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ABOUT THE COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS IN NORTH KOREA

The Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK) is the leading U.S.-based
nonpartisan, non-governmental organization (NGO) in the field of North Korean human
rights research and advocacy, tasked with focusing international attention on human rights
abuses in that country. It is HRNK’s mission to persistently remind policymakers, opinion
leaders, and the general public that more than 20 million North Koreans need our
attention. Since its establishment in October 2001, HRNK has played an important
intellectual leadership role in North Korean human rights issues by publishing over 50
major reports (available at https:/www.hrnk.org/documentation/). Recent HRNK reports
have addressed issues including North Korea’s overseas workers, the influx of outside
information into North Korea and the regime’s response, the health and human rights of
North Korean children, and North Korea’s political prison camps.

HRNK is the first and only NGO that solely focuses on North Korean human rights issues to
receive consultative status at the United Nations (UN). It was also the first organization to
propose that the human rights situation in North Korea be addressed by the UN Security
Council. HRNK was directly and actively involved in all stages of the process supporting the
work of the UN Commission of Inquiry (COI) on North Korean human rights. Its reports
have been cited numerous times in the report of the COI, the reports of the UN Special
Rapporteur on North Korean human rights, a report by the UN Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, two reports of the UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, and several U.S. Department of State Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Human Rights Reports. HRNK has also regularly been invited to provide expert testimony
before the U.S. Congress.
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FOREWORD

After its establishment in 2001, the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK)
has assumed intellectual leadership of researching, investigating and reporting on the
North Korean human rights situation. In addition to our reporting, HRNK has conducted
robust outreach to think tanks, universities, civil society organizations, U.S. Government
agencies, Congressional offices, members of the European Parliament, members of the
South Korean National Assembly and the Japanese Diet as well as the UN, especially since
acquiring UN ECOSOC consultative status in April 2018.

As HRNK embarked on a mission to find out and tell the truth about North Korea’s human
rights violations, our organization has relied on youthful energy and enthusiasm rather
than large budgets. HRNK has trained around 450 interns over the past 14 years. Our
research interns execute multiple tasks. One product that keeps attention constantly
focused on our work and mission is our Daily Press, a daily compilation of relevant articles
on Korean peninsula issues. This is entirely the mission of our interns, who take turns and
work in teams to ensure not a single day is missed.

The Daily Press requires effort, discipline, and teamwork. HRNK Managing Editor Albert
Buixadé Farré had the brilliant idea of collecting and categorizing all headlines of the daily
press issued throughout a calendar year and publishing them in one volume. He
subsequently worked with HRNK research intern Samantha Garcia, executing the first
project of this kind for our organization. This will be an essential tool, meant to enable
researchers and students of North Korea to get a firm grip on the timeline, nature, and
implications of relevant developments throughout a given calendar year.

The first report “Year in Review - North Korea and the World” covers calendar year 2023.
This is a pilot project, aimed to charter the way forward for reports covering other calendar
years, to be produced and published in rapid succession.

Greg Scarlatoiu
President and CEO

Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK)
June 18, 2025
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YEAR IN REVIEW

The 2023 Year in Review report series offers a comprehensive overview of the evolving
landscape of North Korean human rights through three pivotal reports.

First, North Korea and the World: A Year in Headlines presents a curated collection of news
archives, capturing global and regional developments related to North Korea. This archive
provides context for our work and for the work of those in related fields and ensures
significant events are documented and verified.

Second, Eyes on North Korea: Essays on Human Rights (forthcoming) features insightful
essays and opinion pieces from diverse contributors, including young professionals, HRNK
interns, and experts. This collection offers a range of perspectives and in-depth analyses on
specific political and human rights issues, enriching the discourse and broadening the
understanding of North Korean human rights.

The third and final report, HRNK in Action: Research, Advocacy, Impact, (forthcoming)
introduces HRNK’s board, staff, and interns, and provides a comprehensive overview of our
activities over the past year. This includes details about the events we have attended and
hosted, the reports we have published, and highlights from our social media.

Together, these reports offer a thorough understanding of our work and the broader
context in which we operate. They serve as a valuable resource for academics,
policymakers, advocates, and anyone interested in the ongoing efforts to address human
rights issues in North Korea.



INTRODUCTION
A. OVERVIEW

The Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK) is dedicated to providing
comprehensive and up-to-date information on developments related to North Korea
through our daily email digests. This report consolidates an entire year’s worth of
monitoring into a single, accessible document, offering valuable insights for the general
public and researchers.

The report is divided into three distinct parts:
e Part I: A concise one-page executive summary offering a snapshot of the year’s key
events and trends.
e Part II: A ten-page chronological account, organized by topic, providing a more
detailed overview of the events of 2023.
e Part IIl: The complete collection of daily news digests, spanning eight hundred
pages, preserving the original content for in-depth research and reference.

By organizing the information in this manner, we strive to accommodate various
preferences for detail and to enhance the utility of the report for all readers.

B. SCOPE OF NEWS COVERED

HRNK staff compile a daily list of news articles focused on North Korea, its relations, key
developments in the U.S.-South Korea relationship, and significant domestic events in
South Korea. Most of the news is sourced from the following outlets:

NK News: North Korea News
Korea JoongAng Daily

The Korea Times
The Korea Herald

CNN

The National Interest

North Korea Leadership Watch
North Korea Economic Watch
Radio Free Asia The New York Times

38 North PIIE. _ Peterson __ Institute  for
BBC International Economics

The Guardian UPI: United Press International
The Daily Telegraph VOA: Voice of America

Reuters The Washington Post

Associated Press News HRNK Insider



https://www.nknews.org/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www2/index.asp
https://www.koreaherald.com/
https://www.rfa.org/english/
https://www.38north.org/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/international
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.reuters.com/
https://apnews.com/
https://edition.cnn.com/
https://nationalinterest.org/
https://www.nkleadershipwatch.org/
https://www.nkeconwatch.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/all-access?campaignId=8QKRF&ds_c=71700000105584841&site=google&network=g&campaign_id=19611019378&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwm5e5BhCWARIsANwm06jFOkh6bPuk94hNUWB95cS1w8S6_D5z713SSqeAVoCml1pymj8Szi8aAnBKEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.piie.com/
https://www.piie.com/
https://www.upi.com/
https://www.voanews.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.hrnkinsider.org/

PART I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In 2023, North Korea remained a highly isolated state, marked by ongoing military
advancements, limited diplomatic outreach, and cautious economic recovery. The country’s
human rights situation remained a key concern, with the UN Security Council holding two
major discussions on the issue, though no resolutions were passed due to opposition from
China and Russia. The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights reiterated calls for
referring North Korea to the International Criminal Court for systematic human rights
violations.

Militarily, North Korea escalated missile tests, which it claimed were in response to joint
U.S.-South Korea military exercises. These tests included successful trials of solid-fuel
ICBMs and the Hwasong-18 ICBM, and showcased advanced weapons like hypersonic glide
vehicles and UAVs in military parades. North Korea also attempted to launch
reconnaissance satellites twice, succeeding in November, signaling its growing
technological capabilities. Despite these advancements, inter-Korean relations worsened
with North Korea’s rejection of South Korea’s offers for dialogue and escalating tensions
over missile tests.

Economically, North Korea's economy showed signs of gradual recovery amid ongoing
sanctions. Kim Jong-un’s January address prioritized agricultural productivity,
infrastructure improvement, and self-sufficiency. The country expanded Economic
Development Zones and renewable energy initiatives. Trade with China resumed in late
2022, with North Korea’s exports to China reaching $267 million by November 2023, the
highest since 2018.

Diplomatically, North Korea welcomed Russian and Chinese delegations in July, marking the
70th anniversary of the Korean War armistice. In September, Kim Jong-un visited
Vladivostok, where North Korea agreed to supply artillery to Russia in exchange for
advanced military technology, including satellite launch support. While travel to North
Korea remained heavily restricted, China resumed issuing visas for business-related travel,
though tourism remained suspended.

Overall, 2023 for North Korea was characterized by significant military strides, strategic
partnerships with China and Russia, and incremental economic recovery amid stringent
sanctions. However, the country remained economically and diplomatically isolated, with
deepening tensions and a lack of substantial progress in inter-Korean relations. North
Korea's focus on military self-reliance and selective international engagements
underscored its strategy of fortifying security while navigating global isolation. The
continued strain in its relationships with the U.S. and South Korea further heightened
regional instability.



PART II. CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

A. IN NORTH KOREA

HUMAN RIGHTS

March 2023, UNSC Arria-formula Meeting: The UN security council held an
Arria-formula meeting on human rights issues and a formal debate in August to
discuss human rights concerns in North Korea since 2017. Due to China and Russia’s
opposition, the council could not adopt any resolutions. An Arria-formula UNSC
meeting is an informal, off-the-record meeting without the need for formal
resolutions or decisions.

August 2023, Nine Years After the Commission of Inquiry: Nine years after the
2014 Commission of Inquiry report recommended the UN Security Council refer the
situation in North Korea to the International Criminal Court, the UN High
Commission of Human Rights restated the same recommendation.

MILITARY ACTIVITY

February 18, 2023, ICBM Launch: North Korea launched an intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM), which fell into the Sea of Japan. This test was seen as a direct
challenge to recent joint military exercises by South Korea and the United States.
March 13-23, 2023, Artillery Drills: North Korea conducted a series of artillery drills
in response to the joint military exercises held by South Korea and the United
States, which it perceived as a threat to its sovereignty.

March 16, 2023, Failed ICBM Launch: North Korea launched a presumed failed
ICBM, identified as the Hwasong-17, which traveled about 1,000 kilometers before
landing in the Sea of Japan.

March 24, 2023, ICBM Launch: North Korea successfully launched an ICBM that
reached an altitude of 6,000 kilometers, traveled 1,080 kilometers in 71 minutes, and
landed in waters off Japan's western coast, according to Japan's Defense Ministry.
April 13th, 2023, ICBM Launch: North Korea launched a new type of solid-fuel
ICBM, marking a significant advancement in its missile capabilities. This test was
particularly notable due to the potential for quicker launch times compared to
liquid-fueled missiles.

10



April 25, 2023, Military Parade: A large military parade was held to commemorate
the founding of the Korean People’s Army. The parade showcased new weapons,
including advanced missile systems and UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles).

May 4, 2023, Launch of SRBMs: North Korea launched a series of short-range
ballistic missiles (SRBMs) into the Sea of Japan. These tests were interpreted as a
response to ongoing military exercises by South Korea and the United States.

May 30-31, 2023, Attempted aunch of Military Satellite: North Korea attempted to
launch a military reconnaissance satellite, "Malligyong-1," using a Chollima-1 rocket.
The launch failed due to an issue with the rocket’s second stage, causing the payload
to fall into the Yellow Sea.

July 5, 2023, Launch of SRBMs: North Korea launched two SRBMs into the Sea of
Japan. The missiles traveled approximately 600 kilometers before landing in the sea.
This test was seen as a response to joint military exercises by South Korea and the
United States.

July 14, 2023, Launch of ICBM: North Korea tested its latest Hwasong-18 ICBM,
which state media described as the core of its nuclear strike force, highlighting its
74-minute flight—the longest for any North Korean missile—achieved through lofted
trajectories in the second and third stages for safety.

July 19, 2023, Launch of Cruise Missiles: North Korea tested two long-range cruise
missiles, which flew for over two hours in patterns simulating evasive maneuvers
before hitting their targets. These tests demonstrated advancements in North
Korea's cruise missile technology and its ability to conduct prolonged flights with
precision.

August 24, 2023, Attempted Launch of Military Satellite: North Korea made a
second attempt to launch the "Malligyong-1" military reconnaissance satellite using
the same Chollima-1 rocket. This attempt also failed due to a problem with the
third-stage booster, resulting in the satellite not reaching its intended orbit.
September 2, 2023, SRBM Tests: North Korea conducted a series of SRBM tests.
Several missiles were launched into the Sea of Japan, demonstrating North Korea's
continued focus on advancing its missile technology.

September 9, 2023, Military Parade: To commemorate the 75th anniversary of its
founding, North Korea held a large-scale military parade in Pyongyang. The parade
showcased new military hardware, including advanced missile systems and other
strategic weapons.

September 28, 2023, Test of Hypersonic Glide Vehicle: North Korea claimed to have
successfully tested a hypersonic glide vehicle, which can evade missile defenses and
deliver warheads with high precision. This was part of its broader strategy to
develop advanced weapons technology.

November 3, 2023, Launch of SRBMs: North Korea launched multiple SRBMs into
the Sea of Japan. These tests were part of ongoing efforts to enhance its missile
capabilities and serve as a demonstration of military strength.

November 22, 2023, Launch of Spy Satellite: North Korea claimed it had
successfully put a military spy satellite into space, after two earlier failed attempts .
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e November 29, 2023, Launch of ICBM: North Korea tested an ICBM, which flew over
1,000 kilometers before landing in the Sea of Japan. This test was viewed as a show
of strategic force and an assertion of North Korea's long-range missile capabilities.

e October 10, 2023, Military Drill: On the anniversary of the founding of the Workers’
Party of Korea (WPK), North Korea conducted a large-scale military drill involving
multiple branches of its military, including artillery, infantry, and air force units.

e December 18, 2023, Launch of ICBM: North Korea launched an ICBM, which flew
around 1,000 kilometers before landing in the Sea of Japan. This test was seen as a
demonstration of North Korea's strategic missile capabilities and a response to
international sanctions and pressures.

ECONOMICS

e January 2023, New Year's Address: Kim Jong n ceased delivering a traditional New
Year's speech and instead addressed the Workers' Party of Korea (WPK) plenary
meetings. In January 2023, his speech focused on military objectives but also
included discussions on the state budget and economic planning for 2023 and 2024.

e March 2023, Plenary Meeting of the WPK: During this meeting, the Workers' Party
of Korea (WPK) Central Committee discussed various economic policies, focusing on
improving agricultural productivity, enhancing infrastructure, and boosting
domestic production of essential goods.

e May 2023, Agricultural Reforms: The North Korean government announced
measures aimed at increasing agricultural output, including the introduction of new
farming techniques, improved distribution of fertilizers and seeds, and incentives for
collective farms to enhance productivity.

e July 2023, EDZs Expansion: North Korea expanded its Economic Development
Zones (EDZs) to attract more foreign investment and boost local economies. These
zones were intended to facilitate joint ventures and partnerships with foreign
entities, especially in sectors like manufacturing and technology.

e September 2023, Supreme People’s Assembly Session: During a session, several
economic bills were discussed and passed. Key among them was a bill to improve
financial management and budgeting practices to ensure more efficient allocation of
resources.

e October-November 2023,Energy and Infrastructure: North Korea focused on
renewable energy development, including solar and wind power, to reduce reliance
on imported fuels and improve energy infrastructure, alongside large-scale rural
development projects. These efforts, which included new highways, railways, and
public facilities, aimed to boost connectivity and stimulate economic activity,
particularly in rural areas vital to the country's agricultural and economic goals.

12



B. IN SOUTH KOREA

January 1, 2023, President Yoon Emphasizes Economics and Security: In his New
Year Address, President Yoon Suk-yeol emphasized economic growth, job creation,
and security policies.

February 28, 2023, Economic Stimulus Package: South Korea announced a new
economic stimulus package to combat the economic slowdown, focusing on small
businesses and job creation.

April 7, 2023, Joint Military Exercises: Joint military exercises with the United
States took place, focussing on defense against North Korean threats, highlighting
the strong military alliance.

May 10, 2023, First Anniversary of Yoon's Presidency: The first anniversary of
President Yoon Suk-yeol's inauguration included a review of his administration's
achievements and challenges.

June 15, 2023, Trilateral Summit: South Korea hosted a trilateral summit with the
United States and Japan to discuss regional security and economic cooperation.

July 1, 2023, New Labor Laws: South Korea implemented new labor laws aimed at
improving workers' rights and working conditions.

August 10, 2023 UNSC Inaction Affects South Korea’s Security: China and Russia
blocked UN sanctions on North Korea, impacting South Korea's security and
diplomatic stance.

September 18, 2023, Japan and South Korea Discuss Security: President Yoon met
with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to discuss regional security, economic
cooperation, and historical issues.

October 15, 2023, New Trade Agreements with Southeast Asia: South Korea
announced new trade agreements with Southeast Asian countries to boost
economic growth and diversification.

C. INTER-KOREAN RELATIONS

January 4, 2023, Vice Minister of Unification Emphasizes Family Reunions: South
Korea's Vice Minister of Unification emphasized the urgency of resuming family
reunions for families separated by the Korean War, as many elderly South Koreans
have passed away without the chance to see their loved ones in the North.

January 18, 2023, Banning Use of Korean with Outside Influences: The North
Korean government implemented the Pyongyang Cultural Language Protection Act,
banning the use of language that is South Korean in style or possesses other foreign
influences.

April 25, 2023, North Korea’s Military Parade Concerns South Korea: North Korea's
military parade, marking the Korean People's Army's anniversary, featured displays
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of new missile technology. South Korea expressed concern over the parade's focus
on advanced weaponry and inter-Korean relations remained strained.

e June 25, 2023, Separate Commemorations of the Korean War: On the anniversary
of the Korean War, both Koreas held separate commemorative events. South Korea
called for peace and reconciliation, while North Korea reiterated its commitment to
strengthening its military capabilities.

e August 15, 2023, South Korea’s President Yoon Calls for Dialogue with the North:
During South Korea's Liberation Day celebrations, President Yoon Suk-yeol offered a
renewed call for dialogue with North Korea, emphasizing the importance of peace
and denuclearization on the Korean Peninsula.

e December 17, 2023, South Korea Condemns ICBM Launch: North Korea launched
an ICBM that reached a record altitude and flight duration, drawing condemnation
from South Korea and other nations

e December 20, 2023, South Korea Approves Fewer Humanitarian Aid Requests:
South Korea approved two humanitarian aid requests from private organizations to
North Korea, a sharp decline from the 12 projects approved in 2022, reflecting a shift
in Seoul's prioritization of humanitarian assistance.

e December 30, 2023, The North Criticizes the South’s Military Cooperation with
the US.: In a year-end statement, North Korea reiterated its stance on
strengthening its military capabilities and criticized South Korea's military
cooperation with the United States. The statement highlighted the ongoing
challenges in improving inter-Korean relations.

D. INTERNATIONAL

UN SECURITY COUNCIL & SANCTIONS

The UN Security Council held a series of meetings and consultations, all in reaction to
North Korea’s launches of missiles and military satellites. No new sanctions were put in
place.

e January 20, 2023: The UN Security Council held a meeting to discuss North Korea’s
missile launches in late 2022 and early 2023. Member states reiterated the
importance of enforcing existing sanctions and called for North Korea to cease its
provocative activities.

e February 18, 2023: Following North Korea's ICBM test, the UN Security Council
convened an emergency meeting. While no new sanctions were imposed, member
states condemned the test and emphasized the need for stringent implementation
of existing sanctions.

e March 16, 2023: North Korea conducted an ICBM test, prompting a UN Security
Council meeting where member states discussed potential responses and sanctions.
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April 13, 2023: In response to North Korea's new type of solid-fuel ICBM test, the UN
Security Council held consultations. The discussions focused on ensuring
compliance with existing sanctions and exploring ways to prevent further
escalation. Again, no new sanctions were introduced.

June 15, 2023: The UN Security Council held an emergency meeting following North
Korea's short-range missile launches. China and Russia reiterated their stance
against additional sanctions.

August 10, 2023: China and Russia blocked a U.S.-led attempt at the United Nations
to strengthen sanctions against North Korea. This occurred after North Korea
conducted ballistic missile launches in violation of existing UN Security Council
resolutions. The proposed measures included a ban on additional refined petroleum
exports to North Korea and other actions aimed at curbing North Korea's missile
and nuclear programs.

August 24, 2023: After North Korea’s failed satellite launch, the UN Security Council
discussed the implications of the launch for regional security. Member states
reiterated the necessity of enforcing current sanctions and monitoring North
Korea’s technological advancements.

September 28, 2023: Following North Korea’s claim of a successful hypersonic
missile test, the UN Security Council convened to address the potential threat posed
by such advancements. While the council condemned the test, it did not result in
new sanctions but called for stricter enforcement of existing measures.

December 12, 2023: The UN Security Council discussed North Korea's satellite
launch, which is widely believed to be a cover for ballistic missile technology
development. No consensus was reached on new sanctions.

December 18, 2023: In response to North Korea’s ICBM test earlier in the month, the
UN Security Council held a meeting to discuss the situation. The council
condemned the test and called for continued enforcement of existing sanctions.
There was a consensus on the need for diplomatic efforts to address the security
concerns.

UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

January 20, 2023, North Korea Condemns U.S.-South Korea Military Exercises:
North Korea's representative at the UN condemned the joint military exercises
between South Korea and the United States, calling them a provocation and a threat
to regional stability.

April 17, 2023, North Korea Criticises the U.S: North Korea's ambassador to the UN
delivered a speech accusing the United States of escalating tensions and asserted
North Korea's right to self-defense, including missile tests.

September 28, 2023, North Korea Defends Missile Program: North Korea's
representative at the UN General Assembly defended the country's missile program
and criticized the UN for being biased against North Korea.
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e October 4, 2023, North Korea Condemns U.S.-South Korea Military Exercises:
North Korea sent a letter to the UN Secretary-General protesting the ongoing joint
military exercises by South Korea and the United States, claiming they threatened
peace on the Korean Peninsula.

e November 21, 2023, The UN General Assembly Condemns North Korea’s Human
Rights Record: The UN General Assembly adopted a resolution condemning North
Korea's human rights record. North Korea's delegation rejected the resolution,
calling it a political tool used by hostile forces.

CHINA

e January 9, 2023, China’s President Congratulates North Korea: China’s President Xi
Jinping and North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un exchanged congratulatory messages
to mark the anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between their
countries. The messages emphasized the strength of bilateral ties.

e July 28, 2023, North Korea Opens Borders to China and Russia: North Korea
reopened its borders for the first time since the pandemic to Chinese and Russian
visitors.

e September 24, 2023, China’s President Congratulates North Korea: President Xi
Jinping congratulated North Korea on its founding anniversary, expressing a
willingness to enhance strategic communication. In response, North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un pledged to further strengthen cooperative relations with China.

e December 18, 2023, Chinese Foreign Minister Visits Pyongyang: Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi visited Pyongyang for talks with North Korean officials. The
discussions focused on regional security dynamics, denuclearization efforts, and
economic cooperation initiatives.

e December 20, 2023, North Korea’s Vice Foreign Minister Visits China: The visit of
North Korea’s Vice Foreign Minister Pak Myong-ho to China -the first in four years-
was indicative of a shift in focus back to strengthening bilateral relations between
the two states.

e December 30, 2023, China’s President Congratulates North Korea: Chinese
President Xi Jinping sent a congratulatory message to North Korean leader Kim Jong
n for the New Year. The message reiterated China's commitment to deepening
bilateral relations and enhancing strategic cooperation.

RUSSIA

e March 18, 2023, North Korea Congratulates Russia: North Korean leader Kim Jong
n sent a congratulatory message to Russian President Vladimir Putin on his
re-election as President of Russia, emphasizing the importance of bilateral ties and
cooperation between the two countries.
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September 6, 2023, Russian Deputy Prime Minister Visits Pyongyang: Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Yury Borisov visited Pyongyang for talks with North Korean
officials. Discussions focused on economic cooperation projects, including energy
cooperation and infrastructure development.

September 13, 2023, Kim Jong n and Vladimir Putin Meet: North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un and Russian President Vladimir Putin met for a rare summit on Wednesday,
where they discussed military matters, the war in Ukraine and potential assistance
for North Korea's satellite program.

October 13, 2023, North Korea Sends Military Supplies to Russia: North Korea
delivered more than 1,000 containers of military equipment and munitions to Russia
within a couple weeks.

October 19, 2023, Russian Foreign Minister Visits North Korea: Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov arrived in North Korea to strengthen military ties and
suspected arms deals.

November 2, 2023, North Korea Provides Missiles to Russia: South Korean military
officials claimed North Korea provided Russia with SRBMs and portable anti-aircraft
missiles.

November 11, 2023, North Korea Congratulates Russia: North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un sent a congratulatory message to Russian President Vladimir Putin on the
occasion of Russia's Unity Day. The message reiterated North Korea's commitment
to strengthening bilateral ties and cooperation.

November 15, 2023: A Russian government delegation arrived in Pyongyang for talks
on trade and science cooperation.

December 15, 2023: North Korean Premier Kim Tok-hun held talks with the
governor of Russia’s far eastern region of Primorsky Krai, possibly seeking to send
workers to Russia.

UNITED STATES

January 1, 2023, North Korea States Continued Preparations to Counter the U.S.
and Allies: North Korea's New Year's Day statement reiterated its commitment to
strengthening its nuclear arsenal and warned of potential military confrontations
with the U.S. and its allies.

March 2, 2023, Joint Military Exercises: The U.S. and South Korea conducted
large-scale joint military exercises, which North Korea condemned as rehearsals for
invasion. These exercises included air, naval, and ground forces.

March 23, 2023, Trilateral Summit: Leaders from the United States, South Korea,
and Japan met for a trilateral summit to address the growing threats from North
Korea, particularly its missile tests and nuclear program.

April 25, 2023, U.S. and ROK Strengthen Military Readiness: North Korea
conducted a military parade showcasing its latest missile technology. The U.S. and
South Korea responded by enhancing their joint military readiness and continued
diplomatic efforts to address North Korean threats.
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June 14, 2023, U.S. Secretary of State Visits Seoul: U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken visited Seoul and reiterated U.S. commitment to the defense of South Korea
and the denuclearization of North Korea. Blinken also called for international unity
in applying pressure on North Korea.

July 19, 2023, U.S Reinforces Missile Defence Systems: North Korea tested two
long-range cruise missiles. The U.S. responded by reinforcing its missile defense
systems in the region and calling for a UN Security Council meeting to discuss the
missile tests.

October 4, 2023, U.S.-ROK Military Exercises: The U.S. and South Korea conducted
joint military exercises, including air and naval drills, in response to North Korea’s
missile tests. North Korea condemned these exercises as hostile acts.

November 26, 2023, Trilateral Summit: A trilateral summit in Washington between
the United States, South Korea, and Japan focused on North Korea's missile tests
and nuclear threats. The leaders reaffirmed their commitment to regional security
and coordinated military and diplomatic efforts to counter North Korea's
provocations.

December 18, 2023, U.S. Condemns ICBM Test: North Korea conducted a significant
ICBM test, which flew over 1,000 kilometers before landing in the Sea of Japan. The
U.S. strongly condemned the test and called for immediate action by the UN
Security Council to address North Korea’s provocations.

December 25, 2023, U.S. Reiterates Opposition to North Korea’s Nuclear Program:
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken reiterated the U.S’s stance on North Korea’s
nuclear program, emphasizing the importance of diplomacy and sanctions to
achieve denuclearization. Blinken also called for international cooperation to
pressure North Korea to return to negotiations.
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Sunday, January 1, 2023

NK leader calls for 'exponential’ increase in nuke arsenal; NK
leader skips New Year message for four straight years

In North Korea:

Kim Jong Un and daughter inspect mass-produced missiles at Pyongyang factory (NK News,
1/1/2023)

9,
South, US (CNN, 1/1/2023)
Kim Jong Un orders new ICBM, bigger nuclear arsenal (Reuters, 1/1/2023)
Kim Jong Un vows to ‘exponentially’ increase nuke production to counter US, ROK (NK News,
1/1/2023)
N. Korea distributes propaganda calendars in China (Yonhap, 1/1/2023)
N. Korea fires one SRBM into East Sea: S. Korean military (Yonhap, 1/1/2023)
N. Korea replaces party secretary, defense minister in major reshuffle (Yonhap, 1/1/2023)
N. Korean leader calls for 'exponential' increase in nuclear arsenal (Yonhap, 1/1/2023)
NKorea’s Kim orders ‘exponential’ expansion of nuke arsenal (AP News, 1/1/2023)
North Korean leader skips New Year message for four straight vears (The Korea Times,
1/1/2023)
North Korea ends year with ballistic missiles launch (BBC, 12/31/2022)
North Korea fires 3 missiles into East Sea following South's test (Korea JoongAng Daily,
12/31/2022)
North Korea places tactical nukes front and center with New Year’s Day launch (NK News,
1/1/2023)
North Korea tests ‘nuclear-capable’ rocket launcher to ring in new year (NK News, 1/1/2023)
North launches missile on New Year's Day (Korea JoongAng Daily, 1/1/2023)

Nukes, missiles and satellites: What to make of North Korea’s plenum outcome (NK News,
1/1/2023)

In South Korea:

[Editorial] Defending against missile provocations (Korea JoongAng Daily, 1/1/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Any NK attempt at nuclear attack will bring end to regime. Defense Ministry says (The Korea
Herald, 1/1/2023)
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Defense ministry warns any North Korean nuclear use attempt would result in Kim regime's
end (Yonhap, 1/1/2023)

North Korea missile tests are grave provocation, must stop, South Korea military says (Reuters,
12/31/2022)

Seoul warns use of nuclear weapons would end Kim Jong-un regime (Korea JoongAng Daily,
1/1/2023)
South Korea's Yoon says North Korea faces retaliation for provocations (Reuters, 1/1/2023)

Yoon calls for ready-to-fight spirit, firm retaliation against N.K. provocations (Yonhap,
1/1/2023)

International:
Chief nuke envoys of S. Korea, U.S.. Japan criticize N.K. push to bolster 'self-defensive'
capabilities (Yonhap, 1/1/2023)

NOT'Cd dPDATl) ONSid 19

In North Korea

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and his young daughter recently inspected dozens of
intermediate-range ballistic missiles (IRBMs) at what appears to be a factory near
Pyongyang, according to NK News analysis of a new image released in state media Sunday.
(Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un is calling for an “exponential increase” in his country’s
nuclear weapons arsenal in response to what he claims are threats from South Korea and the
United States, Pyongyang’s state media reported Sunday. (Brad Lendon, Gawon Bae, CNN)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un called for developing new intercontinental ballistic
missiles and a larger nuclear arsenal to counter U.S.-led threats, state media said on Sunday,
amid flaring tension between the rival Koreas. (Hyonhee Shin, Joyce Lee, Reuters)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un said he will “exponentially increase” nuclear weapon
production in 2023 to counter perceived threats from the U.S. and South Korea, according to
state media on Sunday. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korea has distributed 2023 calendars, including one with photos of a massive military
parade, to its citizens and others in China in an apparent move to highlight its military
might. (Yonhap)

e North Korea fired one short-range ballistic missile (SRBM) into the East Sea on Sunday,
South Korea's military said. (Yonhap)

e North Korea has carried out a reshuffle of its top military officials, including the dismissal of
Pak Jong-chon, secretary of the ruling party's Central Committee (CC) and vice chairman of
the party's Central Military Commission, according to its state media Sunday. (Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un stressed the need to "exponentially" increase the number
of the country's nuclear arsenal and develop a new intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM)
in the new year, Pyongyang's state media reported Sunday. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un ordered the “exponential” expansion of his country’s
nuclear arsenal and the development of a more powerful intercontinental ballistic missile,
state media reported Sunday, after he entered 2023 with another weapons launch following
a record number of testing activities last year. (Hyung-jin Kim, AP News)
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North Korean leader Kim Jong-un did not deliver a New Year's message for the fourth
consecutive year, replacing it with a speech at the Workers' Party of North Korea (WPK).
(Nam Hyun-woo, The Korea Times)

North Korea has fired three short range ballistic missiles towards the sea to the east of the
Korean peninsula, South Korea's military says. (George Wright, BBC)

North Korea fired three short-range ballistic missiles into the East Sea on Saturday, a day
after South Korea tested a space rocket in a surprise launch. (Lee Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

North Korea wasted little time jump-starting work on its missile ambitions in the new year.
Early on New Year’s Day, the Korean People’s Army test-fired its “super-large multiple launch
rocket system” (MLRS). Known to the U.S. intelligence community as the KN-25, this 600mm
system first appeared in 2019 and has been a mainstay of short-range missile testing and
exercises by North Korea ever since. (Ankit Panda, NK News)

North Korea tested a nuclear-capable "super-large multiple launch rocket system (MLRS)"
early in the morning on New Year's Day, according to state media, a day after leader Kim
Jong Un joined a ceremony to hand over the "offensive" weapons to the military. (Jeongmin
Kim, NK News)

North Korea launched a missile into the East Sea less than three hours into the new year,
South Korean defense officials said. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

North Korea’s latest party plenum wrapped up on Saturday, with state media releasing
detailed information about discussions and decisions from the multi-day event on Sunday.
(Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

In South Korea

As long as the North is bent on ratcheting up tensions through nuclear missile threats, we
must have an unflinching determination to protect our security based on reinforcing our
joint defense posture with Uncle Sam. (Korea JoongAng Daily)

Inter-Korean Relationship

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un urged the country to exponentially increase its nuclear
arsenal and mass-produce tactical nuclear weapons able to strike within South Korean
territory, labeling South Korea as an “undoubted enemy” at a key party meeting, North
Korean state media reported Sunday. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

The defense ministry warned Sunday that any attempt by North Korea to use nuclear
weapons would lead to the "end" of its regime, after North Korean leader Kim Jong-un called
for an "exponential" increase in the country's nuclear arsenal. (Yonhap)

North Korea's series of missile tests are grave provocations that hurt peace and stability of
the Korean peninsula and beyond, South Korea's military said, urging Pyongyang to stop
them. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

South Korea's Defense Ministry warned that any attempts by North Korea to use nuclear
weapons will mean the end of the Kim Jong-un regime Sunday. (Sarah Kim, Michael Lee,
Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korea's President Yoon Suk-yeol said on Sunday that North Korea will continue to
conduct constant nuclear and missile provocations, and the South's military should respond
with clear retaliation, his office said. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)
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e President Yoon Suk Yeol ordered military commanders Sunday to punish any North Korean
provocations without fail with a "firm determination not to avoid going to war," an official

said. (Yonhap)
International

e The chief nuclear envoys of South Korea, the United States and Japan decried North Korea's
renewed push to strengthen "self-defensive" capabilities as a "challenge” to the international
community on Sunday, Seoul's foreign ministry said. (Yonhap)

e South Korea and Japan are considering sharing radar information on North Korean missile
launches in real time, a Japanese newspaper reported Sunday, as Pyongyang stepped up
missile launches in recent months. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Hyunjo Lee, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal news]etter archived and available here:

Monday, January 2, 2023

Seoul boasts of space vehicle launch as it looks to better surveil
North Korea; Yoon: US, South Korea Discussing 'Nuclear
Exercises'

In North Korea:

Kim Jong Un calls for exponential increase in North Korea’s nuclear arsenal amid threats from
South, US (CNN, 01/02,/2023)

N. Korean leader visits late father's mausoleum (Yonhap, 01/02/2023)

New North Korean luxury department store opens in capital after years of delays (NK News,
01/02,/2023)

North Korea's Kim sacks No. 2 military official (Reuters, 01/02/2023)

North Korea likely to conduct nuclear test no later than Feb, 16: analyst (The Korea Times,
01/02,/2023)

North Korea Replaces Key Military Official (VOA, 01/02,/2023)

Rumours swirl on North Korea succession as Kim Jong-un tours missile factory with daughter
(The Telegraph, 01/02/2023)

In South Korea:

Joint Chiefs of Staff start unit to deal with North's threats (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/02,/2023)
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Ministry sorry for poor communication after public alarmed by rocket test (The Korea Herald,

01/02,/2023)
ROK military welcomes sharing intel with Japan on North Korean missile launches (NK News,
01,/02,/2023)
Seoul boasts of space vehicle launch as it looks to better surveil North Korea (NK News,
01,/02,/2023)
South Korea, U.S. discussing nuclear exercises as tensions flare with North, Yoon says (Reuters,
01,/02,/2023)

Yoon: US, South Korea Discussing 'Nuclear Exercises' (VOA, 01/02/2023)
Yoon says S. Korea, U.S. in talks over joint nuclear exercises (Yonhap, 01/02/2023)

International:

Five political trends that could make 2023 a momentous year (CNN, 01/02/2023)
Seoul, Washington urged to cut North Korea's purse strings through cryptocurrency
regulations (The Korea Times, 01/02/2023)

In North Korea

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un is calling for an “exponential increase” in his country’s
nuclear weapons arsenal in response to what he claims are threats from South Korea and the
United States, Pyongyang’s state media reported Sunday. (Brad Lendon, Gawon Bae, CNN)
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un visited the mausoleum of his late grandfather and father in
his first reported public activity this year, according to Pyongyang's state media Monday.
(Yonhap)

A major department store project in North Korea previously linked to a Singaporean luxury
goods acquisition network has finally opened its doors, photos obtained by NK Pro reveal,
though under a different name than originally planned. (Chad O' Carroll, NK News)

North Korea has sacked Pak Jong Chon, the second most powerful military official after
leader Kim Jong Un, state media reported. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

With intelligence reports showing North Korea is set for another nuclear weapons test,
when — rather than whether — it will proceed has become a geopolitical guessing game.
One expert believes that the test will be conducted within the next seven weeks. (Jung
Min-ho, The Korea Times)

North Korea has replaced its second most powerful military official, state media reported.
The reshuffling took place at last week’s ruling party annual meeting with Ri Yong Gil
replacing Pak Jong Chong, the official KCNA news agency said Sunday. (VOA)

Kim Jong-un, the North Korean leader, toured a ballistic missile factory with his young
daughter, fuelling speculation over succession in the pariah state. (Nicola Smith, The

Telegraph)

In South Korea

The Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) started a dedicated unit to respond to military threats from
North Korea. The Chief Directorate of Countering Nuclear and Weapons of Mass Destruction
(WMD) will focus on responding to the North’s missile and nuclear threats and also develop
South Korea’s so-called "K-3" deterrence strategy, according to the JCS. (Esther Chung,
Kor Ang Daily)
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The South Korean military on Monday belatedly apologized for triggering public alarm last
week by test-launching a solid-fuel space launch vehicle unannounced and pledged to find
ways to prevent a recurrence of similar incidents. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

The South Korean military assessed that sharing more information with Japan on North
Korean missile launches would improve ROK responses to such tests, after Japanese media
reported that the two neighbors could start sharing real-time radar intelligence by the end
of this year. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

South Korea’s surprise test of a homegrown solid-propellent space launch vehicle last week
was part of the military’s efforts to develop space-based reconnaissance capabilities, the
defense ministry said Monday, as Seoul looks to better surveil North Korea in the future.
(Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

South Korea and the United States are discussing possible joint exercises using U.S. nuclear
assets, South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol said, as North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
labeled the South its "undoubted enemy" in flaring cross-border tensions. (Soo-Hyang Choi,
Reuters)

The United States and South Korea are engaged in talks that could give Seoul a bigger role in
the operation of U.S. nuclear forces, according to South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol.
(William Gallo, VOA)

President Yoon Suk Yeol has said South Korea is in talks with the United States to carry out
joint planning and joint exercises involving U.S. nuclear forces to counter North Korea's
nuclear threats. (Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

International

Biden has his hands full elsewhere. An alarming airborne near miss between a Chinese jet
and US military jet over the South China Sea over the holiday hints at how tensions in the
region, especially over Taiwan, could trigger another superpower standoff. Biden also faces
burgeoning nuclear crises with Iran and North Korea, which, along with Russia’s nuclear
saber rattling, suggests the beginning of a dangerous new era of global conflict and risk.
(Stephen Collinson, CNN)

North Korea made headlines in 2022 by firing more ballistic missiles than any other year —
38 launches. But besides its ceaseless saber-rattling, the isolated country was also in the
spotlight for its illegal cyber activities that allegedly raked in billions of dollars. (Kang
Seung-woo, The Korea Times)

Tuesday, January 3, 2023
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US not discussing ‘joint nuclear exercises' with South Korea,
Biden says; North Korea: What we can expect from Kim Jong-un
in 2023

In North Korea:

North Korea: What we can expect from Kim Jong-un in 2023 (BBC, 01/02/2023)

In South Korea:

Moon says preceding gov't established anti-drone system (Yonhap, 01/03/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Seoul 3 (NK News,
01/03/2023)
S. Korea OKs 5.52 bln won worth of private humanitarian aid to N.K. in 2022 (Yonhap,
01/03/2023)

International:

Biden says U.S. not discussing joint nuclear exercise with S. Korea (Yonhap, 01/03/2023)

Seoul, Washington urged to cut North Korea's purse strings through cryptocurrency
regulations (The Korea Times, 01/03/2023)

South Korea: Talks with US on management of nukes underway (AP News, 01/03/2023)

South Korea, US in talks over joint plans on N.Korean nukes (The Korea Herald, 01/03/2023)

S. Korea, US allay jitters over possible rift in extended deterrence against NK (The Korea Times,
01/03/2023)

S. Korea, U.S. not discussing joint nuclear exercises: White House (Yonhap, 01/03/2023)

US not discussing ‘joint nuclear exercises’ with South Korea, Biden says (NK News, 01/03/2023)
Yoon, Biden get nuclear exercise signals tangled (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/03 /2023)

In North Korea:

e It fired more missiles than ever before in a single year. In fact, a quarter of all missiles North
Korea has ever launched hit the skies in 2022. It was also the year that Kim Jong-un declared
that North Korea had become a nuclear weapons state and that its weapons were here to
stay. (Jean Mackenzie, BBC)

In South Korea:

e Former President Moon Jae-in has said his administration established a system to counter
North Korean drone infiltrations, according to officials of the main opposition Democratic

Party. (Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e South Korea greenlit a shipment of humanitarian aid for North Korea worth around
$240,000 (300 million won) in December, the unification ministry said Tuesday, without
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providing further details about the assistance or how much aid was successfully delivered in
2022. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e South Korea approved a total of 5.52 billion won (USS$S4.32 million) worth of private
humanitarian aid deliveries to North Korea last year, the unification ministry said Tuesday.

(Yonhap)

International:

e U.S. President Joe Biden said Monday his country has no ongoing discussions with South
Korea on joint nuclear exercises against North Korea's threats. (Yonhap)

e North Korea made headlines in 2022 by firing more ballistic missiles than any other year —
38 launches. (Kang Seung-woo, The Korea Times)

e South Korea confirmed Tuesday that Seoul and Washington are discussing its involvement in
U.S. nuclear weapons management in the face of intensifying North Korean nuclear threats,
after President Joe Biden denied that the allies were discussing joint nuclear exercises.
(Hyung-jin Kim, AP _News)

e South Korea and the United States said Tuesday they had been discussing the joint operation
of US nuclear assets to enhance the alliance’s capabilities to counter North Korean threats,
clarifying that an option to stage nuclear exercises was off the table. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea
Herald)

e Seoul and Washington tried to dispel what is seen as a rift between the two allies in their
stances on extended deterrence to thwart North Korea's nuclear threats. (Nam Hyun-woo,
The Korea Times)

e South Korea and the United States are not discussing "joint nuclear exercises" against North
Korean threats, the White House confirmed Tuesday, hours after President Joe Biden said
'no" to a reporter's question about whether the allies have been talking about the issue.
(Yonhap)

e The U.S. is not discussing “joint nuclear exercises” with South Korea, President Joe Biden
said Monday, seemingly contradicting claims from ROK President Yoon Suk-yeol that the
allies may re-envision extended deterrence on the Korean Peninsula. (Jeongmin Kim, NK
News)

e Seoul and Washington officials said they are not planning to hold "joint nuclear exercises"
Tuesday, after contradictory remarks from the countries' leaders. (Sarah Kim, Korea

JoongAng Daily)

Prepared by Kate Refolo, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
/web/20240502130638 /https: //mailchi.mp/08c236d40fe2 /hrnk-news-items-us-not-discussing-joint-nuclear-exercises-wi
th-south-korea-biden-says-north-korea-what-we-can-expect-from-kim-jong-un-in-2023

Wednesday, January 4, 2023

Yoon threatens to suspend 2018 military pact with North
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In North Korea:

Debate reopens over loudspeaker broadcasts in DMZ (The Korea Times, 01/04,/2023)

Former N.K. Foreign Minister Ri Yong-ho likely executed last year (Yonhap, 01/04/2023)

Is Kim Jong-un's ‘Most Beloved Daughter’ North Korea’s Next Leader? (New York Times,
01/04,/2023)

Kim's missile inspection with daughter hints at possible succession plans (The Korea Times,
01,/03/2023)

New North Korean drama leans on violence and foul language to appeal to viewers (NK News,
01/04,/2023)

North Korea: What missiles does it have? (BBC, 01/04,/2023)

North Korean Plenary Meeting Sets Stage for 2023 (Cato Institute, 01/04/2023)

North Korea’s economic reforms were a wild success. Just ask defectors. (NK News,
01/04,/2023)

In South Korea:

JoongAng Daily, 01 / 04/ 2023)
South Korea's Yoon warns of ending military pact after North drone intrusion (Reuters,

01/04/2023)

(The Korea

Herald, 01/04,/2023)

Yoon orders top officials to review suspending military deal with North Korea (NK News,
01/04/2023)

(Yonhap,

01/04/ 2023)
Yoon threatens to suspend 2018 military pact with North (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/04,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Inter-Korean tensions in 2023 expected to worsen: think tank (The Korea Times, 01/03/2023)
[Editorial] North should stop and return to dialogue (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/04,/2023)

S. Korea OKs 5.52 bln won worth of private humanitarian aid to N.K. in 2022 (Yonhap,
01,/03/2023)

International:

Negotiations alone cannot denuclearize N. Korea: Harry Harris (Yonhap, 01/ 04 / 2023)

01/04,/2023)
US, ROK affirm joint planning on DPRK nukes, but no ‘joint nuclear exercises’ (NK News,
01/04,/2023)

In North Korea:
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e The resumption of loudspeaker broadcasts has been emerging as a possible
counter-measure in response to North Korea's security threats as South Korea has limited
options to take in response to the North's recent use of drones to cross the inter-Korean
border, infiltrating the South for the first time in five years. (Kang Seung-woo, The Korea
Times)

e Former North Korean Foreign Minister Ri Yong-ho appears to have been executed last year, a
Japanese newspaper reported Wednesday. (Yonhap)

e North Korean state media has not revealed much about the cherub-faced young girl who has
made several appearances with Kim Jong-un, the country’s leader, in recent weeks. (Choe
Sang-Hun, New York Times)

e Women's roles are expected to expand in North Korean politics, expert says. (Jung Min-ho,
The Korea Times)

e Bloody murders and a foul-mouthed antagonist feature prominently in a new North Korean
television drama that debuted this week, in what appears to be the DPRK’s latest attempt to
appeal to younger generations with more provocative propaganda content. (Seung-Yeon
Chung, NK News)

e North Korea significantly increased the number of missile tests it conducted in 2022, firing
more than in any previous year. It's thought North Korea's military may also be planning to
test another nuclear device. (BBC)

e In the closing days of 2022, North Korea’s political leadership held a plenary meeting of the
ruling Workers’ Party’s central committee, which reviewed policy successes in 2022 and set
goals for 2023. (Eric Gomez, Cato Institute)

e Regime’s aborted experiment with marketization increased food consumption, counter to
pessimistic economic assessments (Andrei Lankov, NK News)

In South Korea:

e President Yoon Suk Yeol warned Wednesday that the South Korean government will consider
suspending the September 19 military agreement if North Korea commits another territorial
invasion. (Lee Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol said on Wednesday he would consider suspending a
2018 inter-Korean military pact if the North violates its airspace again, his office said, amid
tension over a recent intrusion by North Korean drones. (Hyon-hee Shin, Reuters)

e President Yoon Suk-yeol ordered the nation's spy chief to consider suspending an
inter-Korean military agreement signed in 2018 to reduce military tensions if North Korea
commits provocations again. (Shin Ji-hye, The Korea Herald)

e Seoul is weighing whether to suspend a 2018 inter-Korean military agreement, the
presidential office announced Wednesday, after North Korea sent several drones across ROK
territory and test-fired a variety of other weapons that breached the terms of the deal.
(Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol ordered aides to consider suspending a 2018 inter-Korean military
tension reduction agreement if North Korea violates the South's territory again, an official
said Wednesday. (Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol warned that he would suspend a 2018 inter-Korean military
agreement if North Korea intrudes into South Korea's territory. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng

Daily)
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Inter-Korean Relationship:

e The security situation on the Korean Peninsula is likely to return to the 2017 days of "fire and
fury" when the United States and North Korea came closer to war or get even worse as
Pyongyang is set to take aggressive actions against South Korea by expanding its nuclear
arsenal, according to a Seoul-based think tank. (Kang Seung-woo, The Korea Times)

e In a closed-door meeting, Yoon ordered our military to overwhelmingly respond to any
additional provocations from North Korea. North Korea must not ignore his stern warning.
We urge Pyongyang to return to the negotiating table as soon as possible. (Korea JoongAng
Daily)

e South Korea approved a total of 5.52 billion won (USS$4.32 million) worth of private
humanitarian aid deliveries to North Korea last year, the unification ministry said Tuesday.

(Yonhap)

International:

e Negotiations alone will not rid North Korea of its nuclear ambition, former U.S. ambassador
to South Korea Harry Harris argued Tuesday, insisting that U.S. policy of using negotiations
to remove North Korea's nuclear weapons is no longer useful. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The United States remains fully committed to defending South Korea against any hostility,
including a nuclear attack by North Korea, White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre
said Tuesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The U.S. and South Korea are devising plans for how to respond if North Korea uses nuclear
weapons, the White House said Tuesday, following conflicting accounts of whether the allies
are exploring “joint nuclear exercises.” (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

Prepared by Haeun Moon, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Thursday, January 5, 2023

With Col. David Maxwell, Suzanne Scholte and Dede Laugesen;
Frank Gaffney is Joined by Greg Scarlatoiu;

Top News:

With Col. David Maxwell, Suzanne Scholte and Dede Laugesen (Securing America Podcast,
12/20,/2022)
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Frank Gaffney is Joined by Col. David Maxwell Pt. 2 (Real America's Voice, 12/19,/2022)
Frank Gaffney is Joined by Greg Scarlatoiu (Real America's Voice, 12 /26 /2022)

In South Korea:

NIS says North's Ri Yong-ho was purged, possibly executed (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/05,/2023)
NIS says Ri Yong-ho purged, unclear whether executed: lawmakers (The Korea Herald,
01/05/2023)

North Korea drone entered no-fly zone near Yoon's office, South says (Reuters, 01/05,/2023)
Seoul concedes North Korean drone breached no-fly zone near presidential office (NK News,
01/05/2023)

Seoul: Kim'’s daughter reveal hints at prolonged family rule (AP News, 01/05,/2023)

South Korea may opt for psychological warfare in response to NK threats (The Korea Times,
01/05/2023)

S. Korean military admits N.Korean drone entered presidential office no-fly zone (The Korea
Herald, 01/05,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Korean drone entered no-fly zone near Seoul’s presidential office (The Washington Post,

01/05/2023)

North Korean drone intruded on no-fly zone near presidential office (The Korea Times,

01/05/2023)

President Yoon warns North Korea of suspension of Sept. 19 military agreement (Korea

JoongAng Daily, 01/05/2023)

Yoon's office considers suspending 2018 inter-Korean summit agreement (Yonhap, 01/05/2023)
1k Yeol may walk away from joint declaration with Pyongyang (Korea JoongAng Daily,

01/05/2023)

International:

South Korea: Talks with US on management of nukes underway (AP News, 01/05/2023)
US bans imports from three Chinese firms for using North Korean labor (NK News, 01/05,/2023)

U.S. concerned about N. Korea's disregard of military agreement with S. Korea: State Dept
(Yonhap, 01/05/2023)

\ (Yonhap,
01/05/2023)

Top News:

e Host of Securing America, Frank Gaffney interviews Suzanne Scholte, HRNK Co-Vice-Chair

of the Board. Podcast Time Stamp: 23:21 - 35:06. (Securing America Podcast)
e Host of Securing America, Frank Gaffney interviews COL David Maxwell, HRNK Board

Member. (Real America's Voices)
e Host of Securing America, Frank Gaffney interviews Greg Scarlatoiu, HRNK Executive

Director. (Real America's Voice)

In South Korea:
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“Since being summoned to the State Affairs Commission in April 2020, there has been not a
single mention of Ri,” an official at the South Korean Unification Ministry said Thursday. The
NIS also reported that North Korean leader Kim is showing strong signs of extending the
Kim family’s dynastic rule through his children. (Lee Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The lawmakers of the National Assembly’s intelligence committee said in a closed-door
briefing that the National Intelligence Service was able to confirm that Ri was purged by the
regime. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

A North Korean drone briefly entered a no-fly zone surrounding South Korea's presidential
office when it intruded into the South's airspace last week, Seoul's military said on Thursday,
fuelling criticism over its air defences. (Soo-Hyang Choi, Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

The ROK military has conceded that a North Korean drone breached a special no-fly zone
near the presidential office in Seoul in late December, after repeatedly and forcefully
denying media reports that the security violation had occurred for more than a week.
(Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s disclosure of his daughter in recent public events was
likely an attempt to show his people that one of his children would one day inherit his power
in what would be the country’s third hereditary power transfer, South Korea’s spy service
told lawmakers Thursday. (Hyung-jin Kim, AP News)

South Korea is considering resuming psychological warfare operations, such as propaganda
broadcasts or propaganda leaflets, against North Korea in the wake of the North's drone
infiltration into South Korean airspace, according to a government official, Thursday. (Kang
Seung-woo, The Korea Times)

The South Korean military on Thursday belatedly confirmed an uncrewed North Korean
aerial vehicle flew over no-fly zones designated around the presidential office and residence
in central Seoul, walking back on earlier remarks that it did not do so. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea

Herald)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

A North Korean drone entered a no-fly zone surrounding Seoul’s presidential office last
week, South Korea’s military said Thursday, in the latest example of the growing military
threat from Pyongyang, which has also ramped up missile testing and sent planes near the
border. (Min Joo Kim, The Washington Post)

Members of the National Assembly's intelligence committee, Rep. Yoo Sang-bum of the
ruling People Power Party and Rep. Youn Kun-young of the Democratic Party of Korea, later
said the possibility of the drone taking pictures of the presidential complex cannot be ruled
out, citing intelligence officials. (Jung Min-ho, The Korea Times)

President Yoon Suk Yeol warned Wednesday that the South Korean government will consider
suspending the September 19 military agreement if North Korea commits another territorial
invasion. (Lee Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The possibility of suspending it comes after Yoon instructed the presidential National
Security Office on Wednesday to consider suspending a military tension reduction
agreement, which was signed as an annex to the Pyongyang Joint Declaration, in the event
the North carries out a provocation similar to its drone infiltration of South Korean airspace
last week. (Yonhap)
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e The Pyongyang Declaration called for the cessation of cross-border military hostilities and
for inter-Korean cooperation and exchanges to promote permanent peace on the peninsula.

(Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

e South Korea maintained that Seoul and Washington are discussing its involvement in U.S.
nuclear weapons management in the face of intensifying North Korean threats, after
President Joe Biden denied that the allies were discussing joint nuclear exercises. (Hyung-Jin
Kim, AP News)

e Customs agency says it began detaining merchandise last month for violating 2017 law
against items made by DPRK workers. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e "We are concerned about the DPRK's apparent disregard of the 2018 comprehensive military
agreement, and we call on it to end its irresponsible and escalatory behavior,’ department
press secretary Ned Price said during a daily press briefing. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The United States will continue to enhance its joint defense readiness with South Korea and
Japan by conducting additional joint military exercises against growing North Korean
threats, a White House official said Wednesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Friday, January 6, 2023

N. Korea Holds Mass Rally to Create Support for 2023 Goals

In North Korea:

Ask a North Korean: Were you exposed to outside information in the DPRK? (NK News,
01/06,/2023)

N. Korea holds mass rally to drum up support for 2023 policy goals (Yonhap, 01/06,/2023)

North Korea’s big year ahead: Will the country emerge from its COVID isolation? (NK Pro,
01/06,/2023)

What Can Deter North Korea? (19FortyFive, 01/06,/2023)
Will Deterrence Hold Against North Korea In 20232 (19FortyFive, 01/06,/2023)

In South Korea:

Opposition leader Lee to appear for questioning next week (Yonhap, 01/06,/2023)

Opposition refutes claims about secret relations with NK over drone infiltration (The Korea
Times, 01/06/2023)
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S. Korea to hold public hearing on wartime forced labor issue next week (Yonhap, 01/06,/2023)
S.Korean military denies allegations of covering up NK penetration into no-fly zone amid
growing criticism (The Korea Herald, 01/06/2023)

Seoul's spy agency can't confirm fate of North Korea’s ex-foreign minister (NK News,
01/06,/2023)

South Korea Revives Nuclear Debate as Tensions With the North Rise (The Wall Street Journal,
01/06,/2023)

nt (Yonhap, 01/06,/2023)

International:

How US humanitarian assistance could break the impasse with North Korea (NK Pro,
01/06,/2023)

Kissinger stresses cooperation between S.Korea and US for NK denuclearization (The Korea
Herald, 01/06,/2023)

N. Korea to be on agenda of U.S. -Japan securlty talks: State Dept. (Yonhap, 01/06 / 2023)

(Yonhap, 01/06/2023)

U.S. will work closely with S. Korea to monitor threat posed by N. Korea: Pentagon (Yonhap,
01/06,/2023)

In North Korea:

e Joshua Kim, who was born and raised in North Korea and lived there until he defected in
2019 — writes about discovering a balloon from South Korea, what he learned from an
anti-regime flier and more. (Joshua Kim, NK News)

e North Korea held a mass rally in Pyongyang earlier this week to call for the thorough
implementations of policy goals laid out during a major ruling party meeting late last year, its
state media said Friday. (Yonhap)

e North Korea’s extreme COVID-19 border controls have shaped nearly every facet of life in
the country, from its ability to import fertilizer to its diplomatic engagement with friends
and foes. But as the rest of the world moves on, and after the DPRK suffered its own
nationwide outbreak, could 2023 be the year that Pyongyang finally takes steps toward
pre-pandemic normalcy? (NK Pro)

e At the end of 2022, North Korean leader Kim Jong-un made two dramatic announcements.
He first claimed that because “South Korea has become ‘our undoubted enemy, it highlights
the importance and necessity of a mass-producing of tactical nuclear weapons and calls for
an exponential increase of the country’s nuclear arsenal” (Bruce Bennett, 19FortyFive)

e Kim Jong Un’s 2022 was quite a year. North Korea set a new annual record for missile
launches. Short-range, medium range and intercontinental-range devices were all included.
These are often called “tests” in the news media, but perhaps “demonstration” is a more
accurate term. No other similarly armed nation goes to the expense of such repeated “tests”.
(Wallace Gregson, 19FortyFive)

In South Korea:

33


https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230106005400325?section=national/diplomacy
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230106000520
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230106000520
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/seouls-spy-agency-cant-confirm-fate-of-ex-north-korean-foreign-minister/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/south-korea-revives-nuclear-debate-as-tensions-with-the-north-rise-11672923760?mod=world_major_1_pos4
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230105001651315?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/pro/how-us-humanitarian-assistance-could-break-the-impasse-with-north-korea/
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230106000398&np=1&mp=1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230106000300325?section=national/diplomacy
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230106007800325?section=national/diplomacy
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230106000400325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/ask-a-north-korean-were-you-exposed-to-outside-information-in-the-dprk/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230106001051325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-koreas-big-year-ahead-will-the-country-emerge-from-its-covid-isolation/
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2023/01/what-can-deter-north-korea/
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2023/01/will-deterrence-hold-against-north-korea-in-2023/

e Main opposition Democratic Party (DP) leader Lee Jae-myung will appear at a prosecutors'
office for questioning next week in connection with a corruption investigation surrounding a
football club, a party spokesperson said Friday. (Yonhap)

e The presidential office, the ruling People Power Party (PPP) and the main opposition
Democratic Party of Korea (DPK) are in a battle over the source of a DPK lawmaker's claim
that a North Korean drone entered a no-fly zone around the presidential office. (Nam
Hyun-woo, The Korea Times)

e South Korea will hold a public hearing next week to discuss ways to resolve the
long-standing issue of compensating victims of Japan's forced labor during World War II,
according to officials and representatives of the victims Friday, amid strong opposition by
victims to a "proposed” resolution on the matter. (Yonhap)

e The South Korean military on Friday denied claims that it sought to cover up the entrance of
an uncrewed North Korean aerial vehicle into a no-fly zone around the presidential office in
Seoul, as its belated confirmation of the penetration has drawn blistering criticism from the
main opposition party. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e South Korea’s spy agency has concluded former North Korean foreign minister Ri Yong Ho
was demoted in recent years but cannot confirm whether he was executed, lawmakers
briefed by the agency said Wednesday. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e Rising tensions on the Korean Peninsula and Pyongyang’s spree of weapons tests are fueling
a debate in South Korea over the deployment and development of nuclear weapons as a
deterrent. (Dasl Yoon, The Wall Street Journal)

e The office of President Yoon Suk Yeol is considering suspending a 2018 inter-Korean summit
agreement if North Korea violates the South's territory again, officials said Thursday.

(Yonhap)

International:

e Throughout 2022, a dramatic increase in North Korean missile testing and other activities
have driven tensions on the peninsula higher than theyve been in years. But despite
increased appetite for the U.S. and South Korea to address the situation, neither have made
much headway on new solutions. (Monet Stokes, NK Pro)

e Former US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger stressed solid cooperation between South
Korea and the US for the denuclearization of North Korea in a luncheon held with Chung
Mong-joon, honorary chairman of the Asan Institute for Policy Studies in New York on
Thursday (local time), according to the organization on Friday. (Shin Ji-hye, The Korea
Herald)

e The continuing threat posed by North Korea will be on the agenda of an annual U.S.-Japan
security dialogue to be held here next week, a state department spokesperson said Thursday.
(Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The top diplomats of South Korea and Malaysia held consultations over the phone Friday on
strengthening ties in areas of the defense industry and infrastructure, Seoul's foreign
ministry said. (Yonhap)

e The United States continues to work closely with South Korea to monitor threats posed by
North Korea, a Pentagon spokesperson said Thursday, after a group of North Korean drones
infiltrated South Korea before returning home. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)
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Prepared by Tessa Aguilar, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Saturday, January 7, 2023

How to Respond to a NK Nuclear Test; NK Likely to Lift Pandemic
Border Restrictions in 2023

In North Korea:
Is Kim Ju-ae North Korea's heir apparent? (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/07/2023)

Key developments on North Korea this week (Yonhap, 01/06,/2023)
North Korea Likely to Lift Pandemic Border Restrictions in 2023 (The Diplomat, 01/06,/2023)
North Korea's former ambassador to Britain 'put to death' (Telegraph, 01/06,/2023)
Summary of domestic news in North Korea this week (Yonhap, 01/06,/2023)

In South Korea:

Because It Is Good for South Korea: Public Support for Defector Entrepreneurship (38 North,
01/05/2023)

Shame on the military for drone infiltration (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/06,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

South Korea Embraces "Tit for Tat’ Approach to North's Provocations (VOA, 01/06,/2023)
Summary of inter-Korean news this week (Yonhap, 01/06,/2023)

International:

Asan Institute's honorary chairman meets with Henry Kissinger (The Korea Times, 01/06,/2023)
How to Respond to a North Korean Nuclear Test (The National Interest, 01/06,/2023)

North Korea likely to take advantage of new 'Cold War' paradigm: experts (The Korea Times,
01,/07/2023)

Summary of external news of North Korea this week (Yonhap, 01/06,/2023)

Trilateral cooperation with S. Korea., Japan most important to U.S.. State Dept. (Yonhap,

01,/06,/2023)

In North Korea:

e Some analysts see Ju-ae’s public appearances as an attempt to solidify the regime's security.
Others tentatively suggest that Ju-ae may be cementing her role as heir apparent to carry on
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a fourth generation of the Kim dynasty and someday take control of the North’s nuclear
weapons. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The following are key developments regarding North Korea this week. (Yonhap)

North Korea’s quest to strengthen its military power will require financial backing — which
means reopening borders for trade and migrant workers. (Sangsoo Lee, The Diplomat)

Spies claim that Ri Yong-ho, not seen in public since 2019, removed by Pyongyang despite
unverified reports he was killed last year (Julian Ryall and Nicola Smith, Telegraph)

The following is a summary of domestic news in North Korea this week. (Yonhap)

In South Korea:

The reality is that for a government policy in support of resettling North Koreans to be
broadly accepted, it has to be economically advantageous and offer something “good for
South Korea.” (Steven Denney and Christopher Green, 38 North)

No matter how cutting-edge weapons our military has, it can never win against the enemy
unless it is trusted by the people. President Yoon must hold all related military officers and
soldiers accountable for the ominous security breach before it’s too late. (Korea JoongAng

Daily)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

In June, after North Korea fired eight short-range ballistic missiles into the ocean, South
Korea and the United States responded by sending the exact same number of missiles into
the sea. (William Gallo, VOA)

The following is a summary of inter-Korean news this week. (Yonhap)

International:

Kissinger said that South Korea and the United States must deal with the North Korean
nuclear problem through solid cooperation. He also mentioned that the denuclearization of
North Korea is necessary not only for Northeast Asia but also for China. (Kim Jae-heun, The
Korea Times)

In the long term, the Kim family’s massive investment in acquiring its nuclear and missile
capability will be an almost total loss. The regime must understand that it can't employ
nuclear weapons without bringing disaster on itself, nor can it use them as effective
blackmail. (Daniel Sneider, The National Interest)

With the global order shifting to a new "Cold War" paradigm, where North Korea partners
with China and Russia against a U.S.-led trilateral alliance with South Korea and Japan,
Pyongyang is expected to go its own way of advancing its nuclear program, according to
diplomatic observers. (Kang Seung-woo, The Korea Times)

The following is a summary of external news of North Korea this week. (Yonhap)

Close cooperation between South Korea, Japan and the United States is crucial in dealing
with a range of challenges facing the allies in the Indo-Pacific, including the security threat
posed by North Korea, a state department spokesperson said Friday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Haeun Moon, HRNK Research Intern
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Orlgmal news]etter archived and available here:

Sunday , January 8, 2023

S. Korea considering buying Israeli drone detection system:

source; NK media silent on leader Kim's birthday
In North Korea:
NK media silent on leader Kim's birthday (Yonhap, 01/08/2023)

In South Korea:
Internal battle over the drone infiltration (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/08 /2023)

Ministry refutes DP's claim military's action against N.K drone infiltration was armistice breach
(Yonhap, 01/08/2023)

S. Korea considering buying Israeli drone detection system: source (Yonhap,
01,/08,/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea's state-controlled media made no mention of leader Kim Jong-un's birthday
Sunday. (Yonhap)

In South Korea:

e After the infiltration of North Korean drones into our air space over Seoul on Dec. 26, the
government, military and politicians must concentrate on finding the reasons for our
lethargic response and devising effective ways to prevent it. Regrettably, however, the
People Power Party (PPP) and the Democratic Party (DP) are stuck in a political mud fight
after a PPP lawmaker raised the possibility of a DP lawmaker staying in touch with North
Korea. (Korea JoongAng Daily)

e South Korea's defense ministry on Sunday refuted the main opposition party's claim that the
South's action against North Korea's latest drone infiltration was a violation of the armistice
agreement that halted the 1950-53 Korean War. (Yonhap)

e South Korea's military is considering the purchase of an Israeli "electric eye" as part of
efforts to bolster its capabilities to detect small North Korean drones, a defense source in

Seoul said Sunday. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Jiwoo Hwang, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Monday , January 9, 2023

Defector group says it will use drones for leaflet campaign; New
North Korean propaganda posters focus on economy over
missiles

In North Korea:

Is Kim Yo-jong a spare for Kim Jong-un? (The Korea Herald, 01/09/23)

More in North Korea becoming disillusioned with regime: Tae (The Korea Herald, 01/09/23)
N. Korea again on virus alert as cases rise in S. Korea, China (Yonhap, 01/09/23)

New North Korean propaganda posters focus on economy over missiles (NK News, 01/09/23)

In South Korea:

Three individuals accused of working with North Korean agents (Korea JoongAng Daily,
01/09/23)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
Defector group savs it wi e drones for leaflet campaign against N, Kore

group sa 1se d ) AMpaign aga a (Yonhap, 01/09/23)
Tit-for-tat action not restricted by armistice agreement, ministry claims (The Korea Herald,
01/09/23)

UN Command investigating armistice violations after North Korean drone intrusion (NK News,
01/09/23)

Yoon threatens to send drones 'deep’ into North Korea (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/09/23)

Yoon's office keeps open communication channel with NK rights activists (Korea Times,
01/09/23)

International:

Kenneth Rowe, North Korean pilot who defected in Soviet plane, dies at 90 (NK News,
01/09/23)

In North Korea:

e Kim Yo-jong a successor to Kim Jong-un? Or a top spare for the Kim dynasty? asked
Yoshihiro Makino, a reporter and former Seoul bureau chief of the Asahi Shimbun, one of the
four largest newspapers in Japan, in his recently published book titled “Kim Jong-un to Kim
Yo-jong” The Korean edition hit shelves on Dec. 23. (Hwang Dong-hee, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea’s elite and younger generations are growing increasingly disillusioned with the
Kim Jong-un regime, according to emigre-turned-assemblyman Rep. Tae Yong-ho. (Kim
Arin, The Korea Herald)
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e North Korea has called for strengthening quarantine measures against the COVID-19
pandemic, citing the fast spread of the virus in such neighboring countries as South Korea
and China, according to its state media Monday. (Yonhap)

e North Korea rolled out new propaganda posters over the weekend designed to “arouse all
people to implement” the ruling party’s new year economic goals, according to state media,
after kicking off a campaign to study the goals at a massive rally for 100,000 Pyongyang
residents. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

In South Korea:

e Three South Koreans affiliated with the minor Progressive Party and a farmers' group in Jeju
are under investigation for allegedly establishing an underground network that collaborated
with North Korean agents for over five years. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e A North Korean defectors' group said Monday it plans to fly unmanned aerial vehicles soon
carrying anti-Pyongyang leaflets across the border. (Yonhap)

e South Korea’s Defense Ministry on Monday said that the military’s response to the
cross-border infiltration by North Korean drones did not breach the armistice agreement,
stressing that the countermeasure was essential to its right of self-defense enshrined in the
UN Charter. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e The United Nations Command (UNC) is investigating inter-Korean drone intrusions that
occurred last month, after North Korea flew five drones into ROK airspace and South Korea
responded by sending its own unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) into the DPRK. (Jeongmin Kim,
NK News)

e Seoul could send drones deep into North Korea if Pyongyang stages another drone incursion
into the South, a high-ranking presidential official told the JoongAng Ilbo on Monday. (Park
Tae-in, Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e Presidential officials have granted meetings with North Korean human rights activists last
year and will continue to keep dialogue channels with them open in a departure from the
preceding Moon Jae-in administration, an official said Monday. (Korea Times)

International:

e Kenneth Hill Rowe, a North Korean pilot who defected in his Soviet MiG-15 aircraft across
the Demilitarized Zone shortly after the Korean War, passed away last month at his home in
Daytona, Florida. (Oliver Jia, NK News)

Prepared by Claire McCrea, HRNK Research Intern
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Tuesday, January 10, 2023
HRNK Mourns the Passing of Ronald (Ronnie) Lawrence
Bohmuller

Top News:

HRNK Mourns the Passing of Ronald (Ronnie) Lawrence Bohmuller (HRNK, 01/10,/2023)

North Korea Discloses "New" Nuclear Capabilities: Should we be Worried? (19FortyFive,
01/10/2023)

CW . NO AN cl
(Radio Free Asia, 01/04/2023)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text below

In North Korea:

Beyond propaganda: New exhibit spotlights North Korea's ‘hidden’ oil paintings (NK News,
01/10,/2023)

North Korea builds replica of Pyongyang’s Kim Il Sung Square on Chinese border (NK News,
01/10,/2023)

North Korea built secret network of over 50 COVID isolation facilities: Imagery (NK News,
01/10,/2023)

N. Korea says it will never compromise over sovereignty (The Korea Herald, 01/10,/2023)

Only 67 North Korean defectors reach South in 2022, second fewest ever (NK News,
01/10,/2023)

Cl . :
01/10,/2023)
In South Korea:

The costs and risks of Korea’s nuclear armaments (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/10,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Activist says he will send drones into North Korea carrying anti-regime leaflets (NK News,
01,/09/2023)

Ministry requests defectors' restraint for anti-Pyongyang leaflet campaign using drones
(Yonhap, 01,/10,/2023)

International:
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Interview: How North Korean defector Timothy Cho became a believer in democracy (NK News,
01,/09,/2023)

Japan to build up defenses from 2023, with China and North Korea in mind (The Japan Times,
01,/09/2023)

North Korea and France have no official ties. That doesn't mean they don't talk. (NK News,

01,/09,/2023)

Top News:

Ronald (Ronnie) Lawrence Bohmuller passed away January 4, 2023, at Duke University
Medical Center following heart surgery, after an extended illness. All members of our HRNK
team are deeply saddened by Ronnie's passing. For several years, he applied his
extraordinary knowledge of satellite imagery to investigating North Korea's detention
facilities, making terrific contributions to HRNK's efforts to bring truth, freedom, peace,
justice, and human rights to the people of North Korea. Arrangements are by Bryan-Lee
Funeral Home in Garner. Online condolences may be made to the family at www.bryan lee
funeral home.com. (HRNK)

What Is North Korea Planning? As part of a significant speech Kim Jong-un gave on the last
day of 2022, he made several key disclosures. Kim stated that his nation would develop a new
ICBM and “exponentially” increase its nuclear capability. In the same speech, he also stated
that North Korea’s nuclear weapons could now be used for offensive operations. (Bruce E.
Bechtol Jr., 19FortyFive)

Anchor: In this New year, we are looking forward to the continued active efforts of North
Korean human rights groups. The Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK),
located in Washington, DC, will hold events not only in the United States but also around the
world to report on the human rights crisis in North Korea and call for action and
improvement. The first event of the year will be held on February 28 at the DACOR Bacon
House in Washington, DC. In March, there are plans to hold international conferences in
Geneva, Switzerland, Brussels, Belgium, and Seoul, South Korea. On the 3rd, Greg Scarlatoiu,
Executive Director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, told Radio Free Asia
(RFA) that he would work internationally to ensure that human rights, a common value of
allies of liberal democracy, are guaranteed in North Korea. Executive Director Scarlatoiu: We
will be quite busy. We have been preparing in advance since the end of last year. We have
been researching, publishing reports for the past 22 years, but this year we will be even more
active at the United Nations, publishing reports and holding international seminars for a
human rights-first approach. (Shim Jae-hoon, Radio Free Asia)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom.

