sanctions a third time (CNN, 02/14/2018) 
TV footage suggests possible comeback of senior N. Korean official (Yonhap, 02/15/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​  
(LEAD) Over 60 pct of S. Koreans support proposed inter-Korean summit: poll (Yonhap, 02/15/2018) 
(LEAD) Moon calls for international support for N. Korea-U.S. dialogue (Yonhap, 02/15/2018) 
Government approves $2.6 million spending for North Koreans' stay (Korea Times, 02/14/2018) 
North Korean pair charm the South in Games adventure (Reuters, 02/15/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship:  
'Denuclearization' should be top of agenda (Korea Times, 02/14/2018) 
North Korean Cheerleaders Appear at South Korean Men's Game (NYT, 02/15/2018) 
 
International: 
(LEAD) U.S. commander: N.K. seeks reunification under communist system (Yonhap, 02/15/2018) 
Admiral says North Korea aiming to reunify Korean Peninsula (Washington Post, 02/14/2018) 
Any U.S. talks with North Korea would press denuclearization demand: Pence (Reuters, 02/14/2018) 
At Olympics, North Korean Atrocities Overlooked by South, Overplayed by US (VOA, 02/15/2018) 
Japan's Abe, Trump Agree to Keep Up Pressure on North Korea (NYT, 02/15/2018) 
Mike Pence says he 'ignored' Kim Jong-un's sister at Olympics to send a message (Telegraph, 
02/14/2018) 
North Korean threat could require new missile defenses for western U.S. (Washington Post, 
02/14/2018) 
Pence draws line between talks, negotiations with N. Korea (Yonhap, 02/15/2018) 
Trump Administration Denies Plan for Strike on North Korea (NYT, 02/15/2018) 
US may talk with N. Korea (Korea Times, 02/14/2018) 
US Vice President Mike Pence says he ignored Kim Jong Un's sister (CNN, 02/14/2018) 
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VOA Interview: UN Chief Antonio Guterres (VOA, 02/14/2018) 
 
​Top News: 

●​ HRNK's latest publication From Cradle to Grave: The Path of North Korean Innocents stated 
that N.K.'s Propaganda and Agitation Department, where KJU's sister has served as a deputy 
director, plays a key role in justifying Kim family rule through propaganda and controlling 
the public at all levels. (Claudia Rosett, WSJ) 

●​ HRNK Board Member Nicholas Eberstadt argues that N.K. sent a high-level delegation to S.K. 
with a purpose to entice S.K. to break ranks on sanctions, weaken the U.S.-ROK alliance, and 
earn the “breathing space” it needs to complete its nuke-missile quest. (Nicholas Eberstadt, 
The National Interest)  

●​ HRNK Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu commented on a N.K. defector Shin Dong-hyuk's 
admission of altering some parts of his escaping story that what truly matters is that he is a 
political prison camp survivor, regardless of the details of his story. (Sonny Bunch, 
Washington Post)  

 
In North Korea:​ 

●​ More than two dozen N.K. taekwondo performers returned home Thursday following a rare 
show tour in S.K. organized to mark the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) 
issued a finding and notice of ABLV Bank's illegal dealing with N.K. (nkeconwatch)  

●​ The N.K. regime has recently ordered ideological training for its citizens emphasizing that 
the unified Korean team is a result of N.K.’s nuclear capabilities. Sources inside the country 
say that the training sessions are already underway. (Seol Song Ah, DailyNK) 

●​ KJU issued a military promotions order for the occasion of the birthday of his father, late 
DPRK leader Kim Jong Il on February 13. (nkleadershipwatch)  

●​ KJU has been reaching out to S.K. out of fear the U.S. will launch a preventative strike on his 
country, a N.K. defector who worked for the regime said Wednesday. (Yonhap) 

●​ Former N.K. cheerleader Han Seo-hee, who defected to S.K. several years ago, describes 
what it was like being in the "army of beauties". (BBC) 

●​ A N.K. tanker has likely violated UN sanctions for the third time in recent months, according 
to authorities in Japan. (Joshua Berlinger and Yoko Wakatsuki, CNN) 

●​ A former N.K. top military officer, who appears to be Hwang Pyong-so, was seen standing 
and clapping along with key officials at the ceremony in Pyongyang, a possible sign that he 
has made a political comeback. (Yonhap) 

 
In South Korea:​  

●​ Six out of ten South Koreans think the two Koreas should hold another round of bilateral 
summit talks amid an inter-Korean rapprochement driven by the Olympic Games currently 
under way in PyeongChang. (Yonhap) 

●​ Moon called for international support to possible talks between N.K. and the U.S. as he 
expressed hopes that inter-Korean dialogue forged by the Winter Olympics could help set 
the stage for talks between the two nations. (Yonhap) 
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●​ The S.K. government decided to use the Inter-Korean Cooperation Fund to cover the cost of 
the North Koreans' stay in the South during the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Choi 
Ha-young, Korea Times)  

●​ N.K. pair Ryom Tae Ok and Kim Ju Sik ended their Olympic adventure in S.K. on Thursday, 
winning over the home crowd’s hearts even if they fell well short of a medal. (Hyunjoo Jin, 
Gabrielle Tetrault-Farber, Reuters) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​  

●​ S.K. President Moon should make it clear that N.K. should place denuclearization on the 
agenda if it really wants an inter-Korean summit, according to a former high-ranking U.S. 
diplomat. (Kim Jae-kyoung, Korea Times) 

●​ N.K.'s cheerleading squad made an unexpected appearance at the S.K. men's hockey game 
against the Czech Republic, marking their first attendance at an Olympic event not featuring 
a N.K. athlete. (Reuters) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ A top U.S. military commander said Wednesday he believes KJU is intent on reunifying the 
Korean Peninsula under a single, communist system. (Yonhap) 

●​ KJU’s long-term goal is to reunify the divided Korean Peninsula under his totalitarian 
government, the senior U.S. Navy officer overseeing military operations in the Pacific told 
lawmakers Wednesday. (Richard Lardner, AP) 

●​ The U.S. is open to talks with N.K., but only to convey the U.S. stance that “the most 
tyrannical and oppressive regime on the planet” must give up its nuclear weapons, U.S. Vice 
President Mike Pence said. (Roberta Rampton, Reuters) 

●​ S.K.’s Olympic outreach to N.K. has raised concerns that Seoul is willing to overlook N.K. 
human rights abuses, while the U.S. focus on N.K. atrocities could mean to justify increased 
sanctions or even military action to end the N.K. nuclear threat. (VOA) 

●​ Abe and Trump agreed to keep up pressure on N.K. until Pyongyang abandons its nuclear 
and missile programs, Japan's foreign ministry said. (Reuters)  

●​ Mike Pence, the US vice president, said he deliberately "ignored" the sister of KJU at the 
Winter Olympics in S.K. and it would not have been proper for him to acknowledge her. (Nick 
Allen, Telegraph) 

●​ N.K.’s growing missile and nuclear capability may require new U.S. investments in missile 
defense for the western-most U.S., the top U.S. military official for the Pacific said. (Missy 
Ryan, Washington Post) 

●​ U.S. Vice President Mike Pence on Wednesday drew the line between talks and negotiations 
with N.K., saying President Trump "believes in" the former. (Yonhap) 

●​ The Trump administration doesn't have a "bloody nose" strategy focused on a military strike 
against N.K.'s nuclear program without provoking a full-scale war. (AP) 

●​ The U.S. appears to be cautiously considering dialogue with N.K. over denuclearization as 
Pyongyang has stepped up a peace offensive including a proposal for an inter-Korean 
summit. (Kim Jae-kyung, Kim Bo-eun, Korea Times) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence said he actively chose to ignore KJU's sister at the Opening 
Ceremony for the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Joshua Berlinger, CNN) 
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●​ UN Chief Antonia Guterres: "N.K. must understand that they have to accept 
denuclearization, but the others must understand that denuclearization needs to be 
accompanied by the security guarantees that allow for it to be acceptable for N.K." (Margaret 
Besheer, VOA)​ 
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Friday, February 16, 2018 
 

Kim Yo Jong does not accurately represent North Korea. Here is 
the reality; KJU visits mausoleum of late leader to mark birthday; 

NK says US to pay dear price for raising human rights issue 
 
Top News: 
Kim Yo Jong does not accurately represent North Korea. Here is the reality. (Washington Post, 
02/16/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
(LEAD) Kim Jong-un visits mausoleum of late leader to mark birthday (Yonhap, 02/16/2018) 
[Photos] More North Korean overseas workers return home (Daily NK, 02/16/2018) 
Central Report Meeting Marking KJI’s Birthday (​NK Leadership Watch, 02/16/2018) 
Did Kim Jong Un’s ‘historic’ missile get a boost from old Soviet weapons? (Washington Post, 
02/16/2018) 
Hwang Pyong So Back after Four Month Public Absence (NK Leadership Watch, 02/16/2018) 
Ideological lectures say nuclear power brought together two Koreas at Olympics (Daily NK, 
02/16/2018) 
KJU Visits Ku’msusan on the Day of the Shining Star (NK Leadership Watch, 02/16/2018) 
Most North Koreans Can’t Actually Watch the Olympic Games (​NY Times, 02/15/2018) 
North Korea's Kim Jong Un pays tribute on father's birth anniversary (UPI, 02/15/2018) 
TV footage suggests possible comeback of senior N. Korean official (Yonhap, 02/16/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​  
Majority of South Koreans back summit with North Korea (Korea Times, 02/15/2018) 
Moon's chief of staff takes center stage in inter-Korean detente (Reuters, 02/15/2018) 
Nearly 3,800 S. Koreans died of old age last year without reuniting with families in the North 
(Yonhap, 02/16/2018) 
Seoul footing record tab for North Korea at 2018 Olympics (Washington Post, 02/16/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship:  
(LEAD) N. Korean taekwondo team returns home after four-show tour in S. Korea (Yonhap, 
02/16/2018) 
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(LEAD) Unification minister presses N. Korea to hold reunion of separated families (Yonhap, 
02/16/2018) 
(Olympics) Korean Olympic athletes mark Lunar New Year with joint traditional ceremony (Yonhap, 
02/16/2018) 
Red Cross on Korean Peninsula could be preparing for reunions (UPI, 02/16/2018) 
The leaders of both Koreas feel like they won gold medals this week (Washington Post, 02/16/2018) 
Winter Olympics: North Korea cheerleaders support South's ice hockey team (BBC, 02/15/2018) 
With Koreas Olympic thaw, war-split families want reunions (Washington Post, 02/16/2018) 
 
International: 
(LEAD) U.S. will achieve N.K. denuclearization 'one way or another': top diplomat (Yonhap, 
02/16/2018) 
N. Korea says U.S. to pay dear price for raising human rights issue (Yonhap, 02/16/2018) 
No 'bloody nose' plan for North Korea: U.S. official, senators (Reuters, 02/15/2018) 
North Korea denounces ‘Trump group’ for bringing up Otto Warmbier during Olympics charm 
offensive (Washington Post, 02/16/2018) 
Report: Ship making illicit North Korea transfer is of Chinese origin (UPI, 02/16/2018) 
Seeing Bounty Abroad, Will North Koreans Change Their Homeland? (​NY Times, 02/16/2018) 
Sweet Distraction? North Korea’s feminine touch at Olympics (Washington Post, 02/16/2018) 
The Latest: Guterres urges peaceful solution on North Korea (Washington Post, 02/16/2018) 
U.S. planning radars in Hawaii to deter North Korea missile (UPI, 02/15/2018) 
U.S. says S. Korea followed proper procedure to pay N. Korea's Olympic bills (Yonhap, 02/16/2018) 
 
Top News:​ 

●​ Kim Yo Jong, a sister of KJU, is not the “N.Korean Ivanka.” She is the deputy director of the 
Propaganda and Agitation Department, a senior leader of the most brutal repressive 
totalitarian regime on the face of the Earth. She represents the brutality of the Kim regime, 
yet despite this cruel reality, media outlets could not help fawning over the N.Korean 
delegation. (Marc A. Thiessen, Washington Post) 

 
In North Korea:​ 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU visited the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun, a national mausoleum, as the 
country marks the birthday of Kim's father and former leader, NK's state-run news agency 
reported Fri. (Yonhap) 

●​ Ahead of the Lunar New Year holiday, Daily NK obtained photos of employees of a 
recently-closed N.Korean restaurant called Pyongyang Koryo Pavilion in the Chinese border 
city of Dandong returning home to NK. (Seol Song Ah, Daily NK) 

●​ A central report meeting commemorating the birth anniversary of the late DPRK leader Kim 
Jong Il, the Day of the Shining Star, was held on the afternoon of Feb. 15 (Thurs.) at 
Pyongyang Indoor Stadium in central Pyongyang. Similar report meetings were held in 
provincial capitals, cities, county seats and at large industrial factories throughout the 
country. (​NK Leadership Watch) 

●​ The powerful intercontinental missile tested by NK late last year is “highly likely” to have 
been built with foreign blueprints or parts, according to a new technical analysis that 
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describes multiple similarities between Pyongyang’s new missile and ones built by the Soviet 
Union decades ago. (Joby Warrick, Washington Post) 

●​ Hwang Pyong So has returned to an unknown position in the Workers’ Party of Korea 
Central Committee, as he was observed in the front row at a Feb. 15 central report meeting 
marking KJI’s birth anniversary and later joined other WPK Central Committee officials 
accompanying KJU on a midnight visit to Ku’msusan to pay their respects to Kim Jong Il. 
Hwang’s last public appearance was in mid-Oct. when he attended a central report meeting 
marking the foundation anniversary of the DPRK’s revolutionary high schools. (NK 
Leadership Watch) 

●​ The N.Korean regime has recently ordered ideological training for its citizens emphasizing 
that the unified Korean team is a result of NK’s nuclear capabilities. Sources inside the 
country say that the training sessions, led by the Organization and Guidance Department of 
the Korean Workers’ Party, are already underway. (Seol Song Ah, Daily NK) 

●​ KJU visited the Ku’msusan Memorial Palace of the Sun at midnight (NKST) on Feb. 16 (Fri.), 
the birth anniversary of his father, late DPRK leader Kim Jong Il. (NK Leadership Watch) 

●​ While NK technically has free access to Olympic broadcasts, its isolated people are unlikely 
to watch any broadcasts from Pyeongchang, said officials and N.Korean defectors in SK. 
(Choe Sang-Hun, NY Times) 

●​ NK's KJU made a public appearance on state television on Fri., to mark the birth anniversary 
of father Kim Jong Il, who passed away in Dec. 2011. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

●​ A man who appears to be a disgraced former N.Korean top military officer attended a party 
ceremony to commemorate the birthday of late leader Kim Jong-il, footage from NK's state 
broadcaster indicated Thurs. (Yonhap) 

 
In South Korea:​  

●​ Six in 10 S.Koreans favored holding an inter-Korean summit, a recent opinion poll showed. 
The survey of 500 people by pollster Realmeter for tbs radio Wed. showed 61.5 percent 
approved of the summit as a starting point for establishing peace on the Korean Peninsula. 
(Oh Young-jin, Korea Times) 

●​ The liberal S.Korean president is banking on Im Jong-Seok, his Chief of Staff, and a handful of 
other key players, to rebuild inter-Korean ties strained by nearly a decade of conservative 
rule in the South and the North’s accelerating nuclear and missile programs. (Hyonhee Shin, 
Reuters) 

●​ Nearly 3,800 S.Koreans died of old age last year without a chance to reunite with their 
separated families in NK, government data showed Fri. (Yonhap) 

●​ According to SK’s Unification Ministry, that’s the record amount the country has allotted to 
pay the bills of more than 400 N.Koreans, only 22 of whom were athletes, at the 
Pyeongchang Games. (Eric Talmadge, AP) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​  

●​ More than two dozen N.Korean taekwondo performers returned home Thurs. following a 
rare show tour in SK organized to mark the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, the authorities 
in Seoul said. (Yonhap) 
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●​ Unification Minister Cho Myoung-gyon on Fri. called on NK to accept SK's proposal to 
arrange a reunion event for families separated by the 1950-53 Korean War. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.Korean Olympic athletes took part in a joint ceremony on Fri. to mark the Lunar New Year, 
when Koreans pay respects to their ancestors and eat a family meal with traditional soup. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ The N.Korean and S.Korean Red Cross have been in regular contact since fall, and the 
organizations have been confirming the status of separated family members, according to 
Japanese news services. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

●​ The leaders of both Koreas have reason to celebrate as they mark the start of the Lunar New 
Year holiday. (Anna Fifield, Washington Post) 

●​ NK's cheerleading squad made an unexpected appearance at SK men's ice hockey game 
against the Czech Republic on Thurs. It was their first attendance at an Olympic event in 
Pyeongchang not featuring a N.Korean athlete. (BBC) 

●​ SK wants full-fledged, regular reunions, but NK has used the programs in the past as a way 
to win aid and concessions from SK. Experts say NK also worries expanded reunions would 
expose its citizens to influence from the more affluent South. (Hyung-jin Kim, AP) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ The US will achieve the denuclearization of NK "one way or another" even though it prefers a 
diplomatic solution, a top US diplomat said Thurs. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK has warned that the US will pay dearly for bringing up the topic of its human rights 
record, as it accused the US of kicking up a defamation campaign against Pyongyang by 
attributing the death of Otto Warmbier to NK. (Yonhap​) 

●​ The senior US diplomat for Asia, Susan Thornton, said on Thurs. she understood the Trump 
administration had no strategy for a so-called bloody nose strike on NK, but Pyongyang 
would be forced to give up its nuclear weapons “one way or another.” (David Brunnstrom, 
Reuters) 

●​ NK clearly did not appreciate Warmbier’s efforts, or the broader efforts by the Trump 
administration, to remind the world of its rampant human rights abuses just as it was trying 
to paper over them. The Trump administration was “kicking up a fuss” about NK and trying 
to “tarnish” its international image by talking about Otto Warmbier’s death, the unnamed 
official said in the statement, published by the NK's Korean Central News Agency Fri. (Anna 
Fifield, Washington Post) 

●​ A Chinese firm is the proprietor of the Belize-registered tanker seen transferring cargo to a 
N.Korean ship in the East China Sea on Tues., according to a recent press report. (Elizabeth 
Shim, UPI) 

●​ With 22 athletes and an entourage of around 500 cheerleaders, arts performers, journalists 
and security minders at the Winter Games, the N.Koreans have been subjected to endless 
scrutiny about what they are seeing here, and whether it is, well, blowing their minds. More 
broadly, analysts and officials wonder if engaging with the outside world could have a 
political effect back home. (Motoko Rich, NY Times) 

●​ To pour on the charm at the Pyeongchang Olympics, NK has turned to ball-gown clad 
singers, pompom-waving cheerleaders and two of its most influential women. And the 
media, the S.Korean public and the Olympic audience worldwide seem to be thoroughly 
enjoying the spectacle. (Eric Talmadge, Youkyung Lee, AP) 
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●​ U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres is urging policymakers “not to miss the 
opportunity of a peaceful resolution” to the standoff over NK’s nuclear program, saying a 
military solution would have “catastrophic consequences.” (Associated Press) 

●​ The US is to deploy radars in Hawaii by 2023 that could enhance efforts to deter NK missiles, 
a Japanese newspaper reported Thurs. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

●​ SK followed due process to pay for NK's participation in the PyeongChang Olympics despite 
sanctions against the regime, the US State Department said Thurs. (Yonhap) 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Jinny Ahn, HRNK Research Intern 

——————————————————— 

 

Saturday, February 17, 2018 
 

Moon says mood for inter-Korean summit not yet ripe; Lost in 
translation? GM plant shutdown shocks S.Korea; S.Korea joins 

US, Thailand in military landing drill 
 
In North Korea: 
N. Korean art troupe plays South Korean songs in Pyongyang: N. Korean media (Yonhap, 02/17/2018) 
N. Korea newspaper says Pyongyang 'not thirsty' for dialogue with U.S. (Yonhap, 02/17/2018) 
North Korean Holidays Drive Prices Up in Local Markets (RFA, 02/16/2018) 
North Korea’s largest overseas restaurant closed down (nkeconwatch, 02/16/2018) 
The Myth of North Korea, the USS Pueblo, and Nuclear War (38 North, 02/16/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​  
(LEAD) (Olympics) N. Korean cheerleaders visit exhibition, perform in PyeongChang(Yonhap, 
02/17/2018) 
INTERVIEW: Governor Choi explains how Olympic diplomacy works (Korea Times, 02/17/2018) 
Lost in translation? GM plant shutdown shocks South Korea (Reuters, 02/16/2018) 
South Korea joins US, Thailand in military landing drill (Washington Post, 02/17/2018) 
South Korea's Choi Min-Jeong wins women's 1,500m short track speed skating (UPI, 02/17/2018) 
South Korean Official Floats Idea of Co-Hosting Asian Games With North (NYT, 02/17/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship:  
(2nd LD) Moon says mood for inter-Korean summit not yet ripe (Yonhap, 02/17/2018) 
Moon won’t discuss possible summit with North Korea’s Kim (Washington Post, 02/17/2018) 
South Korean president says Olympics have lowered tensions with North (Washington Post, 
02/17/2018) 
South Korea's Moon puts brakes on hopes for quick talks with North (CNN, 02/17/2018) 
 
International: 
As US Signals Openness to Talks With North Korea, Uncertainties Loom (VOA, 02/17/2018) 
NATO Chief Warns of Growing Nuclear Threat From North Korea, Russia (VOA, 02/17/2018) 
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In North Korea:​ 

●​ A N.K. art troupe, which held rare concerts in S.K. last week in commemoration of the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics, performed in Pyongyang this week. (Yonhap) 