In North Korea:

A stream pours through a cloud-covered valley, majestic mountains towering above. A
worker, arms crossed and forehead wrapped with cloth, poses for a portrait. The tentacles of
two squid spill off a dis, alongside the rigid bodies of fish also waiting to be cooked. The
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phrase “North Korean art” typically evokes images of colorful socialist propaganda. But a new
exhibition in Seoul aims to turn that assumption on its head, showcasing DPRK paintings
that reflect the interests and talents of artists more than the dictates of the state. (Shreyas
Reddy, NK News)

e The North Korean border city of Sinuiju now has its own replica of Pyongyang’s Kim Il Sung
Square to use for mass rallies and possibly even a military parade, according to NK News
analysis of state media and satellite imagery. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korea has constructed more than 50 likely COVID-19 quarantine facilities throughout
the country since the pandemic began, according to NK Pro analysis of satellite imagery, a
sign of extensive preparations to isolate patients long before the DPRK announced its first
official outbreak last year. (Jacob Bogle, NK News)

e North Korea will never compromise or concede on the fundamental interests and
sovereignty of the country despite any challenges, North Korean state media said Tuesday,
legitimizing the ruling party’s intransigence and determination to stand against foreign
powers. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e Just a few dozen North Korean defectors reached South Korea in 2022, the unification
ministry announced Tuesday, as severe COVID-19 movement restrictions in the DPRK and
China continued to make it difficult for people to escape. The 67 defectors that arrived in the
ROK last year marks the second-lowest total on record and is only slightly higher than the 63
defectors that made it to South Korea in 2021, the ministry said in a statement to reporters.
(Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e Foreign students in North Korea have the opportunity to live side-by-side with local Korean
students known as “dongsuk-saeng” (‘5<4), literally “students living in the same
accommodation” This enables a kind of cultural exchange, which in many cases can be
highly enriching for both sides. And it's quite the privilege: North Korea’s system is set up to
rigorously prevent or at least closely manage interactions between locals and foreigners.
(Alex Sigley, NK News)

In South Korea:

e With the rapidly advancing North Korean nuclear threat and persistent questions about the
reliability of the U.S. nuclear umbrella, it is understandable that South Koreans are debating
whether to acquire their own nuclear weapons. (Robert Einhorn, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e High-profile defector Park Sang-hak plans to fly drones into North Korea to disseminate
anti-regime leaflets and USB sticks in the near future, the activist told NK News on Tuesday,
calling the technology a game-changer for leafleting. Park’s announcement comes weeks
after five DPRK drones breached ROK airspace, with one even entering the no-fly zone near
the presidential office in Seoul. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e South Korea's unification ministry has asked a North Korean defectors' group to refrain from
carrying out a campaign to send anti-Pyongyang leaflets using drones, according to a
ministry official Tuesday. The request came after Park Sang-hak, head of the Fighters for
Free North Korea (FFNK), said Monday that the group plans to fly unmanned aerial vehicles
soon carrying leaflets critical of the North across the inter-Korean border. (Yonhap)
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International:

e As a North Korean defector, Timothy Cho followed a path into British politics that was far
from typical. His parents fled the DPRK when he was a boy and left him an orphan whom the
state branded a member of the hostile class. Repeated attempts to escape himself resulted in
multiple stints in prison, where he says he witnessed shocking violations of human rights.
(Harry Clynch, NK News)

e Japan will start strengthening its defense posture from this year based on three key
documents that the government revised last December to better adapt to the deteriorating
security environment in the surrounding region. (Reito Kaneko, The Japan Times)

e France's official stance toward North Korea is one of non-recognition, joining Estonia as the
only European Union member states that don't have diplomatic relations with Pyongyang.
The story of the two countries is far more complicated, however, with cultural and economic
exchanges dating back to the establishment of a North Korean trade mission in Paris in 1968.
(Nicolas Levi, NK News)

[Translation] In the New Year, North Korean human rights organizations raise their voices around
the world.

Anchor: In this New year, we are looking forward to the continued active efforts of North Korean
human rights groups. Human rights organizations are anticipating events around the world,
including Washington DC, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, and Belgium. Reporter Shim Jae-hoon
reports.

With the addition of the economic and health crises to the North Korean regime's internal control
and border blockade, which has been going on for more than 3 years now since the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the human rights situation of the North Korean citizens is getting worse.

In 2023, in the midst of growing concerns from the United Nations and many governments around
the world, international North Korean human rights groups are raising their voices even louder and
striving to improve human rights in North Korea.

The Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK), located in Washington, DC, will hold
events not only in the United States but also around the world to report on the human rights crisis
in North Korea and call for action and improvement.

The first event of the year will be held on February 28 at the DACOR Bacon House in Washington,
DC.

In March, there are plans to hold international conferences in Geneva, Switzerland, Brussels,
Belgium, and Seoul, South Korea.
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On the 3rd, Greg Scarlatoiu, Executive Director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea,
told Radio Free Asia (RFA) that he would work internationally to ensure that human rights, a common
value of allies of liberal democracy, are guaranteed in North Korea.

Executive Director Scarlatoiu: We will be quite busy. We have been preparing in advance since the
end of last year. We have been researching, publishing reports for the past 22 years, but this year we
will be even more active at the United Nations, publishing reports and holding international
seminars for a human rights-first approach.

The North Korea Freedom Coalition, headquartered in Virginia near Washington DC, also announced
that it would strengthen cooperation with North Korean human rights activists around the world in
the new year.

On the 4th, North Korea Freedom Coalition advisor Seo Ok-ja announced on Radio Free Asia (RFA)
that they would meet with members from around the world via an online meeting at 7:00 pm on the
last Thursday of every month. In addition, they will hold a demonstration in September against the
forced repatriation of North Korean defectors in China.

Advisor Seo Ok-ja: When meeting in person, only people in the Washington DC region are able to
gather. However, when hosting events online, we have the advantage of being able to gather North
Korean human rights activists from the UK, Australia, South Korea, and Japan. North Korea Freedom
Week will be held in September. I went to the Chinese embassy in Washington DC, called out all the
North Korean defectors by name, opposed forced repatriation, and delivered a letter to the Chinese
ambassador.

Missionary Pastor Star Lee Esther has been showing photos of North Korean political prison camps
to Americans with members in front of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington DC every Tuesday from
March 2021. On the 4th, she told Free Asia Broadcasting (RFA) that the meetings she holds, which
inform Americans of the reality of human rights abuses in North Korea, had expanded to Atlanta,
Chicago, and New York, and it would further be expanded to Los Angeles and Texas in the new year.

Pastor Star Lee: On the placard that we display, there are about 20 pictures of North Korean political
prison camps as well as explanations in English. All Americans passing by stop to take pictures and
videos of the placards. It informs Americans who do not know about the situation in North Korea
and of the people who are suffering serious human rights violations. We are trying to spread this
North Korean human rights movement to all 50 states in the United States.

In addition, there are also groups that engage in human rights activities undercover in North Korea
and undisclosed to the media.

(We can't talk about the focus of our work for North Korea, for the safety of all concerned.)
Ben Cohen, a press manager at Open Doors, an international Christian missionary organization, told
Radio Free Asia (RFA) on the 4th that he would avoid commenting on North Korea for the safety of

North Korean organization members. (We can't talk about the focus of our work for North Korea, for
the safety of all concerned.)
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There is also a human rights group that is working to reveal the reality of the oppressed citizens
based on the satellite observations of the interior of North Korea.

Human Rights Watch, which found in its observation of the North Korea-China border last year that
"people's movement and trade are being restricted,’ said it plans to release the results of satellite
imagery analysis of other regions early this year.

Reporter Shim Jae-hoon, editor Yang Sung-won, web team Kim Sang-il

Translated by Haeun Moon, HRNK Intern

Prepared by Kia Fatahi, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Wednesday, January 11, 2023

North Korea bans cellphones from public propaganda lectures;
South Korea, U.S. plan February nuclear tabletop drills to deter
North

In North Korea:
North Korea bans cellphones from public propaganda lectures (Radio Free Asia, 01/10/2023)

In South Korea:
Ex-security chief hid North Korea killing South Korean to shield Moon: prosecutors (Korea
Herald, 01/11/2023)

Is 'reunification of Korea' still a goal, 70 years on? (Korea Herald, 01/11/2023)
Korean leader cites North's serious threat (AP, 01/11/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Possible drone spotted near DMZ, weeks after North Korean incursion (NK News, 01/11/2023)

International'

01 /11 /2023)

S. Korea, US to conduct joint drills to respond to N. Korean nuclear attack (Korea Times,
01/11/2023)

South Korea, U.S. plan February nuclear tabletop drills to deter North (Reuters, 01/11/2023)

US keeping ‘close eye’ on North Korean chemical and biological weapons (NK News, 01/11,/2023)
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https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/us-keeping-close-eye-on-north-korean-chemical-and-biological-weapons/

U.S. monitoring N. Korea. others for potential chemical weapons proliferation: Pentagon
(Yonhap, 01/11/2023)

US nuke delivery systems to play big role in joint drills with ROK: Yoon (NK News, 01/11/2023)

In North Korea:

North Koreans are no longer allowed to bring their cellphones into propaganda lectures,
which are a regular, mandatory part of life there, sources in the country say. (Hyemin Son,
trans. Claire Shinyoung Oh Lee, Radio Free Asia)

In South Korea:

Suh Hoon, an ex-national security and intelligence chief, ordered the cover-up of the killing
of a South Korean official by North Korean troops at sea in 2020 over concerns the incident
would prompt criticism of then-President Moon Jae-in, according to an indictment Seoul
prosecutors submitted to the National Assembly. (Kim Arin, Korea Herald)

Data suggests once-ironclad resolve to unite Korean Peninsula may be waning among young
South Koreans. (Yoon Min-sik, Korea Herald)

North Korea’s spike in missile tests, growing nuclear ambitions and other provocative acts
pose a “serious threat” that could lead to a dangerous miscalculation and spark a wider
conflict, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol said Tuesday. (Adam Schreck, Hyung-Jin Kim,
AP)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

A possible unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) circled South Korean skies near the inter-Korean
border on Tuesday afternoon, footage recorded by NK News shows, raising questions about
the frequency and origin of flights in the sensitive area weeks after a high-profile North
Korean drone intrusion. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

International:

A federal judge has raised the possibility that the former U.S. Marine who stormed the North
Korean Embassy in Madrid in 2019 may not be eligible for extradition after all, owing to
ongoing hostilities between Washington and Pyongyang. (Ethan Jewell, NK News)

South Korea and the U.S. will conduct a joint military drill next month to deal with a possible
North Korean nuclear attack. The exercise is part of the two countries' efforts to carry out
extended deterrence. (Nam Hyun-woo, Korea Times)

South Korea and the United States will hold tabletop exercises next month as the allies move
to better counter the North’s nuclear threats, South Korea's defence minister said on
Wednesday. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

The U.SS. is closely monitoring North Korea and others to counter the proliferation of
chemical and biological weapons, the Department of Defense (DoD) said Tuesday, ahead of
the release of Washington’s inaugural Biodefense Posture Review. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)
The United States continues to keep a close watch on North Korea and others for possible
use or proliferation of illegal chemical and biological weapons, a Pentagon spokesperson said
Tuesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)
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e South Korea envisions U.S. nuclear weapons delivery systems as playing a large part in
combined exercises going forward, President Yoon Suk-yeol said Wednesday, as Seoul
continues to seek enhancements to defend against North Korean military threats. (Jeongmin
Kim, NK News)

Prepared by Myriam Aribaud, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240502140310 /https: //mailchiimp /596e337abe hrok-news-items-north-korea
phones-from-public-propaganda-lectures-south-korea-us-plan-february-nuclear-tabletop-drills-to-deter-north

Thursday, January 12, 2023

ROK investigating progressive groups for establishing pro-North
Korea spy cells; US, Japan unveil plans to strengthen the
alliance

In North Korea:

Experts: North Korea's Purge of Top Official Shows Loyalty May Be Insufficient (VOA,
01/11/2023)

Rehearsal for Pyongyang military parade spotted (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/12 /2023)

In South Korea:

ROK_investigating progressive groups for establishing pro-North Korea spy cells (NK News,
01/12,/2023)

Unification minister to meet chiefs of int'l organs on sidelines of Davos forum (Yonhap,
01/12/2023)

Unificati - | for Yoon's 'audacious' initiati r R (Yonhap,
01/11/2023)

Yoon's comment on nuclear armament indication of will to defend nation: official (Yonhap,
01/12/23)

Yoon says Seoul could rapidly acquire nukes if North Korean threats increase (NK News,
01/12,/2023)

International:

Libyan hospital welcomes dozens of North Korean medical workers (NK News, 01/12/2023)
US backs Japan’s push for counterstrike capabilities to counter North Korea (NK News,
01/12/2023)

U.S., Japan, S. Korea enhancing trilateral cooperation against N. Korean provocations: Blinken
(Yonhap, 01/12,/2023)
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US. Japan unveil plans to strengthen the alliance (AP News, 01/12/2023)
‘Woman King’ Statue Has Role in Sanctions Controversy (VOA, 01/12/2023)

International:

e UN sanctions forbid DPRK laborers from working abroad, but country’s doctors have been
active in Africa during pandemic. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e TForeign and defense officials reaffirm extended deterrence and cooperation with South
Korea in annual security meeting. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e 'In the face of the DPRK's unlawful and reckless missile launches, including the launch of a
long range ballistic missile over Japan in October, we are deepening our trilateral
cooperation with the Republic of Korea to deter and, if necessary, defend against
aggression,' Blinken said in a joint press conference with Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin,
Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi and Japanese Defense Minister Yasukazu
Hamada. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The United States and Japan unveiled plans Wednesday to strengthen their alliance to help
counter threats from North Korea and China, which they called the greatest security
challenge in the region. (Lolita C. Baldor, Mathew Lee, AP News)

e A statue in Benin of one of the female warriors of Dahomey, which appeared in the
Hollywood film 'The Woman King, was likely built by a sanctioned North Korean company,
according to evidence discovered by VOA's Korean Service. In an exclusive interview with
VOA, the Beninois government denies the statue was constructed by North Korea. Henry
Wilkins reports from Cotonou, Benin. (Henry Wilkins, VOA)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

Friday , January 13, 2023

US quickly downplays Yoon’s ‘nuclear prospect’; N. Korea
stresses Cabinet's role as economic command tower

In North Korea:

N. Korea stresses Cabinet's role as economic command tower (Yonhap, 01/13 /2023)

N.K. science commission's 2023 research to focus on agriculture, key industries (Yonhap,
01/13/2023)

North Korea has 80-90 nuclear weapons: Seoul researchers (UPI, 01/13 /2023)
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North Korea's child mortality and stillbirth rates improve in 2021: UN report (NK News,
01/13/2023)

In South Korea:

Ex-intel chief deleted records to conceal North Korean murder of South Korean: prosecutors
(The Korea Herald, 01/13/2023)

Yoon Suk-yeol’s remarks on South Korea acquiring nuclear arms (NK Pro, 01/13,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

NK human rights groups urge president to allow loudspeaker broadcasts, leaflets (The Korea
Times, 01/13/2023)

International:
N. Korea like

01/13/2023)
UN chief says onus on North Korea to return to denuclearization talks (NK News, 01/13 /2023)

\ [} 1
(Yonhap, 01/13,/2023)
US rules out South Korean nukes as it reaffirms extended deterrence (NK News, 01/13 /2023)
In North Korea:

e North Korea on Friday stressed the Cabinet's role as a control tower for economic policy as
it pushes to implement economic goals laid out for this year, according to its state media
Friday. (Yonhap)

e North Korea's commission in charge of science and technology has set the development of
agriculture and the country's key industries as its main research goals for the new year,
Pyongyang's main newspaper said Friday. (Yonhap)

e North Korea currently has 80 to 90 nuclear weapons and is targeting a stockpile of 300,
according to a new analysis by a South Korean state-run think tank. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

e North Korea’s child mortality rate improved in 2021 but remained five times higher than
neighboring South Korea, according to a new U.N. report. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

In South Korea:

e The former head of the National Intelligence Service of Korea, Park Jie-won, ordered the
deletion of all intelligence reports on North Korean troops killing South Korean government
official Lee Dae-jun on Sept. 22, 2020 at sea, according to an indictment submitted to the
National Assembly on Thursday. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

e President Yoon Suk-yeol stated this week that South Korea could acquire nuclear weapons if
North Korean threats increase, the first time an ROK leader has broached the possibility
since the U.S. withdrew its nuclear weapons from the peninsula more than 30 years ago.
(Jeongmin Kim, NK Pro)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
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e North Korean human rights groups urged President Yoon Suk Yeol to revise the current
government guideline in order to resume loudspeaker broadcasts and let activists send
anti-regime leaflets across the inter-Korean border. (Lee Yeon-woo, The Korea Times)

International:

e North Korea is widely expected to continue its provocations this year, presenting a very
serious challenge for the entire international community, South Korea's ambassador to the
United States Cho Tae-yong said Thursday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e UN. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said the responsibility for resuming
denuclearization talks lies squarely with North Korea, condemning Pyongyang’s nuclear
development. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e The US said Thursday it is still committed to a completely denuclearized Korean Peninsula
and that South Korea has made it clear it is not seeking nuclear weapons, a day after
President Yoon Suk Yeol openly backed a nuclear buildup if North Korea poses a bigger
threat than now. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

e The United States remains ready and capable to deter and counter any potential aggression
against South Korea under its extended deterrence, a Pentagon spokesperson said Thursday,
in apparent opposition to possible nuclear armament of its Asian ally. (Byun Duk-kun,
Yonhap)

e The Pentagon reiterated its commitment to extended deterrence to counter North Korean
“aggression” on Thursday, appearing to reject ROK President Yoon Suk-yeol’s suggestion that
South Korea could acquire its own nuclear weapons. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

Prepared by Myriam Aribaud, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Saturday, January 14, 2023

Biden, Kishida call for denuclearization of N. Korea; N. Korea’s
silent leadership reshuffle supports push to solve ‘food problem’

In North Korea:

N. Korea slams U.N. secretary-general's comment on its 'unlawful' nuclear weapons program
(Yonhap, 01/14,/2023)

North Korea’s silent leadership reshuffle supports push to solve ‘food problem’ (NK Pro,
01/13/2023)

In South Korea:

50


http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2023/01/103_343556.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230112009000325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/un-chief-says-onus-on-north-korea-to-return-to-denuclearization-talks/
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230113000547&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230113000351325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230113000351325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/us-rules-out-south-korean-nukes-as-it-reaffirms-extended-deterrence/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240502141142/https://mailchi.mp/30bbd9acd868/hrnk-news-items-us-quickly-downplays-yoons-nuclear-prospect-n-korea-stresses-cabinets-role-as-economic-command-tower
https://web.archive.org/web/20240502141142/https://mailchi.mp/30bbd9acd868/hrnk-news-items-us-quickly-downplays-yoons-nuclear-prospect-n-korea-stresses-cabinets-role-as-economic-command-tower
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230114001900320?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-koreas-silent-leadership-reshuffle-supports-push-to-solve-food-problem/

As Seoul weighs nukes to counter North Korea, it pays to consider the costs (NK Pro,
01/13/2023)

FULL TEXT: Yoon Suk-veol's remarks on South Korea acquiring nuclear arms (NK Pro,
01/13/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Koreans struggle to escape, thanks to covid and Kim (The Washington Post, 01/13,/2023)

International:

Biden, Kishida
01/14/2023)
S. Korea's advanced Army unit. U.S. Stryker team hold joint drills near border with N. Korea
(Yonhap, 01/14,/2023)

a (Yonhap,

In North Korea:

e North Korea on Tuesday denounced United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
who has said Pyongyang's "unlawful" nuclear weapons program is a "clear and present"
danger to the world. The comments came after Guterres called on North Korea to give up its
nuclear weapons program and return to talks during a Security Council meeting on
Thursday. (Yonhap)

e North Koreas recent party plenum made an open show of reshuffling senior military
officials, as Kim Jong Un sacked his second-most powerful military leader. But while the
images of Pak Jong Chon hanging his head in shame may have attracted the most attention, a
quieter series of personnel changes reinforced major economic goals set forth at the party
meeting — in particular the regime’s focus on agriculture as it seeks solutions to the “food
problem.” (Martin Weiser, NK Pro)

In South Korea:

e As North Korean threats continue to grow, the South Korean debate on nuclear options is
louder than ever — a reality driven home on Wednesday when President Yoon Suk-yeol
raised the possibility of Seoul acquiring its own nuclear weapons. The allies should take this
as an opportunity; the worst scenario for the ROK-U.S. alliance would be neglect from South
Koreans regarding North Korean threats. Neglect has always been a trigger for hostility
rather than for dialogue. (Cho Dongyoun, NK Pro)

e President Yoon Suk-yeol stated this week that South Korea could acquire nuclear weapons if
North Korean threats increase, the first time an ROK leader has broached the possibility
since the U.S. withdrew its nuclear weapons from the peninsula more than 30 years ago.
While falling short of an official policy declaration, the president’s suggestion has kicked off
debate about his administration’s nuclear posture and raised concerns that Seoul’s
willingness to entertain an indigenous nuclear program risks compromising its alliance with
Washington and the global nuclear non-proliferation regime. (Jeongmin Kim, NK Pro)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
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e Just 67 North Koreans arrived in South Korea last year, the Unification Ministry announced
this week, marking the second year of record-low refugee arrivals as North Korea remains
shuttered and more reclusive than ever in the coronavirus pandemic. Most of those who
arrived in the South in 2022 were not escapees fleeing North Korea directly but instead were
people who were in China or Russia, according to groups who support defectors upon
entering the country. (Michelle Ye Hee Lee, Min Joo Kim, The Washington Post)

International:

e U.S. President Joe Biden and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida reaffirmed their
commitment to completely denuclearize the Korean Peninsula in their bilateral summit held
here in Washington on Friday. The leaders also reaffirmed their commitment to further
enhancing trilateral cooperation among their countries and South Korea to that end,
according to their joint statement, released by the White House. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e South Korea's advanced Army unit armed with cutting-edge weapons has staged a joint field
exercise with a Stryker Brigade Combat Team from the U.S. 2nd Infantry Division near the
inter-Korean border. Around 800 troops from South Korea's TIGER Demonstration Brigade
and the Stryker brigade, deployed here in November last year as rotational force, have been
taking part in the battalion-level drills aimed at bolstering their combined operational
capabilities against North Korea's military threats. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Valerie Xu, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, January 15, 2023

OPINION | GUEST WRITER: Under siege; North Korea to hold key
parliamentary meeting this week; North Korean nuclear test
inevitable

Top News:

OPINION | GUEST WRITER: Under siege (NWA, 1/14,/2023)

In North Korea:

[Column] How not to keep fighting vesterday’s war (Korea JoongAng Daily, 1/15/2023)
Eyes on NK Jeader at upcoming parliamentary meeting (The Korea Herald, 1/15/2023)
N. Korea to hold key parliamentary meeting this week (Yonhap, 1/15/2023)
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In South Korea:
Yoon Suk Yeol takes economic diplomacy to Davos Forum (Korea JoongAng Daily, 1/15/2023)

International:

Japanese prime minister vows to resolve any issues with Korea (Korea JoongAng Daily,
1/15/2023)

N. Korean nuclear test inevitable., China unwilling and unable to help: Victor Cha (Yonhap,
1/15/2023)

S. Korea seeks formal consultations with U.S., EU on NK human rights (Yonhap, 1/15/2023)
Why Asia’s arms race risks spinning out of control (CNN, 1/15,/2023)

Top News:

While people across the globe are understandably focused on the tragedy unfolding in
Ukraine, what many may not realize is that people in other parts of the world are also under
siege. The situations vary greatly, with some regions facing crimes against humanity and /or
war crimes, while others are facing genocide or circumstances seemingly slouching toward
genocide. North Korea is virtually a prison and, in many ways, a human abattoir. A recent
report by the International Bar Association's War Crimes Committee and the Committee for
Human Rights in North Korea cited "evidence of arbitrary executions, infanticide, and forced
abortions being commonplace in detention centers." (Samuel Totten, NWA)

In North Korea:

The buzzwords at the Ministry of National Defense last month were “Defense Innovation 4.0”
aimed at transforming our military into an Al-based, cutting-edge armed force. The ministry
completed the “Basic Plans for Defense Innovation 4.0 — a roadmap to achieve the
ambitious goal — in December by holding a number of meetings and seminars with military
experts and civilian brains on science and technology. The army, navy, air force and marines
are all busy drawing up their basic strategies and plans to keep pace with the defense
ministry’s outline for defense reform. The presidential office will set up a national defense
innovation committee chaired by President Yoon Suk Yeol to help spur the bold makeover of
the military. (Min-seok Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Eyes are riveted on whether North Korean leader Kim Jong-un will convey another key
message on the country’s nuclear buildup and hard-line foreign policy at a parliamentary
meeting scheduled to be held this week. But experts have said the focus of the meeting is to
discuss key domestic issues, including annual economic plans and the state budget, as well
as preparations for nationwide events marking key anniversaries this year. (Da-gyum Ji, The
Korea Herald)

North Korea is slated to convene a key parliamentary meeting this week amid keen attention
to whether its leader Kim Jong-un will issue another message related to the country's
development of nuclear and other major weapons. The Supreme People's Assembly (SPA) will
hold the meeting Tuesday to discuss policy tasks, state budget issues and organizational
matters for 2023, the North's state media said last month. (Yonhap)

In South Korea:
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President Yoon Suk Yeol will make his debut at the World Economic Forum (WEF) in the
Swiss resort town of Davos this week, joining over 50 other foreign leaders and some 600
CEOs to discuss challenges facing the world. Since Saturday, Yoon has been on a
two-country, eight-day trip: first, a state visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and then to
Switzerland to attend the so-called Davos Forum. The trip is heavy on economic diplomacy
to help Korean businesses expand overseas. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

Prime Minister of Japan Fumio Kishida said he will resolve any issues with Korea during his
visit to Washington D.C. on Friday. “You may be worried about the relationship between
Japan and the Republic of Korea, but I intend to resolve the bilateral issues of concern as
quickly as possible, to restore sound Japan-ROK relations and then to further promote
them,” he said while addressing an audience at the Johns Hopkins University School of
Advanced International Studies, referring to Korea by the acronym of its full name, the
Republic of Korea. (Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

A North Korean nuclear test might be inevitable while China, despite its perceived influence
in Pyongyang, may be unwilling to help prevent such a test from taking place, former U.S.
nuclear negotiator Victor Cha said. Cha also insisted that Beijing may not have the means to
prevent North Korea from conducting a nuclear test even if it wanted to in a recent
interview with Yonhap News Agency. (Duk-kun Byun, Yonhap)

South Korea is pushing for the resumption of bilateral consultations with the United States
on the North Korean human rights problem following a six-year hiatus, multiple diplomatic
sources said Sunday. The allies had two rounds of working-level discussions in 2016 on ways
to promote human rights in the reclusive nation. Since the 2017 launch of the Moon Jae-in
administration, which proactively sought dialogue with Pyongyang, Seoul and Washington
had no such formal diplomatic discussions. (Yonhap)

It's an arms race bigger than anything Asia has ever seen - three major nuclear powers and
one fast-developing one, the world’s three biggest economies and decades-old alliances all
vying for an edge in some of the world’s most contested land and sea areas. In one corner are
the United States and its allies Japan and South Korea. In another corner, China and its
partner Russia. And in a third, North Korea. (Brad Lendon, CNN)

Monday, January 16, 2023

Why South Korea’s President is Talking About Nuclear Weapons;

US invests millions to expose regime to North Koreans
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In North Korea:
Despite its flaws, North Korea makes progress in women's rights: expert (The Korea Times,
01/16,/2023)

North Korean museum targets drug use, K-pop in campaign against social ills (NK News,
01/16,/2023)

In South Korea:

Why South Korea’s President is Talking About Nuclear Weapons (VOA, 01/16,/2023)

International:

By his own measures. Biden's North Korea policy has been a failure (NK News, 01/16 /2023)
Biden, Kishida discuss joint efforts to combat North Korean ‘provocations’ (NK News,
01/16,/2023)

Eve of the TIGER: ROK drone unit holds drills with US on North Korean border (NK News,
01/16,/2023)

US invests millions to expose regime to North Koreans (DW, 01/16/2023)

Yoon, Biden not quite in step on nukes for South Korea (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/16 /2023)

In North Korea:

e Despite its awful track record of human rights violations, North Korea is making progress in
one area: women's rights. (Jung Min-ho, The Korea Tumes)

e A North Korean museum is warning the public against drug use and foreign media
consumption, images published in state media reveal, offering rare insights into the
government’s approach to addressing such internal social issues after passing laws on the
problems in recent years. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

In South Korea:

e South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol is accelerating a once unthinkable debate over
whether his country should acquire nuclear weapons — a move that would transform the
U.S.-South Korea alliance and upend regional security dynamics. (William Gallo, YOA)

International:

e It doesn't take an expert to recognize that the Biden administration’s policy on North Korea
has been a failure. Tensions on the Korean Peninsula are at their highest level since 2017.
Last year, North Korea tested an unprecedented number of missiles, and the U.S., South
Korea and Japan ramped up joint military exercises. (Colleen Moore, NK News)

e U.S. President Joe Biden and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida pledged to strengthen
cooperation to ensure a free and open Indo-Pacific despite “growing challenges” like
“provocations by North Korea,” meeting for a bilateral summit in Washington. (Shreyas
Reddy, NK News)

e A new South Korean army unit trained in drone warfare and other emerging technologies
held its first joint drills with a U.S. brigade combat team near the inter-Korean border, not
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far from where at least five North Korean drones infiltrated ROK airspace late last month.
(Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e The United States will invest S50 million (€46 million) over the next five years to
surreptitiously bring information about the outside world into North Korea — hoping to
improve the image of the US and South Korea for North Koreans. (Julian Ryall, DW)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol's comments about nuclear weapons as a potential option for Seoul
have run into headwinds from Washington, which insists its goal is the total denuclearization
of the Korean Peninsula. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Tuesday, January 17, 2023

Experts on North Korean Human Rights Welcome South Korea’s
Review of UsingLoudspeaker Broadcasts and Sending Leaflets to
North Korea

Top News:

*Experts on North Korean Human Rights Welcome South Korea’s Review of Using Loudspeaker

Broadcasts and Sending Leaflets to North Korea (Radio Free Asia, 01/09,/2023)
*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom .

In North Korea:

In North Korea, an influencer might also be a propagandist (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/17/2023)
N. Korea to hold key parliamentary meeting this week (Yonhap News Agency, 01/17/2023)
Pyongyang's rubber stamp parliament convenes (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/17/2023)

Russian Embassy in North Korea denies report it will close due to COVID controls (NK News,
01/17/2023)

In South Korea:

ROK police arrest ex-underwear boss for alleged business deal with North Korea (NK News,
01/17/2023)

3

Swallow thumb drives if you get caught': Suspected NK spies reportedly under probe (The
Korea Herald, 01/17/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
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Everything that will happen if Seoul suspends 2018 inter-Korean military deal (NK Pro,

01/17/2023)

International:

Leaders of S. Korea, UAE adopt joint declaration to deepen partnership (The Korea Herald,
01/17/2023)

Herald, 01/17/2023)

(The Korea

Top News:

The South Korean government under President Yoon Suk-yeol has adopted the issue of
improving North Korean human rights as a national agenda and has been consistently
emphasizing this issue by adopting new policy positions. Greg Scarlatoiu, Executive Director
of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK), also told RFA on January 9th
that “Seoul’s North Korea policy has been changing 180 degrees since the inauguration of the
Yoon administration” and added that “this is the right thing to do” (Jamin Anderson, Radio

Free Asia)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text below

In North Korea:

Analysts say North Korea is training YouTubers as a strategy to increase government
propaganda. Yu Mi mentions that North Korean leader Kim Jong-un is making an effort to
improve the lives of Pyongyang residents. (Chung Yeong-Gyo, Sohn Dong-Joo, Korea
JoongAng Daily)

North Korea is scheduled to convene a key parliamentary meeting this week amid keen
attention over whether its leader Kim Jong-un will attend it to issue another message of the
country's development of nuclear and other major weapons. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap News
Agency)

North Korea's rubber-stamp parliament met on Tuesday amid weeks of silence on the
direction of its external relations and military policy. The Supreme People’s Assembly (SPA)
meets once or twice a year in Pyongyang to approve budgets, amendments to current laws
and personnel appointments. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The Russian Embassy in Pyongyang told NK News on Tuesday that it is “impossible” to
suspend activities in North Korea, denying a recent report that it could soon shut its doors.
(Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

In South Korea:

South Korean authorities arrested the former CEO of an underwear company and business
conglomerate on Tuesday on allegations that he conducted illegal business dealings with
North Korea, after the man spent months overseas on the run. (Ifang Bremer, Yeji Chung, NK
News)

South Korean authorities are investigating suspected operatives working for North Korea on
Jeju Island and in Changwon, South Gyeongsang Province, who told each other to “swallow
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thumb drives” if they get caught, a vernacular newspaper reported Monday. (Kim So-hyun,
The Korea Herald)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e In response to North Korea’s drone intrusion late last year, South Korean President Yoon
Suk-yeol began 2023 by ordering officials to review the possibility of suspending a landmark
inter-Korean military agreement signed in Sept. 2018. (Jeongmin Kim, NK Pro)

International:

e President Yoon Suk Yeol and Emirati leader Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan adopted
a joint declaration to deepen the special strategic partnership between the two countries on
Monday. It stated the Middle East country’s promise to invest $30 billion to Asia’s
fourth-largest economy, the presidential office said. (Shin Ji-hye, The Korea Herald)

e The South Korean and US defense chiefs will meet in Seoul before the end of next month to
discuss ways to reinforce the alliance’s deterrence and readiness against escalating North
Korean threats and enhance trilateral security cooperation with the US and Japan. (Ji
Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

[Translation] Experts on North Korean Human Rights Welcome South Korea’s Review of Using
Loudspeaker Broadcasts and Sending Leaflets to North Korea

Anchor: The South Korean government under President Yoon Suk-yeol has adopted the issue of
improving North Korean human rights as a national agenda and has been consistently emphasizing
this issue by changing its policies. U.S. human rights experts are welcoming such changes and
developments. This is Jamin Anderson reporting.

Last July, the Yoon government appointed a new envoy on North Korean human rights after nearly
five years of vacancy with support for many activities. It is also currently pushing to establish a
North Korean Human Rights Foundation for improving human rights in and humanitarian assistance
to North Korea, placing constant emphasis on the issue of North Korean human rights.

According to Yonhap News, an official from South Korea's presidential office said on January 9th that
they "held meetings last year with several affiliates from civic groups such as the Fighters for a Free
North Korea (FFNK) upon their request” and that “they have not met as of this year but they are still
keeping options open.”

On January 5th, the Ministry of Unification also announced that they are looking into the
resumption of loudspeaker broadcasts and leaflets to North Korea in case of the suspension of the
September 19 military agreement, as President Yoon recently instructed to consider suspending the
military agreement if North Korea commits another territorial invasion.

In a phone call with Radio Free Asia (RFA), Lee Hyun-seung, a research fellow at the Global Peace
Foundation (GPF) who fled North Korea in 2014 and currently resides in the United States, expressed
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his approval concerning the South Korean government’s recent moves toward permitting the
distribution of leaflets to North Korea.

He added that there is no point in keeping the anti-leafleting law because it is an amendment to the
Development of Inter-Korean Relations Act, which North Korea has consistently violated.

Lee Hyun-seung: “Never for once did North Korea keep an agreement with South Korea upon
agreeing to it nor consider it as something inviolable which must be kept. This is because the North
believes it can violate the Inter-Korean Relations Act at any time and takes it for granted that it does
not abide by it..”

Lee called upon the South Korean government to offer economic and technological support, so that
the activities of North Korean human rights organizations and North Korean refugees can yield
tangible benefits for the North Korean people.

Lee went on to say that with its advanced technologies, South Korea should freely share more
diverse information with the North Korean people.

Mentioning North Korea’s drone provocation last year, Lee commented that South Korea should also
fly drones in response, targeting information penetration, which the North fears the most.

Greg Scarlatoiu, Executive Director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK), also
told RFA on January 9th that “Seoul’s North Korea policy has been changing 180 degrees since the
inauguration of the Yoon administration” and added that “this is the right thing to do”

He appreciated that many North Korean escapee-run organizations have been communicating not
only with the presidential office, but also with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of
Unification. He also commented that North Korean refugees are encouraged by the current
government’s active work regarding North Korean human rights.

Moreover, he welcomed the possibility of legally resuming loudspeaker broadcasts and the
distribution of leaflets into North Korea.

Greg Scarlatoiu: "It makes perfect sense to restore means of transmitting information to the North.
This aligns with the Yoon government’s proposals to improve human rights in North Korea."

In step with Seoul’s policies, Scarlatoiu added that HRNK will continue highlighting the importance
of improving North Korean human rights by hosting seminars aimed at the international community,
including the United Nations, the European Union, and other relevant decision-makers.

Suzanne Scholte, head of the North Korea Freedom Coalition, also told the RFA that President Yoon
is well aware of the fact that North Korean refugees understand North Korea and Kim Jong-un more
than anyone else. She also pointed out that it is very important and prudent for the South Korean
government to interact and communicate with the North Korean escapees.

(Journalist Jamin Anderson, Editor Yang Seongwon, Web Team)

Translated by Yesun Kim, HRNK Research Intern
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Prepared by Venesia Delancy, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

http web.archive.org /web /2024050214 https: //mailchi.mp /adb4 ce/hrnk-news-items-experts-on-north-Kk

an-human-rights-welcome-south-koreas-review-of-usingloudspeaker-broadcasts-and-sending-leaflets-to-north-korea

Wednesday , January 18, 2023

Korean Subtitles Available for Recording of Oct. '22 UN Side
Event; North Korean hackers try offloading crypto and partly
succeed

Top News:
Korean Subtitles Available for Recording of Oct. '22 UN Side Event (HRNK, 01/17/2023)

In North Korea:

Infighting in North Korean sympathizer group leads Dutch branch to split (NK News, 01/18 /2023)
N. Korea's state media outlets keep mum on key parliamentary meeting (Yonhap, 01/18 /2023)

W k highlights 'ambitious' sister behin rth Korea's | r (The Korea Times, 01/18 /2023)
North Korea suspected of plagiarizing South Korean girl group's song (The Korea Times, 01/18 /2023)
North Korean hackers try offloading crypto and partly succeed (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/18 /2023)
Stable genius? Kim Jong Un's secret military horse program revealed (NK Pro, 01/18 /2023)

In South Korea:

S. Korea spy agency, police raid major labor group over alleged espionage (The Korea Herald,
01/18/2023)

International:
Pfizer offers to sell COVID vaccines and medicines to North Korea at low cost (NK News,
01/18/2023)

Unification minister meets UNICEF, WFP chiefs over N. Korea's humanitarian situations (Yonhap,
01/18,/2023)
Top News:

e Korean-language subtitles have been added to the recording of the side event that HRNK
co-hosted on the margins of the UN GA 3rd Committee session last October. To view the
subtitles, please click on 'Settings' at the bottom right of the screen and select 'Korean' from
the Subtitles menu. (HRNK)

In North Korea:
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e Netherlands chief leads one-man rebellion from Korean Friendship Organization, which
promotes DPRK internationally. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e North Korea's state media outlets on Wednesday remained silent about whether it convened
a key parliamentary meeting earlier this week, raising the possibility that the gathering could
run for at least two days. (Yonhap)

e Who will succeed North Korean leader Kim Jong-un if something suddenly happened to
him? This has become one of the most frequently asked questions about the reclusive state
since his health issues came to light three years ago. The book, authored by Yoshihiro
Makino, former Seoul bureau chief of the Asahi Shimbun, a Japanese newspaper, provides no
clear-cut answer to that question. However, it does provide some useful insights in that,
given the opportunity, Kim Yo-jong is more than willing to take the mantle. (Jung Min-ho,
The Korea Times)

e Kang Dong-wan, a political science professor at Dong-A University, posted a video on his
YouTube channel, Jan. 9, showing North Korean singer Jeong Hong-ran singing an arranged
version of "Envy Us" (direct translation) during a New Year's Eve celebration event. (Kim
Rahn, The Korea Times)

e According to a blockchain sleuth who goes by the Twitter handle ZachXBT on Monday, the
hacker organization — known to intelligence officials and cybersecurity experts as the
Lazarus Group — moved approximately 41,000 ETH ($63.5 million) from Jan. 13 to 14 onto
cryptocurrency exchanges Binance, OKX and Huobi. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e Throughout last year, North Korea launched a record number of missiles and openly took
steps toward its goal of deploying tactical nuclear weapons. But behind the scenes, the DPRK
military also invested significant resources in an instrument of war that fell to the wayside in
the early 20th century — horses. (Colin Zwirko, NK Pro)

In South Korea:

e The South Korean spy agency and police raided the headquarters of a major umbrella labor
union in central Seoul on Wednesday morning, on suspicion that some members had
violated anti-communist laws. (Lee Jung-Youn, The Korea Herald)

International:

e American firm expands not-for-profit program to DPRK, but expert says Pyongyang unlikely
to take up the offer. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e Kwon held talks with Catherine Russell, executive director of the U.N. Children's Fund
(UNICEF), and David Beasley, head of the World Food Program (WFP) on Tuesday (Swiss time)
on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos, according to the unification

ministry. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:
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Thursday, January 19, 2023

How NK's thought police hunt down foreign influences

In North Korea:
H rth Korea’s thought police hun n foreign influences (The Washington Post, 01,/19,/2023)

New report shines light on secret North Korean groups fighting against K-pop (NK News,
01/19,/2023)

North Korea calls for normalising factories, economy after COVID ‘upheaval’ (Reuters, 01/19,/2023)

North Korea cracks down on speech with new law to counter foreign influence (NK News,
01/19/2023)

3 ] arlia 2 2 a a (Yonhap, 01/19,/2023)
North Korea sentences 5 police officers to hard labor for attacking thelr superior (Radio Free Asia,

01/18,/2023)

North Korea sustains high defense spending with new budget (Associated Press, 01/19,/2023)

North Korea’s trade with China in Q4 hits three-year pandemic high (NK News, 01/19,/2023)

In South Korea:

Defector-turned-lawmaker declares bid for Council (Yonhap, 01/19,/2023)

Detention warrant applied for ex-SBW boss (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/19/2023)

Experts: South Korea Seeks Enhanced US Nuclear Assurances Against North Korea (VOA,
01/18,/2023)

Google Earth offers clear views of where Kim Jong-un works, lives (The Korea Herald, 01/19/2023)
in (NK News, 01/19,/2023)

Umons ralded for second day in a row (Korea JoongAng Dally, 01 /19 / 2023)

International:

01/19/2023)
Yoon arrives in Switzerlan nd D forum (Yonhap, 01/18 /2023)

In North Korea:

e The enforcers rely on fear, bribery and extortion to help Kim maintain his grip on society,
and can be quickly mobilized to quash activities deemed problematic, according to a report
by the Seoul-based Database Center for North Korean Human Rights that was first provided
exclusively to The Washington Post. (Michelle Ye Hee Lee, Min Joo Kim, The Washington
Post)

e Without notice, the secretive North Korean police would barge into schools and homes.
They'd conduct body checks on students, searching even their socks and under their belts
for flash drives carrying foreign media. Anyone found with such illicit content they would
take away. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

62


https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/01/18/north-korea-thought-police-information-kpop/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/new-report-shines-light-on-secret-north-korean-groups-fighting-against-k-pop/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-calls-normalising-factories-economy-after-covid-upheaval-2023-01-19/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/north-korea-cracks-down-on-speech-with-new-law-to-counter-foreign-influence/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230119000652325?section=nk/nk
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/police-01182023161530.html
https://apnews.com/article/politics-united-states-government-kim-jong-un-north-korea-south-d834bdffda0c2277f180e2e749b5e764
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/north-koreas-trade-with-china-in-q4-hits-three-year-pandemic-high/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230119008000315?section=national/politics
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/01/19/national/socialAffairs/korea-sbw-kim-jongun/20230119174419101.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/experts-south-korea-seeks-enhanced-us-nuclear-assurances-against-north-korea-/6924697.html
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230119000454
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/seoul-to-allow-private-groups-to-interview-new-north-korean-defectors-again/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/01/19/national/socialAffairs/Korea/20230119165428799.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230118000300325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230117006951315?section=national/diplomacy
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/01/18/north-korea-thought-police-information-kpop/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/01/18/north-korea-thought-police-information-kpop/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/new-report-shines-light-on-secret-north-korean-groups-fighting-against-k-pop/

e North Korea's parliament has outlined plans to normalise industrial production and meet its
economic goals this year, despite the "worst-ever upheaval" amid the coronavirus pandemic
in 2022, state media said on Thursday. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

e North Korea’s rubber-stamp parliament passed a new law on “protecting” the country’s
language from what authorities see as threatening foreign influence, as it met for an annual
full session to discuss state budget measures this week. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korea has convened a two-day parliamentary session in Pyongyang to discuss
budgetary and other issues, including legislation against foreign cultural influences, its state
media said Thursday. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yi Wonju, Yonhap)

e North Korea has punished five policemen for attacking a superior officer during a
departmental review, with leader Kim Jong Un personally ordering them to hard labor
sentences, sources in the country told Radio Free Asia. (Chang Gyu Ahn, trans. Claire
Shinyoung Oh Lee, Eugene Whong, Malcolm Foster, Radio Free Asia)

e North Korea’s rubber-stamp parliament has passed a budget that sustains a high level of
defense spending despite economic troubles as leader Kim Jong Un pushes for an aggressive
expansion of his nuclear arsenal amid stalled diplomacy. (Kim Tong-Hyung, Associated Press)

e North Korea capped off last year with its strongest quarter of trade with China since 2019,
customs data shows, signaling less anxiety about inbound goods despite mass COVID-19
caseloads just across the country’s northern border. (Ethan Jewell, NK News)

In South Korea:

e Rep. Tae Yong-ho, a North Korean defector-turned-lawmaker of the ruling People Power
Party, announced his bid to run for the party's Supreme Council on Thursday. (Yonhap)

e Prosecutors on Thursday applied for a pre-trial detention warrant for the former chairman
of SBW Group after grilling him for nearly 25 hours about corruption. (Lee Sung-Eun, Korea
JoongAng Daily)

e By expressing an interest in acquiring nuclear weapons, South Korea is demonstrating an
urgent determination to secure enhanced security assurances from the United States as the
nuclear threat from North Korea grows, experts say. (Christy Lee, VOA)

e Commercial satellite imagery can clearly capture North Korean leader Kim Jong-un’s office,
residence and other key facilities of Pyongyang, US state-owned broadcaster Voice of
America reported Wednesday, as it released Google Earth images of those locations. (Kim
So-hyun, The Korea Herald)

e Private organizations will soon have the opportunity to conduct surveys at South Korea’s
resettlement center for newly arrived defectors, the unification ministry announced
Thursday. (Ifang Bremer, Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e Police on Thursday raided the offices of construction unions affiliated with two major
umbrella labor organizations, a day after they raided ten locations to investigate separate
allegations that trade union officials collaborated with North Korean agents. (Michael Lee,

Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:
e The United States should consider possible deployment of U.S. nuclear weapons to South

Korea in the future, a U.S. think tank said Wednesday, in what it called "pre-decisional"
efforts to lay groundwork for the possible deployment in the future. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)
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e President Yoon Suk Yeol arrived in Zurich, Switzerland, on Tuesday on a four-day visit that
will include his attendance at the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum (WEF) in
Davos. (Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

Prepared by Yesun Kim, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Friday, January 20, 2023

What does persecution look like in North Korea?, North Korea intensifies war against
South Korean culture, No more diplomatic hiccups

Top News:
What does persecution look like in North Korea? (Open Doors, 2023)

In North Korea:

How the ROK’s education obsession puts North Korean defectors at a disadvantage (NK News,
01,/20/2023)

North Korea intensifies war against South Korean culture (The Korea Times, 01/19,/2023)

North Korea’s bleak budget for 2023 hints COVID and trade controls will stay (NK News, 01,/20/2023)
Summary of external news of North Korea this week (Yonhap News Agency, 01/20,/2023)

In South Korea:

Five North Korean agents with KCTU ties are described (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/20,/2023)

In trial on border killing, ex-Moon officials deny cover-up (The Korea Herald, 01/20,/2023)

Military ends search for drone near Thaad base, citing 'low’ espionage possibility (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 01/20,/2023)

South Korea inks deal to develop drones after North Korea's UAV intrusion (NK News, 01,/20,/2023)

International:
No more diplomatic hiccups (KOR) (Korea JoongAng Daily, 1/20,/2023)
i rship program for reff includin rth Koreans (NK News,
1/20,/2023)
Top News:

North Korea remains a brutally hostile place for Christians to live. If discovered by the authorities,
believers are either sent to labour camps as political prisoners where the conditions are atrocious,
or killed on the spot. A report issued in 2022 by The International Bar Association and The
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea said that Christians are particularly targeted and
exposed to torture in North Korean prisons. "Detention periods have been documented as being
longer for Christians than other groups, and witnesses have reported that ‘identified Christians are

64


https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230117006951315?section=national/diplomacy
https://web.archive.org/web/20240502142814/https://mailchi.mp/15554d748538/hrnk-news-items-20220119
https://www.opendoors.org/en-US/persecution/countries/north-korea/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/how-the-roks-education-obsession-puts-north-korean-defectors-at-a-disadvantage/
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2023/01/103_343943.html
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-koreas-bleak-budget-for-2023-hints-covid-and-trade-controls-will-stay/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230120007900325?section=nk/nk
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/01/20/national/socialAffairs/North-Korea-spies-Korean-Confederation-of-Trade-Unions/20230120152008809.html?detailWord=
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230120000494&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/01/20/national/defense/thaad-drone-usfk/20230120145958654.html?detailWord=
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/south-korea-inks-deal-to-develop-drones-after-north-korea-uav-intrusion/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/01/20/englishStudy/bilingualNews/Yoon-Suk-Yeol-Korea-UAE/20230120091354304.html?detailWord=
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/us-launches-private-sponsorship-program-for-refugees-including-north-koreans/

interrogated for longer periods, usually under torture), and subjected to some of the worst forms of
torture to force them to incriminate others during interrogation," it said. (Open Doors)

In North Korea:

One similarity between North and South Korea is that both take formal education extremely
seriously. A college education at a prestigious institution is what most children on the
peninsula work toward, and North Korean defectors are no exception. Some even decided to
escape from the DPRK because they wanted a better education for their kids. (Andrei Lankov,
NK News)

According to a new report released Thursday, the regime under Kim Jong-un has intensified
its campaign against such people, particularly those who enjoy South Korean pop music or
TV content, which it increasingly views as a threat to its stability in recent years. (Jung
Min-ho, The Korea Times)

North Korea’s Supreme People’s Assembly (SPA) held its annual session this week to review
the country’s finances and economic prospects for the coming year, and the outlook is far
from auspicious. (Peter Ward, NK News)

The following is a summary of external news of North Korea this week, including events such
as President Yoon's reaffirmed commitment to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
and Unification Minister Kwon Young-se meeting with UNICEF to discuss North Korea's
humanitarian situations. (Yonhap News Agency)

In South Korea:

The intelligence agency and police are reported to have identified five suspected North
Korean agents that made contact with top officials at the Korean Confederation of Trade
Unions (KCTU). (Kim Min-Joong, Lee Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Former top intelligence and security officials of the previous Moon Jae-in administration
denied at the first hearing held Friday that they tried to cover up North Korean troops killing
a South Korean government official at sea in 2020. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

South Korea's military has withdrawn from a fruitless search for a drone thought to have
crashed near a U.S. missile defense unit in a southern county earlier this week, its officials
said Friday, citing "low" chances that it was used for spying activities. (Korea JoongAng Daily)
Korea Aerospace Industries (KAI) has inked a deal with a U.S. defense firm to develop
high-tech unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) for South Korean navy destroyers, the
state-backed enterprise announced Thursday. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

International:

Diplomatic repercussions are getting bigger after President Yoon Suk Yeol made
controversial remarks defining Iran as “the enemy of the UAE” during his state visit to the
small Middle East country on January 15. (Korea JoongAng Daily)

The U.S. State Department unveiled a new private sponsorship program for refugees
Thursday, potentially paving the way for U.S. citizens and residents to play a direct role in
supporting the resettlement of refugees from around the world — including North Korea.
(Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

Prepared by Venesia Delancy, HRNK Research Intern
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Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Saturday, January 21, 2023

N. Korea continues to provide ammunition to Russia in violation of UNSC sanctions:
White House

In North Korea:

North Korean civilians start military parade training, imagery shows (NK Pro, 01/21/2023)
North Korea’'s Punggye-ri Nuclear Test Site: No Signs of an Imminent Test (38 North, 01/20,/2023)

In South Korea:

Over 3.600 'separated' S. Koreans died last year without family reunions: gov't data (Yonhap,
01/21/2023)

The Disastrous Downsi f h Korea Buildin lear W ns (38 North, 01/20,/2023)

International:

China's exports to North Korea more than tripled in 2022 (Reuters, 01/20,/2023)
First North Korean Extradited to US s Sentenced (VOA, 01/20,/2023)

First North Korean extradited to US gets 4-year sentence for money laundering (NK News,
01/21/2023)
New photos show North Korea sent weapons to Russian paramilitary group: Pentagon (NK News,
01/21/2023)

Kor ntin rovi mmunition to Russia in violation of nctions: Whi
(Yonhap, 01/21/2023)

US should prepare to redeploy tactical nukes in Korea, says group of US experts (The Korea Herald,
01/20/2023)

In North Korea:

e In sub-zero temperatures at Pyongyang’s Kim Il Sung Square Saturday morning, thousands
of civilians were seen practicing in giant formations of slogans and symbols which they will
have to perform during an upcoming military parade, according to NK Pro analysis of
satellite imagery. (Colin Zwirko, NK Pro)

e Recent commercial satellite imagery indicates ongoing activity at North Korea’s Punggye-ri
Nuclear Test Site, including the presence of a large number of personnel on site and ongoing
activity around the Main Administrative Area. Snow clearing and foot trails around the
entrance of Tunnel No. 3 (formerly known as the South Portal) suggest activity continues in
and around the tunnel. Some reports suggest the tunnel may have been test-ready since last
summer. What is clear is that the tunnel can be easily readied for use if and when a decision
to test is made. (Jack Liu, Olli Heinonen, Peter Makowsky, Jenny Town, 38 North)

In South Korea:
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e More than 3,600 South Koreans died last year without having a chance to reunite with their
family members in North Korea after the 1950-53 Korean War-driven separation,
government data showed Saturday. (Yonhap)

e In a wide-ranging interview on January 11, South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol warned
Pyongyang that if North Korea’s nuclear threat continues to advance, South Korea would
consider building nuclear weapons of its own or ask the United States to redeploy them on
the Korean Peninsula. Although President Yoon walked back these comments at the World
Economic Forum in Davos, they were published in the South Korean press and reinforced by
some Republic of Korea (ROK) defense analysts. Cheon Seong-whun said, “President Yoon’s
comment could turn out to be a watershed moment in the history of South Korea’s national
security.” (Siegfried S. Hecker, 38 North)

International:

e Chinese outbound shipments to North Korea surged 247.5% year-on-year to $894 million,
trade data released by China's General Administration of Customs showed on Friday.The top
export items in terms of value were soybean oil, rubber tyres, granulated sugar, tobacco and
unnamed medicines. (Ellen Zhang, Ryan Woo, Reuters)

e Businessman Mun Chol Myong was sentenced Friday in federal district court in Washington
to time served of 45 months in prison. (Masood Farivar, VOA)

e US judge agrees to more lenient sentence for Mun Chol Myong after he spent years in Malay
and American prisons. (Ethan jewell, NK News)

e Images appears to show rail shipment from North Korea to Russia late last year, but content
of containers unclear. (Ethan Jewell, NK News)

e John Kirby, strategic communications coordinator for the National Security Council, said the
U.S. has shared its intelligence on the delivery of North Korean ammunition to Russia with
the UNSC Panel of Experts on North Korea sanctions. (Bun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The United States should consider laying the groundwork with South Korea for a potential
redeployment of its tactical nuclear weapons on the Korean Peninsula to ramp up pressure
on North Korea and clear up South Korean doubts over the credibility of the US commitment
to extended deterrence, a group of US experts and former US senior officials said Thursday.
(Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and avallable here:
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Vice unification minister calls on N. Korea to return to dialogue
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In North Korea:

Parade Training in Full Swing (38 North, 01/22/2023)

In South Korea:

Vice unification minister calls on N. Korea to return to dialogue (Yonhap, 01/22/2023)

International:

Xi thanks N.K. leader for condolence message after Jiang's death (Yonhap, 01/22,/2023)
In North Korea:

e Commercial satellite imagery from January 21 reveals extensive parade preparations are
underway, as a few state holidays draw near. This includes drills and rehearsals both in Kim Il
Sung Square in downtown Pyongyang and at the Mirim Parade Training Ground. (Peter
Makowsky, Jack Liu, 38 North)

In South Korea:

e The vice minister urged the North to choose the right path, saying all of Seoul's offers,
including its proposal for talks on arranging reunions for families separated by the 1950-53
Korean War, remain valid. (Yonhap)

International:

e Chinese President Xi Jinping sent a message to North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, thanking
him for his condolence message following the death of former Chinese leader Jiang Zemin,
the North's state media said Sunday. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Ava Kim, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240503095726 /https: //mailchi.mp /fb2c13fblcc5 /hrnk-news-itemsvice-unification-ministe

r-calls-on-n-korea-to-return-to-dialogue

Monday, January 23, 2023

Russia says it shipped grain to North Korea, Time running out for
inter-Korean family reunions

In North Korea:
A kinder, gentler North Korea? H he DPRK lar culture embr. humanism (NK News,
01/23/2023)
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rth Korean military par lebrate F rmy anniversary: Imagery (NK News, 01/23 /2023)

In South Korea:
Why are South Koreans losing faith in America’s nuclear umbrella? (CNN, 01/21/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

INTERVIEW: ‘The loneli ime i w_Year’s D n her major holi ' (Radio Free Asia,
01/22/2023)

North Korean drone incursion rattles nerves in Seoul over air defences (Financial Times,
01/21/2023)

Time running out for inter-Korean family reunions, ROK official warns (NK News, 01/23 /2023)

55 years after sending a hit squad on a deadly raid in Seoul, North Korea has found new ways to
threaten South Korea (Business Insider, 01/22/23)

International:

0_wan ronger defen in rth Kor will citizen for it? (NK News,
01/23,/2023)
Russia says it shipped grain to North Korea, but doesn’t say how much (NK News, 01/23/2023)

In North Korea:

e Amid unprecedented hardships, several films and dramas promoted a surprising spirit of
acceptance and forgiveness (Tatiana Gabroussenko, NK News)

e North Korea appears to have scheduled its upcoming military parade for Feb. 8 to celebrate
the 75th founding anniversary of the Korean People’s Army (KPA), according to NK Pro
analysis of satellite imagery. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

In South Korea:

e Ten years ago, calling for South Korean nuclear weapons was a fringe idea that garnered
little serious coverage. Today it has become a mainstream discussion. (Paula Hancocks, CNN)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e Over the years more than 33,000 people who fled poverty and oppression in North Korea
have come to live in the South. Though most would say they are glad to have left their
oppressive homeland, many still long for home when the holiday season rolls around. (Soram
Cheon, Radio Free Asia)

e At 10:25am on December 26, five North Korean surveillance drones crossed the demarcation
line into South Korean airspace, exposing the dilemmas posed by Pyongyang’s increasingly
diverse and versatile weaponry. (Christian Davies, Financial Times)

e Seoul’s vice unification minister has warned that there is “no time to lose” when it comes to
reuniting divided families in the two Koreas, as data shows that thousands of South Koreans
died last year without seeing their loved ones in the North. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)
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e North Korea no longer sends death squads across the DMZ — though it has practiced raids
on a replica of the Blue House — but it continues to menace South Korea's leaders. (Benjamin
Brimelow, Business Insider)

International:

e Despite wide support for new security plans, public resistance to new taxes threatens to
leave them dead in the water (Justin Yeo, NK News)

e The Russian border region of Primorsky Krai has confirmed that it sent shipments of grain to
North Korea in 2022, without stating the total amount. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Prepared by Haeun Moon, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Tuesday, January 24, 2023

National Strategy for Countering North Korea; New US Envoy for
North Korea Rights an 'Ideal’ Fit, Activists Say

Top News:
National Strategy for Countering North Korea (National Institute for Public Policy, 01/23/2023)

New US Envoy for North Korea Rights an 'Ideal' Fit, Activists Say (VOA, 01/23,/2023)

In North Korea:
rth Korea i ld weather warnin mercury plun low as -20 F (NK News, 01/24 /2023)
North Korea issues 'extreme cold' weather alert (BBC, 01/24/2023)

N. Korean media airs documentary touting successful pandemic response (Yonhap, 01/24,/2023)
N. Korean media decries Yoon's remarks on Iran (Yonhap, 01/24/2023)

Panic-buying reported in Pyongyang amid rumors of new lockdown order (NK News, 01/24/2023)

International:

Biden looks to fill long-vacant North Korean human rights post (UPI, 01/24,/2023)

Biden nominates new North Korea human rights envoy (Radio Free Asia, 01/24/2023)

Biden nomin new ial envoy for N. Korean human rights (Yonhap, 01/24,/2023)

Biden nominates North Korea human rights envoy, first since 2017 (Reuters, 01,/24 /2023)

Biden nominates Turner as North Korea human rights envoy (The Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/24/2023)
FBI says N. Korea-related hacker group behind U.S. crypto firm heist (Reuters 01/24 /2023)

nomin Department veteran rth Korean human righ nvoy (NK News,
01/24,/2023)
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H

1Is for North Kor return r Pueblo (UPI, 01/24 /2023)

U.S. House resolution calls for return of USS Pueblo seized by N. Korea (Yonhap, 01/24/2023)

U.S.. S. Korea working to hold N. Korea accountable for supporting Russian war in Ukraine: State
Dept. (Yonhap, 01/24,/2023)

Top News:

"While insisting on complete and verifiable denuclearization," it argues, "the foundation of
U.S. strategy should be a human rights upfront approach, a comprehensive information and
influence campaign, and the advancement of the strategic aim of a free and unified Korea."
(Robert Joseph, Robert Collins, Joseph DeTrani, Nicholas Eberstadt, Olivia Enos, David
Maxwell, Greg Scarlatoiu, National Institute for Public Policy)

Human rights activists are welcoming the United States' appointment of an envoy for North
Korean human rights, a position that had been vacant for six years. The White House late
Monday announced it would appoint Julie Turner, a veteran State Department foreign affairs
officer, who has long focused on North Korea human rights issues. Greg Scarlatoiu,
executive director for the Washington D.C.-based Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea, said Turner is "a truly great scholar and champion of North Korean human
rights."Once confirmed, Scarlatoiu said he hopes the new envoy will adopt a "human rights
up front approach" to North Korea. "It's the darkest period in the history of human rights in
North Korea, believe it or not," Scarlatoiu said. (William Gallo, YOA)

In North Korea:

North Korean authorities issued extreme cold weather warnings for the entire country on
Tuesday, as a cold wave sweeping the peninsula pushes temperatures to dangerous lows in
some of the DPRK’s most vulnerable regions.The DPRK’s central radio broadcaster reported
in the morning that northern regions are forecast to dip below -20 degrees F (-30 C). The
capital city of Pyongyang reportedly reached -2 F (-19 C) earlier this morning, nearly 16
degrees F below average. (Ethan Jewell, NK News)

While North Korea has been affected by extreme or adverse weather much like other places,
little is known about the impact of this on its people. Ryanggang, North Hamgyong and
South Hamgyong, the country's poorest provinces and those expected to be most vulnerable
to climate shocks, are all located in the north. (Kelly Ng, BBC)

North Korea's state TV has aired a documentary film praising the country's success in
tackling the coronavirus pandemic last year amid efforts to prevent another outbreak. The
documentary, aired on the Korean Central Television on Monday night, introduced
Pyongyang's antivirus measures since the country announced its first COVID-19 case in May
last year, recalling the pandemic period as the greatest "disturbance since the founding of
the country." (Yonhap)

A North Korean propaganda outlet on Tuesday criticized President Yoon Suk Yeol's recent
remarks on Iran's relations with the United Arab Emirates (UAE), noting they drew Tehran's
wrath and created a "commotion” in the South. (Yonhap)

Source in capital also reports more temperature checks at stores, though officials have not
announced new virus controls. (Chad O'Carroll, Colin Zwirko, NK News)

International:
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e U.S. President Joe Biden nominated a career diplomat as a new special envoy for North
Korean human rights, moving to fill a post that has been vacant for six years. (Thomas
Maresca, UPI)

e U.S. President Joe Biden has nominated Julie Turner, a longtime State Department official, as
special envoy on North Korean human rights issues, a role left unfilled for more than five
years. (Alex Willemyns, Radio Free Asia)

e Julie Turner, director of East Asia and the Pacific at the state department's bureau of
democracy, human rights and labor, has been nominated to serve as special envoy for North
Korean human rights issues, according to the White House."Turner has served more than 16
years in the Office of East Asia and the Pacific, in positions of increasing responsibility,
primarily focused on initiatives related to promoting human rights in North Korea, including
a tour as special assistant in the Office of the Special Envoy on North Korean Human Rights
Issues," it said in a press release. (Yonhap)

e he White House on Tuesday nominated a special envoy for human rights in North Korea,
moving to fill a post that has been empty since 2017 amid debate over how rights issues fit
with efforts to counter Pyongyang's nuclear weapons programme. (Josh Smith, Reuters)

e If appointed, Turner will be succeeding Robert King, who served nearly seven years in the
Barack Obama administration from November 2009 to January 2017. The post has been
empty ever since - all throughout the Donald Trump administration and two years into the
Biden administration. (Lee Sung-Eun, The Korea JoongAng Daily)

e A hacker group associated with North Korea, the Lazarus Group, also known as APT38, was
responsible for the theft last June of $100 million from U.S. crypto firm Harmony’s Horizon
bridge, the Federal Bureau of Investigation said on Monday. (Reuters)

e If approved by the Senate, Julie Turner will be the first woman to fill a key role that has been
vacant for over six years. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e The U.S. House of Representatives introduced a resolution calling on North Korea to return a
navy ship that it seized 55 years ago and now keeps on display as a tourist attraction.
(Thomas Maresca, UPI)

e The House "maintains North Korea's seizure of the vessel USS Pueblo and its detention of the
crew were in violation of international law," says the resolution. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e 'It's fair to say that of course, we have the closest of relations with our South Korean allies.
There is a nexus to the DPRK, in this case, given the provision of arms and other military
wares from the DPRK to Wagner entities for use in Ukraine," the department spokesperson
said, referring to North Korea by its official name, the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here
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Wednesday, January 25, 2023

9 North Korean workers in Russia defected to South Korea;
'Respiratory illness' prompts lockdown of N. Korean capital

Top News:
*U.S. Department of State establishes ‘individual sponsorship program to help unsettled refugees...

North Korean defectors also eligible for support (RFA, 01/19/2023)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text below

In North Korea:

‘Dramatic’ construction underway at N.Korea’s main rocket launch site (The Korea Herald,
01/25/2023)

‘Respiratory illness' prompts lockdown of N. Korean capital (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/25/2023)
Rising’ illness in North Korea triggers 5-day lockdown in capital (NK News, 01/25/2023)

9 N. Korean workers in Russia defected to S. Korea last year: professor (Yonhap, 01/25/2023)

9 North Korean workers in Russia defected to South Korea (The Korea Times, 01/25,/2023)

Kim Jong Un'’s 2023 “master plan” is all about weapons, nothing about food (RFA, 01/25,/2023)

N.K. propaganda outlet slams S. Korea's plan to hold defense meeting with UNC members (Yonhap,
01/25/2023)

North Korea locks down capital city over 'respiratory illness' (Reuters, 01/25,/2023)

North Korea orders five-day lockdown in capital over 'respiratory illness' (The Telegraph,
01/25/2023)

North Korea Orders Lockdown in Capital After Spread of ‘Respiratory Illness’ (VOA, 01/25/2023)

Report: North Korean hackers stepping up crypto attacks (UPI, 01/25/2023)

International:

Arms control talks likely to hurt alliance between Seoul and Washington (The Korea Times,
01/25/2023)

From China to Japan. extreme cold is gripping East Asia. Experts say it's the ‘new norm’ (CNN,

01/25/2023)

n_an rth Kor nd warnin 1 Id sn W ross Asia (The Guardian,
01/25/2023)
Kim Jong-un said he needed USFK to protect him from China: Pompeo (The Korea Herald,
01/25/2023)
No need for full-time North Korea envoy without ‘active diplomacy. US says (NK News, 01/25/2023)

U.S. closely monitoring N. Korea for possible nuclear test: Pentagon (Yonhap, 01/25/2023)
U.S. may appoint special envoy solely dedicated to N. Korea if dialogue resumes: State Dept. (Yonhap,
01/25,/2023)

military presence in S. Kor n her N. Kor 1I: Pompeo (Yonhap, 01/25/2023)
US pins S100M crypto heist on North Korea, backing private sector attributions (NK News,
01/25,/2023)

Top News:
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e Regarding this new program, Greg Scarlatoiu, Executive Director of the Committee for
Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK), told Radio Free Asia (RFA) that the ‘Welcome Corps’
program preliminarily seemed to be a good system that would benefit more refugees, but
included that he would have to wait a little longer to judge the real effectiveness of support
for North Korean refugees. (Jamin Anderson, VOA)

In North Korea:

e Satellite imagery showed “dramatic and ongoing” construction in North Korea’s main missile
and rocket launching station on the west coast, a Washington-based think tank said Tuesday,
noting that the site could be used for a satellite launch “in the near future” (Ji Da-gyum, The
Korea Herald)

e Pyongyang entered a five-day lockdown on Wednesday to combat a rise in cases of
respiratory illness, according to an official North Korean government notice seen by NK
News. Although the government notice mentioned several illnesses spreading in Pyongyang,
including the common cold, it did not mention Covid-19. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korean authorities have ordered a five-day lockdown for Pyongyang residents starting
Wednesday due to "rising" cases of respiratory illness, according to an official DPRK
government notice seen by NK News. (Chad O'Carroll, Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e Nine North Korean workers dispatched to Russia for dollar earnings defected to South Korea
late last year amid Moscow's protracted war with Ukraine, according to a professor in the
South on Wednesday. (Yonhap)

e Nine North Korean workers dispatched to Russia as part of the regime's efforts to collect
U.S. dollars recently defected to South Korea amid Vladimir Putin's war in Ukraine, according
to an expert familiar with the issue Wednesday. (Jung Min-ho, The Korea Times)

e North Koreans forced to study supreme leader Kim Jong Un’s newly published “master plan”
for 2023 say it is a rehash of old tropes and offers nothing on how to address the most
pressing concern on people’s minds: overcoming the country’s chronic food shortage,
sources tell Radio Free Asia. (Jieun Kim, RFA)

e A North Korean propaganda outlet on Wednesday denounced South Korea's plan to hold a
defense ministerial meeting with members of the U.S.-led U.N. Command (UNC), accusing it
as an attempt to wipe out Pyongyang. (Yonhap)

e Authorities in the North Korean capital Pyongyang have ordered a five-day lockdown due to
rising cases of an unspecified respiratory illness, the Russian embassy and Seoul-based NK
News reported on Wednesday, citing a government notice. (Josh Smith, Reuters)

e The North Korean capital of Pyongyang was placed under a five-day lockdown on
Wednesday due to a “rising number” of respiratory illness cases, according to a government
notice seen by the news outlet NK News. (Erin Hale, The Telegraph)

e North Korean authorities have ordered a five-day lockdown in the capital, Pyongyang, amid
an increase in unspecified respiratory illnesses, according to Russian diplomats and a
Seoul-based news outlet. (William Gallo, VOA)

e North Korean hackers are displaying a "startup mentality" as they experiment with new
methods to pull off cryptocurrency heists, a report by cybersecurity firm Proofpoint said
Wednesday. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

International:
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e Against the backdrop of 38 ballistic missiles launched last year, North Korea has shown its
intention not to give up on its nuclear ambitions, raising speculation that nuclear arms
control is emerging — in the United States — as an alternative method to contain
Pyongyang's evolving nuclear program. (Kang Seung-woo, The Korea Times)

e Tens of millions of people across East Asia braved a severe cold snap Wednesday as subzero
temperatures and heavy snow brought travel chaos during the Lunar New Year holiday, with
climate experts warning that such extreme weather events had become the “new norm.
(Heather Chen, Yoonjung Seo, Paula Hancocks, Jake Kwon, Junko Ogura, CNN)

e [rigid conditions are also being experienced across the Korean peninsula. South Korea’s
meteorological administration issued a special “cold wave” warning on Tuesday, as
temperatures dropped as low as -16 C in Seoul and -25 C near the North Korean border on
the coldest day of the season so far. (Helen Davidson, Justin McCurry, The Guardian)

e Former US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo wrote in his new memoir that North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un told him in 2018 that he needed US forces in South Korea to protect
himself from China. (Kim So-hyun, The Korea Herald)

e The U.S. does not need to nominate a full-time North Korea pointperson in the absence of
“active diplomacy” with Pyongyang, the State Department said Tuesday, a day after the
White House nominated a new special envoy on DPRK human rights. (Shreyas Reddy, NK
News)

e The United States continues to closely monitor North Korea for a possible nuclear test, a
Pentagon spokesperson said Tuesday. The spokesperson, Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder, said the U.S. is
also working closely with its allies in preparation for a potential nuclear test. (Byun Duk-kun,
Yonhap)

e The United States may consider appointing a special envoy solely dedicated to issues related
to North Korea should there be active dialogue with the reclusive country, a state
department spokesperson said Tuesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e North Korea and its leader Kim Jong-un are not bothered at all by the U.S. military presence
in South Korea, former U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo argued in a memoir published
Tuesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The U.S. says North Korea was behind the June 2022 theft of $100 million from a major
blockchain, confirming earlier attributions by private-sector security researchers. (Ethan
Jewell, NK News)

[Translation] "U.S. Department of State establishes ‘individual sponsorship program to help
unsettled refugees... North Korean defectors also eligible for support" (Jamin Anderson, VOA)

Anchor: The US Department of State has created a new privately sponsored program to help settle
refugees entering the United States. The State Department has stated that North Korean defectors
may also be eligible for assistance. Reporter Zamin Anderson reports with more details.

The State Department announced on the 19th that it would introduce a private sponsorship system

called “Welcome Corps,” which helps refugees who have entered the country through the
government’s refugee acceptance program settle down and integrate into American society.
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A group of at least five U.S. citizens or permanent residents, approved by the U.S. government, is
independently funded to provide necessary support for refugee settlement in the U.S., such as
housing, food, employment, education, and public welfare, for the first 90 days of refugee
settlement.

The State Department set a goal of having 10,000 Americans sponsor at least 5,000 refugees in the
first year of ‘Welcome Corps..

In the early stages of the 'Welcome Corps’ program, refugees selected through the United Nations
and US embassies in various places will be connected with civilians, and from the second half of this
year, refugees introduced by non-profit organizations (NGOs) and refugees who want to be directly
sponsored by civilians will also be included in the support target of the program.

In a telephone interview held on the 19th, a senior U.S. State Department official said that North
Korean defectors can also receive help from this program.

Asked by Radio Free Asia (RFA) whether North Korean refugees waiting to obtain U.S. refugee status
in a third country could also benefit, the senior official said: “The system is meant to benefit
refugees around the world who, regardless of country of origin, are among the cases of resettlement
requests made by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to the United
States Refugee Entry Program.”

He added that people from North Korea can also get help entering and resettling in the United
States through private sponsorship if they pass UNHCR's refugee eligibility test.

North Korean refugees who are being held at UN refugee facilities in Bangkok, Thailand, go through
several years of interviews, security checks, and health checks before being allowed entry into the
United States.

Regarding this new program, Greg Scarlatoiu, Executive Director of the Committee for Human
Rights in North Korea (HRNK), told Radio Free Asia (RFA) that the ‘Welcome Corps’ program
preliminarily seemed to be a good system that would benefit more refugees, but included that he
would have to wait a little longer to judge the real effectiveness of support for North Korean
refugees.