●​ N.K. media said it is "not thirsty" for talks with the U.S., vilifying Vice President Mike Pence 
who showed skepticism toward an inter-Korean thaw during his visit to the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics. (Yonhap) 

●​ The price of food products sold at local markets in N.K. has risen in recent weeks as rice, 
corn, and fruit are being requisitioned for gifts made to children and ruling party executives 
during state-ordered holiday celebrations. (RFA) 

●​ The largest of N.K.’s overseas restaurants has closed, and its workers have been returning 
home in stages since sanctions passed by the UNSC last September forbade joint ventures 
with N.K. (Benjamin Katzeff Silberstein, nkeconwatch) 

●​ While the notion that the Pueblo seizure almost sparked a nuclear war, a close look at the 
internal deliberations within the Johnson White House demonstrates quite clearly that the 
administration never seriously considered a nuclear response. (Mitchell Lerner, 38 North) 

 
In South Korea:​  

●​ N.K. cheerleaders toured an exhibition on a historic royal palace and staged a woodwind and 
brass band performance in PyeongChang. The cheer squad is currently staying in South 
Korea to support N.K. athletes. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.Korea's Gangwon Province Governor Choi Moon-soon eases worries about inter-Korean 
relations at the expense of South Korea's US, Japan ties. (Korea Times) 

●​ Following GM's shutdown of its Gunsan plant, the government seeks to prevent further job 
losses and provide support for the manufacturing sector. There is also a concerning voice 
that this could potentially have a negative impact on the US-ROK relationship. (Reuters)  

●​ Troops from S.K. joined their Thai and U.S counterparts on Saturday in an amphibious 
vehicle landing drill as part of Southeast Asia’s largest multinational military exercise. 
(Tassanee Vejpongsa, AP) 

●​ S.K.'s Choi Min-jeong claimed her first Olympic title Saturday in women's 1,500 meter short 
track speed skating at the Pyeongchang Games. (Yonhap) 

●​ A South Korean province is considering a proposal to co-host the 2021 Asian Winter Games 
with N.K. in a bid to strengthen inter-Korean ties. (Reuters) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​  

●​ President Moon said Saturday that it may be too early to discuss when or if he may hold a 
summit with KJU. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.K. President Moon avoided answering questions regarding a potential Inter-Korean 
summit, saying “let’s not get too far ahead.” (AP) 

●​ S.K. President Moon said that the Games have helped to lower tensions on the Korean 
Peninsula, and he expressed hope that the rapprochement would “lead to dialogue between 
the U.S. and N.K.” (Chico Harlan, Washington Post) 
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●​ S.K. President Moon said Saturday it was too early to talk about hosting a summit with KJU, 
hinting he would not rush the matter. (Taehoon Lee and Laura Smith-Spark, CNN)  

 
International:​​​  

●​ Despite recent inter-Korean engagement at the Winter Olympics that has created a thaw in 
diplomacy between the U.S. and N.K., the resumption of talks between the two sides remains 
elusive, former U.S. officials and analysts say. (Christy Lee, VOA)  

●​ The head of NATO has said the alliance is determined to avoid a new arms race with Russia, 
but he warned that Moscow is developing new nuclear weapons that pose a threat to the 
West. (Henry Ridgwell, VOA) 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by James Park, HRNK Research Intern 

——————————————————— 

 

Monday, February 19, 2018 
 

Despite the Olympic glow, half of Korea remains in darkness; 
N.K. warns against resumption of S.K.-U.S. drills; US Open to 

Discussing Talks With N.K. 
 
Top News: 
Despite the Olympic glow, half of Korea remains in darkness (ocregister, 02/18/2018) 
Realities of life in North Korea should be focus (abqjournal, 02/19/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
As Athletes Struggle, Kim Jong Un Dreams of Olympic Glory (NYT, 02/19/2018) 
DPRK Government Officials Visit Ku’msusan on DOTSS (nkleadershipwatch, 02/19/2018) 
Events Held for Day of the Shining Star (nkleadershipwatch, 02/19/2018) 
Former North Korean cheerleader describes orders to penetrate 'heart of the enemy' (Telegraph, 
02/19/2018) 
N. Korea offers condolences to Iranian leader over deadly plane crash (Yonhap, 02/19/2018) 
North Korean authorities use trolleys to recapture transport market share (DailyNK, 02/19/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​  
A sacrifice for Detroit (Joongang Ilbo, 02/19/2018) 
Blue House denies it had secret talks in Pyongyang (Joongang Ilbo, 02/19/2018) 
How a plot to kill Kim Il Sung ended in mutiny and murder (CNN, 02/19/2018) 
Inter-Korean ties still precarious ahead of military talks, N. Korea blames U.S. (UPI, 02/19/2018) 
Moon scrambles over GM plan (Joongang Ilbo, 02/19/2018) 
Seoul denies report on inter-Korean contacts in Pyongyang (Korea Times, 02/19/2018) 
South Korea army division to conduct exercises near DMZ (UPI, 02/19/2018) 

233 

https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBKBreRVAPsF5AvlzKWiuBxRCA0XkN8XC0Y=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jbm4uY29tLzIwMTgvMDIvMTcvYXNpYS9tb29uLWtvcmVhcy10YWxrcy1pbnRsL2luZGV4Lmh0bWw=/6gokkqS4Fer7CQvDASzxBA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-69
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBKBreRVAPsF5AvlzKWiuBxRCA0XkN8XC0Y=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm9hbmV3cy5jb20vYS91cy1zaWduYWxzLW9wZW5lc3MtdGFsa3Mtbm9ydGgta29yZWEtdW5jZXJ0YWludGllcy1sb29tLzQyNTg4MzMuaHRtbA==/wQtm_fm3f-8Ij066r66v0A==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-71
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBKBreRVAPsF5AvlzKWiuBxRCA0XkN8XC0Y=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm9hbmV3cy5jb20vYS9uYXRvLWNoaWVmLXdhcm5zLW51Y2xlYXItdGhyZWF0LW5vcnRoLWtvcmVhLXJ1c3NpYS0vNDI1ODc3MC5odG1s/SIW8Gp1Ly-8-QNtqfUVskQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-73
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub2NyZWdpc3Rlci5jb20vMjAxOC8wMi8xOC9kZXNwaXRlLXRoZS1vbHltcGljLWdsb3ctaGFsZi1vZi1rb3JlYS1yZW1haW5zLWluLWRhcmtuZXNzLw==/J64tS1jxKGTTMug0yTxsqg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-7
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWJxam91cm5hbC5jb20vMTEzNTQwMS9yZWFsaXRpZXMtb2YtbGlmZS1pbi1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYS1zaG91bGQtYmUtZm9jdXMuaHRtbA==/tQiTf7siVPqWaqxyhBiOCg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-9
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vYXBvbmxpbmUvMjAxOC8wMi8xOC9zcG9ydHMvb2x5bXBpY3MvYXAtb2x5LW5rb3JlYS1zcG9ydHMtcG93ZXItLmh0bWw=/lgiW6Q24lmxC51XCMKNovg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-11
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ua2xlYWRlcnNoaXB3YXRjaC5vcmcvMjAxOC8wMi8xOS9kcHJrLWdvdmVybm1lbnQtb2ZmaWNpYWxzLXZpc2l0LWt1bXN1c2FuLW9uLWRvdHNzLw==/gkNBUefhkGwG2mcttfuHLg==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-13
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ua2xlYWRlcnNoaXB3YXRjaC5vcmcvMjAxOC8wMi8xOS9ldmVudHMtaGVsZC1mb3ItZGF5LW9mLXRoZS1zaGluaW5nLXN0YXIv/p3J9NqN8i98ietxMHuQc2Q==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-15
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy50ZWxlZ3JhcGguY28udWsvbmV3cy8yMDE4LzAyLzE5L2Zvcm1lci1ub3J0aC1rb3JlYW4tY2hlZXJsZWFkZXItZGVzY3JpYmVzLW9yZGVycy1wZW5ldHJhdGUtaGVhcnQv/NE818WsE3oOd3ljoGeVwCQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-17
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cDovL2VuZ2xpc2gueW9uaGFwbmV3cy5jby5rci9ub3J0aGtvcmVhLzIwMTgvMDIvMTkvMDQwMTAwMDAwMEFFTjIwMTgwMjE5MDExMjAwMzIwLmh0bWw=/YGumXH-TN9wPQTXSBVz3YQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-19
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5kYWlseW5rLmNvbS9lbmdsaXNoL3JlYWQucGhwP251bT0xNTAxNyZjYXRhSWQ9bmswMTUwMA==/vQIwHBvapLbXorx40F9JGQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-21
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDcxNA==/-1fFcwgFhQsNE1U1HapS6g==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-23
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDY5Nw==/l7DZHboZYm_YW9B77m9hkQ==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-25
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jbm4uY29tLzIwMTgvMDIvMTgvYXNpYS9zb3V0aC1rb3JlYS1mYWlsZWQtYXNzYXNzaW5hdGlvbi1zcXVhZC11bml0LTY4NC1pbnRsL2luZGV4Lmh0bWw=/PB24BkJtu7O21S8f_u1wyw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-27
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudXBpLmNvbS9Ub3BfTmV3cy9Xb3JsZC1OZXdzLzIwMTgvMDIvMTkvSW50ZXItS29yZWFuLXRpZXMtc3RpbGwtcHJlY2FyaW91cy1haGVhZC1vZi1taWxpdGFyeS10YWxrcy1OLUtvcmVhLWJsYW1lcy1VUy81MzAxNTE5MDI5MzUwLw==/6Aaymv-VXlgzancqI9zjsw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-29
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cDovL2tvcmVham9vbmdhbmdkYWlseS5qb2lucy5jb20vbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlL2FydGljbGUuYXNweD9haWQ9MzA0NDY5NQ==/Dm4z_pwuviVw4e2LVEo0Fw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-31
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5rb3JlYXRpbWVzLmNvLmtyL3d3dy9uYXRpb24vMjAxOC8wMi8xMDNfMjQ0MzkxLmh0bWw=/L3mYgoDlFx794md_y1c9xA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-33
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aB6kB2JgEjBI1EeRVAPsF5OS3MJQP7JAcEHfr8P-AM1Q=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudXBpLmNvbS9Ub3BfTmV3cy9Xb3JsZC1OZXdzLzIwMTgvMDIvMTkvU291dGgtS29yZWEtYXJteS1kaXZpc2lvbi10by1jb25kdWN0LWV4ZXJjaXNlcy1uZWFyLURNWi8yNzUxNTE5MDMzNzMyLw==/6a5Y9J-JQQ8LJju67OKUsw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)[%5Cs]*[%27%22](?%3Curl%3E[%5E%7B%27%22].+?)[%27%22])&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-35


 

South Korea's Moon bemoans GM plant closure move, calls on government to help workers (Reuters, 
02/19/2018) 
S. Korea, five central American countries to discuss cooperation (Yonhap, 02/19/2018) 
S. Korea's top diplomat calls for Sweden's cooperation in resolving N.K. nuke issue (Yonhap, 
02/19/2018) 
S. Korean president calls for urgent measures to respond to GM factory closure (UPI, 02/19/2018) 
​ 
Inter-Korean Relationship:  
Head in the sand (Joongang Ilbo, 02/19/2018) 
Ice Hockey: Unified Korean Team Could Be Beijing-Bound (NYT, 02/19/2018) 
Latvia's banking sector rocked by U.S. probe, central bank chief's detention (Reuters, 02/19/2018) 
N.K. warns against resumption of S. Korea-U.S. drills (Yonhap, 02/19/2018) 
The EU and the ‘Peace Olympics’ (Joongang Ilbo, 02/19/2018) 
 
International: 
150 North Koreans in Canada face deportation (Korea Times, 02/19/2018) 
'Bad guy' Russia emerges as central player in Western diplomacy (Reuters, 02/18/2018) 
Clash with North will be ‘biblical’: Risch (Joongang Ilbo, 02/19/2018) 
ECB stops all ABLV Bank payments amid U.S. corruption probe (Reuters, 02/19/2018) 
Freeing 3 detainees could lead to U.S.-North Korea talks (Joongang Ilbo, 02/19/2018) 
Tillerson says he is listening for N.K. to tell him if it is ready to talk (Yonhap, 02/19/2018) 
Top U.S. officials tell the world to ignore Trump’s tweets (Washington Post, 02/18/2018) 
US Open to Discussing Talks With North Korea (VOA, 02/19/2018) 
Why Alleged North Korean Links Froze a Baltic Bank: QuickTake (Washington Post, 02/19/2018) 
 
​Top News: 

●​ N.K.’s system of “re-education” camps, recently mapped by satellite by HRNK, is the most 
extensive in the world. Under three generations of Kims, hundreds of thousands, if not 
millions, have been imprisoned and killed in these camps. (Marc Thiessen, ocregister)  

●​ N.K.’s "re-education” camps, where not just the offender, but three generations of his or her 
relatives would be sent, are mapped in The Parallel Gulag: North Korea's "An-Jeon-Bu" Prison 
Camps, one of HRNK's recent publications. (Marc Thiessen, abqjournal)   

 
In North Korea:​ 

●​ KJU wants to turn his country into an international sports power. He is pouring resources 
into training and infrastructure. N.K. athletes are getting more recognition than ever and the 
country now even has an all-sports TV channel. (AP) 

●​ Senior DPRK Government officials visited Ku’msusan Palace of the Sun to mark the birth 
anniversary of late leader Kim Jong Il. Their visit began a series of similar visits by Korean 
People’s Army service members and other DPRK citizens. (nkleadershipwatch)  

●​ A variety of meetings and cultural events were held to mark the birth anniversary of the late 
DPRK leader Kim Jong Il, the Day of the Shining Star. (nkleadershipwatch) 

●​ Revelations by Han Seo-hee, a defector living in S.K., that she was psychologically trained to 
promote N.K.'s 'Juche' ideology will fuel criticisms that the cheering squad has been deployed 
by Pyongyang as a tool for political manipulation. (Nicola Smith, Telegraph) 
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●​ N.K.'s ceremonial head of state has expressed deep condolences to Iranian president Hassan 
Rouhani over a deadly plane crash in Iran. (Yonhap) 

●​ The number of trolley cars and their hours of operation have expanded in N.K.. While it 
represents an improvement for N.K.’s public transport, some residents are seeing it as a way 
for the authorities to make more money from the people. (Seol Song Ah, DailyNK)  

 
In South Korea:​  

●​ Trump is planning to make GM dump Gunsan and give the jobs to Detroit. In addition, the 
U.S. has announced measures to block Korean steel imports, Moon must get his priorities 
straight and pay more attention to solving economic problems. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ The Blue House issued an unusually lengthy and emotional denial on Monday against a 
Japanese newspaper’s report that the South had two secret contacts with the North in 
Pyongyang at the end of last year. (Ser Myo-ja, Joongang Ilbo)  

●​ S.K.'s "Unit 684," created in 1968 as a team of would-be assassins, ended in disaster. This 
story resonates today as S.K. embarks on the creation of a new decapitation unit, which 
could be a much-needed defense against N.K. (Ivan Watson and Jake Kwon, CNN) 

●​ N.K. says U.S. is to blame if anything dampens the mood for improving inter-Korean 
relations, while observers voice concern that cross-border military talks may generate 
sparks. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ President Moon urged government departments including the Finance Ministry and Industry 
and Energy Ministry to come up with measures to help the economy of Gunsan, when GM 
Korea closes a factory there. (Jin Eun-soo, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Cheong Wa Dae has denied a Japanese media report that S.K. intelligence officials visited 
Pyongyang at least twice at the end of last year to discuss N.K.'s participation in the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympic Games. (Kim Rahn, Korea Times) 

●​ S.K.'s military is planning to conduct tactical training drills near the DMZ, in border towns of 
Paju, Yangju, and Yeoncheon, on Tuesday and Wednesday. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

●​ S.K. President Moon said on Monday that GM's decision to shut down a factory south of 
Seoul will hurt that region, and called upon his administration to take measures to boost 
economic activity there. (Christine Kim, Reuters) 

●​ S.K. Vice Foreign Minister Cho Hyun will have a lunch meeting this week with top trade 
negotiators from five central American countries when they visit Seoul to sign a free trade 
agreement. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.K.'s top diplomat called on Sweden for joint efforts to resolve N.K.'s nuclear issue, as she 
held talks with her Swedish counterpart on Monday. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.K. President Moon has urged the government to actively respond to General Motors' 
decision to close down a plant in a southern city, which will impact thousands of local jobs. 
(Jennie Oh, UPI) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​  

●​ S.K.'s absence at the 2018 Munich Security Conference shows the government is burying its 
head in the sand. As the US is reacting to the nuclear threat more sensitively than ever, S.K. 
must focus on denuclearization along with the global community. (Joongang Ilbo) 
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●​ The prospect of seeing a unified Korean women's ice hockey team return to action at the 
2022 Olympics would be welcomed by International Ice Hockey Federation, who believe it 
would keep alive the message of peace and hope. (Reuters) 

●​ Latvia’s third-biggest bank sought emergency financial support on Monday after U.S. officials 
accused it of helping breach N.K. sanctions, hours after the central bank governor was 
arrested over separate bribery allegations. (Gederts Gelzis, Reuters) 

●​ N.K. warned the U.S. on Monday against resuming joint military drills with Seoul, which have 
been postponed until after the PyeongChang Winter Games. (Yonhap) 

●​ The EU sees this year's Olympics as a promotion of peace and universal values, such as 
non-discrimination, solidarity, gender equality and cultural diversity, through sport, a path 
S.K. has chosen as its engagement strategy with N.K. (Michael Reiterer, Joongang Ilbo)  

 
International:​​​  

●​ About 150 N.K. defectors in Canada are under imminent threat of deportation due to false 
statements in their asylum application forms, Al Jazeera reported Monday. (Jung Min-ho, 
Korea Times) 

●​ Despite the transatlantic show of anger at Russia during the Munich Security Conference, 
Western officials and diplomats also acknowledged an uncomfortable truth: that Russia is 
critical to resolving many of the world’s worst conflicts. (Reuters) 

●​ Rather than a “bloody nose” preventive military strike on N.K., any conflict between the U.S. 
and N.K. will be of “biblical proportions,” a U.S. senator warned at an annual international 
security conference in Munich. (Sarah Kim, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ The European Central Bank stopped all payments by Latvian lender ABLV Bank on Monday as 
its liquidity position has deteriorated after accusations by U.S. authorities of breaching 
sanctions against N.K. (Reuters) 

●​ N.K.’s release of three Americans it has detained could play a crucial role in facilitating talks 
between Washington and Pyongyang. (Kang Tae-hwa, Ser Myo-ja, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has reiterated the U.S.' willingness to engage N.K. 
diplomatically, saying he is listening for Pyongyang to tell him if it is ready to talk. (Yonhap) 

●​ Amid global anxiety about Trump’s approach to world affairs, U.S. officials had a message for 
a gathering of Europe’s foreign policy elite this weekend: Pay no attention to the man 
tweeting behind the curtain. (Michael Birnbaum and Griff Witte, Washington Post) 

●​ The U.S. is indicating a new willingness to talk with N.K., but it is still difficult to see a 
peaceful resolution to the nuclear crisis on the Korean peninsula in the near future. (Brian 
Padden, VOA) 

●​ ABLV has been plunged into crisis after the U.S. accused it of money laundering for N.K., 
leading the ECB urged Latvia to freeze payments by ABLV after some of the bank’s clients 
fled. How has such incident happened? (Nicholas Comfort and John Glover, Bloomberg) ​ 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by James Park, HRNK Research Intern 
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U.S. is ‘listening’ for signs North is ready to talk: Tillerson; Joint 

Korean hockey team still 'hungry for win' after another 
hard-fought loss 

 
In North Korea: 
(LEAD) (Olympics) N. Korean skiers thank cheerleaders, look forward to next Olympics (Yonhap, 
02/18/2018) 
Hwang Pyong-so comes back from being purged (Joongang Ilbo, 02/18/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​  
Ruling party chief urges N. Korea to show will to denuclearize (Yonhap, 02/18/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship:  
(LEAD) (Olympics) N. Korean IOC member leaves PyeongChang for health reasons (Yonhap, 
02/18/2018) 
North Korea likely to seek weakening of global sanctions amid fuel crisis (UPI, 02/18/2018) 
N. Korean defector arrested for sending rice to Pyongyang (Yonhap, 02/18/2018) 
(Olympics) 3 N. Koreans dress for joint hockey team's classification match (Yonhap, 02/18/2018) 
(Olympics) Joint Korean hockey team still 'hungry for win' after another hard-fought loss: coach 
(Yonhap, 02/18/2018) 
Seoul said to have softened anti-North loudspeaker broadcasts during Olympics (Yonhap, 
02/18/2018) 
South Korean filmmaker hopeful Olympics will improve ties with North (Reuters, 02/17/2018) 
Swiss women beats Korea, Japan wins 1st OT game of Olympics (Washington Post, 02/17/2018) 
The frame of Kim’s masks (Joongang Ilbo, 02/18/2018) 
 
International: 
Anticipation for inter-Korean talks, U.S.-North Korea dialogue builds (UPI, 02/18/2018) 
Maximum pressure means peace (Joongang Ilbo, 02/18/2018) 
Moon urges U.S., North to talk (Joongang Ilbo, 02/18/2018) 
U.S. commander '100 pct' confident in defeating N.K. missile threat: report (Yonhap, 02/18/2018) 
U.S. is ‘listening’ for signs North is ready to talk: Tillerson (Yonhap, 02/18/2018) 
US Warns of ‘Critical Time for Humanity’ at Tense Security Conference (VOA, 02/18/2018) 
 
In North Korea:​ 

●​ Two N. Korean alpine skiers who competed in the men's giant slalom at the Olympics said 
Sun. they received a big boost from their compatriots' avid support. (Joo Kyung-don, Yonhap) 

●​ Hwang Pyong-so, former director of the N. Korean Army’s General Political Bureau, whom 
SK’s spy agency believed was fired from his post for “impure attitudes” toward leader KJU, 
reemerged in NK media last week attending state events with other officials, fanning 
speculation he is back in the power circle, though with a lower rank. (Jeong Yong-soo, Lee 
Sung-eun, Joongang Ilbo)  
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In South Korea:​  

●​ The chief of SK's ruling Democratic Party has said that inter-Korean relations will improve 
on the premise that NK ceases its provocations and shows its will to denuclearize, her office 
said Sun. (Yonhap) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​  

●​ Chang Ung, the lone N. Korean member of the International Olympics Committee (IOC), 
returned home Sun. a week before the closing of the ongoing Winter Olympics due to health 
reasons. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK will aim to cushion the impact of global sanctions by strengthening ties with SK, a NK 
expert told News 1 on Sun. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ A N. Korean defector has been arrested and indicted on charges of supporting the North and 
preparing to defect back to Pyongyang in violation of the National Security Law. (Yonhap) 

●​ Three N. Koreans, including one new face, will dress for the joint Korean female hockey 
team's first classification match against Switzerland at the Winter Olympics on Sunday. (Yoo 
Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ The unified Korean women's hockey team had another hard-fought loss in the Olympic 
tournament Sun., falling to Switzerland 2-0 in the first classification match. (Yoo Jee-ho, 
Yonhap) 

●​ SK appears to be toning down its loudspeaker-based propaganda broadcasts against NK in 
light of cross-border relations improved on the occasion of the Olympics, informed 
lawmakers and officials said Sun. (Yonhap) 

●​ S. Korean filmmaker Kim Ki-duk said on Sat. he hoped for an improvement in relations 
between NK and SK given both countries were taking part in the Olympics on the southern 
part of the peninsula. (Reuters) 

●​ Switzerland was better in its 2-0 win against Korea on Sunday, but the gap was nowhere 
near as wide as it was the first time the teams met at the Pyeongchang Games — an 8-0 rout 
in an Olympic opener that had everyone’s attention one day after the opening ceremony. 
(Teresa M. Walker, AP) 

●​ The "Kim Il-sung" masks that the N. Korean cheerleaders were wearing is a frame that offers 
insights into how many S. Korean young people view NK. (Ko Jung-ae, Joongang Ilbo)  

 
International:​​​  

●​ Inter-Korean relations will improve on the condition that NK halts its nuclear and missile 
provocations and shows intentions of denuclearizing, according to Choo Mi-ae, Chairwoman 
of SK's ruling Democratic Party on Sun. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ SK cannot live with a nuclear presence in the North. Peace will come when you are resolved 
for war. Maximum pressure on NK means peace. (Kang Won-sik, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ President Moon said Sat. it is premature to talk about an inter-Korean summit, making clear 
that Washington and Pyongyang have to get closer to talking before that can take place. (Ser 
Myo-ja, Wi Moon-hee, Joongang Ilbo) 
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●​ Gen. Lori J. Robinson, the commander of the US Northern Command has said that she is "100 
percent confident" in defending the US against a N. Korean missile attack, a media outlet 
reported Sunday. (Yonhap) 

●​ US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said he was “listening” for cues from NK that it was ready 
to engage in direct talks with the US, adding no incentives will be used to bring the regime 
back to the discussion table. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ NK’s nuclear weapons program has featured throughout the Munich Security Conference. In 
a thinly veiled warning to China, the United States’ National Security Adviser H.R. McMaster 
called on those countries that continue to offer an economic lifeline to Pyongyang to respect 
global sanctions. (Henry Ridgwell, VOA) 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Emma Stubblefield, HRNK Research Intern 

——————————————————— 

 

Tuesday, February 20, 2018 
 

One Kim to rule them all; South Korea to announce joint military 
drill plan with U.S. before April;(LEAD) N.K. IOC member says 

'possible' to co-host Asian Winter Games with S. Korea 
 
Top News: 
One Kim to rule them all (AEI, 02/18/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
Calls mounting to focus on North Korea's crimes against humanity amidst charm offensive(Daily NK, 
02/20/2018) 
Here's a new North Korean hacking threat to worry about (CNN, 02/20/2018) 
Holiday cheer in low supply despite North Korean double holiday (Daily NK, 02/20/2018) 
Kim Jong Un's sports focus scores points for regime at home and abroad (Daily NK, 02/20/2018) 
North Korea poised to launch large-scale cyberattacks, says new report (Washington Post, 
02/20/2018) 
North Korean journalists to join world sports press (Korea Times, 02/20/2018) 
Progress at North Korea’s Experimental Light Water Reactor at Yongbyon (38 North, 02/19/2018) 
Power and water supply in North Korea worsens in winter (NK Econ Watch, 02/19/2018) 
Speculation grows over N.K. leader's sister's pregnancy (Yonhap, 02/20/2018) 
Study reveals North Korean cyber-espionage has reached new heights (Guardian, 02/20/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​  
FM Kang mulls attending UN human rights meeting (Yonhap, 02/20/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship:  
(LEAD) N.K. IOC member says 'possible' to co-host Asian Winter Games with S. Korea(Yonhap, 
02/20/2018) 
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(LEAD) (Olympics) Hockey players from two Koreas burst into tears after final match (Yonhap, 
02/20/2018) 
(LEAD) (Olympics) Joint Korean women's hockey team loses final match to Sweden (Yonhap, 
02/20/2018) 
Have the Winter Olympics repaired North-South Korea relations? (BBC, 02/20/2018) 
Joint Koreas hockey team ends historic Olympic run (Washington Post, 02/20/2018) 
(Olympics) Even with losses piling up, unified Korean hockey team hailed as symbol of peace 
(Yonhap, 02/20/2018) 
(Olympics) Joint Korean hockey team coach 'proud' of players for making it all work (Yonhap, 
02/20/2018) 
(Olympics) N.K. athletes, cheerleaders to return home after Olympics closing ceremony(Yonhap, 
02/20/2018) 
Unified Korean Hockey Team Finishes Winless. So Why All the Cheering? (NYT, 02/20/2018) 
 
International: 
(LEAD) Leaders of S. Korea, Slovenia agree to boost bilateral cooperation (Yonhap, 02/20/2018) 
Defense minister promises joint drills but gives no dates (Joongang Ilbo, 02/20/2018) 
Former US military commander warns against 'bloody nose' strike on North Korea 
(Guardian,02/20/2018) 
Latvian central bank chief says victim of smear campaign after detention (Reuters, 02/20/2018) 
Lessons from Helmut Kohl (Joongang Ilbo, 02/20/2018) 
MP accuses British overseas territories of undermining US North Korea sanctions (Guardian, 
02/20/2018) 
S. Korea Opposes US Tariff Hikes, But Military Alliance Remains United (VOA, 02/20/2018) 
S. Korea, U.S. to announce timing of joint military exercises by end of March: defense minister 
(Yonhap, 02/20/2018) 
(2nd LD) S. Korean military to press ahead with joint drills with U.S. this year (Yonhap, 02/20/2018) 
Scale down the drills (Joongang Ilbo, 02/20/2018) 
Seoul preps for Ivanka’s trip to Games this week (Joongang Ilbo, 02/20/2018) 
South Korea to announce joint military drill plan with U.S. before April (Reuters, 02/20/2018) 
The world has a right to know about Trump's war powers (CNN, 02/20/2018) 
Time for dialogue (Joongang Ilbo, 02/20/2018) 
U.S. could ask to use troop upkeep fund to pay for maintaining THAAD unit (Yonhap, 02/20/2018) 
U.S.-N. Korea talks can be part of discussion during Ivanka's visit to S. Korea: ministry (Yonhap, 
02/20/2018) 
US preparing 'bloody nose' cyber attacks on North Korea (Telegraph 02/20/2018) 
 
Top News: 

●​ We underestimate the North Korean regime at our peril. The DPRK is very difficult for us to 
understand, not least because three generations of dictators have so very successfully 
managed to close the country off from the world. But catastrophic events quite possibly 
await us if we do not make the effort. (Nicholas Eberstadt, AEI) 

 
In North Korea: 
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●​ Leaders from the human rights community in Seoul have been calling attention to continued 
human rights violations being committed by the Kim regime, pushing back against NK's 
latest "peace offensive" surrounding the Olympics and the S. Korean government's warming 
attitude towards NK. (Jang Seul-gi, Daily NK) 

●​ Another group of N. Korean hackers is now targeting major international companies, 
according to a new report. The group, dubbed Reaper, stepped up its efforts to spy on big S. 
Korean conglomerates last year, cybersecurity research firm FireEye said in a report 
published Tues. (Sherisse Pham, CNN) 

●​ Despite both the Lunar New Year and Kim Jong Il’s birthday falling on the same day this year, 
celebrations are more difficult due to international sanctions targeting the country and 
increased propaganda. (Kang Mi-jin, Daily NK)  

●​ Although NK's economy is reeling under targeted international sanctions, KJU continues to 
pour resources into the training of the nation’s athletes and the development of facilities, 
creating domestic and international benefits. (Ha Yoon-ah, Daily NK) 

●​ NK is quietly expanding both the scope and sophistication of its cyberweaponry, laying the 
groundwork for more devastating attacks. (Anna Fifield, Washington Post)  

●​ NK's sports journalists, having come to SK to monitor the PyeongChang Winter Olympic 
Games, will soon join the world's sports press group.(Ko Dong-hwan, Korea Times) 

●​ Commercial satellite imagery from 2017 through February 11, 2018 indicates steady progress 
has been made towards the operationalization of the Experimental Light Water Reactor 
(ELWR) at NK’s Yongbyon Nuclear Scientific Research Center. (Frank V. Pabian, Joseph S. 
Bermudez Jr., Jack Liu, 38 North)  

●​ Reportedly, NK's electricity and water supply have sharply deteriorated since mid-January 
this year. (NK Econ Watch) 

●​ SK's unification ministry said Tues. that it has no information about speculation that N. 
Korean leader KJU's younger sister is pregnant with her second child.(Yonhap) 

●​ An increasingly sophisticated N. Korean cyber-espionage unit is using its skills to widen 
spying operations to aerospace and defence industries, a new study has revealed. (David 
Taylor, Guardian)​ 

 
In South Korea: 

●​ S. Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kung-wha is considering attending a meeting of the UN 
Human Rights Council to be held this month, her spokesman said Tues. (Yonhap)​  

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​  

●​ Chang Ung, the N. Korean member of the International Olympic Committee (IOC), said Tues. 
that it is "possible" for the two Koreas to jointly hold the 2021 Asian Winter Games. (Yonhap) 

●​ The joint women's ice hockey team of the two Koreas completed its matches at the Olympics 
by losing against Sweden in the seventh-place classification event on Tues. with players 
bursting into tears as their farewell approached closer. (Kang Yoon-seung, Yonhap) 

●​ The joint Korean hockey team lost its final game at the Olympics on Tuesday, falling to 
Sweden 6-1 in the seventh place match. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap)  
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●​ A sporting event is unlikely to have much bearing on the deep political divides between NK 
and SK. Decades of talks have not yet brought reconciliation and the likelihood is that 
relations will return to form - tense, uncomfortable and worrisome, but also stable. (Prof 
Robert Kelly, BBC) 

●​ The Korean women’s hockey team, which included players from both North and South, 
ended its historic Olympic run on Tues. with a fifth straight loss but a host of unforgettable 
feel-good sparks. (Hyung-jin Kim, Kim Tong-hyung, AP)  

●​ The once-improbable Olympic journey has come to an end for the unified Korean women's 
hockey team, which, even with losses piling up, has been hailed in many corners as a symbol 
of peace. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ Politicians may have made the decision to combine women's ice hockey teams from the two 
Koreas, but it's the players that actually made it work on and off the ice, their head coach 
said Tues. (Yoo Jee-ho, Yonhap) 

●​ N. Korean athletes and cheerleaders will return home after the closing ceremony of the 
Olympics, a government official said Tues. (Yonhap) 

●​ The unified Korean women’s hockey team  skated onto the ice for the last time and losing, 
6-1 to Sweden and closing out its Olympic run without winning a single matchup. But for the 
hordes of cheering fans, the score was beside the point. (Mokoto Rich, NYT) 

 
International:​​​  

●​ Moon and Slovenian President Borut Pahor agreed Tues. to enhance their countries' bilateral 
cooperation in various areas, including global efforts to denuclearize NK. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK and US will jointly announce a new schedule for annual military exercises, which were 
postponed for the Olympics, soon after the Games end in March, said S. Korean Minister of 
National Defense Song Young-moo Tuesday. (Sarah Kim, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Retired Admiral Dennis Blair said Washington needed to be ready to respond militarily if NK 
attacked the US or its allies in the region, but not to strike pre-emptivley. (Daniel Hurst, 
Guardian) 

●​ Latvia’s central bank chief, who was held in custody over the weekend on suspicion that he 
solicited a bribe, said on Tues. he was the victim of a smear campaign because he has been 
leading a drive to stamp out corruption. (Gederts Gelzis, Reuters) 

●​ The success of inter-Korean meetings may not be feasible without the support and 
agreement of the US and Japan. (Lee Sang-ryeol, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ A prominent Labour MP has accused British overseas territories of undermining the security 
services by helping North Korea breach US sanctions. (David Pegg, Guardian) 

●​ A looming trade dispute could cause friction in the US-SK military alliance, but leaders in 
Washington and Seoul maintain their economic disagreements will not impact their 
continued security cooperation to deal with the N. Korean nuclear threat. (Brian Padden, 
VOA) 

●​ SK and the US will announce by the end of March when they will hold annual joint military 
exercises that have been postponed to avoid coinciding with the Olympics, Seoul's defense 
chief said Tues. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK's defense ministry affirmed Tues. that the country's troops will conduct combined 
command-post drills with the US this year despite Olympics-driven rapprochement with 
NK. (Yonhap) 
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●​ US and SK joint military exercises can take place without provoking Pyongyang. (Nam 
Jeong-ho, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Korea will receive another important guest later this week as part of Moon's Olympics 
diplomacy, with Ivanka Trump, the daughter of Donald Trump, scheduled to attend the 
closing ceremony of the international sports event. (Ser Myo-ja, Wi Moon-hee, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ SK and the US will announce plans before April for a postponed joint military drill, SK's 
defense minister said on Tues. (Christine Kim, Hyonhee Shin, Reuters) 

●​ Since 9/11, American presidents have been operating under the assumption that they could 
effectively take the nation to war with virtual impunity. Now, Trump has tried to enshrine 
this concept in a secret memo without any approval by Congress. There are concerns that 
this could turn into a "bloody nose" option against NK. (David A. Andelman, CNN) 

●​ NK is only inviting harsher sanctions and tougher lives with such a belligerent attitude. 
Instead of waging a war of nerves with the US, NK should stop circling the well and instead 
go to the right place to get hot water. (Joongang Ilbo)  

●​ The US could ask to pay for the cost of maintaining a THAAD missile defense battery in SK 
with money to be raised by the two countries for the upkeep of American troops stationed 
here, Seoul's defense minister said Tues. (Yonhap) 

●​ Diplomatic efforts to arrange rare talks between the US and NK could be part of the topics of 
discussion when Ivanka Trump visits SK and talks with officials this week, the foreign 
ministry hinted Tues. (Yonhap) 

●​ The US is drawing up plans for cyber attacks on NK in an effort to bring the regime of KJU to 
heel, according to intelligence sources, as NK says it is ready for "both dialogue and war" as 
the Winter Olympics draws to a close. (Julian Ryall, Danielle Demetriou, Telegraph) 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Emma Stubblefield, HRNK Research Intern 

——————————————————— 

 

Wednesday, February 21, 2018 
 

Exemption from forced labor offered as incentive to have more 
children; S. Korea sees inter-Korean talks as key to North's 

denuclearization; North Korea cancelled Mike Pence meeting last 
minute, White House says 

 
In North Korea: 

Exemption from forced labor offered as incentive to have more children (Daily NK, 02/21/2018) 
Kim Jong Un eyes harsh punishment for soldier accused of attacking high-level cadre (Daily NK, 
02/21/2018) 
N. Korea's hard currency reserves expected to dry up by October: lawmaker (Yonhap, 02/21/2018) 
North Korea steps up cyber powers with shadowy 'Reaper' hacker group (Telegraph, 02/20/2018) 
North Korea's state factories plagued by theft from workers, managers (Daily NK, 02/20/2018) 
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North Korean media slams Pence amid reports of canceled secret meeting (UPI, 02/21/2018) 
North Koreans appear more relaxed at Pyeongchang Olympics, but caveats remain (Daily NK, 
02/21/2018) 
North Korean leader's sister pregnant, reports say (Korea Times, 02/21/2018) 
PPJ Visits Ch’o’llima Iron Works (NK Leadership Watch, 02/21/2018) 
Report: North Korea mine struggling as sanctions squeeze regime (UPI, 02/21/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​  
North Korea's Kim Yo-jong baby rumours fascinate South (BBC, 02/21/2018) 
S. Korea spends 240 mil. won for high-level N.K. delegation (Yonhap, 02/21/2018) 
South Korean politicians bicker over 'pro-North Korea' policy, U.S. trade relations (UPI, 02/21/2018) 
South Korean presidential adviser: Many hurdles ahead to resolving North Korea issue (UPI, 
02/21/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship:  
(2nd LD) S. Korea sees inter-Korean talks as key to North's denuclearization (Yonhap, 02/21/2018) 
(LEAD) S. Korea to work actively to realize 'constructive' talks between U.S., N. Korea: official​ 
(Yonhap, 02/21/2018) 
NK remains silent over inter-Korean military talks (Korea Times, 02/20/2018) 
S. Korea can do more to address NK human rights, says NGO leader (Daily NK, 02/21/2018) 
The next ‘Korea problem’ may be about the growing identity divide on the peninsula (Washington 
Post, 02/21/2018) 
 
International: 
(Yonhap Interview) Slovenian president strongly supports S. Korea's push for dialogue with N.K. 
(Yonhap, 02/21/2018) 
After Kim Jong-un's sister, South Korea prepares for Ivanka Trump visit (Guardian, 02/21/2018) 
China's opportunism with North Korea (Korea Times, 02/20/2018) 
Getting closer (Joongang Daily, 02/22/2018) 
Japan Says China Illegally Transferred Cargo to North Korea (VOA, 02/21/2018) 
Japan sees transfer at sea that may violate NKorea sanctions (​Washington Post, 02/20/2018) 
North Korea cancelled Mike Pence meeting last minute, White House says (Guardian, 02/20/2018) 
North Korea canceled planned meeting with Pence (Reuters, 02/20/2018) 
North Korea canceled planned meeting with US Vice President, Mike Pence (Telegraph, 02/21/2018) 
North Korea Dropped Out of Meeting With Pence at Last Minute, U.S. Says (NY Times, 02/20/2018) 
North Korean journalists to join world sports press (Korea Times, 02/20/2018) 
Pence almost met Kim, says Post (Joongang Daily, 02/22/2018) 
Pence was set to meet with North Korean officials during the Olympics before last-minute 
cancellation (​Washington Post, 02/20/2018) 
Pentagon to release details on resumption of allied drills after Olympics (Yonhap, 02/21/2018) 
State Department says NKorea passed up meeting with Pence (​Washington Post, 02/21/2018) 
Trump Admin Says North Korea Scrapped Meeting with Pence (VOA, 02/21/2018) 
Trump's 'hard line' on North Korea is soft symbolism (Korea Times, 02/20/2018) 
U.S.-N. Korea talks can be part of discussion during Ivanka's visit to S. Korea: ministry (Yonhap, 
02/20/2018) 
US Vice President Mike Pence was set to meet with North Korean officials, but they canceled (CNN, 
02/21/2018) 
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In North Korea: 

●​ Like SK and Japan, NK is also grappling with a low birthrate problem, which the N.Korean 
government fears could lead to a weakening of the party and military. To address this 
problem, authorities have introduced new incentive measures for families to have more 
children in exchange for honorary titles, inclusion in special distribution lists, and 
exemptions from mass mobilizations and other mandatory collection assignments. (Kang Mi 
Jin, Daily NK) 

●​ Sources inside NK's capital city have revealed details of an incident involving an assault on a 
high-level cadre by a senior-ranked soldier belonging to KJU's Supreme Guard Command 
(SGC). It is expected that the military authorities will make an example out of the soldier to 
reign in military discipline more broadly. (Kim Chae Hwan, Daily NK) 

●​ NK's hard currency reserves are expected to dry up around Oct. if international sanctions on 
the communist nation hold, the chairman of the parliamentary intelligence committee said 
Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK is stepping up its cyber capabilities to target international aerospace and defence 
industries through a shadowy and sophisticated hackers group called Reaper, a new report 
revealed on Tues. (Nicola Smith, Telegraph)  

●​ Due to labor shortages, some N.Korean workers are being forced to do both the day and 
night shifts. However, N.Korean laborers being forced to work the double shifts aren’t even 
complaining. The extra shifts give them the chance to steal more raw materials from the 
factory, an opportunity they do not want to squander. (Unification Media Group, Daily NK) 

●​ N.Korean media Wed. criticized US Vice President Mike Pence's visit to South Korea for the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics amid reports that the North had canceled a meeting with 
him. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ Outside of NK's participation in various performances and Olympic competitions, the 
activities of the N.Korean athletes, cheer squad, arts troupe, and other participants have 
remained challenging for the media to cover. Despite this, some are pointing out that the 
facial expressions and actions of the N.Koreans at these Games appear to be more relaxed 
than during past trips abroad. (Jang Seul Gi, Daily NK) 