Executive Director Scarlatoiu: I think that if ordinary citizens and civic groups participate in this
process through this new program, more North Korean defectors will be able to settle in the United
States. (But a program like this) is quite difficult to run, so we will have to see. The most difficult
thing in the North Korean defector process is to escape North Korea and settle in the United States
after passing through a second or third country.

In fact, according to data released by the State Department's Bureau of Population, Refugees and
Migration, since the enactment of the North Korean Human Rights Act in the United States in 2004,
only 224 North Korean defectors have entered the United States as official refugees, with the four
defectors who settled in November of 2021 being the last of them.

On the other hand, in 2022, the total number of refugees accepted by the United States, including
those from Congo, Afghanistan, Myanmar, and Ukraine, was 25,465.
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In the midst of these developments, Lee Hyun-seung, a researcher at the Global Peace Foundation
who defected from North Korea in 2014 and currently resides in the United States, told RFA that he
hoped that the Welcome Corps program would complement the North Korean refugee resettlement
support programs currently being carried out at the church and private organization level.

He said that it would be of great help if the U.S. government provided North Korean defectors with
language education, job opportunities, and other systematic programs to help them adapt to the
capitalist society of the United States.

Meanwhile, a senior official from the State Department answered a Radio Free Asia (RFA) question
about whether there will be any changes in the refugee screening process with the start of the
Welcome Corps program, saying, “There is no change in the qualifications for refugee screening,” but
“we are working to speed up the review process while maintaining the integrity and security of the
refugee reception process.”

Reporter Jamin Anderson, editor Yang Sung-won, web team Lee Kyung-ha

Translated by Haeun Moon, HRNK Research Intern

Prepared by Yubin Jun, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: web archive.org /web 20240505100251 httDs mailchi.mp /f6ef574e9484 /hrnk-news-items9-north-korean-worker
i ital

Thursday, January 26, 2023

Economic Sanctions During Humanitarian Emergencies: The
Case of N. Korea; UNC says SK military’s tit-for-tat action not

legitimate
Top News:
Economi nctions During Humanitarian Emergencies: Th f North Korea (East-West Center,
01/06/2023)

In North Korea:
North Korean capital Pyongyang on lockdown as COVID spreads through the city (Radio Free Asia,
01/25/2023)

North Korean hacking group scaled up phlshmg attacks late last year: Repor (NK Pro, 01/26,/2023)
ahea i ilita ara 3 ockdown (NK Pro,

01 /26 /2023)
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Kor r ntivir ffor mi rent preparations for militar r (Yonhap,
01/26,/2023)
Top North Korean spy tasked with recruiting union leaders (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/26/2023)

In South Korea:

Communication failure derailed response to North Korean drones, JCS finds (NK News, 01/26,/2023)

Democratic Party ramps up attacks on Yoon over North Korean drone incursion (The Korea Herald,

01/26,/2023)
Military says it initially regarded N.K. drone intrusion as non-emergency situation (Yonhap,
01/26,/2023)
S.Korean military admits flaws in anti-drone operations, information sharing (The Korea Herald,
01/26,/2023)

Yoon to meet NATO chief, U.S. defense secretary next week (Yonhap, 01/26,/2023)

International:
S. Korean nuclear envoy, senior IAEA official discuss N.K. nuclear issue (Yonhap, 01/26/2023)

S. Korea, US to discuss NK, trade dispute (The Korea Herald, 01/26,/2023)

UN Command says both Koreas violated armistice with drone intrusions (NK News, 01/26,/2023)
h Kor reach rmisti flying drones in h other's territory (Yonhap,

01/26,/2023)

UNC says S. Korean military’s tit-for-tat action not legitimate (The Korea Herald, 01/26/2023)
UNICEF delivers 25 containers of medical and nutritional aid to North Korea (NK News, 01/26,/2023)

US-ROK forces carry out anti-nuclear weapon drills near North Korean border (NK News,
01/26,/2023)
Top News:

e North Korea is experiencing yet another cycle of humanitarian distress. While sanctions are
not the primary cause, they are a contributing factor. This essay examines the channels
through which sanctions affect the North Korean economy and reaches four conclusions.
(Marcus Noland, Stephan Haggard, East-West Center)

In North Korea:

e North Korean authorities have locked down the capital city of Pyongyang due to ‘rising’
cases of an unspecified respiratory illness according to media reports citing a central
government notice, and sources confirmed to Radio Free Asia that multiple people in the city
have tested positive for COVID-19. (Hyemin Son, Radio Free Asia)

e A North Korea-linked threat group significantly increased its phishing attacks at the end of
2022, while suddenly diversifying the file types it uses to disguise malware, according to
cybersecurity researchers. (Ethan Jewell, NK Pro)

e North Korean soldiers conducted marching practice in Pyongyang on Wednesday despite
the start of a five-day virus-related lockdown, suggesting that the leadership looks to push
ahead with a military parade next month. (Colin Zwirko, NK Pro)

e North Korea is making all-out antivirus efforts, its official media said Thursday, amid a news
report that it has imposed a lockdown on the capital city of Pyongyang apparently ahead of a
military parade to mark the army founding anniversary next month. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)
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North Korea tasked one of its most experienced intelligence agents with recruiting leaders
of a militant South Korean umbrella labor organization, intelligence sources have told the
JoongAng Ilbo. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

In South Korea:

A major communications breakdown between branches of the South Korean military
hamstrung its response to a North Korean drone that entered Seoul airspace last month, the
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) told parliament on Thursday. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

The opposition Democratic Party of Korea went after the Yoon Suk Yeol administration’s
national security strategy on Thursday in a bid to keep the ruling People Power Party on the
defense. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

South Korea's front-line troops initially viewed North Korea's drone infiltrations last month
as a non-emergency situation, an assessment that caused a delay in the military's overall
response, Seoul officials said Thursday. (Yonhap)

The South Korean military on Thursday has publicly conceded overall defects in its
counter-unmanned aircraft operations and the absence of real-time information-sharing
between the army and air forces on airborne objects. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)
President Yoon Suk Yeol plans to hold meetings next week with Jens Stoltenberg, secretary
general of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), and U.S. Secretary of Defense
Lloyd Austin, a presidential official said Thursday. (Yonhap)

International:

South Korea's chief nuclear envoy met with a senior official of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) on Thursday to discuss cooperation in dealing with the North Korean
nuclear stalemate, the Seoul foreign ministry said. (Yonhap)

Foreign Minister Park Jin is set to hold talks with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in
early February, sources said Thursday, as the two allies step up efforts to curb North Korea’s
nuclear ambitions and resolve a trade dispute involving US tax rules that its allies say favor
locally made electric vehicles. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

The United Nations Command (UNC) has concluded that both North and South Korea
violated the Korean Armistice Agreement when they flew drones into each other's territory
last month, according to a press release Thursday. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

The U.S.-led UN. Command (UNC) announced Thursday both South and North Korea
violated the armistice by sending drones into each other's territory last month. (Yonhap)
South and North Korea breached the armistice agreement by flying drones across the
inter-Korean border last December, said the United Nations Command on Thursday. (Ji
Da-Gyum, The Korea Herald)

UNICEF shipped 25 containers of medical supplies and nutritional assistance to North Korea
through the port city of Nampho this month, the international organization told NK News on
Thursday. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

U.S. and South Korean troops carried out weapons of mass destruction (WMD) removal drills
this week to strengthen combined readiness against such threats, amid continuing concerns
that North Korea may soon conduct its seventh nuclear test. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

Prepared by Kate Refolo, HRNK Research Intern
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Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Friday, January 27, 2023

The UN COIl at 10 Years - Strategic Priorities & Considerations

Top News:
Th [ at 10 Years: Str. ic Prioriti nsiderations (HRNK, 01/27/2023)

In North Korea:

Mane supplier? Russia reveals stable that may have sent horses to Kim Jong Un (NK Pro, 01/27/2023)
N. Korea likely to continue provocations, threats in 2023: U.S. intelligence official (Yonhap,
01/27/2023)

N. Korean leader's sister condemns U.S. provision of tanks to Ukraine (Yonhap, 01/27/2023)

North Korea celebrates Cold War capture of US ship (NK Pro, 01/27/2023)

Why North Korean state media remains silent about the Pyongyang lockdown (NK News,
01/27/2023)

S. Korea to seek normalization of relations with N. Korea this year: unification ministry (Yonhap,
01/27/2023)

In South Korea:

| xpan rth Korean media at info centers thi I (NK News, 01/27/2023)
South Korean president plays dangerous game by wading into party leadership race (NK News,
01/27/2023)

Two Chinese warplanes entered KADIZ earlier this week: S. Korean military (Yonhap, 01/27/2023)
nification Ministr k iscl mor Korean information lic (The Korea Herald,
01/27/2023)

Yoon calls for raising awareness of N.K. human rights situation (Yonhap, 01/27/2023)

Yoon may revisit law letting police handle espionage cases: ruling party (The Korea Herald,
01/27/2023)

International:

Blinken looks forward to any opportunity to engage with S. Korean FM: State Dept. (Yonhap,
01/27/2023)

In new book, Mike Pom 1k h ‘bl hir ' Kim Jong Un (NK News, 01/27/2023)
Japan launches intelligence satellite to monitor North Korean military activity (NK News,
01/27/2023)

Secretary Austin to highlight U.S. commitment to S. Korea during upcoming trip to Seoul: Pentagon
(Yonhap, 01/27/2023)

Top News:
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Next year will mark the 10th anniversary of the report issued by the UN Human Rights
Council's Commission of Inquiry (COI) on Human Rights in the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea (DPRK). Discussions have begun in Seoul, Washington D.C., and other capitals about
the steps that might be taken to commemorate and reflect upon this milestone. The goal of
these efforts would be to revive knowledge about the COI report and its detailed
recommendations, and to rekindle a commitment to remedial action by the international
community. (Michael Kirby, HRNK)

In North Korea:

Russia gave the green light for a stable outside Moscow to export horses to North Korea last
year, NK Pro analysis of official trade data shows, the first indication of who may have
supplied the purebred horses for a recent shipment. (Ifang Bremer, NK Pro)

North Korea is well expected to continue making provocations and nuclear threats this year
following its unprecedented number of missile tests in 2022 as it seeks to leverage its
military capabilities diplomatically, a U.S. intelligence official insisted Thursday. (Byun
Duk-kun, Yonhap)

The sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un issued a statement Friday criticizing the
United States' decision to send tanks to Ukraine to help its fight against Russia's invasion,
saying that Washington is crossing the "red line” (Yonhap)

State media celebrated the capture of the USS Pueblo 55 years ago this week, publishing
articles about the Cold War incident and airing the testimony of a veteran who helped seize
the American ship. (Seung Yeon-chung, NK Pro)

NK News exclusively reported Wednesday that North Korean authorities had ordered
Pyongyang residents to bunker down for at least five days, after rumors of a pending
lockdown drove panic shopping in the capital. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

South Korea will push to "normalize" inter-Korean relations this year by seeking to make
both "direct and indirect" contact with North Korea, including supporting civilian exchanges,
Seoul's unification ministry said Friday. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

In South Korea:

South Korea plans to expand public access to North Korea’s primary state newspaper at
designated facilities this year, Seoul’s unification ministry announced on Friday. The ministry
stated that it plans to expand access to DPRK state media in its new year work report to
President Yoon Suk-yeol, alongside other plans such as updating the country’s
three-decade-old unification roadmap. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Former four-time lawmaker Na Kyung-won has announced her decision not to run for the
People Power Party’s (PPP) leadership position, turning what was once a dynamic race that
could have resulted in various outcomes and controversy into what seems like a
straightforward two-man contest. (John Lee, NK News)

Two Chinese fighter jets flew through the overlapping parts of the air defense identification
zones of South Korea and China earlier this week, prompting the military here to put its
warplanes on standby, officials here said Friday. (Yonhap)

The Ministry of Unification aims to disclose more information on North Korea to the general
public in 2023, it said Friday during a New Year’s policy briefing to President Yoon Suk Yeol.
(Park Jun-hee, The Korea Herald)
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e President Yoon Suk Yeol instructed the unification ministry Friday to raise awareness of
North Korea's human rights situation both at home and abroad, his office said. Yoon gave the
instruction while receiving a joint policy briefing from the unification ministry, the interior
ministry, the veterans affairs ministry and the personnel management ministry. (Lee
Haye-ah, Yonhap)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol is rethinking the new law that will let police handle espionage cases,
according to the ruling People Power Party spokesperson Yang Kum-hee. (Kim Arin, The
Korea Herald)

International:

e U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken would welcome any future opportunity to engage
with his South Korean counterpart, a state department spokesperson said Thursday. (Byun
Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e Pompeo’s book “Never Give an Inch” is the latest volume by a former Trump official,
following the release of “So Help Me God” by former Vice President Mike Pence in November.
And like Pence, the former chief diplomat credits Donald Trump’s threats with keeping Kim
Jong Un in line. (James Fretwell, NK News)

e Japan launched an intelligence satellite Thursday as part of long-running efforts to monitor
North Korean military activities and strengthen Tokyo’s response to natural disasters.
(Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin will underscore the U.S! commitment to the security
of South Korea during his upcoming trip to Seoul, a Pentagon spokesperson said Thursday.
(Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Tessa Aguilar, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Saturday, January 28, 2023

"America's North Korea Strategy Has Failed” by HRNK's Robert
Joseph

Top News:
America’s North Korea Strategy Has Failed (National Review, 01/27/2023)

In North Korea:
Kim Yo Jon ing Europe in danger roviding tank kraine (NK News, 01/28 /2023)
North Korea slams US over decision to send tanks to Ukraine (AP News, 01/27/2023)
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In South Korea:
Opposition leader blasts 'dictatorial regime. says won't answer questions during interrogation (The
Korea Herald, 01/28/2023)

Opposition leader Lee claims innocence in corruption probe (Yonhap, 01/28/2023)

Kor rt civilian ai rthinh f talks (AP News, 01/27/2023)
South Korea Leader Dials Back Comments on Developing Nuclear Weapons (The Wall Street Journal,
01/19/2023)

Yoon administration to push inter-Korean info exchanges (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/28 /2023)

International:

Mask-Wearing Champions Japan and South Korea Look to End the Habit (The Wall Street Journal,
01,/20/2023)

Meet The F-15] Fighter: Built To Fight China And North Korea (19FortyFive, 01/28 /2023)

U.N. rapporteur for N. Korea human rights to visit S. Korea next week (Yonhap, 01/28/2023)
World War III And IV? Why A U.S.-China War Might Have A Sequel (19FortyFive, 01/26/2023)

Top News:

e In his New Year’s Eve address, North Korea’s dictator, Kim Jong-un, called for an “exponential
increase” in his country’s nuclear arsenal. This followed a year during which the North
launched a record number of ballistic missiles of all ranges, including a new missile assessed
to be capable of striking any city on the American homeland. Kim'’s intention to expand his
nuclear stockpile should not come as a surprise. (Robert Joseph, National Review)

In North Korea:

e The U.S. is “crossing the line” and putting Europe in danger by providing arms to Ukraine,
the North Korean leader’s powerful sister Kim Yo Jong said in a statement on Friday (U.S.
time). (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e North Korea condemned on Friday the decision by the United States to supply Ukraine with
advanced battle tanks to help fight off Russia’s invasion, saying Washington is escalating a
sinister “proxy war” aimed at destroying Moscow. (Kim Tong-hyung, AP News)

In South Korea:

e South Korea's main opposition party leader Lee Jae-myung called the Yoon Suk Yeol
administration a “dictatorial regime” controlled by prosecutors as he appeared at a district
prosecutors' office in Seoul on Saturday as a suspect to a high-profile land corruption
scandal. (Son Ji-hyoung, The Korea Herald)

e Opposition leader Lee Jae-myung on Saturday released a statement rejecting corruption
allegations over a property development project after he appeared before prosecutors for
questioning. (Yonhap)

e South Korea’s government said Friday it will promote civilian efforts to provide humanitarian
assistance to North Korea in hopes of softening a diplomatic freeze deepened by North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s growing nuclear ambitions. (Kim Tong-hyung, AP News)

e South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol dialed back recent remarks that Seoul could develop
its own nuclear weapons, saying in an interview that his focus is on working closely with the
U.S. on North Korean proliferation. (Matt Murray, The Wall Street Journal)
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Mutual information dissemination between the two Koreas will be a key agenda item of the
Yoon Suk Yeol administration, the unification minister said Friday. Sharing with reporters the
results of his meeting with Yoon earlier in the day, Unification Minister Kwon Young-se said,
"It will be important to not only inform the international community clearly about the human
rights situation in the North, but also to help the North Koreans know the reality
themselves." (Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

Officials in Tokyo and Seoul on Friday called for easing of mask protocols, overriding
concerns from some who say the practice still saves lives and keeps away a variety of
ailments. (Miho Inada, The Wall Street Journal)

Back in December 2022, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida announced a plan to double
Japan's military spending by 2028 — bringing the nation into line with the NATO standard of
2% of GDP. (Christian Orr, 19FortyFive)

Elizabeth Salmon, the U.N. special rapporteur for North Korea's human rights, will visit
South Korea next week, diplomatic sources here said Saturday. (Yonhap)

A war between China and the United States is horrible to contemplate, but we might hope
that such a war would bring a degree of closure to US-China competition, and peace to the
region. “The object in war is a better state of peace, or so said British military historian B.H.
Liddell Hart. (Robert Farley, 19FortyFive)

Prepared by Tessa Aguilar, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Sunday, January 29, 2023

FM Park, NATO chief discuss North Korea, expanding ties; North

denies sending arms to Russia, slams U.S. for ‘'groundless

rumors'

In North Korea:
N. Korea rejects alleged arms trading with Russia, warns of ‘undesirable result' (Yonhap, 01/29,/2023)

rth deni nding arm Russia, slam for 'groundless rumors' (Korea JoongAng Daily,
01/29/2023)

In South Korea:

S. Korea mistakenly fires machine gun near border with N. Korea (Yonhap, 01/29,/2023)
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International:
EFM Park, NATO chief discuss North Korea, expanding ties (The Korea Herald, 01/29/2023)
NATO chief stresses 'interconnected' security amid N. Korean support of Russian war efforts
(Yonhap, 01/29,/2023)
AT r rth Korea-R rms trade (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/29/2023)
What'’s behind N.Korean criticism of US’ Ukraine support? (The Korea Herald, 01/29/2023)

In North Korea:

e A senior North Korean official on Sunday rejected alleged weapons transactions with Russia,
warning the United States of an "undesirable result" if it continues to spread such rumors.
(Yonhap)

e North Korea slammed U.S. allegations that it had conducted arms transactions with Russia
Sunday, warning of an "undesirable result" if Washington continues to spread such

"groundless rumors." (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

In South Korea:

e A South Korean soldier has mistakenly fired a machine gun during training near the border
with North Korea, and the military has immediately informed North Korea that the shooting
was not intentional, military officials said Sunday. (Yonhap)

International:

e Foreign Minister Park Jin and NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg on Sunday
discussed jointly working on curbing North Korea’s nuclear ambitions and bolstering ties
between the Asian country and the 30-member military alliance. (Choi Si-young, The Korea
Herald)

e North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said Sunday
that North Korean support of Russia in the war in Ukraine reinforces the need for the rest of
the world to stay "interconnected" in their security efforts. (Yonhap)

e North Korea’s arms trade with Russia, and its nuclear brinkmanship, will be addressed by
NATO and its Asian partners, said the military alliance’s chief Jens Stoltenberg in Seoul on
Sunday. (Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea on Sunday denounced the US’ decision to provide advanced battle tanks to
Ukraine once again, while denying Washington’s accusation it was supplying weapons to
Russia, which it labeled as a “grave provocation” that must be responded to. (Ji Da-gyum, The
Korea Herald)

Prepared by Jiwoo Hwang, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Monday, January 30, 2023
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Remembering Otto Warmbier; 7 of 10 S. Koreans Support
Independent Development of Nuclear Weapons: Poll

Top News:
Rememberin rmbier (HRNK Insider, 01/30,/2023)

In North Korea:

N. Korea lifts respiratory illness-related lockdown in Pyongyang: Russian embassy (Yonhap,
01/30,/2023)

N. Korea releases pictorial book of foreign gifts received by late leader (Yonhap, 01/30,/2023)

N. Korea slams NATO chief's visit to S. Korea as 'prelude’ to confrontation, war (Yonhap, 01/30,/2023)

North Korea exports nearly 37 metric tons of wigs and hairpieces to China (NK Pro, 01/30,/2023)
rth Korea lifts lock n in capital fi fter ‘rising’ illn rning (NK Pro, 01/30,/2023)

In South Korea:

70f 10 S. Koreans support independent development of nuclear weapons: poll (Yonhap, 01/30,/2023)
A ies for North Korea likely face imminent arrest (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/30,/2023)

Discussing ROK nuclear armament is ‘inappropriate; unification minister says (NK News,
01/30,/2023)

ROK arrests broker who allegedly smuggled fuel worth S15 million to North Korea (NK News,
01/30,/2023)

Seoul rights envoy urges attention to women in North Korea (The Korea Herald, 01/30,/2023)

International:
ATO chief str ntin n for ‘exten rrence' in K. thr (Yonhap,
01/30,/2023)
Pentagon chief arrives in S, Korea for talks on deterrence against N.K. (Yonhap, 01/30,/2023)
:S. Korea, US both have roles to play on nuclear deterrence’ (The Korea Herald, 01/30,/2023)
US Defense Officials Not Losing Sight of China, North Korea (VOA, 01/30,/2023)

Top News:

e Many who are incarcerated in North Korea are forced to admit to fabricated charges or
testify to some other fiction. Otto was also shown publicly apologizing in court. However,
there is no evidence of subsequent cooperation with his torturers. Indeed, it is evident he
did not cooperate any further. The North Korean regime would have made it public
otherwise. Otto appears to have successfully resisted in a heroic manner, and we should
remember him for that. (Robert Collins, HRNK Insider)

In North Korea:
e North Korea has notified diplomatic missions in Pyongyang of its move to lift a five-day

lockdown in the capital area imposed due to rising cases of seasonal respiratory diseases,
according to Russia's embassy in the North on Monday. On its official Facebook account, the
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embassy has uploaded an image of an official letter sent by the North's foreign ministry on
the country's decision to end the "special" quarantine mandate starting Monday. (Yonhap)
North Korea has released a pictorial book of gifts given to its late leader Kim Jong-il from
foreign leaders and governments, including a basketball signed by former NBA superstar
Michael Jordan, a Pyongyang propaganda website showed Monday. (Yonhap)

North Korea on Monday denounced a visit to South Korea by the chief of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) as a "prelude" to war, saying the move could bring a "new Cold
War" to the Asia-Pacific region. In an article carried by the North's official Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA), Kim Tong-myong, a researcher of the North's organization on
international political study, said NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg's current trip to
Northeast Asia appears to be aimed at "instigating” the creation of the Asian version of
NATO. (Yonhap)

North Korea exported nearly 37 metric tons of wigs, fake beards and eyelashes to China in
Dec. 2022, making up over half of the country’s total exports in the strongest-ever month for
one of the DPRK’s more niche industries. According to Chinese customs data, the hair
exports were worth nearly $9 million. By comparison, the sum of all the DPRK’s hair exports
between 2017, when China began publishing customs statistics, and last November was $6.8
million. (Ethan Jewell, NK Pro)

Pyongyang instituted the lockdown last Wednesday due to “rising” cases of an unspecified
respiratory illness. The original government notice announcing that lockdown added that
the measure would be lifted Monday but that it could be extended for three additional days
— a scenario apparently deemed unnecessary. State media never acknowledged the
lockdown and, since last Thursday, avoided reporting the date of any specific event or
meeting in the country, raising questions over whether the order applied to areas outside
Pyongyang as well. (Chad O'Carroll, Colin Zwirko, NK Pro)

In South Korea:

According to the Gallup Korea poll of 1,000 adults, commissioned by the Chey Institute for
Advanced Studies, 76.6 percent replied that the South needs to develop nuclear weapons
independently to counter Pyongyang's intensifying nuclear threats and deter its
provocations. The survey showed 77.6 percent of the respondents considered
denuclearization of North Korea to be "impossible," while 78.6 percent said Pyongyang was
likely to conduct its seventh nuclear test. (Yonhap)

Prosecutors will likely file arrest warrants Tuesday against four individuals accused of
conducting seditious activities on behalf of North Korea after a court struck down earlier
warrant requests. The four individuals were detained by officials from the National
Intelligence Service (NIS) and police on Saturday on suspicion of violating the National
Security Act, which bans behavior or speech that expresses support for the North Korean
regime or communism or advocates the overthrow of the South Korean government.
(Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Discussing a South Korean nuclear program is “inappropriate,” unification minister Kwon
Young-se said Sunday, weeks after President Yoon Suk-yeol said the country could rapidly
acquire or develop nuclear weapons in a worst-case scenario. Bringing nuclear weapons to
South Korea in any way will be the same as “demolishing the principle of Korean Peninsula
denuclearization with our own hands, he said speaking in a live interview with KBS.

(Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

87


https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230130003700325?section=news
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230130002100325?section=news
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230130000900325?section=news
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-exports-nearly-37-metric-tons-of-wigs-and-hairpieces-to-china/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-lifts-lockdown-in-capital-five-days-after-rising-illness-warning/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230130005551325?section=news
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/01/30/national/northKorea/Korea-North-Korea-NIS/20230130183234619.html?detailWord=
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/discussing-rok-nuclear-armament-is-inappropriate-unification-minister-says/

e South Korea has arrested an oil broker for allegedly supplying around $14.7 million (18 billion
Korean won) worth of diesel fuel to North Korea without government approval, the coast
guard announced Monday. Korea Coast Guard’s West Sea regional division said in a press
release that the unnamed broker carried out over 35 ship-to-ship transfers to smuggle
around 18,000 tons of diesel between Oct. 2021 and Jan. 2022. The coast guard’s investigation
team found that the broker transported the diesel fuel from the ROK using a Russian oil
tanker owned by a domestic oil company and then transferred the fuel to a Chinese ship in
the South China Sea, which in turn would transfer the fuel to a North Korean vessel. (Shreyas
Reddy, NK News)

e Lee Shin-hwa, South Korean ambassador for international cooperation on North Korean
human rights, said the situation of women and girls in North Korea “deserves a special focus”
ahead of a Seoul conference on Monday. “The state of human rights is alarming in North
Korea, and especially so for women,” she told The Korea Herald. “More North Korean women
now contribute to the household economy as breadwinners and yet they still aren’t treated
as equals and expected to meet patriarchal demands.” (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

International:

e North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg on Monday
highlighted the importance of the United States' extended deterrence for South Korea,
saying it has an "extremely important task" amid Pyongyang's growing nuclear threats.
(Yonhap)

e U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin arrived in Seoul on Monday for talks with his South
Korean counterpart over deterrence against North Korean nuclear and missile threats, and
other security issues, officials here said. (Yonhap)

e NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg said Monday that efforts for nuclear deterrence
by South Korea and the US helped nonproliferation, and such readiness to deter aggression
is required as long as authoritarian powers do not relinquish their control over atomic
weapons. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

e Less than a week after helping secure billions of dollars in additional military assistance for
Ukraine in its fight against Russia, including U.S.- and German-made battle tanks, top U.S.
defense officials are shifting their focus to the Indo-Pacific and growing threats from China
and North Korea.Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin is making his sixth official visit to the
region, starting late Monday with high-level meetings in Seoul, followed by a visit to the
Philippines to meet with recently elected President Ferdinand Marcos, Jr. and his new
national security leadership team. (Jeff Seldin, VOA)

Prepared by Valerie Xu, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:
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Arrest looms for accused operators of North Korean spy ring; S.
Korea, US agree to further step up military exercises

In North Korea:

N. Korea seems to be wary of possible resurgence of COVID-19: Seoul ministry (Yonhap,
01/31,/2023)

North Korea may have tested a solid-fuel rocket engine (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/31/2023)

In South Korea:

Calls for nuclear buildup a chance to widen debate, experts say (The Korea Herald, 01/31/2023)
Majority supports development of South's own nukes (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/31/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Arrest looms for accused operators of North Korean spy ring (The Korea Herald, 01/31/2023)
DP chief denies payments made to North for visit (Korea JoongAng Daily, 01/31/2023)

International:

Austin _reaffirms U.S. commitment, suggests more F-35 visits (Korea JoongAng Daily,
01/31/2023)

North Korean in US custody faces uncertain future due to DPRK’s COVID controls (NK News,
01/31/2023)

Nuclear envoys of S. Korea, Japan hold consultations on N.K. provocations (Yonhap, 01/31/2023)
Pentagon chief says US-ROK drills will help them see ‘eye to eye’ on North Korea (NK News,

deterrence’ (Yonhap, 01/31/2023)
S. Korea, US agree to further step up military exercises (The Korea Herald, 01/31/2023)

U.S. House resolution seeks to denounce socialism, N. Korean leaders (Yonhap, 01/31/2023)

U.S., S. Korea defense chiefs vow to step up military drills (UPI, 01/31/2023)
US. South Korea Ramping Up Exercises in Response to North Korean Threats (VOA,
01/31/2023)

US to increase weapons deployment to counter North Korea (AP, 01/31/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea appears to remain wary of a possible resurgence in COVID-19 cases amid news
reports that the North has recently lifted a dayslong lockdown in Pyongyang over
respiratory diseases, South Korea's unification ministry said Tuesday. (Yonhap)

e Pyongyang may have tested a solid-fuel missile engine earlier this week, according to an
analysis of recent satellite images of a testing site in the North. (Michael Lee, Korean

JoongAng Daily)
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In South Korea:

Growing calls for South Korea’s independent nuclear buildup, a discussion that had left the
country more divided than united, now offer policymakers latitude to widen the nuclear
debate, experts said Tuesday as South Korea steps up efforts for a more powerful military to
contain North Korea. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

More South Koreans want the South to develop its own nuclear weapons to deter nuclear
and missile threats from the North, according to a recent survey by the Chey Institute. (Kang

Tae-Hwa, Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

An arrest warrant is being sought after four individuals accused of operating a spy ring for
North Korea, according to a Seoul court on Tuesday. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)
Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung on Tuesday denied that an underwear company paid
millions of dollars to Pyongyang in an attempt to secure for him a visit to North Korea.
(Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin confirmed that deterrence assets such as F-22 and F-35
fighter jets will continue to be deployed to South Korea to address security threats from the
North. (Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Mun Chol Myong, the first North Korean national extradited to the U.S., faces an uncertain
legal future after completing his sentence on multiple charges of money laundering, as his
home country shows little interest in opening its borders to its own people. (Ethan Jewell,
NK News)

The top nuclear envoys of South Korea and Japan held a meeting Tuesday to discuss
cooperation in dealing with North Korea's missile and nuclear threats, the Seoul foreign
ministry said. (Yonhap)

The U.S. will continue deploying strategic assets such as advanced fighter jets and Carrier
Strike Groups to South Korea in response to North Korean threats, U.S. defense chief said
Tuesday in Seoul, while stating that upcoming tabletop exercises will ensure the allies see
“eye to eye” on security issues. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin on Tuesday highlighted America's "ironclad" and
"unwavering" security commitment to South Korea, as some raise doubts about
Washington's "extended deterrence” commitment for the key ally amid evolving North
Korean threats. (Song Sang-ho, Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

South Korea and the US on Tuesday agreed to further expand and reinforce combined
exercises and training to counter escalating nuclear and missile threats from North Korea
and to achieve “peace through strength” on the Korean Peninsula. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea
Herald)

A resolution proposed in the U.S. House of Representatives seeks to denounce socialism and
socialist dictators, including North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and his predecessors, the
resolution showed Monday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and his South Korean counterpart Lee Jong-sup agreed
Tuesday to expand combined military drills and step up deterrence efforts to respond to
evolving North Korean nuclear and missile threats. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)
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e The United States and South Korea will increase the pace and scope of joint military
exercises, and expand intelligence sharing, in response to repeated and more frequent
missile tests by North Korea. (Jeff Seldin, VOA)

e U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin on Tuesday said the United States will increase its
deployment of advanced weapons such as fighter jets and bombers to the Korean Peninsula
as it strengthens joint training and operational planning with South Korea in response to a
growing North Korean nuclear threat. (Kim Tong-Hyung, AP)

Prepared by Myriam Arbaud, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:
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2. FEBRUARY
Wednesday, February 1, 2023

North Korea calls for abolishing UN human rights office in Seoul; North Korea arrests
entire family after mother called South Korea

In North Korea:

Behind the curtain: A photo journey through rural North Korea during COVID (NK News,
2/1/2023)

[Column] Don’t abandon North Korea (Korea JoongAng Daily, 2,/1/2023)

Crypto hacks stole record $3.8 billion in 2022, led by North Korea groups - report (Reuters,
2/1/2023)

N K highlishts._its. ti ith Vi 73rd . of dip] . lati (Yonhap,
2/1/2023)

N.Korea prioritizes military buildup ahead of army anniversary (The Korea Herald, 2,/1/2023)

North Korea arrests entire family after mother called South Korea (RFA, 2/1/2023)
A Cl i C cl Cl Cl ’ ili cl (NK News, 2/1/2023)

In South Korea:

‘rolli ; ’ ice (The Korea
Herald, 2/1/2023)
[Editorial] Strengthening our military discipline first (KOR) (Korea JoongAng Daily, 2/1/2023)
Foreign minister to lobby for UN seat, nuke talks on US trip (The Korea Herald, 2/1/2023)
Letters requested invite to North for Lee Jae-myung (Korea JoongAng Daily, 2 /1/2023)
South Korea’s on-again, off-again relationship with nuclear weapons (NK News, 2/1/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Korea calls for abolishing UN human rights office in Seoul (NK News, 2/1/2023)

International:

Ambassador to U.S. vows allies will strengthen joint deterrence against North (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 2,/1/2023)

(Yonhap,

2/1/2023)

Yoon asks US to strengthen deterrence against North Korea to dispel ROK concerns (NK News,
2/1/2023)

In North Korea:
e In years past, resident humanitarian staff and tourists would visit far-flung rural areas of

North Korea on a semi-regular basis, providing updates on goings-on outside the capital and
producing photos of daily life. Since the start of the pandemic, the volume of unofficial
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information and photos coming out of the DPRK has shrunk considerably. Next to nothing
has emerged from the countryside in particular since Jan. 2020, and outside observers have
had to rely almost entirely on satellite imagery and state media to understand the situation
on the ground, even as the country dealt with a “food crisis.” (NK News)

e Shortly after the start of Joe Biden’s administration in 2021, I met a former U.S. official in a
foreign policy meeting. He expressed hope for Korea’s proactive participation in the U.S.-led
sanctions on China. “The U.S. government puts top priority on dealing with China,” he said.
“Therefore, the North Korean issues should be put aside for a while” I immediately refuted it.
“China may pose a graver risk to the U.S., but North Korea is a more imminent risk;” I said. “If
the America cannot resolve the North Korean issue, it will have more trouble dealing with
China” The Biden administration soon came up with a North Korea policy review aimed at
denuclearizing the recalcitrant state through “a calibrated, practical approach” But the
details were limited. (Byung-yeon Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e Last year was the worst on record for cryptocurrency heists, with hackers stealing as much
as $3.8 billion, led by attackers linked to North Korea who netted more than ever before, a
U.S.-based blockchain analytics firm said in a report on Wednesday. The report by
Chainalysis found hacking activity that "ebbed and flowed" throughout the year, with "huge
spikes" in March and October. October was the biggest single month ever for
cryptocurrency hacking, with $775.7 million stolen in 32 separate attacks, the report said.
(Josh Smith, Reuters)

e North Korea has highlighted its friendly relationship with Vietnam, hoping to continue to
develop their ties on the occasion of the 73rd anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations, according to its state media Wednesday. Vietnam's ambassador to North Korea and
embassy staff members laid a flower basket at the statues of late North Korean former
leaders Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-il in Pyongyang the previous day to mark the anniversary,
the Korean Central News Agency reported. (Yonha

e North Korean state media has stepped up the rhetoric to justify military buildup despite
lingering economic woes ahead of the army founding anniversary, saying that defending the
country from “enemies” is its priority. “What comes first is to reinforce our own strength and
national defense capabilities in order not to become a slave of imperialists,” the Rodong
Sinmun, an organ of the ruling Workers’ Party of Korea, said Wednesday in a
Korean-language article. “Only in that way can we protect the present and future of the
country and people” (Da-gyum Ji, The Korea Herald)

e Authorities in North Korea have arrested a family of four after one of them was caught
making banned telephone calls to her child in South Korea, a punishment that residents say
is excessive, sources in the country told Radio Free Asia. While it is illegal for North Koreans
to maintain contact with any family members who have escaped to the South, staying in
touch with them through the use of cellular phones on the Chinese network is fairly easy in
the areas near the Chinese border. (Myung Chul Lee, REA)

e A giant construction worker camp has appeared in recent weeks in a suburb of Pyongyang
long thought to house the headquarters of the country’s military industry, likely indicating a
new improvement project is underway. NK Pro analysis of Planet Labs satellite imagery
shows the new project began on and near Kangdong Airfield located northeast of the capital
in the first days of January, with the camp reaching a size of around 84 acres (34 hectares) by
Jan. 30. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

In South Korea:
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The push by the administration of previous President Moon Jae-in to take away investigative
powers from the National Intelligence Service is being rolled back under President Yoon Suk
Yeol, Democratic Party of Korea lawmakers claimed Wednesday. Opposition party Reps.
Youn Kun-young and Kim Eui-kyeom of the National Assembly’s intelligence committee
reiterated in a conference that the top spy service should not be allowed to continue
investigations of North Korean espionage and meddling. (Arim Kim, The Korea Herald)

The breakdown of the military discipline of our armed forces spilled over to the navy.
Following the uninterrupted infiltration of North Korean drones across the border last
December, another case of lax military discipline in the navy has been disclosed. In the face
of mounting security threats from North Korea’s nuclear weapons, the navy’s nonsensical
behavior makes us dumbfounded. The shameful case occurred at sea. While patrolling in the
southern seas in June 2022, the captain and four sailors aboard a 1,500-ton frigate reported
an equipment failure to its headquarters. But that turned out a lie. The vessel hurriedly
returned to the naval base in Jeju Island, but no technical glitches were found. (Korea
JoongAng Daily)

Foreign Minister Park Jin set off on a five-day tour to the United States on Wednesday to
drum up support for South Korea’s bid to win a two-year seat on the United Nations Security
Council while reinforcing bilateral efforts to denuclearize North Korea. Seoul, which last
served on the UN body from 2013 to 2014, is eyeing another term starting next year -- a
move it sees as part of its long-term Indo-Pacific strategy to lead the international
conversation on peace by discussing more than an increasingly belligerent Pyongyang. The
isolated country fired off a record number of missiles last year and shows no signs of dialing
back its aggression. (Si-young Choi, The Korea Herald)

The JoongAng Ilbo has secured documents written by the Gyeonggi government in 2019
asking North Korea to invite then-governor Lee Jae-myung for a visit. The documents are
currently being investigated by the Suwon District Prosecutors’ Office. The JoongAng Ilbo
has secured the first and final drafts of a letter sent to North Korea in Lee's name, as well as
a follow-up letter officially requesting a visit by a delegation headed by the governor.
(Jeong-won Heo, Ho-jeong Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

“We could acquire our own nuclear weapons.” President Yoon Suk-yeol's comments earlier
this year marked his most explicit to date about the possibility of South Korea going nuclear.
His remarks alarmed many experts, yet they reflect concerns of many in the South about the
ever-growing threat from North Korea, and whether the U.S. will really come to its defense
when push comes to shove. (James Fretwell, NK News)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Korea’s foreign ministry called for the U.N. to abolish its human rights office in Seoul
on Tuesday, as the office co-hosted a conference featuring the U.N. special envoy for DPRK
human rights. The statement from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) is attributed to Jang
Chol Ho, a researcher at the Korean Association for Human Rights Studies, and accuses the
U.N. Human Rights Office (Seoul) of seeking to “[tarnish] the external image of our country at
the instigation of the U.S” (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

International:

94


http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230201000764&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/02/01/englishStudy/bilingualNews/navy-captain-discipline/20230201105144338.html?detailWord=
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/02/01/englishStudy/bilingualNews/navy-captain-discipline/20230201105144338.html?detailWord=
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230201000689&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/02/01/national/politics/North-Korea-Gyeonggi-Lee-Jaemyung/20230201183709941.html?detailWord=
https://www.nknews.org/2023/02/south-koreas-on-again-off-again-relationship-with-nuclear-weapons/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/02/north-korea-calls-for-abolishing-un-human-rights-office-in-seoul/

e South Korea's ambassador to the United States said Tuesday the allies will work closely
together to strengthen joint deterrence against threats from North Korea and also improve
human rights in the North. Ambassador Cho Tae-yong also said the allies will cooperate to
cut off sources of funding for Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons and missile development
programs. “South Korea and the United States are enhancing their joint deterrent and
defense capabilities through close cooperation in all areas,” Cho said in a meeting with
reporters in Washington. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e The nomination of the U.S. special envoy for human rights in North Korea, along with new
legislation, has revived hopes for Korean Americans who want to see family in North Korea
whom they have not seen since their separation during the Korean War. President Joe Biden
nominated Julie Turner, a long-time State Department official, as the U.S. special envoy for
human rights in North Korea on January 23. The position has been vacant for the past six
years. (Christy Lee, VOA)

e South Korea and the United States will seek to strengthen their joint deterrence against
North Korea while also working to improve human rights conditions in the reclusive North,
South Korea's ambassador to the U.S., Cho Tae-yong, said Tuesday. The allies will also work
together to cut off North Korea's funding for its illicit weapons programs, according to the
South Korean diplomat. (Yonhap)

e South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol asked the U.S. to push forward discussions about
strengthening extended deterrence to allay ROK citizens’ concerns about North Korean
weapons of mass destruction. Yoon made the request to U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin during a meeting at the presidential office on Tuesday, a few weeks after the South
Korean leader remarked that Seoul could rapidly develop nuclear weapons if DPRK threats
become more “serious.” (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Prepared by Juntae Rocker, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

http web.archive.org /web /20240506050514 /https:

Thursday, February 2, 2023

North Korea-linked hackers stole $1.7b in 2022; UN chief backs S.
Korea’s efforts to disarm N. Korea

In North Korea:

Crypto theft: North Korea-linked hackers stole $1.7b in 2022 (BBC, 02,/02,/2023)

N. Korea says it will take 'toughest reaction' to any U.S. military attempt (Yonhap, 02/02/2023)
N. Korea warns of ‘overwhelming nuclear force’ to counter US (AP News, 02/2/2023)

North Korean hackers stole nearly half of all crypto lost last year: Report (NK Pro, 02/02/2023)
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rth Korea holding off nuclear for leverage: eli fector (The Korea Herald, 02,/02/2023)
North Korea says U.S. drills threaten to turn region into 'critical war zone' (Reuters, 02,/02/2023)

In South Korea:
Defector Thae Yong-ho: South Korea should have its own nukes (UPI, 02/02/2023)

South Korean expert says North Korea may test a new solid-fuel ICBM in February (Radio Free Asia,
02/01/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Resetting the inter-Korean relationship (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02,/02/2023)
South may place sanctions on North hacking groups (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02 /02 /23)

International:
Families of S. Korean ined in N. Korea ur, fforts for repatriation (Yonhap, 02,/02/2023)
North Korea Shuts Door on US Talks, Raising Risk of Provocations (Bloomberg, 02/02/2023)

Pyongyang threatens eye-for-eye response as US B-1B bombers join drills in South Korea (The Korea
Times, 02/02,/2023)

Korea' iplom hief di ncerns over N. Korea' ible nuk (Yonhap,
02,/02/2023)
U.S. extends olive branch after North's 'nuke-for-nuke' comment (Korea JoongAng Daily,
02/02/2023)

will contin work with member hol Kor ntable: m r

(Yonhap, 02/02/2023)
UN chief backs S. Korea'’s efforts to disarm N. Korea (The Korea Herald, 02/02/2023)

UN secretary-general warns against North's nuke test (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02/02/2023)
White H : has no hostile intent towar. rth Korea (Reuters, 02/02/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea-backed hackers stole $1.7bn (£1.4bn) of crypto in 2022, says blockchain analysis
firm Chainalysis. This nearly quadruples the country's previous record for cryptocurrency
theft - $429m in 2021. (Kelly Ng, BBC)

e North Korea said Thursday it will take the "toughest reaction" to any U.S. military attempt
under the principle of "nuke for nuke and an all-out confrontation for an all-out
confrontation." (Yonhap)

e North Korea said Thursday it's prepared to counter U.S. military moves with the “most
overwhelming nuclear force” as it warned that the expansion of the United States’ military
exercises with rival South Korea is pushing tensions to an “extreme red line” (Kim
Tong-Hyung, AP News)

e North Korean hackers were responsible for nearly half of all cryptocurrency-related losses
last year, a leading blockchain analytics firm has found, underlying the DPRK’s rapid
expansion of its cyber activities to fund its weapons programs. (Ethan Jewell, NK Pro)

e North Korea is already prepared to conduct another nuclear test, but is biding its time to
gain leverage in negotiations with China and other powers, according to Rep. Tae Yong-ho, a
former North Korean diplomat who was elected into the South Korean parliament after
defecting in 2016. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)
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North Korea said on Thursday that drills by the United States and its allies have reached an
"extreme red-line" and threaten to turn the peninsula into a "huge war arsenal and a more
critical war zone." (Josh Smith, Reuters)

In South Korea:

Thae Yong-ho, a high-profile North Korean defector who became a politician in South Korea,
said Thursday that Seoul should acquire its own nuclear weapons despite Washington's
policy of extended deterrence for its ally. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

North Korea may test a new type of solid-fuel intercontinental ballistic missile in February or
in the first half of the year at the latest, a report by a South Korea-based researcher says.
(Seung Wook Hong, Radio Free Asia)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

The former Korean Ambassador to Australia calls for treating North Korea as a normal state
and demanding it complies with its obligations as a UN member in new column. (Lee
Baek-Soon, Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korea may sanction the North over illicit cyber activities, according to several
government sources. The Lazarus Group and Kimsuky, which intelligence officials and
cybersecurity professionals say are major North Korean hacking groups, are on a list of
groups being considered by the South Korean government as possible targets. (Park

Hyun-Ju, Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

The families of South Korean detainees in North Korea on Thursday called for United
Nations' efforts to win the release of their loved ones as they met a U.N. special rapporteur
for the North's human rights. (Yonhap)

North Korea’s Foreign Ministry said the door remains shut for talks with the US on winding
down its atomic arsenal, setting the stage for renewed provocations by pledging to respond
to what it saw as threats from Washington. (Jon Herskovitz, Bloomberg)

North Korea threatened an eye-for-an-eye response to South Korea-U.S. combined military
exercises, Thursday, when stealth fighter jets and strategic bombers took part in the two
allies' first joint air drills of the year. (Jung Min-Ho, The Korea Times)

South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin met with United Nations Secretary General Antonio
Guterres on Wednesday to discuss international concerns that North Korea may conduct a
nuclear test in the near future. (Yonhap)

The United States is not seeking confrontation with North Korea and is open to discussions
with the reclusive state, according to an unnamed source from the White House National
Security Council quoted by Reuters. (Micheal Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The United States will continue to work with other members of the United Nations Security
Council to hold North Korea accountable for its missile provocations, U.S. Ambassador to the
U.N. Linda Thomas-Greenfield said Wednesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

The United Nations is behind South Korea’s efforts to denuclearize North Korea and its
measures to deter the isolated country from repeating aggressive actions like another
nuclear test, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said Wednesday at a meeting with
Foreign Minister Park Jin in New York. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)
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e A seventh nuclear test from North Korea would be a “devastating blow” to global peace, UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said in his recent meeting with the foreign minister of
Korea in New York. (Esther Chung, Park Hyun-Ju, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e The White House on Wednesday rejected North Korean accusations that joint military
exercises in the region are a provocation and said the United States has no hostile intent
toward Pyongyang. (Reuters)

Prepared by Ava Jane Moorlach, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Friday, February 3, 2023

North Korea students get frostbite after 'patriotic’ subzero
mountain march

Top News:

North Korea students get frostbite after 'patriotic’ subzero mountain march (The Mirror,
02,/03/2023)

In North Korea:

(NK News, 02,/03/2023)

N. Korea adopts law on protectlon of 'state secret (Yonhap, 02/03 / 2023)

rth Korean r-espion mpaign tar medical and ener rs (NK Pro,
02/03/2023)
(NK News,
02/03/2023)
rth Korea likel lebr Army D rsary with nighttim nt (The Korea Times,
02/03/2023)
2 (NK News, 02/03/2023)

In South Korea:

(Yonhap,
02/03/2023)

International:

Britain's trade with N. Korea more than doubles last year: report (Yonhap, 02,/03/2023)
Nicaraguan leader defends North Korea’s right to nuclear weapons (NK News, 02/03/2023)

S. Korea, US stage aerlal drllls w1th stealth ﬁghter (The Korea Herald, 02/03/2023)
] ] air d 3 aga 3 at (NK News, 02/03/2023)
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Top News:

Students in North Korea have been injuring themselves and bribing officials so they can
swerve going on a government tour of Mount Paektu - the country's national emblem and
official birthplace of Kim Jong-Il. Greg Scarlatoiu, director of the Committee for Human
Rights in North Korea, said the news could point to a growing lack of faith in the regime. He
said: “Kim Jong-il's birthday is February 16, and Kim Jong-un's is January 8. “Thus, the winter
trips to Mount Paektu - the holy mountain of all Koreans, which the Kim family regime
claims as its own - are critical to maintaining the Kim family cult“*While clamping down on
all religious beliefs, especially Christianity, the Kim family regime has created its own
quasi-religious personality cult. “The trip to Mount Paektu is the equivalent of Hajj in
Muslim culture or a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and ‘Bethany beyond the Jordan’ for
Christians. “If young people are indeed bailing out of these trips, this may indicate that North
Koreans are losing their faith in the Kim family genesis myth, and all other elements of the
personality cult” (Ryan Fahey, The Mirror)

In North Korea:

A major South Korean cable company has dropped a small television network promoting
inter-Korean unification over concerns of pro-North Korea bias, the network alleges. Tongil
TV, which began service in Aug. 2021 and says it aims to promote peaceful reunification of
the Koreas through its coverage, says the decision by cable operator KT has left it close to
collapsing. (Chad O'Carroll, Yeji Chung, NK News)

North Korea has adopted a new law aimed at safeguarding state secrets at a parliamentary
meeting, its state media said Friday, amid apparent efforts to tighten internal discipline.
(Yonhap)

Report says Lazarus Group showed its hand by mistakenly connecting to victim’s server from
DPRK IP address. (Ethan Jewell, NK Pro)

North Korea’s rubber-stamp parliament enacted new laws Thursday on “protecting state
secrets,” nurturing “prodigies” and resolving issues with financial loans, according to state
media, as the country continues a push in recent years to reinforce rule by law.The Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA) said the Supreme People’s Assembly (SPA) Standing Committee
also approved new laws on railroad management and protecting national symbols, and
reviewed an existing law on “guaranteeing living conditions” for discharged military officers.
(Colin Zwirko, NK News)

A Jan. 28 satellite image revealed by NK News shows objects assumed to be large screens,
projectors and light towers around Pyongyang's Kim Il-sung Square. Firework mortar tubes
were being installed, indicating that the regime is preparing fireworks for the military parade
during the upcoming 75th anniversary of its Army Day on Feb. 8. (Nam Hyun-woo, The Korea
Times)

Opposition politician and legal group express concern that NIS opposes transfer of
investigation authority to police. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

In South Korea:
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e Unification Minister Kwon Young-se on Friday asked for the Buddhist circle's support in
helping improve strained inter-Korean ties and revive exchanges with North Korea, his office

said. (Yonhap)

International:

e North Korea's trade with Britain more than doubled on-year over the one-year period
ending in September last year despite the COVID-19 pandemic, a report showed Friday. The
value of Britain's transactions of goods and services with the North came to 104 million
pounds (USS127 million) in the cited period, up 116.7 percent from a year earlier, according to
the report from the Department for International Trade. (Yonhap)

e Daniel Ortega says US lacks ‘authority’ to tell DPRK or Iran that they cannot have the bomb.
(Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e South Korea and the US on Friday staged another military air exercise over the west coast of
South Korea by mobilizing their stealth fighters, just two days after US strategic bombers
flew to the Korean Peninsula for combined aerial drills. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e US defense secretary pledged earlier this week to continue deploying strategic assets to
Seoul. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Saturday, February 4, 2023

HLS Junior Julia Campbell uses the Global Leaders and
Professionals Program to Secure Internship; Is South Korea
Going Nuclear?

(Hamllton Lugar School News 02/03/ 2023)

In North Korea:

Jets fly over Pyongyang overnight in likely training for military parade (NK News, 02/04,/2023)

North Korea’'s Recent Foreign Ministry Statement: Cutting Through the Noise (38 North,
02/03/2023)

(Radio Free

Asw 02/04/2023)
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In South Korea:
Is South Korea Going Nuclear? (38 North, 02/03/2023)

International:

Blinken: US Committed to Improving Allied Defense of South Korea (VOA, 02/03/2023)
Nuclear Envoys of US, South Korea Downplay Seoul's Nuclear Intent (VOA, 02,/04,/2023)
U.S. focused on preserving peace on Korean Peninsula, region: Pentagon (Yonhap, 02/04,/2023)

remain mmi ing full ran f iliti fen Korea: Blinken (Yonhap,

02,/04/2023)

Top News:

During the 2022 spring semester, Hamilton Lugar School junior Julia Campbell decided to
enroll in the Global Leaders and Professionals Program (GLPP). After her time in the
program, Campbell felt prepared to apply for her first internship with an organization she
was passionate about: the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK). During her
four-month internship with HRNK, Campbell had the opportunity to publish an original
research article, author digital campaigns, and be featured on the organization’s podcast.

(Kaiscott, Hamilton Lugar School News)

In North Korea:

Videos seen by NK News show planes with flares and LED lights, while photos show
preparations in Kim Il Sung Square. (Chad O'Carroll, Colin Zwirko, NK News)

On February 2, the North Korean Foreign Ministry released a statement criticizing recent
statements made by US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin during his visit to Seoul, where he
outlined measures to bolster extended deterrence for the Republic of Korea (ROK or South
Korea). In standard terms, North Korea condemned the visit and the news of US-ROK plans
for additional exercises later this year.There were two key points in the statement. First, it
mentioned it would not react to “every ill-boding movement shown by the US” in the name
of extended deterrence. Second, it rejected any interest in “any contact or dialogue with the
US as long as” these kinds of measures continue. (38 North)

The 100-page propaganda book - being used in educational sessions across the country -
venerates the so-called “Paektu bloodline” going back to national founder Kim Il Sung, but in
a more personable, family-friendly way than the more bombastic personality cult that Kim
Jong 11, the current leader’s father, built around himself. But what many North Koreans find
jarring about the book is its attempt to burnish Ri's image, “praising her as a noble figure of
the Paektu line and a protector of socialism,” a source in South Pyongan province told Radio
Free Asia on condition of anonymity for security reasons. (Hyemin Son, Radio Free Asia)

In South Korea:

Under these kinds of threats, South Koreans are seriously asking, can extended deterrence
still work? Even the South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol raised the possibility of the
Republic of Korea (ROK or South Korea) building its own nuclear weapons in response. US
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strategists need to understand these concerns as well as the limits of extended deterrence
and prepare for potential alternative futures. (Uk Yang, 38 North)

International:

e U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said after meeting with his South Korean counterpart
that the United States is committed to "improving its allied defense" of South Korea and
called the alliance between the two nations the "linchpin” of peace in the region. (VOA)

e South Korea’s top nuclear envoy said an agreement with the United States to jointly bolster
“‘extended deterrence” against North Korea gives the Yoon administration needed
confidence that the alliance will be able to effectively defend against aggression from
Pyongyang.(Eunjung Cho, Christy Lee, YOA)

e The United States remains committed to preserving peace and security on the Korean
Peninsula and will continue to work closely with South Korea to that end, a Pentagon
spokesperson said Friday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The United States remains committed to using the full range of its military capabilities,
including nuclear, to defend South Korea, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Friday,
as people in South Korea are beginning to question the need for their country to consider its
own nuclear armamen. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, February 5, 2023

U.S. has failed to halt North Korea's pursuit of nuclear weapons

Top News:

US. has failed to halt North Korea’s pursuit of nuclear weapons (The Washington Times,
02,/02,/2023)

In North Korea:

They eat ice cream and read 'Harry Potter. but these North Korean Youtubers aren't what they seem
(CNN, 02/05/2023)

International:

Peace on Korean Peninsula without denuclearization is not real peace: S. Korean FM (Yonhap,
02/04,/2023)

S. Korea, US vow action on N. Korea amid push for new ties (The Korea Herald, 02/05/2023)

102


https://www.38north.org/2023/02/is-south-korea-going-nuclear/
https://www.voanews.com/a/blinken-us-committed-to-improving-allied-defense-of-south-korea/6947637.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/nuclear-envoys-of-us-south-korea-downplay-seoul-s-nuclear-intent/6947817.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230204000200325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230204000652325?section=nk/nk
https://web.archive.org/web/20240506052130/https://mailchi.mp/6d3f6ab53080/hrnk-news-itemshls-junior-julia-campbell-uses-the-global-leaders-and-professionals-program-to-secure-internshipis-south-korea-going-nuclear
https://web.archive.org/web/20240506052130/https://mailchi.mp/6d3f6ab53080/hrnk-news-itemshls-junior-julia-campbell-uses-the-global-leaders-and-professionals-program-to-secure-internshipis-south-korea-going-nuclear
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2023/feb/2/us-has-failed-to-halt-north-koreas-pursuit-of-nucl/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/02/04/asia/north-korea-youtuber-yumi-intl-hnk-dst/index.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230204000600325?section=nk/nk
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230205000091&ACE_SEARCH=1

Top News:

It should be clear that over the past 32 years, efforts by the U.S., with active support of South
Korea and Japan, have failed to halt North Korea’s pursuit of nuclear weapons. The
withdrawal of U.S.-based tactical weapons from South Korea in 1991 and the North-South
Nuclear Agreement of 1992 had no impact on North Korea’s determination to build nuclear
weapons. Moreover, the 1994 Agreed Framework, which committed the U.S. to provide North
Korea with two light water nuclear reactors for peaceful energy in exchange for dismantling
the Yongbyon nuclear facility, was violated by the North when the intelligence community
discovered in 2002 that North Korea had a clandestine highly-enriched uranium program for

nuclear weapons. (Joseph R. DeTrani, The Washington Times)

In North Korea:

North Korean propaganda isn’t new; previous campaigns have featured Soviet-style posters,
videos of marching troops and missile tests, and images of Kim Jong Un on a white horse.
But experts say the YouTube videos, and similar North Korean social media accounts on
Chinese platforms like Weibo and Bilibili, illustrate a new strategy: Relatability. (Jessie Yeung,
Gawon Bae, CNN)

International:

Peace without complete denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula is not real peace, South
Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin insisted Friday, with his U.S. counterpart, Antony Blinken,
underscoring U.S. commitment to fully denuclearize the peninsula. (Byun Duk-Kun, Yonhap)
South Korea and the United States, its biggest ally, have reaffirmed their commitment to
using their full range of firepower, including US nuclear weapons, to contain North Korea,
while also expanding economic and space exchanges in the latest joint push to mark 70 years
of relations this year. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

Prepared by Rachel Baek, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here

web.archive,org /web /20240506054 DEips:

Monday, February 6, 2023

N. Korean leader Kim Jong-un goes missing ahead of military parade, N. Korean balloon

flew into ROK airspace but didn’t pose threat

In North Korea:

LEAD

N. Korea to hold ruling party plenary meeting on agriculture this month (Yonhap News,

02,/06,/2023)
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rth Korean 1 r Kim Jong-un missing ah f militar r (The Telegraph,
02,/06,/2023)

In South Korea:
NIS forms interagency team to probe suspected ant-communist law violations (Yonhap News,
02,/06/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
Democratic Party head Lee’s alleged contact with North Korea ‘clear violation': justice minister (The
Korea Herald, 02/06,/2023)

rth Korean balloon flew into ROK air idn’ hr I (NK News,
02,/06,/2023)

S. Korea closely watching N. Korea's 'increased' activities to prepare for military parade: Seoul
official (The Korea Times, 02/06,/2023)

International:

Blinken reiterates the U.S. commitment to defending Korea (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02/05,/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea plans to hold a plenary meeting of the ruling Workers' Party of Korea (WPK) in
late February to discuss issues related to agricultural development, its state media said
Monday. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap News Agency)

e Kim Jong-un has not been seen in public for 35 days ahead of an expected mass parade in
Pyongyang this week to celebrate the North Korean military's 75th anniversary. (Nicola

Smith, The Telegraph)

In South Korea:

e The National Intelligence Service (NIS) said Monday it has formed a joint team with the
prosecution and police to investigate suspected anti-communist law violation cases until the
end of the year. (Yonhap News Agency)

Inter- Korean Relationship:

e Minister of Justice Han Dong-hoon said Monday Democratic Party of Korea chair Rep. Lee
Jae-myung’s alleged interaction with North Korea in 2019 would be “a clear violation of the
law”” (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

e A North Korean balloon crossed over the border into ROK airspace on Sunday, according to
South Korea’s defense ministry, days after a suspected Chinese spy balloon stirred up a
major controversy by floating over the mainland U.S. The South Korean military “took
measures” against the balloon but concluded the operation after determining that it did not
pose a security threat, the defense ministry told NK News. (Jeongmin Kim, Shreyas Reddy,
NK News)

e South Korea's military is closely monitoring "increased activities" by North Korea in apparent
preparations for a military parade, a Seoul official said Monday amid speculation that the
reclusive regime may stage a nighttime parade in Pyongyang later this week. (The Korea
Times
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International:

e The United States remains committed to using all of its military capabilities, including
nuclear, to defend South Korea, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Friday after talks
with South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin. (Korea JoongAng Daily)

Tuesday, February 7, 2023

N. Korea calls for ‘perfecting' war readiness posture in meeting
chaired by leader Kim; N. Korea unveils ‘Missile General Bureau’

In North Korea:
Brother of missionary detained in North Korea appeals to Biden for help (NK News, 02,/07/2023)

Kim Jong Un calls for North Korea to expand preparations for war (UPI, 02,/07/2023)
Kim Jong Un reappears at military meeting, orders ‘intensified’ training (NK News, 02,/07/2023)

Kor lls for 'perfecting’ war readin re in meeting chair 1 r Kim (Yonhap,
02/07/2023)
N. Korea unveils ‘Missile General Bureau’ (The Korea Herald, 02,/07/2023)
N. Korean leader orders military to improve war readiness (AP News, 02,/07,/2023)

rth's Kim returns after 40- nce for military meeting (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02/07/2023)
North to display key weapons at parade Wednesday (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02,/07/2023)
The possibly dangerous direction of North Korean economic policy (North Korean Economy Watch,
02/07/2023)

nderstanding Kim Jon n's Economic Policymaking: Foreign Tr rrative (38 North,

02,/06,/2023)

In South Korea:
New South Korean ‘anti-communism unit’ to probe North Korean espionage (NK News, 02/07/2023)

S. Korean ministry vows all policy means to resolve separated families issue (Yonhap, 02/07/2023)

South Korea steps up efforts to resolve issue of aging separated families (The Korea Times,
02/07/2023)

International:

losely watchin Korea for ming military parade: D (Yonhap, 02/07/2023)
U.S. to continue efforts to free S. Koreans detained by N. Korea: Washington official (Yonhap,
02/07/2023)
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In North Korea:

Kim Jong-uk has been held for nearly 10 years and is one of six known South Korean
nationals in DPRK captivity. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un led a meeting that called on the country's military to
expand its combat drills and move toward "perfecting the preparedness for war," state media
reported on Tuesday. The meeting of the military commission of the ruling Workers' Party of
Korea "discussed in depth the major military and political tasks for 2023, according to
state-run Korean Central News Agency. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

Meeting on eve of likely military parade marks North Korean leader’s first appearance in over
one month. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

North Korea has convened a meeting of the ruling party's central military commission to
discuss ways to expand operational combat drills and "more strictly perfect" its readiness
posture for war, according to its state media Tuesday. North Korean leader Kim Jong-un
presided over an enlarged meeting of the Central Military Commission of the Workers' Party
of Korea (WPK) on Monday, according to the official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA).
(Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

North Korea belatedly disclosed the establishment of the general bureau dedicated to missile
development ahead of a widely expected military parade marking the founding anniversary
of its armed forces. The choreographed move, Seoul-based experts said, shows the country’s
intent to openly reaffirm its goal of perpetuating missile buildup based on institutionalized
processes run by the bureau. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has ordered his military to expand its combat exercises
and strengthen war preparedness as he looks to escalate an already provocative run in
weapons demonstrations in the face of deepening tensions with its neighbors and
Washington. (Kim Tong-Hyung, AP News)

North Korea's ruling Workers' Party convened a meeting of its Central Military Commission
to "perfect" its readiness for war, Pyongyang's state media reported Tuesday. North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un presided over the meeting, according to the state-controlled Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA). Photos released by the KCNA on Tuesday showed one of the
flags behind Kim displaying the words “Missile Management Agency” along the edge of a
circular logo that included a stylized depiction of the North's longest-range intercontinental
ballistic missile, the Hwasong-17, being fired. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

North Korea is likely to display upgraded short-range ballistic missiles it has been
aggressively testing, and possibly a solid-fuel version of its longest-range intercontinental
ballistic missile, at a military parade expected to take place Wednesday. Feb. 8 marks the
75th anniversary of North Korea’s founding of its military. (Cho Jung-Woo, Michael Lee,
Korea JoongAng Daily)

We've seen a clear retrenchment in overall economic policy, and the state has centralized
foreign trade. But what if it wants to lower foreign trade overall? Self-reliance, after all,
remains the core ideology. (Benjamin Katzeff Silberstein, North Korean Economy Watch)
Attention on North Korean external trade tends to focus on the numbers, the import-export
balance or earnings from specific export commodities, such as coal. The most recent spate
of United Nations Security Council (UNSC) sanctions was designed to limit export of
commodities on the grounds that earnings from these have been funding the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea's (DPRK or North Korea) weapons programs. (Robert Carlin, Racel

Minyoung Lee, 38 North)
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In South Korea:

e South Korea is introducing a new “anti-communism unit” that will lead investigations into
North Korean espionage, a development that follows controversy over an investigation into
several alleged DPRK spy rings. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e South Korea plans to mobilize all available policy means to resolve the issue of families
separated by the 1950-53 Korean War, prioritizing identifying whether their relatives in
North Korea are alive, Seoul's unification ministry said Tuesday. Under the 2023-25 plan to
deal with the long-pending issue, the ministry said it plans to focus on resuming exchanges
of war-torn families and addressing issues stemming from the inter-Korean division, such as
prisoners of war and South Koreans detained in the North. (Yonhap)

e Only 30% of reunion applicants still alive; gov't desperate for any means of connection, (Jung
Min-ho, The Korea Times)

International:

e The United States is closely watching North Korea and its widely anticipated military parade,
a state department spokesperson said Monday, while also highlighting U.S. commitment to
the security of South Korea.The department spokesperson, Ned Price, noted the military
parades are have more "propaganda value" than any material value to North Korea. "These
are always exercises that we watch," Price told a daily press briefing. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e Jung Pak, U.S. deputy assistant secretary of state for East Asian and Pacific affairs, stressed
the U.S. has "closely coordinated" with Seoul on the issue at a meeting with South Koreans
with family members detained across the inter-Korean border. "The U.S. calls for the
immediate release of all those who are unlawfully detained, and remains committed to
promoting human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, Pak said at the meeting held at
the U.S. embassy in Seoul. (Yonhap)

e.org/web/20240506054620 /https: //mailchi.mp abad4da3c9a /hrnk-news-itemsn-korea

ecting-war-readiness-posture-in-meeting-chaired-by-leader-kimn-korea-unveils-missile-general-bureau

Wednesday, February 8, 2023

Kim Jong-un Gives Clearest Sign Daughter Is Heir Apparent; UN
Experts - NK Hackers Stole Record Virtual Assets

In North Korea:
Daughter-center h itle of honor reinfor lation over North Kor ion (The
Korea Times, 02/08/2023)

Frozen fingers and toxic fumes: How North Koreans endure the brutal winter cold (NK News,
02,/08,/2023)
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[lumin j fly over Pyongyang in |1 ign of imminent militar I (NK News,
02,/08,/2023)

Imported white horses burnish Kim’s image and tie him to Korea’s mythical past (Radio Free Asia,
02/06,/2023)

Kim Jong Un an hter dine with militar mmanders ah f w ns show (NK News,
02,/08,/2023)

Kim Jong Un Hails His Military as ‘Strongest in the World’ (VOA, 02,/08/2023)

Kim Jong Un’s elite photographers spare no expense to get the best shot (NK Pro, 02/08/2023)
Korean 1 r_visi rracks with hi hter mark army founding anniv. (Yonhap,

02,/08,/2023)

North Korea’s Kim Jong Un gives clearest sign daughter is heir apparent (The Washington Post,
02,/08,/2023)

rth Korea’s Kim | rmy ah fex military parade (Reuters, 02/08 /2023)

North Korea party meeting set to discuss ‘urgent’ food issue (AP News, 02,/06,/2023)

Over dozen suspected missile shelters appear in Pyongyang before military parade (NK Pro,
02,/08,/2023)

Wh lloon 1 he next w n in North Korea’s ever-expanding arsenal (NK News,
02/07/2023)

Why Kim Jong Un held a banquet at Pyongyang’s biggest hotel for foreigners (NK News, 02/08/2023)

In South Korea:

Kim again takes lead in PPP leadership race: poll (Yonhap, 02,/08,/2023)
ROK explores plan to expand civilian bunkers against North Korean attack (NK News, 02/08/2023)

Seoul proposes system to inform families if relatives in North Korea are alive (NK News,
02,/08/2023)

Korea plans st formation flight of Ith drones around 2025 (Yonhap, 02,/08/2023)
S. Korea to hold nationwide civil air defense drills in May after 6-year hiatus (Yonhap, 02/08/2023)

Yoon presides over defense meeting, chides Moon for 'fake peace' (Korea JoongAng Daily,
02,/08,/2023)

International:
Biden: US Will Act if China Threatens its Sovereignty (KBS World, 02/08/2023)

N. Korean leader sends condolences to Syria over quake (Yonhap, 02/08/2023)

North Korea: Deteriorating human rights situation calls for international attention (Amnesty
International, 02,/07/2023)

S. Korea, U.S., Japan to hold vice ministerial meeting in Washington next week (Yonhap, 02,/08/2023)
S. Korea to attend IPEF’s special negotiation round for talks on supply chain, economy (Yonhap,
02,/08,/2023)

Korean m_arrives in ke-stricken Turk hel rch, r rations (Yonhap,
02,/08/2023)
UN experts: North Korean hackers stole record virtual assets (AP News, 02/08/2023)
Vietnam War haunts S. Korea as it seeks to settle Japan dispute (The Korea Herald, 02/08/2023)

Washington and Seoul seek ‘preemptive’ action against North Korean cyberattacks (NK News,
02,/08,/2023)

In North Korea:
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e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un's daughter made a public appearance again, Tuesday, this
time with top military brass posing respectfully behind her at a banquet held the day before
the 75th anniversary of the founding of its armed forces. (Jung Min-ho, The Korea Times)

e Efforts to stay warm run up against fuel scarcity, while traditional coal briquettes can lead to
poisoning deaths. (James Fretwell, NK News)

e Illuminated jets and propeller planes flew low over Pyongyang around 1 a.m. Wednesday,
videos taken in the capital and seen by NK News show, suggesting that North Korea has
begun an anticipated military parade to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the foundation of
the Korean People’s Army. (Chad O’Carroll, NK News)

e “The residents are getting hungrier and hungrier,” Jihyun Park, a North Korean escapee who
now lives in the United Kingdom, told RFA's Korean Service. “On top of making nuclear
weapons and missiles, the North Korean authorities buy expensive horses. This is really
infuriating” (Jinwoo Cho, trans. Claire Shinyoung Oh Lee and Leejin J. Chung, Radio Free Asia)

e Mostly celebratory speech did not mention foreign policy or specific arms as large-scale
military parade looms. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e Kim also hailed the Korean People's Army as the "strongest in the world," according to
Rodong Sinmun, that "radiates an extraordinary sense of responsibility and an unbreakable
superhuman willpower." (Eunice Kim, VOA)

e Leader’s news team uses expensive and potentially sanctioned hardware, while taking pains
to conceal digital footprints. (Angel Garcia, NK Pro)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has visited the barracks of the country's general-grade
officers together with his daughter to mark the 75th anniversary of the founding of the
armed forces, according to state media Wednesday. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has given the clearest signal yet that he is positioning his
middle-school-aged daughter as his successor, analysts say, after a raft of official photos
showed the girl holding center stage in a banquet hall full of military top brass. (Min Joo Kim,
The Washington Post)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un called for strengthening the country's military, state media
reported on Wednesday, as he paid tribute to soldiers and met with troops amid
expectations for a major military parade showcasing the latest weapons. (Josh Smith,
Reuters)

e North Korea has scheduled a major political conference to discuss the “urgent task” of
improving its agricultural sector, a possible sign of worsening food insecurity as the
country’s economic isolation deepens amid a defiant nuclear weapons push. (Kim
Tong-Hyung, AP News)

e Over a dozen large shelters that could house North Korea’s largest nuclear missiles appeared
on Wednesday afternoon outside a central Pyongyang square, where a military parade
looked set to take place in the coming hours, according to NK Pro analysis of satellite
imagery. (Colin Zwirko, NK Pro)

e As the U.S. grapples with the flight of a suspected Chinese spy balloon over the mainland last
week, the news that a North Korean balloon drifted into South Korea on Sunday has raised
new questions about the capabilities Pyongyang could attain by investing in advanced
balloon technology. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e North Korea travel experts express surprise at use of Yanggakdo Hotel, formerly the main
accommodation for tourists. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

In South Korea:
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e Rep. Kim Gi-hyeon of the ruling People Power Party has reclaimed the front-runner position
in the race for party leader in the wake of a row between his rival Rep. Ahn Cheol-soo and
the office of President Yoon Suk Yeol, a poll showed Wednesday. (Yonhap)

e Seoul's unification ministry has proposed establishing a system that would allow South
Koreans separated from family members in North Korea to confirm whether their relatives
are still alive. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e South Korea plans to conduct its first formation flight of stealth drones around 2025, Korean
Air Co. said Wednesday, as the aircraft development project gained traction following North
Korea's drone infiltrations late last year. (Yonhap)

e South Korea plans to stage nationwide civil air defense drills in May for the first time in six
years, its military said Wednesday, in a move to reinforce public safety amid evolving North
Korean nuclear and missile threats. (Yonhap)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol criticized the Moon Jae-in administration for neglecting to conduct
proper integrated defense drills involving the government, the military, police and civilians in
pursuit of a "fake peace,' during a pan-government defense meeting Wednesday. (Sarah Kim,

Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

e U.S. President Joe Biden has pledged to protect U.S. sovereignty in the face of a threat by
China in his second State of the Union Address on Tuesday. Meanwhile, Biden made no
mention of North Korea in his speech. (KBS World)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has sent a message of condolences to his Syrian
counterpart over the latest earthquake that has claimed more than 7,800 lives in Turkey and
Syria, according to state media Wednesday. (Yonhap)

e The scale and gravity of violations in North Korea demand attention from the international
community. In particular, the governments of South Korea, the United States and others
must create opportunities for their human rights envoys to engage in dialogue with North
Korea. (Boram Jang, Amnesty International)

e South Korea, the United States and Japan will hold a vice ministerial meeting in Washington
next week to discuss the security situation on the Korean Peninsula and ways to boost
trilateral cooperation, Seoul's foreign ministry said Wednesday. (Yonhap)

e South Korea will participate in a special round of negotiations for the United States-led
Indo-Pacific Economic Framework to be held in India this week to discuss supply chains, fair
economy and green technologies, the industry ministry said Wednesday. (Yonhap)

e A team of more than 110 South Korean workers arrived in Turkey on Wednesday to support
the country's ongoing search and rescue operations following a devastating earthquake
earlier this week, according to Seoul's foreign ministry. (Yonhap)

e North Korean hackers working for the government stole record-breaking virtual assets last
year estimated to be worth between $630 million and more than $1 billion, U.N. experts said
in a new report. (Edith M. Lederer, AP News)

e South Korea is facing potential hurdles in its yearslong battle to put behind once and for all
its longtime historical dispute with Japan over forced labor, as it is now forced to revisit a
claim that the Korean military was responsible for murdering civilians during the Vietnam
War. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)
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Thursday, February 9, 2023

HRNK News Items: North Korea's Kim Jong Un shows off ICBMs,
nuclear weapons in parade

In North Korea:

Daughter of North Korean leader Kim shares spotlight with nuclear missiles (Reuters, 02,/09,/2023)

Kim Jong Un accelerates cult of personality with new mural of himself (NK News, 02/08/2023)
North displays enough ICBM launchers to defeat U.S. missile defense (Korea JoongAng Daily,

02,/09,/2023)
rth Korea displays 'solid-fuel ICBM' at military parade (NK News, 02,/09,/2023)
N. Korea holds military parade in Pyongyang to mark armed forces' founding (NK News,
02,/08,/2023)
North Korea holds military parade to celebrate Korean People's Army (Korea JoongAng Daily,
02/09/2023)
North Korea's Kim Jong Un shows off ICBMs, nuclear weapons in parade (The Washington Post,
02,/09,/2023)

North Korean military parade kicks off as fireworks and jets soar over capital NK News, 02/08/2023)
Korean | r nds military parade; ICBMs on display (The Korea Times, 02/09,/2023)

North Korean leader attends military parade with daughter, doesn't give speech (NK News,

02,/09,/2023)
North Korean Leader Mum as Military Parade Rolls Out Largest ICBM Display (Voice of America,
02,/09/2023)
North Korea rolls out most long-range nuclear missiles ever at military parade (NK News,
02,/09,/2023)
North Korea shows off largest-ever number of nuclear missiles at nighttime parade (Reuters,
02,/09/2023)

Security tight in North Korean capital for military parade and Kim Jong II's birthday (Radio Free Asia,
02,/08,/2023)

In South Korea:

Panel poin major holes in h' r rity (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02 /09 /2023)
Seoul to launch microsatellite system to monitor North Korean nuclear threats (NK News,
02,/09/2023)

Yoon visits Turkish embassy to mourn earthquake victims (Yonhap News, 02/09,/2023)

International:
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Australia to deploy long-range aircraft to monitor North Korea sanctions evasion (NK News,

02,/09,/2023)
UK reports trade with North Korea doubled last year despite border closures (NK News,
02,/09,/2023)
N. Korea's top diplomat sends condolence message to quake-hit Turkey (The Korea Times,
02,/09,/2023)

(3rd LD) S. Korean team rescues 5 survivors in quake-hit Turkey (Yonhap News, 02/09/2023)

In North Korea:

Sharing drinks, watching missile parades and dining with senior army commanders, North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un's daughter was center stage with her father and mother at major
military events this week. (Josh Smith, Reuters)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un appears to have recently approved the installation of just
the second known large artistic mural of himself in the country, according to state media,
replacing a previous mural that showed the country's former leaders and accelerating his
own cult of personality. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

North Korea displayed the largest number of its longest-range intercontinental ballistic
missile at a nighttime military parade on Wednesday, as well as mock-ups of a new solid-fuel
missile under development, state media photos showed Thursday. (Michael Lee, Korea
JoongAng Daily)

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un brought his daughter to a massive military parade
showing off the regime's most advanced weapons, state media reported Thursday. Among
the arms on display was what appeared to be a solid-fuel intercontinental ballistic missile.
(Jung Min-Ho, The Korea Times)

North Korea held a military parade in Pyongyang Wednesday to mark the 75th founding
anniversary of its armed forces, an informed source said, in what was seen as a highly
choreographed event to flaunt its military might and foster national unity. (The Korea Times)

North Korea held a military parade late Wednesday, its first since April 2022, in celebration
of the 75th foundation anniversary of the Korean People’s Army (KPA). Maxar Technologies’
satellite images show what appears to be a convoy of missiles, including North Korea’s
longest-range intercontinental ballistic missile Hwaseong-17 and slightly shorter-range
missiles, passing through a huge crowd in front of the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang.(Lee
Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has taken his “beloved daughter” to a huge military parade
that, Pyongyang claims, showed off its most advanced weapons, including “tactical nuclear
units” and intercontinental ballistic missiles.(Min Joo-Kim, The Washington Post)

A widely expected North Korean military parade kicked off at around 9 p.m. Wednesday, as
fireworks over Pyongyang and multiple other indicators pointed to the start of the
celebration for the country’s military foundation day. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

North Korea has staged a massive military parade in Pyongyang to mark the 75th founding
anniversary of its armed forces, its state media confirmed Thursday, describing
intercontinental ballistic missiles. (The Korea Times)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un attended a military parade in Pyongyang on Wednesday
featuring the country’s largest nuclear missiles, with his daughter joining him on the viewing
stand, according to state media. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

A grand nighttime event in Pyongyang Wednesday parading military hardware featured the
largest contingent of North Korean intercontinental ballistic missiles to date, including a
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handful believed to be mock-ups of nuclear-capable missiles that would run on solid-fuel
engines. (Eunice Kim, Voice of America)

North Korea unveiled more nuclear weapons than it ever has at a single time during a
military parade on Wednesday, including a new apparent solid-fuel long-range missile and at
least 11 previously tested intercontinental ballistic missiles. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)
Nuclear-armed North Korea showcased its missile production muscle during a nighttime
parade, state media reported on Thursday, displaying more intercontinental ballistic missiles
(ICBMs) than ever before and hinting at a new solid-fuel weapon. (Josh Smith and Soo Hyang
Choi, Reuters)

North Korean authorities have ratcheted up security this month in Pyongyang, apparently to
prevent travelers from bringing weapons or explosives into the capital that might mar a big
military parade or the birthday of Kim Jong Un’s father Kim Jong Il. (Chang Gyu Ahn, Radio

Free Asia)

In South Korea:

South Korea’s defenses against North Korean hackers are hampered by Seoul’s lack of clear
guidance for private companies and the country’s balkanized cyber security market, a risk
analyst said at an expert panel on Thursday. The discussion, titled “Deterring North Korean
Cyber Attacks,” was part of a two-day panel series at the Four Seasons Hotel in Jongno
District, central Seoul, hosted by the British Embassy in Seoul as part of its Cyber Week that
kicked off on Wednesday. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korea will develop a new microsatellite system to monitor North Korean activities and
strengthen national security response capabilities by 2030, Seoul's defense procurement
agency said Thursday. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

President Yoon Suk Yeol visited the Turkish Embassy in Seoul on Thursday to offer his
condolences over the victims of this week's devastating earthquake in Turkey, his office said.
(Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

International:

Total trade in goods and services between North Korea and the U.K. reached $127 million
over a 12-month period ending last year, the UK. government confirmed to NK News on
Wednesday, more than double the amount during the previous period. (Shreyas Reddy, NK
News)

North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son-hui has sent a letter of condolence to her Turkish
counterpart over a devastating earthquake that struck the nation, Pyongyang's state media
reported Thursday. (The Korea Times)

South Korea's disaster relief team operating in quake-struck Turkey rescued five survivors
Thursday, according to on-site team officials and Seoul's foreign ministry. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Jack Boone, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Friday, February 10, 2023

North Korea's Political Warfare Strategy Has Failed: ROK - U.S.
Alliance Needs a Superior Strategy

Top News:

North Korea's Political Warfare Strategy Has Failed: ROK - U.S. Alliance Needs a Superior Strategy
(1945, 02,/09,/2023)

In North Korea:
Kim Jong Un’s forgotten toys: The fighting vehicles at the Feb. 8 parade (NK News, 02,/10,/2023)
N.K. leader calls for stronger military power in photo session with parade participants (Yonhap,
02/10/2023)
North Korea rolls out more IBCMs than ever for military parade (NK News, 02,/10,/2023)
rth Kor n ndolen ria, Turkey after quakes (NK News, 02/10,/2023)
Parade flag hints at existence of yet another new North Korean ICBM (NK News, 02/10,/2023)

Why North Korea flexed long-range missile might at latest parade (NK News, 02/10,/2023)

In South Korea:

South Korea issues first-ever cyber sanctions against North Korea (NK News, 02,/10,/2023)

S. Korea sanctions N. Korea over cybertheft for the first time (The Korea Herald, 02,/10,/2023)

S. Korea’s talk of nuclear armament warranted, but should focus on U.S. extended deterrence
(Yonhap, 02/10/2023)

International:
S. Korea, U.S. intelligence agencies issue joint security advisory against N.K. cyber threat (Yonhap,
02/10/2023)

U.S. offer for dialogue remains on table, but will not reduce sanctions on N. Korea (Yonhap,
02/10/2023)

Top News:

e The international community must understand that the only way to end the nuclear program
and the human rights abuses is through unification of the Korean peninsula. The ROK and
U.S. must continue to maintain the highest state of military readiness to deter war and then
adopt a human rights upfront approach, a comprehensive and sophisticated information and
influence activities campaign, and focus all efforts on the pursuit of a free and unified Korea
- ultimately leading to a United Republic of Korea (UROK). (Matthew Ha, David Maxwell,
1945)

In North Korea:

e North Korea’s meticulously choreographed mass celebrations can seem as though they've
continuously intensified since Kim Jong Un’s ascension to power. The now annual events can
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seem like a neverending rising tone: forever escalating the threat posed by the isolated
nation’s armed forces. (Joost Oliemans, NK News)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un called for bolstering the country's military strength at an
unprecedented pace, during a photo session with the participants of a military parade held
earlier this week, Pyongyang's state media reported Friday. (Yi Wonju, Yonhap)

e No less than 17 intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) drove through Kim Il Sung Square
in central Pyongyang during Wednesday’s military parade, in a menacing assertion of North
Korea’s ability to carry out a nuclear strike against nearly any target on Earth. (Joost
Oliemans, NK News)

e North Korean state media this week covered the devastating earthquakes in Turkey and
Syria, reporting that Kim Jong Un and his foreign minister sent condolence letters to the
countries. (Seung-Yeon Chung, NK News)

e North Korea rolled out two types of intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) at its military
parade this week — one known and one new — but Pyongyang may be preparing to unveil a
third, according to NK Pro analysis of state media’s parade coverage. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korea carried out a large-scale military parade on Wednesday celebrating the 75th
Anniversary of the Korean People’s Army (KPA), using the opportunity to unveil a seemingly
new type of solid-fuel long-range missile as thousands of soldiers goose-stepped through
Kim Il Sung Square. (Ethan Jewell, Ifang Bremer, NK News)

In South Korea:

e The South Korean government announced unilateral sanctions on Friday against four North
Korean individuals and seven entities that raise funds for the country’s nuclear and missile
programs, Seoul’s first-ever independent sanctions targeting DPRK cyber activities. (Shreyas
Reddy, NK News)

e South Korea has imposed sanctions on North Korean individuals and groups for stealing
cryptocurrency assets and coordinating cyberattacks, the first independent steps to curb
cybercrimes that Seoul says are linked to bankrolling Pyongyang’s nuclear and missile
programs. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

e Discussions about South Korea developing its own nuclear capabilities may be warranted
amid increasing nuclear threats from North Korea but the country is not at a point where it
should actually consider such an option, a former U.S. National Security Council (NSC)
official said Thursday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

International:

e Intelligence agencies of South Korea and the United States on Friday issued a joint security
advisory against illicit North Korean cyber activities aimed at stealing cryptocurrencies
through ransomware attacks. (Yonhap)

e The United States continues to remain open to dialogue with North Korea but will not
reduce sanctions on the reclusive country just to bring Pyongyang back to the dialogue
table, a state department spokesperson said Thursday. (Byun, Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Ava Kim, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Saturday, February 11, 2023

Kim Jong Un shows off daughter, missiles at N. Korean parade;
U.S. has many tools available to hold N. Korea accountable: State
Dept.

In North Korea:
Kim Jong Un sh ff hter, missil Korean parade (AP News, 02/11/2023)

North Korea ‘teeters on the brink of famine’ amid chronic food shortages (The Telegraph,
02/10/2023)

Why Kim Jong Un wants you to meet his daughter (CNN, 02 /11/2023)

In South Korea:

Wife of North Korean Diplomat: From Pyongyang to Seoul Seeking Freedom for Kids (VOA,
02/10/2023)

International:
Korea, Russi fen ration 'n ' for Korean Peninsula: fficial (Yonhap,
02/11,/2023)

(Yonhap, 02/11/2023)

U.S. ready to talk w1th North= but will continue ]omt exercises with allies (Korea JoongAng Daily,
02/10/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and his young daughter took center stage at a huge
military parade, fueling speculation that she is being primed as a future leader of the isolated
country as her father showed off his latest, largest nuclear missiles. (Kim Tong-hyung, AP
News)

e North Korea’s ruling party will meet later this month to tackle the “urgent” task of reviving
the country’s agriculture sector as fears rise that chronic food shortages could trigger a
humanitarian disaster. (Nicola Smith, The Telegraph)

e With his young daughter at this side at two splashy military events this week, Kim Jong Un
told the world two things - the Kim family will rule North Korea for another generation and
it will have the nuclear weapons to make sure no one can challenge that. (Brad Lendon, CNN)

In South Korea:

e 'l can see your son has a bright future ahead of him," a schoolteacher in London told Oh Hye
Son. Oh, 55, is the wife of Thae Yong Ho, a member of the South Korean National Assembly.
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He defected from North Korea with Oh and their sons in 2016 while serving as the deputy
ambassador to the U.K. (Christy Lee, Kim Hyungjin, VOA)

International:

e Defense cooperation between North Korea and Russia is not good for the Korean Peninsula,
a White House National Security Council (NSC) official noted Friday, pointing to the possible
transfer of Russian military capabilities to the recalcitrant North. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The United States has a number of tools to hold North Korea to account for its continued
and evolving provocations, a state department spokesperson said Friday, after North Korea
unveiled what many suspect to be new solid-fuel missiles. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The United States is ready to engage in talks with North Korea but will continue to
coordinate defensive exercises with allies in the region if Pyongyang keeps up its
provocations and refuses to engage in diplomacy, a U.S. State Department spokesman said
Thursday in Washington. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Prepared by Bryan Clark, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, February 12, 2023

NK Leader's Daughter Seen Riding Symbolic White Horse; S.
Korea, U.S. Hold Counter-drone Drills

In North Korea:
Kim’s i hter: Heir rent or pr nda vehicle? (The Korea Herald, 02 /12 /2023)
N.K. leader's daughter seen riding symbolic white horse (Yonhap News, 02/12/2023)
N.K. media urges thorough quarantine efforts amid 'very unstable' virus situation (Yonhap News,
02/12/2023)

K for le named 'Ju-ae' hange their names: report (The Korea Times, 02/12 /2023)

Power Organizations after 6th Plenum of the 8th Central Committee (NK Leadership Watch,
02/10/2023)

In South Korea:

in ri f the Korean Peninsula is mor i han nuclear armament (Hankyoreh,
02/12/2023)
S. Korea to craft plan to develop new guided missile capable of striking N.K. artillery (Yonhap News,
02/12/2023)
lintensifies crackdown on North Kor rings (Nikkei Asia, 02/12 /2023)

Streamline defense procurement (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02 /12 /2023)
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Inter-Korean Relationship:
Desolate truce village symbolizes latest rift between two Koreas (The Korea Times, 02/12/2023)

International:
‘Buy America' policy pressuring Samsung, SK in China (The Korea Times, 02 /12 /2023)
Iranian envoy h mend ties with Korea (The Korea Herald, 02/12 /2023)

Japanese forced labor trials to resume in May (The Korea Herald, 02 /12 /2023)

Korea issuing short-term visas again for travelers from China (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02 /12 /2023)
S. Korea, U.S. hold counter-drone drills amid N. Korean UAV threats (Yonhap News, 02 /12 /2023)

Taiwan an h Kor remain key chip h MKS chief (Financial Times, 02,/10,/2023)
Tech war: South Korea on alert for technology leaks to China as US restrictions intensify (South

China Morning Post, 02 /12 /2023)

Three more people rescued by Korean emergency response team in Turkey (Korea JoongAng Daily,
02/12/2023)

Vice FM says it's 'a bit early' to predict when S. Korea, Japan will settle forced labor issue (Yonhap

News, 02,/12,/2023)

In North Korea:

North Korean leader, Kim Jong-un, placed his young daughter, Kim Ju-ae, front and center at
high-profile events last week, rekindling the debate on whether North Korea carves out a
path to position Ju-ae as Kim’s heir apparent. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

North Korean state TV on Sunday aired footage of leader Kim Jong-un's daughter, Ju-ae,
riding a white horse in an apparent display of her legitimacy as a descendant of the ruling
family's "Paekdu bloodline." (Yonhap News)

A North Korean state broadcaster called Sunday for thorough quarantine efforts, pointing to
the "very unstable" situation marked by the spread of COVID-19, seasonal flu and other
contagious illnesses. (Yonhap News)

North Korea is compelling people who have the same name as leader Kim Jong-un's
daughter, Ju-ae, to change their name, as part of the regime's effort to idolate the young girl,
who is assumed to be about 10 years old, and who is expected to be the country's next
leader, according to a recent media report. (Nam Hyun-woo, The Korea Times)

This article provides a list of key personnel in North Korea's central institutions following the
6th Plenum of the 8th Central Committee. (Michael Madden, NK Leadership Watch)

In South Korea:

Even if South Korea risks all of this and “audaciously” goes for nuclear armament, it is highly
possible that the country will end up becoming a rogue state that cannot gain international
recognition and a failed state with a ruined economy. (Moon Jang-ryul, Hankyoreh)

South Korea plans to adopt a basic plan as early as next month to develop a new advanced
guided missile capable of striking North Korean long-range artillery pieces hidden in caves,
the state arms procurement agency said Sunday. (Yonhap News)

South Korea's National Intelligence Service has launched a large campaign to break up North
Korea's espionage network. The spy agency raided the head office of the country's militant
labor federation to crack down on underground subversion rings set up by the North.
(Yosuke Onchi, Nikkei Asia)
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e A comprehensive special act to revitalize our sclerotic defense industry is more effective to
solve the deep-rooted problem. Otherwise, our weapons technology will continue lag behind
that of other countries. (Lee Kwang-hyung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, North Korean soldiers have avoided
showing themselves in public to ward off the disease, at the cost of suspending in-person
talks with the U.N. Command about upholding the armistice. (Jack Lau, The Korea Times)

International:

e Speaking to The Korea Times, executives and government officials said that as U.S. efforts to
crackdown on China's technology industry have been determined by political factors, it's
highly likely Washington will accelerate its moves to limit Beijing's access to critical
semiconductor-manufacturing equipment. (Kim Yoo-chul, The Korea Times)

e Iranian Ambassador Saeed Badamchi Shabestari has called on the South Korean government
and people to work toward better bilateral ties, stressing stagnant political and economic
ties between the two countries in recent years. (Sanjay Kumar, The Korea Herald)

e High court judges in Seoul are set to resume trials on forced labor issues involving Japanese
companies in May, regardless of whether Japan continues not to respond to the court's
request to transmit judicial documents to defendants there. (Son Ji-hyoung, The Korea
Herald)

e Korea started issuing short-term visas for people traveling from China starting Saturday as
the ratio of those testing positive for Covid-19 on arrival dropped into the 1-percent range.
(Lee Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e South Korea and the United States staged combined counter-drone drills at a U.S. air base in
a southwestern city last week, U.S. military photos showed Sunday, as Seoul seeks to
reinforce readiness following North Korea's drone incursions late last year. (Yonhap News)

e South Korea and Taiwan will still be key semiconductor hubs in years to come, even as
pressure to diversify supply chains leads to new competition from places such as the US and
Germany, according to the chief executive of US chipmaking equipment supplier MKS
Instruments. (Cheng Ting-Fang, Financial Times)

e South Korea is on the alert for potential know-how leaks to China, as US efforts to deny
Chinese access to chip technologies intensifies, according to Korean experts, in a subtle shift
that could cast a shadow over semiconductor supply chain cooperation between the two
Asian neighbors. (Seong Hyeon Choi, South China Morning Post)

e Rescuers dispatched by the Korean government rescued three more people from the rubble
in Antakya, southern Turkey, on Saturday, bringing the total number of saved lives to eight,
said Seoul’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. (Lee Sung-Eun, Jeong Jin-Woo, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e A senior South Korean diplomat said Sunday it is "a bit early" to predict when Seoul and
Tokyo can settle the thorny issue of Japan's wartime forced labor, amid speculation that they
have moved closer to a deal following a flurry of diplomatic engagement. (Yonhap News)

Prepared by Raymond Ha, HRNK Director of Operations & Research

Original newsletter archived and available here:

119


https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/02/12/opinion/columns/defense-procurement-drones/20230212200444079.html
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2023/02/356_345218.html
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2023/02/356_345229.html
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230212000146
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230212000115
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230212000115
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/02/12/national/socialAffairs/visa-China-Korea/20230212175303020.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230212001100325
https://www.ft.com/content/33702630-41ea-4c60-b186-aa4212729638
https://www.scmp.com/tech/tech-war/article/3209635/tech-war-south-korea-alert-technology-leaks-china-us-restrictions-intensify
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/02/12/national/socialAffairs/korea-turkey-earthquake/20230212191343759.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230212002000325

Monday, February 13, 2023

ROK activist received North Korean orders while running for
office, N. Korea 'expands, reorganizes' military units

In North Korea:

N. Korea 'expand anizes' military uni i ationa at missi (Yonhap News,
2/13/2023)
North Korea sends 100,000 youth to work at new mega project in capital (NK News, 2/13 /2023)

O Kuk Ryol, North Korean general under 3 generations of Kim leaders, dies at 90 (NK News,
2/13/2023)

In South Korea:

ROK activist received North Korean orders while running for office: Lawmaker (NK News,
2/13/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Ministry reviewing local association's N. Korean visit bid over separated families (Yonhap News,
2/13/2023)

Representatives of separated families invited to visit North Korea (The Korea Times, 2/13/2023)

International:
On GPS: the danger from North Korea (CNN, 2,/12/2023)
South Korea's dilemma over sending arms to Ukraine (The Korea Herald, 2/13/2023)
Korea r | h for for labor 1 n remains unchan (The Korea Herald,
2/13/2023)
When the Same North Korea Policy Fails Over and Over Again (Foreign Policy, 2,/11/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea has "expanded and reorganized" many of its military units in accordance with
new security situations, assigning operational combat missions to them, state media said
Monday. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap News)

e North Korean authorities from around the country have pulled a total of 100,000 young
people from their work and studies and sent them to build a new residential mega project in
Pyongyang, according to state media on Sunday, in what appears to be an unusually large
mobilization campaign. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e O Kuk Ryol, an iconic figure of North Korean politics who served under three generations of
Kim rulers and helped establish the command structure of the country’s military, died last
Thursday at the age of 90, according to state media. (Fyodor Tertitskiy, NK News)
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In South Korea:

e South Korean authorities have indicted an activist for allegedly taking instructions from a
North Korean agent and spying for Pyongyang while running for local office, according to a
ruling party lawmaker. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e South Korea's unification ministry said Monday it is reviewing whether to approve an
application by a local association to visit North Korea over the issue of families separated by
the 1950-53 Korean War. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap News)

e Activists representing the families dispersed by the Korean War (1950-53) have been invited
by North Korea to visit Pyongyang in the first such case in more than three years. (Jung
Min-ho, The Korea Times)

International:

e Sue Mi Terry, former U.S. official and current director of the Wilson Center's Asia Program,
tells Fareed why she is growing more concerned about North Korea's nuclear weapons
program. (Fareed Zakaria, CNN)

e For the South Korean leader who is already facing myriad diplomatic challenges and the
imminent threat of North Korea at the same time, it is still a difficult prospect for the world’s
eighth-largest arms exporter to offer lethal aid to Ukraine, according to experts in Seoul.
(Shin Ji-hye, The Korea Herald)

e The South Korean government is increasing its efforts to end the long-running historical
dispute with Japan over restitution to Koreans forced to work for Japanese companies
during World War II, but Japan shows little sign of offering what the victims have long
sought: a direct apology and compensation. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

e The lesson from the history of U.S. policy on North Korea is that limited nuclear deals do not
work and only delay the eventual expansion of nuclear programs. A better approach is using
all available tools. (Anthony Ruggiero, Foreign Policy)

Prepared by Haeun Moon, HRNK Director of Operations & Research

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Tuesday, February 14, 2023

N. Korea unveils stamp featuring leader's daughter Ju-ae for 1st
time; Ministry reviewing North visit request by families group

In North Korea:
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Gen. O Kuk Ryol (1930-2023) (North Korea Leadership Watch, 02/14,/2023)

Kim Jong-un’s daughter has emerged on the world stage — but what does it mean? (The Telegraph,
02/13/2023)
N. Korea unveils stamp featuring leader's daughter Ju-ae for 1st time (Yonhap, 02/14,/2023)

New stamps show Kim, his daughter and a missile (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02 /14 /2023)
North Korea to issue new stamps featuring Kim Jong Un’s daughter (NK News, 12 /14 /2023)

Uh, Ju Ae... We have to change your name (Radio Free Asia, 02/13/2023)

In South Korea:
hief calls for 'bold' punishmen in ntial enemy provocations (Yonhap, 02/14 /2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Civic _group says North Korea sent invite to discuss family reunions in Pyongyang (NK News,
02/14,/2023)

Ministry reviewing North visit request by families group (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02 /14 /2023)
International:

China's defense chief sends congratulatory message to N. Korea over army anniversary (Yonhap,
02/14,/2023)

Kor AT rv h militar ration (The Korea Herald, 02/14,/2023)
Three-way talks back checks on N. Korea, China (The Korea Herald, 02 /14 /2023)

In North Korea:

e Gen. O Kuk Ryol (O Kuk-yol), a retired former senior national security official and close
adviser and friend of late DPRK leader Kim Jong Il (Kim Cho'ng-il), died of heart failure on the
morning of 9 February in Pyongyang. (North Korea Leadership Watch)

e Amid the formidable firepower on display at North Korea’s massive military parade last week,
an elegant white horse was spotted marching alongside the regime’s largest nuclear missiles
and ranks of goose-stepping soldiers. (Nicola Smith, The Telegraph)

e North Korea on Tuesday unveiled the designs of a new stamp featuring the daughter of the
North's leader Kim Jong-un, known as Ju-ae, for the first time. (Yonhap)

e North Korea on Tuesday unveiled a new postal stamp series featuring the daughter of the
North's leader Kim Jong-un for the first time. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea is set to release new stamps commemorating the country's most recent
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) launch, prominently featuring Kim Jong Un's
daughter in the latest evidence of her rising profile since first appearing at the launch.
(Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e The parents of 12-year-old Ju Ae were summoned to the local government office and
confronted with a shocking order: Change your daughter’s name. (Hyemin Son, Radio Free
Asia)

In South Korea:
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e South Korea's top military officer called on front-line troops Tuesday to carry out a "bold"
punishment against potential enemy provocations, his office said, as Seoul is striving to
sharpen its deterrence against evolving North Korean nuclear and missile threats. (Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e A South Korean association for families separated by the Korean War has received an
invitation from North Korea to visit Pyongyang to discuss a reunion project, the head of the
organization told NK News on Tuesday. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e The Unification Ministry said it is reviewing an application by a local civic group to visit
North Korea to discuss the issue of families separated by the 1950-53 Korean War. (Michael

Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

e China's defense minister has sent a congratulatory message to his North Korean counterpart
on the occasion of the North's 75th founding anniversary of its armed forces last week,
Pyongyang's state media said Tuesday. (Yonhap)

e South Korea and NATO held their first military staff-to-staff talks in Seoul to pave the way to
strengthen military exchanges and cooperation, South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said
Tuesday. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e First Vice Foreign Minister Cho Hyun-dong and his US and Japanese counterparts reaffirmed
their commitment to denuclearizing North Korea while countering China to curb its
“destabilizing activities” at a meeting in Washington on Monday. (Choi Si-young, The Korea

Herald)

Prepared by Kate Refolo, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Wednesday, February 15, 2023

North Korean food shortage seems to be worsening, South Korea
says; NK seen launching new ICBM military unit amid troop
refurbishment

In North Korea:
In bid to boost childbearing, North Korea offers sporadic extra food (Radio Free Asia, 02 /14 /2023)

North Korea launders S100M in stolen crypto after sanctioned mixer rebrands (NK Pro, 02/15/2023)

North Korea seen launching new ICBM military unit amid troop refurbishment (Reuters, 02,/15/2023)
rth shak 1 rship of army ground forces (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02 /15/2023)
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N. Korean leader calls for strong defense power in meeting with army activists (Yonhap, 02/15/2023)

In South Korea:

Kim

ng Un’ hter unlikel next 1 r of North Korea: ] minister (NK News,

02/15,/2023)
North Korean food shortage seems to be worsening, South Korea says (Reuters, 02/15/2023)

S. Korean ministry says N. Korea's food shortages apparently worsening (Yonhap, 02/15,/2023)
Korea: Unlikely that Kim’ hter groom r (AP News, 02/15,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Resol

ion intr lling for Korean Americans' reunion with r K families (The Korea

Times, 02/15/2023)

International:

U.S. needs to show firm commitment to defense of S. Korea: Rep. Young Kim (Yonhap, 02/15/2023)
U.S. reaffirms ironclad commitment to security of S. Korea in bilateral talks (Yonhap, 02/15/2023)

In North Korea:

As North Korea’s birth rate declines amid chronic food shortages, authorities are offering
families with three or more children extra food twice a year, on the birthdays of the
country’s former leaders. (Hyemin Son, Radio Free Asia)

A virtual currency mixer that the U.S. sanctioned last year for facilitating North Korean
laundering appears to have relaunched under a new name, raising questions about the
effectiveness of sanctions against such tools. (Shreyas Reddy, NK Pro)

North Korea may have launched a military unit tasked with operating new intercontinental
ballistic missiles (ICBMs) in line with its recent restructuring of the military, state media
video footage suggested. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

North Korea appears to have reshuffled the leadership of the Korean People's Army's Ground
Corps since April last year, according to analysis of the military parade held in Pyongyang
last week. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has called for the strengthening of the country's defense
during a meeting with local activists who support the nation's army, according to
Pyongyang's state media Wednesday. (Yonhap)

In South Korea:

South Korea's unification minister says he isn't convinced that recent appearances by Kim
Jong Un's daughter mean she will be the next North Korean leader, proposing that they serve
internal propaganda purpose about the preeminence of the Kim family bloodline. (Jeongmin
Kim, NK News)

A North Korean food crisis appears to have deteriorated, South Korea said on Wednesday, as
a newspaper reported that North Korea has cut rations to its soldiers for the first time in
more than two decades. (Soo-hyang Choi, Reuters)

North Korea's food shortages appear to be worsening, South Korea's unification ministry
said Wednesday, amid a news report that the North has recently cut rations to the military.

(Yonhap)
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e South Korea on Wednesday said that it’s still premature to determine whether the recently
unveiled daughter of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un is being groomed as her father’s
successor. (Hyung-jin Kim, AP News)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e Rep. Young Kim, a Korean American congressman and the chair of the Indo-Pacific
Subcommittee of the United States, has introduced a joint resolution that calls on the U.S.
and North Korea to reunite Korean Americans with their separated families who were
dispersed by the 1950-53 Korean War. (Lee Yeon-woo, The Korea Times)

International:

e The United States needs to better demonstrate to South Korea its commitment to helping
defend its ally against any attack, a U.S. lawmaker said. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman reaffirmed the U.S. commitment to the
security and defense of South Korea in talks with her South Korean counterpart Tuesday,
Seoul's foreign ministry said. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Kate Refolo, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Thursday, February 16, 2023

The Impossible State Live Podcast: National Strategy for
Countering North Korea; 'The Hard Road Out’ Review

Top News:

The Impossible State Live Podcast: National Strategy for Countering North Korea (CSIS, 02/15/23)
“The Hard Road Out’ Review: A Prison Break Across Borders (The Wall Street Journal, 02,/15/23)

In North Korea:
Exper irl an iles Ar rth Korea' Per Regime (VOA, 02/15/2023)

North Korea s Kim breaks ground for housing, farm pro]ect (AP News 02 /16 / 2023)

(Yonhap, 02/16/2023)
rs in ndemic, fears mount th rth Korea i rin rds famine (NK News,
02/15/2023)

In South Korea:
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Kor
N. Korea carried out sweeping party, military personnel reshuffle over past year: Seoul ministry

labeled 'enemy' again in S. Korea's defense whi r (Yonhap, 02/16/23)

(Yonhap, 02/16/2023)

International:

k

Kor ri Il other challenges: D (Yonhap, 02/16,/2023)

Yoon likely to hold summit with Biden in April to build on alliance (The Korea Herald, 02 /16 /2023)

Top News:

Ambassador Robert Joseph and Greg Scarlatoiu discuss their recent report, National
Strategy for Countering North Korea. In this report, 6 Strategic Propositions are presented
for developing a new strategy for denuclearization of North Korea by promoting the rights
and freedoms of the North Korean people in the context of unification with South Korea.
(CSIS)

Thanks to the testimonies of North Koreans who have escaped their prison of a homeland in
the past 25 years, the world is aware of the Kim-family regime’s atrocities against its own
people. A chilling United Nations report a few years ago observed that North Korea’s crimes
against humanity “do not have any parallel in the contemporary world.” (Melanie Kirkpatrick,

The Wall Street Journal)

In North Korea:

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has made a symbolic gesture of telling the world his
regime would continue into the next generation by presenting his daughter at a series of
major military events featuring top generals and the latest military hardware, said experts.
(Kim Hyungjin, Christy Lee, VOA)

North Korea says leader Kim Jong Un attended groundbreaking ceremonies for new housing
and farming projects, which are part of his push for domestic achievements as the country’s
economic isolation deepens amid his defiant pursuit of nuclear arms. (Kim Tong-Hyung, AP
News)

North Korea has been conducting crackdowns on the trade of grains in marketplaces as the
result of a 2022 policy to tighten state control over grain distribution. This occurs in the
midst of a serious food crisis in North Korea. (Yonhap)

Experts say food insecurity appears to be worst in decades, but DPRK’s COVID isolation
obscures situation on the ground. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

In South Korea:

South Korea's defense ministry has referred to the North Korean regime and military as an
"enemy" in its new white paper, for the first time in six years, according to officials Thursday,
apparently in consideration of the North's evolving nuclear and missile threats. (Song
Sang-ho, Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

North Korea conducted a sweeping reshuffle of party, military and government officials over
the past year in a bid to help its leader Kim Jong-un tighten his grip across key institutions,
according to Seoul's unification ministry Thursday. (Yonhap)

International:
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e The United States considers and is dealing with North Korea issues with the same level of
urgency as all other challenges facing the country and its allies, a state department
spokesperson said Wednesday. (Yonhap)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol is expected to meet with his US counterpart, Joe Biden, as early as
April for the third time following their November talks in Cambodia as the two allies eye a
stronger alliance that could ride out deglobalization prompted by the escalating US-China
rivalry. (Choi Si-Young, The Korea Herald)

Prepared by Cherise Kim, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Friday, February 17, 2023

Host of KBS Hanminjok Radio, Han Sang-kwon interviews Greg

Scarlatoiu
Top News:
Host of KBS Hanminjok Radio, Han Sang-kwon interviews Greg Scarlatoiu (HRNK YouTube,
02/16,/2023)

“What Did You Do as We Were Dying?”: The Urgency of Addressing North Korean Human Rights (All
Shorenstein APARC News, 02/16/2023)

In North Korea:

Kim Jong Un creates new bodyguard unit in latest effort to bolster security (NK News, 02/16,/2023)
Kim Jong Un sn hoto with pro-military ‘activists’ (NK News, 02,/16/2023)

N. Korea warns of 'unprecedentedly' strong counteractions against S. Korea-U.S. drills (Yonhap,
02/17/2023)

North Korea threatens ‘unprecedented’ response to upcoming US-ROK drills (NK News, 02 /17/2023)
The First Ladies Of North Korea: Their Roles And Meaning (19FortyFive, 02/17/2023)

In South Korea:

Democratic Party decries prosecutors' attempt to arrest Lee (The Korea Herald, 02/17/2023)

DP leader slams Yoon gov't as ‘prosecution dictatorship' over arrest warrant (Yonhap, 02/17/2023)

How Islamophobia in h Kor hreatens th ntry’s im n nomy (NK News,
02/17/2023)
New defense white paper reflects Yoon Suk-yeol's hardline stance on North Korea (NK News,
02/16,/2023)

Kor intr ‘anti-drone’ m to key facilities (The Korea Herald, 02 /17/2023)

S. Korea to launch Ist military surveillance satellite in November (Yonhap, 02/17/2023)
South Korea's K2 Black Panther: The Best Tank On Earth? (19FortyFive, 02/17/2023)
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Whyv Yoon's embr. f li nomics i news for h Korea’ nomy (NK News,
02/16,/2023)

International:

French helicopter makes rare appearance at North Korea's military parade (NK News, 02 /17/2023)
Indonesia to boost partnership with S. Korea on 50th anniv. of diplomatic ties: envoy (Yonhap,
02/17/2023)

Japan aborts launch of new rocket carrying missile sensor (The Korea Herald, 02/17/2023)

KCCI don 1 in ai ke-hit Turkey (The Korea Herald, 02/17/2023)

New S. Korean relief team arrives in quake-hit Turkey (Yonhap, 02 /17/2023)

Norway recovers $5.8M worth of crypto stolen by North Korean hackers (NK News, 02/17/2023)

Parliamentary committee adopts resolution marking 70th anniversary of S. Korea-U.S. alliance
(Yonhap, 02/17/2023)

ROK defense minister to visit UAE and Poland for talks (NK News, 02/16 /2023)
S. Korea-China weekly flights set to rise by end of month: PM (The Korea Herald, 02,/17/2023)
S. Korea, U.S. to hold 'Freedom Shield' exercise next month (Yonhap, 02/17/2023)
Kor hold 'table-top' exercise next week in Korean nuke thr (Yonhap,
02/17/2023)
S. Korea, US to stage exercise simulating N. Korea’s nuclear use (The Korea Herald, 02 /17/2023)

South Korea's 2nd relief team arrives in Turkey (The Korea Herald, 02 /17/2023)
Why th has work llies lik h Korea from going nuclear (NK News, 02/17/2023)

Top News:

e On Jan. 8, HRNK Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu was featured on KBS Hanminjok Radio's
program “Unification Train” regarding discussions of North Korean human rights. This
interview was translated by HRNK Research Interns Yesun Kim and Haeun Moon. (HRNK
YouTube)

e The time has come to depoliticize North Korean human rights. South Korean progressives
have argued that working to improve human rights in North Korea threatens to worsen
inter-Korean relations and makes addressing security threats difficult, but the Moon
administration failed to make progress in security or relations despite sidelining human
rights. The Yoon administration should work on multilateral approaches to address the state
of human rights in the North and reach a domestic bipartisan consensus on the issue. This
essay originally appeared in Korean on January 27 in Sindonga (New East Asia), Korea’s oldest
monthly magazine (established 1931), as part of a monthly column, "Shin’s Reflections on
Korea." Translated by Raymond Ha. (Gi-Wook Shin, All Shorenstein APARC News)

In North Korea:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un recently formed a new personal bodyguard unit, the sixth
prominent military organization charged with guarding him and his family from
assassination and harassment amid signs of increasing security concerns in recent years.
(Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korean state media reported that Kim Jong Un took a photo with “patriotic” military
families who were invited to the country’s latest military parade, underscoring the event’s
message of building up national defenses. (Seung-Yeon Chung, NK News)
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e North Korea warned Friday that South Korea and the United States will face
"unprecedentedly persistent and strong counteractions" should they press ahead with their
planned combined military drills. (Yonhap)

e North Korea will respond to upcoming U.S.-ROK joint drills with “unprecedentedly
persistent and strong” counteractions, the country’s foreign ministry warned Friday, hours
after Seoul announced a start date for table-top exercises with Washington later this month.
(Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e The First Ladies of North Korea are again frequently turning up in global coverage of the
reclusive state. I found myself intrigued by the media response to Kim Yo Jong, DPRK
Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un’s sister, and now his daughter Ju Ae. (Anthony W. Holmes,

19FortyFive)

In South Korea:

e South Korea's main opposition party has ratcheted up criticism of the prosecution and
President Yoon Suk Yeol and rallied in support for its chairman, Rep. Lee Jae-myung, who
has become the first incumbent leader of the main opposition party wanted for arrest. (Lee
Jung-youn, The Korea Herald)

e Opposition leader Lee Jae-myung on Friday lashed out at President Yoon Suk Yeol a day after
the prosecution sought an arrest warrant for him, saying the administration should use its
power to rein in price hikes hurting ordinary people rather than focusing on arresting him.
(Kim Na-young, Yonhap)

e Global interest in all things South Korea has surged in recent years, driven by soft power
exports like music, film and television. Korean is now one of the most popular languages to
learn in the world, and the country hit a new high in international visitors in the last full year
before the pandemic. But those living in South Korea, especially minorities, often experience
a country with far less glitz and glamor than in K-dramas. Sometimes the reality is far worse,
as seen in a marked increase in Islamophobia in recent years. (Muaz Razaq, NK News)

e South Korea released its 2022 Defense White Paper on Thursday, and it takes a sharp U-Turn
from the previous Moon Jae-in administration’s dovish approach to North Korea. (Sooyoung
Oh, NK News)

e The South Korean government on Friday announced its plan to introduce an "anti-drone
system" to prevent terrorist attacks from targeting key national facilities with drones. (Lee
Jung-youn, The Korea Herald)

e South Korea plans to launch its first military surveillance satellite in November under a
project to deploy a total of five such satellites by the mid-2020s, the state arms procurement
said Friday. (Yonhap)

e The re-emergence of tank warfare in Ukraine has refocused military planners on the
importance of tank design in combined arms combat. While the American M1 Abrams,
Russian T-84 and German Leopard 2 tanks have received extensive media attention in the
main battle tank (MBT) conversation, South Korea’s K2 Black Panther should not be left out.
This staggering $8.5 million dollar vehicle is considered the most expensive MBT in the
world. (Maya Carlin, 19FortyFive)

e On Monday, the South Korean presidential office instructed the Financial Services
Commission, the country’s financial regulator, to devise measures to ease the burden of
households suffering from higher interest rates. (John Lee, NK News)

International:
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A French helicopter made a rare appearance in state media coverage of North Korea’s Feb. 8
military parade, NK Pro analysis shows, confirming that the DPRK successfully imported at
least one unit into the country. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

Indonesia's top envoy in South Korea on Friday stressed the importance of strengthening
bilateral cooperation and reaffirmed Jakarta's continued commitment to a joint fighter
development project, as the two sides mark the 50th anniversary this year of forging
diplomatic ties. (Yi Wonju, Yonhap)

Japan's space agency aborted the inaugural launch of its next-generation H3 rocket on
Friday after the auxiliary booster engines failed to ignite, officials said. (The Korea Herald)
The Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry said Friday it had given $100,000 in aid to
Turkey, which is suffering from untold casualties and destruction after a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake hit the country on Feb. 6. (Jo He-rim, The Korea Herald)

A new team of South Korean relief workers arrived in Turkey on Friday to help the country
reeling from the aftermath of a devastating earthquake, Seoul's foreign ministry said.
(Yonhap)

Norway has seized over $5.8 million (60 million kroner) worth of cryptocurrency that North
Korean hackers stole last year, a development an expert described as a good sign that more
stolen assets will be recovered soon. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

The National Assembly's foreign affairs committee on Friday passed a resolution calling for
further strengthening the alliance between South Korea and the United States to mark the
70th anniversary of the alliance. (Yonhap)

Defense Minister Lee Jong-sup will travel to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on Saturday to
meet with his Emirati counterpart, Mohammed Ahmed Al Bowardi to focus on follow-up
measures for defense cooperation as agreed by the two countries’ leaders last month. Before
departing, Lee will attend the International Defense Exhibition & Conference (IDEX) — a
biennial arms and defense technology sales exhibition — to support South Korean defense
companies looking to secure arms deals. (Korea Pro)

The number of international flights between South Korea and China, currently 62 per week,
will be increased to 100 per week next month. The decision to drop other quarantine
measures, including mandatory PCR tests for entrants travelling from China, will be
announced next week. (Lee Jung-youn, The Korea Herald)

South Korea and the United States will hold a regular springtime combined military exercise
next month under "realistic" scenarios reflecting North Korea's nuclear and other threats,
Seoul's defense ministry said Friday. (Yonhap)

South Korea and the United States will stage a combined military exercise at the Pentagon
next week under the scenario of nuclear use by North Korea, Seoul's defense ministry said
Friday. (Yonhap)

South Korea and the United States will stage a tabletop exercise next week to discuss ways
to develop a joint strategy and response to North Korea's potential use of nuclear weapons
amid the North’s continuing nuclear saber-rattling. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

A second South Korean relief team has arrived in southeastern Turkey on Friday to replace
the first team which has assisted the aid and rescue efforts in region for over a week. (Lim
Jae-seong, The Korea Herald)

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol recently stated his country might pursue its own
nuclear weapons if North Korean threats increase, and while he walked this comment back,
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the implicit proliferation threat — made by a U.S. ally protected by Washington’s nuclear
umbrella — generated some interesting reactions. (Eric Brewer, NK News)

Prepared by Tessa Aguilar, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Saturday, February 18, 2023

Host of KBS Hanminjok Radio, Han Sang-kwon interviews Greg

Scarlatoiu
Top News:
Host of KBS Hanminjok Radio. Han Sang-kwon interviews Greg Scarlatoiu (HRNK YouTube,
02/16,/2023)

Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. 2023 (OHCHR,
01/18,/2023)

In North Korea:

(NK News, 02/18 /2023)

N.K. leader watches football match Wlth daughter in celebratlon of his father's birthday (Yonhap,
02/18/2023)

North Korean leader brings daughter to soccer match (AP News, 02/18/2023)

Inter—Korean Relationship:
fires 1long-ran llistic missile into E . S. Korean military (Yonhap, 02 /18 /2023)
North Korea fires a ballistic missile toward East Sea (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02 /18 /2023)
North Korea fires long-range missile after warning over military drills (Reuters, 02,/18 /2023)
North Korea Launches ICBM (New York Times, 02 /18 /2023)
rth Kor long-ran llistic missil 1 (CNN, 02/18 /2023)

NSC 'strongly condemns N. Korea's long-range missile launch (Yonhap, 02/18 /2023)

International:

N Korea fires missile after threatening retaliation (BBC, 02 /18 /2023)

North Korea fires long-range missile after threatening action against U.S. (The Washington Post,
02,/18,/20223)

North Korea fires long-range missile into waters off Japanese coast: Tokyo (NK News, 02,/18 /2023)

North Korea fires missile as US. S. Korea prepare for drills (AP News, 02 /18 /2023)
Top News:
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On Jan. 8, HRNK Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu was featured on KBS Hanminjok Radio's
program “Unification Train” regarding discussions of North Korean human rights. This
interview was translated by HRNK Research Interns Yesun Kim and Haeun Moon. (HRNK
YouTube)

The present report, submitted to the Human Rights Council pursuant to its resolutions
49/22 and 46/17, describes the activities of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights in promoting accountability for human rights violations in
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, highlighting the progress made and the
challenges encountered. It also examines information the Office of the High Commissioner
has gathered on human rights violations committed in the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea in the light of relevant international legal standards. It concludes with
recommendations addressed to the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, other Member States and the Council. (OHCHR)

In North Korea:

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un attended a soccer game on Friday with his daughter to
celebrate the birthday of her grandfather Kim Jong Il, according to state media, marking the
daughter’s first appearance at an event not overtly related to promoting nuclear weapons.
(Colin Zwirko, NK News)

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has attended a football match with his daughter in
celebration of his late father Kim Jong-il's birthday, state media reported Saturday. (Chae
Yun-hwan, Yonhap)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un brought his young daughter to a soccer game celebrating
the birthday of his late father, state media said Saturday, her latest in a series of public
appearances that have triggered debate on whether she’s being prepped for a future
leadership role. (Kim Tong-hyung, AP News)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Korea fired a long-range ballistic missile into the East Sea on Saturday, according to
South Korea's military. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

North Korea has launched a ballistic missile toward the East Sea on Saturday, according to
the Joint Chief of Staff. (Lee Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

North Korea launched a long-range ballistic missile into the sea off Japan's west coast on
Saturday after warning of a strong response to upcoming military drills by South Korea and
the United States. (Hyunsu Yim, Josh Smith, Reuters)

North Korea launched what South Korea called an intercontinental ballistic missile off its
east coast on Saturday, a day after vowing to take “unprecedentedly persistent and strong”
counteractions against the joint military drills that the United States and South Korea plan
for this spring. (Choe Sang-hun, New York Times)

North Korea launched a presumed long-range ballistic missile Saturday afternoon, South
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said, a day after Pyongyang warned of “unprecedented strong
responses” if the US and South Korea go ahead with planned military exercises. (Yoonjung
Seo, Brad Lendon, Junko Ogura, CNN)
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e The presidential National Security Council (NSC) "strongly" condemned North Korea's latest
long-range missile launch Saturday, vowing stern measures against any attempt by the North
to threaten South Korea. (Yonhap)

International:

e North Korea has fired an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), Japan's government has
said. (Tiffany Wertheimer, BBC)

e North Korea on Saturday fired a long-range missile into the sea, a day after Pyongyang
threatened military action against South Korea and the United States over the allies’ joint
military drills. (Kim Min-joo, The Washington Post)

e North Korea launched one intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) into the East Sea (Sea of
Japan) Saturday evening, according to South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). (Colin Zwirko,
NK News)

e North Korea on Saturday fired a long-range missile from its capital into the sea off Japan,
according to its neighbors, a day after it threatened to take strong measures against South
Korea and the U.S. over their joint military exercises. (Kim Tong-hyung, AP News)

Prepared by Jiwoo Hwang, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, February 19, 2023

N. Korea says it fired Hwasong-15 ICBM at lofted angle; 2023
Chronology of Missile and Military Events

In North Korea:

2023 Chronology of Missile and Military Events (North Korea Leadership Watch, 02/19/2023)
Hwasong-15 launched from Sunan (North Korea Leadership Watch, 02/19,/2023)

N Korea fires missile after threatening retaliation (BBC, 02,/19,/2023)
N. Korea says it fired Hwasong-15 ICBM at lofted angle (Yonhap, 02/19,/2023)

N. Korea makes fresh threats, US bombers fly after ICBM test (AP News, 02/19/2023)

North conducts 'surprise launching drill' of ICBM. vows tit-for-tat responses to South (Korea
JoongAng Daily, 02/19,/2023)

North Korea confirms Saturday’s ICBM test (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02/19,/2023)

North Korea fires ballistic missile off east coast (The Guardian, 02/19,/2023)

North Korea fires intercontinental ballistic missile into Japan's territory (The Telegraph, 02/19,/2023)
North Korea fires long-range missile after threatening action against U.S. (The Washington Post,
02/19,/2023)

North Korea fires missile as US, S. Korea prepare for drills (AP News, 02/19,/2023)
North Korea Launches ICBM (The New York Times, 02 /18 /2023)
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North Korea says it fired Hwasong-15 ICBM in warning to US, South Korea (NK News, 02/19,/2023)
North Korea says it tested ICBM in surprise drill (CNN, 02/19,/2023)

North Korean TV airs missile launch footage (BBC, 02/19,/2023)

In South Korea:
Korea's foreign minister ur n resolve for. labor i (Korea JoongAng Daily,
02/19,/2023)

Left-wing party official arrested in North Korean spy ring investigation (The Korea Herald,
02/19,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
Tensions simmer on peninsula after NK launch, allies’ drills (The Korea Herald, 02/19,/2023)

International:

Japan says North Korea fired ballistic missile that could cover 'entire’ United States (UPI,
02/18/2023)

South Korea, U.S. stage combined air drill in response to North Korea missile launch (Reuters,
02/19/2023)

South Korea, US conduct joint air drills in response to North Korea's ICBM test (The Korea Times,
02/19,/2023)

Top diplomats of S. Korea, U.S., Japan condemn N. Korean missile launch (Yonhap, 02/19,/2023)

U.S. stages joint air exercises with Asian allies after North Korea's ICBM launch (Reuters,
02/19,/2023)

In North Korea:

e The following is a rolling chronology of ballistic missile events (drills and test firings), military
engagement and external military exercises (US-ROK, US-JP and US-ROK-JP) that occur in
and around the the Korean Peninsula during 2023. Events will be listed (by date) in reverse
chronological order. It will be updated every day around midnight Washington DC time.
(North Korea Leadership Watch)

e On the afternoon (KST) of 18 February (Saturday), the DPRK’s Missile General Bureau
managed a drill of the Hwasong-15 theater ballistic missile from the Sunan area of
Pyongyang. (North Korea Leadership Watch)

e North Korea fired an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) on Saturday in a "surprise” drill
to confirm the weapon's reliability, state media said. It flew over 900km (560 miles) for 67
minutes and landed in the Sea of Japan. (Tiffany Wertheimer, BBC)

e North Korea said Sunday it has fired a Hwasong-15 intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) at
a lofted angle in a "sudden launching" drill aimed at ensuring the country's powerful nuclear
deterrent. (Yonhap)

e North Korea said Sunday its latest intercontinental ballistic missile test was meant to further
bolster its “fatal” nuclear attack capacity and threatened additional powerful steps over
upcoming military drills between the United States and South Korea. (Hyung-Jin Kim, AP
News
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e North Korea conducted a “surprise launching drill” of an intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) and vowed heightened tit-for-tat responses to deterrence measures by South Korea
and the United States, state media reported Sunday. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea said Sunday it conducted a “surprise launching drill” of an intercontinental
ballistic missile (ICBM) the day before. The state-controlled Korean Central News Agency
(KCNA) said a Hwasong-15 ICBM was fired in a “surprise ICBM launching drill” under the
written orders of leader Kim Jong-in. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea has fired a ballistic missile toward the sea off its east coast, South Korea’s joint
chiefs of staff said, after Pyongyang warned of a strong response to upcoming US-South
Korea military drills. (The Guardian)

e North Korea on Sunday said it had conducted its latest long-range missile test as a surprise
drill, saying it demonstrated its capacity for “fatal nuclear counterattack". (Louise Watt, The
Telegraph)

e North Korea on Saturday fired a long-range missile into the sea, a day after Pyongyang
threatened military action against South Korea and the United States over the allies’ joint
military drills. (Min-Joo Kim, The Washington Post)

e North Korea on Saturday fired a long-range missile from its capital into the sea off Japan,
according to its neighbors, a day after it threatened to take strong measures against South
Korea and the U.S. over their joint military exercises. (Kim Tong-Hyung, AP News)

e North Korea launched what South Korea called an intercontinental ballistic missile off its
east coast on Saturday, a day after vowing to take “unprecedentedly persistent and strong”
counteractions against the joint military drills that the United States and South Korea plan
for this spring. (Choe Sang-Hun, The New York Times)

e North Korea launched a Hwasong-15 intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) on Saturday as
a warning to the U.S. and South Korea and to test the readiness of special units under the
military’s new Missile General Bureau, according to state media. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korea said Sunday it conducted a test of an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) a
day earlier, its third known test of the long-range weapon in less than a year. (Yoonjung Seo,
Brad Lendon, Junko Ogura, CNN)

e North Korean state TV has aired footage of the launch of a Hwasong-15 intercontinental
ballistic missile on Saturday. It flew over 900km (560 miles) in 67 minutes before landing in
the Sea of Japan. (BBC)

In South Korea:

e Foreign Minister Park Jin in his meeting with the Japanese foreign minister in the German
city of Munich on Saturday urged Japan to make a political decision to resolve the forced
labor issue that has soured the bilateral ties for years. The foreign ministers of the three
countries also met on the sidelines of the Munich conference on Saturday, shortly after the
North’s firing of an intercontinental ballistic missile. (Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e Two were arrested over the weekend on Jeju Island on charges of violating the national
security law in a spiraling investigation into a North Korean spy ring. (Kim Arin, The Korea
Herald)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e South Korea and the US staged combined air drills Sunday, a day after North Korea
aggravated inter-Korean tensions by firing an intercontinental ballistic missile that South
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Korea believes could reach anywhere in the continental United States. (Choi Si-young, The
Korea Herald)

International:

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the United States is "prepared to engage" with
North Korea after the country fired a long-range ballistic missile on Saturday. (Adam
Schrader, Patrick Hilsman, UPI)

South Korea and the United States held a combined air drill involving a U.S. strategic bomber
on Sunday in response to North Korea's launch of an intercontinental ballistic missile on
Saturday, South Korea's military said. (Reuters)

A video of North Korea's latest intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) test, captured by a
camera in Japan, suggests it is on the verge of, if not already, mastering atmospheric reentry
— a technology required to strike the U.S. mainland with a nuclear-tipped ICBM. (Jung
Min-ho, The Korea Times)

The top diplomats of South Korea, Japan and the United States strongly condemned North
Korea's long-range ballistic missile launch Saturday, vowing to take "appropriate action.
(Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

The United States held joint air exercises bilaterally with South Korea and Japan involving
strategic bombers on Sunday, a day after North Korea fired a Hwasong-15 intercontinental
ballistic missile (ICBM) in a "sudden launching drill". (Soo-Hyang Choi, Reuters)

Monday, February 20, 2023

NK fires 2 SRBMs toward East Sea; NK warns it will use Pacific

as 'firing range'

In North Korea:
N. Korea fires 2 short-range ballistic missiles toward East Sea: S. Korean military (Yonhap,

02,/20/2023)
North Korean ferry capsized near Wonsan naval base, satellite imagery shows (NK News,
02,/20,/2023)
North Korea’s latest ICBM launch signals new phase of long-range missile drills (NK Pro,
02,/20/2023)

North Korea warns it will use Pacific as 'firing range' (The Korea Times, 02/20,/2023)

In South Korea:
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Presidential officials m ver N.K. missile launch (Yonhap, 02,/20,/2023)

Ruling party leader says calls for own nuclear armament boosted by N.K. provocations (Yonhap,
02,/20,/2023)

S. Korea slaps more sanctions on N. Korea in response to missile provocations (Yonhap, 02/20,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
[Newsmaker] Koreas back to square one as detente fades (The Korea Herald, 02,/20,/2023)

International:

North Korea fires 2 missiles in tests condemned by neighbors (AP News, 02,/20,/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea fired two short-range ballistic missiles (SRBMs) toward the East Sea on Monday,
Seoul's military said, a day after South Korea and the United States staged joint air drills,
involving B-1B bombers, in response to the North's long-range missile launch. The Joint
Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said it detected the launch from the Sukchon area in South Pyongan
Province between 7 a.m. and 7:11 a.m., and that the missiles flew some 390 kilometers and
340 km, respectively. (Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

® A North Korean ferry capsized near the Wonsan naval base on the country’s east coast in
recent years and now appears beached and abandoned, according to NK News analysis of
satellite imagery. NK News analysis of ground-level photos from Wonsan suggests the
capsized vessel is likely a floating restaurant previously moored next to the
Mangyongbong-92, a ferry that once brought passengers from Japan’s Niigata port to
Wonsan. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

e North Korea’s first intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) launch of 2023 wasn't a test; it
was an exercise. With this launch, North Korea’s burgeoning liquid-propellant ICBM force is
transitioning away from testing and evaluation — its focus since 2017 — toward an
operational focus. Much like Pyongyang’s shorter-range missile units, ICBM units under the
Missile General Bureau will carry out exercises. (Ankit Panda, NK Pro)

® KCNA said that the rocket launchers — each loaded with four shots — were aimed at
military air bases in South Korea, claiming that they can carry tactical nuclear weapons. Kim
Yo-jong, North Korean leader Kim Jong-un's sister, again blamed South Korea and the U.S.
for fueling tensions on the peninsula with their plans for combined military exercises. (Jung
Min-ho, The Korea Times)

In South Korea:

® Presidential officials met Monday to discuss the security situation following North Korea's
launch of two short-range ballistic missiles earlier in the day, the presidential office said.
National Security Adviser Kim Sung-han presided over the meeting and was briefed on North
Korea's missile launch and the South Korean military's readiness posture before discussing
the South's response, it said. (Yonhap)

e The chief of the ruling People Power Party (PPP) on Monday warned that calls for South
Korea to consider acquiring its own nuclear weapons will get a boost if North Korea
continues its military provocations. Kim will never let go of nuclear weapons even if millions
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of North Koreans starve to death, Chung said, vowing that the government of President Yoon
Suk Yeol and his party will protect the South Korean people through the strong alliance
between Seoul and Washington. (Yonhap)

South Korea said Monday it has decided to impose additional independent sanctions on
North Korea in response to its latest long-range ballistic missile launch and the firing of two
short-range ballistic missiles. The government is imposing the sanctions on four individuals
and five institutions involved in the secretive regime's nuclear and missile development
programs or helping Pyongyang evade sanctions, according to the foreign ministry. (Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

It seems almost impossible now for South Koreans to revisit the kind of detente they briefly
enjoyed in 2018. The resumption of North Korea’s missile firings this week is the latest
demonstration of how the trust gap between the two bickering neighbors had grown too
wide and deep to fill as they carry on with tit-for-tat shows of force. South Korea, backed by
the US and Japan, slapped new sanctions on the North on Monday, calling for a return to
talks. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

International:

North Korea fired two short-range ballistic missiles toward its eastern waters on Monday in
a widely condemned weapons test — its second in three days — that prompted Tokyo to
request an emergency meeting of the U.N. Security Council. Both South Korea and Japan
condemned recent North Korean launches as threats to international peace and violations of
U.N. Security Council resolutions that ban any ballistic activities by North Korea. Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida told reporters that Tokyo was requesting an emergency
Security Council meeting to respond to recent North Korean launches. An initial Security
Council briefing led by Assistant Secretary-General for political affairs Khaled Khiari was set
for later Monday. The U.S. Indo-Pacific Command said the new launches highlight “the
destabilizing impact” of North Korea’s unlawful weapons programs. It said the U.S.
commitments to the defense of South Korea and Japan “remain ironclad” (Hyung-jin Kim,
Kim Tong-hyung, AP News)

Prepared by Valerie Xu, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https:

web.archive.org/web/20240506072303 /https: //mailchi.mp /e84dc53837f9 /hrnk-news-items-nk-fires-2-srbms-tow

-sea-nk-warns-it-will-use-pacific-as-firing-ran

Tuesday, February 21, 2023
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UN Security Council fails to unite on North Korea; North Korean
nuclear tests pose radiation risk to the region

Top News:
Statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General - on the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (United Nations, 02/19,/2023)

In North Korea:

Are North Korea’s Nuclear Weapons Tests as Safe as the Country Claims? (The New York Times,
02/21/2023)

Fears, questions about N. Korea’s growing nuclear arsenal (AP News, 02/21/2023)

Large construction camp pops up near Pyongvang’s foreign leader guesthouses (NK Pro,
02/21/2023)

North Korean nuclear tests pose radiation risk to the region (UPI, 02/21/2023)

Potential radiation exposure to North Koreans near test site overlooked (The Korea Herald,
02/21/2023)

In South Korea:

Defector lawmaker in hot water over remarks linking North Korea to Jeju massacre (NK News,
02/21/2023)

ROK must consider nukes, lawmakers say after North Korea's latest missile launch (NK News,
02/21/2023)

Suspected spies for North refuse to cooperate (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02/21/2023)

International:

11 countries condemn North Korea’s ICBM launch amid Security Council inaction (NK News,
02/21/2023)

Russia, China block U.N. response to North Korean missile launches (UPI, 02/21/2023)

UN Security Council fails to unite on North Korea (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02/21/2023)

U.S. calls for UNSC action against N. Korean missile tests, again to no avail (Yonhap, 02,/21/2023)

lawmaker calls for incr missil fen in Korean provocation (Yonhap,
02/21/2023)
US urges UN to condemn North Korea; China, Russia blame US (AP News, 02/21/2023)

Top News:

® The Secretary-General strongly condemns the launch of yet another ballistic missile of
intercontinental range by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. (Stéphane Dujarric,

United Nations)

In North Korea:
e North Korea has conducted six underground nuclear tests, and a seventh may be on the way.