●​ The N.Korean leader's sister, Kim Yo-jong, 30, was rumored to be pregnant when she visited 
SK for the opening ceremony of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. The rumor was sparked 
by her enlarged stomach, seen in the silhouette of her winter coat. (Cho Se-yong, Park 
Si-soo, Korea Times) 

●​ DPRK Premier and State Affairs Commission Vice Chairman Pak Pong Ju  visited the 
Ch’o’llima Steel Complex near Namp’o, the Pot’onggang Organic Compound Fertilizer Factory 
and Pyongyang Automation Appliances Factory. (NK Leadership Watch) 

●​ N.Korean laborers at a large mine in northeastern NK have given up hope the regime will 
deliver on promises of trade revitalization owing to ongoing corruption and "smuggling" 
activities as UN Security Council sanctions resolutions have hit Musan mine, one of the 
largest iron ore reserves in the country, Daily NK reported Wed. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

In South Korea:​ 

●​ There has been no confirmation from SK of Kim Yo-jong's reported comments, which are 
attributed to unnamed government sources. But the intense speculation highlights the 
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fascination with NK's opaque power structures and whether or not Ms. Kim is indeed 
expecting shows just how little is known about NK's ruling dynasty. (Andreas Illmer, BBC) 

●​ SK has spent some 240 million won (US$223,048) for NK's high-level delegation during their 
recent three-day visit for the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, Seoul's unification ministry 
said Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ Rival party lawmakers in SK clashed sharply over the Moon administration's coordination of 
its NK policy and trade relations with the US, News 1 reported. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ ​A S.Korean presidential security adviser has cautioned there is a long road ahead to resolving 
the NK crisis, amid optimism that inter-Korean relations have improved, Maeil Business Daily 
reported. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​  

●​ SK's foreign ministry said Wed. that it sees inter-Korean and US-NK talks as "major pillars" of 
any dialogue aimed at denuclearizing the Korean Peninsula. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK will work actively to help realize talks between the US and NK while strengthening 
cooperation with the international community based on the strong alliance with 
Washington, a top security official said Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK remains silent over resuming inter-Korean military talks, S.Korean officials said Tues. 
Last month, Seoul and Pyongyang agreed to resume such talks during a high-level dialogue. 
But no meaningful progress has since been made, with the North maintaining its taciturn 
posture. (Lee Min-hyung, Korea Times) 

●​ Lee Young Hwan, president of a non-profit group called Transitional Justice Working Group 
(TWJG) sat down with Unification Media Group studio for an in-person interview to talk 
about the Trump administration's approach to NK's human rights abuses. (Daily NK) 

●​ Behind the images of N.Korean cheerleaders and the united flag in the 2018 Winter 
Olympics, there is a growing identity divide on the Korean Peninsula—and a different kind of 
“NK problem.” How N.Koreans and S.Koreans come to see each other — as one of “us” or 
“them” — is going to matter a great deal in whether and how democracy ultimately shakes 
out on the peninsula. (Aram Hur, Washington Post) 

International:​​​ ​ 

●​ Slovenian President Borut Pahor has expressed strong support for SK's push for dialogue 
aimed at resolving NK's nuclear stalemate. He, however, worried that NK might not easily 
give up its nuclear weapons, which must be its "only leverage," saying global cooperation is 
very important to put more pressure on the reclusive state to abandon its nuclear ambitions. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ The S.Korean president, Moon, will welcome Ivanka Trump, daughter of the US president, to 
SK for the Winter Olympics closing ceremony on Sun.–a trip that analysts have likened to an 
appearance by KJU’s sister earlier this month. (Benjamin Haas, Guardian) 

●​ Ever since China's intervention in the Korean War, both Chinese and N.Korean leaders called 
the two countries' relationship "chun chi xiang yi (as close as lips and teeth)" and "chun wang 
chi han (if the lips are gone, the teeth will be cold)," and defined Sino-N.Korean relations as 
such for the ensuing decades. These maxims symbolized NK's strategic importance for the 
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security of China, implying that China would protect NK at all costs whenever the latter's 
security would be in grave peril. (Lee Seong-hyon, Korea Times) 

●​ The Washington Post reported Tues. that a meeting between US Vice President Mike Pence 
and N.Korean leader KJU’s sister Kim Yo-jong, which was arranged by the Moon 
administration, was not held after the N.Koreans backed out at the last minute. The paper 
said that discussions about the meeting began after the CIA in late Jan. received information 
that NK wanted to meet with Pence. The Post also reported that only a few 
people—including President Donald Trump and National Security Adviser H.R. 
McMaster—decided to approve contact with NK. (Joongang Daily) 

●​ Japan says its military has witnessed a cargo transfer between China and NK on the high 
seas that it suspects violates United Nations economic sanctions on Pyongyang. (VOA) 

●​ Japan’s military has witnessed a ship-to-ship transfer on the high seas that it “strongly 
suspects” violates U.N. sanctions on NK, in the third such incident reported by Japan in the 
past month. (AP) 

●​ N.Korean officials “dangled” a historic meeting with the US vice-president Mike Pence 
during the Winter Olympics but pulled out at the last minute, the White House claimed on 
Tues. (David Smith, Guardian) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence was scheduled to meet with N.Korean officials, including 
leader KKJU’s sister, while in SK for the Winter Olympics this month but the N.Koreans 
canceled at the last minute, US officials said on Tues. (Matt Spetalnick, Christine Kim, 
Reuters) 

●​ Mike Pence and N.Korean officials had planned to meet secretly during the 2018 Winter 
Olympic Games, but Pyongyang scrapped the talks after the US vice president denounced 
abuses from the "murderous regime," US officials said Tues. (Telegraph Reporters, Telegraph) 

●​ Vice President Mike Pence had planned to secretly meet with a high-level delegation of 
N.Korean leaders while he was at the Winter Olympics in SK this month, but the N.Koreans 
canceled at the last minute, according to the State Department. (Gardiner Harris, Choe 
Sang-hun, NY Times) 

●​ Pyongyang is hoping that its sports journalists, having come to SK to monitor the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympic Games, will soon join the world's sports press group, 
according to the International Sports Press Association (AIPS). (Ko Dong-hwan, Korea Times) 

●​ The Blue House declined to confirm a media report Wed. that it mediated a meeting between 
US Vice President Mike Pence and Kim Yo-jong, sister of N.Korean leader KJU, after the 
opening ceremony of the Olympics, which collapsed after the N.Koreans pulled out at the 
last minute. (Ser Myo-ja, Kang Tae-hwa, Joongang Daily) 

●​ Vice President Pence departed for a five-day, two-country swing through Asia earlier this 
month having agreed to a secret meeting with N.Korean officials while in SK at the 2018 
Winter Olympic Games. But on Feb. 10, less than two hours before Pence and his team were 
to meet with Kim Yo Jong, the younger sister of KJU, and Kim Yong Nam, North Korea’s 
nominal head of state, the N.Koreans pulled out of the scheduled meeting, according to 
Pence’s office. (Ashley Parker, ​Washington Post) 

●​ The Pentagon said Tues. that details on currently suspended SK-US military exercises will be 
released after the Olympics end next month. (Yonhap) 

●​ Vice President Mike Pence was all set to hold a history-making meeting with N.Korean 
officials during the Winter Olympics in SK, but KJU’s government canceled at the last 
minute, the Trump administration said Tues. (Joshua Lederman, AP) 

●​ US officials say Vice President Mike Pence was scheduled to meet with officials from NK 
earlier this month, but NK canceled the meeting at the last minute. (VOA) 
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●​ Although one could be forgiven for thinking the symbolism at the Olympics signaled a hard 
line from the Donald Trump administration on NK, the symbols masked an important 
concession that was made to avert a break with the Moon government in SK, which wants to 
turn the Olympic thaw into more substantive negotiations with the KJU regime. (Eli Lake, 
Korea Times) 

●​ Diplomatic efforts to arrange rare talks between the US and NK could be part of the topics of 
discussion when Ivanka Trump visits SK and talks with officials this week, the foreign 
ministry hinted Tues. (Yonhap) 

●​ US Vice President Mike Pence was set to meet with N.Korean officials, including KJU's sister, 
during his politically charged visit to the Winter Olympics in SK earlier this month, his office 
confirmed on Tues. (Kevin Liptak, Joshua Berlinger, CNN) 

--------------------------------------- 

Prepared by Jinny Ahn, HRNK Research Intern 

——————————————————— 

 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 
 

North Korea sends university students to work in China via 
sanctions loophole; Figure behind Cheonan attack leads 

delegation; Ivanka won’t meet North Koreans on trip 
 
In North Korea: 
[Photos] North Korea sends university students to work in China via sanctions loophole (Daily NK, 
02/22/2018) 
Despite charm offensive, potential for North Korean Olympics cyber attack (Daily NK, 02/22/2018) 
North Korea slams U.S.-Japan joint drill (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
US Dollars Become Currency of Choice Among Well-Heeled North Koreans (RFA, 02/21/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​  
(2nd LD) Main opposition protests N.K. official's planned visit to South (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
Lawmakers bicker over North Korea (Korea Times, 02/21/2018) 
Minor opposition party calls for Ivanka Trump's visit to be turning point in U.S.-N.K. relations 
(Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
My goal is to resolve NK nuclear crisis': Moon (Korea Times, 02/22/2018) 
On Ivanka’s wavelength (Joongang Ilbo, 02/22/2018) 
Roh’s vs. Moon’s formula (Joongang Ilbo, 02/22/2018) 
S. Korean, Finnish foreign ministers discuss cooperation on N. Korean nukes (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
South Korea's Moon says relations with U.S. are 'rock solid': media (Reuters, 02/22/2018) 
South Korea splurges on sister of Kim Jong Un; drops his name from border broadcasts (Reuters, 
02/22/2018) 
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South Koreans: Humanitarian aid to North Korea key to fighting rights abuses (UPI, 02/22/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship:  
(2nd LD) Moon likely to meet N. Korean delegation to Olympics: official​ (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
(4th LD) N.K. to send high-level delegation to Olympics' closing ceremony (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
Figure behind Cheonan attack leads delegation (Joongang Daily, 02/22/2018) 
Mastermind of attacks on the South to head North Korean delegation to Olympic closing ceremony 
(Telegraph, 02/22/2018) 
NK at PyeongChang - politics overshadow sports (Korea Times, 02/22/2018) 
North to send another senior delegation for Olympic closer (Washington Post, 02/22/2018) 
North Korea's new Olympics delegation to be led by man blamed for deadly ship attack (CNN, 
02/22/2018) 
North Korea to send delegation to Olympics closing ceremony, meet South Korea's Moon (Reuters, 
02/22/2018) 
North Korean closing Olympics delegation includes man blamed for deadly sinking (Reuters, 
02/22/2018) 
S. Korea's military ditches N. Korean leader's name in border propaganda broadcasts (Yonhap, 
02/22/2018) 
US, S. Korea Military Exercises Could End Outreach to Nuclear North (VOA, 02/22/2018) 
Winter Olympics 2018: North Korea's General Kim Yong-chol to attend (BBC, 02/22/2018) 
 
International: 
(2nd LD) Too early to predict U.S.-N.K. contact at Olympics: Seoul minister (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
An Envoy Who Can Rival ‘North Korea’s Ivanka’ (NY Times, 02/21/2018) 
China probes report of possible North Korea sanctions breach at sea (Reuters, 02/22/2018) 
China probing possible violation of UN sanctions on N. Korea (Washington Post, 02/22/2018) 
Commentary: At Olympics, U.S. and Korean leaders revive familiar roles (Reuters, 02/21/2018) 
Commentary: South Korea's Olympic gambit traps both Kim and Trump (Reuters, 02/21/2018) 
Defectors tell all on special YouTube program (Joongang Daily, 02/22/2018) 
First Person: How Pyeongchang might feel to a North Korean (Washington Post, 02/22/2018) 
Five reasons the Olympics haven’t solved the North Korea problem (Washington Post, 02/22/2018) 
Former Spymaster to Lead North Korea’s Olympic Ceremony Delegation (NY Times, 02/21/2018) 
Former UN chief says Koreas dialogue must be kept alive (Washington Post, 02/21/2018) 
Ivanka rekindles hopes for US-North Korea talks (Korea Times, 02/22/2018) 
Ivanka won’t meet North Koreans on trip (Joongang Daily, 02/22/2018) 
Ivanka Trump plans to focus on U.S. athletes, not North Korea, during trip to Winter 
Olympics(Washington Post, 02/21/2018) 
Joint drill to complicate US-North Korea dialogue (Korea Times, 02/22/2018) 
Moves on the chessboard (Korea Times, 02/22/2018) 
N. Korea seeks nukes to reunify peninsula under its control: Bolton (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
North Korea’s propaganda victory at the Winter Olympics (Washington Post, 02/21/2018) 
Point man on N. Korean nukes discusses 'dialogue momentum' with China envoy (Yonhap, 
02/22/2018) 
Police: No video showing Indonesian attacking Kim Jong Nam (Washington Post, 02/22/2018) 
S. Korea in close consultation with U.S. on N.K delegation's trip (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
Slovenian leader praises Moon's NK approach (Korea Times, 02/21/2018) 
Trying to make sense of our North Korea policy may be fruitless (Washington Post, 02/22/2018) 
Unprepared and outclassed, North Korea wraps up Olympics (Washington Post, 02/22/2018) 
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In North Korea: 

●​ Daily NK has learned that the N.Korean regime is now sending female students from 
Pyongyang’s Jang Chol Gu University of Commerce to earn foreign currency in restaurants in 
the Chinese border city of Dandong. (Daily NK)​
Daily NK recent spoke with Senior Security Research Choi Sang Myung from Hauri Inc.'s 
Security Research Intelligence Team for an expert opinion on the cyberattack on the 
organizing committee for this year's Olympics on Feb. 9, as the IOC did not provide 
information as to the suspected culprit when it confirmed the cyberattacks. Choi said that 
"while many suspect the attack on the Olympic organizations to be the work of Russian 
hackers or some third-party group, we cannot exclude the possibility of NK’s involvement." 
(Jang Seul Gi, Daily NK) 

●​ A NK committee on Thurs. blasted the US and Japan for conducting a joint missile drill, 
branding it as a "ferocious gangster-like act." (Yonhap) 

●​ Wealthy N.Koreans and high-ranking regime officials in Pyongyang are quickly exchanging 
Chinese yuan they have acquired into much-coveted US dollars or euros, because the two 
Western currencies are giving them a bigger bang for their buck, sources inside the country 
said. (Jieun Kim, Leejin Jun, Roseanne Gerin, RFA) 

 
In South Korea:​ 

●​ The main opposition Liberty Korea Party (LKP) strongly protested a planned visit to SK by a 
senior N.Korean official accused of masterminding the communist regime's two deadly 
attacks on SKK in 2010, which claimed the lives of a total of 50 people. (Yonhap) 

●​ Rival parties clashed over the government's handling of NK during the National Assembly 
House Steering Committee, Wed. (Choi Ha-young, Korea Times) 

●​ President Moon's goal while in office is to resolve the NK nuclear issue peacefully, he said in 
an interview with the Monocle, a UK global affairs magazine, published Thurs. (Kim Bo-eun, 
Korea Times) 

●​ Even if Ivanka does not carry messages from Trump, her remarks can give a clue to grasping 
what Trump really thinks. If the S.Korean government helps her understand SK's situation on 
the peninsula, it could help improve Seoul-Washington ties. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Moon has been capitalizing on the PyeongChang Olympics momentum with his 
administration hoping to ease tensions on the Korean Peninsula and find a breakthrough in 
the deadlock by mediating between Washington and Pyongyang and improving inter-Korean 
relations. However, he seems to be changing his gear in the driver’s seat of inter-Korean 
affairs, saying that that talking of an inter-Korean summit at the current stage was like 
“looking for hot water around a well.” (Park Bo-gyoon, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ The head of the minor opposition Justice Party said Thurs. she hopes an upcoming visit to 
SK by US President Donald Trump's daughter will serve as a turning point in relations 
between the US and NK. (Yonhap) 

●​ Finland's foreign minister reaffirmed his support for SK's policy on NK in a meeting with his 
S.Korean counterpart in Seoul on Thurs. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.Korean President Moon said relations with the US are “rock solid” and “as strong and 
robust as ever” in a media interview, as his administration gears up for a possible summit 
with N.Korean leader KJU. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 
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●​ SK spent around 240 million won ($223,237) on the younger sister of North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un and her entourage during their three-day visit for the Pyeongchang Winter 
Olympics, a government official said on Thursday. (Christine Kim, Reuters) 

●​ NK's nuclear weapons provocations have often been blamed for stealing attention from 
human rights and responsible for decisions to cut off international food aid. But S.Koreans 
who are no strangers to N.Korean belligerence told UPI on Thurs. they still favor providing 
humanitarian assistance to N.Koreans as a way to alleviate some of the regime's gravest 
human rights abuses. (Elizabeth Shim, Jennie Oh, UPI) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​ ​ 

●​ President Moon will likely hold a meeting with NK's delegation to the closing ceremony of 
the PyeongChang Winter Olympic Games, an official from the presidential office Cheong Wa 
Dae said Thurs. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK said Thurs. it will send a high-level delegation to the PyeongChang Winter Olympics' 
closing ceremony, Seoul officials said. Kim Yong-chol, head of the ruling party's United Front 
Department, will lead the eight-member delegation that includes Ri Son-gwon, the head of 
the North's agency in charge of inter-Korean affairs, for a three-day trip that will start Sun. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ Pyongyang told Seoul Thurs. that it would send its second high-level delegation to the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics to participate in the closing ceremony Sun. and it will be led 
by the figure blamed by past administrations for masterminding the 2010 torpedoing of SK’s 
Cheonan warship, killing 46 sailors. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Daily) 

●​ Pyongyang has announced that a hawkish general who is widely considered to have 
orchestrated a number of attacks on SK will lead the N.Korean delegation to the closing 
ceremony of the Pyeonchang Winter Olympic Games on Sun. (Julian Ryall, Telegraph) 

●​ The N.Korean athletes at the PyeongChang Winter Olympics have finished their scheduled 
events, while political issues are getting more attention than their athleticism during their 
visit to SK. (Nam Hyun-woo, Korea Times) 

●​ SK’s Unification Ministry says NK will send a high-level delegation led by Kim Yong Chol, a 
senior party official suspected of leading two deadly attacks on SK in 2010, to the closing 
ceremony of the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics. (Eric Talmadge, AP) 

●​ NK is sending another high-level delegation to SK for the Winter Olympics Closing 
Ceremony this Sun., led by a man widely believed to have masterminded the sinking of a 
S.Korean navy ship that killed 46 sailors. (Taehoon Lee, CNN) 

●​ NK will send another high-level delegation to SK in time for the closing ceremony of the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics, SK’s Ministry of Unification said on Thurs. (Reuters Staff, 
Reuters) 

●​ NK will send a high-level delegation to SK for the Winter Olympics closing ceremony, 
officials said on Thurs, including the man blamed for the 2010 sinking of a S.Korean navy ship 
that killed 46 sailors. (Christine Kim, Hyonhee Shin, Reuters) 

●​ The S.Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) instructed its psychological warfare unit last year to 
discontinue the use of N.Korean leader KJU by name in its cross-border propaganda 
broadcasts using high-decibel loudspeakers, an opposition lawmaker said Thurs. (Yonhap) 

●​ The resumption of US-SK joint military exercises, which were postponed until after the 
PyeongChang Olympics and Paralympics end in late Mar., could also mark the end of the 
current diplomatic outreach to NK. (Brian Padden, VOA) 
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●​ NK will send one of its highest ranking figures, General Kim Yong-chol, to the closing 
ceremony of the Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang. His delegation will stay in SK for three 
days and is expected to meet S.Korean President Moon. (BBC) 

 
International:​​​ ​ 

●​ SK's unification minister said Thurs. that it is too early to say whether officials from the US 
and NK will meet on the sidelines of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics' closing ceremony. 
(Yonhap) 

●​ When the sister of KJU made her historic visit to the Winter Olympics in SK two weeks ago, 
saying nothing but commanding noisy press coverage, the S.Korean news media quickly 
called her “NK’s Ivanka.” Now, US President Trump is sending the real Ivanka. (Mark Landler, 
NY Times) 

●​ China said on Thurs. it is investigating a Japanese report that a Chinese ship may have 
carried out a ship-to-ship transfer with a N.Korean vessel in breach of UN sanctions. 
(Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ China is “highly concerned” about a reported ship-to-ship transfer on the high seas that 
could violate UN. sanctions on NK and has launched an investigation, the foreign ministry 
said Thurs. (Christopher Bodeen, AP) 

●​ KJU is not so much trying to divide SK from the US as he is seeking to influence Washington 
through Seoul. For their part, today’s S.Korean and American leaders are acting out familiar 
good cop, bad cop parts, perhaps best exemplified by S.Korean President Moon’s hospitality 
to the visiting N.Korean delegation, and by Vice President Pence’s passive-aggressive stance, 
sitting next to but not looking at Kim’s sister while refusing to cheer when the all-Korean 
women’s hockey team entered the arena. (James Dobbins, Reuters) 

●​ By taking part in the Winter Olympics so visibly alongside South Korea, Pyongyang has been 
able to present itself as a credible global and regional power in a way that has eluded 
N.Korean leaders since the war that divided the peninsula. The real strategic winner, 
however, is the S.Korean government, which has shrewdly used the games to reshape the 
diplomatic landscape. (Peter Apps, Reuters) 

●​ BeNaMu is a non-profit organization for multi-ethnic families in Korea started by Jang 
Won-jae. Based in Seoul’s cultural hub of Hyehwa-dong, central Seoul, BeNa TV is a YouTube 
channel (with the username “bnatv1004”) that introduces immigrants to Korea to local 
viewers in a talk show format. The most popular program on the channel is “Tal-Tal-Tal,” in 
which a defector from NK gets a full two hours to tell his or her story, with the host being 
defectors themselves. (Lee Sung-eun, Joongang Daily) 

●​ The AP’s Pyongyang Bureau chief gives his take on how a N.Korean might feel about their 
experience in Pyeongchang. These observations are based off of his back-to-back trips from 
NK to SK—which gives him the rare chance to experience SK with his “still-fresh-out-of 
Pyongyang eyes,” as well as his experience in examining how elite N.Koreans have been 
dealing with a massive dose of the “other” Korea. (Eric Talmadge, AP) 

●​ Both during the run-up to the PyeongChang Olympics and during the Winter Games, the 
tensions over NK’s nuclear weapons have appeared to relax significantly. Reports that Vice 
President Pence’s bellicose rhetoric derailed diplomacy with the North, however, reveal a 
harsher reality. After the Olympics are over, there are five reasons why the temperature 
between Washington and Pyongyang will almost certainly spike again. (Mira Rapp-Hooper, 
Washington Post) 
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●​ NK said on Thurs. that a high-ranking official, who many in the South believe orchestrated a 
deadly attack in 2010, would lead a delegation to Sun.’s Winter Olympics closing ceremony in 
the South, another sign the two Koreas are trying to work out a road map toward improving 
ties. (Choe Sang-hun, NY Times) 

●​ Former UN secretary-general Ban Ki-moon said Wed. the dialogue between the two Koreas 
that began during the Winter Olympics must be kept alive so it can hopefully lead to 
reconciliation, peace and the denuclearization of NK. (Edith M. Lederer, AP) 

●​ The chances of Washington-Pyongyang talks over the latter's nuclear program seem to be 
growing, with high-level officials from the two countries coming to SK for the closing 
ceremony of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. (Kim Rahn, Korea Times) 

●​ Ivanka Trump, who will lead a US delegation to the closing ceremony of the Winter Olympics 
in SK, has no plan to have any contact with N.Korean delegates, officials from the White 
House and the Blue House said Thurs. (See Myo-ja, Jung Hyo-sik, Joongang Daily) 

●​ As Ivanka Trump prepares to travel with a presidential delegation to the Winter Olympics in 
SK this week, White House officials are making clear that the senior aide to the president 
does not plan to focus any of her attention on NK. (Jenna Johnson, Washington Post) 

●​ SK remains in a dilemma over when and how to resume the joint military drill with the US, as 
its proper handling can lead to a possible resumption of the long-suspended dialogue 
between Washington and Pyongyang. (Lee Min-hyung, Korea Times) 

●​ With the 2018 PyeongChang Olympics coming to a close, the real games— the interplay 
between North and South Korea and between the U.S. and both Koreas—begin. Although the 
players may have shifted some of the pieces around the chessboard during these most 
political of Winter Olympics, it is much too early to know what happens next, much less the 
final moves. (Donald Kirk, Korea Times) 

●​ NK is pursuing nuclear weapons as a means to reunify the Korean Peninsula under its 
control, not just for self-defense, John Bolton, former US ambassador to the United Nations, 
said Wed. (Yonhap) 

●​ The Olympics has been a PR dream come true for the murderous Kim dictatorship. SK’s 
Moon administration claims to be using the games to foster goodwill, but the reality is that 
NK has taken this opportunity to stage one of history’s great whitewashing operations, 
where the breathless focus is on the fashion style of the Dear Leader’s sister instead of his 
forced labor camps and police state. (Garry Kasparov, Thor Halvorssen, Washington Post) 

●​ SK's top negotiator on N.Korean nuclear issues met with the Chinese ambassador to Seoul 
on Thurs. to discuss a growing momentum for engagement with NK following its 
participation in the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, the foreign ministry said. (Yonhap) 

●​ A police witness told a Malaysian court Thurs. that there is no video evidence that shows an 
Indonesian woman smearing a nerve agent on the face of the estranged half-brother of NK’s 
leader as part of an airport attack that killed him. (Eileen Ng, AP) 

●​ SK is in close consultation with the US on whether to allow a blacklisted N.Korean official to 
travel to SK for the closing ceremony of the PyeongChang Olympics, the foreign ministry 
said Thurs. (Yonhap) 

●​ Slovenian President Borut Pahor praised SK for its dialogue-oriented NK policy, calling the 
move "worthy enough to inspire the world." (Lee Min-hyung, Korea Times) 

●​ if our own people cannot figure out what we are trying to accomplish and how we are going 
to get there, how do we think the S.Koreans, the Japanese or, for that matter, the N.Koreans 
will? (Jennifer Rubin, Washington Post) 
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●​ Unprepared and outclassed, NK’s 22 athletes wrapped up their competition at the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics on Thurs. without a finish higher than 13th. (Eric Talmadge, 
AP)​ 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Jinny Ahn, HRNK Research Intern 

——————————————————— 

 

Friday, February 23, 2018 
 

Trump says launching 'largest-ever' package of sanctions 
against North Korea; Ivanka Trump, in South Korea, Calls for 

Pressure on the North 
 
In North Korea: 
Authorities demand money from residents for Musan Mine operation (Daily NK, 02/23/2018) 
DPRK-Cuba Solidarity Committee Meets (NK Leadership Watch, 02/23/2018) 
Entry ban, sanctions interrupt running of only int'l university in North Korea (Yonhap, 02/23/2018) 
Forestry and Environmental Officials Meet (NK Leadership Watch, 02/23/2018) 
From paper to fuel, North Koreans endure widespread shortages as sanctions take their toll 
(Telegraph, 02/23/2018) 
North Korean agents demanding more bribes from defector networks (UPI, 02/23/2018) 
Quick Takes: New Structure at Sohae’s Launch Pad Gets a Roof or Second Floor (38 North, 
02/22/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​  
(2nd LD) Main opposition party rallies against planned visit by N.K. official accused of sinking 
Cheonan (Yonhap, 02/23/2018) 
Moon's approval rating rebounds to 68 pct (Yonhap, 02/23/2018) 
Moon slammed for accepting North’s visitor (Joongang Ilbo, 02/23/2018) 
NSC convenes to discuss N. Korean delegation's visit (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship:  
(2nd LD) Koreas to hold talks next week on N.K's participation in Paralympics (Yonhap, 02/23/2018) 
(2nd LD) Seoul says it is difficult to pinpoint mastermind of North's 2010 naval attack (Yonhap, 
02/23/2018) 
Kim's cheer squad 'charm offensive' (Reuters, 02/23/2018) 
Nauert: North Korea's Kim Yong Chol should visit warship memorial (UPI, 02/22/2018) 
North and South Korea to meet to discuss taking part in Paralympics (CNN, 02/23/2018) 
North Korea's Kim Yong Chol 'right person' for inter-Korean, denuclearisation talks: Yonhap citing 
spy agency (Reuters, 02/22/2018) 
Nukes can’t win peace (Joongang Ilbo, 02/23/2018) 
S. Korean firms to seek visit to joint factory park in N. Korea (Yonhap, 02/23/2018) 
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South Korea's Moon says Seoul cannot acknowledge North Korea as nuclear state: Blue House 
(Reuters, 02/23/2018) 
S.Korea says approved visit by sanctioned North Korean to pursue peace on peninsula (Reuters, 
02/23/2018) 
U.S. hopes N.K. official pays tribute to slain S. Korean sailors (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
 
International: 
(LEAD) Moon, Ivanka stress need for peace, but differ on how to achieve goal (Yonhap, 02/23/2018) 
(LEAD) S. Korea to deepen military ties with Switzerland, Latvia (Yonhap, 02/23/2018) 
2 Trump Children in Asia; 2 Approaches to the World (NYT, 02/23/2018) 
(3rd LD) Ivanka Trump says visit to Korea is to reaffirm 'commitment' to ally (Yonhap, 02/23/2018) 
AP EXPLAINS: What's N. Korea Up to With Provocative Visit? (NYT, 02/23/2018) 
China January trade with North Korea falls to lowest since at least June 2014 (Reuters, 02/22/2018) 
Ivanka Trump arrives in South Korea, but Seoul says no meeting with North planned (Washington 
Post, 02/23/2018) 
Ivanka Trump Brings Star Power to Olympics (VOA, 02/23/2018) 
Ivanka Trump gets red-carpet welcome for Winter Olympics visit (Guardian, 02/23/2018) 
Ivanka Trump heads to S. Korea amid speculation over N.K. contact (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
Ivanka Trump, in South Korea, Calls for Pressure on the North (NYT, 02/23/2018) 
Ivanka Trump reaffirms U.S. commitment to ‘maximum pressure’ on North (Joongang Ilbo, 
02/23/2018) 
Japanese Men Nabbed in Shooting at De Facto N. Korea Embassy (NYT, 02/23/2018) 
North Korea Criticizes UN Chief Over Support for Sanctions (NYT, 02/23/2018) 
North Korea sanctions: Donald Trump announces 'largest ever' package (Guardian, 02/23/2018) 
North Korea slams U.S.-Japan joint drill (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
Pence almost met Kim, says Post (Joongang Ilbo, 02/23/2018) 
Pence: N.K. leader's sister is a 'central pillar' of oppressive regime (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
S. Korean, Finnish foreign ministers discuss cooperation on N. Korean nukes (Yonhap, 02/22/2018) 
S. Korean president to host Ivanka, U.S. delegates in welcome dinner (Yonhap, 02/23/2018) 
Shots fired at North Korea-linked group HQ in Japan (Reuters, 02/23/2018) 
Trump administration to impose ‘largest ever’ set of sanctions against North Korea(Washington Post, 
02/23/2018) 
Trump says launching 'largest-ever' package of sanctions against North Korea (Reuters, 02/23/2018) 
Trump to Announce Harsh New Sanctions Against North Korea (NYT, 02/23/2018) 
While Korean tensions ease, 3 Americans remain ‘prisoners of war’ in the North (Washington Post, 
02/23/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 

●​ The N. Korean authorities are attempting to collect money from locals to inject some life 
back into the Musan iron mine after it took a major hit from international sanctions recently. 
But residents are reportedly pushing back against the order, according to sources in the 
region. (Kang Mi-jin, Daily NK) 

●​ The DPRK Committee for Solidarity with Cuba held its annual meeting. The committee 
supports the Cuban people struggling for independence against imperialism and for 
socialism under the leadership of the Communist Party of Cuba. (NK Leadership Watch) 
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●​ New Zealand’s Prime Minister on Tues. used her first major foreign policy address to 
announce she is establishing a ministerial position for disarmament amid tensions in the 
Asia-Pacific region over NK’s weapons programs. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ A police investigator testified Tues. that the estranged half brother of NK’s leader told a 
friend in Malaysia that his life was in danger six months before he was killed at an airport. 
(​Associated Press)  

●​ The US State Department’s special representative for NK policy, Joseph Yun, plans to retire 
on Fri., just as signs are emerging that Pyongyang may be willing to talk with Washington. 
(Josh Smith, David Brunnstrom, Reuters) 

●​ The State Department’s point man on NK, Joseph Yun, will leave his post on Fri., amid 
glimmers of hope that Pyongyang might finally be willing to sit down for talks with 
Washington. (Anna Fifield, Washington Post) 

●​ Joseph Yun, the top U.S. diplomat in charge of N.Korean policy, announced his surprise 
retirement on Tues. (Sara Shayanian, UPI) 

●​ One the US' top diplomats in charge of NK policy has announced his abrupt retirement, 
leading to fears of a dearth of expertise at a crucial time in Washington’s relations with 
Pyongyang. (Nicola Smith, Telegraph) 

●​ President Donald Trump said on Mon. that the US, which has been ramping up pressure on 
NK over its nuclear and missile programs, would like to have talks with Pyongyang but only 
under the right conditions. (Reuters Staff, Reuters) 

●​ US President Donald Trump is expressing a willingness to talk with NK, but “only under the 
right conditions," while warning that if Pyongyang doesn’t abandon its nuclear weapons and 
ballistic missile programs there could be a potentially tremendous “loss of lives, numbers 
that nobody’s ever contemplated, never thought of.” (Steve Herman, VOA) 

●​ President Donald Trump on Mon. criticized Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama 
for their handling of the N.Korean threat during remarks Mon. to state governors at the 
White House. (Jeremy Diamond, CNN) 

●​ President Donald Trump on Mon. responded to an overture from NK for talks with the U.S., 
saying that will happen only “under the right conditions.” (Darlene Superville, AP)  

●​ NK's declaration at the end of the Winter Olympics of its willingness to start a dialogue with 
the US offered a sliver of optimism that the political pageantry of the Games would lead to 
more substantial results. (Motoko Rich, NY Times) 

●​ US President Donald Trump said Mon. he is willing to talk with NK, but “only under the right 
conditions,” after Pyongyang relayed that it is open to dialogue with Washington. (Sarah Kim, 
Joongang Daily) 

●​ The US will continue diplomatic efforts to dismantle NK's nuclear weapons program despite 
the retirement of its top official handling the issue, the State Department said Tues. (Yonhap) 

●​ The senior US diplomat who has retained back-channel contacts with NK amid high tension 
over the pariah nation’s nuclear program is retiring. (Associated Press) 

●​ The US State Department's top diplomat in charge of NK policy is retiring at the end of the 
week. (Ellana Lee, Joshua Berlinger, CNN) 

●​ A White House official in charge of Korea affairs did not meet with N.Korean officials during 
her trip to SK, a spokesperson said Mon. as interest mounts over whether the two sides will 
resume dialogue. (Yonhap) 

●​ With NK's intercontinental ballistic missiles posing a direct threat to the US mainland, the 
US president could respond directly to the threat without having to consult his S.Korean 
counterpart in advance, an US expert on the N.Korean nuclear issue said Tues. (Yonhap) 
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●​ Moon said on Wed. sanctions on NK will not be eased for the sake of a summit between the 
two sides as Chinese state media repeated Beijing’s line that talks are the only way to end the 
nuclear standoff. (Christine Kim, Jeff Mason, Reuters) 

●​ SK will continue imposing sanctions on NK, despite warmer relations between the two states 
which agreed to hold an inter-Korean summit for the first time in more than a decade. 
(Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ A S. Korean man in his 50s was sentenced to prison for praising NK and calling for the 
abolishment of Seoul's anti-communist National Security Law on his personal blog. 
(Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

●​ Moon sounded a note of caution Wed. over NK's offer of denuclearization talks, saying it was 
"too early to be optimistic", even as Trump welcomed the development. (Agence 
France-Presse, Telegraph) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​ 

●​ A 24-member N. Korean delegation to the PyeongChang Paralympics crossed the border into 
SK on Wed., according to pool reporters. (Yonhap) 

●​ The Korean Wave is expected to serve as an incentive for N. Korean people to aspire to 
unification and to learn about their southern neighbor. (Koh Byung-joon, Yonhap) 

●​ Moon said Wed. that inter-Korean relations and efforts to restart talks on ending NK's 
nuclear ambitions are still in a critical condition, despite his agreement to hold a summit 
with the KJU next month. (Yonhap) 

●​ Moon reiterated Wed. that SK won't settle for anything short of the ultimate goal of the 
denuclearization of NK. (Yonhap) 

●​ The agreement between the two Koreas announced Tues., including NK's offer of conditional 
suspension of nuclear and missile provocations, is expected to pave the way for reduced 
tensions on the peninsula, experts said. (Yonhap) 

●​ Now that NK and SK have agreed to hold their first summit in more than a decade, here’s a 
word to the wise: Success isn’t always defined by quick fixes to big, fundamental problems. 
(Eric Talmadge, AP) 

●​ Moon on Wed. vowed that SK will not ease its sanctions on NK for the upcoming summit 
with KJU. (Ser Myo-ja, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ NK's state newspaper on Wed. justified the country's nuclear weapons development and said 
it cannot be subject to dispute, one day after SK's unveiled a landmark agreement with the 
regime to ease tensions on the Korean Peninsula. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK's delegation to the Paralympic Games entered the athletes' village in the South Korean 
alpine town of PyeongChang on Wednesday. (Yonhap) 

●​ KJU will become the first N. Korean leader to cross the border and visit SK since the Korean 
War broke out in 1950, as SK and NK agreed to hold a summit in April on the southern side of 
the truce village of Panmunjom. (Ser Myo-ja, Lee Chul-jae, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ A phone line connecting KJU and Moon is being pursued as part of an agreement reached 
Mon. during inter-Korea talks in Pyongyang, S. Korean newspaper Hankyoreh reported Wed. 
(Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 
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●​ The S. Korean government will make efforts to keep alive the current reconciliatory mood 
between the two Koreas to improve inter-Korean ties and bring peace to the divided 
peninsula, SK's pointman on NK said Wed. (Yonhap) 

​ 
International:​​​ ​​​ 

●​ Moon expressed hope for the start of US-NK dialogue Wed., insisting that NK's recent offer 
to freeze its nuclear and missile activities have created the right conditions for at least what 
he called "preliminary" talks on the resumption of denuclearization talks. (Yonhap)​
Trump said Tues. there is "possible progress" in talks with NK after the regime floated its 
willingness to give up its nuclear weapons. (Yonhap) 

●​ Trump said Tues. he believes NK is sincere about talking with the US because of sanctions 
that were imposed on the regime. (Yonhap) 

●​ SK government must tell NK that an inter-Korean summit will be equally in vain unless it 
clearly defines what denuclearization really means in its meeting with the US. If NK and the 
US can find a breakthrough, it will help the April inter-Korean summit to deliver some 
achievements. If not, the summit should not be held. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ A look at why the Korean summit matters, even if it doesn’t produce an immediate promise 
by NK to denuclearize, and what some of the next moves for the two Koreas and the US 
might be. (Eric Talmadge, AP) 

●​ Trump appears to have gotten what he wanted from NK: a willingness to suspend nuclear 
testing and a promise to put its entire arsenal of atomic weapons on the negotiating table. 
But is it too good to be true? (Matthew Pennington, AP) 

●​ SK's top diplomat has said that she is sure that both the US and NK are willing to hold 
dialogue, which is crucial to denuclearizing NK. (Yonhap) 

●​ Japanese Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera said on Wed. that NK’s intentions were unclear 
and careful analysis was needed, when asked by reporters about plans for a summit by North 
and South Korea. (Reuters) 

●​ Japan’s top government spokesman said on Wed. that it is “extremely important” that NK 
show its commitment and concrete actions toward abandonment of its nuclear missile 
development in a complete, verifiable and irreversible way. (Reuters) 

●​ India has imposed new restrictions on trade with NK, a government statement said on Wed., 
in line with UN Security Council sanctions slapped on the reclusive country for its nuclear 
and missile programs. (Nidhi Verma, Reuters) 

●​ Moon's top security adviser will head to the US this week to brief US officials on the 
outcome of his recent trip to NK that he earlier said included an undisclosed message from 
the communist state. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK appears to be willing, if not desperate, to resume its long stalled dialogue with the US as 
demonstrated by a series of exceptional steps it has agreed to take to make that happen, but 
how sincere and willing it is to denuclearize still remains questionable. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK's offer to discuss its nuclear weapons program with the US marks a possible end to the 
two countries' impasse, but it remains to be seen what the regime's intentions are, according 
to US analysts Tues. (Yonhap) 
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●​ KJU has suggested his country is willing to discuss nuclear disarmament with the US and 
would suspend all nuclear and missile tests during the proposed talks, S. Korean officials said 
Tues. following meetings with him in Pyongyang. (Hee Jung Yang, Joshua Lipes, RFA) 

●​ In floating the possibility of nuclear talks with the US, NK took a first step on a road likely to 
be long, more arduous and just as prone to failure as past efforts. (Arshad Mohammed, David 
Brunnstrom, Reuters) 

●​ NK’s agreement to enter into talks with the US could be a diplomatic breakthrough to reach 
a peaceful resolution to the nuclear crisis, or a ruse to weaken sanctions, or both. (Brian 
Padden, VOA) 

●​ The critical moment to lower the asking price for the denuclearization of NK hasn’t come. It 
seems that at least six to nine more months will be needed until sanctions have their desired 
impact. Talks should continue, but we need to wait while keeping up the sanctions. (Kim 
Byung-yeon, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Pope Francis has praised the Pyeongchang Olympics for showing that sport can “build 
bridges between countries in conflict and give a valid contribution to peace.” (AP) 

●​ A pro-N. Korean newspaper in Japan said Wed. the US should give up its hostile policy 
toward NK for possible dialogue between NK and the US. (Yonhap) 

●​ An agreement between NK and SK to hold a summit and signals about possible talks between 
NK and the US are stirring concern in Japan about its diplomatic nightmare - being left out 
in the cold. (Linda Sieg, Reuters) 

●​ NK’s sudden willingness to bargain with the Trump administration over scrapping its atomic 
arsenal surprised the world on Tues., setting in motion an unpredictable diplomatic dance 
with the US and SK, but raising hopes that one of the most dangerous confrontations of the 
nuclear age could be defused. (Choe Sang-hun, Mark Lander, NYT) 

●​ The US-SK alliance indeed has endured many disagreements on a variety of issues, and 
present concerns over the joint response to NK and on trade issues are only the latest in a 
long series of contentions. Surely there will be more, and surely they will need careful 
review, dialogue, understanding and compromise. (David Steinburg, Korea Times) 

●​ The Russian Foreign Ministry on Wed. condemned new US sanctions imposed on NK after 
the US concluded that NK had used the chemical warfare agent VX to kill the half-brother of 
leader KJU in Malaysia in 2017. (Reuters) 

●​ The Russian ambassador to NK met with N. Korean foreign ministry official Choi Sun-hee, a 
sign NK's efforts at engagement may be taking place with other members of the stalled 
six-party talks, according to the embassy's Facebook post. (Jennie Oh, UPI)​
Dialogue between the US and NK could precede the inter-Korean summit in April, a S. 
Korean presidential official said. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ Two senior S. Korean officials who met with KJU this week will depart for Washington on 
Thurs. to brief U.S. officials on the outcome of their meeting, a S. Korean administration 
official said on Wed. (Reuters) 