Rights groups fear their environmental and health consequences. (Choe Sang-Hun, The New
York Times)
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North Korea claims its nuclear forces are capable of destroying its rivals, and often follows
its provocative weapons tests with launch details. But many foreign experts call the North'’s
claims propaganda and suggest that the country is not yet capable of hitting the United
States or its allies with a nuclear weapon. (Kim Tong-Hyung, Hyung Jin Kim, AP News)

North Korean construction crews have built a large worker camp in recent weeks in an
exclusive area of Pyongyang where two large guesthouses for foreign leaders are located,
according to NK Pro analysis of satellite imagery. (Colin Zwirko, NK Pro)

Nuclear detonations at North Korea's Punggye-ri test site may have exposed hundreds of
thousands of local citizens to high levels of radiation and endangered people in neighboring
countries with contaminated agricultural products, a new report said Tuesday. (Thomas
Maresca, UPI)

Hundreds of thousands of North Korean residents near the Punggye-ri nuclear test site are
living under the possible risk of nuclear radiation exposure, a Seoul-based nongovernmental
organization said in a report Tuesday, and called it a serious human rights question that is
often overshadowed by security concerns. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

In South Korea:

Tae Yong-ho, the former North Korean diplomat who now represents Seoul’s affluent
Gangnam district in parliament, is at the center of controversy after claiming that DPRK
founding leader Kim Il Sung was the instigator behind one of the most violent episodes in
South Korean history. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

High-profile lawmakers argued Monday that South Korea should seriously consider
acquiring nuclear weapons to defend against North Korean military threats, following
Pyongyang’s latest launch of a long-range missile. Chung Jin-suk, head of the conservative
People Power Party’s emergency committee, and fellow PPP lawmaker Tae Young-ho both
implied that Washington’s extended deterrence might not be reliable given Pyongyang’s
efforts to threaten the U.S. homeland with nuclear weapons. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Four South Korean activists arrested earlier this month on charges of inciting sedition on
orders from North Korea are refusing to cooperate with investigators from the state
prosecution service, according to prosecution officials on Tuesday. The four suspects are
accused of establishing an underground organization called the Self-Reliant People’s
Liberation Front in 2016 to foment unrest against the South Korean government and the U.S.
military presence in the South. (Kim Min-Joong, Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

The US. and 10 other countries have condemned North Korea’s “reckless” launch of a
long-range ballistic missile over the weekend, following a U.N. Security Council (UNSC)
meeting that again failed to reach a consensus on Pyongyang’s missile program. (Shreyas
Reddy, NK News)

A U.S.-led call for the U.N. Security Council to take action over North Korea's recent spate of
missile launches, which included an ICBM test over the weekend, was impeded by Russia and
China. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

The UN Security Council meeting in New York on Monday following the most recent North
Korean intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) launch came up empty-handed again with
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the council remaining divided. “We urge all UN member states to join us in condemning the
DPRK's irresponsible behavior,” said Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations. (Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e The United States on Monday called on the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to hold
North Korea to account for its recent missile provocations but to no avail due to opposition
from two veto-wielding members of the council -- China and Russia. (Byun Duk-Kun,
Yonhap)

® The head of the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Armed Services called for
efforts to enhance U.S. missile defense against North Korea's evolving missile threat on
Monday. Rep. Mike Rogers (R-AL) also highlighted the need for stepped up efforts to
accelerate development of the next generation interceptor. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The United States and its allies urged the U.N. Security Council on Monday to condemn
North Korea’s unlawful ballistic missile launches, but China and Russia blamed the U.S. for
escalating tensions with stepped-up military exercises targeting Pyongyang. (Edith Lederer,

AP News)

Prepared by Ava Jane Moorlach, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Wednesday, February 22, 2023

N. Korea may try to pressure US with ICBM, nuclear tests; US,
ROK and Japan conduct missile defense exercise after N. Korea
ICBM test

In North Korea:

Analysis: How North Korea could use a Pacific ‘firing range' to perfect its missiles (Reuters,
2/22/2023)

Fear ion Korea's growing nuclear arsenal (AP News, 2 /22 /2023)

North Korea food crisis looms behind displays of military prowess (BBC, 2/22 /2023)

N Korea calls UN chief’s remarks on missile test ‘unfair’ (AP News, 2,/22/2023)

N. Korea slams Japan for holding annual event on Dokdo (Yonhap, 2/22/2023)

N. Korea slams U.N. chief's 'unfair, unbalanced' stance on its missile launches (Yonhap, 2/22/2023)
North strives for autarky even as food shortages worsen (Korea JoongAng Daily, 2 /22 /2023)

Researchers discover watering hole attack targeting pro-North Korea individuals (NK News,
2/22/2023)

In South Korea:
Gyeonggi gov't offices raided in North remittances probe (Korea JoongAng Daily, 2 /22 /2023)
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North capable of 'normal-angle' ICBM launch: South DIA (Korea JoongAng Daily, 2/22 /2023)

North Korea may try to pressure U.S. with ICBM, nuclear tests - S.Korean lawmakers (Reuters,
2/22/2023)

World Audio Live TV Log In Exclusive: North Korea a ‘clear and present danger. says South Korean
Foreign Minister (CNN, 2/22 /2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Google A&C opens online collection on the DMZ (Korea JoongAng Daily, 2 /22 /2023)
Wang Son-taek] Man risis and mor nsion with NK (The Korea Herald, 2 /22 /2023)

International:
[History Through The Korea Herald] Capture of US spy ship symbolizes US-N. Korea tensions (The
Korea Herald, 2/22 /2023)
Korea, U.S., Japan hold 1st trilateral missile defense drills of 2023 (Korea JoongAng Daily, 2 /22 /2023)
Shinzo Abe’s posthumous memoir sheds light on North Korea diplomacy and Trump (NK News,
2/22/2023)

h Kor n missil fense exercise after N.Korea launches (The Korea Herald,
2/22/2023)
U.S. deserves an A for effort to denuclearize N. Korea but needs to make first concession: U.S.
experts (Yonhap, 2/22/2023)

n ke reciprocal nucleariz Korea: former PM (Yonhap, 2/22 /2023)
US., ROK and Japan conduct missile defense exercise after North Korean ICBM test (NK News,
2/22/2023)
US, South Korea, Japan Hold Joint Drills Amid North Korea Threats (VOA, 2 /22 /2023)

Why it may not matter if North Korea's missiles can survive atmospheric reentry (NK News,
2/22/2023)

In North Korea:

e If North Korea follows through on its threat to turn the Pacific Ocean into a "firing range’, it
would allow the isolated and nuclear-armed state to make technical advances in addition to
signalling its military resolve, analysts said. North Korea launched two short-range ballistic
missiles (SRBMs) on Monday, after firing a massive Hwasong-15 intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM) on Saturday. Like most North Korean tests, those missiles all fell in the Sea of
Japan, which is known as the East Sea in both Koreas. (Josh Smith, Reuters)

e North Korea’s latest missile launches are a demonstration of the country’s avowed ability to
use nuclear force against South Korea and the mainland U.S. How immediate is that threat?
North Korea claims its nuclear forces are capable of destroying its rivals, and often follows
its provocative weapons tests with launch details. But many foreign experts call the North'’s
claims propaganda and suggest that the country is not yet capable of hitting the United
States or its allies with a nuclear weapon. There’s no question that North Korea has nuclear
bombs, and that it has missiles that place the U.S. mainland, South Korea and Japan within
striking distance. What's not yet clear is whether the country has mastered the tricky
engineering required to join the bombs and the missiles. (Tong-hyun Kim, Hyung-jin Kim, AP
News)

e North Korea is experiencing a critical food crisis, experts say. The country is no stranger to
chronic food shortages, but border controls, poor weather and sanctions have worsened the
situation in recent years. Top officials are expected to meet at the end of February to discuss
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a "fundamental change" to agriculture policy, state media has said. This is a "very important
and urgent task" amid "pressing" farming issues, news aggregator KCNA Watch reported. The
news comes as Pyongyang continues its displays of military might. One state newspaper has
likened using foreign aid to "poisoned candy" On Wednesday, Rondong Sinmun wrote that
"imperialists" used aid as a "trap to plunder and subjugate" recipient countries. South Korea's
unification ministry has reportedly also sounded the alarm on the food shortages and asked
the World Food Programme (WFP) for help. (Kelly Ng, BBC)

e North Korea on Wednesday accused U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres of “an
extremely unfair and imbalanced attitude,” as it lambasted him for condemning its recent
missile test but ignoring alleged U.S. hostility against the North. The accusation came as U.S,,
South Korean and Japanese destroyers were holding trilateral anti-missile training near the
Korean Peninsula, a move the North could regard as a provocation. After the North’s
intercontinental ballistic missile test on Saturday, Guterres strongly condemned the launch
and reiterated his call for the North to immediately desist from making any further
provocations. In a statement, Guterres also urged North Korea to resume talks on
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. (Hyung-jin Kim, AP News)

e North Korea's state media on Wednesday slammed Japan for holding an annual event that
renewed its claim on South Korea's easternmost islets of Dokdo, calling the event "an
undisguised agitation for aggression." Dokdo, which lies closer to South Korea in the body of
water between the Korean Peninsula and Japan, has long been a thorn in relations between
Seoul and Tokyo. Since 2006, Japan has held an annual event on Dokdo. (Yonhap)

e North Korea on Wednesday denounced U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres for taking
what it says is an "unfair and unbalanced" stance over its recent missile launches. The
North's foreign ministry issued a statement condemning Guterres for his latest criticism of
the North's launch of an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) over the weekend. "I
express strong protest at the U.N. chief taking an 'unfair and unbalanced' attitude, as he
keeps silent about worrisome military activities by Washington and Seoul, while condemning
the North's legitimate exercise of the right of self-defense as a provocation or threat," Kim
Son-gyong, a vice foreign minister of the country, said in a statement carried by the official
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). (Yonhap)

e Pyongyang’s main state-controlled newspaper on Wednesday urged North Koreans to strive
for “economic independence,” suggesting the regime has little intention of abandoning its
autarkic economic policies despite mounting signs of food insecurity. The Rodong Sinmun, a
daily newspaper controlled by the North’s ruling Workers’ Party, warned that “aid from the
imperialists is a trap that will open the door to looting and subjugation” in an editorial titled,
“Economic independence is the material security of independent state construction”
“Foreign aid is [the imperialists’] way of giving one and taking ten and hundred, it argued.
The editorial also claimed foreign aid is “a bait used to curb and subjugate other countries’
economic development and undermine their economic prestige and interests,” warning that
the aim of foreign aid is to precipitate the collapse of leader Kim Jong-un’s regime. (Michael
Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e A hacking group known to target DPRK watchers compromised a “pro-North Korea” website
late last year to distribute malware to visitors, security researchers say, though it's unclear
whether the attackers have links to Pyongyang. According to a Trend Micro report published
Friday, a group dubbed Earth Kitsune modified the website of an unspecified pro-North
Korean organization to display an error message. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

In South Korea:
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e Prosecutors raided Gyeonggi Provincial Government offices Wednesday as part of their
investigation into alleged cash remittances to North Korea by the Ssangbangwool (SBW)
group. The latest raid is linked to a key figure in the case, Lee Hwa-young, a former
Gyeonggi vice governor, who was arrested in September last year on charges of taking bribes
from underwear maker SBW Group in return for business favors related to inter-Korean
economic projects. The Suwon District Prosecutors' Office began a search and seizure of the
provincial government offices in Suwon and Uijeongbu in Gyeonggi on Wednesday morning
to secure related materials to Lee and his aides, according to legal sources. Wednesday's
raids targeted 10 locations, including the offices of the governor and governor's secretary in
the main headquarters of the provincial government, the office of the vice governor of
economy, which was formerly the office of the vice president of peace, the planning and
coordination office and the peace cooperation bureau, as well as Kintex and Lee's residence.
(Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea possesses full capabilities to launch an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM)
at a "normal angle" and plans to conduct a seventh nuclear test aimed at miniaturizing
warheads, South Korean military intelligence said Wednesday. While North Korea has yet to
launch an ICBM at a normal angle, it has "already obtained all the capabilities to do so and is
adjusting its timeline to put pressure on the United States," People Power Party (PPP) Rep.
Yoo Sang-bum told reporters at the National Assembly after the briefing by the Defense
Intelligence Agency (DIA) to the parliamentary Intelligence Committee. North Korea has thus
far conducted ICBM tests at lofted trajectories, with its long-range missiles landing close by
in the East Sea. But according to the assessment, Pyongyang now has the capabilities to
launch them at a normal angle, which would enable them to fly much further, possibly
putting U.S. mainland in reach. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea could test-fire intercontinental ballistic missiles on a lower, longer trajectory
and conduct its seventh nuclear test this year to perfect its weapons capabilities, South
Korean lawmakers said on Wednesday, citing intelligence officials. North Korea has so far
conducted ICBM tests only on lofted trajectories, but has already secured capabilities to
launch them at a normal angle, enabling them to fly much further, the lawmakers said after a
briefing by Seoul's National Intelligence Service (NIS). (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

e North Korea is a “clear and present danger,” the foreign minister of South Korea has told
CNN in an exclusive interview. Kim Jong Un’s frequent missile tests and repeated warnings
that he would consider using tactical nuclear weapons were a display of aggression and the
only way to counter this was through extended US deterrence, Foreign Minister Park Jin said
on Wednesday. “What North Korea is doing is completely wrong;” Park said. “They have been
escalating nuclear and missile threats, and threatening the peace and stability on the Korean
Peninsula and Northeast Asia” (Paula Hancocks, Brad Lendon, Yoonjung Seo, David Hawley,
Charles Miller, CNN)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e Online cultural hub Google Arts & Culture has added the demilitarized zone dividing South
and North Korea to its collection of digitized art and civilizational artifacts from around the
world. Google Korea and the Ministry of Patriots and Veteran Affairs introduced the “Korea’s
Demilitarized Zone,” or “DMZ” collection at a co-hosted event at the War Memorial of Korea
of Korea on Wednesday. The DMZ is the heavily fortified no-man's land separating North and
South Korea, created at the end of the 1950-53 Korean War. Some 250 kilometers (155 miles)
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long and 4 kilometers wide, the zone is also an ecological treasure trove home to hundreds
of rare plants and animals. (Jae-lim Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e Military tensions on the Korean Peninsula have sharply risen to a dangerous level as North
Korea launched the Hwasong-15 missile, one of the intercontinental ballistic missiles, on Feb.
18. North Korea's launch of long-range ballistic missiles was a severe provocation against
international norms and order, as the UN Security Council’s resolutions on North Korea
prohibit. Kim Yo-jong, the younger sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and deputy
department director of the Workers' Party of Korea, made statements for two consecutive
days, threatening “the Pacific Ocean will be a ballistic missile firing range for the North”
Meanwhile, as the South and the US are scheduled to conduct a massive military exercise in
March, rising military tensions on the Korean Peninsula are an accomplished fact. (Son-taek
Wang, The Korea Herald)

International:

e Deep in the heart of the North Korean capital Pyongyang, moored along the Pothong River
Canal, is a US Navy ship that is featured as an exhibition of the "Victorious War Museum."
The ill-fated vessel is USS Pueblo, the only active ship on the commissioned roster of the
American Navy now held captive by another country. On Jan. 23, 1968, the world’s most
powerful military was dealt an unexpected blow by the hands of a tiny communist state,
when Pyongyang attacked the US Navy intelligence-gathering ship and captured it along
with a crew of over 80. (Min-sik Yoon, The Korea Herald)

e South Korea, the United States and Japan held their first trilateral missile defense exercise of
the year on Wednesday. Seoul’'s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said the exercise took place in
international waters east of South Korea’s Ulleung Island and involved three destroyers
equipped with Aegis combat systems: ROKS Sejong the Great from South Korea, the USS
Barry from the United States and the JS Atago from Japan. The three countries practiced
procedures to detect and track computer-simulated missile targets, as well as share
information. Only the USS Barry practiced intercepting missiles, a South Korean defense
official told reporters on condition of anonymity. In its press release, the JCS said the three
countries “strengthened security cooperation and further shored up their response systems”
through their joint missile defense exercise. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e The assassination of Shinzo Abe last July sent shockwaves throughout Japan, and observers
are still trying to make sense of how the country’s longest-serving prime minister met such a
bloody end. But the world of Japanese political literature moves quickly, and a new
posthumous work plainly titled “Shinzo Abe: A Memoir” hit shelves this month. Currently
available only in Japanese, the bestseller is based on roughly 36 hours of interviews that Abe
completed with three Yomiuri Shimbun journalists, resulting in 440 pages of revelations.
(Oliver Jia, NK News)

e South Korea, the United States and Japan staged a ballistic missile defense exercise on
Wednesday in international waters to enhance military interoperability and readiness
against escalating threats from North Korea, South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said. The
five-hour trilateral drills came days after North Korea fired two short-range ballistic missiles
and one intercontinental ballistic missile, respectively, on Monday and Feb. 18. (Da-gyum Ji,
The Korea Herald)

e The United States is right in pursuing a complete denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula
but needs to consider changing methods to achieve its objective, U.S. experts said Tuesday.
They argued the U.S. could, or should, consider removing sanctions on the impoverished
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North to induce dialogue. "Let me start with U.S. policy objective. I've given that an A minus,"'
Robert Gallucci said in a webinar, titled "A Mid-Term Report Card for Biden's North Korea
Policy." Gallucci, a former U.S. negotiator in denuclearization talks with North Korea, said
there existed an ongoing debate in Washington over whether it would be wise for the U.S. to
give up its objective of completely denuclearizing the Korean Peninsula. (Duk-kun Byun,
Yonhap)

e The United States needs to take steps to assure the security of North Korea simultaneously
with Pyongyang taking steps to denuclearize, former South Korean Prime Minister Lee
Nak-yon said Tuesday. Lee made the assertion based on a premise that survival is more
critical to North Korea than the U.S. or others may believe. "It is not possible to succeed in
denuclearization talks with North Korea without addressing its perception of security threat
and desire for survival,' Lee said at a North Korea policy forum hosted by the George
Washington University Institute for Korean Studies. (Duk-kun Byun, Yonhap)

e The U.S, South Korea and Japan conducted a trilateral missile defense exercise near the
Korean Peninsula on Wednesday, according to the ROK military, days after North Korea fired
a long-range missile toward Japan. According to the South Korean and U.S. military,
Aegis-equipped destroyers ROKS Sejong the Great, USS Barry and JS Atago participated in
the drill off the Korean east coast. “This trilateral cooperation is reflective of our shared
values and resolve against those who challenge regional stability” and “demonstrates the
strength” of ties between the three countries, U.S. Indo-Pacific Command said in a press
release. The exercise came after North Korea fired a Hwasong-15 intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM) and two “tactical nuclear” rockets into the East Sea (Sea of Japan) earlier in
the week, framing them as a response to military threats from the U.S. and South Korea.
(Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e U.S, South Korean, and Japanese warships participated in a ballistic missile defense drill in
the waters east of the Korean Peninsula Wednesday, a relatively rare display of trilateral
defense cooperation that has become more frequent as North Korea becomes more
aggressive. The USS Barry, an Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer, took part in the
joint drill, along with one destroyer each from the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force and
the Republic of Korea Navy, the three countries announced in separate statements. None of
the statements specifically mentioned North Korea, which launched an intercontinental
ballistic missile Saturday and two short-range ballistic missiles Monday. (William Gallo, VOA)

e North Korea’s lofted test launch of a Hwasong-15 intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM)
over the weekend has revived debate about the viability of the country’s reentry vehicle (RV)
designs. For years, outside experts have looked for comfort in the possibility that, despite
Pyongyang’s substantial advances in missile booster technologies, it has yet to master the art
of bringing down what it sends up. (Ankit Panda, NK News)

Prepared by Juntae Rocker, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:
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Trump says US drills 'provoked’' North Korean missile launch;
The Koreas' DMZ: Once a bloodshed scene, now a wildlife
sanctuary

In North Korea:

Back-to-back patriotic February holidays prove exhausting ordeal for North Koreans (Radio Free
Asia, 02/22/2023)

More North Koreans sticking mysterious objects on face masks, state media shows (NK News,
02/23/2023)

N. Korea to hold key party meeting amid severe food shortages (Yonhap, 02,/23/2023)

North capable of 'normal-angle' ICBM launch: South DIA (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02 /23 /2023)
‘Poisoned candy: North Korean state media shuns food aid despite hunger crisis (Guardian,
02/22/2023)

In South Korea:
rth Kor ‘clear and present danger; h Korean Foreign Minister (CNN, 02,/23/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

The Koreas' DMZ: On | h ne, now a wildlife san ry (BBC, 02/23/2023)
International:

After ions, why haven’ rth Korean w: n red in Ukraine? (NK News,
02/23/2023)

N. Korean nuclear, missile programs not helpful to China: state dept. (Yonhap, 02/23/2023)

North Korean media blames U.S., allies for Ukraine war ahead of invasion anniversary (Reuters,
02/23/2023)
Trump says US drills 'provoked’ North Korean missile launch (The Telegraph, 02 /23 /2023)

US, ROK hold tabletop drills on responding to North Korean nuclear attacks (NK News, 02,/23 /2023)

In North Korea:

® North Koreans have come to dread February because of back-to-back patriotic holidays that
require them to attend a seemingly endless stream of propaganda lectures, political events
and commemorative performances in the days leading up to them, sources in the country
tell Radio Free Asia. (Myung Chul Lee, Radio Free Asia)

® As most of the world eases COVID-19 controls, North Koreans appear to be wearing more
masks and have even started sticking mysterious accessories on them in recent weeks,
according to NK News analysis of state media. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korea is expected to hold a key party meeting later this month to solely discuss
agricultural issues amid keen attention to whether it will unveil any practical measures to
address its serious food shortages. (Yonhap)

o North Korea possesses full capabilities to launch an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM)
at a "normal angle" and plans to conduct a seventh nuclear test aimed at miniaturizing
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warheads, South Korean military intelligence said Wednesday. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

® The major North Korean state newspaper Rodong Sinmun has said that relying on external
aid to cope with food shortages would be the same as taking “poisoned candy”, amid a
national crisis and a reported increase in deaths from starvation. (Guardian)

In South Korea:

e North Korea is a “clear and present danger,” the foreign minister of South Korea has told

CNN in an exclusive interview. (Paula Hancocks, Brad Lendon, Yoonjung Seo, David Hawley,
Charles Miller, CNN)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

® What once was the site of bloody armed conflict between the two Koreas has become an
unexpected wildlife sanctuary. (Kelly Ng, BBC)

International:

® When Russia launched its invasion of Ukraine, North Korea was among the first countries to
voice support. The DPRK went on to formally recognize the Russia-backed breakaway
republics of Donetsk and Lugansk, made plans to send workers there and reportedly sold
weapons for the Kremlin’s war effort. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

o North Korea's continued missile provocations and its nuclear development program are not
helpful to any country, including China, a state department spokesperson said Wednesday,
two days after China blocked U.S.-led efforts to condemn Pyongyang's latest ballistic missile
tests. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e North Korean state media marked the first anniversary of Russia's invasion of Ukraine by
blaming the crisis on NATO and calling America's involvement a "trail to self-destruction.’
(Josh Smith, Reuters)

® US drills provoked Kim Jong-un to launch a barrage of missiles, defending the North Korean
leader he described as feeling “threatened”. (Nicola Smith, The Telegraph)

e The U.S. and South Korea held a tabletop exercise at the Pentagon on Wednesday that was
scheduled to practice responses to a North Korean nuclear attack, days after the DPRK
test-fired long-range missile and “tactical nuclear” rockets. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Prepared by Myriam Aribaud, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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N. Korea says it conducted 'strategic cruise missile’ drills this
week, N. Korean hackers stole a record $1.7bn of crypto last year

In North Korea:
Cruise Missile Drill Held in Kim Ch'aek City (North Korea Leadership Watch, 2/23/23)

In letter to quake-hit Syria, N. Korean leader wishes swift recovery work (Yonhap, 2/24 /2023)
North Korean hackers stole a record S1.7bn of crypto last year (The Economist, 2,/23/2023)

N. Korean nuclear, missile programs not helpful to China: state dept. (Yonhap, 2,/23/2023)

North Korean parents will be punished if their children watch foreign media even once (Radio Free
Asia, 2/23/2023)
N. Korea says it conducted 'strategic cruise missile' drills this week (Yonhap, 2/24/2023)

rth Kor it fired cruise missil rivals trained (AP News 2/24/2023)
Understanding Kim Jong Un's Economic Policymaking: Key Findings and Implications (38 North,
2/23/2023)

N. Korea warns continued 'U.S. hostility' will be considered 'declaration of war' (Yonhap, 2/24/2023)

In South Korea:

President, minister send mixed messages on_starvation deaths in North Korea (Hankyoreh,
2/22/2023)

South Korea testing North Korean defectors for possible radiation exposure (The Korea Herald,
2/24/2023)

Seoul offers radiation tests to N Korea defectors as group flags nuclear risks (BBC, 2/24/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Seoul mayor says nuclear armament option should be left open to deal with N. Korea (Yonhap,
2/23/2023)

International:

U.S. aircraft carrier may be deployed to S. Korea for joint drills next month (Yonhap, 2/24/2023)

S. Korea asks US command to remove ‘Sea of Japan’ from trilateral exercise press release (The Korea
Herald, 2/23/2023)

U.S., S. Korea agree to hold additional exercises on nuclear deterrence (Yonhap, 2/23/2023)

Trump defends Kim Jong Un and says dictator ‘feels threatened’ in stunning statement (The
Independent, 2,/23/2023)

US experts give Biden's North Korea policy a failing grade (Hankyoreh, 2/24 /2023)

World leaders condemn North Korea’s latest missile launch (Radio Free Asia, 2/21/2023)

In North Korea:

® A cruise missile element under the Korean People’s Army [KPA] eastern command zone
conducted a cruise missile drill using Hwasal-2 (Arrow-2) cruise missiles. Other KPA artillery
sub-units conducted support and training exercises. The missile drill took place in the early
morning of 23 February (Thursday) in Kim Ch'aek City (So'ngjin), North Hamgyong. The
units involved, according to KCNA, “constitute one of the major forces of the DPRK nuclear
deterrent” (North Korea Leadership Watch)
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e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has sent a letter to his Syrian counterpart hoping the
country makes a speedy recovery from damage wrought by a devastating earthquake that
recently struck the region, Pyongyang's state media said Friday. (Yonhap)

® Despite being unable to feed its people, North Korea has found innovative ways to fund its
missiles programme, including by forging foreign currency, committing insurance fraud and
making and selling arms and narcotics. A more novel revenue stream is stolen
cryptocurrency. Last year its hackers pinched a record $1.7bn. (The Economist)

e North Korea's continued missile provocations and its nuclear development program are not
helpful to any country, including China, a state department spokesperson said Wednesday,
two days after China blocked U.S.-led efforts to condemn Pyongyang's latest ballistic missile
tests. (Duk-kun Byun, Yonhap)

e North Korea has threatened to punish parents if their children are caught watching foreign
media, suggestive dancing or talking like a South Korean, even if it is their child’s first
offense. (Hyemin Son, Radio Free Asia)

e North Korea has conducted "strategic cruise missile" launching drills, with the "war posture"
of the country's nuclear combat forces clearly demonstrated, its state media said Friday, as
South Korea and the United States held joint military exercises this week. (Yun-hwan Chae,
Yonhap)

e North Korea said Friday it test-fired long-range cruise missiles off its eastern coast a day
earlier, adding to a provocative streak in weapons demonstrations as its rivals step up
military training. The launches, were intended to verify the reliability of the missiles and the
rapid-response capabilities of the unit that operates those weapons, North Korean state
media said. (Tong-Hyung Kim, AP News)

e All good things must come to an end, they say, and this is a chance, at the end of the project
“Understanding Kim Jong Un’s Economic Policymaking,” to review what we tried to do, what
we may have accomplished and the tremendous amount of work that remains to be done.
(Robert Carlin, Rachel Minyoung Lee, 38 North)

® A North Korean foreign ministry official on Friday warned that Pyongyang will regard what it
claims to be "hostile practices" from the United States as a "declaration of war" against the
reclusive country. (Wonju Yi, Yonhap)

In South Korea:

® South Korea’s Ministry of Unification and presidential office have muddied the water by
offering contradictory assessments of the North Korean food supply. A few days after
briefing the National Assembly that there aren’'t many reports of starvation in the North, the
ministry retracted its initial assessment following an announcement by the presidential
office that there have been multiple reports of people starving to death there. (Je-hun Lee,
Hankyoreh)

e The South Korean government said Friday it would resume radiation testing for defectors
from near North Korea’s nuclear test site in Punggye-ri to check for possible exposure. (Arin
Kim, The Korea Herald)

® South Korea will offer radiation testing to 881 North Korean defectors after concerns were
raised about their exposure to the North's nuclear tests. It comes after a research report
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warned that residents around Punggye-ri, the main nuclear testing site, could be exposed to
radioactive leaks in water. (Kelly Ng, Jean Mackenzie, BBC)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Seoul Mayor Oh Se-hoon said Thursday that South Korea should leave open the option of
nuclear armament in the face of a nuclear North Korea, noting that the war in Ukraine has
provided the lesson that peace without power is fiction. (Yonhap)

International:

South Korea and the United States are in consultation over the possible deployment of a U.S.
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier to Korea for allied drills next month, an informed source
said Friday. (Yonhap)

South Korea has asked the US Indo-Pacific Command to revise the US military’s reference to
international waters between Japan and South Korea from the “Sea of Japan” to a neutral
description, South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff confirmed Thursday. (Da-gyum Ji, The Korea
Herald)

South Korea and the United States have agreed to hold additional tabletop exercises (TTXs)
in the near future to enhance their joint deterrence against North Korean nuclear threats,
the U.S. Department of Defense said Thursday. (Duk-kun Byun, Yonhap)

Former president Donald Trump defended North Korean leader Kim Jon-un as the
communist nation fired a long-range missile. Despite criticizing North Korea in the early
part of Mr. Trump’s presidency, Mr. Trump and Kim Jong-un eventually met, first in
Singapore in 2019 and then again later, when Mr. Trump became the first president to set
foot inside the country. But the summit did not lead to North Korea disarming itself. Mr.
Trump later said that the two exchanged letters and they “fell in love” (Eric Garcia, The
Independent)

North Korea experts in the US are urging the Biden administration to come up with a more
proactive and serious policy to deal with Pyongyang. In their view, Biden’s North Korea
policy over the past two years, which has focused mainly on pressure and sanctions, has
been ineffective. (Hankyoreh)

The leaders of the G-7 have joined the condemnation of North Korea’s weekend missile
launch, calling the test a “reckless” threat to peace, as experts said Pyongyang is verging on
the ability to launch missiles that can strike the continental United States without “re-entry”
issues. (Radio Free Asia)

Prepared by Kathy Yu, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:
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Saturday, February 25, 2023

US nuclear-powered submarine arrives in Busan; NK slams

US-ROK visit to submarine base as ‘nuclear war demonstration’

In North Korea:
Cybersecurity researchers link new payload to North Korea's Lazarus Group (NK Pro, 02/24 /2023)

Fewer North Korean women dying due to complications of pregnancy: UN report (NK News,
02/24,/2023)

How

rth Korean firm nd the rul rake in h from mark ivity (NK Pro,

02/24/2023)

North Korea blames ‘evil’ US for Ukraine war, one year after Russia’s invasion (NK News, 02/24/2023)
N. Korea food shortage worsens amid COVID, but no famine yet (AP News, 02/25/2023)

North Korea says it conducted ‘nuclear counterattack’ cruise missile test (NK News, 02/24 /2023)

North Korea slams US-ROK visit to submarine base as ‘nuclear war demonstration’ (NK News,

02/24,/2023)
Prison for North Korean parents who let their children watch Hollywood films (The Telegraph,

02,/24,/2023)

International:

The End of China’s Zero-COVID Policy and Takeaways for North Korea (38 North, 02/24 /2023)
U.S. nuclear-powered submarine arrives in Busan (Yonhap, 02/25/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea’s most notorious hacking syndicate may be abusing a new security backdoor as

it bolsters its “vast arsenal” of malware, according to security researchers, as the Lazarus
Group targets victims in South Korea and other countries. The payload, dubbed
WinorDLL64, enables the hackers to acquire extensive system information, manipulate and
delete files and execute additional commands, Slovak security firm ESET said in a report
released Thursday. (Shreyas Reddy, NK Pro)

North Korea’s maternal mortality rate dropped by 43% from 2000 to 2020, according to a
new U.N. report released Thursday, a development that follows years of international efforts
to assist pregnant women in the country. The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates
that 107 North Korean women died per 100,000 births in 2020, declining from 186 deaths per
100,000 births two decades earlier. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

North Korea is not a market economy, but it does play host to a capitalist system all the
same, with many different types of market-oriented state firms. Some of these firms and
their operations are legal and preapproved, and their output is sold at near-market prices
within bounds set by the state. The “law on opposing special unitization and sectionalism”
(915573}, 29520 Y) passed in July 2021 appears in a new trove of North Korean
legislation recently released by South Korea's National Intelligence Service, and it shines
light on a wide range of activities that the state is trying to curtail. (Peter Ward, NK Pro)
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North Korea issued a statement branding the U.S. as an “evil empire” responsible for the war
in Ukraine and repeating its support for Russia on Thursday, the eve of the first anniversary
of Moscow’s invasion. “The hegemonic policy pursued by the U.S. and the West ... compelled
Russia to start preemptive military actions to fundamentally remove the external military
threats to it, international affairs critic Kim Yu Chol said in a commentary published by the
official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) on Thursday. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)
Unconfirmed reports say an unspecified number of North Koreans have been dying of
hunger. But experts say there is no sign of mass deaths or famine. They say the upcoming
ruling Workers’ Party meeting is likely intended to shore up support for North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un as he pushes ahead with his nuclear weapons program in defiance of intense
U.S.-led pressure and sanctions. (Hyung-Jin Kim, AP News)

North Korea launched four “Hwasal-2 strategic cruise missiles” on Thursday from the
country’s east coast as part of “fatal nuclear counterattack” drills on “the hostile forces,’
according to state media. South Korean and Japanese military authorities did not announce
detection of the test prior to North Korea’s disclosure via state media, something that has
occurred numerous times in the past, and it's unclear whether they had detected it. Later
Friday morning, South Korea’s defense ministry released a statement saying they disagreed
with North Korea’s claims, without specifying which claims. The ministry also did not clarify
whether or not it was able to detect the launch in real time. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

North Korea denounced a joint U.S.-ROK visit to a nuclear submarine training facility this
week as a “nuclear war demonstration against the DPRK” labeling the allies’ “hostile” military
drills as comparable to a “declaration of war” The foreign ministry statement released Friday
came hours after the allies revealed details of bilateral tabletop exercises on responding to
North Korean nuclear use scenarios and the submarine base visit to reaffirm Washington’s
commitment to extended deterrence. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Parents who let their children watch Hollywood blockbusters will be sent to prison camps,
North Korea has announced. Pyongyang is intensifying its efforts to eradicate foreign films
and television programmes with parents told that they will be punished if their children are
caught watching illicit overseas movies just once. Previously, parents could escape with a
stern warning if their children were found in possession of media smuggled into the North

from overseas. (Julian Ryall, The Telegraph)

International:

On December 7, 2022, the Chinese government provided 10 new guidelines for relaxing its
zero-COVID policy. These sudden policy changes, which were meant for a transition back to
normalcy, have resulted in a sharp increase in COVID-19 cases. As a nation directly bordering
China to the east, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK or North Korea) is well
aware of the threat this upsurge poses to its national health security. While it remains to be
seen whether North Korea will follow China’s lead in further relaxing its coronavirus
restrictions, Pyongyang should be taking measures now—such as increasing vaccination
rates, improving intensive care units (ICU) capabilities and personnel, and strengthening
testing capacity—to avoid the pitfalls Beijing encountered in its attempt to transition to life
after COVID-19. (Samuel S. Han, Woori Lee, Heeje Lee, 38 North)

A U.S. nuclear-powered submarine has arrived in South Korea for a scheduled visit, the U.S.
Pacific Fleet said Saturday, in an apparent show of force and a warning to North Korea
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against provocations. The 6,000-ton Los Angeles-class fast attack submarine USS
Springfield docked at the naval base in the southern port city of Busan for a "scheduled port
visit," it said in a social media post, without revealing the timing of the arrival. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Valerie Xu, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, February 26, 2023

N. Korean leader attends groundbreaking ceremony for new
street in Pyongyang

In North Korea:
Kim Jong Un an hter in rate new str nstruction project in Pyongyang (NK News,
02/26/2023)

N. Korean leader attends groundbreaking ceremony for new street in Pyongyang (Yonhap,
02/26,/2023)

International:
North not backing down ahead of South-U.S. joint military exercises (The Korea JoongAng Daily,
02/26,/2023)

In North Korea:

e Kim Jong Un and his “beloved” daughter attended the groundbreaking ceremony for the
construction of a new street in Pyongyang on Saturday, according to state media, the first
time the leader’s increasingly prominent daughter has appeared at such an event. (Shreyas
Reddy, NK News)

e Kim attended the ceremony in Pyongyang's Sopho area Saturday, which is part of an
ambitious project to build 4,100 homes in the capital city's northern area, the official Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA) said. The project is different from another one for the
construction of 10,000 new homes in Pyongyang's Hwasong district. Kim's daughter, Ju-ae,
also attended the ceremony, the KCNA said. It did not mention her by name but called her
Kim's "beloved daughter."(Yonhap)

International:

e Tensions with North Korea are rising as South Korea and the United States gear up for a
10-day joint military exercise scheduled to kick off on March 13. North Korea continued its
verbal assault on the joint military exercise over the weekend, especially as the nuclear
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power submarine USS Springfield arrived at the Busan Naval Base. On Sunday, Arirang
Meari, one of the regime's mouthpieces, claimed that the joint military exercises are
“dangerous” provocations made with the goal of preparing for an invasion. (Lee Ho-Jeong,
The Korea JoongAng Daily)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:
h h :

Monday, February 27, 2023

N. Korea opens key party meeting on agriculture amid food crisis, N. Korea
overhauls laws on drug use, private wealth & rape

In North Korea:
Kor ns k meeting on agriculture amid fi risis (Yonhap News, 02/27/2023)

North Korea overhauls laws on drug use, private wealth and rap (NK News 02 / 27/ 2023)

(Yonhap News, 02/ 27/ 2023)

International:
lumn] A in he ‘global pi ' (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02 /26 /2023)

U.S. asks to buy ammo as Zelensky hopes for Korean aid (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02/27/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea has convened a key party meeting to discuss agricultural issues, with its leader
Kim Jong-un in attendance, Pyongyang's state media said Monday, as the country is
grappling with severe food shortages. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap News)

e South Korea’s National Intelligence Service (NIS) recently released an updated version of
North Korea’s criminal law, and the text reveals important changes in the country during the
last six years under Kim Jong Un. (Martin Weiser, NK News)

e Seoul's point man on North Korea said Monday it is "too early" to determine whether North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un's recently revealed daughter, Ju-ae, is the country's heir
apparent despite her recent high-profile public appearances. (Yonhap News)

International:

e To tackle a plethora of urgent issues, including missile launches by North Korea, Foreign
Minister Park Jin visited the United States in early February. But his destination was not
Washington. It was New York, where the United Nations is headquartered. Park went to the
city to help South Korea become a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council

again. (Nam Jeong-ho, Korea JoongAng Daily)
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e The United States has asked to purchase more artillery ammunition from Korea, local
sources said, as Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky expressed hope that Korea will
send military support against the ongoing Russian invasion of his country. (Lim Sun-Young,

Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Tuesday, February 28, 2023

Moon officials indicted for forced repatriation of North Korean
fishermen; Size of N. Korea's rice paddies down 0.8 pct in 2022

In North Korea:

Kim Jong Un: North Korea n ‘radical change' f r ion
Kim Jong Un says ‘next few vears’ crucial to solving North Korea’s food problems (NK News,
02,/28,/2023)
North Korea'’s Kim calls for unity to boost grain production (AP News, 02/28/2023)

Korean 1 r calls for 'r 1 change' in agricultural ithin f rs (Yonhap,
02,/28,/2023)

Size of N, Korea's rice paddies down 0.8 pct in 2022 (Yonhap, 02/28 /2023)

In South Korea:

Moon officials indicted for forced repatriation of North Korean fishermen (Korea JoongAng Daily,
02/28/2023)

ision (Yonhap,

International:

Allies plan expanded exercise for ‘extended deterrence (Korea JoongAng Daily, 02,/28 /2023)

Japan says it won't rule out sending aid to North Korea if it returns abductees (NK News,
02/28,/2023)

N. Korea remains on U.S. shortlist of 'state sponsors of terrorism' in 2021: report (Yonhap,
02,/28,/2023)

S. Korea, U.S. making 'practical’ progress in strengthening U.S. extended deterrence: Amb. Cho
(Yonhap, 02 /28 /2023)

U.S. has no hostile intent but N. Korea continues to provoke: state dept. (Yonhap, 02/28/2023)
US lists North Korea as state sponsor of terrorism for fifth straight year (NK News, 02,/28 /2023)
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World Food Program seeks to triple funding for food assistance in North Korea (NK News,
02/28,/2023)

In North Korea:

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un called for a "radical change in the agricultural production”
of his isolated country amid food shortages that outside experts say are worsening, state
media reported Tuesday. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

Leadership discusses need for ‘fundamental change’ in farming and state economic plans on
second day of ongoing plenum. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

North Korean ruler Kim Jong Un called for stronger public solidarity behind his leadership to
increase the country’s grain production significantly, state media reported Tuesday, amid
outside worries about the country’s worsened food insecurity. (Hyung-Jin Kim, AP News)

The North's leader stressed the need to find ways for "stable and sustained development of
agriculture" during the plenary meeting of the central committee of the ruling Workers'
Party of Korea (WPK) held the previous day, according to the Korean Central News Agency
(KCNA). (Yonhap)

The North's rice paddies totaled 539,569 hectares, slightly larger than the size of the U.S.
state of Delaware, in 2022, compared with 544,006 hectares posted in 2021, according to
Statistics Korea. (Kang Yoon-seung, Yonhap)

In South Korea:

Top secretaries of President Moon Jae-in, including his head of national intelligence, were
indicted Tuesday on charges connected to the forced repatriation of two would-be North
Korean defectors in 2019.  Seoul Central District Court said it indicted former National
Security Director and later Foreign Minister Chung Eui-yong, former National Intelligence
Service (NIS) Director Suh Hoon, and Moon’s Chief of Staff Noh Young-min, as well as former
Unification Minister Kim Yeon-chul, on abusing their authority under the National
Intelligence Service Act. (Lee Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Consisting of 34 experts, the Unification Future Planning Committee will be tasked with
helping the development of Seoul's unification policy and building related consensus at
home and abroad, according to the ministry.The ministry has announced a plan to draw up a
new policy blueprint for unification, tentatively named the "New Future Initiative on
Unification," within the year to pave the groundwork for a peaceful unification based on
freedom and democratic values. (Yonhap)

The establishment of Separated Families Day came as the National Assembly on Monday
approved a revised bill aimed at promoting inter-Korean exchanges over separated families,
according to the ministry in charge of affairs related to the two Koreas. The date was
selected by reflecting separated families' wishes, as many of them voiced hope to reunite
with their kin in the North on Aug. 13 on the lunar calendar, a day before the start of the
annual Chuseok fall harvest holiday. (Yonhap)

International:

Korea's ambassador to the U.S. said South Korea and the United States are currently working
on a joint tabletop exercise (TTX) that goes beyond military maneuvers to embrace
diplomacy, information and economics. The expanded exercise reflects the alliance’s move
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toward “extended deterrence” against threats from North Korea. (Kim Hyoung-Gu. Lee
Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e Japan will not rule out the possibility of dispatching aid to North Korea if it leads to progress
on the abduction issue, a top government spokesperson said Monday, as Tokyo faces
mounting pressure from families of Japanese nationals kidnapped by North Korean agents
decades ago.“We have constantly considered all options and will continue to consider them”
to resolve the abduction issue, Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno said in response
to a reporter's question about aid transfers to the DPRK. Matsuno also serves as Tokyo’s
point man on abduction issues. (Kosuke Takahashi, NK News)

e North Korea was one of three countries to be place on the list, according to the 2021
Country Reports on Terrorism. The other two were Iran and Syria."On November 20, 2017,
the secretary of state designated the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) as a
State Sponsor of Terrorism,' said the report released by the state department, referring to
North Korea by its official name. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e Cho also said the allies will hold additional joint exercises to further strengthen the extended
deterrence. Extended deterrence refers to U.S. commitment to the defense of South Korea,
using the full range of its military capabilities, including nuclear weapons. (Byun Duk-kun,
Yonhap)

e The remarks come after the North cited what it claimed to be U.S. hostility toward the
country, while warning that U.S. provocations against the North will be considered a
"declaration of war!"'It is the DPRK that time and again at an unprecedented rate has engaged
in provocations, including multiple tests of ICBM (intercontinental ballistic missile) systems,
other ballistic missiles and other provocative activities that have posed a threat to peace and
security in the Indo-Pacific and, in some ways, even well beyond," State Department Press
Secretary Ned Price told a daily press briefing. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e State Department cites abductions of Japanese and assassinations on foreign soil as evidence
of DPRK link to terrorism. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e UN organization says it will need $42M for DPRK programs in first half, a sign of preparations
for eventual reopening. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern
Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:
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3. MARCH
Wednesday, March 1, 2023

Former ROK cabinet officials indicted over NK forced
repatriation; UN special envoy voices concern about N. Korean
detained in China

In North Korea:
Images of plump. well-dressed daughter of Kim Jong Un arouse secret resentment (Radio Free Asia,
02/28,/2023)

reaking of ‘0 Apartmen mplex (North Korea Leadership Watch,
02/28,/2023)

In South Korea:

Amendment bill not enough to protect NK defectors from repatriation: NGOs (The Korea Herald,
02,/28,/2023)

Former ROK cabinet officials indicted over forced repatriation of North Koreans (NK News,
03,/01,/2023)

Yoon, calling Japan a partner, offers new vision to reboot sour relations (The Korea Herald,
03,/01/2023)

International:

Human rights in North Korea to stay on UN Security Council radar (Reuters, 03/01/2023)
UN special envoy voices concern about North Korean detained in China (NK News, 03/01/2023)

U.S. imposes sanctions on 3 entities, 2 individuals generating illicit revenue for N. Korea (Yonhap,
03,/01/2023)
U.S., S. Korea agree on need to strengthen extended deterrence: Pentagon (Yonhap, 03,/01/2023)

In North Korea:

e The officially titled “Beloved Child” of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un wore a fur-collared
long coat with golden buttons, festooned with a golden brooch and high-quality leather
gloves. Experts speculate that the recent introduction of Kim Ju Ae, believed to be 9 years
old, is either an part of a propaganda effort to soften her father’s image by portraying him as
a family man, or that she is being positioned to one day rule after her father. (Hyemin Son,
Seung Wook Hong, Radio Free Asia)

e Kim Jong Un (Kim Cho'ng-u'n) attended a groundbreaking ceremony for construction of an
apartment complex in Sop'o neighborhood in Pyongyang on 25 February (Saturday). Also in
attendance was his daughter, Kim Ju Ae (Kim Chu-ae), DPRK Premier Kim Tok Hun (Kim
Tok-hun), WPK Secretary for Organizational Affairs Jo Yong Won (Cho Yo'ng-wo'n), WPK
Secretary for Propaganda and Agitation (Publicity and Information) Ri Il Hwan (Ri IlI-hwan),
WPK Secretary for Economic Affairs Jon Hyon Chol (Chon Hyon-ch'ol), DPRK Vice Premier
Pak Hun and WPK Workers’ and Social Organizations Department Director Ri Tu Song (Ri
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Tu-so'ng). This was Kim Ju Ae’s first observed, publicized event that was not directly linked
to military affairs or the DPRK defense industry. (North Korea Leadership Watch)

In South Korea:

e A South Korean Unification Ministry amendment bill on the protection of North Korean
defectors does not adequately guarantee their protection from forcible repatriation, a group
of human rights organizations has said. The group, comprised of eight nongovernmental
organizations from South Korea, Canada, the United States and the United Kingdom sent a
joint letter to President Yoon Suk Yeol on Monday has pointed out that the proposed revision
gives too much discretion to the unification minister, who is appointed by the president and
therefore cannot be seen as politically independent. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e Prosecutors indicted South Korea’s former foreign and unification ministers along with
officials from the Moon Jae-in administration on Tuesday, alleging that they mishandled a
2019 case that involved the forced repatriation of two North Korean fishermen. Former
national security adviser and foreign minister Chung Eui-yong, unification minister Kim
Yeon-chul, presidential chief of staff Noh Young-min and National Intelligence Service (NIS)
chief Suh Hoon have been charged with “violating the National Intelligence Service Act
because of abuse of power, the People Power Party (PPP) announced in a statement on
Tuesday, confirming reports citing the prosecutor’s office. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e South Korea needs Japan on its side as a partner to elevate its own global status, President
Yoon Suk Yeol said Wednesday, as he looked to move beyond the constraints of their
historical disputes dating to Tokyo’s 1910-45 rule of the Korean Peninsula. (Choi Si-young,
The Korea Herald)

International:

e The issue of human rights in North Korea will stay on the U.N. Security Council agenda at
the request of the United States and Albania after they submitted a note on Tuesday with the
support of 59 other nations and the European Union. Due to council procedure, the agenda
item would stay on the list for another year. (Michelle Nichols, Reuters)

e The UN. special envoy for North Korean human rights sent a letter to Beijing last year
seeking information about the well-being of a DPRK citizen detained in China, amid
concerns about the arrest and forced repatriation of defectors in the country. In the letter
sent on Dec. 28 and uploaded on the U.N. human rights office website last week, special
rapporteur Elizabeth Salmon inquires about the health of a North Korean who she says was
arrested “at an acquaintance’s house” in June 2021. “I am concerned about the information
that [her] health condition is deteriorating,” Salmon writes. “I am concerned that she is
facing the risk of forcible repatriation in violation of the principle of non-refoulment” The
letter marks the first time that the U.N. has publicly released correspondence from the
special rapporteur after Salmon’s appointment last summer. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e The United States imposed sanctions on three companies and two individuals illicitly
generating revenue for North Korea's weapons development programs. The U.S. Department
of Treasury said the three companies include Chilsong Trading Corporation, which is
subordinate to the government of North Korea, and Korea Paekho Trading Corporation,
subordinate to North Korea's Ministry of Defence. The treasury department also designated
Hwang Kil-su and Pak Hwa-song, along with their business Congo Aconde SARL, which they
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established in Congo to generate revenue from construction and statue-building projects
with local governments. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The United States and South Korea agree on the need to further strengthen U.S. extended
deterrence, a U.S. defense department spokesperson said Tuesday, also reaffirming U.S.
commitment to deploying strategic assets to South Korea on a rotational basis. (Byun
Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Yoshino Yamauchi, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Thursday, March 2, 2023

Kim Jong Un calls for stronger party control to solve nation’s
food problems; U.S. applauds Yoon’s overture to Japan after
speech

In North Korea:
North Korea Launches Four “Hwasal-2" LACMs to Show Strong Deterrence and Rapid Response (38
North, 03,/01/2023)

Korean 1 r calls for ining grain pr ion 1 amid reports of severe fi hor
(Yonhap, 03/02/2023)
Political Bureau Meeting Held (North Korea Leadership Watch, 03/02/2023)
Central Committee Plenum Holds Break-out Sessions (North Korea Leadership Watch, 03/02/2023)

What's going on with North Korea’s agriculture? (North Korean Economy Watch, 03/02/2023)

North Korea's Kim demands more farmland to boost food production (Reuters, 03/02,/2023)

N. Korea wants more control over farming amid food shortage (AP News, 03/02/2023)

Kim Jong Un calls for stronger party control to solve nation’s food problems (NK News, 03/02/2023)

In South Korea:
S. Korean minister urges N. Korea to respond to offer of talks on separated families (Yonhap,
03/02/2023)

International:
lawmakers reintr ill on ending Korean War, improving relation ween Kor
(Yonhap, 03/02/2023)
U.S. applauds Yoon'’s overture to Japan after speech (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03/02/2023)
JCS chief stresses allies' readiness to hit enemy facilities (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /02 /2023)
U.S. hits North Korea with new sanctions targeting missile program (UPI, 03,/02/2023)
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(NK Neuws,

03,/02/2023)
US unveils new sanctions targeting North Korean activities in Africa (NK News, 03/02,/2023)

In North Korea:

e On February 24, North Korean press reported on a “strategic cruise missile launching drill”
the previous day involving “four ‘Hwasal-2’ strategic cruise missiles” This is the first time
North Korea has provided a name for the land-attack cruise missile (LACM) system. North
Korea has now reported a total of 12 LACM launches: four of the presumed Hwasal-1 and
eight of the Hwasal-2, which apparently has an updated propulsion system and longer range.
(Vann H. Van Diepen, 38 North)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has called on all farms across the country to focus on
stepping up their grain production and meeting their goals for this year "without fail,'
wrapping up a four-day session of a key party meeting, Pyongyang's state media said
Thursday. (Yi Wonju, Yonhap)

e The Workers’ Party of Korea [WPK] 8th Central Committee Political Bureau held its 14th
meeting in Pyongyang on 1 March (Wednesday). In attendance were Presidium, Members
and alternate (candidate) members of the Political Bureau. Two members of the
Presidium-Choe Ryong Hae (Ch'oe Ryong-hae) and Ri Pyong Chol (Ri Pyo'ng-ch'o’l) did not
attend. (North Korea Leadership Watch)

e The 7th plenum of the 8th Workers’ Party of Korea [WPK] Central Committee held sideline
consultative policy meetings on 28 February (Tuesday). “Sectional study and consultative
meetings to frame scientific, realistic and dynamic measures for further accelerating the
implementation of the Party’s rural development strategy and economic policy” on the
Central Committee meeting’s third day held “amid the growing confidence in the sure
victory and courage of all the participants who received guidelines for the implementation of
the program for rural revolution and the national economic development in the new era’
(North Korea Leadership Watch)

e As the South Korean government has said, this week’s meeting in Pyongyang on the food
situation is as close to an open admission either of serious food shortages already prevailing,
or that the regime forecasts that things will get worse. But what do we really know? In this
post, I look at two main indicators: reports and testimonies from inside North Korea
reported by the defector-run news outlet Daily NK, and market prices, primarily of corn and
rice. (Benjamin Katzeff Silberstein, North Korean Economy Watch)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un ordered improvements to infrastructure and expansion of
farmland to ramp up food production, state media said on Thursday, amid warnings of an
impending food crisis. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un vowed to strengthen state control over agriculture and
take a spate of other steps to increase grain production, state media reported Thursday. But
experts say it won't effectively address a worsening food shortage. (Hyung-Jin Kim, Kim
Tong-Hyung, AP News)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un ordered farming and economic officials to solve food
supply issues with “science,’ better equipment and stronger party control of the sector,
according to state media Thursday, as party officials concluded a four-day plenum the
previous day. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

In South Korea:
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e South Korea's unification minister called Thursday on North Korea to respond positively to
Seoul's dialogue offer on reunions of families separated by the 1950-53 Korean War. (Yonhap)

International:

e Agroup of U.S. lawmakers on Wednesday reintroduced a bill calling for U.S. efforts to declare
a formal end to the Korean War and improve relations with North Korea. (Byun Duk-kun,
Yonhap)

e The United States strongly supports President Yoon Suk Yeol's vision for a cooperative
partnership between South Korea and Japan, the U.S. State Department said Wednesday, and
"applauds” efforts by the two countries to improve relations. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

e Seoul's Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) Chairman Gen. Kim Seung-kyum encouraged the South
Korean and U.S. militaries to maintain their readiness to “strike the enemy's critical facilities
without fail” during an inspection of the allies’ ongoing combined special operations
exercise, the JCS said Thursday. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e The United States slapped new sanctions on three entities and two individuals for "illicitly
generating revenue" that the North Korean regime uses to develop its weapons programs,
the Treasury announced. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

e South Korea’s top military official visited the site of an ongoing U.S.-ROK special operations
drill and asked that participating soldiers demonstrate the capability to conduct precision
strikes against North Korea’s “key facilities without fail,” according to the Joint Chiefs of Staff
(JCS) on Thursday. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e The U.S. has announced new sanctions against multiple North Korean individuals and
companies for “illicitly” raising money for Pyongyang’s weapons programs, including two
DPRK citizens previously accused of laundering money through the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) and an art studio operating in Africa. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Prepared by Joseph Choi, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web/20240509042748 /https: //mailchi.mp/0fa61a033b5b /hrnk-news-items-kim-jong-un-calls-for
-stronger-party-control-to-solve-nations-food-problems-us-applauds-yvoons-overture-to-japan-after-speech

Friday, March 3, 2023
US, ROK to hold large-scale drills this month against North

Korean threats
In North Korea:

N. Korea's youth mobilization project seems meant for tighter state control: ministry (Yonhap News,
03/03/2023)

Starving North Korean parents increasingly abandoning children at orphanages (Radio Free Asia,
03,/02/2023)
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In South Korea:

Seoul to screen North Korean defectors for radiation from past nuclear tests (NK News,
03/03/2023)

Secretary Austin vows continued efforts to counter North Korean provocation (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 03/03/2023)

Unification ministry urges lawmakers' cooperation in implementing N.K. human rights law (Yonhap
News, 03/03,/2023)

International:

Fr m_Shiel i -Kor xercise in r rt on 13th (Korea JoongAng Daily,
03/03/2023)

New US cyber strategy warns North Korea hackers are becoming more aggressive (NK News,
03/03/2023)

Residents of n seek compensation from N Korea for (AP News, 03/03,/2023)

US. South Korea announce largest field exercises in 5 years (AP News, 03/03/2023)

US strategic bomber joins air drills with ROK in show of force to North Korea (NK News,
03,/03,/2023)

US, ROK to hold large-scale drills this month against North Korean threats (NK News, 03/03/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea appears to be mobilizing the youth for a new housing project in a bid to tighten
state control over the younger generation and elicit their loyalty to leader Kim Jong-un,
Seoul's unification ministry said Friday. (Yonhap)

e North Korean orphanages are growing as starving parents drop off their children in the
middle of the night in hopes that the kids, at least, will be able to eat, sources in the country
told Radio Free Asia. (Hyemin Son, Radio Free Asia)

In South Korea:

e South Korea will conduct a full-scale study this year on the possibility of radiation leaks from
North Korea’s underground nuclear test site and test hundreds of defectors for signs of
medical issues from radiation exposure, the unification ministry announced. (Ifang Bremer,
NK News)

e The United States will continue to counter threats posed by North Korea through close
cooperation with its allies, Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said Thursday. (Korea JoongAng
Daily)

e South Korea's unification ministry called Friday on the National Assembly to step up efforts
in improving North Korea's human rights situation and setting up a related foundation that
has been delayed for years. (Yonhap)

International:

e South Korea and the United States will commence their biggest combined military exercise
in five years later this month, bringing back large-scale live field training suspended during
the Moon Jae-in administration. (Lee Sung-Eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korean hackers are more sophisticated and aggressive than ever before and pose
significant threats to critical services and businesses worldwide, according to a new U.S.
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cyber strategy released Thursday, calling for the “use all tools of national power” and
multilateral cooperation to defend against cyber threats. (Arius Durr, NK News)

e A group of residents of Japan who say they suffered decades of human rights abuses in North
Korea after being lured there by false promises of a “Paradise on Earth” asked a Japanese
appeals court on Friday to rule that the North should pay them compensation. (Mari
Yamaguchi, AP News)

e The South Korean and U.S. militaries announced Friday they will hold their biggest joint field
exercises in five years later this month, as the U.S. flew a long-range B-1B bomber to the
Korean Peninsula in a show of force against North Korea. (Hyung Jin-Kim, AP News)

e U.S. and South Korean forces conducted a joint air exercise with an American B-1B strategic
bomber on Friday, in a show of Washington’s commitment to extended deterrence against
North Korea, according to Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e The U.S. and South Korean militaries will hold a large-scale exercise for 11 days this month to
practice responses to North Korean and other threats, the allies announced Friday.
(Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Saturday, March 4, 2023

N. Korea renews vow to bolster nuclear arsenal; S. Korea to
develop capabilities to destroy N. Korean missiles before liftoff

In North Korea:
N. Korea renews vow to bolster nuclear arsenal (Yonhap, 03/04,/2023)
inph h Shipyard: igns of Launch or Missile Test Preparations (38 North, 03/03/2023)

In South Korea:

S. Korea to develop capabilities to destroy N. Korean missiles before liftoff (The Korea Herald,
03,/03,/2023)
International:

S. Korea, US to revive large-scale field training exercises after 5-vear hiatus (The Korea Herald,
03/03/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea on Saturday renewed its pledge to bolster its nuclear arsenal, claiming its own
nuclear deterrence would ensure balance of power in the region. (Yonhap)
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e Recent commercial satellite imagery of North Korea’s Sinpho South Shipyard indicates only a
minor level of activity at the main construction hall and secure boat basin while construction
continues on the L-shaped pier. (Peter Makowsky, Jack Lui, Olli Heinonen, 38 North)

In South Korea:

e South Korea’s Defense Ministry on Friday announced its plan to develop a new anti-missile
approach to destroy North Korean missiles before liftoff under the Yoon Suk Yeol
government’s new defense reform initiative. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

International:

e South Korea and the United States will revive theater-level field training exercises after a
five-year hiatus to enhance the alliance’s defense and readiness posture against escalating
threats from North Korea. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

Prepared by Bryan Clark, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

http web.archive.org /web /20240509043306 /https:

Sunday, March 5, 2023

U.S. guided-missile destroyer visits S. Korea

In South Korea:
Nat'l security adviser says will discuss timing of Yoon’s visit to the U.S. (Yonhap, 03 /05,/2023)

International:
U.S. guided-missile destroyer visits S. Korea (Yonhap, 03/05/2023)

In South Korea:

e National Security Adviser Kim Sung-han said Sunday he plans to finalize the timing and level
of President Yoon Suk Yeol's upcoming visit to Washington when he meets with officials in
the U.S. capital this week. (Yonhap)

International:

e A US. guided-missile destroyer visited South Korea's southern island of Jeju last week, the
U.S. Pacific Command said Sunday, in an apparent show of force and a warning to North
Korea against missile provocations. (Yonhap)
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Prepared by Ava Kim, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Monday, March 6, 2023

"To Disarm North Korea, Focus on Human Rights" by Melanie
Kirkpatrick

Top News Items:
To Disarm North Korea, Focus on Human Rights (The Wall Street Journal, 03/06,/2023)

#DPRK: Famine possible again. Greg Scarlatoiu, director of The Committee for Human Rights in
North Korea on this issue (The John Batchelor Show, 03,/06,/2023)

In North Korea:

N. Korea says high-thrust rocket engine offers 'sure guarantee' for satellite launch (Yonhap,
03/06,/2023)

No signs of death and starvation at inter-Korean border, UNC officials sayts in North Korea (NK
News, 03/06,/2023)

North Korea says US and ROK planning nuclear attack against Kim Jong Un (NK News, 03,/06,/2023)

North Korea touts ‘brisk’ space program work ahead of military satellite launch (NK News,
03,/06,/2023)
Why Kim Jong Un'’s farming ‘revolution’ will do littl rb food in rity (NK News, 03/06,/2023)

In South Korea:
Civic groups condemn S. Korea's proposal to end forced labor dispute with Japan (Yonhap,
03,/06,/2023)

Korea announ nation- mpensation for n's for labor. rks victims' pr
(Yonhap, 03/06,/2023)
S. Korea to halt WTO dispute settlement process on Japan's export curbs: industry ministry (Yonhap,
03/06,/2023)

Korean biz 1 nsider ‘every m re' for envision h fund under for labor
solution (Yonhap, 03/06,/2023)

Yoon says forced labor decision aimed at moving toward future-oriented relationship with Japan
(Yonhap, 03/06,/2023)

International:
S. Korea, U.S. hold joint air drills involving U.S. B-52H bomber (Yonhap, 03/06,/2023)

U.S. will continue to strengthen cooperation with S. Korea, Japan: State Dept. (Yonhap, 03,/06,/2023)
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Top News Items:

When discussing American policy on North Korea, Robert Joseph likes to cite the aphorism
that the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over while expecting a
different result. This is the insight at the heart of a recent paper from the National Institute
for Public Policy, which calls for a dramatic shift on North Korean policy. (Melanie
Kirkpatrick, The Wall Street Journal)

Greg Scarlatoiu, HRNK Executive Director, analyzes the issues of North Korea’s potential
famine amidst worsening food shortages. (The John Batchelor Show)

In North Korea:

North Korea's development of a high-thrust engine capable of carrying a rocket has provided
a "sure guarantee" for the country to launch various satellites into orbit, according to state
media Monday. (Yonhap)

There are no signs of death and starvation at the inter-Korean border, officials at the Joint
Security Area (JSA) said Friday, despite South Korean media reports of famine in the area.
(Chad O’Carroll, NK News)

North Korea has accused the U.S. and South Korea of scheming to eliminate the Kim family
government with nuclear weapons, after the allies recently carried out “precision bombing
drills” on responding to DPRK threats. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

North Korea’s National Aerospace Development Administration (NADA) is conducting “brisk”
work to launch “various kinds of satellites” in the future, state media reported on Monday, as
the country prepares to put a military satellite into orbit as soon as this spring. (Colin
Zwirko, NK News)

When it comes to agriculture, North Korea has never been a global or regional leader, not
even in the communist bloc, and the country has been in a chronic state of food insecurity
since the collapse of the Soviet Union. (Peter Ward, NK News)

In South Korea:

South Korean civic groups supporting the victims of Japan's wartime forced labor
condemned the Seoul government's plan Monday to compensate them through a public
foundation, saying they cannot accept a third-party compensation method. (Yonhap)

The South Korean government formally proposed Monday compensating more than a dozen
victims of Japan's wartime forced labor through a Seoul-backed public foundation, instead of
direct payment from responsible Japanese firms. (Chang Dong-woo, Yonhap)

South Korea has decided to halt a process of its complaint with the World Trade
Organization (WTO) on Japan's export controls of key industry materials to Seoul as they
prepare to launch official talks on the lifting of the restrictive measures, Seoul's industry
ministry said Monday. (Yonhap)

A major business lobby in South Korea said Monday it will consider all measures to flesh out
a plan South Korea and Japan have agreed to push for to form a joint fund to support the
youth under Seoul's proposal on compensating Korean victims of Japan's wartime forced
labor. (Kim Seung-yeon, Yonhap)
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e President Yoon Suk Yeol said Monday that South Korea's decision to compensate wartime
forced labor victims without Japanese firms' involvement was a determination aimed at
moving toward a future-oriented relationship with Japan, his spokesperson said. (Lee
Haye-ah, Yonhap)

International:

e South Korea and the United States staged combined air drills Monday, involving at least one
U.S. nuclear-capable B-52H strategic bomber, Seoul's defense ministry said, in the latest
show of America's military might against North Korea's evolving military threats. (Yonhap)

e The United States will continue to strengthen its trilateral cooperation with South Korea and
Japan, a state department spokesperson said Monday, shortly after Seoul and Tokyo
announced steps aimed at improving their bilateral ties. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Tessa Aguilar, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Tuesday, March 7, 2023

Gov't dismisses speculation about inter-Korean liaison office's
abolishment

Top News:

Gov't dismisses speculation about inter-Korean liaison office's abolishment (The Korea Times,
3/7/2023)

In North Korea:
Bring your own gas masks to biochemical weapons drills, North Korea tells citizens (Radio Free Asia,

3/6,/2023)
Kim Yo Jong Issues Communique (NK Leadership Watch, 3/7/2023)
rth Kor llite launch ilities (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/6,/2023)

N.K. leader's first child is son: Seoul's spy agency (Yonhap, 3/7/2023)
North Korea threatens action after US flies nuclear-capable B-52 bomber over Korean Peninsula
(Fox News, 3/7/2023)

Korea warns of 'overwhelming' action in -S. Korea military drills (Yonhap, 3/7/2023)
NADA Manager Talks Space Treaty and Teases April Satellite Launch (NK Leadership Watch,
3/7/2023)

Shooting down our ICBMs would be an act of war: North (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/7/2023)
h Korea: Kim' hter enjoys hor k riding, skiing (AP News, 3/7/2023)
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In South Korea:

Apple request for detailed Korean mapping data rejected (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/6/2023)
Shuttle diplomacy possible with Japan following Yoon's gambit (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3 /7/2023)

S. Korea's growth sharply slows in 2022 amid recession woes: BOK's preliminary data (Yonhap,
3/1/2023)

Inter Korean Relationship:

North Korean human rights foundation to finally launch (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/6,/2023)
Korea rej Korea's claim of artillery firing near inter-Korean border (Yonhap, 3/7/2023)

International:

Are We Prepared for a North Korean Nuclear Attack? (National Interest, 3/6,/2023)

International students grapple with shifting views on North Korea (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/7/2023)
IS chief confirm rth Korean | r has three kids (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/7/2023)

‘Troubling’ signs of activity at N. Korea's Punggye-ri nuclear testing site: IAEA chief (Yonhap,
3/7/2023)
Top U.S. general may visit Seoul later this month: source (Yonhap, 3/7/2023)

Top News:

e The Ministry of Unification on Thursday refuted rumors that it is considering abolishing the
inter-Korean liaison office as part of the ministry's restructuring plan, saying that the liaison
office is not under its authority because it was installed under an agreement between South
Korea and North Korea. On Feb. 28 (local time), South Korean Ambassador to the U.S. Cho
Tae-yong attended a seminar hosted by the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea in
Washington D.C. and said, "The Korean government will increase its efforts to improve
human rights in North Korea and this will be the priority of all ministries." Cho continued
that improvements in human rights conditions in the North will accelerate the goal of
denuclearization and deter Pyongyang's provocations. "If only a portion of the basic rights
and freedoms that we enjoy is available for North Koreans, the North Korean regime will not
be able to employ policies concentrating on nuclear and missile programs,” Cho said.

(Hyun-woo Nam, The Korea T'imes)
In North Korea

e North Korea last week conducted nationwide civil defense drills, forcing residents to march
long distances to drill sites, and requiring that they prepare personal emergency Kkits,
including gas masks, to protect themselves against potential U.S.-launched biochemical
weapons attacks. (Ji Eun Kim, Radio Free Asiaq)

e Kim Yo Jong issued a statement on 6 March (Monday). KYJ said: “One of south Korean
puppet media on March 6 carried an unspecific report that the commander of the US forces
in the Indo-Pacific said something on February 24 to the effect that if we fired ICBMs into
the Pacific, they would immediately shoot them down...” (NK Leadership Watch)

e North-Korea-Korean-Central-News-Agency/20230306155905853.html?detailWord=
North Korea's state media said Monday that the regime’s development of a high-thrust
engine provides a “sure guarantee” that the regime will be able to launch satellites into orbit,
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highlighting the possibility that Pyongyang will make good on previous threats to launch a
reconnaissance satellite by April. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The first child of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un is a son, while the gender of his third
child has not been confirmed, South Korea's spy agency National Intelligence Service (NIS)
was quoted as saying Tuesday. (Yonhap)

North Korea has threatened to take "quick, overwhelming action" after the United States
flew a nuclear-capable B-52 bomber over the Korean Peninsula in an exercise with South
Korean warplanes. (Lawrence Richard, Fox News)

Kim Yo-jong, the sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, warned Tuesday the North is
ready to take "overwhelming" actions against military activities by the United States and
South Korea, as its rivals are staging joint military drills involving American strategic assets.
(Sooyeon Kim, Yonhap)

Pak Kyong Su, deputy director at the DPRK National Aerospace Development Administration
[NADA] discussed the DPRK’s 2009 accession to the Treaty on Principles Governing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies and Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space with
KCNA. (NK Leadership Watch)

North-Korea-Kim-Yojong /20230307153954377.html?detailWord=

The sister of North Korea’s leader said that any move by the United States to intercept the
regime’s missiles would be considered “a declaration of war,” Pyongyang’s state media
reported Tuesday. The statement by Kim Yo-jong referred to a South Korean media report
that said the United States plans to shoot down Pyongyang’s intercontinental ballistic
missiles (ICBM) if they are launched into the Pacific Ocean. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

The recently unveiled daughter of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un is being home-schooled
and spends her leisure time horseback riding, skiing and swimming, South Korea’s spy
agency told lawmakers Tuesday. The NIS said the daughter’s unveiling largely appeared
intended to underscore the imperativeness of another hereditary power succession, Yoo told
reporters. Hyung-Jin Kim, AP News)

In South Korea:

Apple cannot export detailed mapping data from Korea, the government has said. The
National Geographic Information Institute under the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and
Transport said Monday it has rejected Apple’s request to export a precise 1:5,000 scale map
data — the most detailed among all data currently available in Korea. “We believed exporting
the data could affect national security, an official at the institute, which is in charge of
managing the nation's geographic data, told the Korea JoongAng Daily on Monday.
(In-Kyoung Kim, Ji-Eun Seo, Korea JoongAng Daily)

President Yoon Suk Yeol could visit Tokyo to meet with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida later this month in a possible revival of shuttle diplomacy between the two countries,
according to South Korean officials and press reports. On Monday, South Korea's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs released a plan to compensate victims of forced labor during Japan's colonial
rule with a Korea-backed public foundation, without requiring the participation of the
Japanese companies ordered to pay up by the Korea Supreme Court in 2018. (Sarah Kim,
Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korea's economic growth sharply slowed in 2022 as exports weakened amid growing
recession woes stemming from aggressive monetary tightening at home and abroad, central
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bank data showed Tuesday. South Korea's gross domestic product -- a major gauge of
growth -- expanded 2.6 percent in 2022, compared with a 4.1 percent advance tallied in the
previous year, according to the preliminary data from the Bank of Korea (BOK). (Yonhap)
President Yoon Suk Yeol could visit Japan this month for talks with Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida following Seoul's decision to compensate wartime forced labor victims
without Japanese firms' involvement, the presidential office said Tuesday. The visit is under
strong consideration, the office said, making it the first time in four years detailed
discussions are taking place over a Korean president's visit to Japan. (Yonhap)

Inter Korean Relationship:

The Unification Ministry announced Monday that it will launch a committee to advise the
minister on the establishment of a long-delayed foundation aimed at promoting human
rights in North Korea. The group, called the “North Korean Human Rights Promotion
Committee” in the ministry’s announcement on Monday, is intended to serve as an advisory
body to the Unification Minister regarding the foundation, whose creation is mandated by
the North Korean Human Rights Act of 2016. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The South Korean military on Tuesday denied as "groundless” North Korea's claims that it
fired more than 30 artillery shells at a shooting range near the inter-Korean border. A
spokesperson for the General Staff of the North's Korean People's Army (KPA) claimed the
firing took place at the range in Paju, northwest of Seoul, earlier in the day, calling it a "very
grave military provocation." (Yonhap)

International:

The long-term solution to the Korean crisis is internal regime change and reunification
under a government that resembles present-day South Korea. Yet, no one knows how long
this process could take given the ruthless effectiveness of the DPRK’s totalitarian regime. In
the interim, having a robust spectrum of defense capabilities, suitable for a range of
scenarios, is critical given the rapidly evolving threat environment. (Richard Weitz, National
Interest)

“At first, I was only reading books written by defectors and the media outlets in Romania
only portrays North Korea in a negative way, so when there was a huge debate about
whether North Korea would fire or not in 2017, I was worried,” said Ana Ungureanu, a
25-year-old Romanian student at the Academy of Korean Studies. At the time, Ungureanu
was in Romania and was scared as North Korea conducted a series of missile and nuclear
tests that demonstrated its capability to launch ballistic missiles beyond its borders. (Do-Hwi
Choi, Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korea's intelligence agency confirmed that North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has
three children. The NIS chief told lawmakers that Kim Ju-ae's public appearances seem to
have been aimed at reminding North Koreans about the legitimacy of a fourth-generation
succession. (Jee-Hye Han, Ho-Jeong Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The chief of the U.N. nuclear watchdog said Tuesday "deeply troubling" signs of activity are
continuously being detected at North Korea's Punggye-ri nuclear testing site. "The Nuclear
Test Site at Punggye-ri remains prepared to support a nuclear test, and we continue to see
indications of activity near Adit 3 of the Test Site,' he said in a statement to the board of
governors. "The reopening of the nuclear test site is deeply troubling" (Yonhap)
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e South Korean and U.S. military authorities are in consultations on a possible visit to Seoul by
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Mark A. Milley later this month, an informed source
said Tuesday. If agreed, he is likely to visit the country after the allies conclude their
combined Freedom Shield exercise set to take place from next Monday through March 23,
according to the source. The general previously visited Seoul in December 2021. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Kathy Yu, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Wednesday, March 8, 2023

N. Korea continues troubling nuclear activity; Seoul forms
committee to oversee launch of N. Korean human rights
foundation

In North Korea:

Disarmament Institute Researcher Publishes Article (NK Leadership Watch, 3/7/2023)

EM Comms Office Issues Statement (NK Leadership Watch, 3/7/2023)

Kim Jong-un’s daughter living luxurious life as North Korea faces food crisis (The Telegraph,
3/8/2023)

North Korea continues troublmg nuclear act1v1ty at key facilities: IAEA (NK News, 3/7/2023)
a_Ma z X : il: lawma (The Korea Herald,

3/7/2023)
rth Kor men should have many children rt parents-in-law (The Korea Herald,
3/8/2023)

(NK News,

3/8 / 2023)
Pyongsan Uranium Mines: Mining Continues as Older Mines Are Renewed (38 North, 3/7/2023)

Starvation in North Korea not severe enough to pose threat to Kim Jong Un: NIS (NK News,
3/8/2023)

VEM Issues Communique on US-ROK Exercises and UN (NK Leadership Watch, 3 /7/2023)

In South Korea:

Opposition lawmakers support US bill to end Korean War (The Korea Herald, 3,/7/2023)

Seoul forms committee to oversee launch of North Korean human rights foundation (NK News,
3/8/2023)

Special protection for North Koreans (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/8/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Beware the cheap coder (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/8,/2023)
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KPA GS Accuses ROK of Firing Artillery Shells (NK Leadership Watch, 3/8,/2023)

N.Korea escalates war of words as S. Korea, US gear up for annual exercises (The Korea Herald,
3/1/2023)

North Korea slams ‘provocative’ US-ROK drills that Seoul denies took place (NK News, 3 /7/2023)
Redefinin rth Kor r ‘main enemy’ (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/7/2023)

The short-lived inter-Korean detente during early '70s (The Korea Herald, 3/8/2023)

International:
Minister r Britain's role in per in Kor iv nukes, missiles (Yonhap, 3/8/2023)
Yoon-Biden April summit to mark 70th anniversary in alliance (The Korea Herald, 3/8/2023)
Yoon to hold summit with Biden to discuss alliance and North Korean threats (NK News, 3/8/2023)
Disarmament Institute Researcher Publishes Article (NK Leadership Watch, 3/7/2023)
FM Comms Office Issues Statement (NK Leadership Watch, 3/7/2023)
Kim Jong-un’s daughter living luxurious life as North Korea faces food crisis (The Telegraph,
3/8/2023)
North Korea continues ‘troubling’ nuclear activity at key facilities: IAEA (NK News, 3 /7/2023)

rth Korea may hold major exerci ween March, April: lawmakers (The Korea Herald,
3/7/2023)
North Korea says women should have many children, support parents-in-law (The Korea Herald,
3/8/2023)

rth Kor I faciliti n Chin rder in sign of pr xpand tr (NK News,
3/8/2023)
Pyongsan Uranium Mines: Mining Continues as Older Mines Are Renewed (38 North, 3/7/2023)
Starvation in North Korea not severe enough to pose threat to Kim Jong Un: NIS (NK News,
3/8/2023)
VEM Issues Communique on US-ROK Exercises and UN (NK Leadership Watch, 3/7/2023)

In South Korea:
Opposition lawmakers support US bill to end Korean War (The Korea Herald, 3/7/2023)
1 form mmi versee launch of North Korean human rights foundation (NK News,
3/8/2023)
Special protection for North Koreans (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/8 /2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Beware the cheap coder (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/8,/2023)

KPA GS Accuses ROK of Firing Artillery Shells (NK Leadership Watch, 3/8,/2023)

N.Korea escalates war of words as S. Korea, US gear up for annual exercises (The Korea Herald,
3/7/2023)

North Korea slams ‘provocative’ US-ROK drills that Seoul denies took place (NK News, 3/7/2023)
Redefining North Korea as our ‘main enemy’ (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/7/2023)

The short-lived inter-Korean detente during early '70s (The Korea Herald, 3/8/2023)

International:
Minister requests Britain's role in persuading N. Korea to give up nukes, missiles (Yonhap, 3/8/2023)

Yoon-Biden April summit to mark 70th anniversary in alliance (The Korea Herald, 3/8 /2023)
Yoon to hold summit with Biden to discuss alliance and North Korean threats (NK News, 3/8/2023)
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In North Korea

KCNA disseminated an article by Ku Yong Chol, of the DPRK Foreign Ministry’s Institute for
Disarmament and Peace on Saturday. (NK Leadership Watch)

The Foreign Ministry’s comms department’s Foreign News Section issued a statement about
joint US-ROK military exercises on 6 March. (NK Leadership Watch)

Kim Jong-un’s young daughter Ju-ae is being home-schooled and spends her free time
horseback riding, skiing and swimming, apparently living a life of luxury even as the country
faces a worsening food crisis. (Nicola Smith, The Telegraph)

North Korea remains prepared to test a nuclear weapon and continues activity and
construction at its primary nuclear enrichment facility, the chief of the IAEA stated on
Monday, calling the developments “deeply troubling.” (Arius Derr, NK News)

The lawmakers on the National Assembly’s intelligence committee said Tuesday that North
Korea may hold large-scale military exercises between March and April, in response to
planned joint drills between South Korea and the US. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

North Korean women should fulfill their roles as wives, daughters-in-law and mothers to
support their husbands and children in pushing forward the country's prosperity and
development, its state-controlled media said in an editorial marking International Women’s
Day on Wednesday. (The Korea Herald)

North Korea is upgrading more facilities likely related to trade along its border with China,
NK Pro analysis of satellite imagery shows, steps that suggest Pyongyang is preparing to
expand cross-border exchange after three years of pandemic restrictions. (Colin Zwirko, NK
News)

Commercial satellite imagery of North Korea’s Pyongsan Uranium Mining area indicates that
mining operations at the main uranium mine continue and that the Uranium Ore
Concentration Plant is still active. (Peter Makowsky, 38 North)

North Korea’s food crisis is not severe enough to threaten the stability of the Kim Jong Un
regime, even though many in the country may be facing starvation, South Korea’s spy agency
reportedly said Tuesday. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

DPRK Vice Foreign Minister for International Organizations, Kim Son Gyong, issued a
statement on 4 March explicating recent military exercises on the Korean Peninsula and the
responses of the United Nations Secretary General. (NK Leadership Watch)

In South Korea:

South Korean opposition lawmakers on Tuesday signed a statement welcoming the
re-introduction of the US House of Representatives bill calling for efforts to achieve a formal
end to the Korean War. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

South Korea’s unification ministry has formed a new committee tasked with overseeing the
launch of a government-led North Korean human rights foundation, nearly seven years after
the passage of a law requiring its establishment. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Until now, North Korea has openly threatened the distributors of anti-North Korean leaflets
through North Korean broadcasts. The North Korean defectors spreading propaganda
leaflets require special protection. (Jeok Ick-Jin, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Inter Korean Relationship:
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North Korean IT workers acting as cyber soldiers are penetrating into the everyday lives of
their southern compatriots dealing with business, healthcare, social media, sports and
gaming. (Jang Seok-kwang, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The Korean People’s Army General Staff accused ROK forces of firing 30+ artillery rounds
during a 7 March training exercise in Paju, Gyeonggi Province. The ROK Joint Chiefs of Staff
denied using firing artillery and said the KPA General Staff's claims were “groundless and
far-fetched” (NK Leadership Watch)

Spate of statements without action shows NK's struggle to respond to military exercises
amid economic woes, say experts (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

The North Korean military accused the “enemy” of conducting artillery drills near the
inter-Korean border in a “provocative” way on Tuesday, though Seoul denied the drills took
place. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

The Yoon Suk Yeol administration recently released its first “Defense White Paper,” which
states what are threats to the Republic of Korea and how we should prepare for them. (Hur
Jae-young, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The first joint statement of the Koreas in 1972 bears symbolic significance, but failed to
improve inter-Korean relations (Yoon Min-sik, The Korea Herald)

International:

South Korea's unification minister on Wednesday asked for Britain's role in persuading North
Korea to abandon its nuclear and missile programs, and return to talks, citing London's
diplomatic ties with Pyongyang, his office said. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

A highly anticipated summit scheduled between the leaders of South Korea and the US in
April is expected to mark a pivotal turning point in their 70-year-old alliance, which faces
various challenges from the Indo-Pacific region, including nuclear threats from North Korea.
(Shin Ji-hye, The Korea Herald)

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol will visit the U.S. for a summit with Joe Biden next
month to discuss alliance prospects and how to better deter North Korean threats.

(Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Prepared by Haeun Moon, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

web.archive.org /web /20240509044149 /https:

Thursday, March 9, 2023

Minister says law banning spread of anti-N. Korea leaflets should

be abolished; Special protection for North Koreans

In North Korea:
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N. Korea likely to conduct nuclear test amid continued missile testing: U.S. report (Yonhap,
03/09/2023)

N. Korea unveils stamp designs featuring last month's military parade (Yonhap, 03/09,/2023)

North Korea cancels Pyongvang marathon for 4th straight year, tour agency says (NK News,
03/09/2023)

Pyongyang slams Foreign Minister Park for comments (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03,/09,/2023)

In South Korea:

Minister says law banning spread of anti-N. Korea leaflets should be abolished (Yonhap, 03/09,/2023)
Korea's Yoon to visi n for summit, fir h trip in 12 years (Reuters, 03,/09,/2023)

In South Korea:
Minister says law banning spread of anti-N. Korea leaflets should be abolished (Yonhap,

03/09/2023)S.Korea's Yoon visi n for summit, fir h trip in 12 rs (Reuters,
03/09/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Meanwhil ial pr ion for North Koreans (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /09,/2023)
International:

S. Korea, U.S. pledge to step up efforts to cut off illicit funds to N. Korean weapons program (Yonhap,
03,/09,/2023)
Kim Jong Un has 'no intention' of abandoning his nukes: US intelligence report (NK News,
03,/09,/2023)
UN_envoy calls for North Korea to protect women from gender-based violence (NK News,
03/09/2023) fficial with likely buil nction rth Korean io (NK News,
03,/09,/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea is expected to conduct a nuclear test as it continues to develop its missile
capabilities in an attempt to drive a wedge between the United States and South Korea, a
U.S. intelligence report said Wednesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e North Korea on Thursday unveiled the designs of new stamps to commemorate its military
parade held last month, including one featuring a white horse apparently belonging to leader
Kim Jong-un's daughter Ju-ae. (Yonhap)

e North Korea has canceled the international marathon originally scheduled to take place in
Pyongyang this spring, DPRK tour agency Koryo Tours announced Thursday, citing the
country's ongoing border controls due to COVID-19. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

e North Korea blasted South Korea's Foreign Minister Park Jin for remarks in a recent
interview with CNN where he said the regime must be pressured to return to talks on its
illicit weapons programs. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

In South Korea:

e South Korea's unification minister on Thursday criticized the law banning the sending of
anti-Pyongyang leaflets into North Korea as an "absolutely bad act,' citing its clause on the
punishment of violators, according to a news report. (Yonhap)
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e South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and his wife will visit Japan from March 16-17 at
Tokyo's invitation, his office said on Thursday, the first such visit in 12 years after Seoul
announced a plan to end a protracted dispute over wartime forced labour. (Josh Smith,
Reuters)

Inter Korean Relationship:

e Sixty-five-year-old Lee Min-bok is the head of the team sending balloons filled with
propaganda leaflets to North Korea to help North Korean residents. These days, his nights
are restless. Around 1:20 a.m. on Nov. 12, his five-ton truck parked in his yard in the northern
border of Gyeonggi caught on fire. He presumes it was arson. (Jeon Ick-Jin, Korea JoongAng

Daily)
International:

e South Korea and the United States have agreed to intensify their joint efforts to cut off illicit
funds being funneled to North Korea's nuclear and missile development programs, the South
Korean foreign ministry said Wednesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e North Korea missile testing is part of a plan to establish "strategic dominance" over U.S. and
South Korean forces, a new U.S. intelligence report states, concluding leader Kim Jong Un
has "no intention" of giving up his nuclear weapon program. (Arius Derr, NK News)

e North Korea should assign female guards to supervise women in detention and ensure safe
access to abortion services, including for victims of rape, the U.N. special envoy for DPRK
human rights states in a new report. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e A senior U.S. nuclear official posted a photo Thursday posing in front of a large new statue
allegedly built by a sanctioned North Korean company in West Africa (Colin Zwirko, NK
News

Friday, March 10, 2023

Threats and possibilities of worse. Greg Scarlatoiu, director of
The Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, on this

Top News:
#Moldova: #Romania: Threats and possibilities of worse. Greg Scarlatoiu, director of The

Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, on this (The John Batchelor Show, 03/09,/2023)

In North Korea:
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Kim Jong Un and daughter watch missile test aimed at South Korean airfields (NK News,
03/10,/2023)
New North Korean phishing campaign targets security researchers: Report (NK Pro, 03 /10,/2023)
North Korea fires short-range missile into West Sea: JCS (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03/09,/2023)
North Korea fires short-range missile toward Yellow Sea: ROK military (NK News, 03/09,/2023)
North Korea’s food shortages hitting regional cities the hardest, Seoul says (NK News, 03/10,/2023)
North Korea says it defused US Korean War bombs at Pyongyang apartment site (Reuters,
03/10,/2023)

rth Korean women tol flowers of loyalty' having more children (The Telegraph,
03/09/2023)
North simulates artillery strike on South's airfield. warns of 'overwhelming response' (Korea
JoongAng Daily, 03/10,/2023)

Kor ill one of wor ntries for human rights, fr m: report (Yonhap, 03,/10,/2023)
N. Korean leader inspects 'actual war' readiness of artillery unit targeting enemy's airfield: KCNA
(Yonhap, 03,/10/2023)
N. Korean leader inspects tactical guided weapons test apparently targeting S. Korean military
airport: state media (Yonhap, 03/10,/2023)
‘When you join the military, gender is not a thing. We are all only soldiers. (Radio Free Asia,
03,/09,/2023)

In South Korea:

Ex-spy chief pushed to return two North Korean defectors as peace offering: prosecutors (The Korea
Herald, 03,/10,/2023)

Yoon underscores US firepower to contain N. Korea (The Korea Herald, 3/10,/2023)

International:
Alli nsidering trilateral ri : Reports (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03,/10,/2023)
Cost of provocation will increase until N. Korea changes behavior: State Dept. (Yonhap, 03/10,/2023)

U.S. intensifying 'every leg of nuclear triad' to ensure deterrence: Gen. Cotton (Yonhap, 03/10/2023)

Top News:

e Greg Scarlatoiu, HRNK Executive Director, discusses the threats faced by Moldova and
Romania, as well as many other nations in the region, due to Russia’s aggression in Ukraine.
(The John Batchelor Show)

In North Korea:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and his daughter watched a volley of at least six tactical
nuclear missiles on Thursday evening designed to destroy enemy airfields, according to state
media. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e A North Korean hacker group has been running an extensive spear-phishing campaign
targeting Western media and technology companies and security researchers for almost a
year, according to U.S. cybersecurity firm Mandiant. (Shreyas Reddy, NK Pro)

e North Korea fired a single short-range ballistic missile from Nampo into the West Sea,
according to South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff on Thursday. (Lee Ho-jeong, Korea JoongAng

Daily)
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e North Korea fired a short-range ballistic missile (SRBM) toward the Yellow Sea from around
the west coast city of Nampho on Thursday evening, according to the ROK military. (Ifang
Bremer, Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e “Significant” numbers of vulnerable North Koreans in small and medium-sized cities are
starving and suffering from malnutrition due to food shortages, though the crisis does not
yet approach the severity of the mass famine in the 1990s, according to Seoul’s unification
ministry. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e Workers at an apartment construction site in the North Korean capital, Pyongyang, have
discovered more than 110 bombs, shells, mines, grenades and other explosives that it says are
U.S.-made weapons from the Korean War, state media said on Friday. (Josh Smith, Reuters)

e North Korean women have been urged to have more children in order to prove that they are
“flowers of loyalty” devoted to the country’s leader, Kim Jong-Un.(Nicola Smith, The
Telegraph)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un supervised a live-fire artillery drill Thursday simulating a
strike on a South Korean airfield, reported state media Friday. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

e North Korea was once again labeled one of the worst countries in terms of freedom, a recent
report by a U.S.-funded freedom watchdog showed Friday. (Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un inspected a "fire assault drill" of an artillery unit as he
urged the military to bolster simulated drills for an "actual war," Pyongyang's state media said
Friday, with South Korea and the United States set to kick off their springtime joint military
exercise next week. (Yi Wonju, Yonhap)

e North Korea announced Friday its leader Kim Jong-un oversaw a "fire assault drill" of an
artillery unit a day earlier as he stressed the need to "overwhelmingly respond" to any war
preparations by its "enemy.” (Yi Wonju, Yonhap)

e Kim Dan-geum joined the North Korean army right out of high school because she wanted a
better life. (Soram Cheon, Radio Free Asiq)

In South Korea:

e Former National Intelligence Service director Suh Hoon pushed to repatriate two North
Korean men who attempted to defect to the South in a bid to restore ties with Pyongyang,
according to Seoul prosecutors. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol doubled down on bolstering extended deterrence, a US pledge to
use all resources including nuclear weapons to deter and respond to attacks on its allies,
amid deepening Seoul-Washington ties to counter North Korea’s nuclear threats (Choi

Si-young, The Korea Herald)
International:

e South Korea, the United States and Japan may consider establishing an extended deterrence
consultative body, or even an "Indo-Pacific NATO" scheme, to counter nuclear threats in the
region, said a growing number of reports as the three countries discuss and prepare
summits set to take place over the next few weeks. (Park Hyun-ju, Esther Chung, Korea
JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea will continue to face increased consequences unless it changes its behavior, a
state department spokesperson said Thursday, hours after Pyongyang potentially fired
multiple ballistic missiles in its latest provocation. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)
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e The United States is enhancing every component of its nuclear capabilities to deter any
potential aggression from North Korea, Gen. Anthony Cotton, commander of U.S. Strategic
Command, said Thursday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

ies-of-worse-greg-scarlatoiu-director-of-the-committee-for-human-rights-in-north-korea-on-this

Saturday, March 11, 2023

Kim supervises N. Korean troops simulating attack on
South;North Korean leader Kim calls for intensified drills in case
of 'real war'

In North Korea:
‘Where else in the world is there this kind of slavery?’ (RFA, 03/10,/2023)
North Korean leader Kim calls for intensified drills in case of 'real war' (Reuters, 03 /11/2023)

Kim supervises N. Korean troops simulating attack on South (AP News, 03/10/2023)

International:
Intangible Transfer of Technology (ITT): Open-source Information Analysis for the Implementation
of Sanctions on North Korea (38 North, 03/10/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea has introduced mandatory military service for women increased the service
time for all soldiers by three years in an effort to confront a farm labor shortage, sources
there told Radio Free Asia. (Jieun Kim, REA)

e North Korea's Kim Jong Un ordered the military to intensify drills to deter and respond to a
"real war" if necessary, state media said on Friday, after the leader oversaw a fire assault drill
that it said proved the country's capabilities. (Soo-Hyang Choi, Reuters)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un supervised a live-fire artillery drill simulating an attack on
a South Korean airfield and called for his troops to be ready to respond to the enemies’
“frantic war preparation moves” — apparently referring to the recent series of military drills
between the United States and South Korea. (Kim Tong-Hyung, AP News)

International:

e According to the latest reports by the United Nations (UN) Panel of Experts (POE) on North
Korea, academic collaboration with North Korean individuals or entities could entail
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potential proliferation risks through the intangible transfer of technology (ITT). (Hyuk Kim,
38 North)

Prepared by Yubin Jun, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, March 12, 2023

Human rights experts mentioned the importance of arousing int'l

attention with celebrating 10th Anniversary of COIl establishment
In North Korea:
Kim Jong Un leads military meeting on ‘powerfully’ responding to US-ROK drills (NK News,
03/12/2023)

Kor roves war rren in Korea- rill k rty meeting: KCNA
(Yonhap, 03 /12 /2023)
N.Korea warns to offensively use ‘war deterrent’ ahead of S. Korea-US military exercise (The Korea
Herald, 03/12/2023)

rth Kor i n war rrence m res, KCNA (Reuters, 03 /11,/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un guided a meeting of top military officials on that decided
on measures for “powerfully” responding to U.S. and South Korean “war provocations,’
according to state media on Sunday, as the two allies prepare to hold large-scale springtime
drills this week. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e North Korea has decided to take "important, practical" measures for the "offensive use" of
war deterrents, state media said Sunday, with the United States and South Korea set to
launch their joint military exercise this week. (Yonhap)

e North Korea has determined significant, practical steps to offensively use its “war deterrent”
at a key military meeting in the run-up to the longest-running military exercise between
South Korea and the United States. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea decided to take important, practical war deterrence measures at a meeting of
the ruling party's military commission presided over by leader Kim Jong Un, state news
agency KCNA said on Sunday. (Reuters)

Prepared by Jiwoo Hwang, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: web archive.org/web 20240509070206 httDs mailchi.mp 4952637f6166 hrnk-news-itemskim-jong-un-leads-mili
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Monday, March 13, 2023

Human rights experts mentioned the importance of arousing int'l

attention with celebrating 10th Anniversary of COI establishment
Top News:

*Human rights experts mentioned the importance of arousing the international attention with
celebrating 10th Anniversary of the COI establishment (VOA, 03/01/2023)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom .
In North Korea:
How North Korea’s submarine-launched cruise missiles ratchet up risk of conflict (NK Pro,

03/13/2023)
N. Korea fired 2 'strategic cruise missiles' from submarine Sunday: KCNA (Yonhap, 03/13/2023)

Korea warns of ' h nteraction' again meeting on country's righ (Yonhap,
03/13/2023)

In South Korea:

S. Korea approves plans to buy F-35A fighters, SM-6 interceptors (Yonhap, 03/13,/2023)

International:
Key S. Korea-U.S. military exercise begins; N. Korea likely to respond with more provocations
(Yonhap, 03/13 /2023)

Top News:

e Human rights experts said the COI should pivot global interest in North Korea’s human
rights issues with celebrating their 10™ anniversary. The UN special rapporteur and South
Korea ambassador for North Korean human rights emphasized the efforts to hold North
Korea responsible for human rights violations should be continued. (Eun-Jung Cho, VOA)

In North Korea:

e North Korea has the potential to retrofit torpedo tubes on its Romeo-class submarines with
these new cruise missiles, which could have a force-multiplying effect compared to the
still-limited SSB option presented by its single Gorae-class submarine and the
still-in-development Sinpo-C-class submarine. For these reasons, we should expect to see
more sea-launched cruise missile launches from North Korea in the future. (Ankit Panda, NK
Pro)

e North Korea fired two "strategic cruise missiles" from a submarine in waters off its east coast
over the weekend, the country's state media said Monday. The North's first known firing of
cruise missiles from a submarine is widely viewed as an apparent show of force against a
major South Korea-U.S. combined military exercise. The missiles were fired from the 8.24
Yongung in waters off Kyongpho Bay in the East Sea in an underwater launching drill held at

183


https://www.voakorea.com/a/6984479.html
https://www.voakorea.com/a/6984479.html
https://www.nknews.org/pro/how-north-koreas-submarine-launched-cruise-missiles-ratchet-up-risk-of-conflict/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230313000254325?section=news
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230313002500325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230313004200325?section=news
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230313001852325?section=news
https://www.voakorea.com/a/6984479.html
https://www.nknews.org/pro/how-north-koreas-submarine-launched-cruise-missiles-ratchet-up-risk-of-conflict/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/how-north-koreas-submarine-launched-cruise-missiles-ratchet-up-risk-of-conflict/

dawn Sunday, according to the official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). (Kim Soo-yeon,
Song Sang-ho, Yonhap)

e North Korea on Monday slammed a move by the United States to hold an informal U.N.
Security Council (UNSC) meeting on Pyongyang's human rights abuse this week, calling it a
scheme to "bring down" its regime. In a statement issued by the North's foreign ministry,
Pyongyang said it "bitterly denounces the U.S. vicious 'human rights' racket" as the "most
intensive expression of its hostile policy" toward Pyongyang. The statement came after
Reuters reported last week that the U.S. will hold an informal meeting of UNSC members on
the North's human rights abuses this Friday (local time). (Yonhap)

In South Korea:

e South Korea endorsed major defense projects Monday to purchase an additional batch of
F-35A stealth fighters and shipborne Standard Missile-6 (SM-6) interceptors, the state arms
procurement agency said, in a move to reinforce deterrence against North Korea's evolving
military threats. (Yonhap)

International:

e South Korea and the United States kicked off a regular combined military exercise Monday
amid heightened tensions caused by North Korea's missile tests and hardening rhetoric
against the allies. The computer simulation-based Freedom Shield (FS) exercise began its
11-day run under "realistic" scenarios reflective of the North's evolving nuclear and missile
threats, Seoul officials said. It is to proceed with the concurrent field training exercise, called
the Warrior Shield. (Yonhap)

[Translation] Human rights experts mentioned the importance of arousing the international
attention with celebrating 10™ Anniversary of the COI establishment. (Eun-Jung Cho, VOA)

Human rights experts said the COI should pivot global interest in North Korea’s human rights issues
with celebrating their 10" anniversary. The UN special rapporteur and South Korea ambassador for
North Korean human rights emphasized the efforts to hold North Korea responsible for human
rights violations should be continued. Eun-Jung Cho reported.

Michael Kirby, former executive director of COI, stressed that the world should be alerted to the
issue of human rights in North Korea.

Kirby said at a forum which held to celebrate the 10" anniversary of the COI, organized by the
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea(HRNK), a Washington based non-governmental
organization, that the world is currently focused on Ukraine and the other issues.

[Recording: Former executive director of the COI, Michael Kirby] “In breaking through the barrier of
indifference that tends to come with international affairs, we have to try to find a new way to
re-engage with the communities that are concerned, and the international community generally,
concerning the security and human rights”
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Kirby added that “In breaking through the barrier of indifference that tends to come with
international affairs, we have to try to find a new way to re-engage with the communities that are
concerned, and the international community generally, concerning the security and human rights”

The COI, established in 2013 under a UNHRC resolution, said in a final report released in 2014 that
various human rights violations by the North Korean amounted to crimes against humanity. In
particular, it recommended to hold the perpetrators.

Roberta Cohen, the former State Department Human Rights Bureau, stressed the role of the United
States and South Korea, calling for pressure on UN committees to maintain interest in North Korea's
human rights issues.

[Recording: former State Department Human Rights Bureau, Roberta Cohen,] “A strong coalition of
states is essential. now that both South Korea and the US are once again giving priority to human
rights in North Korea and have designated special envoys they should give priority to getting the
votes for convening and official Public Security Council meeting on North Korean human rights”

“A strong coalition of the states is essential” Cohen said. Both South Korea and the US are once again
giving priority to human rights in North Korea and have designated special envoys they should give
priority to getting the votes for convening and official Public Security Council meeting on North
Korean human rights.

The UN Security Council has been discussing the human rights situation in North Korea since 2014,
led by the U.S.

However, in 2018, only eight countries agreed to convene the meeting, and North Korea’s human
rights discussions were not held, and in 2019, it had been canceled because the U.S. did not approve
to hold the meeting. But, in 2020, 2021, and 2022, it had been dealt in the unofficial way.

Cohen added that it is required to secure nine votes to hold the meeting and set up a strategy to get
support from South American and African Countries.

He also explained that the discussion on North Korean human rights at the Security Council will
highlight the threat posed by the North Korean regime to international peace and security, while
laying the groundwork for identifying the responsibility of the perpetrators.

UN Special rapporteur on Human Rights, Elizabeth Salmon said in a recorded message that the COI
report recommends that those responsible for crimes against humanity be referred to the
International Criminal Court(ICC) or the International Court of Justice.

She also said she would actively follow up on the COI report.

[Recording: Elizabeth Salmon] “I am planning to further review the implementation of the
recommendations made by the COI later this year. And next year I will address grave human rights
violations, including within the detention system in a wide range of accountability efforts. At the
same time I will continue to highlight the dire situation that people may be facing in the DPRK and
the urgent need for the international community to reengage with the DPRK on human rights
issues”
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“I am planning to further review the implementation of the recommendations made by the COI later
this year” Salmon said. “And next year I will address grave human rights violations, including within
the detention system in a wide range of accountability efforts.”

At the same time I will continue to highlight the dire situation that people may be facing in the DPRK
and the urgent need for the international society to reengage with the DPRK on human rights issues,
Salmon added.

Lee Shin-hwa, South Korea’s ambassador for North Korean human rights, stressed the importance of
collecting evidence, saying the international community is continuing efforts to hold the
perpetrators responsible.

[Recording: Lee Shin hwa] “I sincerely hope that North Korea human rights problems will be
evaluated by accumulating hard evidence and through rigorous analysis and evaluation and the
international society will work tirelessly to find good approaches and solutions by cooperating and
struggling with each other”

Ambassador Lee said, “I sincerely hope that North Korea human rights problems will be evaluated by
accumulating hard evidence and through rigorous analysis,” adding, “international community will
work tirelessly to find good approaches and solutions by cooperating and struggling with each
other”

Ambassador Lee also strongly criticized the North Korean authorities’ human rights abuses at the
meeting.

“We criticize the Kim Jong-un regime for prioritizing nuclear weapons development and ignoring
the welfare and basic human rights of its people,” he said. “The North Korea human rights issue
covers not only internal problems but also the plight of North Korean defectors and overseas
workers, kidnapping and detaining after wartime, and prisoners of war.”’

“In order to overcome the fatigue of North Korea’s human rights issues, international solidarity and
cooperation must be enhanced,” she stressed.

South Korean Ambassador to the U.S. Tae-yong Cho, who attended the event, also said in a speech
that the South Korean government will redouble its efforts to improve human rights in North Korea
and that all ministries will deal with it as a priority.

Ambassador Cho said in a separate interview with VOA that the COI report played a major role to the
improvement of the international society’s efforts for human rights in North Korea.

[Recording: Ambassador Tae-yong Cho] “The COI has released a very comprehensive report that
compiles all solutions and raises international issues on North Korea’s human rights issue” He
added, “I think it can be seen as a great achievement of COI and also showed the limitations of the
international community’s efforts. The world has called for improvement in North Korea’s human
rights, but the North Korean authorities ignored it and put its people in the throes of hunger, and I
think the situation is still the worst in the world”
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Ambassador Cho said he expects the international society to create public opinion based on the
experience of COI that can make stronger efforts to improve human rights in North Korea in the
future.

He then explained that the South Korea’s Yoon government has begun serious efforts to restart the
North Korean Human Rights Act.

[Recording: Ambassador Cho Tae-yong] "The first step of the efforts was the appointment of the
North Korean human rights ambassador, which had been vacant for four years. I think this is also a
starting point. In the future, we should work together with the international society to put pressure
on North Korea to improve human rights in North Korea, and we should directly try to improve
human rights and the people's livelihoods by resuming inter-Korean communication. Both of these
are very difficult without doubt, but I don't think the South Korean government or the South Korean
people should never ignore the pain that North Korean facing"

Greg Scalatoiu, executive director of the North Korean Human Rights Commission, who hosted the
event, cited VOA as the most urgent issue to implement among COI recommendations.

[Recording: Executive director of HRNK Greg Scarlatoiu ] “I think that in terms of accountability,
action has been lacking despite the fact that every year, ever since resolutions of the Human Rights
Council every spring and resolutions of the General Assembly every fall in New York do include a
paragraph or have included a paragraph on crimes against humanity and a paragraph on
accountability”

Greg Scarlatoiu also pointed out even after the COI report has been released, that “I think that in
terms of accountability, action has been lacking despite the fact that every year, ever since
resolutions of the Human Rights Council every spring and resolutions of the General Assembly every
fall in New York do include a paragraph or have included a paragraph on crimes against humanity
and a paragraph on accountability.

Eun-Jung Cho of VOA News reported.

Translated by Yubin Jun, HRNK Research Intern

Tuesday, March 14, 2023
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North Korean agent faces firing squad after he was caught
Googling Kim Jong-un

Top News:
North Korean agent faces firing squad after he was caught Googling Kim Jong-un (The Mirror,
03/13/2023)

Spy who dared to Google Kim Jong-un faces death by firing squad in North Korea (Metro,
03/13/2023)

In North Korea:
CMC Holds Meeting (North Korea Leadership Watch, 03 /14 /2023)
FM Issues Statement on human rights critique ahead of joint exercises (North Korea Leadership
Watch, 03/14/2023)
KJU Inspects “Fire Assault Drill” of KPA Artillery unit (North Korea Leadership Watch, 03 /14 /2023)
N.Korea fires two ballistic missiles as Freedom Shield exercise enters second day (The Korea Herald,
03/14/2023)

rth Korea fires two ballistic missiles ami - h Korea drills (UPI, 03 /14 /2023)
North fires 2 short-range missiles as Freedom Shield continues (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /14 /2023)

North launches 'strategic cruise missiles' from submarine, South-U.S. drills begin (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 03/14/2023)

rth Korea fir hort-range missil fter large-scal -ROK_drills kick off (NK News,
03/14,/2023)
North Korea fires two ballistic missiles in second launch this week (Korea JoongAng Daily,
03/14/2023)
North Korea launches 2 missiles to sea as allies hold drills (AP News, 03 /14 /2023)

N. Korean FM congratulates Chinese counterpart following new Beijing Cabinet confirmation
(Yonhap, 03/14,/2023)

SLCM Launched near Sinp'o (North Korea Leadership Watch, 03 /14,/2023)

Total area of N. Korea’s ri i wn in 2022 (The Korea Herald, 03/14,/2023)

In South Korea:
| ire _mor Ith j inter r nter North Korean thr (NK News,
03/14,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
Tensions rise on Korean Peninsula during largest Korea-US drill in years (The Korea Times,
03/14,/2023)

International:

DoD cites threats in Indo-Pacific in requesting record defense budget (Yonhap, 03/14/2023)

U.S. forced to intensify joint military drills in response to N. Korean provocations: State Dept.
(Yonhap, 03/14,/2023)

Top News:
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e A North Korean intelligence agent is facing the firing squad after he was caught using his
internet privileges to Google Kim Jong-un. Greg Scarlatoiu, director of the Committee for
Human Rights in North Korea, said the regime’s information firewall was falling apart. He
said: “Even the most trusted agents of the Kim regime are now attempting to access
information from the outside world. “The Kim family regime has stayed in power through
overwhelming coercion, punishment, surveillance and information control. “The regime
continues to see the very limited information entering the country from the outside world as
a grave threat to its grip on power‘Despite the regime's efforts, the North Korean
information firewall is slowly, but surely and steadily, crumbling. “Due to information
surreptitiously smuggled into the country, the oppression North Koreans face will eventually
come to a swift end” (Rachel Hagan, The Mirror)

e The unidentified agent faces death by firing squad for daring to read about the dictator from
within Bureau 10, the secretive agency monitoring internal and external communications in
the repressive state. Greg Scarlatoiu, director of the Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea, said the purge speaks to how the regime is increasingly struggling to maintain its iron
grip on the flow of information into the country. (Will Neal, Metro)

In North Korea:

e The Workers’ Party of Korea [WPK] Central Military Commission [CMC] met in an enlarged
session (or held on an expansion basis) at the WPK Central Committee Office Building on 12
March (Sunday). Technically, this was the 5th enlarged meeting of the 8th CMC. The CMC
gathered as “the whole country has turned out in the efforts to the implement the
resolutions of the 8th Congress of the WPK and plenary meetings of its Central Committee
in single-hearted unity” (North Korea Leadership Watch)

e The DPRK Foreign Ministry issued a statement on 13 March (Monday) ahead of the kick-off of
US-ROK joint exercises, Freedom Shield and Warrior Shield. The Foreign Ministry said: The
Foreign Ministry of the DPRK states as follows over the fact that the US heinous hostile acts
against our state have reached a grave phase which can not be overlooked: Timed to
coincide with the large-scale US-south Korea war exercises to be launched on March 13, the
US, together with its followers, is scheming to coercively call an informal UN Security
Council meeting to discuss the non-existent “human rights issue” of the DPRK. (North Korea
Leadership Watch)

e KJU was briefed about the training and political education of the artillery unit, its order of
battle and its equipment. He “highly appreciate that all the service personnel are
intensifying their combat and political training in a stand-by posture with high class
consciousness, transparent will to deal with the enemy and resolute viewpoint on struggle
and steadily perfecting their operational capability to successfully carry their important
military tasks.” (North Korea Leadership Watch)

e North Korea fired two ballistic missiles toward waters off its east coast on Tuesday, marking
its third missile launch in just six days as South Korea and the United States entered the
second day of the largest combined military exercise in years. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea fired two short-range ballistic missiles (SRBM) from its western coast into the
East Sea, South Korean military officials said Tuesday. The two SRBMs were launched from
Changyon, South Hwanghae Province, at 7:41 a.m. and 7:51 a.m., and landed in waters east of
the Korean Peninsula, according to the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). The missiles flew
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approximately 620 kilometers (385 miles), a range that would cover all of South Korea from
the launch site. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

North Korea launched two short-range ballistic missiles into the sea on Tuesday morning,
Seoul defense officials said, one day after the United States and South Korea kicked off their
largest joint military exercise in five years. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

North Korea fired two cruise missiles from a submarine in waters off its east coast Sunday,
according to its state media Monday, on the eve of the South and the United States' largest
joint military exercises in years. The "strategic cruise missiles" were fired from the
submarine 8.24 Yongung in waters off Kyongpho Bay in the East Sea in an underwater
launching drill held at dawn Sunday, according to the North's state-run Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA). (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korean military says it detected two ballistic missiles launched eastward from west
coast on Tuesday morning. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

North Korea launched two short-range ballistic missiles that landed in the East Sea on
Tuesday, according to South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff. The missiles were fired between
7:41 a.m. and 7:51 a.m. around Jangyon area in South Hwaghae Province. This is the second
missile launch by the North this week, in apparent protest of the Freedom Shield 11-day joint
exercise between South Korea and the United States that began Monday. (Lee Ho-Jeong,
Korea JoongAng Daily)

North Korea test-fired two short-range ballistic missiles in another show of force Tuesday, a
day after the United States and South Korea began military drills that Pyongyang views as an
invasion rehearsal. (Hyung-jin Kim, Kim Tong-hyung, AP News)

North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son-hui has sent a congratulatory message to her
Chinese counterpart following the confirmation of Beijing's new Cabinet, according to state
media Tuesday. (Yonhap)

The DPRK fired off submarine-launched cruise missiles during the morning of 12 March
(Sunday) from Kyongp'o Bay near Sinp'o, South Hamgyo'ng. DPRK state media reported that
the cruise missile drill used the tester submarine 8.24 Yongung. (North Korea Leadership
Watch)

The total area of North Korea’s rice paddies decreased by 0.8 percent in 2022 from a year
earlier, data showed, reflecting the reclusive regime’s challenging food shortages. The
North’s rice paddies totaled 539,569 hectares in 2022, an area slightly larger than the US
state of Delaware, compared to 544,006 hectares recorded in 2021, according to Statistics
Korea. (Nam Kyung-don, The Korea Herald)

In South Korea:

$5.6 billion plan aims to bolster defenses against DPRK missiles and boost domestic drone
development. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Korea fired two ballistic missiles toward the East Sea, Tuesday, ratcheting up tensions
on the Korean Peninsula as South Korea and the United States entered the second day of
their biggest combined military exercise in years. Pyongyang's latest show of force — which
came just two days after it tested submarine-launched cruise missiles — is an apparent
protest against the 11-day Freedom Shield exercise which it views as a "rehearsal for
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invasion." (Lee Hyo-jin, The Korea Times)

International:

e The U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) cited threats and challenges posed by China and
North Korea in requesting an increase in defense expenditures to a new record amount on
Monday. The defense department is requesting USS842 billion in spending for the fiscal year
2024, a 3.2 percent increase from the defense budget enacted in FY 2023 and a whopping
13.4 percent spike from the amount enacted in FY 2022, according to Deputy Secretary of
Defense Kathleen Hicks. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The United States is left with no other choice but to enhance its joint defense capabilities
with South Korea as North Korea continues to make provocations that threaten its ally, as
well as U.S. troops stationed there, a state department spokesperson said Monday. (Byun
Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Wednesday, March 15, 2023

North Korean Escapee Said, "Kim Ju-ae appears as 'Human
Shield", Prosecutors indict suspected spies for North Korea

Top News:

Translation] Human Righ n rth Korean E Reporter rth Korean E
Said, "Kim Ju-ae appears as 'Human Shield". (Radio Free Asia, 03,/01/2023)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom .
In North Korea:

Kor nfirms firin f 2 ground-to-groun llistic missil T (Yonhap,
03/15/2023)North Korea confirms missile launches, says it will 'annihilate the enemy' (UPI,
03/15/2023)

North Korea really hates U.S.-South Korea military drills. Here’'s why. (The Washington Post,
03/15/2023)North Korea says it fired two ‘tactical ballistic missiles’ in operational drill (NK News,
03/15/2023)

(NK News,

[l _NNOICd

03,/15,/2023)

In South Korea:

Prosecutors indict suspected spies for North Korea (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /15,/2023)
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Korean Air For n non rial drills amid NK missile launches (The Korea Herald,
03/15/2023) S. Korea joins US-led multinational anti-submarine exercise (The Korea Herald,
03/15/2023)

Yoon worried by North Korean spying scandal: ruling party sources (The Korea Herald, 03/15/2023)

International:

China says it’s ‘gravely concerned’ about US-ROK drills on Korean Peninsula (NK News, 03/15/2023)
Nuclear weapons use by North Korea will mean 'end of regime': Pentagon spokesperson (Yonhap,
03/15,/2023) N. Korean provocation cann -S. Korea joint military drills: rdin
(Yonhap, 03/15/2023)

Yoon: Seoul-Tokyo ties key to address N Korea, supply chains (AP News, 03/15/2023)

Top News:

e This is Jeong Young, the host of Human Rights as Seen by a North Korean Reporter. Recently,
there is a person who is attracting attention in the issues related to the Korean Peninsula.
She is the daughter of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, known as 'Kim Ju-ae' The North
Korean media are using and promoting grand titles such as “beloved child” and “honorable
child” to describe this child. In some cases, there are rumors that she is the next “successor”
surrounding her; the public opinion that disputes it is also formidable. Executive Director
Greg Scarlatoiu: It is possible that the Kim family is sending a message that they are
preparing for the succession of the fourth generation of power. On the other hand, that may
not be the case. Because in the past, Kim Jong-nam was thought to be the successor, but
that was proved to be incorrect. "There are still many variables to be considered in the
choice of the successor because the daughter, known as Kim Ju-ae, is young," Executive
Director Scarlatoiu said. In addition, he said that “there are no signs of an anomaly at this
moment that should prompt Kim Jong-un, now only 40, to decide on a successor.” He added,
“Kim Jong-un was only 24 years old when he was nominated as the successor to Kim Jong-il.
It's more important to turn our attention to Kim Ju-ae and figure out what North Korea’s
intentions are with this ploy,’ he added. Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu said that
although North Korea is a male-dominated society, the possibility that a woman from the
so-called "Baekdu lineage" could become the successor should be left open and watched
carefully. In other words, Kim Jong-un's younger sister Kim Yo-jeong, the Vice Minister of
the Labor Party, and Kim Ju-ae could also become successors. However, he emphasized that
“an enormous purge and struggle will be prevalent once again in the process of the fourth
generation succession of hereditary power” Executive Director Scarlatoiu: Wasn't Kim
Jong-un's Great Purge extremely evil? A purge of that extent was necessary because he had
no power base, and needed to create one very quickly. He said, “Countries that have a
4-generation hereditary succession are definitely countries that violate human rights”
Executive Director Scarlatoiu: Haven't the people been unable to participate in the political
process for over 70 years at this point? If this continues and goes up to the 4th generation of
succession, political participation will become even more impossible. So, if it goes to the 4th
generation, we have no choice but to predict that the human rights and human survival
security situation of North Koreans will deteriorate further. (Jeong Young, Radio Free Asia)

In North Korea:
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North Korea has launched two ground-to-ground ballistic missiles in a demonstration drill
designed to train sub-military units, vowing to "annihilate the enemy," according to state
media Wednesday. A missile unit of the North's military launched the missiles "in a
medium-range system" Tuesday in Jangyon, South Hwanghae Province. (Yonhap)

North Korea confirmed the launch of two medium-range ballistic missiles, warning that its
military would "surely annihilate the enemy if they fight it," state media reported Wednesday.
(Thomas Maresca, UPI)

North Korea is ratcheting up its missile launches over what it calls a “declaration of war” by
the United States and South Korea as the allies carry out major military exercises. (Min Joo
Kim, The Washington Post)

North Korea’s military launched two “ground-to-ground tactical ballistic missiles” on
Tuesday, pledging to further intensify launch activities to destroy the country’s “enemy,
according to state media. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

China’s decision to fully reopen its borders and begin issuing tourist visas for the first time in
years is unlikely to convince North Korea to follow suit, travel companies specializing in
DPRK tourism told NK News on Wednesday. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

In South Korea:

Prosecutors indicted four South Korean activists suspected of founding a pro-Pyongyang
spy ring based in Changwon, South Gyeongsang, on charges of violating the National
Security Law. The four suspects, who resided in Changwon, are accused of establishing an
underground organization called the Self-Reliant People's Liberation Front in 2016 to foment
unrest against the South Korean government and the U.S. military presence in the South.
(Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The South Korean Air Force’s major combat units conducted 36 hours of nonstop aerial drills
to hone its combat capabilities in real war conditions during the 11-day Freedom Shield
exercise of South Korea and the United States, the Air Force said Wednesday. (Ji Da-gyum,
The Korea Herald)

South Korea's Navy is participating in a US-led multinational anti-submarine warfare
exercise in waters off Guam, officials said Wednesday. (The Korea Herald)

President Yoon Suk Yeol expressed deep concerns over the latest North Korean spying
scandal during a dinner with the newly elected leaders of the ruling People Power Party on
Monday, according to sources familiar with the matter Wednesday. (Kim Arin, The Korea

Herald)

International:

China is “gravely concerned” about ongoing joint U.S.-South Korea military exercises on the
Korean Peninsula, a Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson said Tuesday, as North Korea
launches missiles and makes statements in opposition to the drills. (Chad O'Carroll, NK
News)

Any use of nuclear weapons by North Korea will be the end of the reclusive regime in
Pyongyang, a U.S. Department of Defense spokesperson said Tuesday, amid concerns of a
nuclear test by the reclusive country. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

North Korea's continued provocations will not stop the United States from conducting joint
military exercises with South Korea, a spokesperson for the U.S. National Security Council
(NSC) said Tuesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

193


https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230315000651325?section=nk/nk
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2023/03/15/missile-launch-annihilate-the-enemy-Freedom-Strike-joint-drill/1131678872284/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/03/15/north-korea-us-south-military-drills/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/03/north-korea-says-it-fired-two-tactical-ballistic-missiles-in-operational-drill/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/03/north-korea-unlikely-to-follow-china-and-reopen-borders-to-tourism-experts-say/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/03/15/national/socialAffairs/North-Korea-spy-ring-Changwon/20230315150852901.html?detailWord=
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230315000714&ACE_SEARCH=1
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230315000762&ACE_SEARCH=1
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230315000702&ACE_SEARCH=1
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230315000702&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://www.nknews.org/2023/03/china-says-its-gravely-concerned-about-us-rok-drills-on-korean-peninsula/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/03/china-says-its-gravely-concerned-about-us-rok-drills-on-korean-peninsula/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230315000400325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230315000251325?section=nk/nk

e South Korea’s president wants to quickly overcome decades of lingering hostility left over
from Japan’s colonial rule of the Korean Peninsula and forge a united front on North Korea’s
nuclear threats and other regional security and economic challenges facing the neighbors.
(Hyung-Jin Kim, Kim Tong-Hyung, AP News)

[Translation] Human Rights as seen by a North Korean Escapee Reporter] North Korean Escapee
Said, "Kim Ju-ae appears as 'Human Shield".

This is Jeong Young, the host of <Human Rights as Seen by a North Korean Reporter>. Recently,
there is a person who is attracting attention in the issues related to the Korean Peninsula. She is the
daughter of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, known as 'Kim Ju-ae' The North Korean media are
using and promoting grand titles such as “beloved child” and “honorable child” to describe this child.
In some cases, there are rumors that she is the next “successor” surrounding her; the public opinion
that disputes it is also formidable.

North Korea experts have no doubts about North Korea's fourth-generation hereditary succession,
but they are cautious, saying that they will "need to see" whether she, who is just a teenager, will
become the official successor. The reason is that there are still many variables at play because she is
too young, and it is not desirable for a woman to be the successor in North Korea, a very
male-centered and patriarchal society. However, as long as Kim Jong-un has already determined the
fourth generation of hereditary succession, there is also a diagnosis that the human rights situation
of North Koreans will worsen. In fact, some North Korean defectors even analyze that North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un is accompanied by his daughter to avoid US drone attacks.

<Human Rights as seen by a North Korean Escapee Reporter> Today, we will discuss the impact that
North Korea's "four generations of hereditary succession” will have.

On November 18 last year, the daughter of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, known as Kim Ju-ae,
first appeared in official media.

Holding her father's hand, she came to the launch site of the 'Hwasong-17, an intercontinental
ballistic missile that is said to be able to strike the US mainland.

At the time, the public was generally surprised that Kim Jong-un took his young daughter to a
dangerous weapons test site, rather than to an amusement park or some other family trip. After that,
Kim Jong-un's daughter appeared at a commemorative photo ceremony to celebrate the successful
launch of the Hwasong-17, and also appeared at a banquet commemorating the 75th anniversary of
the founding of the People's Army. A seasoned North Korean general bowed at a 90-degree angle to
the daughter, and she also took a picture surrounded by highly-decorated generals. In this regard,
the Washington Post analyzed this as a clear sign that Kim Ju-ae has been identified as the
successor. Among some experts, it has become the subject of a 'successor' controversy. Greg
Scarlatoiu, executive director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, said it seems
certain that North Korea will go on with the 4th-generation hereditary succession, but it is too early
to conclude that Kim Ju-ae has been decidedly picked.

Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu: It is possible that the Kim family is sending a message that they
are preparing for the succession of the fourth generation of power. On the other hand, that may not
be the case. Because in the past, Kim Jong-nam was thought to be the successor, but that was
proved to be incorrect.
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"There are still many variables to be considered in the choice of the successor because the daughter,
known as Kim Ju-ae, is young,' Executive Director Scarlatoiu said. In addition, he said that “there are
no signs of an anomaly at this moment that should prompt Kim Jong-un, now only 40, to decide on a
successor.” He added, “Kim Jong-un was only 24 years old when he was nominated as the successor
to Kim Jong-il. It's more important to turn our attention to Kim Ju-ae and figure out what North
Korea’s intentions are with this ploy," he added.

Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu said that although North Korea is a male-dominated society, the
possibility that a woman from the so-called "Baekdu lineage" could become the successor should be
left open and watched carefully. In other words, Kim Jong-un's younger sister Kim Yo-jeong, the
Vice Minister of the Labor Party, and Kim Ju-ae could also become successors. However, he
emphasized that “an enormous purge and struggle will be prevalent once again in the process of the
fourth generation succession of hereditary power.”

Executive Director Scarlatoiu: Wasn't Kim Jong-un's Great Purge extremely evil? A purge of that
extent was necessary because he had no power base, and needed to create one very quickly. He
said, “Countries that have a 4-generation hereditary succession are definitely countries that violate
human rights”

Executive Director Scarlatoiu: Haven't the people been unable to participate in the political process
for over 70 years at this point? If this continues and goes up to the 4th generation of succession,
political participation will become even more impossible. So, if it goes to the 4th generation, we have
no choice but to predict that the human rights and human survival security situation of North
Koreans will deteriorate further.

On the 27th, South Korean Unification Minister Kwon Young-se expressed his position that it was a
little too early to regard Kim Ju-ae as the successor. This was interpreted to reveal the South Korean
government's view of Kim Ju-ae, who often appears in North Korean media.

Meanwhile, North Korean defectors say that they cannot imagine a woman becoming the successor
in North Korea, a male-dominated society. These are the words of Mr. Han, a North Korean defector
living in the Midwest of the United States.

Mr. Han: It is nonsense to solidify the succession to a daughter who is a little over 10 years old. This
hereditary succession cannot happen right now, and women cannot be leaders in North Korea. If
that happens, Kim Jong-un's younger sister, Kim Yeo-jung, will have to be purged. That means that
it's over if you become a power rival.

Mr. Han expressed his personal opinion that the appearance of Kim Jong-un's daughter could be
related to the latest American unmanned aerial vehicle 'MQ9' recently deployed in Japan.

Mr. Han: From my point of view, it has more to do with the ‘MQ9’ deployed in Japan rather than
hereditary succession. That's why (Kim Jong-un) brought his daughter out, in fear that he would be
killed. He is using her as a human shield.

On November 21 last year, Japanese media reported that nine US MQ9 drones were deployed to the
Kanoya Air Base in Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan. In the meantime, Japanese media, including the
Asahi Shimbun, have reported that the latest attack drones of the US military are temporarily
deployed in Japan to respond to China's threat to Taiwan and the conflict on the Korean Peninsula.
Mr. Han pointed out that the deployment of this drone coincided with when Kim Jong-un was
accompanied by his daughter, and it could be seen as an attempt to be safe from US attack.
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Mr. Han: Kim Jong-un’s thinking is that if he has his child next to him, even the United States cannot
kill him. You see this in American movies, right? ‘I have to kill him, but I couldn't shoot him for fear of
hurting the innocent civilians next to him. That's why from how I see it, Kim Jong-un seems to have
brought his daughter as a shield. Making a 10-year-old the heir is nonsense.

The US military drone MQQ is the latest improved version of the MQI drone named Predator, that
raged in the Iraq War. This drone can fly 8,500 km once lifted and can stay afloat for 32 hours.
Because it moves at an altitude of 15 kilometers, it is difficult to spot from the ground, and it is also
nicknamed the "assassin in the sky" and "silent assassin' because of its silence and very high
accuracy rate. In January 2020, Qassem Suleiman, a commander of Iran's Revolutionary Guards who
had been hostile to the United States, was assassinated with this drone. At that time, the body of
Gasem Suleiman was so damaged that it could not be recognized, and identification was said to be
confirmed through the ring on his finger.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un is also frantically conducting a test launch of the Hwasong-15 and
17-type intercontinental ballistic missiles with the goal of striking the US mainland. The American
people feel a security threat in the face of this, and at one point, public opinion about the
assassination of Kim Jong-un was heightened. In 2014, ‘The Interview, a movie about the
assassination of Kim Jong-un was produced. A North Korean defector living in the United States
claimed that Chairman Kim Jong-un, who is aware of the cases of US drone attacks on terrorists and
their supporters worldwide, is trembling with fear to the extent that he would use his daughter as a
shield.

Mr. Han: Didn't the United States kill the commander of the Iranian army a few years ago? That MQ9
is now near North Korea. The United States can'’t fire the drone if there is a child with him, which is
why he is bringing out his child. Would a child be more precious than his own destiny?

Japanese media are analyzing the MQ9, a US military drone deployed at Kanoya Air Station in
Kagoshima Prefecture, as a response to the North Korean nuclear threat. Public opinion in Japan is
seething with anti-North Korea sentiment as every time North Korea launches an intercontinental
ballistic missile, it is fired toward the Japanese archipelago. In international politics, cutting out the
source of provocation as a precaution is also interpreted as a concept of self-defense. In the
'Japanese Defense White Paper' published in 2022, China is seen as Japan's biggest threat, followed
by North Korea and Russia. North Koreans perceive the disclosure of North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un's daughter as a confirmation of the "fourth generation hereditary succession." Mr. Han
pointed out, "Recently, there is news that people are starving to death due to food shortages, but
showing the image of Kim Jong-un's daughter could have the opposite effect.

Mr. Han: I don't think North Koreans will look at it. North Koreans are starving to death, but see that
his daughter has gained weight. In the eyes of the North Korean people, seeing that Kim Jong-un has
gained weight, is not a good image to look at in the first place.

<Human Rights as Seen by a North Korean Escapee Reporter> Today, we talked about the
background of the appearance of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un's daughter and the impact of the
"fourth generation of hereditary succession” on human rights. Listeners, this is the end of today's

session. Thank you.

Reporter Jeong Young, editor Lee Jin-seo, web team Kim Sang-il
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One Decade Since the UN COIl... In addressing the North Korean
regime’s violation of human rights, ‘accountability’ is important

Top News:

Translation] One Decade Since the UN COIL... In addressing the North Korean regime’s violation of

human rights, ‘accountability’ is important. (VOA, 03/01/2023)
*This video has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom .

In North Korea:

N. Korea fires one ICBM ahead of S. Korea-Japan summit: military (Yonhap, 03/16,/2023)

North Korea fires ballistic missile ahead of South Korea-Japan summit (The Telegraph, 03 /16 /2023)
fires ICBM ah f S. Korea-Japan summit (The Korea Herald, 03/16 /2023)

North Korea fires long-range ballistic missile (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /16 /2023)
North Korea fires long range missile ahead of Japan-South Korea talks (BBC, 03/16,/2023)
North Korea fires long-range missile ahead of South Korean Presidents trip to Japan (CNN,
03/16,/2023)
North Korea fires long-range ballistic missile into East Sea: ROK military (NK News, 03 /16,/2023)
North Korea fires long-range rocket on eve of Japan-South Korea summit (The Washington Post,
03/16,/2023)

rth Korea launches ICBM ah f h Korea-Japan summit (Reuters, 03,/16,/2023)
North Korea launches ICBM before South Korea-Japan summit (AP, 03,/16,/2023)
North Korea launches ICBM before South Korea-Japan summit (UPI, 03/16,/2023)

North Korea’s Energy Sector: State Solar Electricity Research and Manufacturing (38 North,
03/15/2023)

In South Korea:

Four South Koreans indicted for allegedly spying for North Korea near Busan (NK News, 03/16,/2023)

National Security Council convenes over N.Korea’s ICBM launch (The Korea Herald, 03 /16 /2023)
President Yoon Suk Yeol warn rth after missile launched (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /16 /2023)

Seoul unveils steps to improve resettlement support for N. Korean defectors (Yonhap, 03 /16 /2023)

Why South Koreans should have access to Pyongyang's propaganda media (The Korea Times,
03/16,/2023)

International:
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North Korea says U.S, South Korea drills are dangerous provocation (Reuters, 03 /16 /2023)
Nuke use by North would mean end of regime: U.S. (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /16,/2023)

U.S. condemns N. Korea's ballistic missile launch, calls on Pyongyang to engage in dialogue: State
Dept. (Yonhap, 03/16,/2023)

rmany tak wn_darknet cr mixer ti rth Korean money laundering (NK Pro,

03,/16,/2023)

Top News:

[Translated Video] In celebration of the 10th anniversary of the establishment of the UN
Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in North Korea (COI), human rights experts have
suggested that the world should draw attention to the human rights issue in North Korea.
The UN Special Rapporteur for North Korean Human Rights and South Korea's
Ambassador-at-Large for North Korean Human Rights stressed that efforts to hold
accountability for human rights violations in North Korea must continue. Reporter Jo
Eun-jeong reports. In celebration of the 10th anniversary of the UN Commission of Inquiry
on Human Rights in North Korea (COI), former and current officials from the United States,
South Korea, and the United Nations, who were in charge of North Korean human rights
issues, attended a forum hosted by the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea. (Cho
Fun-jung, VOA)

In North Korea:

North Korea fired a long-range ballistic missile toward the East Sea on Thursday, Seoul's
military said, hours before summit talks between the leaders of South Korea and Japan on
pending bilateral issues and regional security. (Song Sang-ho, Chae Yun-hwan, Yonhap)
North Korea test-launched an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) on Thursday, in a
show of military force just hours before a landmark meeting between the leaders of South
Korea and Japan in Tokyo. (Nicola Smith, The Telegraph)

North Korea fired a long-range ballistic missile on Thursday morning, hours before a summit
in Tokyo between the leaders of South Korea and Japan aimed at mending years of strained
ties over historic disputes and enhancing security cooperation. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea
Herald)

North Korea fired a long-range ballistic missile from Pyongyang on Thursday morning,
according to South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff. (Lim Jeong-Won, Korea JoongAng Daily)
North Korea fired an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) just hours before the leaders of
South Korea and Japan were due to meet for landmark talks. (Laura Gozzi, Kelly Ng, BBC)
North Korea launched a long-range ballistic missile early Thursday, according to officials in
Japan and South Korea, the same day leaders from the two US allies are due to meet in Tokyo
for the first such summit in 12 years. (Gawon Bae, CNN)

North Korea has fired an unidentified long-range ballistic missile toward the East Sea (Sea of
Japan), its fourth launch event in about a week, South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS)
announced Thursday morning. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

North Korea fired a long-range rocket, probably an intercontinental ballistic missile, on
Thursday morning, hours before the South Korean and Japanese leaders were due to hold a
significant summit and as the American and South Korean militaries continue major military

exercises. (Min Joo Kim, The Washington Post)
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e North Korea fired a suspected intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) into the sea between
the Korean peninsula and Japan on Thursday, hours before South Korea's president flew to
Tokyo for a summit that discussed ways to counter the nuclear-armed North. (Josh Smith,
Soo-Hyang Choi, Reuters)

e North Korea test-launched an intercontinental ballistic missile Thursday just hours before
the leaders of South Korea and Japan were to meet at a Tokyo summit expected to be
overshadowed by North Korean nuclear threats. (Hyung-Jin Kim, Kim Tong-Hyung, AP)

e North Korea launched an intercontinental ballistic missile into the sea Thursday morning,
Seoul's military said, hours before the leaders of South Korea and Japan were set to hold a
summit on regional security issues in Tokyo. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

e Hydropower still makes up the bulk of the country’s renewable energy generation, but solar
has become increasingly important over the past decade. This rising priority is reflected in
the state’s establishment of the legal basis for pursuing it, as well as the establishment of
scientific research institutions and commercial capabilities. As a result, the use of solar
energy is transitioning from spot solutions for individual homes and buildings to surplus
electricity generation to feed into the national grid. (Martyn Williams, 38 North)

In South Korea:

e South Korean authorities have indicted four ROK nationals on charges of taking payments
and orders from Pyongyang, in connection with an investigation into an alleged North
Korean spy ring in the southern city of Changwon. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e The presidential office has convened a National Security Council meeting after North Korea
launched an intercontinental ballistic missile Thursday morning in the run-up to the summit
between South Korean and Japanese leaders. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol warned Thursday that North Korea “will certainly pay” for its
“reckless provocations” at a morning National Security Council (NSC) meeting that took
place just after a long-range ballistic missile launch from the North was detected. (Michael
Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

° South Korea decided to increase the level of support for North Korean defectors'
resettlement to better protect their new-found livelihoods here, the unification ministry said
Thursday. (Yonhap)

e Back when South Korea was poorer than the North economically, the regime's propaganda
was a major threat to its very survival, prompting its leaders to enact the National Security
Act to counter those messages. [...] Experts say the ban is obsolete and only benefits the
regime, which shuns — and fears — any type of transparency. They call for change, saying
that worries about the potential influence of North Korea's propaganda here are overblown.
(Jung Min-ho, The Korea Times)

International:

e North Korea's ambassador warned on Thursday that recent military drills by the United
States and South Korea were a dangerous provocation that could lead to a crisis, adding that
the countries appeared to be preparing for a war of aggression.(Reuters)

e The Pentagon reiterated that the use of nuclear weapons by North Korea would spell the end
of the totalitarian regime. (Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)
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e The United States condemns North Korea's latest ballistic missile launch, a State Department
spokesperson said Wednesday, calling it a threat to international peace and security. (Byun
Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e A US.-led international investigation has led to the takedown of a cryptocurrency mixer
allegedly used to launder over $3 billion worth of virtual currency since 2017, including
proceeds from major North Korean heists, the Justice Department announced Wednesday.
(Shreyas Reddy, NK Pro)

[Translation] One Decade Since the UN COL... In addressing the North Korean regime’s violation
of human rights, ‘accountability’ is important

In celebration of the 10th anniversary of the establishment of the UN Commission of Inquiry on
Human Rights in North Korea (COI), human rights experts have suggested that the world should
draw attention to the human rights issue in North Korea.

The UN Special Rapporteur for North Korean Human Rights and South Korea's
Ambassador-at-Large for North Korean Human Rights stressed that efforts to hold accountability
for human rights violations in North Korea must continue. Reporter Jo Eun-jeong reports.

In celebration of the 10th anniversary of the UN Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in North
Korea (COI), former and current officials from the United States, South Korea, and the United
Nations, who were in charge of North Korean human rights issues, attended a forum hosted by the
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea.

Michael Kirby, former chairman of the COI on Human Rights in North Korea, emphasized that the
international community is currently focusing on the situation in Ukraine, and that the issue of
North Korean human rights needs to be rekindled worldwide.

Michael Kirby, Former COI Chairman (UN Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in North Korea):

“To break through the barriers of indifference that often accompany international affairs, we need to
find new ways to re-engage with the international community as well as communities concerned
with security and human rights issues.”

Roberta Cohen, former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights, also stressed the role
of the United States and South Korea, saying that UN agencies must be pressured to maintain
interest in the North Korean human rights issue.
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Roberta Cohen, Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights:

“A strong coalition of nations is essential. Both South Korea and the United States are again
prioritizing human rights in North Korea and have appointed special envoys for North Korean
human rights. The United States and South Korea should prioritize gathering support for a formal
and open meeting on the North Korean human rights issue in the UN Security Council”

Elizabeth Salmén, the United Nations Special Rapporteur for North Korea Human Rights, pointed
out in a video message that the COI report recommended that those responsible for crimes against
humanity be referred to the International Criminal Court or Special International Court, but
accountability remains a challenge.

Elizabeth Salmon, UN Special Rapporteur for North Korea Human Rights:

“We plan to further review the implementation of the recommendations made by the COI this year.
At the same time, we will continue to highlight the dire situation facing the North Korean people and
the urgent need for the international community to engage in North Korean human rights issues”

Lee Shin-hwa, Ambassador-at-Large for North Korean Human Rights at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of South Korea, emphasized the importance of the international community's efforts and
evidence collection to hold perpetrators accountable.

Lee Shin-hwa, Ambassador-at-Large for North Korean Human Rights, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Republic of Korea:

“I sincerely hope that the North Korean human rights issue will be evaluated through a thorough
analysis and accumulation of solid evidence, and that the international community will work
tirelessly to find a good approach and solution while cooperating with each other”

South Korean Ambassador to the United States Cho Tae-yong, who attended the event, emphasized
the South Korean government's efforts to improve human rights in North Korea.

Cho Tae-yong, Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to the United States:

“The international community should work together to put pressure on North Korea to improve
human rights in North Korea, and then resume inter-Korean communication, which is currently not
open, to directly lead the North Korean authorities to improve human rights and improve the lives of
North Koreans”

Human rights experts urged further efforts to infiltrate the North Korean people while maintaining
pressure on the regime in order to make tangible progress on the human rights situation in North
Korea.
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Robert Joseph, Former Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International Security:

“We believe that if North Koreans are provided with information about the outside world, they will
learn about the system's corruption and learn about their deplorable human rights situation. North
Koreans can change the regime”

In addition, human rights experts requested that the United States and South Korea play a leading
role in the United Nations in strong solidarity urging many countries to participate, saying that
international interest in the North Korean human rights issue should be rekindled around the world.

This is VOA News Cho Eun-jung.

Translated by Haeun Moon, HRNK Research Intern

Prepared by Myriam Aribaud, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Friday, March 17, 2023

NK leader says nuclear buildup is to ‘strike fear into enemies’;

North Korea says tested missile was Hwasong-17 ICBM
In North Korea:
Domestic-facing North Korean media condemns US-ROK drills in rare commentary (NK News,
03/17/2023)
KJU Attends Long Range Missile Drill (North Korea Leadership Watch, 03/17/2023)
NK leader says nuclear buildup is to ‘strike fear into enemies’ (The Korea Herald, 03/17/2023)

N. Korea test-fired Hwasong-17 ICBM in warning to enemies holding allied drills: state media
(Yonhap, 03/17/2023)

North Korea says it launched Hwasong-17 ICBM to counter ‘invasive’ US-ROK drills (NK News,
03/17/2023)

North Korea says tested missile was Hwasong-17 ICBM (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /17/2023)
North Korea’s Science and Technology Journals (38 North, 03/17/2023)
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International:

South Korea and Japan normalize information-sharing pact to deter North Korea (NK News,
03/17/2023)The_African president’s daughter adopted by a North Korean dictator (The Telegraph,
03/17/2023)

U.S.-S. Korea military exercises deter N. Korean aggression: Pentagon (Yonhap, 3/17/2023)
In North Korea:

e Rodong Sinmun slams Yoon Suk-yeol and details US military assets in what experts call
effort to ratchet up tensions. (Chad O'Carroll, Seung-Yeon Chung, NK News)

e Kim Jong Un (Kim Cho'ng-u'n; KJU) and his daughter, Kim Ju Ae (Kim Chu-a’e), attended a
drill involving the Hwasong-17 intercontinental ballistic missile on 16 March (Thursday) at
Sunan International Airport in Pyongyang. The drill was held during the “grave situation in
which the most unstable security environment is being created in the Korean peninsula due
to the frantic, provocative and aggressive large-scale war drills conducted by the US and
south Korean puppet traitors against the DPRK” The drill was held after its pro forma
authorization by the Workers’ Party of Korea [WPK] Central Military Commission [CMC]
during its last expanded meeting on 12 March (Sunday). (North Korea Leadership Watch)

e Kim's threat was delivered while he was guiding the “launching drill” of the Hwasong-17
intercontinental ballistic missile Thursday. He was accompanied by his teenage daughter,
Kim Ju-ae, North Korean state media reported on Friday. “Dear Respected Comrade Kim
Jong-un said he continues to make the US and South Korea, which frequently conduct
large-scale military exercises on the Korean Peninsula flagrantly showing enmity toward the
DPRK, aware of the recklessness of such acts, state media said in a Korean language
dispatch, referring to North Korea as the acronym of its official name, the Democratic
People’s Public of Korea. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea has test-fired a Hwasong-17 intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) in a show
of the "toughest response posture" of its strategic forces against "aggressive" massive
combined drills by the United States and South Korea, Pyongyang's state media reported
Friday. (Yi Wonju, Yonhap)

e State media reports Kim Jong Un and daughter watched launch of DPRK’s largest missile
meant to ‘send warning’ to enemies. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korea's state media said Friday that it test-fired a Hwasong-17 intercontinental
ballistic missile (ICBM) the day before to demonstrate its “toughest response posture”
against the ongoing combined military exercise between South Korea and the United States.
In an English-language news report published by Pyongyang’s official mouthpiece, the
Korean Central News Agency (KNCA), the regime said the test was personally supervised by
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un. (Lee Sung-un, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e Studying North Korea’s academic journals can provide valuable insights into the country’s
thoughts about its own trajectory—what ideas are being explored, tested and supported.
They may also shed light on debate among scientists and academics regarding the pros and
cons of various policies and science and technology (S&T) initiatives. Unfortunately, many of
these journals are published only in Korean and can be difficult to obtain outside of the

country. (38 North)

International:
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e Experts say move will improve missile tracking and defense, after Yoon and Kishida stress
security cooperation at summit, (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e As a child, Monica Macias was sent to be raised' (or 'brainwashed’) by Kim Il-sung, as she
recounts in her memoir Black Girl from Pyongyang. (Helen Brown, The Telegraph)

e Joint military exercises between the United States and its allies are working effectively to
deter aggression despite continued provocations from North Korea, a U.S. Department of
Defense spokesperson said Thursday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Saturday, March 18, 2023

North Korea says 800,000 youth join military to ‘wipe out’ the US
and ROK, US accuses China of trying to hide North Korea
atrocities

In North Korea:
North Korea says 800,000 youth join military to 'wipe out' the US and ROK (NK News, 03 /18,/2023)
rth Korean Defectors P light on Rights A (VOA, 03/17/2023)
North Korean planes active at Pyongyang airport hours after runway missile test (NK News,
03/17/2023)

International:
U.S. accuses China of trying to hide North Korea atrocities (Reuters, 03 /18 /2023)
West spotlights North Korean human rights abuses; China opposes (AP News, 03 /18 /2023)

In North Korea:

e A day after launching a long-range nuclear missile as a warning to the U.S. and South Korea,
“around 800,000” young North Koreans signed up for military service and vowed to
“completely wipe out” enemies and unify the Koreas, according to state media on Saturday.
(Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and his family were “able to build nuclear weaponry with
no resistance from the North Korean public, while thousands of the people starved to death,
because they have never learned about the concept of human rights, so they didn't
understand their human rights were violated,” Lee said. “Even if some do understand, they
are held hostage by guilt by association and systematic oppression.” (Margaret Besheer, VOA)
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e North Korean passenger planes and Kim Jong Un’s private jet appeared to be on the move at
Pyongyang International Airport on Thursday, just hours after the country launched a
long-range missile from the airport’s runway, according to NK Pro analysis of satellite
imagery. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

International:

e The United States accused China on Friday of attempting to hide North Korea's atrocities
from the world by blocking the webcast of an informal meeting of United Nations Security
Council members on accusations of human rights abuses by Pyongyang. (Michelle Nichols,
Reuters)

e The United States, its Western allies and experts shone a spotlight on the dire human rights
situation and increasing repression in North Korea at a U.N. meeting Friday that China and
Russia denounced as a politicized move likely to further escalate tensions on the Korean
peninsula. (Edith M. Lederer, AP News)

Prepared by Rachel Baek, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, March 19, 2023

N. Korea slams U.S., U.N. for addressing human rights violations,
missile provocation; NK tests missile as allies stage joint drills

In North Korea:
North fires missile into East Sea ahead of UN meeting (The Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /19,/2023)

North Korea fires ballistic missile as US bombers join drills (The Korea Times, 03 /19,/2023)
North Korea fires another ballistic missile (The Korea JoongAng Daily, 03,/19/2023)

North Korea fires short-range missile eastward from main spaceport area: JCS (NK News,
03/19/2023)

North Korea launches missile into sea amid US-SKorea drill (AP News, 03/19/2023)
North Korea tests missile as allies stage joint drills (The Korea Herald, 03/19/2023)

N. Korea slams U.S., UN. for addressing human rights violations, missile provocation (Yonhap,
03/19/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea fired a ballistic missile that landed in the East Sea, according to South Korea's
Joint Chiefs of Staff on Sunday, ahead of a scheduled United Nations Security Council
meeting in New York on Monday to discuss the North's recent missile launches. The
suspected short-range ballistic missile (SRBM) was launched at 11:05 a.m. from Tongchang-ri,
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North Pyongan Province, and traveled roughly 800 kilometers (497 miles) before splashing
down in waters east of the Korean Peninsula. (Michael Lee, The Korea JoongAng Daily)

e The Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said that it detected the missile launched from Dongchang-ri,
North Korea's key long-range rocket shooting site in its northwestern coast, at 11:05 a.m. It
flew about 800 kilometers across land before falling into the waters off its east coast. (Jung
Min-ho, The Korea Times)

e The launch is the fourth to be carried out by the North since March 12. South Korea and the
United States kicked off joint military exercises on March 13. (Lee Ho-Jeong, The Korea
JongAng Daily)

e Launch comes three days after ICBM test that DPRK called ‘warning’ against ongoing
US-ROK drills. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korea launched a short-range ballistic missile toward the sea on Sunday, its neighbors
said, ramping up testing activities in response to ongoing U.S.-South Korean military drills
that it views as an invasion rehearsal. (Hyung-jin Kim. AP News)

e North Korea launched yet another ballistic missile toward the sea between South Korea and
Japan on Sunday, while South Korea and the United States staged their annual joint military
exercises aimed at dismantling the isolated country’s nuclear arsenal. (Choi Si-young, The
Korea Herald)

e On Friday, the U.S. co-hosted an informal meeting highlighting the human rights violations
in the reclusive nation at the UNSC. U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres also
condemned the North's recent test-launch of an intercontinental ballistic missile as a
violation of UNSC resolutions on the same day. In response to the meeting, the North's
mission to the U.N. said in a statement that Pyongyang "will counter the illegal 'human rights'
campaign by the U.S. and its followers with the most powerful means," according to the
North's official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). (Yonhap)

Monday, March 20, 2023

North Korea holds nuclear counterattack simulation drills

In North Korea:
North claims 1.4 million have enlisted. re-enlisted in armed forces (Korea JoongAng Daily,
03,/20,/2023)
North conducts nuke counterattack drills over weekend (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /20,/2023)

rth Korea: L missile simul nuclear counter. k (AP News, 03/20,/2023)
N. Korea holds nuclear counterattack simulation drills; Kim urges perfect readiness: KCNA (Yonhap
News, 03,/20,/2023)
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Kim Jong Un an hter watch missil imulating nuclear k on ROK (NK News,
03,/20,/2023)
The clumsy propaganda of North Korean radio plays (NK News, 03,/20,/2023)

Why normalizing US-North Korea relations is a prerequisite for denuclearization (NK News,
03,/20/2023)

International:
Unification minister to visit Japan this week to discuss N. Korea (Yonhap News, 03/20/20)

In North Korea:

e North Korean state media claimed Monday that 1.4 million people, including high school
students, had enlisted or re-enlisted in the country’s armed forces to help the regime
“destroy” its enemies. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea's state media reported Monday that the regime conducted drills simulating
nuclear counterattacks against its enemies during the weekend. (Michael Lee, Korea
JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea said Monday it simulated a nuclear attack on South Korea with a ballistic missile
launch over the weekend that was its fifth missile demonstration this month to protest the
largest joint military exercises in years between the U.S. and South Korea. (Kim Tong-Hyung,
AP News)

e North Korea said Monday it conducted drills simulating a tactical nuclear counterattack
against its enemies over the weekend, as the United States and South Korea are staging their
joint annual military exercise. (Kim Soo-Yeon, Yonhap News)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un took his daughter to another missile test on Sunday aimed
at “simulating a nuclear attack on a major target of the enemy,” according to state media.
(Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e South Korea has firmly established itself as the wealthier and more powerful of the two
Koreas, in particular since the end of the Cold War brought economic ruin and widespread
famine to North Korea. But this has not stopped Pyongyang propagandists from looking for
ways to influence their neighbors. (Tatiana Gabroussenko, NK News)

e One of the most severe misunderstandings of U.S. engagement with North Korea is what,
exactly, the two sides are negotiating. And as tensions once again rise on the peninsula, this
misunderstanding now stands in the way of de-escalation and re-engagement efforts.
(Marialaura De Angelis, NK News)

International:

e South Korea's top point man on North Korea will visit Japan this week to discuss
Seoul-Tokyo cooperation on Pyongyang and other pending issues. (Yonhap News)

Prepared by Jack Boone, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Tuesday, March 21, 2023

How North Korea's weapons overshadow human rights abuses

Top News:

How North Korea's weapons overshadow human rights abuses (Deutsche Welle, 03 /20,/2023)
In North Korea:

Major N. Korean websites offline as of Tuesday morning (Yonhap News, 03 /21/2023)

North Korea’s new silo-based missile raises risk of prompt preemptive strikes (NK News,
03/21/2023)

In South Korea:

New ROK sanctions target North Korea’s satellite and missile programs (NK News, 03/21/2023)

International:

Impunity for human rights violations, corruption remains widespread in N. Korea in 2022: U.S. report
(Yonhap News, 03 /21/2023)

US says China and Russia blocking UN action on North Korea (AP News, 03/20,/2023)

Top News:

The defectors complained that the systematic human rights abuses in North Korea are not
receiving adequate attention in the West. These issues took center stage at the EU panel in
Strasbourg, organized by The Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK), a
Washington-based think-tank working to raise awareness about right issues in North Korea.
"The challenge before, during and after the [formation of] the UN Commission of Inquiry is
that human rights are always outperformed by other issues: military, nuclear, missiles,
security," said Greg Scarlatoiu, executive director of HRNK. He emphasized, however, that
human rights should be a priority for the international community. (Shamil Shams, Deutsche

Welle)

In North Korea:

Websites of some major North Korean organs, including the country's state media outlets
and the foreign ministry, were knocked offline for an unknown reason Tuesday morning.
(Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap News)

North Korea conducted an operational ballistic missile launch from a fixed, land-based silo
for the first time on Sunday, a step toward deploying tactical nuclear weapons that can carry
out preemptive strikes faster than ever. (Ankit Panda, NK News)

In South Korea:

South Korea has imposed new sanctions targeting North Korea’s satellite development as
part of a wider push to curb its “parade of provocations,” Seoul’s foreign ministry announced
Tuesday, ahead of North Korea’s expected launch of a reconnaissance satellite later this year.
(Shreyas Reddy, NK News)
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International:

e North Korea continued to show no respect for basic human rights and freedoms of its people
in 2022 while impunity for corruption continued to remain widespread, an annual U.S. report
said Monday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap News)

e The United States accused China and Russia on Monday of shielding North Korea from any
action by the U.N. Security Council for its unprecedented spate of intercontinental ballistic
missile launches, which violate multiple U.N. resolutions and jeopardize international
aviation and maritime safety. (Edith M. Lederer, AP News)

Prepared by Venesia Delancy, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240509075847 /https: //mailchi.mp/3c57deec6701/hrnk-news-itemsnorth-korea-holds-nucl
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Wednesday, March 22, 2023

North Korean Escapee Women Testified at a European Parliament Event that "The Whole
of North Korea is a Prison"

Top News:

North Korean Escapee Women Testified at a European Parliament Event that “The Whole of North
Korea is a Prison” (Radio Free Asia, 03 /14 /23)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom
In North Korea:

North Korea fires multiple cruise missiles (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /22 /2023)

N. Korea warns against U.S. push for complete denuclearization (Yonhap, 03/22/2023)
i liscu atural disa ' easures (Yonhap, 03 /22 /2023)

inister k ration with n over S. Korean in N. Korea (Yonhap, 03 /22 /2023)
International:

Korea, U.S. to hold joint training of unprecedented scale in June (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /22/2023)
Xi, Putin Urge US to Respond to N. Korea's Concerns (KBS World, 03 /22 /2023)

Top News:

e On the 10™ anniversary of the establishment of the UN COI, North Korean defectors
participated in the event hosted by the European Parliament to testify about the status of
North Korean political prisons. Kim So-young reported. Michael Hoogeveen: When we
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discuss about the North Korea, we used to focus in terms of geopolitical issue, and
denuclearization. However, we should not forget about 25 millions residents living in North
Korea. Greg Scarlatoiu, the executive director of the Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea(HRNK), a speaker of the event, pointed out that 10 years have passed since the COI
report on human rights in North Korea released, but there was any follow-up process to
improve the problem. Executive director Greg Scarlatoiu said that both the US and South
Korean governments have neglected the North Korean human rights issue and insisted that
these issue should be prioritized in policy toward the North Korea. Greg Scarlatoiu: Our
challenge is to make human rights issue that to be treated equally with the other critical
problems. Human rights are not an obstacle to solving North Korea’s nuclear and missile
problems. Two North Korean escapees, including Jeong Kwang-il, representative of the
North Korean human rights association ‘No Chain, who was imprisoned in a political prison
camp before settling in South Korea, also attended, and testified at the event. North Korean
defector ‘A, who did not give her name for personal protection, lamented that the entire
North Korean society is like a prison, recalling her past of harsh labor and verbal and
physical abuse in a poor environment where even drinking water was not properly provided,
let alone basic meals. (Kim So-young, Radio Free Asia)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom .

In North Korea:

North Korea launched multiple cruise missiles from Hamhung, South Hamgyong Province
toward the East Sea on Wednesday, said the South's Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). Seoul is
leaving open the possibility that the missiles were updated KN-27 long-range strategic cruise
missiles described as North Korea's answer to the Tomahawk. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

North Korea on Thursday issued a strong warning against the United States' demand for the
North's complete denuclearization, saying the regime will take it as "declaring a war.'
(Yonhap)

North Korea has convened a meeting of its national crisis response committee to discuss
ways to strengthen the country's capability to tackle natural disasters and other challenges,
state media reported Wednesday. The meeting took place virtually Tuesday to discuss
progress in natural disaster prevention projects, such as recovery efforts from last year's
floods and measures to "swiftly" deal with various disasters, according to the Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA). (Yonhap)

In South Korea:

South Korea's unification minister Kwon Young-se said Wednesday he will seek cooperation
with Japan to help resolve the issue of Korean nationals abducted by North Korea decades
ago, as he embarked on a visit to Tokyo. "It will be helpful to resolve the humanitarian issue
through cooperation with Japan,” Kwon told reporters just before heading there for a
four-day trip that was arranged at the invitation of the Japanese government. He is expected
to discuss Seoul-Tokyo cooperation on North Korea and other pending issues. (Yonhap)

International:
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e Korea and the United States plan to execute a joint training of unprecedented scale in June
to mark the 70th anniversary of the Korea-U.S. alliance. The joint firepower annihilation drill,
called the Integrated Firepower Exercise, is an exercise in which the combined forces of
Korea and the United States mobilize the latest, cutting-edge weapons on land, sea and air
to demonstrate their ability to retaliate and destroy enemies in a military contingency or

provocation, according to the Ministry of National Defense. (Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

e China and Russia have urged the United States to respond to what they called the legitimate
and reasonable concerns of North Korea with practical action and favorable conditions for
dialogue. Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin made the call in
a joint statement after their summit talks in Moscow on Tuesday, expressing concern over
the situation on the Korean Peninsula. (KBS World)

[Translation] North Korean Escapee Women Testified at a European Parliament Event that “The
Whole of North Korea is a Prison” (Kim So-young, Radio Free Asia)

Anchor: On the 10" anniversary of the establishment of the UNCOI, North Korean defectors
participated in the event hosted by the European Parliament to testify about the status of North
Korean Korea and the United States plan to execute a joint training of unprecedented scale in June
to mark the 70th anniversary of the Korea-U.S. alliance.

The joint firepower annihilation drill, called the Integrated Firepower Exercise, is an exercise in
which the combined forces of Korea and the United States mobilize the latest, cutting-edge
weapons on land, sea and air to demonstrate their ability to retaliate and destroy enemies in a
military contingency or provocation, according to the Ministry of National Defens prisons. Kim
So-young reported.

On the 14", the event has been hosted by European Parliament to discuss the issue of the North
Korean human rights, especially about political prison issue, in Strasburg, France.

Michael Hoogeveen of the European Parliament, who hosted the meeting, said the international
community only has focused on political and military issues, such as North Korea’s nuclear and
missile threats, and stressed that it is time to pay attention to the serious human rights abuses that
North Koreans are suffering.

Michael Hoogeveen: When we discuss about the North Korea, we used to focus in terms of
geopolitical issue, and denuclearization. However, we should not forget about 25millions residents
living in North Korea. Greg Scarlatoiu, the executive director of the Committee for Human Rights in
North Korea(HRNK), a speaker of the event, pointed out that 10 years have passed since the COI
report on human rights in North Korea released, but there was any follow-up process to improve the
problem.

Executive director Greg Scarlatoiu said that both the US and South Korean governments have

neglected the North Korean human rights issue and insisted that these issue should be prioritized in
policy toward the North Korea.
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Greg Scarlatoiu: Our challenge is to make human rights issue that to be treated equally with the
other critical problems. Human rights are not an obstacle to solving North Korea’s nuclear and
missile problems.

Two North Korean escapees, including Jeong Kwang-il, representative of the North Korean human
rights association ‘No Chain, who was imprisoned in a political prison camp before settling in South
Korea, also attended, and testified at the event. North Korean defector ‘A, who did not give her name
for personal protection, lamented that the entire North Korean society is like a prison, recalling her
past of harsh labor and verbal and physical abuse in a poor environment where even drinking water
was not properly provided, let alone basic meals.

North Korean defector Ms. A: In North Korea, even if there is no crime, they are locked up. North
Korea is a prison as it is. Our movement to survive was violated and it has made me guilty. So, a lot of
people are dying. I hope you have more interest in, and know more about the human rights situation
in North Korea.

‘B, a North Korean defector who testified together, also said she wanted the international
community to be aware of North Korea’s serious human rights abuses, conveying memories of
hundreds of prisoners dying and burning bodies at the time of imprisonment.

Representative Jung Gwang Il pointed out that, “There was a lot of expectation when COI has been
established 10 years ago, but nothing has been changed”, and added “Political prisoner’s camp, and
human rights violations are still there”

He added that he made efforts to find out the North Korean authorities’ responsibility by visiting the
International Criminal Court(ICC) during Kim Jong-II's reign, and asking whether to file a complaint
against the North Korean leader, but still has not seen any change.

Reported by Kim So-young, Radio Free Asia
Translated by Yubin Jun, HRNK Research Intern

Prepared by Yoshino Yamauchi, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Thursday, March 23, 2023

HRNK Quoted 34 Times in the U.S. Department of State's DPRK 2022 Human
Rights Report

Top News:
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HRNK Quoted 34 Times in the U.S. Department of State's DPRK 2022 Human Rights Report (HRNK,
03,/23,/2023)

In North Korea:

Daughter of North Korean dictator seen wearing $1,.900 Dior jacket (The Korea Times, 03,/23,/2023)

Korea fired 4 cruise missiles Wedn : defense minister (Yonhap, 03/23/2023)
NK dictator's daughter seen wearing $1,900 Christian Dior jacket (The Korea Herald, 03 /23/2023)

North Korea’s ‘first daughter’ spotted wearing Dior jacket — or dupe (The Washington Post,
03/23/2023)

In South Korea:

S. Korea co-sponsors UNHRC draft resolution on N.K. human rights after 5 yrs (Yonhap,
03/23/2023)

South co-sponsors UN resolution on North's human rights (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /23 /2023)

International:
Unification minister meets top Japanese officials in Tokyo (Yonhap, 03/23/2023)

U.S. sees no imminent sign of nuclear weapons use by N. Korea: Kirby (Yonhap, 03 /23 /2023)

Defector lawmaker Ji to attend legislative track of Summit for Democracy 2023 (The Korea Herald,
03/23,/2023)
Japan lifts export curbs on high-tech materials to South Korea (Reuters, 03 /23 /2023)

US amphibious assault ship joins drills in South Korea (Reuters, 03 /23 /2023)

Top News:

e On Monday, March 20, the U.S. Department of State released its annual Country Reports on
Human Rights Practices for 2022, including the country report for North Korea. The country
report for North Korea, which can be accessed at this link, quotes HRNK 34 times. The
report references ten HRNK publications, two statements by HRNK's Executive Director, and
one video interview. These materials encompass a wide range of issues: North Korea's vast
network of detention facilities; vulnerable groups, including women and children; the
situation of North Korean workers dispatched overseas; and the Kim regime's
"counter-offensive" against the influx of outside information. (Greg Scarlatoiu, HRNK)

In North Korea:

e Kim Ju-ae, daughter of North Korean leader Kim Jung-un, was recently seen wearing a
luxurious jacket in a photo released by the regime earlier this month. The image illustrates
how detached the dictator and his family are from a public rumored to be suffering from
widespread poverty and starvation. (Ko Dong-hwan, The Korea Times)

e South Korea's Defense Minister Lee Jong-sup said Thursday that North Korea fired four
cruise missiles the previous day, though a detailed analysis is still under way to confirm their
specifics. (Yonhap)

e Kim Ju-ae, the daughter of North Korea leader Kim Jong-un, was recently seen wearing what
appears to be a product of a luxury brand Christian Dior, marking a stark contrast to the
living conditions of ordinary people in one of the poorest countries in the world. (Yoon
Min-sik, The Korea Herald)
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What to wear to an intercontinental ballistic missile launch? It's not a question most
tweenagers have to consider. And even if they did, their answer would almost certainly not
be “this season’s Christian Dior” (Min Joo Kim, The Washington Post)

In South Korea:

South Korea has co-sponsored a U.N. human rights council draft resolution on North Korea's
gross rights violations for the first time in five years, the foreign ministry said Thursday.
(Yonhap)

South Korea co-sponsored for the first time in four years the UN Human Rights Council’s
resolution on North Korea to be adopted early next month, the Foreign Ministry in Seoul
announced. (Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

South Korea's unification minister met with Japan's foreign minister and its chief cabinet
secretary on Thursday to discuss North Korea's threats and other pending issues, according
to his office. (Yonhap)

There is no indication that North Korea may use its nuclear weapons to attack the United
States or its allies in the near future, a spokesperson for the U.S. National Security Council
(NSC) said Wednesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

North Korean defector-turned-lawmaker Rep. Ji Seong-ho is set to attend the upcoming
House Democracy Partnership Summit for Democracy in Washington DC as the only South
Korean lawmaker. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

Japan on Thursday lifted export curbs on high-tech materials to South Korea, the Japanese
trade ministry said, as the two U.S. allies mend ties in the face of North Korea’s frequent
missile launches and China’s more muscular role on the global stage. (Reuters)

South Korean and U.S. troops launched their largest amphibious landing drills in years
involving a U.S. amphibious assault ship, officials said on Thursday, a day after North Korea
tested four long-range cruise missiles. (Soo-Hyang Choi, Reuters)

Prepared by Joseph Choi, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Friday, March 24, 2023

Defector explains how North Korea's weapons overshadow human rights abuses;

N. Korea tests undersea drone in latest nuclear drills

Top News:
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Defector explains how North Korea's w ns overshadow human righ (Devdiscourse,
03/21/2023)

North Korean human rights remain virtually non-existent, State Department finds (Fox News,
03/21/2023)

In North Korea:
Kim Jong Un over launch of nuclear- le underwater drone - media (BBC, 03/24/2023)
N. Korea tests undersea drone in latest nuclear drills (The Korea Herald, 03 /24 /2023)
N. Korea tests 'underwater nuclear attack drone. cruise missiles for nuclear warhead: KCNA (Yonhap,
03/24,/2023)

rth Korean hacker r h Koreans with malici Excel -ins: Report (NK Pro,
03/24/2023)
North Korea claims to have tested a nuclear-capable underwater drone. Analysts are skeptical (CNN,
03/24,/2023)

rth Korea reveals under ron | rigger ‘radi iv namis’ on (NK News,
03/24/2023)
North tests ‘underwater nuclear attack drone’ (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /24 ,/2023)
To find missing 653 bullets, North Korean city is locked down, houses searched (Radio Free Asia,
03/24/2023)
Torture, forced abortions and insects for food: Life inside North Korean jails, says this NGO (CNN,
03/24,/2023)

In South Korea:
Yoon vows to make N. Korea pay for reckless provocations (Yonhap, 03/24/2023)

Yoon warns North Korea will pay for ‘reckless provocations’ in emotional speech (NK News,
03/24,/2023)

Inter-Korea Relationship:

S. Korea calls on N. Korea to pay back USS80 mln loan (Yonhap, 03/24,/2023)

International:

Food imports help drive North Korean trade with China to three-year high (NK Pro, 03 /24 /2023)
Insi hina's 'Red Zone' wher rth Korean women are sol laves (The Telegraph, 03 /24 /2023)
Unification minister discusses cooperation on N. Korea with top Japanese officials (Yonhap,
03/24/2023)

Top News:

e "North Korea is a living hell," Jung Gwang-il, a North Korean defector and president of the No
Chain rights organization, told DW on the sidelines of an EU Parliament event last week
investigating the dire human rights situation in North Korea. "The challenge before, during
and after the [formation of] the UN Commission of Inquiry is that human rights are always
outperformed by other issues: military, nuclear, missiles, security,’ said Greg Scarlatoiu,
executive director of HRNK. He emphasized, however, that human rights should be a priority
for the international community, DW reported. Robert Collins, a Korean expert and a senior
advisor at HRNK, said Pyongyang's nuclear and missile program and human rights abuses in
the country are linked in several ways."For instance, Kim's regime wants to spend money on
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its nuclear and missile program and not on providing food to its people," Collins told DW,
adding that the country is facing an unprecedented food crisis. "The food crisis in the
mid-1990s killed about 1.5 million people in North Korea. It is approaching the same level
now, he added. The North Korean expert believes the recent ballistic missile tests by
Pyongyang carry a two-fold message. "The regime wants to tell the South Korea-US alliance
that it is powerful and can strike them if they try to interfere with them," he said. He added
that the threats are intended to send a message to the North Korean people that they should
take pride in that the regime is powerful enough to attack South Korea, DW reported
(Devdiscourse)

e The U.S. State Department on Monday released its annual Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices, showing human rights abuses at every level of North Korean society. The report
also pulled information and data from white papers published by foreign governments and
third-party human rights groups, including the Transitional Justice Working Group, the
Korea Institute for National Unification, the War Crimes Committee of the International Bar
Association and the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea. (Timothy H.J. Nerozzi, Fox

News)

In North Korea:

e Dubbed "Haeil", Korean for tsunami, the North's weapon is designed to attack enemy vessels
and ports by setting off a "super-scale" radioactive wave, KCNA says. "This nuclear
underwater attack drone can be deployed at any coast and port or towed by a surface ship
for operation," it adds. (Kelly Ng, BBC)

e North Korea tested a new underwater drone capable of nuclear attacks on South Korea and
its biggest ally, the United States, in its latest drills in response to the two allies’ resumption
of their annual military exercises this month after a five-year hiatus failed to bring the North
back to nuclear talks. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea tested a new underwater nuclear weapon earlier this week capable of spawning
a 'radioactive tsunami" and stealthily attacking enemies, Pyongyang's state media said
Friday.Separately, the North also conducted a cruise missile drill using missiles "tipped with a
test warhead simulating a nuclear warhead" as it slammed the combined military exercises
between South Korea and the United States as an "actual drill" for "occupying" Pyongyang,
according to the official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). (Yi Wonju, Yonhap)

e Expert says ‘highly agile’ ScarCruft threat group seeks to expand attack vectors to get
around security measures. (Shreyas Reddy, NK Pro)

e Areport from the state-run Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said the drone, called the
“Unmanned Underwater Nuclear Attack Craft ‘Haeil” was tested from March 21 to 23,
cruising in waters off the country’s east coast for more than 59 hours before its test warhead
was detonated on Thursday afternoon. (Brad Lendon, Yoonjung Seo, CNN)

e Kim Jong Un also reportedly oversaw cruise missile tests in warning to allies of ‘actual
nuclear crisis’ on peninsula. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e According to an English-language report by Pyongyang's state-controlled Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA), the underwater drone, named Haeil, was deployed off the country's
eastern coast at Riwon County, South Hamgyong Province, on Tuesday and detonated its
test warhead upon reaching its target outside Hongwon Bay on Thursday afternoon.
(Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e After 653 bullets went missing during a recent military withdrawal, North Korean authorities
have locked down the entire city of Hyesan and searched house-to-house for the
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ammunition, two sources in the country told Radio Free Asia. The assault rifle ammunition
was discovered to be missing on March 7, when soldiers with the Korean People’s Army 7th
Corp were pulling back from the area surrounding the city, which lies on the border with
China. They had been deployed there in 2020 to enforce the border closure at the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic. (Jieun Kim, Radio Free Asiq)

e Extrajudicial executions, rape, forced abortions, jail without trial, torture, starvation rations
that leave prisoners so hungry some turn to eating insects. These are just some of the abuses
commonplace in North Korean prisons and other detention facilities, according to former
detainees whose testimony forms the basis of a new report released by a human rights
watchdog this week. Using interviews with hundreds of survivors, witnesses and
perpetrators of abuse who have fled the country, along with official documents, satellite
images, architectural analysis and digital modeling of penal facilities, the non-profit NGO
Korea Future has built up what it says is the most detailed picture yet of life inside the
secretive country’s penal system.

Yoonjung Seo, Andrew Raine, Gawon Bae, CNN)

In South Korea:

e President Yoon Suk Yeol vowed Friday to make North Korea pay for its reckless provocations
as the regime claimed to have carried out additional simulations of nuclear attacks on its
enemies. Yoon issued the warning hours after North Korea said it conducted the simulations
this week involving cruise missile launches and an underwater nuclear attack drone, with
leader Kim Jong-un threatening to make Seoul and Washington "plunge into despair." (Lee
Haye-ah, Yonhap)

e South Korean president honors fallen soldiers as US-ROK forces carry out over half dozen
military exercises. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Inter-Korea Relationship:

e Under an inter-Korean agreement at that time, meant to help improve the North's light
industries, the South loaned the North raw materials needed to produce garments, shoes
and soaps.In return, Pyongyang was supposed to make a repayment in kind, such as with
zinc and other minerals. But after making initial payments in 2007 and 2008, the North has
not repaid any more of the debt. The ministry in charge of inter-Korean affairs urged the
North to "faithfully” repay the principal and interest, with the maturity coming due Friday.

(Yonhap)

International:

e China sent large amounts of wheat and sugar in Jan. and Feb., but expert anticipates little
impact on food insecurity. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e Hundreds of thousands of female defectors are being abused in the dangerous border
region, say rights activists, (Nicola Smith, The Telegraph)

e South Korea's unification minister had discussions with top Japanese government officials on
ways to bolster cooperation over North Korea's nuclear and missile problems and the issue
of those abducted by the North decades ago, according to his office Friday. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern
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-north-koreas-weapons-overshadow-human-rights-abusesn-korea-tests-undersea-drone-in-latest-nuclear- drllls

Saturday, March 25, 2023

See photos North Korea says are from nuclear-capable
underwater drone test

Top News:
See photos North Korea says are from nuclear-capable underwater drone test (CNN, 03/24,/2023)

In North Korea:

N. Korea holds general meeting of Olympic Committee (Yonhap, 03/25/2023)

Sohae Satellite Launching Station: Enhancement Efforts Continue and Possible Missile Silo (38
North, 03/24,/2023)

Top News:

HRNK Executive Director, Greg Scarlatoiu, appears on CNN with Brian Todd and Wolf
Blitzer. North Korea claimed to have tested an underwater drone capable of carrying a
nuclear warhead that could create a "radioactive tsunami,’ however, analysts urged
skepticism noting a lack of proof. CNN's Brian Todd reports. (CNN)

In North Korea:

North Korea has held a general meeting of its Olympic Committee to discuss plans for this
year, vowing to win more medals in international competitions, its state media said Saturday,
after the country was reinstated for the Olympic Games. (Yonhap)

Recent commercial satellite imagery of North Korea’s Sohae Satellite Launching Station
indicates that work continues on the main launch pad to accommodate larger satellite
launch vehicles. In addition, both the construction and recent test at the new Horizontal
Engine Test Stand (HETS) and continued work on other major components of the launch
station complex underscore the DPRK’s commitment toward meeting the ambitious goals set
by Kim Jong Un a year ago. (Peter Makowsky, Jack Liu, Olli Heinonen, 38 North)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

-says-are- from nuc]ear capable-underwater-drone-test

218


https://web.archive.org/web/20240509080856/https://mailchi.mp/e9fc9eb2540a/hrnk-news-itemsdefector-explains-how-north-koreas-weapons-overshadow-human-rights-abusesn-korea-tests-undersea-drone-in-latest-nuclear-drills
https://web.archive.org/web/20240509080856/https://mailchi.mp/e9fc9eb2540a/hrnk-news-itemsdefector-explains-how-north-koreas-weapons-overshadow-human-rights-abusesn-korea-tests-undersea-drone-in-latest-nuclear-drills
http://www.cnn.com/video/data/2.0/video/world/2023/03/24/north-korea-underwater-drone-test-claims-todd-dnt-tsr-vpx.cnn.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230325000800320?section=nk/nk
https://www.38north.org/2023/03/sohae-satellite-launching-station-enhancement-efforts-continue-and-possible-missile-silo/
http://www.cnn.com/video/data/2.0/video/world/2023/03/24/north-korea-underwater-drone-test-claims-todd-dnt-tsr-vpx.cnn.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230325000800320?section=nk/nk
https://www.38north.org/2023/03/sohae-satellite-launching-station-enhancement-efforts-continue-and-possible-missile-silo/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240509081237/https://mailchi.mp/ef989e02b52f/hrnk-news-itemssee-photos-north-korea-says-are-from-nuclear-capable-underwater-drone-test
https://web.archive.org/web/20240509081237/https://mailchi.mp/ef989e02b52f/hrnk-news-itemssee-photos-north-korea-says-are-from-nuclear-capable-underwater-drone-test

Sunday, March 26, 2023

N. Korean propaganda outlets slam S. Korea-U.S. amphibious exercise

In North Korea:
N. Korean propaganda outlets slam S. Korea-U.S. amphibious exercise (Yonhap, 03/26,/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korean propaganda outlets continued their criticism of an ongoing South Korea-U.S.
amphibious landing exercise Sunday, blaming the allies for heightened tensions on the
Korean Peninsula. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Bryan Clark, HRNK Research Intern
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Monday, March 27, 2023

Human Bodies Shattered to Pieces... U.S. Satellite Captures Photo of Public Execution by
Kim Jong-un

Top News:
Human Bodies Shattered to Pieces...U.S. Satellite Captures Photo of

Public Execution by Kim Jong-un (Daily NK Japan, 03,/20/2023)
*This article has been translated from Japanese. Please see the full English text at the bottom.

In North Korea:

North Korea fires ballistic missile into East Sea (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /27/2023)
N.Korea fires 2 missiles as US aircraft carrier arrives in Busan (The Korea Herald, 03/27/2023)

fires 2 SRB rd E ; ircraft carrier in S. Korea for joint trainin
(Yonhap, 03/27/2023)

North Korea launches two short-range ballistic missiles: ROK military (NK News, 03,/27/2023)

Olympic feat? North Korea hints athletes may return to international competition (NK News,
03/27/2023)

Satellite Imagery Reveals New Activity at the Old Waste Site at Yongbyon (38 North, 03 /26,/2023)

In South Korea:

North Korea ‘exaggerated’ about new undersea nuclear drone. Seoul says (NK News, 03/27/2023)
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h_Kor full-fl loyment of nti-missil ry (The Korea Times,
03/26,/2023)

S. Korea suggests N. Korea may have exaggerated 'underwater nuke attack drone' claim (Yonhap,
03/27/2023)

International:

[Herald Interview] After Putin ICC arrest warrant, will Kim Jong-un ever get his? (The Korea Herald,
03/27/2023)

North Korea illegally added six cargo ships to aging fleet last year: UN report (NK Pro, 03/27/2023)
Price to fish in North Korean waters soars ninefold to S450K, UN report suggests (NK Pro,
03/27/2023)

ircraft carrier to visit Busan amid NK provocations (The Korea Times, 03 /27/2023)

US sends aircraft carrier to peninsula as part of North Korea deterrence efforts (NK News,
03/27/2023)

Top News:

e U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Linda Thomas Greenfield accused China last Friday
(March 17) of attempting to conceal North Korean atrocities by blocking online global
broadcasting of an informal Security Council meeting discussing human rights abuses in
North Korea. (Daily NK Japan)

*This article has been translated from Japanese. Please see the full English text at the bottom .
In North Korea:

e North Korea fired another ballistic missile into the East Sea on Monday, according to the
Joint Chiefs of Staff. (Lee Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea fired two ballistic missiles toward waters off its eastern coast on Monday, in an
apparent protest against combined military exercises between the South Korean and US
navies that featured a US aircraft carrier in international waters near the Korean Peninsula.
(Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea fired two short-range ballistic missiles (SRBMs) toward the East Sea on Monday,
hours before a U.S. nuclear-powered aircraft carrier staged joint drills in waters south of Jeju
Island, according to South Korea's military. (Yonhap)

e North Korea fired two short-range ballistic missiles (SRBMs) on Monday morning, according
to South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korea's Olympic committee met last week and announced new performance and
compliance standards last Friday, a sign that the country's athletes may be preparing to
return to international competition after ears of pandemic isolation. (Shreyas Reddy, NK
News

e Recent commercial satellite imagery of North Korea’s Yongbyon Nuclear Scientific Research
Center indicates new activities have started at the center’s “Old Waste Site.” (Olli Heinonen,
38 North)

In South Korea:

e The South Korean military dismissed North Korean claims about its newest military
capability on Monday, calling state media reports about an undersea nuclear attack drone
“exaggerated and manipulated.” (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)
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e The South Korean government is speeding up steps to turn a U.S. anti-missile battery
deployed here into a permanent installation. (Lee Hyo-jin, The Korea Times)

e The South Korean military raised the possibility Monday that North Korea's claim of a recent
"underwater nuclear attack drone" test may have been exaggerated, while noting its
development appears to be at an "early" stage. (Yonhap)

International:

e The International Criminal Court’s issuing of an arrest warrant for Russian President
Vladimir Putin is “one of the most courageous steps taken” and “one that would eventually
lead to accountability,” according to the war crimes court’s former president Hon. Song
Sang-hyun. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

e The price that North Korea is charging to fish in its waters has skyrocketed to $450,000,
according to information in a forthcoming U.N. Panel of Experts report, as much as nine
times higher than previously reported figures. (Chad O'Carroll, NK Pro)

e North Korea newly acquired six cargo ships in violation of U.N. sanctions last year, while
likely bringing two other second-hand vessels under its control, according to a forthcoming
U.N. Panel of Experts Report. (Ifang Bremer, NK Pro)

e A US. Navy carrier strike group will arrive in Busan, today, as part of efforts to bolster the
two countries' combined military posture as well as promoting South Korea-U.S. friendship
on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of their alliance, Seoul's defense ministry said,
Monday. (Kang Seung-woo, The Korea Times)

e A U.S. aircraft carrier has visited South Korean waters for the first time in nearly six months
to participate in joint drills, as North Korea continues to fire ballistic missiles it has
described as warnings to the allies. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

[Translation] Human Bodies Shattered to Pieces...U.S. Satellite Captures Photo of Public Execution
by Kim Jong-un (Daily NK Japan)

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Linda Thomas Greenfield accused China last Friday (March
17) of attempting to conceal North Korean atrocities by blocking online global broadcasting of an
informal Security Council meeting discussing human rights abuses in North Korea.

Online broadcasting of the informal meeting, co-hosted by the United States and Albania, requires
consensus by all 15 Council members. Although China and Russia, permanent members of the
Security Council, have long taken a stance against discussion of human rights, the blocking of online
transmission still remains a rare move.

In response, Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield mentioned that North Korea's ballistic missiles and
weapons of mass destruction programs threaten international peace and security and are
“inextricably linked to the regime’s human rights abuses”

Although Chinese interference towards the meeting’s online broadcasting is a loss for the alleviation
of North Korean human rights issues, it could be argued that if North Korea continues to be a
battlefront in which the current U.S.-China clash is fought on, this may be a rather welcome
development for the North Korean issue.
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The presenting of concrete evidence of human rights abuses in North Korea could be a bargaining
chip used to pressure Kim Jong-un and China.

For instance, on October 7, 2014, Greg Scarlatoiu, Executive Director of the Committee for Human
Rights in North Korea (HRNK), a U.S.-based NGO, and Joseph Bermudez of AllSource Analysis (ASA),
a commercial satellite analysis firm, successfully captured a satellite photo of the Kanggon Military
Training Area, located outside of Pyongyang.

In this satellite photo, 10 unidentified objects were seen lined up. Six ZPU-4 anti-aircraft machine
guns (anti-aircraft guns in North Korean terminology) are lined up facing them, in front of a viewing
area.

Moreover, in October of the same year, Japan's own Asia Press reported the execution of 10 senior
Korean Worker’s Party officials at the military academy, based on inside information from North
Korea, which correlates chronologically with HRNK's analysis.

It should be noted that 14.5mm caliber bullets [most likely used for the execution] possess the ability
to penetrate and destroy lightly armored vehicles, helicopters, and concrete walls and other
barriers. If used against the human body, they are said to literally shatter it to pieces.

The Kanggon Military Training Area is frequently used to execute officials, and was reportedly used
to execute a former member of the Unhasu Orchestra, which Kim Jong Un’s wife Ri Sol-ju was a
member of.

What could happen if the United States presents this kind of information to turn the attention of
international public opinion toward the issue of human rights in North Korea? It is unlikely that Kim
Jong-un will change his policies. By comparison, however, a change in Chinese policy toward North
Korean defectors seems more feasible.

If China stops or becomes reluctant to forcibly repatriate North Korean escapees, this change may
gradually affect North Korean society by increasing North Koreans' access to the outside world.

Although an immediate change in the North Korean regime is impossible, the sooner foundations for
eventual change are established, the better.

Translated by Yoshino Yamauchi, HRNK Research Intern

Prepared by Kate Refolo, HRNK Research Intern
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Jeon Yeong-hee, Director of the Korean Peninsula Peace Regime Bureau, met
with a NK human rights organization in the United States

Top News:

*Jeon Yeong-hee, Director of the Korean Peninsula Peace Regime Bureau, met with a North Korean
human rights organization in the United States (Ministry of Foreign Affairs Republic of Korea,
03/22,/2023)

*Jeon Yeong-hee, Director of the Korean Peninsula Peace Regime Bureau, met with a North Korean
human rights organization in the United States (Konas, 03/23,/2023)

*These articles have been translated from from Korean. Please see the full English text at the
bottom.

In North Korea:

Kim Jong-un reveals nuclear warhead, calls for more weapons-grade material (The Korea Herald,
03/28,/2023)

Kim wants N. Korea to make more nuclear material for bombs (AP News, 03 /28 /20203)

NK human right violations must be 'fully exposed': Yoon (The Korea Herald, 03 /28/2023)

N. Korean leader urges more production of weapons-grade nuclear materials; photos of tactical
nuclear warh rel (Yonhap, 03/28/2023)

North displays ‘tactical nukes’ as Nimitz arrives in Busan (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /28 /2023)
North Korea shows off smaller nuke warhead it says fits on missiles aimed at ROK (NK News,
03/28,/2023)

rth Korea’s illicit fuel imports jum % in 2022 (NK Pro, 03/28/2023)

In South Korea:

South Korean president tells ministry to ‘stop throwing money’ at North Korea (NK News,
03/28,/2023)
Yoon calls for full disclosure of N.K. human rights violations (Yonhap, 03,/28 /2023)

Yoon vows not to give single won to N. Korea if it continues nuclear pursuit (Yonhap, 03 /28 /2023)

Yoon warns that North won't get a 'single penny' while it builds nukes (Korea JoongAng Daily,
03/28/2023)

International:
China ambassador arrives in North Korea in sign of reopening (AP News, 03/28/2023)

Cuban ambassador to North Korea set to leave country after 7 years: State media (NK News,

03/28,/2023)

w__Chin m r mes fir. nter North Korea in nearl rs (NK News,
03/28,/2023)
S. Korea welcomes U.N. report on N. Korea's abduction, enforced disappearances (Yonhap,
03/28,/2023)

human righ ffice ° 1 ncerned’ rth Korean prison camps (NK News,
03/28,/2023)

U.S.. S. Korea enhancing joint deterrence against N. Korean aggression: Austin (Yonhap, 03/28/2023)
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Top News:

Jeon Young-hee, Director of the Peace Diplomacy Planning Group, met with Greg Scarlatoiu,
Executive Director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK), in the late
afternoon of the 2lIst. They shared concerns about the serious human rights situation in
North Korea and exchanged views on ways to raise awareness of North Korean human rights
issues in the international community.Director Jeon explained the South Korean
government's efforts to properly publicize the reality of human rights violations in North
Korea at home and abroad. He also highly praised the Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea's efforts to improve North Korean human rights through various North Korean human
rights events and the publication of reports. (Ministry of Foreign Affairs Republic of Korea)

In response, Executive Director, Greg Scarlatoiu welcomed the South Korean government's
active participation in the international community's efforts to promote human rights in
North Korea, such as appointing an ambassador for international cooperation on human
rights in North Korea last year and returning as a co-sponsor of the UN resolution on human
rights in North Korea. He mentioned that the international community should continue to
pay attention to North Korean human rights issues. (Choi Kyung-seon, Konas)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom.

In North Korea:

For the first time, North Korean leader Kim Jong-un revealed his country’s nuclear warhead
in person alongside a system meant to manage such operations, saying the regime needs an
“exponentially bigger” nuclear arsenal amid potential preparations for a nuclear test. (Choi
Si-young, The Korea Herald)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has called for his nuclear scientists to increase production
of weapons-grade material to make bombs to put on his increasing range of weapons. North
Korean photos of the meeting also showed what appeared to be a small new tactical warhead
that was possibly designed to fit on a variety of delivery systems developed in recent years to
overwhelm South Korean defenses. (Kim Tong-Hyung, AP News)

President Yoon Suk Yeol said Tuesday that his administration will "fully expose" North
Korea's human rights violations to the international community in its first human rights
report on the reclusive regime to be released soon. (Shin Ji-hye, The Korea Herald)

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has "guided" the country's nuclear weaponization project,
calling for expanding the production of weapons-grade nuclear materials for an exponential
increase in its nuclear arsenal, Pyongyang's state media said Tuesday. Kim also inspected
what appeared to be tactical nuclear warheads Monday, with South Korea and the United
States staging combined naval exercises, involving a U.S. nuclear-powered aircraft carrier.
(Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

A US. Navy carrier strike group, led by the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS Nimitz,
arrived in Busan on Tuesday ahead of trilateral exercises with South Korea and Japan amid
high tensions in the Korean Peninsula over North Korea's advancing missile and nuclear
weapons program. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

State media shows leader Kim Jong Un inspecting warhead, reports on airburst missile test
and tests of undersea drone. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)
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e Member states tell Panel of Experts that DPRK imported nearly 800K barrels through
August, exceeding annual cap. (Chad O'Carroll, NK Pro)

In South Korea:

e Unification ministry says it has not been involved with government-level payments to DPRK
under current administration. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol said Tuesday that North Korea's human rights abuses should be
fully laid bare around the world, as the government prepares to publish a report on the
North's human rights situation for the first time."The reality of the appalling human rights
violations against the North Korean people must be fully revealed to the international
community,' Yoon said during a Cabinet meeting. (Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

e Yoon made the remark during a Cabinet meeting after being briefed by Unification Minister
Kwon Young-se on the government's first public release of a North Korean human rights
report this Friday. "Disclosing the reality of North Korea's human rights situation is very
important to national security as well, because it shows where the legitimacy of a state can
be found,' he was quoted as saying by Lee Do-woon during a press briefing. "From now on,
the unification ministry should stop giving away to North Korea and make it clear that as
long as North Korea pursues nuclear development, we cannot give them a single won," he
said, apparently referring to economic aid under past administrations. (Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol instructed the Unification Ministry to halt giving handouts to
Pyongyang as long as the Kim Jong-un regime continues to pursue its nuclear weapons
program on Tuesday. Yoon told Unification Minister Kwon Young-se in a Cabinet meeting to
"make it clear that in a situation where North Korea is pursuing nuclear development, the
South Korean government will be not be giving it even a single penny,' according to
presidential spokesman Lee Do-woon in a press briefing. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

e China said Tuesday its new ambassador to North Korea has taken up his post, in a sign the
North is reopening amid reports it has been suffering heavily from the COVID-19 pandemic
and food shortages. (AP News)

e NHK also reports new Chinese ambassador allowed to enter DPRK, in possible sign of
reopening to diplomatic travel. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e Beijing’s foreign ministry says Wang Yajun arrived in DPRK on Monday, though implications
for COVID controls unclear (Arius Derr, NK News)

e The South Korean government on Tuesday welcomed a new report by the United Nations
Human Rights Office condemning North Korea's abductions and human rights violations. In
the report published Tuesday, the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) highlighted the economic, social and emotional suffering of victims of the forcibly
disappeared. It also criticized systematic abductions and enforced disappearances by North
Korea as "crimes against humanity." (Yonhap)

e Report based on defector interviews says DPRK continues to execute prisoners and
stonewall UN investigations. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e In his opening remarks in a Senate armed services committee hearing on a defense budget
request, Austin also reaffirmed U.S. commitment to providing extended deterrence to South
Korea. "We continue to shore up security on the Korean Peninsula despite the DPRK's
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provocations, including through bilateral and trilateral cooperation,” he said (Byun Duk-kun,
Yonhap)

[Translation] Jeon Yeong-hee, Director of the Korean Peninsula Peace Regime Bureau, met with a
North Korean human rights organization in the United States
Properly inform the international community of the human rights situation in North Korea and

strengthen communication with civil society

Jeon Young-hee, Director of the Peace Diplomacy Planning Group, met with Greg Scarlatoiu,
Executive Director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK), in the late afternoon
of the 21st. They shared concerns about the serious human rights situation in North Korea and
exchanged views on ways to raise awareness of North Korean human rights issues in the

international community.

Executive Director of HRNK, Greg Scarlatoiu is in South Korea to attend a seminar commemorating

the 10th anniversary of the UN Commission of Inquiry (COI) on human rights in North Korea.

Director Jeon explained the South Korean government's efforts to properly publicize the reality of
human rights violations in North Korea at home and abroad. He also highly praised the Committee
for Human Rights in North Korea's efforts to improve North Korean human rights through various

North Korean human rights events and the publication of reports.

In response, Executive Director, Greg Scarlatoiu welcomed the South Korean government's active
participation in the international community's efforts to promote human rights in North Korea, such
as appointing an ambassador for international cooperation on human rights in North Korea last year
and returning as a co-sponsor of the UN resolution on human rights in North Korea. He mentioned
that the international community should continue to pay attention to North Korean human rights

issues.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that it will continue to make efforts to properly inform
the international community of the serious human rights situation in North Korea while

strengthening communication with civil society such as North Korean human rights groups.

[Translation] Jeon Yeong-hee, Director of the Korean Peninsula Peace Regime Bureau, met with a
North Korean human rights organization in the United States

Properly inform the international community of the human rights situation in North Korea and

strengthen communication with civil society

Jeon Young-hee, Director of the Peace Diplomacy Planning Group, met with Greg Scarlatoiu,
Executive Director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK), in the late afternoon

of the 21st. They shared concerns about the serious human rights situation in North Korea and
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exchanged views on ways to raise awareness of North Korean human rights issues in the

international community.

Executive Director of HRNK, Greg Scarlatoiu is in South Korea to attend a seminar commemorating

the 10th anniversary of the UN Commission of Inquiry (COI) on human rights in North Korea.

Director Jeon explained the South Korean government's efforts to properly publicize the reality of
human rights violations in North Korea at home and abroad. He also highly praised the Committee
for Human Rights in North Korea's efforts to improve North Korean human rights through various

North Korean human rights events and the publication of reports.

In response, Executive Director, Greg Scarlatoiu welcomed the South Korean government's active
participation in the international community's efforts to promote human rights in North Korea, such
as appointing an ambassador for international cooperation on human rights in North Korea last year
and returning as a co-sponsor of the UN resolution on human rights in North Korea. He mentioned
that the international community should continue to pay attention to North Korean human rights
issues.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that it will continue to make efforts to properly inform
the international community of the serious human rights situation in North Korea while

strengthening communication with civil society such as North Korean human rights groups. (konas)

Reporter Choi Kyung-seon from Konas

Translated by Doohyun Kim, HRNK Social Media Associate

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240509081639 /https: //mailchi.mp/9bc9f165c94e /hrnk-news-itemsjeon-yeong-hee-direct

or-of-the-korean-peninsula-peace-regime-bureau-met-with-a-nk-human-rights-organization-in-the-united-states

Wednesday, March 29, 2023

U.S. vows to ensure readiness against North's threats; Inside North Korean
hackers’ unusual money laundering technique

In North Korea:
Insi rth Korean hackers’ un ] money launderin hni (Washington Post, 03/29,/2023)

[Column] Kim Jong-un'’s dream to be ruined by nukes (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /29,/2023)
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rth Kor r ri Pyongyang airfield j rs after construction (NK News,
03/29,/2023)
North Korea asserts first evidence of tactical nuclear weapons (BBC, 03/28/2023)

North Korean hackers play the ‘long con’ by targeting experts (Washington Post, 03 /29,/2023)
rth Korean r rs kill two women rime wave intensifies (Radio Free Asia, 03/28/2023)

In South Korea:

Envoy to U.S. named new national security adviser (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03/29,/2023)
Ex-journali 1 K defector rt foundation (The Korea Times, 03/29,/2023)
Unionist accused of photographing U.S. bases for North (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /29,/2023)

Yoon's ‘audacious initiative' for NK denuclearization hangs in balance (The Korea Times,
03/29,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

US and South Korea send thousands of troops and 23-ton vehicles to practice beach assault (CNN,
03/29,/2023)

ROK mphibi rill how ‘decisive’ I in rth Korea (NK News,
03/29,/2023)
International:

rth Korean radi ipment shi Ethiopian military | I report (NK News,
03/29,/2023)

UN report calls for sanctioning North Korean spy chief to counter cybercrime (NK Pro, 03/29,/2023)

U.S. vows to ensure readiness against North's threats (Korea JoongAng Daily, 03 /29,/2023)
will contin ildin fen iliti in Korean nuclear threats: Kirby (Yonhap,
03/29,/2023)

In North Korea:

e Stealing cryptocurrency, cryptomining, and money laundering fill the toolbox of a North
Korean hacking group. (Tim Starks and David DiMolfetta, Washington Post)

e Kim cannot turn the country into a normal state with nuclear weapons. He cannot hand
down his gargantuan power to his children, either, not to mention withstanding economic
hardship for over a decade. (Kim Byung-yeon, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea has likely started to demolish a modern airfield built just eight years ago on an
exclusive patch of riverfront property in Pyongyang, according to NK Pro analysis of satellite
imagery. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e The North has long claimed it has tactical nuclear weapons, capable of hitting targets in
South Korea. But the photos published in its state newspaper on Tuesday are the first time it
has provided evidence. (Jean Mackenzie, BBC)

e The report, which offers a comprehensive look at APT43’s activities, highlights Pyongyang’s
increasingly complex cybercrime operation. (Michelle Lee and Tim Starks, Washington Post)

e Residents in a northern province of North Korea are reporting an increase in violent crime,
seemingly driven by a worsening economy, hunger and a lack of affordable food, sources told
Radio Free Asia. (Jieun Kim, Radio Free Asia)

In South Korea:
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Korean Ambassador to the United States Cho Tae-yong was named as new national security
adviser Wednesday after Kim Sung-han stepped down from the post that day. (Sarah Kim,
Korea JoongAng Daily)

The Ministry of Unification has appointed Cho Min-ho, a former editorial writer of the Segye
IIbo, a local Korean-language daily, as the new president of the Korea Hana Foundation, an
organization aimed at supporting North Korean defectors in South Korea. (Nam Hyun-woo,
The Korea Times)

A high-ranking official at the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions (KCTU) under arrest for
allegedly violating the National Security Act is accused of taking photos inside U.S. military
bases in South Korea and sending them to North Korean agents. (Cho Jung-woo, Korea
JoongAng Daily)

Escalating tensions on the Korean Peninsula, triggered by North Korea's pursuit of an
"exponential" increase in its nuclear arsenal, are making President Yoon Suk Yeol's
"audacious initiative" for Pyongyang's denuclearization look like an increasingly far-fetched
idea, according to analysts, Wednesday. (Lee Hyo-jin, The Korea Times)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Washington and Seoul have been showing their firepower through an increasing number of
exercises, all of which the two allies say are defensive in nature. But on Wednesday morning,
they used thousands of troops and high-end weaponry to practice an amphibious assault, a
maneuver offensive in its nature and designed to take territory, not defend it. (Brad Landon,
Paula Hancocks, Yoonjung Seo, CNN)

U.S. and ROK troops carried out amphibious landing drills on South Korea’s east coast on
Wednesday, as the allies ramp up joint exercises that they say seeks to ensure a “decisive
combat” posture against North Korea’s military escalations. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

International:

Two shipments of radio equipment produced by the North Korean corporation Glocom were
delivered to the Ethiopian military last year, a forthcoming U.N. Panel of Experts report
states, raising questions about the efficacy of sanctions on the DPRK’s military-industrial
complex. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

The U.N. Security Council should sanction the head of North Korea’s intelligence agency to
counter cyberattacks and cut off a key source of funding for its nuclear and weapons
programs, a forthcoming U.N. report recommends. (Shreyas Reddy, NK Pro)

The United States will continue to ensure its readiness to defend itself and regional allies
against North Korea's advancing nuclear and missile capabilities, White House National
Security Council spokesman John Kirby said Tuesday. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)
The United States will continue to build its defense capabilities against North Korea's
evolving nuclear threats, a U.S. National Security Council spokesperson said Tuesday, noting
the North continues to ignore U.S. overtures for dialogue. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Haeun Moon, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Thursday, March 30, 2023

Leading activist in North Korea human rights movement shares atrocities of
tyranny; Kim Jong Un takes threats to new level

Top News:

Leading activist in North Korea human rights movement shares atrocities of tyranny (Liberty
University, 03/22/2023)

Kim Jong Un takes threats to new level (Fox News, 03/25/2023)

In North Korea:

North Korea launches anti-divorce campaign, targeting women (Radio Free Asia, 3/30,/2023)

‘Rip _them apart, slice them up: North Korea ramps up gruesome anti-US rhetoric (NK News,
3/30/2023)

State media review: North Korea hints at imminent space launch (NK News, 3/30,/2023)

Kim wants N, Korea to make more nuclear material for bombs (AP News, 3,/30,/2023)

Satellite photos point to chemical plant’s role in North Korea's nuclear program (Radio Free Asia,
3/29/2023)

In South Korea:
S. Korea releases report on N. Korea's human rights violations (Yonhap, 3/30/2023)
South Korea nominates new ambassador to US (Korea Times, 3/30,/2023)

Gov't reshuffles foreign policy team after resignation (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/30,/2023)
Editorial] An alarming change of han fore summits (KOR) (Korea JoongAng Daily, 3/30,/2023)

International:

Burkina Faso to revive ties with North Korea, seek 'exemplary’ weapons trade (NK News, 3/30,/2023)
Russia to offer food for North Korean weapons - US (BBC, 3/30,/2023)

North Korea may have sent voice phishing apps to Chinese crime ring: UN report (NK News,
3/30/2023)

Top News:

e Liberty University welcomed North Korea human rights activist Dr. Suzanne Scholte to
Convocation on Wednesday to speak on modern-day persecution in North Korea. Scholte
serves as the chairman for the North Korea Freedom Coalition, which works to provide
freedom and aid to North Koreans suffering under the Kim Jong-Un regime. She is also the
president of the Defense Forum Foundation and the vice-chairman of the Committee for
Human Rights in North Korea. Because of her work to help North Koreans, she received the
Seoul Peace Prize in 2008. Scholte argued that while South Korea provides enormous
avenues for the Gospel, the current North Korean government, headed by the grandson of
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Kim II-Sung, continues the persecution started decades ago.“Having twisted the Holy Trinity
into a perversion of worship, this regime is an affront to what God created,” she said, noting
that North Koreans face the constant threat of government surveillance and are not allowed
any independent thought. “It is an affront to our God who creates, loves, forgives and
redeems because it is a regime that destroys, hates, starves, and enslaves. This is why
Christians are drawn to this fight. Standing up for the freedom and human rights of North
Koreans is like storming the gates of hell because it is going against one of the most evil
regimes in modern history — a God-hating, Christ-rejecting tyranny. This is why there is so
much death and destruction in that country. It is a hell on earth. (Christian Shields, Liberty
University)

e Kim Jong Un claims he has drones that can create radioactive tsunamis. Greg Scarlatoiu,
HRNK Executive Director's interview with CNN appears in a video. (Fox News)

In North Korea:

e North Korea is trying to stop couples from getting divorced by launching an education
campaign targeting married women, but residents say the initiative blames women unfairly,
sources in the country told Radio Free Asia. (Myung Chul Lee, Radio Free Asia)

e North Korean state media has ramped up grisly anti-U.S. and South Korea rhetoric in recent
weeks, showing teens taking to the streets in state-led rallies and holding signs vowing to
“slice [enemies] into pieces,” “rip them apart to death” and “beat them to a pulp” (Colin
Zwirko, NK News)

e North Korea announced late last year that it would launch a military satellite by April 2023.
As that apparent deadline approaches, the ruling Workers’ Party initiated a meeting on
aerospace development with leading party and academic figures. (Seung-Yeon Chung, NK
News

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has called for his nuclear scientists to increase
production of weapons-grade material to make bombs to put on his increasing range of
weapons. North Korean photos of the meeting also showed what appeared to be a small new
tactical warhead that was possibly designed to fit on a variety of delivery systems developed
in recent years to overwhelm South Korean defenses. The report in state media Tuesday
followed a series of missile launches — seven launch events in this month alone — and rising
threats to use the weapons against his enemies. (AP News)

e A new report strongly suggests that a chemical plant in northern North Korea is the main
supplier for the country’s nuclear program, citing satellite evidence that appears to show
shipments of chemicals from the plant to the Yongbyon nuclear facility. (Eugene Whong,

Radio Free Asia)
In South Korea:

e South Korea's unification ministry made public details of its report on North Korea's human
rights violations for the first time Thursday, highlighting widespread rights abuses by the
North, such as public executions and torture. (Kim Soo-yeon and Yi Wonju, Yonhap)

e First Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Cho Hyun-dong was nominated as the new South
Korean ambassador to the United States. He will fill the vacancy created by the appointment
of former ambassador Cho Tae-yong to the new national security director role, as he
officially took the position Thursday. (Nam Hyun-woo, Korea Times)
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e The Korean government reshuffled its diplomatic team with figures well-versed in U.S. and
North Korean affairs within a day after the resignation of former National Security Office
chief Kim Sung-han in an attempt to avoid any vacuum in foreign affairs and security
matters. (Korea JoongAngDaily)

e The presidential office’s foreign and security affairs front is undergoing a reshuffle ahead of
President Yoon Suk Yeol’s state visit to the United States next month. Yoon’s secretary on
foreign affairs Lee Moon-hee has recently been replaced. His secretary of protocol Kim
[I-bum also resigned about a week before Yoon’s visit to Japan on March 16. The shakeup in
the working-level officials responsible for summit arrangements is quite rare ahead of
important events for the president. (Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

e Burkina Faso will restart diplomatic relations with North Korea in part to invigorate weapons
trade between the two countries, its military government announced Thursday. (Ifang
Bremer, NK News)

e Russia is sending a delegation to North Korea to offer food in exchange for weapons, US
national security spokesperson John Kirby has said. (Antoinette Radford, BBC)

e North Korea may be supporting an organized crime ring in China by supplying it with voice
phishing technology linked to over half-a-billion dollars in losses, a forthcoming U.N. report
states. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Prepared by Cherise Kim, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Friday, March 31, 2023

Mok Yongjae’s “We must continue to collect evidence for the prosecution of Kim
Jong-un”; Soyoung Kim's "10th Anniversary of COL"

Top News:

1

‘We must continue to arouse public opinion and collect evidence for the prosecution of Kim Jong-
un by the ICC” (RFA, 03/20,/2023)

A] 10th Anniversary of I | ivel rtici in di ion on North Korean Human
Rights (RFA, 03/22/2023)

In North Korea:

N. Korea plans to send weapons, munitions to Russia in exchange for food: NSC (Yonhap,
03/31/2023)

North Korean hackers target popular banking software in South Korea: NIS (NK News, 03/31/2023)
North Korean hackers targeting phone conferencing software, security firm says (NK News,
03/31/2023)
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nction mmi houl nsider North Kor xport exemptions: Report (NK News,
03/31/2023)

In South Korea:

Arrest warrant issued for ex-military commander over martial law scandal (Yonhap, 03/31/2023)

Conservative base still behind Yoon, but broader support appears to wane (Korea Pro, 03/31/2023)
‘Momentum for change’: Ji ng-ho highligh rth Korea human righ rin rip (The Korea

Herald, 03/31/2023)

Opposition leader planned solo trip to North Korea: prosecutors (The Korea Herald, 03/31/2023)
Why South Korea is paying close attention to the indictment of Donald Trump (Korea Pro,
03/31/2023)

International:
Indonesia detains bulk carrier blacklisted for violating North Korea sanctions (NK News,
03/31/2023)
U.S. lawmaker introduces bill on providing healthcare to Korean veterans of Vietnam War (Yonhap,
03/31/2023)
US sanctions Slovak middleman for alleged North Korean arms sales to Russia (NK News,
03/31/2023)

US says Russia seeks munitions from NK in exchange for food (The Korea Herald, 03 /31/2023)

Top News:

e At a debate held to mark the 10th anniversary of the establishment of the United Nations
Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in North Korea (COI), it was argued that in order to
prosecute Kim Jong-un at the International Criminal Court (ICC), the international public
opinion and evidence collection work must continue. (Mok Yongjae, English translation by
Haeun Moon, RFA)

e In celebration of the 10th anniversary of the establishment of the United Nations
Commission of Inquiry (COI) on human rights in North Korea (COI), various discussions on
human rights in North Korea have recently been held by the United Nations , governments,
and private organizations . Let's take a look at some meetings and what messages they
wanted to convey with reporter Kim So-young. (Soyoung Kim, English translation by Yubin
Jun, RFA)

In North Korea:

e North Korea is working to send dozens of kinds of weapons and munitions to Russia to be
used in the ongoing Russian war against Ukraine, a National Security Council (NSC) official
said Thursday. (Yonhap)

e Seoul's National Intelligence Service (NIS) issued an advisory on Thursday warning that
North Korean hackers are exploiting vulnerabilities in a financial security certificate
software installed on over 10 million systems in South Korea and abroad. (Shreyas Reddy, NK
News)

e A US. cybersecurity firm has attributed a recent attack on a popular business
communications tool to a North Korean hacker network associated with the Lazarus Group.
(Shreyas Reddy, NK News)
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The U.N. committee tasked with sanctions implementation on North Korea should consider
adjusting aspects of the sanctions regime, a forthcoming U.N. report seen by NK News says,
to reduce the unintended impact of sanctions on the DPRK’s humanitarian situation. (Chad
O’Carroll, NK News)

In South Korea:

A Seoul court issued a warrant Friday to arrest Cho Hyun-chun, a former head of the
now-defunct Defense Security Command, over the suspected masterminding of a martial
law plan while then President Park Geun-hye faced an impeachment trial in 2017. (Yonhap)
President Yoon Suk-yeol's approval numbers declined from the previous week, but the
reasons for this drop are not entirely clear. It is likely the result of concurrent factors, but a
closer look at the numbers shows that the president’s base is solidly behind him. (Karl
Friedhoff, Korea Pro)

Rights activist-turned-lawmaker Rep. Ji Seong-ho of South Korea’s ruling People Power
Party met with US Department of State officials on Thursday to discuss possible joint efforts
in protecting the rights of North Korean defectors. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

Seoul prosecutors believe onetime presidential hopeful and Democratic Party of Korea head
Rep. Lee Jae-myung planned a solo trip to North Korea while he was still the governor of
Gyeonggi Province, which neighbors Seoul. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

Donald Trump became the first former U.S. president to be indicted on criminal charges on
Thursday, and experts say the unprecedented development could have implications as
far-reaching as the Korean Peninsula. (John Lee, Korea Pro)

International:

Indonesia has detained a bulk carrier blacklisted for illegally transporting coal for North
Korea after it entered the country’s waters disguised with a new name and flag, according to
an upcoming U.N. Panel of Experts report. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

A U.S. lawmaker has submitted a bill calling for the provision of healthcare services to former
Korean veterans of the Vietnham War who have since become naturalized citizens of the
United States, the lawmaker's office said Friday. (Yonhap)

The U.S. has sanctioned a Slovakian national for attempting to facilitate arms sales between
North Korea and Russia as it looks to take firm action aimed at countering Pyongyang’s
alleged support for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

The US authorities announced on Thursday that Russia is pursuing a plan to secure
additional ammunition in exchange for food to North Korea, targeting a Slovak national arms
dealer with sanctions for allegedly facilitating the exchange of goods between Russia and
North Korea. (Shin Ji-hye, The Korea Herald)

Prepared by Tessa Aguilar, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

web.archive.org /web /202405090824 Dttps:
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4. APRIL
Saturday, April 1, 2023

Growing Activity at North Korea’s Experimental Light Water
Reactor; NK hacker group poses as journalists and experts to
steal intel

In North Korea:

Growing Activity at North Korea’s Experimental Light Water Reactor (38 North, 04,/01/2023)
High activity spotted at North Korea nuclear complex after Kim's bomb-fuel order. report says
(Reuters, 04,/01/2023)

N.K. leader's sister accuses Zelenskyy of gambling with Ukraine's destiny (Yonhap, 04,/01/2023)

rth Korean hacker gr journali nd exper ]l intel (Radio Free Asia,
03/31/2023)

(VOA, 04,/01/2023)

In North Korea:

e Recent commercial satellite imagery of North Korea’s Yongbyon Nuclear Scientific Research
Center indicates a high level of activity around the complex. The 5 MWe Reactor continues
to operate, and construction has started on an additional support building around the
Experimental Light Water Reactor (ELWR). Furthermore, water discharges have been
detected that could be associated with testing of the ELWR’s cooling system. This is not the
first time water discharges have been observed coming from the ELWR over the past few
years but may indicate the reactor is nearing completion. (Peter Makowsky, Jack Liu, 38
North)

e Satellite images show a high level of activity at North Korea's main nuclear site, a U.S. think
tank reported on Saturday after the North Korean leader ordered an increase in production
of bomb fuel to expand the country's nuclear arsenal. (Reuters)

e Kim Yo-jong, the younger sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, accused Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Saturday of "gambling" with his country's destiny by
talking about developing nuclear weapons or placing U.S. nukes in Ukraine. Kim, vice
department director of the Central Committee of the ruling Workers' Party, also accused the
Ukrainian authorities of being "seized with the incurable megalomania that (they) can defeat
Russia," and "incurring a nuclear disaster threatening their existence." (Yonhap)

e A criminal cyber spy group believed to be backed by the North Korean government poses as
journalists, academics and experts to trick its victims into giving out information that can be
used for espionage. It also spoofs websites of legitimate organizations to trick targets into
giving out information that can be used in cybercrimes the group carries out to fund itself,
according to a new report that tracked the cyber attackers’ operations over five years.
(Eugene Whong, Radio Free Asia)

e North Korea has long sought to convince its own people that the U.S. and South Korea are its
mortal enemies, leaving the nation no choice but to develop advanced weapons for
self-protection. Analysts are questioning whether that closed society is giving leader Kim
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Jong Un's daughter a similarly constricted view of the outside world. Kim Ju Ae, believed to
be about 10, has been spotted at military events with her father about 10 times since he
introduced her to the public on November 18, a little girl standing in front of a gigantic
Hwasong-17 ICBM at a launch site. (Kim Hyungjin, Christy Lee, VOA)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, April 2, 2023

N. Korea says its nuclear capabilities 'not empty talk'; North Korea likely to
heighten provocations in April

In North Korea:

Activity detected at Yongbyon nuclear site: 38 North (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04/02/2023)

N. Korea repeats nuclear threat as S. Korea steps up joint drills (The Korea Herald, 04,/02/2023)
N. Korea says its nuclear capabilities 'not empty talk' (Yonhap, 04/02/2023)

North Korea likely to heighten provocations in April (The Korea Times, 04,/02/2023)

Sister of North's leader blasts Ukraine over nukes (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04 /02 /2023)

In North Korea:

e A high level of activity has been detected at North Korea's Yongbyon nuclear
complex, suggesting ongoing preparation for a possible nuclear test, a U.S.-based
think tank said Saturday. (Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korea reiterated Sunday that it was serious about its warning that it would
use nuclear weapons against South Korea if its annual military exercises with the US
continued, calling them “provocations” warranting countermeasures. (Choi
Si-young, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea is not making "empty talk" about its nuclear capabilities, Pyongyang's
state media said Sunday, adding that the United States and South Korea are
engaging in "wrong behavior of bringing themselves to a grave danger." (Yonhap)

e North Korea is expected to continue escalating provocations this month in
connection with major political events in Pyongyang, as well as in protest of
President Yoon Suk Yeol's state visit to the United States slated for April 26. (Lee
Hyo-jin, The Korea Times)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un's powerful sister, Kim Yo-jong, condemned the
Ukrainian president for seeking protection under the U.S. nuclear umbrella, saying
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this would only make it “a more vivid target” of Russia. (Esther Chung, Korea
JoongAng Daily)

Monday, April 3, 2023

S.Korea, US, Japan stage anti-submarine drills, N. Korea not opening border to
anyone else after Chinese ambassador

In North Korea:
A Fresh Look at North Korea at Night (38th North, 04/02/2023)
North Korea not opening border to anvone else after Chinese ambassador: Experts (NK News,
04,/03,/2023)

Korea's nuclear woul ‘ f character' given call for m r ion of nukes: exper
(Yonhap, 04,/03/2023)

North Korea reveals internal names for several missile systems: Analysis (NK News, 04/03/2023)
Why North Korea responds the way it does to US-ROK exercises (Breaking Defense, 04,/02/2023)

International:

China Blames U.S. and Allied War Games for 'High Fever' on Korean Peninsula (Newsweek,
04,/03/2023)

North Korean and Chinese ships delivered sanctioned vehicles to Nampo: UN report (NK News,
04,/03/2023)

North Korea decries ‘war maniacs’ US, ROK and Japan as naval drills get underway (NK News,
04,/03/2023)

North Koreans Trapped in ‘State-Sponsored Slavery’ in Russia (New York Times, 04,/03/2023)
Myanmar’s military leaders may have purchased weapons from North Korea: Report (NK News,
04,/03/2023)

he E rth Korea an w ICFE Is Tryin Deport Her (Documented, 04,/03/2023)

S.Korea, US, Japan stage anti-submarine drills amid escalating NK underwater threats (The Korea
Herald, 04/03,/2023)

Two Koreas take opposing sides in Ukraine war (Korea Times, 04/03/2023)
Vice unification minister to meet Japanese nuclear envoy to discuss N. Korea (Yonhap, 04/03/2023)

In North Korea:

e Examination of nighttime images from the past seven years shows that North Korea is
getting brighter at night, although it is still outpaced by its richer, more industrialized
neighbors. The patterns of newly lit-up areas do tend to align with Kim Jong Un’s priority
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development projects, such as large industrial complexes and housing projects, and even
active construction sites. In the Samjiyon region, for instance, entire towns that were not
visible a few years ago are now faint dots in nighttime imagery. (Martyn Williams, 38 North)

e North Korea is not likely to open its borders to future inbound travelers any time soon,
multiple diplomats, aid workers and international organization staff told NK News, calling
last week’s entry of Chinese Ambassador Wang Yajun and his delegation a one-off event.
Wang was the first known person to enter the country in nearly three years after the DPRK
shut its borders in an effort to keep out COVID-19. But rather than a signal that Pyongyang is
ready to begin moving past the pandemic and re-open to others, the Chinese ambassador’s
party’s entrance was likely just the result of political pressure on a narrow issue. (Chad
O’Carroll, NK News)

e North Korea appears to be preparing for another nuclear test, but it would be "out of
character" if such a test is carried out now, given its leader Kim Jong-un's call for the mass
production of a nuclear arsenal, an expert at 38 North said Monday. Jenny Town, director at
38 North also said there have been no "notable” movements indicating an imminent nuclear
test at the Punggye-ri nuclear test site. (Yonhap)

e North Korea revealed internal designators for several short-range missile systems for the
first time during a report on its new Hwasan-31 nuclear warhead designed to fit atop the
weapons, NK Pro analysis of state media shows, as part of a report on the new Hwasan-31
nuclear warhead module designed to fit on the weapons. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e “It is important to keep in mind that while the US and ROK certainly have the right to
conduct drills as they see fit, what they have been doing is NOT business as usual,' Jenny
Town, a Korean analyst at the Stimson Center in Washington, wrote in an email. (Colin Clark,

Breaking Defense)

International:

e American-led military exercises were to blame for the ongoing feverish tensions on the
Korean Peninsula, a Chinese official said Monday as the United States and its Asian allies
kicked off two days of naval war games to deter North Korea. "The continuous holding of
various military exercises by certain countries is the main reason for the recent high fever
on the peninsula,” said Mao Ning, a spokesperson for China's foreign ministry. "The parties
concerned should stop their military pressure and create favorable conditions for easing
conflict and restarting dialogue." (John Feng, Newsweek)

e Three shipments of trucks were delivered to North Korea in May 2022 aboard a combination
of DPRK and Chinese-flagged vessels, a forthcoming U.N. report shows, despite sanctions
prohibiting Pyongyang from importing vehicles in place since 2017. An unnamed U.N.
member state provided satellite imagery that suggests the trucks and “other items” were
brought into the country by the DPRK-flagged Kum San Bong and Kum San Bong as well as
the China-flagged Peng Lu 9. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

e The South Korean navy kicked off a joint anti-submarine exercise with U.S. and Japanese
forces in international waters near the Korean Peninsula, Seoul's defense ministry
announced on Monday. The two-day drill comes after North Korean state media lashed out
at the U.S. and South Korea, which it described as “war maniacs,” over the allies’ continued
military exercises on and around the peninsula. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e Despite sanctions and the pandemic, laborers from the country remain abroad, earning
desperately needed cash for the regime, according to a new report. For more than three
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decades, North Korea has sent workers abroad to make money for its regime. (Choe
Sang-Hun, New York Times)

e Myanmar’s military government may have recently purchased weapons from North Korea in
defiance of sanctions barring DPRK arms trade, according to an upcoming U.N. Panel of
Experts report. The Panel cites information from a member state suggesting that Myanmar
enterprise Royal Shune Lei Company Ltd. acted as a broker between the Myanmar military —
known as the Tatmadaw — and U.N.-sanctioned Korea Mining Development Trading
Corporation. The latter allegedly sent weapons to the Southeast Asian country in mid-2022.
(Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e After arriving in the U.S., Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is moving forward
with deportation proceedings, which has left her lawyer Michelle Doherty of the Brooklyn
Defender Services to think: If not her, who are the asylum laws designed to protect? (Giulia
McDonnell Nieto Del Rio, Documented)

e South Korea, the United States and Japan kicked off their two-day large-scale combined
maritime exercises, mobilizing the US nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, the USS Nimitz, and
its strike group to enhance combat readiness and interoperability against North Korea’s
continued threats, South Korea’s Defense Ministry said Monday. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea
Herald)

e South Korea and North Korea have positioned themselves on opposite sides of the
protracted war in Ukraine, with the South supporting Kyiv and the North siding with
Moscow. The calculated involvements of the two Koreas in the war taking place more than
6,500 kilometers away from the Korean Peninsula reflect their own geopolitical interests,
according to analysts. (Lee Hyo-jin, Korea Times)

e Vice Unification Minister Kim Ki-woong will meet Japan's top nuclear envoy this week to
discuss ways to boost bilateral ties amid North Korea's continued provocations, the
unification ministry said Monday. The talks between Kim and Takehiro Funakoshi,
director-general for Asian and Oceanian Affairs at Tokyo's foreign ministry, will be held
Thursday as a follow-up measure to the unification minister's visit to Japan last month.