●​ As the Trump administration decides how to deal with NK’s new offer to talk, China is a 
bystander. Even so, analysts say, Beijing is sure to be pleased by the prospect of a drawn-out 
diplomatic process that delays the possibility of war on its border, even if the talks ultimately 
come to nothing. (Jane Perlez, NYT)  
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●​ The US should follow SK’s lead and offer to send a high-level delegation to Pyongyang. 
(Ralph Cossa, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Trump said he believes NK is “sincere” about talks with the US on Tues. and hopes for a 
peaceful breakthrough after NK signaled it is up for discussions with Washington about 
giving up its nuclear weapons. (Sarah Kim, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Feeling the pressure of sanctions, NK seems “sincere” in its apparent willingness to halt 
nuclear tests if it held denuclearization talks with the US, Trump said on Tues. as US, S. 
Korean and Japanese officials voiced skepticism about any discussions. (Jeff Mason, Christine 
Kim, Reuters) 

●​ Trump on Tues. declined to say whether he had any preconditions for talks with NK and said 
there had been progress with the country. (Reuters) 

●​ If Pyongyang agrees to denuclearize, the shift of position would mark a success for the 
Trump administration’s policy of applying “maximum pressure” to NK and open the 
possibility of a needed reduction of tensions on the Korean Peninsula. The question is 
whether Trump is prepared to capitalize on the opportunity. (Editorial Board, WaPo) 

●​ The White House responded with cautious optimism Tues. to NK’s reported proposal to hold 
“candid talks” with the US and SK, and to put its nuclear weapons and missile testing 
programs on hold while engaged in dialogue. Trump think's NK's sincere. (Karen DeYoung, 
Anna Fifield, WaPo) 

●​ Trump frequently scorches the last three presidents for leaving him a nightmare scenario on 
NK, but as a thaw takes hold ahead of the first NK-SK summit in a decade, Trump could be 
about to be dragged down the same frustrating and inconclusive diplomatic path as his 
predecessors. (Stephan Collison, CNN) 

●​ Trump said the US is "willing to go either way" in response to NK's development of 
nuclear-tipped missiles, adding "hopefully it's going to be the proper way." (Peggy Chang, 
Steve Herman, VOA) 

●​ NK has earned US skepticism for breaking all previous agreements over its nuclear program 
but the Trump administration is open-minded about potential talks with Pyongyang, a senior 
administration official said on Tues. (Reuters) 

●​ The US has determined Pyongyang used the chemical warfare agent VX to assassinate the 
half-brother of KJU in Malaysia in 2017 and has imposed sanctions in response, the US State 
Department said on Tues. (Reuters) 

●​ The US says it will impose new economic sanctions on NK for using a lethal chemical nerve 
agent in last year's assassination of the estranged half-brother of KJU. (VOA) 

●​ The US has determined NK used a banned chemical weapon to assassinate the half brother 
of leader KJU in Malaysia last year, with the claim coming just hours after Pyongyang 
signalled it was willing to give up its nuclear weapons. (Benjamin Haas, Guardian) 

●​ US formally concluded on Tues. that NK ordered the murder of a half-brother and potential 
rival to ruler KJU with the VX nerve agent. (Chris Graham, Telegraph) 

------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Emma Stubblefield, HRNK Research Intern 
 

——————————————————— 
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Thursday, March 8, 2018 
 

S.Korean special envoys head to U.S. to explain outcome of N. 
Korea trip; S.Korea Defense Chief's 'joke' adds to speculation 
about scaled-down drills; Koreas will not march together at 

opening of Winter Paralympics 
 
In North Korea: 
Choe Son-hui, N.K. diplomat on U.S. affairs, promoted to vice minister (Yonhap, 03/08/2018) 
For Pyongyang, Mideast offers cautionary nuclear tale (Washington Post, 03/08/2018) 
North Korea to launch new TV soap operas (BBC, 03/08/2018) 
North Korean intel agency to oversee expanded smuggling ops (DailyNK, 03/08/2018) 
North Korean women have plenty of reason to say ‘Me Too’ — but no hope of a reckoning 
(Washington Post, 03/08/2018) 
Rice demand down, price steady in North Korean markets (DailyNK, 03/07/2018) 
Sexual violence against women and girls 'rampant' in North Korea (Telegraph, 03/08/2018) 
While in Pyongyang, Moon's envoys watched S. Korean TV channels freely (Korea Times, 
03/08/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​ 
(LEAD) Defense chief's 'joke' adds to speculation about scaled-down drills (Yonhap, 03/08/2018) 
(LEAD) Moon's special envoys head to U.S. to explain outcome of N. Korea trip (Yonhap, 03/08/2018) 
(LEAD) PM: Sanctions on N. Korea cannot be lifted in exchange for talks (Yonhap, 03/08/2018) 
Joint drills may start on April 1 (Joongang Ilbo, 03/08/2018) 
Korean officials go to Washington to arrange talks (Joongang Ilbo, 03/08/2018) 
Ko Un dismissed from post on unified Korean dictionary panel (Yonhap, 03/08/2018) 
Moon notes many obstacles ahead to denuclearization and peace (Yonhap, 03/08/2018) 
Moon’s approval rating dips over Me Too case (Joongang Ilbo, 03/08/2018) 
S. Korea leader sees more obstacles ahead to disarm N. Korea (Washington Post, 03/08/2018) 
South Korea to deliver secret message from Kim Jong Un to Trump (UPI, 03/08/2018) 
South Korea to brief US on meeting with North Korea’s Kim (Washington Post, 03/08/2018) 
South Korean Envoys Head to US to Discuss North Korean Offer (VOA, 03/08/2018) 
South Korean officials leave for US with message from North Korea to Trump (CNN, 03/08/2018) 
South Koreans in Washington to brief on talks with North Korean leader (Reuters, 03/08/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: 
Alliance outweighs dialogue (Joongang Ilbo, 03/08/2018) 
Analysts: Trump Administration Lacks Experts Needed for North Korea Talks (VOA, 03/08/2018) 
Kim’s calculations (Joongang Ilbo, 03/08/2018) 
Koreas Will Not March Together at Opening of Winter Paralympics (VOA, 03/08/2018) 
Mission (half) accomplished (Joongang Ilbo, 03/08/2018) 
North Korea's Paralympic presence raises eyebrows as winter games open (Guardian, 03/08/2018) 
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North, South Korea won't march together at Paralympics amid flag row (Reuters, 03/08/2018) 
Potential breakthrough but long way to go (Korea Times, 03/08/2018) 
S. Korea Leader Sees More Obstacles Ahead to Disarm N. Korea (VOA, 03/07/2018) 
 
International: 
Analyst: North Korea weapons a 'political deterrent' for regime (UPI, 03/08/2018) 
China eyes greater global leadership role, downplays fears (Washington Post, 03/08/2018) 
China's senior foreign policy adviser to visit S. Korea this month (Yonhap, 03/08/2018) 
China Urges North, US to Talk Soon (VOA, 03/08/2018) 
House resolution urges N. Korea to close labor camps (Yonhap, 03/08/2018) 
North Korea talks: China cautiously 'cheering on' Koreas (BBC, 03/08/2018) 
North Korea wants nuclear talks but does Trump know what he wants to say? (Guardian, 
03/07/2018) 
Olympics hack highlights emerging 'false flags' threat: researcher (Reuters, 03/08/2018) 
S. Korea, Singapore top diplomats discuss recent inter-Korean agreement (Yonhap, 03/08/2018)  
The Latest: US: ‘potentially positive symbols’ from N. Korea (Washington Post, 03/08/2018) 
U.S. wary of North Korea weapons advances while talks take place (Reuters, 03/08/2018) 
Victor Cha says no breakthrough yet with N. Korea (Yonhap, 03/08/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 

●​ N.K. has promoted Choe Son-hui, a senior female diplomat in charge of U.S. relations, to the 
post of vice foreign minister. (Yonhap) 

●​ As N.K. considers negotiating over its nukes, it may find lessons in the Middle East, where 
leaders imperiled, paranoid or pugnacious have long used the doomsday weapon threat to 
secure a wobbly perch. (AP) 

●​ N.K.'s state-run television is set to launch two slick soap operas revisiting familiar themes of 
patriotism and loyalty in time of war. (BBC) 

●​ N.K.’s intelligence and security agency has ordered troops stationed along the Chinese 
border in Ryanggang Province to engage in smuggling operations. (Seol Song Ah, DailyNK) 

●​ Sexual assault and harassment are rife across all sectors of N.K.’s misogynistic society, 
according to a new report based on testimony from more than 40 women who have escaped 
from N.K. (Anna Fifield, Washington Post) 

●​ Market reports from inside N.K. reveal that food prices across the country continue to 
remain steady despite intensifying international sanctions. (Kang Mi Jin, DailyNK) 

●​ Sexual assault and harassment are entrenched in all sectors of N.K.’s “misogynistic” society, 
reveals a report based on the testimony of more than 40 female defectors. (Nicola Smith, 
Telegraph) 

●​ Moon's envoys to N.K. could watch S.K. and foreign broadcasts and use S.K. portal sites at 
their lodging. (Kim Rahn, Korea Times) 

 
In South Korea:​ 
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●​ S.K. Defense Minister Song Young-moo "jokingly" said Thursday the US does not need to 
send a nuclear submarine and other strategic assets to Korea for the upcoming joint military 
drills. (Yonhap) 

●​ Moon's top security adviser left Thursday for the US to explain the outcome of his recent 
trip to N.K. that led to what many here have called "exceptional" concessions from the 
communist state, such as plans for an inter-Korean summit. (Yonhap) 

●​ Sanctions on N.K. cannot be lifted just because the communist nation agreed to hold talks 
and there must be convincing progress in those talks before any reward can be considered, 
PM Lee Nak-yon said Thursday. (Yonhap) 

●​ The US-ROK joint military exercises could begin as early as April 1, amid a detente on the 
peninsula and an inter-Korean summit planned for later that month. (Sarah Kim, Joongang 
Ilbo)  

●​ Korea’s top security officials left for the US to brief the Trump administration about their 
recent meeting with KJU, and to persuade Washington to start talks with Pyongyang. (Ser 
Myo-ja, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Ko Un, a once-revered S.K. poet, has been removed from his position as head of a 
government-funded commission to compile a unified Korean dictionary amid allegations of 
his "habitual" sexual misconduct. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.K. still faces many obstacles in its efforts to denuclearize N.K. and establish lasting peace, 
Moon said, despite what he and many others have called "exceptional" concessions from N.K. 
that include a suspension of military provocations. (Yonhap) 

●​ Moon’s approval rating fell despite his triumphs in diplomacy with N.K. as a result of a sex 
scandal plaguing a former high-profile member of the Democratic Party. (Ser Myo-ja, Heo 
Jin, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ S.K.’s president said Thursday that many “critical moments” still lie ahead to end the nuclear 
crisis despite N.K.’s recent outreach to Seoul and Washington. (Hyung-Jin Kim, AP) 

●​ The S.K. presidential delegation that met with KJU in Pyongyang on Monday is arriving in 
Washington on Thursday and is expected to deliver top-secret communication from KJU to 
Trump. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI)  

●​ S.K. officials are to brief the White House Thursday on the outcome of their pathfinding 
meeting with KJU. (Matthew Pennington, AP) 

●​ Two S.K. envoys are heading to the US to brief Trump administration officials about their 
talks with KJU. (VOA) 

●​ Top S.K. negotiators left for the US to brief their American counterparts on the outcome of 
their historic meeting with KJU earlier this week. (Ben Westcott, CNN) 

●​ Two senior S.K. officials arrived in the US on Thursday to brief US officials on their meeting 
this week with KJU and Pyongyang’s apparent willingness to discuss denuclearization with 
Washington. (Steve Holland, Christine Kim, Reuters) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​ 
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●​ N.K. intends to scrap its nuclear weapons only when a condition like the withdrawal of U.S. 
Forces in Korea is met. But S.K. cannot accept such demands. Two S.K. envoys must not 
make the mistake of shaking the foundations of the alliance. (Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ While Trump reacted positively to an unexpected willingness from N.K. to conduct talks on 
freezing its nuclear program, the Trump administration might not have the experts needed 
to prepare and conduct such difficult negotiations. (Cindy Saine, VOA) 

●​ KJU seems to have many strategic calculations on his mind. Seoul must use sophisticated 
diplomatic and negotiating skills on not only Pyongyang, but also Washington and other 
allies in order not to fall back into the past vicious cycle. (Kim Yeol-su, Joongang Ilbo) 

●​ Two Koreas will not march together at Friday's opening ceremony of the Winter Paralympics 
because of a disagreement over whether to include islands which are in a dispute with Japan 
on a united flag. (VOA) 

●​ Moon’s envoys returned from their mission in N.K. As anticipated, the news on inter-Korean 
relations, including the Inter-Korean summit, was satisfactory, but the topics of 
denuclearization and talks with the US still loomed at large. (Joongang Ilbo)  

●​ The Paralympics opens on Friday in Pyeongchang in what will be the largest winter Games to 
date, with 240 medals up for grabs and N.K. making its debut, part of a wider cooling of 
tensions. (Benjamin Haas, Guardian)  

●​ Two Koreas will not march together at the opening ceremony of the Winter Paralympics, as 
they did at the Olympics last month, because they cannot agree on a united flag that erases 
islands disputed with Japan. (Dahee Kim, Reuters) 

●​ The latest agreement between the two Koreas for an inter-Korean summit is paving the way 
to find a potential breakthrough in the N.K. nuclear crisis. (Kim Jae-kyoung, Korea Times) 

●​ Moon said Thursday that many "critical moments" still lie ahead to end the nuclear crisis 
despite N.K.'s recent outreach to Seoul and Washington. (AP) 

 
International:​​​ ​​​ 

●​ Insufficient evidence that N.K. has fully developed long-range missile systems could mean 
Pyongyang is mainly using its weapons program as a political deterrent, a U.S. analyst said. 
(Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

●​ The world can only benefit as China marches toward “irresistible” national rejuvenation and 
assumes greater global leadership under Xi Jinping, China’s top diplomat said. (Gerry Shih 
and Christopher Bodeen, AP) 

●​ A Chinese senior foreign policy adviser is expected to visit S.K. this month to discuss issues 
of mutual concern, including N.K.'s nuclear problem. (Yonhap) 

●​ China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi has urged N.K. and the US to hold talks as soon as possible, 
calling on all parties to take steps to move the situation forward and, as he put it, fight for 
peace. (Bill Ide, VOA) 

●​ Two U.S. lawmakers have introduced a resolution calling for the dismantlement of N.K.'s 
labor camp system. The document details the human rights abuses committed inside the 
regime's labor camps. (Yonhap) 
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●​ China has said it is "cheering on" North and South Korea after they agreed to hold a leaders' 
summit on reducing tensions on the peninsula. (BBC) 

●​ The Trump administration is considering how to respond to the N.K. offer of talks on its 
nuclear weapons program at a time when its capacity to engage with Pyongyang has been 
hamstrung by the departure of its top Korea experts. (Julian Borger, Guardian) 

●​ The “Olympic Destroyer” computer virus used to attack last month’s Pyeongchang Winter 
Games was embedded with forged code to make investigators believe the attack was done by 
hackers linked to N.K. (Jim Finkle, Reuters) 

●​ The top diplomats of S.K. and Singapore discussed Thursday cooperation on a range of 
issues, including Seoul's efforts to open dialogue with North Korea for a peaceful resolution 
of the North's nuclear issues. (Yonhap) 

●​ U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said there are “potentially positive symbols” coming 
from N.K. but that N.K. and U.S. are a long ways from negotiations. (AP) 

●​ N.K. could buy time to build up and refine its nuclear arsenal, including a warhead able to 
survive re-entry into the Earth’s atmosphere, if it manages to drag out any talks with 
Washington. (Matt Spetalnick, David Brunnstrom, Phil Stewart, Reuters) 

●​ Victor Cha, a former White House official who was recently dropped from consideration for 
U.S. ambassador to Seoul, expressed skepticism Wednesday about N.K.'s offer to discuss its 
denuclearization with the US. (Yonhap)​ 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by James Park, HRNK Research Intern 
 

——————————————————— 
Friday, March 9, 2018 

 
Trump, Kim agree to meet by May: Seoul envoy; Trump and NK 

talks: S.Korean statement in full​; N.Korean defectors warn 
Donald Trump, 'KJU is lying' on nuclear deal 

 
In North Korea: 
“Maximum pressure” and the North Korean economy: what do market prices say? (NK Econ Watch, 
03/09/2018) 
A North Korean propaganda film foretold proposed talks between Trump and Kim Jong Un (WaPo, 
03/09/2018) 
Kim Jong Un: Talks with Trump could produce 'great achievement' (UPI, 03/09/2018) 
North Korea Touts Federal Unification Plan to Party Executives (RFA, 03/08/2018) 
North Korea’s nuclear weapons: What you need to know (WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
Sexual violence against women and girls 'rampant' in North Korea (Telegraph, 03/08/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​ 
S. Korea approves fund to support N. Korea's Paralympic participation (Yonhap, 03/09/2018) 
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S. Korean envoys to travel to Japan next week for briefing on N. Korea (Yonhap, 03/09/2018) 
S. Korean minister speaks well of N. Korea's ruling family (Yonhap, 03/09/2018) 
South Korean president lauds Trump, Kim move toward dialogue (UPI, 03/09/2018) 
 
Inter-Korean Relationship: 
Korea 2018: The Beginning of the End of the Post-1990 World Order? (38North, 03/08/2018) 
 
International: 
‘Diplomatic shock and awe’: Here’s how people are reacting to Trump’s move to meet Kim Jong Un 
(WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
'Shocking, incredible': what the experts say about a Trump meeting with Kim (Guardian, 
03/08/2018) 
(2nd LD) S. Korea, U.S. to make 'major announcement' on N. Korea (Yonhap, 03/09/2018) 
(3rd LD) Trump, Kim agree to meet by May: Seoul envoy (Yonhap, 03/09/2018) 
(LEAD) (News Focus) U.S., N.K. ready for historic summit, but uncertainty looms over nuclear 
diplomacy (Yonhap, 03/09/2018) 
(LEAD) China welcomes planned summit between U.S. and N.K. (Yonhap, 03/09/2018) 
5 reasons why Donald Trump's massive North Korea gamble makes total and complete sense  (CNN, 
03/09/2018) 
7 Big Things to Understand About Trump’s Talks With North Korea (NYT, 03/09/2018) 
A Look at What's Ahead in a Landmark Trump-Kim Summit (NYT, 03/09/2018)  
Abe: Maximum pressure on North Korea to continue (UPI, 03/08/2018) 
Abe says he appreciates N. Korea's shift to talks, will continue pressure (Yonhap, 03/09/2018) 
An opportunity and a risk (Joongang Daily, 03/10/2018) 
Australia probes company tied to illicit North Korea coal sale - U.N. (Reuters, 03/08/2018) 
Before Trump: 6 past high-level US visits to North Korea (WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
Cheong Wa Dae denies report N.K. leader called himself short and fat (Yonhap, 03/09/2018) 
China likely to greet Trump-Kim talks with hope and trepidation (Guardian, 03/09/2018) 
Closer than lips and teeth (Joongang Daily, 03/09/2018) 
Donald Trump and Kim Jong-un believe they are winning – and the risks of that are epic (Guardian, 
03/09/2018) 
Donald Trump to meet Kim Jong-un by May after invitation from North Korea (Guardian, 
03/08/2018) 
Envoy: Trump says he'll meet Kim Jong Un by May (UPI, 03/08/2018) 
Families of Japanese abductees welcome Trump, Kim summit (UPI, 03/09/2018) 
For Trump, a meeting with Kim is the ultimate test (CNN, 03/08/2018) 
Former Australian prime minister Keating says Trump ‘surprisingly’ good at foreign policy (Guardian, 
03/08/2018) 
How Trump caught his White House and the world by surprise (CNN, 03/08/2018) 
How Would U.S. Verify That North Korea Is Disarming? (NYT, 03/09/2018)  
In his fight with North Korea, Trump may end up with no allies (CNN, 03/08/2018) 
Japan PM says he and Trump agree maximum pressure needed on North Korea (Reuters, 
03/08/3018) 
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Japan says North Korea must commit to abandoning nuclear development completely (Reuters, 
03/08/3018) 
Kim Dynasty Sat Down With a U.S. Leader Before, With Few Results (NYT, 03/09/2018)  
Kim Jong-un, Trump to meet by May to discuss denuclearization (Korea Times, 03/09/2018) 
Kim Jong Un's invitation and Donald Trump's response (UPI, 03/09/2018) 
Kim Jong Un wants to be seen as Donald Trump’s equal. A meeting would do that. (WaPo, 
03/09/2018) 
Markets in Asia gain after Trump, Kim announcement (UPI, 03/09/2018) 
Merkel sees 'glimmers of hope' on North Korea (Reuters, 03/09/2018) 
Meeting with Kim Jong Un could be a good thing. But Trump will probably screw it up. (WaPo, 
03/09/2018) 
N.K. leader: Moon will no longer have to wake up early to discuss N.K. missile launches (Yonhap, 
03/09/2018) 
North agrees to talks with U.S. (Joongang Daily, 03/09/2018) 
North Korea and South Korea snooker Trump (WaPo, 03/08/2018) 
North Korea talks: China cautiously 'cheering on' Koreas (BBC, 03/08/2018) 
North Korea talks: Where will Donald Trump meet Kim Jong-un? (Guardian, 03/08/2018) 
North Korea won’t give up its nuclear weapons. The U.S. has three good reasons to talk anyway. 
(WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
North Korea's Paralympic presence raises eyebrows as winter games open (Guardian, 03/08/2018) 
North Korean defectors warn Donald Trump, 'Kim Jong-un is lying' on nuclear deal (Telegraph, 
03/09/2018) 
Not there yet (Joongang Daily, 03/09/2018) 
On North Korea, Donald Trump Does the Right Thing, for Once (NYT, 03/09/2018)  
Only two people have met both Trump and Kim Jong Un. One is Dennis Rodman. (WaPo, 
03/09/2018) 
Over hotpot and soju, North Korea's Kim Jong Un joked about himself - South Korea officials 
(Reuters, 03/09/3018) 
President Trump plans to meet Kim Jong Un for nuke talks (WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
Projected Kim, Trump summit preceded by other landmark meets (WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
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Trump accepts invitation to meet with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (WaPo, 03/08/2018) 
Trump accepts offer to meet Kim Jong Un (CNN, 03/08/2018) 
Trump agreed to meet Kim because he is North Korea's decision-maker: official (Reuters, 
03/08/2018) 
Trump and Kim: Where will they meet and what will they say? (CNN, 03/09/2018) 
Trump and Kim Jong-un, and the Names They’ve Called Each Other (NYT, 03/09/2018)  
Trump and North Korea talks: South Korean statement in full​ (BBC, 03/09/2018) 
Trump and North Korea talks: Strange optics of the North Korea announcement (BBC, 03/09/2018) 
Trump and North Korea's Kim Jong-un to meet 'as soon as possible' (BBC, 03/09/2018) 
Trump has gotten credit on North Korea. But a Kim Jong Un meeting presents an unprecedented 
challenge. (WaPo, 03/08/2018) 
Trump meeting Kim Jong-un is a half-baked idea – and a dangerous one (Guardian, 03/09/2018) 
Trump plans to meet Kim Jong-un by May (Joongang Daily, 03/09/2018) 
Trump says he’ll meet with North Korea’s Kim Jong Un (WaPo, 03/08/2018) 
Trump says SKorea to make ‘major statement’ on NKorea (WaPo, 03/08/2018) 
Trump teases big news; it arrives in the dark, on driveway (WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
Trump to Meet With Kim in Visit to North Korea (VOA, 03/09/2018) 
Trump will accept invitation to meet North Korea's Kim: White House (Reuters, 03/08/2018) 
Trump’s bellicosity secures a diplomatic coup — for now (WaPo, 03/08/2018) 
Trump’s Meeting With Kim Jong-un Is Another Pledge to Do What Nobody Else Can (NYT, 
03/08/2018)  
Trump’s North Korea gambit blindsides U.S. diplomats (WaPo, 03/08/2018) 
Trump’s seat-of-his-pants style and lack of message control loom over meeting with Kim Jong Un 
(WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
U.S.-South Korea military exercises are on, despite Trump’s planned meeting with Kim. Here’s what 
will happen. (WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
U.S. not yet talking about 'negotiations' with N.K.: official (Yonhap, 03/09/2018) 
US, N. Korea go from threats to possible summit in a flash (WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
US officials say North Korea invites Trump to meet (CNN, 03/08/2018) 
What could go wrong? Pitfalls pose risks in Trump, Kim talks (WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
What Will Trump Give Up for Peace with North Korea? (NYT, 03/09/2018)  
White House: Trump Accepts North Korean Invitation for Talks (VOA, 03/08/2018) 
Why Congress is cautiously optimistic on Trump’s talks with North Korea (WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
Will Kim Jong Un — like every other dictator — sucker Trump? (WaPo, 03/09/2018) 
Wisecracks, cold noodles and soju: Is this what Trump could expect from a Kim summit? (CNN, 
03/09/2018) 
Word of Trump-Kim Summit Meeting Stirs Concern in Asia (NYT, 03/09/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 

●​ With the news today about a summit between KJU and Trump tentatively planned for the 
end of May, there has been much debate about the role of the US policy of “maximum 
pressure” through economic sanctions. The efficacy of the policy is difficult to evaluate, 
particularly since it often takes many months or even years for the full effect of sanctions to 
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play out. Whether the policy has been effective or not depends on, well, how you judge 
success or failure. (Benjamin Katzeff Silberstein, NK Econ Watch) 

●​ The news that President Trump had accepted an offer to meet KJU to talk about N.Korean 
denuclearization took many people by surprise. But this scenario may have been foretold. As 
Jeffrey Lewis, an expert on NK's nuclear program at the Middlebury Institute of International 
Studies at Monterey has noted, there was a preview of a similar line of events—in a N.Korean 
propaganda film aired years ago. (Adam Taylor, WaPo)​
As Lewis put it in tweets Thursday evening, the North Korean film “The Country I Saw” 
envisaged a scenario where “an American President visits Pyongyang, compelled by North 
Korea's nuclear and missile programs to treat a Kim as an equal.” 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU said if he meets US President Trump, there could be "great 
achievements," Seoul's presidential spokesman Kim Eui-kyeom said Fri. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

●​ NK is holding mandatory lectures for Workers’ Party executives to promote leader KJU’s 
decision to pursue the unification of the divided Koreas following a breakthrough in relations 
between NK and SK at the Pyeongchang Olympics, sources inside the country said. (Jieun 
Kim, Leejin Jun, Roseanne Gerin, RFA) 

●​ On Thurs., SK national security adviser announced that President Trump is willing to meet 
N.Korean leader KJU by the end of May. The stunning declaration follows months of divisive 
back-and-forth rhetoric between the two leaders that, at one point, led Trump to proclaim 
Kim is a “madman with nuclear weapons.” (Joby Warrick, Julie Vitkovskaya, WaPo) 

●​ If NK's women had the chance, they would also be saying #MeToo, according to a new 
report released on Thurs. that documents endemic sexual violence against N.Korean women 
and girls. Based on the testimony of more than 40 female defectors, a report by 
London-based Korea Future Initiative revealed that sexual assault and harassment are 
entrenched in all sectors of NK's "misogynistic" society. (Nicola Smith, Telegraph) 

 
In South Korea:​ 

●​ SK approved a plan to use a government fund to financially support NK's participation in the 
PyeongChang Winter Paralympics, the unification ministry said Fri. (Yonhap) 

●​ The chief of SK's state intelligence agency and a deputy national security adviser will visit 
Japan next week to brief the neighboring nation on the results of a visit to NL by a delegation 
of special envoys. (Yonhap) 

●​ The S.Korean minister in charge of NK affairs publicly spoke highly of the communist 
neighbor's leader KJU and his influential sister Fri., an assessment that reflects Pyongyang's 
surprising peace overtures. (Yonhap) 

●​ S.Korean President Moon said talks between the US and NK would mark a "historic 
milestone for establishing peace on the Korean Peninsula." (Jennie Oh, UPI) 

 
Inter-Korean Relationship: ​​ ​ 

●​ How the latest instance of inter-Korean rapprochement proceeds will provide observers 
with clues to determine where the involved parties actually stand in the above scenario. One 
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option is that Seoul will at some point stop its cooperative efforts towards NK to prevent a 
collision with existing sanctions, and Beijing will remain silent. That means we will be back to 
an unpleasant normal with more N.Korean nuclear and missile tests, US military maneuvers, 
and mutual threats and accusations. Or this might just be the beginning of the end of the 
post-1990 world order. (Ruediger Frank, 38North) 

 
International:​​​ ​​​ 

●​ The White House’s surprise announcement Thurs. that President Trump had agreed to meet 
N.Korean leader KJU “at a place and time to be determined” has upended expectations about 
how disarmament talks with the regime would unfold. (Paul Sonne, WaPo) 

●​ Donald Trump has agreed to meet N.Korean leader KJU before May, a S.Korean official said 
after a meeting at the White House. It would be the first time a sitting US president has met 
the leader of NK. The Guardian's Benjamin Haas gets the reactions of five analysts to this 
news. (Benjamin Haas, Guardian) 

●​ SK and the US plan to make a "major announcement" on NK on Thurs., officials said, after the 
two sides met over S.Korean officials' recent meeting with N.Korean leader KJU. (Yonhap) 

●​ US President Donald Trump and N.Korean leader KJU have agreed to meet by May to discuss 
the denuclearization of the regime, a S.Korean envoy said Thurs. SK's national security 
adviser, Chung Eui-yong, told reporters at the White House that Trump told him he would 
accept Kim's invitation to meet with him as soon as possible. (Yonhap) 

●​ As the leaders of the US and NK have made a surprise agreement to hold an unprecedented 
summit, expectations are growing for a breakthrough in the nuclear stalemate. (Koh 
Byung-joon, Yonhap) 

●​ China welcomed US President Donald Trump's plan to meet with N.Korean leader KJU on 
Fri., calling it a "positive" message and a step in the right direction. (Yonhap) 

●​ President Donald Trump caught the world by surprise late Thurs. with his stunning 
announcement that he would accept N.Korean dictator KJU's invitation to meet sometime 
between now and May. It is a massive, massive gamble—the likes of which we haven't seen 
from an American president, diplomatically speaking, but in retrospect, it actually makes 
perfect sense that Trump is willing to roll the dice on such a massive stage. The move to 
meet with Kim is actually something very close to the Platonic ideal of Trumpism. (Chris 
Cillizza, CNN) 

●​ Here are seven things Max Fisher learned in the past few years from covering NK diplomacy 
and, more recently, the Trump administration’s unusual approach to foreign policy. (Max 
Fisher, The Interpreter)  

●​ Here's a look at what may lie ahead in Trump-KJU summit and the challenges that remain. 
(AP) 

●​ Tokyo responded with caution and guarded optimism on NK's offer to hold denuclearization 
talks with the US, saying it will continue to impose maximum pressure on the reclusive 
regime. (Jennie Oh, UPI) 
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●​ Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said Fri. he appreciates NK's shift to talks for 
denuclearization but that maximum pressure will continue until Pyongyang takes concrete 
steps to give up nuclear weapons. (Yonhap) 

●​ A summit between NK and the US can lead to crisis as well as opportunity. Guaranteeing the 
regime’s security in return for denuclearization could be complicated. The US may have to 
remove strategic assets, including the nuclear umbrella, and even pull out soldiers from SK. 
A peace treaty between NK and the US is also an end to the security alliance between SK and 
the US. If NK’s nuclear capabilities are not completely and irreversibly dismantled, SK can 
come under a grave security danger. Unexpected bumps are to be expected. (Joongang Daily) 

●​ Australian authorities are investigating a Sydney-based property company accused of 
breaching United Nations sanctions on NK by brokering an illicit sale of coal, according to a 
confidential UN report seen by Reuters. (Michelle Nichols, Byron Kaye, Reuters) 

●​ President Donald Trump could become the first sitting US president to visit NK if plans for a 
summit with KJU hold. But other prominent US political figures have visited Pyongyang, NK’s 
capital, in the past, many with a similar goal of trying to stop its nuclear program. (Haruka 
Nuga, AP) 

●​ The presidential office Cheong Wa Dae denied a newspaper report Fri. that N.Korean leader 
KJU cracked a joke calling himself short and fat when he met with S.Korean special envoys 
earlier this week. (Yonhap) 

●​ China has welcomed the announcement that Trump and KJU are plotting an unprecedented 
summit to discuss NK’s weapons programmes but experts believe Beijing will also greet the 
news with trepidation and bitterness. (Tom Phillips, Daniel Hurst, Guardian) 

●​ If China and NK proclaim their relationship as being as “close as teeth and lips,” the US and 
SK’s relationship may be described as being as “close as fist and wrist.” The two countries, 
after being grafted together by the Korean War, are much more integrated and mutually 
dependent than most people realize. To put it simply, the Korean Ministry of Defense is an 
extension of the Pentagon and the Pentagon is very much dependent on SK as well as on the 
defense infrastructures of the US' key allies, such as Japan, the United Kingdom and 
Germany, to name just a few. (Tom Coyner, Joongang Daily) 

●​ If a summit between Trump and KJU really takes place in May, it will count as one of the 
most remarkable and unexpected pieces of theatre in diplomatic history. Having invested so 
much personal capital in the meetings, there is a significant danger of a backlash from either 
or both men if they do not get their way under the glare of international attention. (Julian 
Borger, Guardian) 

●​ Donald Trump has accepted an invitation from the N.Korean leader KJU, to hold an 
unprecedented summit meeting to discuss the future of the embattled regime’s nuclear and 
missile programme. (Julian Borger, ​Guardian) 

●​ President Donald Trump agreed to meet N.Korean leader KJU for denuclearization talks by 
May, a S.Korean envoy who facilitated communication between the two said Thurs. (Danielle 
Haynes, UPI) 

●​ Families of Japanese nationals who were abducted to NK are welcoming news of a planned 
summit between US President Trump and NK's KJU, according to a Japanese press report. 
(Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 
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●​ Acceptance of Kim's invitation means reversing a long string of threats and calumny Trump 
has heaped on the N.Korean leader—all of which he appeared to believe in devoutly until 
now. And that will require some remarkable and utterly uncharacteristic restraint. (David A. 
Andelman, CNN) 

●​ ​Donald Trump is “surprisingly” good at foreign policy, according to former Australian prime 
minister Paul Keating, who says the US was directionless under the previous three 
administrations. (Australian Associated Press) 

●​ President Donald Trump sent shock waves across the globe when he accepted an invitation 
from N.Korean dictator KJU for talks. No sitting US president has ever met with a leader 
from NK. The move represents the largest gamble to date for two truculent leaders who have 
engaged in a harrowing nuclear stare-down. It also caught presidential advisers  off-guard. 
(Kevin Liptak, CNN) 

●​ Not only would NK have to make a complete declaration of exiting stocks — we would also 
need a mechanism to access suspected sites, which is something NK has never agreed to. 
(David E. Sanger, NYT) 

●​ KJU entering talks is not a success in and of itself. The outcome and what tangible, verifiable 
change they may produce will matter far more, which will ultimately rely on Trump's ability 
to swing a coalition behind whatever emerges from these talks. This itself will be a far 
greater test. While looking for allies, Trump will be dogged by his past insults and the 
impending trade war he seems intent on triggering. He could find himself back in the ring 
with KJU, sparring again using innuendo and insults, with no one holding the towel in his 
corner. (Nic Robertson, CNN) 

●​ Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said on Fri. he confirmed in telephone talks with US 
President Donald Trump that the international community needed to continue to put 
maximum pressure on NK. (Reuters) 

●​ Japanese Defence Minister Itsunori Onodera said on Fri. NK must commit to abandoning 
nuclear development completely in order for meaningful talks to take place with Pyongyang. 
(Reuters) 

●​ Trump is not the first top US official to negotiate face to face with a Kim. At the end of Bill 
Clinton’s presidency, his secretary of state, Madeleine K. Albright, flew to Pyongyang, NK’s 
capital, and spent six hours trying to persuade Kim Jong-il to suspend his missile tests, with 
no progress. (Jane Perlez, NYT) 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU has expressed willingness to meet US President Trump for talks over 
denuclearization as soon as possible, S.Korean officials visiting Washington said, Fri. (Kim 
Rahn, Korea Times) 

●​ Given the stakes, risks and blowback that inevitably will accompany a Trump-Kim 
hamburger summit, a safer course, if indeed a summit is inevitable, would be to retain 
S.Korean involvement by securing an invitation for Trump to join the inter-Korean summit 
already announced for the end of Apr. at Panmunjom. S.Korean involvement would help 
address US staffing deficiencies while keeping denuclearization front and center, all the 
while blunting N.Korean efforts to drive a wedge in the US-SK alliance. (Scott A. Snyder, UPI) 

●​ Just by sitting down with President Trump, KJU would get what he craves the most: 
legitimacy. He wants to be treated as an equal by the global superpower, and a photo 
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opportunity with the most powerful leader in the free world would go a long way to helping 
him achieve that. (Anna Fifield, WaPo) 

●​ Markets in Asia moved up following the announcement from the White House that US 
President Trump plans to meet with NK's KJU. (Elizabeth Shim, UPI) 

●​ German Chancellor Angela Merkel said on Fri. there were reasons to be hopeful about the 
situation in NK, especially given progress towards talks between N.Korean leader KJU and 
US President Donald Trump. (Reuters) 

●​ Donald Trump loves to shake things up and do what presidents before him were unwilling to 
do, which is the simplest explanation for why he has accepted a proposal to meet with 
N.Korean leader KJU. Not only has there never been a meeting between the leaders of the 
two countries in the seven decades since the Korean War, there’s never even been a phone 
conversation. (Paul Waldman, WaPo) 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU has said President Moon will no longer have to wake up early in the 
morning and preside over national security council meetings to discuss missile launches by 
the communist nation, according to a presidential official. (Yonhap) 

●​ NK expressed its intention to have a candid dialogue with the US to discuss denuclearization 
and promised a moratorium on nuclear and ballistic missile tests during the period of talks, 
President Moon special envoy to Pyongyang said Tues. (Joongang Daily) 

●​ S.Korean conservatives have had two nightmare scenarios about President Trump: that he 
would either embroil their country in a ruinous war with NK or that he would sell out their 
interests to NK. Now, in a head-snapping display of incoherence, Trump has agreed to meet 
KJU, giving the worst human-rights abuser on the planet what he most wants: international 
legitimacy. (Max Boot, WaPo) 

●​ China has said it is "cheering on" NK and SK after they agreed to hold a leaders' summit on 
reducing tensions on the peninsula. But foreign ministry officials have cautioned it is too 
early to assume the talks will bring a lasting breakthrough on the central issue: nuclear 
weapons. (BBC) 

●​ US President Donald Trump's acceptance of meeting with N.Korean leader KJU raises the 
question of where this meeting would take place, as analysts generally agreed Trump should 
not hand KJU the public relations coup of a photo opportunity in the N.Korean capital, 
Pyongyang. Other options include more neutral grounds including SK, China, or Russia, the 
United Nations in Geneva or New York City, or the DMZ. (David Smith, Guardian) 

●​ Whether a meeting between KJU and Trump ever takes place remains to be seen. 
Nonetheless, talks between the US and NK in some form now seem likely. But 
denuclearization is unlikely. It’s doubtful NK would ever agree to give up its nuclear 
weapons, for a simple reason. The US cannot offer NK what it wants, which is a credible 
commitment not to threaten the regime in the future. Despite this, the US has plenty to gain 
from talks and has plenty of interests in NK beyond denuclearization. (Mark S. Bell, WaPo) 

●​ The Paralympics opens on Fri. in Pyeongchang in what will be the largest winter Games to 
date, as all eyes will likely be on the N.Korean athletes who arrived on Wed. as part of a 
24-member delegation. It will be the first time NK has participated in the Winter 
Paralympics, as part of a wider rapprochement on the Korean peninsula. (Benjamin Haas, 
Guardian) 
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●​ Defectors and human rights activists have expressed serious concerns about the sudden 
warming of ties across the Demilitarised Zone that has divided the Korean Peninsula since 
1953, with escapees in particular emphasising that Pyongyang cannot be trusted. (Julian 
Ryall, Telegraph) 

●​ The S.Korean delegation that went to NK may have heard a slightly more advanced position 
from Pyongyang. NK’s official media said that there was a “satisfying agreement.” But it 
seems to be for a breakthrough to ease sanctions and pressure, and the possibility of NK’s 
regime fundamentally changing its stance on the nuclear arsenal is small. The resolution of 
the nuclear issue can begin when sanctions are fully effective and NK’s attempts to change 
the situation fail. We haven’t reached that point yet. (Kim Byung-yeon, Joongang Daily) 

●​ We have long encouraged Mr. Trump to pursue negotiations to resolve the danger of NK’s 
nuclear weapons program, rather than threatening war, and the US should make the most of 
this opportunity. (The Editorial Board) 

●​ In another bizarre twist in modern politics, former NBA player Dennis Rodman is praising 
President Trump after the White House announced Trump had agreed to meet with 
N.Korean leader KJU for talks by the end of May. (Amy B. Wang, WaPo) 

●​ NK’s KJU joked about his image in international media while serving S.Korean officials local 
spirits and cold noodles during their unprecedented visit to Pyongyang this week, two 
S.Korean government sources said. (Christine Kim, Reuters) 

●​ N.Korean dictator KJU and President Donald Trump plan to meet in May for nuclear 
disarmament talks, a whiplash development that would put two leaders who’ve repeatedly 
insulted, threatened and dismissed each other in the same room, possibly in the N.Korean 
capital of Pyongyang. (Foster Klug, AP) 

●​ By stunning the world after seven decades of war and enmity, the projected face-to-face 
rendezvous between US President Donald Trump and N.Korean leader KJU would 
immediately take its place in the historic pantheon of electrifying summits between sworn 
foes. (Associated Press) 

●​ In a brief and impromptu visit to the White House briefing room late Thurs. afternoon, 
President Trump previewed a major announcement that night from S.Korean leaders. Shortly 
after 7 p.m., those leaders said Trump had agreed to meet with N.Korean dictator KJU. Then, 
after an unexplained delay, the White House itself confirmed it. (Aaron Blake, WaPo) 

●​ No sitting president has ever met—or even spoken on the phone—with a N.Korean leader. 
Here’s a look at previous attempts at dialogue and how the possible summit meeting 
between Mr. Trump and Mr. Kim came about. (Austin Ramzy, Emily Cochrane, NYT) 

●​ This article from the Guardian gives the full transcript of the announcement of the meeting 
of KJU and US President Donald Trump, as given by SK's national security office chief, Chung 
Eui-yong, as well as the US response to this announcement. (Guardian) 

●​ President Donald Trump's stunning decision to meet KJU sets up the prospect of the most 
mind-boggling diplomatic summit in modern history. The meeting, announced by a S.Korean 
delegation at the White House on Thurs. night, would, if it goes ahead, mark an unmatched 
moment of history in the 70-year standoff between the US and the isolated state. (Stephen 
Collinson, Nicole Gaouette, CNN) 

●​ Not only has Moon steered two headstrong, erratic adversaries away from a military conflict 
that could have been devastating for his nation, he has maneuvered the Trump 
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administration into pursuing negotiations that it has long resisted. But it is unclear if he has 
a specific deal in mind to resolve the standoff and he will soon have to surrender control 
again to Trump and KJU. (Choe Sang-hun, NYT) 

●​ The surprise announcement made Thurs. night at the White House that N.Korean leader KJU 
had invited President Trump for a sit-down meeting (and that Trump had accepted) sets the 
stage for a historic gather between two leaders who appeared to be at a nuclear-warheads 
draw not six months ago, especially since no sitting US president has ever met with a sitting 
N.Korean leader. Regardless of the motivations of each of the leaders, the opportunity is real. 
As is the peril. (Chris Cillizza, CNN) 

●​ US President Donald Trump's decision to meet with N.Korean leader KJU "was not a surprise 
in any way," US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said Fri., less than a day after the top US 
diplomat said conditions were not yet ripe for negotiations with NK. (Laura Smith-Spark, 
Euan McKirdy, CNN) 

●​ Secretary of State Rex Tillerson drew a fine line Fri. between talks and negotiations with NK, 
suggesting large differences in expectations for both. (Carol Morello, WaPo) 

●​ US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson drew a distinction Fri. between “talks” with NK and 
“negotiations,” arguing that President Donald Trump’s willingness to chat with KJU shouldn’t 
be construed as anything more than that. (Josh Lederman, AP) 

●​ The US has expressed surprise at the "dramatic" shift in stance by KJU that has seen 
President Donald Trump agree to talks. US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said it would take 
"some weeks" to set up a meeting, due to take place by May. Trump hailed "great progress" 
but said sanctions would remain in place. (BBC) 

●​ Talks between US President Trump and N.Korean leader KJU will take some weeks to 
arrange, US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said on Fri. (Reuters) 

●​ In a dramatic shift in geopolitics, US President Donald Trump accepted an invitation from 
N.Korean leader KJU to meet for talks about denuclearization, and a summit will be held by 
May. (Sarah Kim, Joongang Daily) 

●​ After months of trading insults and threats of nuclear annihilation, President Donald Trump 
agreed to meet with N.Korean leader KJU by the end of May to negotiate an end to 
Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons program, S.Korean and US officials said Thurs. No sitting US 
president has ever met with a N.Korean leader. (Matthew Pennington, AP) 

●​ President Donald Trump said SK will be making a “major statement” about NK on Thurs. 
evening. He spoke after S.Korean officials briefed the White House on the outcome of their 
pathfinding meeting with N.Korean leader KJU. (Matthew Pennington, AP) 

●​ The first inkling that something big was afoot on NK came from President Trump himself: He 
popped his head into the White House briefing room late Thurs. afternoon to tease a “major 
statement” coming soon—from S.Korean officials. Within hours came the remarkable news 
that after years of brinksmanship and threats of mutual obliteration, Trump had agreed to sit 
down with NK’s KJU—a man he’s long derided as “Little Rocket Man.” (Jill Colvin, AP) 

●​ US President Donald Trump’s surprise acceptance of an invitation to meet with N.Korean 
leader KJU in Pyongyang “by May” to discuss ending the NK's threatening nuclear program 
was met with a mixture of cautious optimism and skepticism. (VOA) 

●​ President Trump has agreed to meet with N.Korean leader KJU for talks by the end of May, 
an extraordinary development following months of heightened nuclear tension during which 
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the two leaders exchanged frequent military threats and insults. (Anna Fifield, David 
Nakamura, Seung Min Kim, WaPo) 

●​ President Donald Trump has agreed to meet with N.Korean leader KJU by May, the White 
House and the S.Korean national security adviser said Thurs. evening. (Jeremy Diamond, 
CNN) 

●​ US President Donald Trump agreed to meet N.Korean leader KJU because Kim is the 
ultimate decision-maker in his country, a senior administration official said on Thurs. 
(Reuters) 

●​ Very little is known about US President Donald Trump's plans to meet with N.Korean leader 
KJU except that the historic moment will happen before May. There's no word on who will 
attend the meeting, other than the two leaders and where the meeting will be held. (Ben 
Westcott, CNN) 

●​ Trump’s acceptance to meet KJU is especially surprising given the insults that the two have 
fired at each other. Here are some of the most notable things Mr. Trump and Mr. Kim have 
said about each other. (Matt Stevens, NYT)  

●​ SK has announced a major breakthrough in tensions on the Korean peninsula as senior 
officials who recently met KJU passed a message from him to US President Donald Trump, in 
which he asked for talks and committed to giving up NK's nuclear weapons. This article from 
the BBC contains the statement delivered by SK's national security chief Chung Eui-yong in 
full. (BBC) 

●​ When SK's national security adviser stood on the front lawn of the White House and 
delivered the news that NK's KJU and US President Donald Trump would meet by May, a 
piece of history was made. But analyst Ankit Panda's dissection of that moment and the 
extraordinary statement shows that all may not be as it seems. (BBC) 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU has invited Donald Trump to meet him, an invitation the US leader has 
said he will accept. The shock announcement was made by senior S.Korean officials in 
Washington, who passed on a letter from the N.Korean leader. They said KJU had also agreed 
to halt nuclear and missile tests and was "committed to denuclearization". (BBC) 

●​ One of President Trump's biggest foreign policy wins as president came back in August when 
the UN Security Council voted unanimously, including frequent holdouts China and Russia, 
to impose new sanctions on NK. More sanctions soon followed, as did a thawing of relations 
between NK and SK at the recent S.Korean Olympic Games. And through it all, Trump has 
gotten credit for real progress on the NK threat, including from some critics. Now Trump is 
jumping headlong into the situation—and with little guarantee of continued success. (Aaron 
Blake, WaPo) 

●​ Richard Wolffe believes that there is one clear thing about this "half-baked idea": "Trump is 
more likely to spill his guts about classified intelligence than he is to get the upper hand with 
any kind of meaningful deal." (Richard Wolffe, Guardian) 

●​ US President Donald Trump said he will meet N.Korean leader KJU by May for talks about 
denuclearization, according to S.Korean President Moon’s special envoy. (Sarah Kim, 
Joongang Daily) 

●​  US President Trump has agreed to meet with N.Korean leader KJU “by May” to discuss 
ending the NK's threatening nuclear program. NK’s openness to talks has been received with 
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a mix of cautious optimism and skepticism, and it is unclear that the US and NK can agree 
what the goal of the denuclearization talks should be. (Brian Padden, VOA) 

●​ President Donald Trump will accept an invitation to meet N.Korean leader KJU at a place and 
time to be determined, White House spokeswoman Sarah Sanders said on Thurs. (Reuters) 

●​ For the moment, at least, it appears to be a clear-cut victory—the biggest foreign policy win 
of his young administration. President Trump has brought his arch-nemesis, N.Korean leader 
KJU, a.k.a. “Little Rocket Man,” to the table to negotiate away his nuclear arsenal. (Karen 
DeYoung, WaPo) 

●​ Shocking and yet somehow not surprising, Trump’s decision to do what no other sitting 
president has done and meet in person with a N.Korean leader reflects an audacious and 
supremely self-confident approach to international affairs. Trump has repeatedly claimed 
that he can achieve what has eluded every other occupant of his office through the force of 
his own personality. So far, he has little to show for that. (Peter Baker, NYT) 

●​ President Trump’s high-wire gambit to accept a meeting with N.Korean leader KJU sets off a 
scramble among US officials to assemble a team capable of supporting a historic summit of 
longtime adversaries and determine a viable engagement strategy. (Paul Sonne, John 
Hudson, WaPo) 

●​ President Trump has agreed to meet KJU, a decision that reportedly surprised US diplomats 
and set about a preparation panic. Suddenly, we have an unwieldy and bellicose US president 
set to meet with an unwieldy and bellicose foreign dictator—to discuss nuclear weapons, no 
less. Nobody knows quite what to expect. But here's what we can say about Trump's brand of 
diplomacy, based upon evidence. (Aaron Blake, WaPo) 

●​ As the White House prepares for what could be the first meeting between a sitting US 
president and a N.Korean leader, the US and S.Korean militaries will carry out exercises that 
Pyongyang has long called provocative but now appears to accept. (Dan Lamothe, WaPo) 

●​ The US is not talking about "negotiations" at this point in seeking an unprecedented summit 
with NK, a senior US official said Fri., adding that it is too early to discuss how to inspect or 
verify the reclusive state's nuclear program. (Yonhap) 

●​ President Donald Trump accepting a reported offer to meet with N.Korean leader KJU is a 
stunning turn of events after a year of heated verbal warfare that included crude insults and 
mutual threats of nuclear attacks and it remains to be seen whether a summit will take place 
or lead to a meaningful breakthrough. (Associated Press) 

●​ NK has invited President Donald Trump to meet their leader KJU according to a senior US 
official and a former US senior official. (Jeremy Diamond, CNN) 

●​ If Trump doesn’t play his cards wisely, and if his decision to accept KJU’s summit offer was as 
hasty as the details out in public now suggest, he could risk unnecessarily elevating KJU’s 
global status, setting up a diplomatic breakdown, and rushing other—possibly 
military—action to make up for it. (Eric Talmadge, AP) 

●​ The unanswered question going forward is what the US  is willing to put on the table for a 
negotiation. In years of dealing with North Korea, I have learned that the regime never gives 
anything away for free. (Victor Cha, NYT) 

●​ The White House says President Donald Trump has accepted an invitation to talks from 
N.Korean dictator KJU, but that all sanctions against NK will stay in place. (Ken Schwartz, 
VOA) 
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●​ President Trump hasn't given Congress a lot to feel confident about lately, especially when it 
comes to dealmaking. Republicans are vehemently opposed to the tariffs he just announced 
on steel and aluminum imports, and Democrats blame Trump's inability to make a decision 
on a recent “dreamer” deal falling apart. But on one of Trump’s most consequential and risky 
dealmaking endeavors yet, direct talks with the nuclear-armed pariah state of NK, Congress 
seems to be cautiously optimistic that Trump can handle it. (Amber Phillips, WaPo) 

●​ The Post reported that NK’s belligerent leader, KJU, has asked President Trump for talks and 
Trump has agreed to meet him “by May,” SK’s national security adviser said at the White 
House Thurs. after delivering the invitation to the US president. Some analysts say that Kim 
is suddenly interested in talks because the sanctions are beginning to hurt and because he is 
genuinely afraid of US military strikes. But others say that he’s feeling more confident than 
ever. In November, KJU declared that he had “completed” his missile program and is now 
ready to deal with the US—on an equal footing, as nuclear state to nuclear state. (Jennifer 
Rubin, WaPo) 

●​ KJU's meeting with S.Korean officials in Pyongyang earlier this week has given a rare insight 
into the N.Korean leader's style and hospitality. Should he find himself in Pyongyang, Trump, 
who has spent the last year insulting Kim, could add to the jovial atmosphere. (Euan McKirdy, 
Jungeun Kim, CNN) 

●​ As Trump accepts an offer from KJU to discuss the country’s nuclear program, another fear 
is looming: that Trump might offer concessions that the North’s Asian neighbors would find 
unpalatable, or, if the talks fail, resort to a military option. (Mokoto Rich, NYT) 

--------------------------------------- 
Prepared by Jinny Ahn, HRNK Research Intern 
 

——————————————————— 
Saturday, March 10, 2018 

 
 

Talks with North Korea are a zero-sum game. Here’s how to play 
it.; Little Rocket Man's Great Big Summit Scam; Human Rights 

Questions Loom Over Possible US-North Korea Summit 
 
Top News: 
Talks with North Korea are a zero-sum game. Here’s how to play it. (Washington Post, 03/09/2018) 
Little Rocket Man's Great Big Summit Scam (PJ Media​, 03/09/2018) 
 
In North Korea: 
[Photo] North Korean real estate market opening as authorities eye bribe proceeds (DailyNK, 
03/10/2018) 
[Video] North Korean customers demanding change in dollars and yuan for small purchases 
(DailyNK, 03/10/2018) 
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He Had the Treasonous Uncle Killed, but He Forgave the Disloyal Chef (NYTimes, 03/09/2018) 
N. Korea's state media continues usual confrontational tactics despite possible summit with U.S. 
(Yonhap, 03/10/2018) 
North Korean foreign minister to visit Sweden, Swedish newspaper says (Reuters, 03/09/2018) 
North Korean state media quiet on Kim Jong Un's overtures to Trump (Reuters, 03/09/2018) 
Plumes Seen at Plutonium Plant May Belie Kim’s Disarmament Talk (NYTimes, 03/09/2018) 
Soju and jokes: how ‘rocket man’ Kim boosted chances of meeting Trump (Guardian, 03/09/2018) 
Why Making North Korea Nuclear-Free Will Be So Hard (NYTimes, 03/09/2018) 
 
In South Korea:​ 
S. Korean Foreign Minister to visit U.S. next week to discuss N.K. issues (Yonhap, 03/10/2018) 
 
International: 
A Trump ‘deal’ with Kim Jong-un would only help a despicable regime survive (Guardian, 
03/09/2018) 
Australia must retain sanctions on North Korea, Turnbull says (Guardian, 03/09/2018) 
Commentary: What critics of North Korea summit get wrong (Reuters, 03/09/2018) 
Damage control at White House to reverse Trump’s stunning blunder (Washington Post, 03/09/2018) 
Defense hawks aren't sure what to make of Trump's North Korea meeting (CNN, 03/09/2018) 
Dennis Rodman on Trump-Kim meeting: I said doors would open (Guardian, 03/09/2018) 
Donald Trump to meet Kim Jong-un: President says 'deal very much in the making' after day of 
mixed messages (Telegraph, 03/10/2018) 
Envoy gave Trump 'special message' from Kim: official (Yonhap, 03/10/2018) 
Hidden Risks Seen in Trump’s High-Stakes Decision to Meet With Kim Jong Un (VOA, 03/09/2018) 
How the last attempt at peace talks with North Korea made the situation worse (Telegraph, 
03/09/2018) 
How South Korea triggered Trump's flip from 'fire and fury' to 'call me maybe' (CNN, 03/09/2018) 
How would Trump negotiate with 'little rocket man'? Here's what we know (CNN, 03/09/2018) 
Human Rights Questions Loom Over Possible US-North Korea Summit (VOA, 03/09/2018) 
In state media, China presents itself as crucial to U.S.-North Korea talks (Reuters, 03/10/2018) 
In Trump’s decision on North Korea, the world glimpses a president who is his own diplomat, 
negotiator and strategist (Washington Post, 03/09/2018) 
​Long sought by North Korea, summit holds risks for Trump administration(Reuters, 03/09/2018) 
Neutral ground or dramatic backdrop? Where Donald Trump and Kim Jong-un could meet 
(Telegraph, 03/09/2018) 
Olive branch may beat big stick when it comes to North Korea (CNN, 03/09/2018) 
Planning Begins for Kim Jong-un Meeting Some Trump Aides Believe Will Never Happen(NYTimes, 
03/09/2018) 
President Trump’s North Korea Gamble (NYTimes, 03/09/2018) 
Republican candidate's North Korea experience may not be all he claims (Guardian, 03/10/2018) 
Russia's Lavrov says a Trump-Kim meeting step in right direction (Reuters, 03/09/2018) 
Search is on for the best summit site for Trump, Kim (Washington Post, 03/10/2018) 
Showman Trump abandons cautious Obama approach to North Korea (Reuters, 03/09/2018) 
South Korean envoy gave Trump 'special message' from Kim (Korea Times, 03/10/2018) 
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The big unknown in a Trump-Kim meeting? Location, location, location. (Washington Post, 
03/09/2018) 
The deal Trump mustn't make with North Korea (CNN, 03/09/2018) 
The White House sounds like it might have cold feet about Trump meeting Kim Jong Un(Washington 
Post, 03/09/2018) 
This isn't the first time Pyongyang has flirted with denuclearization (CNN, 03/09/2018) 
Tillerson Says N. Korea Talks Trump's Idea, Downplays Exclusion of State Department (VOA, 
03/09/2018) 
Top S. Korea, U.S. security advisers meet over Trump-Kim summit (Yonhap, 03/10/2018) 
Trump-Kim summit fans Japan fears of being sidelined on North Korea (Reuters, 03/09/2018) 
Trump-Kim talks: US signals hardline stance as it scrambles to define position (Guardian, 
03/09/2018) 
Trump, Xi commit to dialogue, denuclearization: White House (Reuters, 03/09/2018) 
Trump is right to negotiate with North Korea. But he needs a plan. (Washington Post, 03/09/2018) 
Trump isn't the first US President to get a North Korean invite. But he's the first to accept. (CNN, 
03/09/2018) 
Trump promised this kind of presidency — unpredictable, ad hoc and impulsive (Washington Post, 
03/10/2018) 
Trump says China’s Xi approves of his North Korea strategy (Washington Post, 03/10/2018) 
Trump will meet with Kim Jong Un. Nixon and Reagan have some advice. (Washington Post, 
03/09/2018) 
U.S. demands 'concrete actions' before summit with N. Korea (Yonhap, 03/10/2018) 
U.S. made 'zero concessions' to get North Korea to seek talks: Pence (Reuters, 03/09/2018) 
US Military, Intel Officials Cautious About N. Korean Overtures (VOA, 03/09/2018) 
US President Trump Agrees to Summit With North Korea’s Kim (RFA, 03/09/2018) 
White House: 'Concrete Steps' Must Precede Any Trump, Kim Meeting (VOA, 03/09/2018) 
White House puts an asterisk on Trump, Kim Jong Un meeting (CNN, 03/09/2018) 
White House says Trump-Kim meeting contingent on ‘concrete, verifiable actions’ by Pyongyang 
(Washington Post, 03/09/2018) 
White House sends mixed messages on talks with North Korea (Washington Post, 03/09/2018) 
Xi says appreciates Trump's desire to resolve North Korea issue politically (Reuters, 03/09/2018) 
 
Top News: 

●​ HRNK founding member and board member, Dr. Nicholas Eberstadt, analyzes talks with NK 
as a “zero-sum game” in this Washington Post opinion article. He outlines and discusses the 
standard N.Korean negotiation tactics, which include agenda control, disappearance of the 
agreement, redefinition of key terms, and no “win-win” solutions. He follows it up with a few 
guidelines and general suggestions that could be followed by “Team West” for high-level 
meetings with NK, including not meeting in Pyongyang, adding its own agenda items, calling 
out the opposite party for bad faith, no good-faith concessions, and walking away from any 
bad deals. (Nicholas Eberstadt, Washington Post) 

●​ According to author Claudia Rosett, KJU's plan for a summit, a plan that is now being widely 
hailed as a historic step forward and a triumph for Trump's campaign of coralling Pyongyang 
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with "maximum pressure" is actually KJU is gaming the mighty US. While she does not 
discredit the historic nature of the plan, she also warns that there is an enormous hazard 
that it's a step right into the same old N.Korean trap. (Claudia Rosett, PJ Media) 

 
In North Korea: 

●​ The real estate market in NK is poised for further growth this spring as sources inside the 
country report that construction companies continue to bribe officials for land permits. As a 
direct result, the production and sale of construction materials is also on the rise. (Seol Song 
Ah, DailyNK) 

●​ The use of US dollars and Chinese yuan not only for wholesale but also retail transactions in 
NK’s markets has become so commonplace that most local merchants now believe it is 
necessary to keep smaller denominations of these currencies on hand at all times, Daily NK's 
sources report. "People in the markets are now saying, 'When shopping, using foreign 
currency is the morally right thing to do'" and "attempting to use N.Korean currency when 
purchasing over 50,000 KPW worth of goods usually elicits verbal abuse from the merchant, 
who will insist on payment in dollars." (Seol Song Ah, DailyNK) 

●​ KJU remains an enigma. He is thought to have ordered the executions of disloyal 
subordinates including his own uncle. But a handful of acquaintances including former 
school friends and family members who defected to the West have offered details of his life 
that also suggest a more forgiving personality. (Megan Specia, NYTimes) 

●​ Even after a historic announcement that US President Trump will meet N.Korean leader KJU 
for the first time as a sitting president, Pyongyang continued Sat. to denounce the US for its 
sanctions and vowed never to bow to the pressure, as an opinion piece appeared Sat. in the 
Rodong Sinmun stating that the regime won't bow to "military power, sanctions or blockade." 
(Yonhap) 

●​ N.Korean Foreign Minister Ri Yong Ho will visit Sweden in the near future and meet with his 
Swedish counterpart, Margot Wallstrom, the Swedish newspaper Dagens Nyheter reported 
on Fri., citing sources. (​Reuters) 

●​ N.Korean leader KJU’s sudden overtures to Washington are making headlines around the 
world. Almost everywhere, it seems, except NK. N.Korean media noted a visit by a senior 
delegation from SK earlier this week but it appeared to have had no major coverage of Kim’s 
invitation to meet US President Trump or S.Korean President Moon to discuss the future of 
Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons program. (Haejin Choi, Heekyong Yang, Reuters) 

●​ NK appears to be making new nuclear bomb fuel, satellite imagery shows, even as its leader, 
KJU, has expressed willingness to negotiate atomic disarmament with President Trump. 
(William J. Broad, NYTimes) 

●​ The rapprochement began with a New Year's speech, when Kim extended an olive branch to 
SK by offering to send athletes to the winter Olympics in Pyeongchang. Over the next 
month, officials from the two sides spoke for the first time in more than two years and met 
to discuss details and logistics, leading to an exchange of envoys from both Pyongyang and 
Seoul after the conclusion of the Olympic Games. (Benjamin Haas, Guardian)  
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