(Yonhap)

Tuesday, April 4, 2023

UNHRC adopts resolution on N. Korea's human rights, N. Korean hacking group
Kimsuky funds espionage operations through cybercrime

In North Korea:
Kim Jong Un’s steady campaign to undercut his father’s legacy (NK News, 04/04,/2023)

239


https://www.nytimes.com/2023/04/03/world/asia/north-korea-human-rights.html
https://www.nknews.org/2023/04/myanmars-military-leaders-may-have-purchased-weapons-from-north-korea-report/
https://documentedny.com/2023/04/03/north-korea-escape-ice-asylum-seeker/
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230403000639&ACE_SEARCH=1
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230403000639&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2023/04/120_348344.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230403003551325?section=nk/nk
https://web.archive.org/web/20240517121242/https://mailchi.mp/848581068b4a/hrnk-news-itemsskorea-us-japan-stage-anti-submarine-drillsn-korea-not-opening-border-to-anyone-else-after-chinese-ambassador
https://web.archive.org/web/20240517121242/https://mailchi.mp/848581068b4a/hrnk-news-itemsskorea-us-japan-stage-anti-submarine-drillsn-korea-not-opening-border-to-anyone-else-after-chinese-ambassador
https://www.nknews.org/2023/04/kim-jong-uns-steady-campaign-to-undercut-his-fathers-legacy/

Korean hacking gr Kimsukv funds Pvongvang' ion rations through rcrim
(Yonhap, 04,/04,/2023)

North Korea appears to stop extended quarantine for imported goods: Imagery (NK Pro,
04,/04/2023)

Inter-Korean Relations:
S. Korea approves this year's first private humanitarian aid to N. Korea (Yonhap, (04,/04,/2023)

International:
China's new envoy to N. Korea starts duty (Yonhap, 04,/04,/2023)
hin hipyard firms link ‘several’ transfers of vessel rth Korea (NK Pro, 04,/04/2023)

How China let a ship banned for ferrying North Korean coal go rogue (Washington Post, 03/31/2023)

N. Korea demands U.S. extradite 2019 embassy raid suspects to Spain (Yonhap, 04/04,/2023)

North Korea’s Madrid embassy demands extradition of 2019 raid suspects (NK News, 04,/04,/2023)
rth Koreans Tr in* -Sponsored Slavery’ in Russia (The New York Times, 04/03/2023)

Nuclear envoys of S. Korea, U.S., Japan to meet in Seoul to discuss N. Korea: ministry (Yonhap,
04,/04,/2023)

South Korea, US, Japan hold anti-North Korea submarine drill (AP News, 04,/03/2023)

U.S. closely monitoring N. Korea but no indication of imminent nuclear test: Pentagon (Yonhap,
04,/04,/2023)

UNHRC adopts resolution on N. Korea's human rights (Yonhap, 04,/04,/2023)

In North Korea:

e A new series in North Korea's main newspaper has been recounting the illustrious deeds of
prominent historical figures in recent months, and in the process shedding light on the
current priorities and concerns of the regime. (Fyodor Tertitskiy, NK News)

e A North Korean hacking group known as Kimsuky has hacked cryptocurrency to fund the
country's espionage operations related to its nuclear program, Mandiant, Google's
cybersecurity unit, said Tuesday. (Kim Boram, Yonhap)

e North Korea no longer appears to be quarantining imports at its giant COVID-19 disinfection
complex on the Chinese border, according to NK Pro analysis of satellite imagery, in what
could signal major changes to the country’s pandemic era trade policies. (Colin Zwirko, NK
Pro

Inter-Korean Relations:

e South Korea has approved 240 million won ($183,000) worth of private humanitarian aid
deliveries to North Korea, marking this year's first approval of aid to the North, a unification
ministry official said Tuesday. (Yonhap)

International:

e China's new ambassador to North Korea began his official activities Tuesday, according to
China's Embassy in Pyongyang, after his arrival was delayed for years due to the North's
COVID-19-related border restrictions. (Yonhap)

e A forthcoming U.N. sanctions report identifies two Chinese shipyard firms as entities of
interest in North Korea’s acquisition of at least five ships since 2020, raising questions about

240


https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230404005700320?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-appears-to-stop-extended-quarantine-for-imported-goods-imagery/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230404004800325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230404010600325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/pro/chinese-shipyard-firms-linked-to-several-transfers-of-vessels-to-north-korea/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2023/03/31/china-north-korea-sanctions-ship/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230404001200325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2023/04/north-koreas-madrid-embassy-demands-extradition-of-2019-raid-suspects/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/04/03/world/asia/north-korea-human-rights.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230404006500325?section=nk/nk
https://apnews.com/article/south-korea-us-japan-north-korea-drills-5ce09e9d8b7a0f76b043588b5745716e
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230404000300325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230404010851320?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2023/04/kim-jong-uns-steady-campaign-to-undercut-his-fathers-legacy/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230404005700320?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-appears-to-stop-extended-quarantine-for-imported-goods-imagery/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-appears-to-stop-extended-quarantine-for-imported-goods-imagery/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230404004800325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230404010600325?section=nk/nk

their level of involvement in the DPRK’s sanctions-busting supply chain. (Chad O' Carroll, NK
Pro

The United Nations in 2017 placed a port ban on a Chinese-owned ship that had been
ferrying North Korean coal to China. With the help of Chinese courts, the vessel would not
only survive its near-shipwreck but be resold, repaired, and returned to open waters in
breach of sanctions. United Nations reports show that China has increasingly turned a blind
eye to illicit North Korean activity, but the Petrel 8 is a rare, detailed example of exactly how
that happens. (Ellen Nakashima, Cate Cadell, Dera Menra Sijabat, The Washington Post)

North Korea demanded the United States hand over members of an anti-Pyongyang group
accused of breaking into the North's embassy in Madrid in 2019 to Spain and apologize for
the raid, state media reported Tuesday. (Yonhap)

The North Korean Embassy in Madrid said the U.S. must extradite the alleged perpetrators
of a raid on their facilities for “severe punishment,” in its first public comments on the
incident after four years. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

For more than three decades, North Korea has sent workers abroad to make money for its
regime. Thousands still remain in China and Russia according to a new report. Human rights
groups have compared the conditions faced by North Korean workers abroad to
"state-sponsored slavery". (Choe Sang-Hun, The New York Times)

The top nuclear envoys of South Korea, the United States and Japan will hold trilateral talks
in Seoul this week over North Korea's denuclearization and other pending issues, Seoul's
foreign ministry said Tuesday. (Yonhap)

The South Korean, U.S. and Japanese navies began their first anti-submarine drills in six
months on Monday to boost their coordination against increasing North Korean missile
threats, South Korea’s military said. (Hyung-Jin Kim, AP News)

The United States continues to closely monitor North Korea for signs of an upcoming
nuclear test but there has been no clear indication of a test, a Pentagon spokesperson said
Monday. (Yonhap)

The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) on Tuesday adopted a resolution
denouncing North Korea's gross human rights violations, which was co-sponsored by South
Korea for the first time in five years. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Ava Jane Moorlach, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

WED.d DIVE.Org /WED

-on-n-koreas-human-rightsn-korean-hacking-group-kimsuky-funds-espionage-operations-through-cybercrime

Wednesday, April 5, 2023

NK journalists summoned to Pyongyang, urged to become ‘loyal spokespersons’;

South turns hawkish as UN council condemns North
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In North Korea:
Class sizes in North Korea are shrinking as more women become breadwinners (Radio Free Asia,

04,/05/2023)
Kicking and smuggling: North Korean taekwondo master accused of arms trafficking (NK News,
04,/05/2023)

N. Korea holds conference of journalists' union for 1st time in 22 years (Yonhap, 04/05,/2023)
NK_journalists summoned to Pyongyang, urged to become ‘loyal spokespersons’ (Yonhap,
04,/05/2023)

North Korea demands ‘new and fresh' propaganda to inspire total obedience (NK News, 04/05,/2023)

International:

Book Review: “A Pyongyang Woman From London” (38 North, 04,/05,/2023)
South Korea votes for UN resolution condemning North Korean human rights abuses (NK News,

04,/05/2023)
South turns hawkish as UN council condemns North (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04 /05/2023)

nd ROK con mber drill r North Korean ression | (NK News,
04,/05/2023)

In North Korea:

e The trend appears to be making authorities nervous, a person who works in education in
South Pyongan province, north of the capital Pyongyang, told Radio Free Asia on condition
of anonymity for security reasons.‘Yesterday we welcomed the newly enrolled students at
Toksong Elementary School, but there were not many new students,” he said. “Ten years ago,
we used to divide the new, incoming students into four or five separate classes, but each
year the number of new students decreases. So there are only three classes [of first graders]
this year. (Hyemin Son, Radio Free Asia)

e Ri Chol Nam may have brokered weapons and bulletproof vests on behalf of Pyongyang, says
UN Panel of Experts report. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e North Korea held a conference of its journalists' union earlier this week for the first time in
22 years and urged its members to become "devoted spokespeople” of the ruling Workers'
Party, state media reported Wednesday. (Yonhap)

e North Korea held a rare conference of the national union of journalists earlier this week for
the first time in 22 years to discuss ways to strengthen state-controlled media’s role as a
propaganda tool to “maximize the effectiveness of indoctrination and ideological
penetration,” state media reported Wednesday. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e At state propagandists conference, authorities call for stronger ‘ideological weapon’ to fight
unapproved beliefs. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

International:

e When North Korean defector Thae Yong-ho released his memoir in 2018, it became one of
South Korea’s most-read books, ranking 15 out of the 30 top-selling books that year. Thae’s
book promised pizzazz and delivered exactly that to a certain extent by sharing his
experiences as an interpreter for Kim Jong II, shepherding one of Kim Jong Il's sons in
London and working shoulder-to-shoulder with some of North Korea’s most famous
diplomats. In the book, Thae delved a bit into his family life and his relationship with his two
sons, but most of those stories took a backseat to stories and anecdotes focused on his
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professional career as a diplomat in North Korea and at embassies abroad.As if to bring
Thae’s family life into clearer focus, Oh Hye Son, Thae’s wife, released her own book in
February of this year entitled A_Pyongyang Woman From London. Given their shared
experience living abroad in North Korean embassies, Oh’s book traces the outlines of some
of the events already covered in her husband’s book, but through the perspective of that of a
diplomat’s wife and a working mother of two sons. She also shares details about her own life,
which are almost absent from Thae’s work, revealing more information about what life as a
female member of North Korea’s elite is like, and her own views on North Korea’s society and
economy. As such, the book is an interesting addition to what is a growing body of literature
being written by North Korean defectors. (Robert Lauler, 38 North)

Expert calls Seoul’s first vote on the annual resolution in five years a ‘welcome development,
but more could be done. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

South Korea's recent international engagement regarding North Korea suggests Seoul may
be returning to a hawkish stance toward Pyongyang. The UN Human Rights Council in
Geneva adopted a resolution Tuesday condemning human rights violations by the North
Korean regime.South Korea co-sponsored the resolution, ending a multi-year hiatus that
began during the previous liberal administration, which favored improving relations with the
North. (Park Hyun-ju, Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Nuclear-capable B-52 flies over the peninsula with fighter jets in allies’ latest effort to
bolster deterrence. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Thursday, April 6, 2023

A National Strategy for Countering N. Korea; N. Korea executes "extralegal”
shooting for Hallyu and border entrance

Top News:

ional Str for nterin rth Kor LIVE STREAM (American Enterprise Institute,

04/05,/2023)
*Will the lie of "Paradise on Earth' be exposed.. North Korea executes "extralegal" shooting for

Hallyu and border entrance (JoongAng-Ilbo, 03/30,/2023)
*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text below

In North Korea:

Cables show NK tried to undermine US amid efforts for Korean peace (The Korea Herald,
04/06/2023)

ri ildings razed in major renovation proj inter-Korean border (NK News, 04,/06,/2023)
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Korea slam HRC' ion of resolution on its human righ ‘intolerabl ' (Yonhap,
04,/06,/2023)
N. Korea warns of 'offensive’ actions against S. Korea-U.S. joint military drills (Yonhap, 04,/06,/2023)
North Korea continues crackdown on foreign music, outside information. and porn (NK Pro,
04,/06,/2023)
State media review: North Korean kids show loyalty to state by walking 215 miles (NK Pro,
04,/06,/2023)

In South Korea:
Korear n nuk ‘at any time": I's defense minister (Yonhap, 04,/06,/2023)
Over 60 pct of S. Koreans support own nuclear armament: poll (Yonhap, 04/06,/2023)

S. Korea warns of actions over N. Korea's unauthorized use of Kaesong complex (Yonhap,
04,/06,/2023)

Vice FM ur ration on N. Korea's denuclearization during NATO talks (Yonhap, 04,/06,/2023)

International:

Dossier reveals accounts of 1st high-level diplomacy between N. Korea, U.S. (Yonhap, 04/06,/2023)
Nuclear envoys of S. Korea, U.S. vow to keep close tabs on N. Korea's possible provocations (Yonhap,
04,/06,/2023)

S. Korea, U.S., Japan to hold security talks this month: defense chief (Yonhap, 04,/06,/2023)

Top News:

e Since the emergence of the nuclear threat from North Korea in the early 1990s, the primary
objective of US policy has been to convince Pyongyang to abandon its nuclear weapons
program. While successive administrations have adopted different combinations of
incentives and disincentives, all have pursued denuclearization primarily through diplomacy
and negotiations. All have failed.Kim Jong Un's New Year’s Eve call for an “exponential
increase” in North Korea’s nuclear arsenal underscores the need for a fundamental shift in
US policy. A recent report from several experts offers fresh strategies for countering North
Korea. Join some of the authors of the report, including Nicholas Eberstadt, Joseph DeTrani,
Robert Joseph, and Greg Scarlatoiu, for a discussion on the current challenges and
opportunities in the United States’ North Korea policy. (American Enterprise Institute)

e In 2012, 'Kwanliso No. 22} a political prison camp in northern North Korea, was known to
have been closed, but claims have been raised that it is still in operation. In a report
published at the time, the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK) presented
dozens of satellite images taken by Digital Globe, a private satellite company, of satellite
images of Kwanliso No. 22 in Hoeryong, North Hamgyong Province, and said, "It turns out
that the camp is still in operation.' (Kang Tae-hwa, JoongAng-Ilbo)

In North Korea:

e North Korea had sought to undermine the US-led United Nations Command and joint
military exercises between US and South Korea, the two biggest deterrents preventing the
North’s potential attacks, amid efforts for peace on the Korean Peninsula, according to the
latest diplomatic cables released Thursday. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

e The original buildings used by the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission to ensure
compliance with the Korean armistice agreement after the war were demolished this week
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as part of a major renovation project in the area, according to United Nations Command
(UNC). Photos from the Joint Security Area seen by NK News show multiple forklift diggers
tearing down the decades-old structures alongside workers wearing yellow vests, with little
left of the original buildings at the time the scenes were captured. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

e North Korea on Thursday condemned the latest adoption of a resolution by the United
Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) that denounced the North's human rights violations
as an "intolerable act of political provocation and hostility" Han Tae-song, the North's
permanent representative to the U.N. office in Geneva, said his country "categorically"
rejected the U.N. resolution as "the most heavily politicized document of fraud," according to
the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). (Yonhap)

e North Korea on Thursday denounced South Korea and the United States' latest joint military
drills as an "unprecedented" war rehearsal, vowing to take "offensive" military steps against
such actions. (Yonhap)

e North Korea recently made available its new Law on Rejecting Reactionary Ideology and
Culture in full, which provides critical insights into how the regime identifies and interprets
threats to its ability to control information. As the lack of changes to the law by Aug. 2022
implies, the leadership does not seem to plan to ease its policy of punishing people for
consuming and distributing undesirable foreign content any time soon. (Martin Weiser, NK
Pro)

e North Korean state media celebrated the sacrifices of children as young as 11 years old who
retraced the alleged steps of Kim Il Sung and walked 216 miles (348 km) from the Chinese
border down to Pyongyang. The children reportedly chanted loyalty slogans as they marched
in the biennial event, meant to signal to other youth nationwide the sorts of sacrifices the
state expects of them. Right after the children walked almost the entire length of North
Korea, they began a new school year, with state media celebrating the start of the academic
semester on April 1. Reports featured happy students and parents who received school
uniforms and supplies at the state’s expense, the latest report demonstration of Kim Jong
Un’s benevolence. (Seung-Yeon Chung, NK Pro)

In South Korea:

e North Korea is ready to conduct a nuclear test "at any time," South Korea's Defense Minister
Lee Jong-sup said Thursday, reiterating Seoul's policy focus on bolstering deterrence against
Pyongyang's evolving nuclear and missile threats. Lee made the remarks in a briefing to the
National Assembly's defense committee, amid tensions heightened by the North's
provocative acts, such as its recent unveiling of the Hwasan-31 tactical nuclear warhead and
the test of an underwater nuclear attack drone. (Yonhap)

e More than 60 percent of South Koreans voiced the need for Seoul to independently build its
own nuclear weapons, a survey showed Thursday, in the latest indication that the people are
more open to atomic weapons amid growing military threats from North Korea. According to
the poll of 1,000 adults commissioned by the Asan Institute for Policy Studies, 64.3 percent
replied that South Korea needs to develop its own nuclear weapons to counter Pyongyang's
escalating nuclear threats. (Yonhap)

e South Korea's unification ministry said Thursday it will take necessary steps if North Korea
does not respond to Seoul's call to stop the unauthorized use of a now-shuttered joint
industrial park in the North. The ministry's call came as Rodong Sinmun, the North's main
newspaper, carried photos of a South Korean bus running in Pyongyang on Wednesday. It
was presumed to be one of about 300 buses used in the Kaesong Industrial Park to transport
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North Korean workers before the complex was closed down in 2016. Seoul's unification
ministry said it attempted to notify North Korea of stopping the unauthorized use of the
Kaesong complex earlier in the day, but the North has not responded as of now. (Yonhap)

e South Korea's Second Vice Foreign Minister Lee Do-hoon called Thursday for continued
cooperation on North Korea's denuclearization as he attended a meeting of North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) foreign ministers. During the ministerial meeting held in
Belgium, Lee pledged to ramp up cooperation with NATO against several global challenges,
Seoul's foreign ministry said in a press release. (Yonhap)

International:

e The South Korean government on Thursday made public newly declassified documents on
the first-ever senior-level diplomacy in 1992 between the United States and North Korea,
offering a glimpse into the diplomatic tug-of-war over the North's nuclear program. The set
of mostly 1992 diplomatic documents, spanning some 360,000 pages, highlights accounts of
discussions between Washington and Pyongyang amid the then reconciliatory mood fueled
over the Korean Peninsula following the adoption of the Inter-Korean Basic Agreement and
the Joint Declaration on the Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula at the end of 1991.
(Yonhap)

e The chief nuclear envoys of South Korea and the United States met in Seoul on Thursday to
discuss security issues on the Korean Peninsula amid concerns over North Korea's growing
nuclear and missile threats. South Korea's chief nuclear negotiator, Kim Gunn, and his U.S.
counterpart, Sung Kim, shared their assessments of the regional security situation at the
foreign ministry building, following the North's recent missile launches. (Yonhap)

e Senior defense officials of South Korea, the United States and Japan will hold trilateral talks
later this month, Seoul's defense chief said Thursday, as the three nations seek to bolster
security cooperation against military threats from North Korea. (Yonhap)

[Translation] Will the lie of "Paradise on Earth" be exposed... North Korea executes "extralegal”
shooting for Hallyu and border entrance (Kang Tae-hwa, JoongAng-Ilbo)

According to the 2023 North Korean Human Rights Report, which was prepared and released by the
Ministry of Unification on the 30th based on the testimonies of 508 North Korean defectors
between 2017 and 2022, North Korea has recently significantly increased the number of crimes that
can warrant the death penalty. The basis for actual execution cases testified by North Korean
defectors is concentrated in the Act on Elimination of Reactionary Ideology and Culture and the
Emergency Quarantine Act enacted in 2020.

The provisions each contain information on crackdowns on the inflow of external culture, such as
the Korean Wave (Hallyu), and border and coastal blockades to prevent the spread of COVID-19. All
of them give the pretense of ‘law’) but in reality, they are more like extralegal regulations that allow
immediate execution of residents who come into contact with the outside world.

In 2012, 'Kwanliso No. 22! a political prison camp in northern North Korea, was known to have been

closed, but claims have been raised that it is still in operation. In a report published at the time, the
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK) presented dozens of satellite images taken by
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Digital Globe, a private satellite company, of satellite images of Kwanliso No. 22 in Hoeryong, North
Hamgyong Province, and said, "It turns out that the camp is still in operation."

When Korean culture, including dramas, movies, and music, was introduced en masse and
popularized, the Kim Jong-un regime defined it as “reactionary culture” Not only acts of
dissemination, but also foreign-style clothing, way of speaking, and lifestyle are being cracked down.

To this end, a large-scale censorship organization called the 109 Combined Command Department,
consisting of experts from the Party, the National Security Agency, social safety, and technology, is
operating.

In particular, unlike the provision of up to 10 years of correctional labor punishment for general
external culture distribution, the act of distributing a movie or book of an “enemy country” can be
punished with more than 10 years, life imprisonment or the death penalty. Hostile countries are
South Korea and the United States.

Based on this, the North Korean regime publicly shot a man who imported South Korean video from
China and distributed it to residents in 2020, and in 2017, a man who circulated a Korean drama was
shot immediately after being sentenced to death. Even those who sold Korean cosmetics and other
items were included in the target of public execution.

It was found that in border areas where foreign materials and culture flowed in, de facto immediate
executions were being carried out, ignoring even the minimum formal judicial process.

According to the testimonies of North Korean defectors, the North Korean regime issued a guideline
for the border guards to “shoot if they do not stand down after being warned three times to stand
still, in the Emergency Quarantine Act, which was created in the name of COVID-19 prevention. In
particular, there were testimonies that after 2020, residents and border guards had a policy of
"immediately killing anyone who enters the border blockade area without prior warning."

This means that arbitrary firing squads without prior warning are officially being carried out at the
border between North Korea and China.

The Kim Jong-un regime also carries out general executions by firing squad rather than shooting on
the spot, openly in marketplaces, riversides, and playgrounds, where many people tend to gather.
According to testimonies, 1,000 people were mobilized to observe the public execution in 2018, the
crowd so large that it took over an hour to leave the scene after the executions.

It has been confirmed that shootings were also carried out with machine gun fire, similar to the way
Kim Jong-un shot his uncle Jang Song-taek with an anti-aircraft gun in 2013. According to the
testimonies of North Korean defectors, in 2018, in a public execution by firing squad in Chongjin,
North Hamgyong Province, five shooters aimed machine guns at the death row inmate, and the
machine gun fire continued even after death.

The Kim Jong-un regime's extremely sensitive measures against contact with the outside world are

interpreted as measures to prevent residents from figuring out that North Korean society is not the
"paradise on earth", like the Kim family has been propagating for decades.

247



Oh Gyeong-seop, a researcher at the Korea Institute for National Unification, said, “The North
Korean regime perceives the rapidly spreading Hallyu (Korean Wave), especially among young
people, as the greatest threat to the stability of the system. In the case of the North Korea-China
border, it is understood that ruthless control is being exercised by deploying the ‘Storm Corps’ (11th
Corps), a front-line unit, in order to completely block residents approaching the border as well as
the practice of existing border guards colliding with residents.

Translated by Haeun Moon, HRNK Research Intern

Prepared by Valerie Xu, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Friday, April 7, 2023

Inter-Korean hotlines go dead amid tensions; Nuclear envoys urge repatriation of
NK workers abroad

In South Korea:

The daughter who fled North Korea to find her mother (BBC, 04/07/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Inter-Korean hotlmes go dead amid tensmn (The Korea Hemld 04/07/ 2023)

04,/07/2023)

Regular inter-Korean call goes unanswered by North twice on Friday (Korea JoongAng Daily,
04,/07/2023)

International:

China, others have obligation under U.N. resolutions to engage N. Korea: State Dept. (Yonhap,
04,/07/2023)

North Korea harnessing network of overseas workers to fund weapons programs: US (NK News,
04,/07/2023)

North Korea suggests ‘war machine’ NATO will cause ‘Ukraine crisis’ in Asia (NK News, 04,/07/2023)
Nuclear envoys urge repatriation of NK workers abroad (The Korea Herald, 04,/07/2023)

US, S.Korea, Japan concerned over N.Korea's 'malicious’ cyber activities (Reuters, 04,/07/2023)

S. Korea, U.S.. Japan urge international community to repatriate N. Korean workers (Yonhap,

04,/07/2023)
South Korea, US, Japan warn of North Korea's overseas workers (The Korea Times, 04/07/2023)

South-U.S. drills push region to 'brink of nuclear war": North (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04,/07/2023)
SKorea, US, Japan call for support of ban on NKorea workers (AP, 04,/07/2023)
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In South Korea:

If she was caught she would certainly be punished, perhaps even shot. But she felt a pull far
stronger than her fear. She was leaving North Korea to find her mother, who had left her
behind as a child. (Jean Mackenzie, BBC)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Korea did not answer the routine calls South Korea makes twice a day using its
military and nonmilitary hotlines -- another sign that inter-Korean tensions have been
escalating quickly as the North accuses the South and its biggest ally, the US, of ramping up
tensions with their annual military drills. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

Daily communication between the two Koreas was suspended Friday, as North Korea did not
respond to regular contact via a cross-border liaison line and a military hotline, the South
Korean government said. (Yonhap)

North Korea failed to respond to regularly scheduled calls via the inter-Korean liaison line
Friday, South Korea's Unification Ministry said. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

China and any other countries that have a relationship with North Korea have an obligation
to encourage Pyongyang to halt its provocative actions, a state department spokesperson
said Thursday, amid reports that the North is prepared to conduct a nuclear test at anytime.
(Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

The Kim Jong Un regime continues to leverage a network of North Korean nationals abroad
to raise funds for its weapons programs, according to a joint statement from the U.S., South
Korea and Japan that calls on all countries to repatriate these individuals immediately. (Ifang
Bremer, NK News)

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) expansion will end in destruction and disaster,
North Korean state media said Friday, slamming the alliance for its attempts to “dominate
the world.” (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

The chief nuclear envoys from South Korea, the US and Japan called on countries employing
North Korean workers to repatriate them as per United Nations Security Council resolutions
preventing overseas income from bankrolling the North’s nuclear and missile programs.
(Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

The United States, South Korea and Japan expressed deep concern over North Korea's
"malicious" cyber activities to support its weapons programmes, in comments released in a
joint statement on Friday. (Soo-Hyang Choi, Ju-min Park, Reuters)

The top nuclear envoys of South Korea, the United States and Japan held trilateral talks here
on Friday during which they called for the international community to repatriate all North
Koreans working overseas in line with U.N. sanctions over the North's provocations. (Yonhap)
South Korea, Japan and the United States urged member states of the United Nations, Friday,
to repatriate all North Korean overseas workers that they believe are key sources of foreign
currency and revenue for the development of Pyongyang's nuclear program. (Kang
Seung-woo, The Korea Times)

Pyongyang warned Seoul and Washington on Thursday that their latest "unparalleled” joint
military drills are pushing the security situation of the Korean Peninsula "to the brink of a
nuclear war" (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)
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e South Korea, the U.S. and Japan called for stronger international support of efforts to ban
North Korea from sending workers abroad and curb the North's cybercrimes as a way to
block the country’s means to fund its nuclear program. (Hyung-Jin Kim, AP)

Prepared by Myriam Aribaud, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

NLLp WED.d DIVE.Org /WED

Saturday, April 8, 2023

SK government published the first human rights report regarding NK: “North
Korea executed Juveniles and pregnant women publicly."

Top News:
*South Korean government published the first human rights report regarding North Korea: “North

Korea executed Juveniles and pregnant women publicly." (Wikileaks Korea, 03 /30,/2023)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text below

In North Korea:

N. Korea conducted another test of underwater nuclear-capable attack drone this week (Yonhap,
04,/08/2023)

North Korea reveals Haeil-2 undersea ‘nuclear attack drone’ test for first time (NK News,
04,/08,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

N. Korea remains unresponsive to regular contact via military hotline for 2nd day (Yonhap,
04,/08/2023)

International:
China's Xi tells N. Korea's Kim to bolster 'strategic guidance' over bilateral ties (Yonhap, 04/08/2023)

US. S. Korea forging closer cooperation on N. Korea, regional issues: CRS report (Yonhap,
04,/08/2023)

Top News:

e North Korea’s human rights report, which the government prepared for a long time based on
years of data, pieces of evidence, and testimonies, will be released. North Korea’s human
rights situation was expected to be serious, but it is shocking that most of them go beyond
common sense, such as “Young people who watched South Korean videos were executed’,
and “Pregnant women pointed the Kim Il-sung’s statue with her finger were
executed”Ministry of Unification said that the ‘2023 North Korean Human Rights report’
based on 500 escapees(estimated) testimonies will be released tomorrow. It is the first time
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to reveal this report to the public even though it has been published annually since after the
North Korean Human Rights Act has been enacted. (Hye-won Kang, Wikileaks Korea)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please refer to the bottom of the release to view the full
translation.

In North Korea:

North Korea said Saturday it carried out another test of an underwater nuclear-capable
attack drone this week, proving the weapon system's reliability and "fatal" striking capability.
The North tested the Haeil-2 underwater strategic weapon system from April 4-7, according
to the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). "The system will serve as an advantageous and
prospective military potential of the armed forces of the DPRK essential for containing all
evolving military actions of enemies, removing threats and defending the country,' the KCNA
said in an English-language dispatch. (Yonhap)

North Korea revealed the “Haeil-2’" underwater nuclear attack drone” for the first time
Saturday, reporting the system was tested earlier this week to “deter all sorts of escalated
military actions of the enemy.” It is the third test of the new category of nuclear weapon to
be disclosed in state media. In a report unveiling the “Haeil” system last month, Pyongyang
said it had been in development since 2012 and undergone dozens of tests in secret. (NK
News, Colin Zwirko)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Korea remained unresponsive to regular contact via a military hotline for the second
day Saturday, military officials said. The North did not respond to the regular 9 a.m. opening
call between the two sides after daily calls through the cross-border liaison line and the
military hotline the previous day went unanswered, the officials said. The two Koreas
typically hold phone calls twice a day in the morning and in the afternoon using the joint
liaison office channel and their military channel. While the liaison office channel operates
only on weekdays, the military channel also conducts calls on weekends. (Yonhap)

International:

The remarks came as Kim received a message from Xi as the Chinese leader thanked the
North Korean leader for congratulating him on his reelection as president of China,
according to the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). In the message, Xi "attaches great
importance to the relations between the two parties and two countries, expressing his
willingness to accelerate the development of the socialist cause of the two countries and
promote regional peace, stability, development and prosperity by strengthening the
strategic guidance" over the China-DPRK relations,’ the KCNA reported in an
English-language dispatch. (Yonhap)

The United States and South Korea are enhancing their cooperation to tackle various issues
including North Korea, a U.S. congressional report said Friday.President Joe Biden and his
South Korean counterpart, Yoon Suk Yeol, are also seeking to expand their countries'
multilateral cooperation with Japan to rein in North Korea's escalating provocations, the
report by the Congressional Research Service (CRS) suggested.(Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)
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[Translation] South Korean government published the first human rights report regarding North
Korea: “North Korea executed Juveniles and pregnant women publicly.”

North Korea’s human rights report, which the government prepared for a long time based on years
of data, pieces of evidence, and testimonies, will be released. North Korea’s human rights situation
was expected to be serious, but it is shocking that most of them go beyond common sense, such as
“Young people who watched South Korean videos were executed”, and “Pregnant women pointed the
Kim II-sung’s statue with her finger were executed”

Ministry of Unification said that the ‘2023 North Korean Human Rights report’ based on 500
escapees(estimated)’ testimonies will be released tomorrow. It is the first time to reveal this report
to the public even though it has been published annually since after the North Korean Human Rights
Act has been enacted.

Considering the privacy of North Korean defectors and the backlash of North Korea, it was
confidential. But the government changed its policy to let the public know about North Korea’s poor
human rights situation. According to the Ministry of Unification, the 450-page report consists of
four major chapters: ACivil and Political Rights, AEconomic Social, and Cultural Rights,
AVulnerable groups, Apolitical prisoners of war, abductees, and separated families.

According to the report, it says “In North Korea, arbitrary deprivation of life by authorities has been
found” and added that testimonies regarding the ‘immediate execution’ has been collected
continuously. Also, they mentioned that “Not only for violent crime, but also for the acts that cannot
be imposed under the terms of freedom, such as drug transactions, watching and distributing
Korean videos, and religious and superstitious acts.” It explained.

The report mentioned that the women were exposed to violence in the whole society such as at
home, school, military, and detention facilities, and a huge number of youths had been executed
since they watched the South Korean videos. In 2015, 6 juveniles who watched some South Korean
videos and used opium got a life sentence and were executed immediately.

In 2017, a video of a woman dancing at home was circulated in public, and the woman, who was six
months pregnant at the time, was publicly executed due to a problem that she pointed to a portrait
of Kim IlI-sung using her finger. In addition, as the food distribution system did not work properly,
most residents secured food through personal economic activities. Additionally, public medical
service was not properly operated, so people should give the medical doctor cash as an allowance in
kind.

The report added that serious human rights violations have occurred, such as executions and forced
labor of prisoners of war, abductees, and separated families suffering from surveillance and
discrimination. Most of these contents are contained in some other reports released by the United
Nations or domestic and foreign private organizations, but this report is meaningful as it has been
issued officially by the government.

This report was based on more than 1,600 human rights violation testimonies from 508 North

Korean defectors who escaped from North Korea between 2017 and 2022. An official from the
Ministry of Unification explained, “Among the total of 3,412 people surveyed, 2,075 North Korean
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defectors filled out the questionnaires” And added that 508 testimonies that met the conditions of
defecting after 2017 were selected and reflected in the report.

The proportion of women(53%) and men(47%) testifiers was similar, and 20s(31.1%) were the most
common. By their residence, Yanggang-do(59.1%), Hamgyeongbuk-do(17.3%), and Pyongyang(10.8%).
The Ministry of Unification explained that many cases in the border area were cited and that there
are very few cases after 2022 as the number of North Korean defectors plunged due to North Korea’s
border blockade because of COVID-19.

The official said, “This report is significant in that it is the government’s first public report published
under the North Korean Human Rights Act enacted in 2016 through bipartisan cooperation.” And
added, “No other government agency has ever investigated and published the report about North
Korean human rights.

The Ministry of Unifications plans to distribute 2,500 copies online and offline and push for the
publication of the English version so that the report can be used as reliable basic data in the field of
human rights in North Korea. The official added that it will be published annually in the form of an
annual report, but it depends on the situation, such as a decrease in North Korean defectors.

Unification Minister Yong-se Kwon said, “The publication of this report is the result of the South
Korean government’s willingness to make more efforts to substantially improve human rights in
North Korea” And added, “We hope to play a meaningful role in bringing meaningful changes in
attitudes and responsible actions by the North Korean authorities,” he said. Finally, he emphasized
that the government will continue to work together with the international society to improve human
rights until the day North Koreans have their own rights for granted.

Reporter Hye-won Kang of Wikileaks Korea
Translated by Yubin Jun, HRNK Intern

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, April 9, 2023

Inside the international sting operation to catch North Korean crypto hackers

In North Korea:

No more fancy photo shoots, wedding veils or banquets in North Korean weddings (Radio Free Asia,
04,/08/2023)

North continues to ghost South as it tests undersea drone (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04,/09,/2023)
North Korea claims another test of underwater nuclear drone (AP News, 04,/08/2023)
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Inter-Korean Relationship:

N. Korea remains unresponsive to military hotline calls from S. Korea for 3rd day (Yonhap,
04,/09,/2023)

International:

Inside the international sting operation to catch North Korean crypto hackers (CNN, 04/09,/2023)
SKorea, US, Japan call for support of ban on NKorea workers (AP News, 04/08/2023)

In North Korea:

No more wedding photos of bride and groom clinking wine glasses. No wedding veils. No
extravagant banquets or over-the-top flower arrangements. And no pictures of the bride
lighting the groom’s cigarette. All those smack of anti-socialist attitudes, and don’t embrace
traditional North Korean ideals, authorities in the country say. Instead, women should dress
in traditional if colorful attire (men can wear Western suits), and weddings should be
humble, “patriotic” affairs that are less wasteful as the country suffers chronic food and fuel
shortages, sources in the country told Radio Free Asia. (Chang Gyu Ahn, Radio Free Asia)
North Korea didn't respond to routine calls from the South over the weekend, heightening
tensions on the peninsula amid reports that it conducted another underwater nuclear drone
test. South Korea’s military said Sunday that the North did not answer its calls through the
military hotlines installed near the Yellow Sea and East Sea for the third consecutive day.
(Lee Sung-Eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

North Korea on Saturday claimed it tested this week a second known type of
nuclear-capable underwater attack drone designed to destroy naval vessels and ports,
adding to a flurry of weapons demonstrations this year that have heightened tensions with
rivals. (Kim Tong-Hyung, AP News)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Korea did not answer routine calls from South Korea via a military hotline for the third
day in a row Sunday for unclear reasons, officials said. The two Koreas are supposed to hold
calls twice a day -- once in the morning and the other in the afternoon -- via military and
liaison hotlines set up across the border, but the North stopped answering calls from the
South on Friday afternoon. (Yonhap)

International:

A spokesperson for South Korea’s National Intelligence Service told CNN it has developed a
“rapid intelligence sharing” scheme with allies and private companies to respond to the
threat and is looking for new ways to stop stolen cryptocurrency from being smuggled into
North Korea. Recent efforts have focused on North Korea’s use of what are known as mixing
services, publicly available tools used to obscure the source of cryptocurrency. (Sean
Lyngaas, CNN)

South Korea, the U.S. and Japan called for stronger international support of efforts to ban
North Korea from sending workers abroad and curb the North’s cybercrimes as a way to
block the country’s means to fund its nuclear program. (Hyung-Jin Kim, AP News)
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Prepared by Rachel Baek, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

http web.archive.org /web /20240 8 /https: //mai

sting-operation-to-catch-north-korean-crypto-hackers

Monday, April 10, 2023

US Urges Countries to Return North Koreans lllegally Working Abroad

Top News:
US Urges Countries to Return North Koreans Illegally Working Abroad (Bloomberg, 04,/06,/2023)

In North Korea:

North Korea says ‘virgin girl soldier’ died for Kim Jong Un at construction site (NK News,
04/10/2023)

‘Secret rooms’ in North Korean restaurants create a space to conduct illicit affairs (Radio Free Asia,
04,/10/2023)

In South Korea:

S. Korea kicks off Hwarang defense drills (Yonhap, 04,/10,/2023)
South begins exercises, North won't pick up phone (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04,/10/2023)

Korean Defense Ministr ni rity breach after ing report (Korea JoongAng Daily,
04,/10/2023)
NK's underwater drones mean more defense costs for Seoul: analysts (The Korea Times, 04,/10,/2023)
‘Heightened” North Korean threats spur nationwide drills in South Korea: JCS (NK News,
04,/10/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Kor nr nsiv routine inter-Korean liaison, military hotline calls for 4th (Yonhap,
04,/10/2023)
North Korea ‘blocking’ hotlines to South Korea, unification ministry says (NK News, 04,/10/2023)

International:

S. Korea, U.S., Japan to hold trilateral defense talks in U.S. this week (Yonhap, 04,/10,/2023)
North can hit all of South, U.S. bases in Japan: Experts (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04,/10,/2023)

Yoon's office to request 'appropriate measures' from US over spying fiasco (The Korea Herald,
04,/10/2023)
Top News:

e When the pandemic hit, workers in places such as neighboring Russia and China were
stranded, finding themselves at the mercy of brokers and employers looking to pay them as
little as possible, the report from the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea said. “The
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economic difficulties created by the Chinese authorities’ zero-Covid policy appear to have
worsened the situation,” it said. (Jeong-Ho Lee, Bloomberq)

In North Korea:

North Korea state media has heaped praise upon an 18-year-old "virgin girl soldier" who died
from overwork while fulfilling Kim Jong Un's orders to carry out rapid construction on a
greenhouse last year. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

In North Korea, couples involved in secret, illicit or private business who need places to meet
away from prying eyes don’t have many options. (Chang Gyu Ahn, Radio Free Asia)

In South Korea:

South Korea's military kicked off an annual joint exercise with local governments, police and
firefighting authorities Monday as part of efforts to maintain an integrated defense posture
against North Korea's military threats. (Yonhap)

South Korea's military began its annual Hwarang exercises Monday with local governments,
police and firefighting authorities to maintain comprehensive defensive readiness against
North Korea's escalating military threats, according to Seoul's Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS).
(Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

The Ministry of National Defense has denied allegations of security breaches at the
ministry's headquarters located next to the presidential office. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

After North Korea claimed it successfully tested a nuclear-capable underwater attack drone
recently, South Korea's military immediately played it down, saying the capabilities of the
weapon may have been exaggerated or even faked. (Jung Min-Ho, The Korea Times)

The South Korean military announced Monday that it is holding nationwide field training
exercises with police and fire departments through October this year to better respond to
“heightened” North Korean threats. (Jeongmin Kim. NK News)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Korea remained unresponsive to daily routine calls with South Korea through an
inter-Korean liaison communication channel and a military hotline for the fourth straight
day Monday, according to the South's government. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

North Korea is ignoring calls from South Korea across multiple hotlines, Seoul announced
Monday, in what the unification ministry suggested was an intentional move to block any
cross-border communication for the first time in more than a year. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

International:

South Korea, the United States and Japan will hold a trilateral senior-level defense meeting
in the U.S. later this week, an informed source said Monday, amid joint efforts to sharpen
deterrence against North Korean threats. (Yonhap)

North Korea has noticeably advanced its tactical nuclear weapons program to target not only
the rest of the Korean Peninsula but also U.S. bases in the region, according to experts in
Seoul. (Chung Yeong-Gyo, Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng Daily)
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e The presidential office said Monday it would request "appropriate measures" from the US if
necessary after the two countries finish assessing allegations that the US intelligence agency
had wiretapped the South Korean government. (Shin Ji-hye, Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

Prepared by Joseph Choi, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Tuesday, April 11, 2023

Seoul Prioritizes Pyongyang’s Human Rights Abuses Amid Growing Nuclear
Tensions; Unification minister issues ‘strong warning’ to N.K.

Top News:

Seoul Prioritizes Pyongyang’s Human Rights Abuses Amid Growing Nuclear Tensions (VOA,
04,/05/2023)

Us urges countries to return north koreans illegally working abroad (AJOT, 04,/06,/2023)

In North Korea:

Kim Jong Un reviews ‘attack plans’ on South Korea at top military meeting (NK News, 04,/11/2023)
' ar expansi : a (The Telegraph,

04/11/2023)
Kor nr nsi regular con ia_inter-Korean liaison, military hotlines for 5th
(Yonhap, 04 /11 /2023)

04/11/2023)
rth Korean | r ‘offensive’ nuclear expansion (AP News, 04 /11/2023)

To curb theft and skip days at factories, North Korea is installing security cameras (Radio Free Asia,
04/11/2023)

In South Korea:

S. Korea vojces 'strong' regret over N. Korea's refusal to answer daily calls (Yonhap, 04/11/2023)
Seoul accuses critics of using ‘forged’ US reports as anti-alliance ‘propaganda’ (NK News,
04,/11,/2023)

Seoul condemns Pyongyang for refusing to answer hotline calls, using its property (The Korea Times,
04,/11/2023)

Seoul-Tokyo tensions heat up again over Dokdo report (The Korea Herald, 04,/11/2023)
h begins exerci rth won't pick hone (Korea JoonAng Daily, 04 /11,/2023)

Unification Minister blames North for 'irresponsible’ silence (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04 /11,/2023)
Unification minister issues ‘strong warning’ to N.Korea (The Korea Herald, 04,/11/2023)
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International:
Details in US intel leak ‘altered’: Yoon's office (The Korea Herald, 04/11,/2023)

Russian governor asks Putin to invest in North Korea border infrastructure (NK News, 04/11/2023)

Top News:

South Korea has issued an unprecedented report on North Korea’s treatment of its own
citizens, signaling Seoul no longer believes that silence on the rights abuses will ease the way
for progress on negotiating an end to Pyongyang’s burgeoning nuclear and missile programs.
The Ministry of Unification (MOU), which deals with inter-Korean affairs, issued the report
detailing Pyongyang’s human rights abuses based on testimony from more than 500 North
Koreans who defected to South Korea between 2017 and 2022. According to Roberta Cohen,
former deputy assistant secretary of state for human rights under the Carter administration,
“Both actions mark a refreshing departure from the policies of the Moon administration and
herald South Korea’s return to the promotion of human rights internationally and to
supporting accountability for those responsible for crimes against humanity in the North?”
Cohen, who is now co-chair emeritus of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea,
continued that the human rights report by the Yoon administration “is also an effort to reach
out to the North Korean people and express solidarity with them.” She added, “Word may
well get into North Korea” that Seoul published the report and “bring hope to some in North
Korea that they are not forgotten, and that change may well come in future. North Korean
officials might also begin to question their own association with the regime which can lead
to some improvement.” (Kim Hyungjin, Christy Lee, VOA)

The US, Japan and South Korea urged countries to repatriate North Korean workers illegally
sent abroad to earn cash for Kim Jong Un’s regime, as Pyongyang appears to be easing
Covid-based border restrictions that left them in limbo.The nuclear envoys of the three
countries issued a statement after a meeting in Seoul on Friday saying the workers were sent
abroad in violation of United Nations Security Council resolutions, and nations that host the
laborers could be aiding in illegal activity. When the pandemic hit, workers in places such as
neighboring Russia and China were stranded, finding themselves at the mercy of brokers and
employers looking to pay them as little as possible, the report from the Committee for
Human Rights in North Korea said. “The economic difficulties created by the Chinese
authorities’ zero-Covid policy appear to have worsened the situation,’ it said. (Lee Jeong-ho,
AJOT)

In North Korea:

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un reviewed “frontline attack operation plans” while pointing
to areas of South Korea on a map at a high-level military meeting Monday, according to state
media.The Rodong Sinmun reported that top military officials at a Central Military
Commission (CMC) meeting the previous day also discussed “expanding more practically and
offensively our war deterrent,” appearing to refer to nuclear weapons. (Colin Zwirko, NK
News)

The reclusive regime has been angered by ongoing joint military drills between the United
States and South Korea. (Nicola Smith, The Telegraph)

Earlier in the day, Unification Minister Kwon Young-se issued a rare statement expressing
"strong regret" over the North's "unilateral and irresponsible” move. The ministry said it is

258


http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230411000728&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://www.nknews.org/2023/04/russian-governor-asks-putin-to-invest-in-north-korea-border-infrastructure/
https://www.voanews.com/a/seoul-prioritizes-pyongyang-s-human-rights-abuses-amid-growing-nuclear-tensions/7038576.html
https://www.ajot.com/news/us-urges-countries-to-return-north-koreans-illegally-working-abroad
https://www.nknews.org/2023/04/kim-jong-un-reviews-attack-plans-on-south-korea-at-top-military-meeting/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/04/kim-jong-un-reviews-attack-plans-on-south-korea-at-top-military-meeting/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/04/11/north-korea-kim-jong-un-vows-nuclear-expansion/

"putting weight" on the possibility of Pyongyang's "unilateral” suspension of the liaison
communication channel. (Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has called for expanding his country's war deterrence in a
more "practical and offensive” manner, state media said Tuesday, in response to joint military
drills by South Korea and the United States. Kim made the remarks while presiding over an
enlarged meeting of the Central Military Commission of the ruling Workers' Party of Korea
(WPK) on Monday, according to the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). (Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un vowed to enhance his nuclear arsenal in more “practical
and offensive” ways as he met with senior military officials to discuss the country’s war
preparations in the face of his rivals’ “frantic” military exercises, state media said Tuesday.
(Kim Tong-Hyung, AP News)

e As North Korea’s economy worsens, factory workers are stealing more parts, tools and other
items to sell elsewhere and bring in a bit more income. Others are bribing their bosses to
skip work so they can make more money doing other side jobs. (Hyemin Son, Radio Free Asia)

In South Korea:

e The government expresses strong regret over the North's unilateral and irresponsible
attitude. We strongly warn that this will only lead the North to isolate itself and face more
difficult situations,’ Kwon said in a statement. The North's unresponsiveness raised
speculation that the secretive regime may have intentionally cut off the liaison channel to
protest joint military drills between South Korea and the United States or the release by the
South of a report on the North's human rights violations. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yi Wonju, Yonhap)

e Leaked U.S. documents that appeared to show Washington wiretapped the South Korean
government were “forged,” Seoul’s presidential office said Tuesday, criticizing the opposition
party for using the leak as anti-U.S. “propaganda” despite growing North Korean threats.The
Yoon administration made the claim in a statement outlining its “official” position on the
leaked U.S. intelligence documents first reported by The New York Times earlier this week.
According to the reports, the leaks cite signal intelligence when detailing internal debates in
the ROK government about providing arms to Ukraine. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e Unification Minister Kwon Young-se's remarks come as the North remains unresponsive to
inter-Korean communication channels for the fifth straight day without giving any reasons.
"The government expresses strong regret over its unilateral and irresponsible attitude. We
sternly warn that North Korea is on the path to more serious trouble as it isolates itself [with
such behavior," Kwon said at the government complex in Seoul. "Moreover, North Korea has
violated the property rights of our companies by using their equipment and facilities at the
Kaesong Industrial Complex without their permission despite our government's requests
and warnings." (Jung Min-ho, The Korea Times)

e South Korea on Tuesday strongly denounced Japan’s latest claims to the Dokdo islets, calling
in Tokyo's deputy envoy in Seoul, as tensions reignite ahead of a potential summit to be held
on the sidelines of a Group of Seven meeting in Tokyo in May. (Choi Si-Young, The Korea
Herald)

e South Korea's military began its annual Hwarang exercises Monday with local governments,
police and firefighting authorities to maintain comprehensive defensive readiness against
North Korea's escalating military threats, according to Seoul's Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). The
first exercise kicked off in Daegu and surrounding North Gyeongsang and will run for five
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days, the JCS said. Hwarang exercises will take place in other regions of the country each
month until October. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e South Korean Unification Minister Kwon Young-se blamed North Korea for suspending
inter-Korean communication in a statement on Tuesday, where he said the regime's sudden
silence would only deepen its isolation. In his statement, Kwon expressed “regret” for the
North’s “unilateral and irresponsible” suspension of communication with the South via the
inter-Korean liaison line and the military hotline since Friday. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

e The South Korean unification minister on Tuesday strongly warned that North Korea’s
unilateral severance of cross-border hotlines will eventually put itself in a predicament,
urging North Korean leader Kim Jong-un to stop heightening tensions and make a “wise
decision.” (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

International:

e President Yoon Suk Yeol's first deputy national security adviser has played down the
significance of the recent leak of highly classified US intelligence documents involving South
Korea, shortly before boarding a plane to the US to discuss a Seoul-Washington summit
scheduled for late April. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

e Primorsky Krai leader touts proximity to DPRK but bemoans road and rail facilities, as
countries seek to boost ties. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Wednesday, April 12, 2023

N.Korea vows to initiate vibrant space projects; N.Korea unresponsive to regular
contact via inter-Korean liaison line for 6th day

In North Korea:
Breaking down North Korea's advancing cyber prowess (Axios, 04/12/2023)
N. Korea vows to initiate vibrant space projects amid worries over potential spy satellite launch
(Yonhap, 04/12 /2023)
Kor law on ntrol of science an hnol lents (Yonhap, 04/12/2023)
North Korea's Punggye-ri Nuclear Test Site: No Signs of an Imminent Test (38 North, 04/12/2023)

In South Korea:

FM says purported Pentagon documents likely fabricated (Yonhap, 04/12/2023)
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Kor hol | Xerci in hazards (Yonhap, 04/12 /2023)
Yoon gives credentials to new ambassador to U.S. (Yonhap, 04 /12 /2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
N. Korea unresponsive to regular contact via inter-Korean liaison line for 6th day (Yonhap,
04/12/2023)

International:
Japan, US, S. Korea defense officials to discuss N. Korea at meeting on Friday (NHK World Japan,
04/11/2023)

vidence shows ill intentions from in all ing of presidential office: ri visor

(Yonhap, 04/12 /2023)

North Korea parade "probably oversells” ICBM threat-leaked document (Reuters, 04/11,/2023)

S. Korea, U.S. to discuss "qualitative enhancement” of deterrence against N.K. threats (Yonhap,
04/12/2023)

South Korea to lend 500,000 rounds of artillery shells to US (Reuters, 04 /12 /2023)

U.S. expressed intent to cooperate with S.Korea over issue of leaked Pentagon documents: Seoul FM
(Yonhap, 04/12 /2023)

In North Korea:

e Recent attacks linked to North Korean state-backed hackers are spotlighting how technically
adept and creative the regime's cyber activity has become. Experts say public perception of
North Korea's cyber threat risks painting the regime as an underfunded country solely
focused on cybercrime to fund its government, but those perceptions aren't quite right.
(Sam Sabin, Axios)

e North Korea vowed Wednesday to pursue more space development projects on the occasion
of the International Day of Human Space Flight, according to state media, amid concerns
over its potential launch of a military spy satellite this month. (Yonhap)

e North Korea has adopted a new law aimed at strengthening state control of talents in the
science and technology field, state media said Wednesday, amid the country's efforts to urge
self-reliance during economic hardships. The decision was made at a plenary meeting of the
Standing Committee of the Supreme People's Assembly (SPA) held Tuesday, according to the
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). The law on the sci-tech talents management is
designed to "realize the unified state control and administration of the talents on a higher
level so that they can play a leading and pivotal role in developing the country's economy
and improving the people's living standard,’ the KCNA said in an English-language dispatch.
(Yonhap)

e Commercial satellite imagery of North Korea's Punggye-ri Nuclear Test Site indicates that
work continues throughout the site, with evidence of personnel in both the north and south
areas and minor activity around Tunnels 3 and 4. While the support infrastructure and
instrumentation around Tunnel No. 3 suggest that it is capable of fielding a test if and when
the decision is made, there are no major activities—such as increased vehicle traffic and
personnel near the tunnel—that would indicate a test may be imminent. (Jack Liu, Olli
Heinonen, and Peter Makowsky, 38 North)

In South Korea:
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Foreign Minister Park Jin said Wednesday much of the information contained in purported
Pentagon documents leaked online appears to have been fabricated. Park made the remark
to reporters after delivering a lecture to lawmakers of the ruling People Power Party, saying
the government is closely communicating with the United States on this matter. The
authenticity of the documents has gained wide attention after The New York Times and The
Washington Post reported them revealing that U.S. intelligence services allegedly
eavesdropped on Seoul's internal debates about providing weapons to the U.S. for use in
Ukraine. (Yonhap)

South Korea will stage a joint tabletop exercise (TTX) between its military and government
officials Wednesday against potential dangers from space, the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said.
The TTX will be joined by officials from the military, the defense and science ministries, and
other state-run space research centers, such as the Korea Aerospace Research Institute,
according to the JCS. (Yonhap)

President Yoon Suk Yeol on Wednesday gave a letter of credence to new South Korean
Ambassador to the United States Cho Hyun-dong. The letter was presented during a
ceremony at the presidential office. Cho, a career diplomat and former first vice foreign
minister, will replace Cho Tae-yong, who was recently appointed national security adviser.

(Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Korea remained unresponsive to daily routine calls with South Korea through an
inter-Korean liaison communication channel for the sixth straight day Wednesday, Seoul's
unification ministry said. The North has not answered the daily calls from the South via the
liaison line since last Friday, including both opening and closing calls as of late Wednesday
afternoon, according to the ministry. Seoul's routine calls via the militaries' East and West
seas communication lines also went unanswered. (Yonhap)

International:

Senior defense officials from Japan, the United States and South Korea will meet on Friday to
discuss responses to North Korea's nuclear and missile development. The Japanese Defense
Ministry said on Tuesday that the working-level talks will be held in Washington DC. The
Japanese ministry's Director-General for Defense Policy Masuda Kazuo, US Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs Ely Ratner and South Korea's Deputy
Minister for National Defense Policy Heo Tae-keun are scheduled to attend the meeting.
(NHK World Japan)

A South Korea's national security adviser insisted on Tuesday insisted that the U.S. may not
have had any ill intentions when it possibly eavesdropped on conversations at Seoul's
presidential office. Kim Tae-hyo, principal deputy national security adviser, also said the
allies believe a "large portion" of the classified documents believed to have leaked from the
U.S. Department of Defense may be fake. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

U.S. intelligence analysts believe a recent military parade in North Korea "probably oversells"
the threat its inter-continental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) pose to the United States, according
to a leaked document purportedly from the U.S. government. (Idrees Ali, David Brunnstrom,
Reuters)

South Korea and the United States plan to discuss ways to qualitatively enhance
Washington's extended deterrence against growing nuclear and missile threats from North
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Korea on the occasion of a bilateral summit later this month, Seoul's foreign ministry said
Wednesday. In a report submitted to the National Assembly's foreign affairs committee, the
ministry said Seoul and Washington will discuss ways to "qualitatively enhance the extended
deterrence capabilities against North Korea's advancing nuclear and missile threats" during
President Yoon Suk Yeol's state visit to the U.S. this month. (Yonhap)

e South Korea has reached an agreement to lend the United States 500,000 rounds of 155mm
artillery shells that could give Washington greater flexibility to supply Ukraine with
ammunition. The report came after leaked highly classified U.S. military documents
highlighted South Korea's difficulties dealing with pressure from Western allies to help with
the supply of military aid to Ukraine. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

e South Korea's top diplomat said Wednesday that Washington has expressed its intent to
cooperate with Seoul in dealing with the issue of leaked Pentagon documents that purport
the U.S. had eavesdropped on Seoul's top security officials. Foreign Minister Park Jin said
during a session of the National Assembly's foreign affairs committee that the United States
takes the issue "seriously" and it has "expressed its willingness to fully cooperate with our
government through close communication." (Yonhap)

Prepared by Yoshino Yamauchi, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Thursday, April 13, 2023

President Yun's Speech to the US Congress Emphasizes '"Human Rights First
North Korea Policy'

Top News:

"President Yun' h to th ngress Emphasizes 'Human Rights Fir rth Korea Poli
‘Inflow of Information to North Korea™ (VOA, 04/08/2023)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text below

In North Korea:

N. Korea fires missile that may have been new type of weapon (Associated Press, 04/12/2023)
North Korean missile launch triggers evacuation order in Japan (NK News, 04,/13/2023)

N. Korea unresponsive via inter-Korean liaison line for 7th day (Yonhap, 04,/13,/2023)

North Korea sentences 20 young athletes for ‘speaking like South Koreans (Radio Free Asia,
04/13/2023)

In South Korea:

Most Korean plaintiffs in Japan forced-labour cases accept Seoul's compensation plan (Reuters,
04/13/2023)
S. Korea to conduct radiation tests on 89 N. Korean defectors (Yonhap, 04,/13/2023)
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International:
National Security Council 'strongly’ denounces N.K. missile launch (Yonhap, 04/13,/2023)

Russian Far Fast region says it sent nearly 3K tons of corn to North Korea (NK News, 04,/13/2023)

US and ROK convene high-level defense dialogue on North Korean nuclear threats (NK News,
04,/13/2023)
U.S. urges N. Korea to halt missile provocation, come to negotiating table (Yonhap, 04/13/2023)

Top News:

Human rights experts and North Korean defectors said Yoon Seok-yeol, South Korean
president should emphasize the importance of human right-centered North Korea policies
and information inflow about North Korea in upcoming speech at the US Congress at the
end of April. There has been a suggestion that it is necessary to make it clear that North
Korean human rights are not a negotiating topic. (Kim Young-Kwon, VOA)
*This article has been translated from Korean. Please refer to the bottom of the release to view
the full translation.

In North Korea:

North Korea on Thursday conducted its first intercontinental ballistic missile launch in a
month, possibly testing a new more mobile, harder-to-detect missile for the first time, its
neighbors said, as it extends its provocative run of weapons tests. (Hyung Jin-Kim, Kim
Tong-Hyung, Mari Yamaguchi, AP)

North Korea launched one intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) from the Pyongyang area
Thursday morning, prompting Japanese authorities to issue evacuation warnings to
residents of the northern island of Hokkaido. (Collin Zwirko, NK News)

North Korea did not respond to daily routine calls with South Korea via an inter-Korean
liaison communication channel for the seventh straight day Thursday, Seoul's unification
ministry said. (Yonhap)

About 20 aspiring North Korean winter athletes were abruptly sentenced to three to five
years of hard labor in prison camps after they were found to have used South Korean
vocabulary and slang while playing a word game, sources in the country say. (Jieun Kim, REA)

In South Korea:

The bereaved families of 10 South Koreans who won court cases over being forced to work
under Japanese colonial rule have accepted compensation proposed by Seoul as it seeks to
mend ties with Tokyo, South Korea's foreign ministry said on Thursday. (Soo Hyang Choi,
Reuters)

South Korea plans to conduct radiation exposure tests on 89 North Korean defectors who
hailed from areas near the North's Punggye-ri nuclear testing site, Seoul's unification
ministry said Thursday. (Yonhap)

International:

The presidential National Security Council (NSC) "strongly” denounced North Korea's launch
of an intermediate- or longer-range ballistic missile Thursday. The NSC held a meeting led
by National Security Adviser Cho Tae-yong to discuss what South Korea's military described
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as an intermediate- or longer-range ballistic missile launch earlier in the day. President Yoon
Suk Yeol was immediately briefed on the launch, his office said. (Yonhap)

e Russia has sent thousands of tons of corn to North Korea this year from the far east region of
Amur, according to the Russian government. In a press release, the Amur veterinary customs
agency said it took advantage of high yields this year to export 2,800 tons of corn to the
DPRK out of a total of 130,000 tons sent to six Asian countries. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e U.S. and South Korean defense officials convened for a two-day meeting this week to discuss
combined readiness against North Korean nuclear and missile threats and other alliance
issues, according to Seoul and Washington. The 22nd Korea-U.S. Integrated Defense
Dialogue (KIDD) concluded the same day that North Korea fired an intercontinental ballistic
missile that prompted evacuation alerts in Hokkaido, Japan. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e The United States strongly condemns North Korea's latest ballistic missile launch and calls
on the country to stop further escalating tension on the Korean Peninsula, a National
Security Council (NSC) spokesperson said Wednesday, hours after Pyongyang fired a ballistic
missile into the East Sea. (Yonhap)

"Human rights experts and North Korean defectors urge President Yoon to emphasize 'human

rights-first' policy and 'information inflow to North Korea' in his speech to the US Congress."

North Korean citizens in Pyongyang watched a performance on February 16 to celebrate the 81st

birthday of Kim Jong-il, the former leader of North Korea.

Human rights experts and North Korean defectors said Yoon Seok-yeol, South Korean president
should emphasize the importance of human right-centered North Korea policies and information

inflow about North Korea in upcoming speech at the US Congress at the end of April.

There has been a suggestion that it is necessary to make it clear that North Korean human rights are

not a negotiating topic.

This is Kim Yeong-kwon reporting.

US human right experts said that they hope Yoon Seok-yeol, South Korean president, about to make
a speech at US Congress Joint Convention on April 27th, to surely emphasize North Korean human
right problems.

Robert King, the former North Korean Human Right Ambassador-at-large at US department of state,
said to VOA on April 7th that the president Yoon should suggest North Korean human rights problem
in the speech explaining that US Congress has traditionally supported the improvement of North

Korean human rights.
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[Transcript: The former ambassador-at-large King] “Congress is supportive of efforts to deal with
North Korea's human rights problem. The US adopted the North Korean Human Rights Act.
They've renewed it periodically. I think it's one of many issues on which the United States and
South Korea are very much in agreement. And I think the North Korea human rights issue should

be raised in this speech,’

The former ambassador-at-large King said, “Congress is supportive of efforts to deal with North
Korea’s human rights problem” and “The US adopted the North Korean Human Rights Act and

they've renewed it periodically”

Furthermore, he emphasized that North Korea’s human rights problem is “one of the many agendas
that US and South Korea strongly agree” and “Upcoming speech should suggest North Korea’s

human rights problem.”

The former ambassador-at-large King wished that President Yoon to emphasize the continuous
cooperation between two countries on the problem and added “I hope President Yoon to say that he

looks forward to the passage of the bill”

The executive director of the private organization in Washington DC, the Committee for Human
Rights in North Korea, Greg Scarlatoiu, said that he hopes President Yoon will emphasize the human

rights first policy through his congressional speech.

[Transcript: Executive Director Scarlatiou] “It is time for a paradigm shift. Let's lead with human
rights. Let us implement human rights upfront policy on North Korea, involving serious
information campaigns, relying on content customized for all socio-economic strata in North

Korea.

Executive Director Scarlatoiu hopes President Yoon emphasizes the importance of a human
rights-based policy through his speech at the upcoming Congress. Scarlatoiu particularly wants
President Yoon to declare that it is a "time for a paradigm shift" and to "lead with human rights." He
especially emphasized the need for a human rights-based policy towards North Korea, including a

serious information campaign relying on customized content for all socio-economic strata.
Executive Director Scarlatiou has pointed out that there was not any positive result even though
they focused North Korea policy and negotiation on the nuclear and missiles agenda for the past 30

years regarding human rights as an obstacle.

Additionally, he said that over the President Yoon’s state visit to the US, South Korea and US should
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push ahead to support the use of advanced technology to enable North Korean citizens to access the

internet via mobile phones.

North Korean defectors from elite backgrounds also emphasized the importance of President Yoon
highlighting not only the severity of North Korea's human rights issues to the international

community, but also awakening the consciousness of North Korean authorities

Lee Hyun-seung, a researcher at the Global Peace Foundation, active in Washington as a child of a

North Korean elite

[Transcript: Researcher Lee Hyun-seung] “It is important to inform the international community,
but it is actually more important to inform internally (about external information). Especially,
many of people who lead the society, in other words assailants who commit human rights’ abuses
do not think that they are committing human rights’ abuses. Therefore, it is necessary to inform
them clearly that what they are doing is a clear violation of human rights and a crime, so that

even they hesitate.”

Researcher Lee urged President Yoon to emphasize two things regarding North Korean human
rights in his speech to the US Congress."

[Transcript: Researcher Lee Hyun-seung] "Firstly, I would like President Yoon to clearly mention
that North Korean human rights cannot be used as a bargaining chip. Please emphasize that this
is an inalienable right of North Korean residents. Secondly, I hope President Yoon will clearly

state that the responsibility for North Korean human rights lies with North Korean dictators.”

Serious human rights violations in North Korea and leader Kim Jong-un's dictatorial regime cannot
be separated, so it is necessary to clearly establish the responsibility of the supreme leader for

human rights crimes.

Ryu Hyun-woo, former deputy ambassador to Kuwait's North Korean embassy who sought asylum in
South Korea in 2019, expressed his hope that President Yoon would declare his commitment to
consistency on North Korean human rights regardless of the unique nature of inter-Korean relations

or negotiating conditions."
[Transcript: Former Deputy Ambassador Ryu Hyun-woo] "Every time there is a change in

government, there is a phenomenon of North Korean human rights losing direction and

inconsistency. So, I hope there will be consistency on this issue. We must consistently uphold the
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values of freedom, democracy, and human rights held by the free world without wavering""

Former Deputy Ambassador Ryu also expressed his hope that President Yoon would emphasize in his
speech that North Korean citizens are the agents of change and that the efforts of the international

community to awaken them are of paramount importance."

[Transcript: Former Deputy Ambassador Ryu Hyun-woo] “First of all, aren't people the agents of
change, including all activities such as coups and revolutions? So I see changing the
consciousness of those people as the first step. Don't we also need to understand that we are the
ones who need to recognize human rights as human rights? That's what I mean by making people

aware.'

Suzanne Scholte, the chairman of the North Korea Freedom Coalition (NKFC) which is supported by
over 70 civil society organizations and activists around the world, expressed great appreciation for
President Yoon's recent emphasis on the human rights of North Korean citizens. She expects that
President Yoon will continue to emphasize this issue in his speech to the US Congress, and
emphasized that the most important thing is to strengthen campaigns to save the lives of North

Korean defectors in China and provide objective information to the people of North Korea.

She added that "We hope that North Korean citizens will have the same rights as citizens of South
Korea and the United States."

[Transcript: Chairman Scholte] “We want the people of North Korea to have the same rights as the
people of South Korea, the United States. They are not their enemy. The enemy of the North

Korean people is Kim Jong-un.”

She said, "The people of South Korea and the United States are not enemies of North Korean

citizens, and their enemy is Kim Jong-un."
This is Kim Young-kwon with VOA.

Translated by Nathan Choe, HRNK Research Intern

Prepared by Jack Boone, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240 6/https:

to-the-us-congress-emphasizes-human-rights-first-north-korea-policy
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Friday, April 14, 2023

North Korea says it tested "most powerful” missile to date; A Beacon of Hope for
the North Korean People

Top News:
A Beacon of Hope for the North Korean People (RFA Korean Service, 04,/13/2023)

In North Korea:

New ICBM could make it easier for North Korea to launch nuclear strike, analysts say (CNN,
04/14,/2023)

North Korea clalms it launched new Hwasong -18 solid-fuel ICBM (UPI 04/14/ 2023)

Guardtan 04 /14/ 2023)
Kor it con fir launch of n lid-fuel ICBM (The Korea Herald, 04 /14 /2023)

North Korea says it tested ‘Hwasong-18 solid-fuel ICBM for first time (NK News, 04,/14 /2023)

North Korea says it tested "most powerful" missile to date (BBC, 04 /14 /2023)

N. Korea says it tested new solid-fuel ICBM to improve nuclear counterattack posture (Yonhap,
04/14,/2023)

North Korea says it tested new solid-fuel ICBM, warns of 'extreme’ horror (Reuters, 04 /14 /2023)

N. Korea says it tested new solid-fuel long-range missile (AP News, 04 /14 /2023)

North says it test-fired solid-fuel ICBM, South confirms it (Korea Joongang Daily, 04 /14 /2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

South ready to improve relations with North, but won't tolerate provocations: Unification Ministry
(Korea Joongang Daily, 04/14 /2023)

International:

Chief nuclear envoy to visit Sweden, Germany (Yonhap, 04/14 /2023)

US, Japan hold air drills after North Korean missile prompts evacuation orders (NK News,
04/14,/2023)

Top News:

e In this video interview with Radio Free Asia, Ambassador Lee Jung-Hoon, the inaugural ROK
Ambassador-at-Large for North Korean Human Rights and a member of HRNK's Board of
Directors, shares his thoughts on the human rights situation in North Korea and the
international community's role in addressing the issue. Specifically, he discusses the role of
the ROK Ministry of Unification's N. Korean Human Rights Promotion Committee, for which
he was recently appointed as the Chair. (RFA Korean Service)
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*Please note that this interview is in Korean. To view machine-generated English subtitles,
please click on Settings > Subtitles/CC > Auto-translate > English.

In North Korea:

North Korea says the new intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) it tested Thursday was
solid-fueled, a development that analysts say could allow it to launch long-range nuclear
strikes more quickly and easily as it ramps up its missile program. (Brad Lendon and Gawon
Bae, CNN)

North Korea successfully test-fired the Hwasong-18, a new solid-fuel intercontinental
ballistic missile that will "strike extreme uneasiness and horror" into the regime's enemies,
state media reported Friday. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

North Korea claims it has successfully tested a solid-fuel intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) for the first time - a breakthrough that the country’s leader, Kim Jong-un, warned
would make its enemies “suffer in endless fear”. (Justin McCurry, The Guardian)

North Korea claimed Friday that the country had successfully test-fired a new-type
solid-fuel intercontinental ballistic missile for the first time on Thursday., under the
guidance of the country’s leader Kim Jong-un. It labeled the ICBM as its “powerful, strategic
attack means” (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

North Korea test-launched a “Hwasong-18" solid-fuel intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) for the first time on Thursday, according to state media. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)
North Korea says it tested a new solid-fuel intercontinental ballistic missile - its "most
powerful" missile to date. (Kelly Ng and John Mackenzie, BBC)

North Korea on Friday said the missile used in its recent launch was its new solid-fuel
"Hwasong-18" intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), with leader Kim Jong-un claiming that
the launch significantly improved its nuclear counterattack posture. (Yonhap)

North Korea announced on Friday it had tested a new solid-fuel intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM), a development set to "radically promote" its forces, which experts said would
facilitate missile launches with little warning. (Soo-hyang Choi and Ju-min Park, Reuters)
North Korea said Friday it flight-tested a solid-fuel intercontinental ballistic missile for the
first time, a possible breakthrough in its efforts to acquire a more powerful,
harder-to-detect weapon targeting the continental United States. (Kim Tong-hyung and
Hyung-jin Kim, AP News)

North Korea on Friday said it successfully tested a solid-fuel intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) for the first time, marking significant progress in its missile program. (Lee Sung-eun,

Korea Joongang Daily)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

South Korea stands ready to improve relations with North Korea on the basis of reciprocity,
but will not tolerate armed provocations by the regime "in any shape or form," according to a
new policy document released by the Unification Ministry on Friday. (Michael Lee, Korea

Joongang Daily)

International:

South Korea's chief nuclear negotiator will visit Sweden and Germany next week to discuss
issues related to the Korean Peninsula and North Korea's nuclear weapons program, the
foreign ministry said Friday. (Yonhap)
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e The U.S. and Japanese air forces conducted a joint exercise over the Sea of Japan (East Sea)
on Thursday to strengthen deterrence against North Korean missile threats, according to
Tokyo, after the latest DPRK missile test triggered evacuation orders in Japan. (Shreyas
Reddy, NK News)

Prepared by Bryan Clark, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Saturday, April 15, 2023

Advancing North Korean Human Rights: The Role of Civil Society, Leaked US docs
raise questions about N. Korea’s missile capabilities

Top News:
Advancing North Korean Human Rights: The Role of Civil Society (HRNK, 04,/13/2023)

In North Korea:
Kor mark late founder's birthday (Yonhap, 04/15/2022)

In South Korea:
Ministry officially uses term 'N. Korea's denuclearization' in white paper on unification (Yonhap,
04/15/2022)

International:

G7 diplomats to grapple with Ukraine, China, N. Korea crises (AP News 04/15/2023)

Leak ments rai ion rth Kor missil ilities (NK News,
04/14/2023)

Negotiation is only way N. Korean nuclear issue can be resolved: U.S. official (Yonhap, 04 /15/2023)

Top News:

e The urgency to address human rights in North Korea has never been greater as the
international community marks the 10th anniversary of the establishment of the UN
Commission of Inquiry (COI) on Human Rights in North Korea. On April 20, the Center for
East Asia Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution, the Committee for Human Rights in
North Korea, and the North Korea Freedom Coalition will host Ambassador Shin-wha Lee for
an interactive discussion on these issues. Registration is required. You may RSVP for this
event by clicking on this link. (HRNK)

In North Korea:
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e North Korea appears set to hold celebrations for the 11ith birth anniversary of its late
founder Kim IlI-sung on Saturday with dance performances in its capital and fireworks.

(Yonhap)

In South Korea:

e South Korea's unification ministry officially used the term "North Korea's denuclearization"
in the first white paper on inter-Korean affairs issued by the conservative Yoon Suk Yeol
administration Friday. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

International:

e This year’s G7 talks are crucial in revitalizing diplomacy aimed at pressuring a hostile North
Korea to return to disarmament negotiations, especially with a dysfunctional U.N. Security
Council that's divided between permanent members, according to Park Won Gon, a
professor at Seoul’s Ewha Womans University. (Foster Klug, AP News)

e North Korea continues to push ahead in developing long-range missiles capable of delivering
nuclear warheads to the continental U.S., conducting a landmark test of a solid-fuel
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) on Thursday. (James Fretwell, NK News)

e Negotiation is the only way the nuclear standoff between the United States and North Korea
can be resolved, a senior U.S. official said Friday, urging Pyongyang to come to the dialogue
table. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Venesia Delancy, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240 429 /https: //mailchimp /e2358e55b8cd /hrnk-news-ite
ted-most-powerful-missile-to-datea-beacon-of-hope-for-the-north-korean-people-11191418

Sunday, April 16, 2023

S. Korea fires warning shots over North border

In North Korea:

N. Korean leader apparently skipped to visit mausoleum on his late grandfather's birthday (Yonhap,
04,/16,/2023)

In South Korea:

Korea fir rning sh fter Kor rol I maritim rder (Yonhap,
04/16,/2023)
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fires warning sh ver North border (The Korea Herald, 04/16 /2023)

South Korea fires warning shots at North Korea vessel west of peninsula: JCS (NK News, 04,/16 /2023)
International:
hin llides with rd after pursui rth Korean patrol vessel (Korea JoongAng

Daily, 04,/16,/2023)

S. Korean and U.S. to kick off large-scale combined air drills this week (Yonhap, 04,/16 /2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un does not appear to have visited a mausoleum for his late
grandfather on the occasion of the national founder's 111th birthday. (Yonhap)

In South Korea:

e A South Korean Navy vessel fired warning shots to drive out a North Korean patrol boat that
crossed the western de facto maritime border last week, the South's military said Sunday.
(Yonhap)

e South Korea fired warning shots at a North Korean patrol boat that crossed the maritime
border in the West Sea on Saturday, amid escalating tension prompted by the North’s latest
missile test Thursday. (Choi Si-Young, The Korea Herald)

e South Korea fired warning shots at a North Korean patrol boat late Saturday morning,
according to a statement by South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) released the following
day. (Ifang Bremer, Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

International:

e The incursion of a North Korean sea patrol that crossed the inter-Korean maritime border in
the Yellow Sea on Saturday in pursuit of a Chinese fishing vessel led to a minor collision
between a South Korean Coast Guard patrol and the Chinese boat, Seoul military officials
said Sunday. (Micheal Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e South Korea and the United States will kick off a large-scale regular joint air exercise later
this week, the South's Air Force said Sunday, in the latest drill meant to step up deterrence
against North Korea's evolving military threats. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Ava Kim, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

273


https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230416000136&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://www.nknews.org/2023/04/south-korea-fires-warning-shots-at-north-korean-vessel-west-of-peninsula-jcs/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/04/16/national/northKorea/Korea-North-Korea-Day-of-the-Sun/20230416173232057.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230416000900325?section=national/defense
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230416000600325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230416001551325?section=national/defense
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230416000136&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://www.nknews.org/2023/04/south-korea-fires-warning-shots-at-north-korean-vessel-west-of-peninsula-jcs/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/04/16/national/northKorea/Korea-North-Korea-Day-of-the-Sun/20230416173232057.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230416000900325?section=national/defense
https://web.archive.org/web/20240517123842/https://mailchi.mp/2d85e65cea7b/hrnk-news-itemss-korea-fires-warning-shots-over-north-border
https://web.archive.org/web/20240517123842/https://mailchi.mp/2d85e65cea7b/hrnk-news-itemss-korea-fires-warning-shots-over-north-border

Monday, April 17, 2023

S Korea, Japan hold first security talks of diplomats, defense officials in 5 years;
A closer look at NK’s post-COVID food shortages

In North Korea:
A closer look at North Korea's post-COVID food shortages (The Korea Herald, 04,/17/2023)

Kim Jong Un opens first stage of 10,000-home construction project in Pyongyang (NK News,
04,/17/2023)

n lead (Yonhap,
04/17/2023)

Korean 1 r h r m n ion of his 1 randfather's birth (Yonhap,

04/17/2023)
N. Kore ] egic weapon developmen

interference (Yonhap,04 /17/2023)

International:

Russia ‘sincerely hopes’ North Korea will ease COVID controls: Senior official (NK News, 04 /17/2023)
Kor n hold fir ri lks of diplom fen fficials in rs (Yonhap,

04/17/2023)

S. Korea, Japan hold senior-level security talks after 5-year hiatus (The Korea Herald, 04,/17/2023)

S. Korean lawmakers to hold conference with British, Japanese counterparts on N.K. hacking
attempts (Yonhap, 04/17/2023)

S. Korea, U.S.. Japan hold missile defense drills in Fast Sea amid N. Korean threats (Yonhap,
04,/17/2023)

South Korea, U.S.. Japan kick off missile defense exercise in Fast Sea (Korea JoongAng Daily,
04,/17/2023)

US and allies hold trilateral missile defense drill after North Korean ICBM test (NK News,
04,/17/2023)

US, ROK, Japan push to increase intel sharing to deal with North Korean threats (NK News,
04,/17/2023)

In North Korea:

e In North Korea, acute and chronic food shortages have been exacerbated following the triple
whammy of economic sanctions, self-imposed border closures and years of extreme weather
events. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un opened the first stage of a 10,000-home construction
project in Pyongyang's Hwasong district on Sunday, according to state media, as the ruling
party promotes a campaign to build 50,000 homes in the capital by 2025. (Shreyas Reddy, NK
News)
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e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has attended a ceremony to mark the completion of
building 10,000 homes in Pyongyang, state media said Monday, describing the project to
supply more homes as "the most important" one. (Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has watched sports games, together with his daughter and
younger sister, in celebration of his late grandfather Kim Il-sung's birthday, according to
state media Monday. (Yonhap)

e North Korea said Monday its strategic weapon development was aimed at strengthening its
self-defense against threats from Washington while accusing moves by the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) against Pyongyang as domestic interference. (Yonhap)

International:

e Russia's deputy foreign minister has expressed his "sincere hope" that North Korea will ease
its COVID-19 border controls, stating that the restrictions are hindering bilateral trade and
cooperation. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e South Korea and Japan held a joint meeting of senior diplomats and defense officials here on
Monday, the first such talks since March 2018, Seoul's foreign ministry said, amid signs of a
slow thaw in bilateral ties. (Yonhap)

e South Korea and Japan on Monday agreed to develop “future-oriented security cooperation”
in the face of escalating North Korean threats and a changing security environment in
Northeast Asia at the first senior-level security talks in five years. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea
Herald)

e Former and incumbent lawmakers of the ruling and opposition parties plan to hold a
conference with Japanese and British lawmakers in London later this week to discuss how to
deal with North Korea's cyber hacking attempts, a lawmaker said Monday. (Kim Jae-eun,
Yonhap)

e South Korea, the United States and Japan held a trilateral missile defense exercise in the
international waters of the East Sea on Monday, Seoul's Navy said, amid stepped-up efforts
to sharpen deterrence against North Korean threats. (Yonhap)

e South Korea, the United States and Japan kicked off a trilateral missile defense exercise in
the East Sea on Monday to strengthen deterrence in the face of North Korea's military
threats, South Korea's Navy said. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e The U.S., South Korea and Japan conducted a joint missile defense drill off the east coast of
the peninsula on Monday, according to Seoul's defense ministry, as the three countries seek
to counter North Korean threats following Pyongyang's test of a new solid-fuel
intercontinental ballistic missile. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e Senior defense officials from the U.S., ROK and Japan agreed to strengthen information
sharing and security cooperation to deter North Korea's nuclear and missile threats and
promote regional peace, according to a joint statement issued following their latest talks.

(Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

Prepared by Kate Refolo, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:
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Tuesday, April 18, 2023

American victim of Kim Jong Un, Otto Warmbier, honored by N. Korean defectors;
North Korea says it tested new solid-fuel ICBM

Top News:

American victim of Kim Jong Un, Otto Warmbier, honored by N. Korean defectors (Pop Smoke Media,
04,/04,/2023)

North Korea says it tested new solid-fuel ICBM (CNA, 04/14/2023)

In North Korea:

North Korea warns of ‘insurmountable threats’ after US calls for UNSC meeting (NK News,
04,/18 /2023)

North Korea says it tested ‘Hwasong-18’ solid-fuel ICBM for first time (NK News, 04 /18 /2023)

In South Korea:
S. Korea again warns N. Korea over its unauthorized use of Kaesong complex (Yonhap, 04,/18 /2023)

Kor r ‘extraordinary r nsibility' from r Korea's nuclear pr ion
(Yonhap, 04/18 /2023)
'S D ear e

NOT'EC

04/18 /023) |

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Images show North running inter-Korean factories (The Korea Herald, 04,/18 /2023)
K's Lazar I hacked 61 S. Korean media, organizations: police (The Korea Herald, 04/18 /2023)

International:

In letter to N. Korea's Kim. China's Xi voices willingness for strong bilateral ties (Yonhap,
04,/18,/2023)

North Korea will never be accepted as a nuclear-weapon state. G7 says (NK News, 04,/18 /2023)

U.S. military discloses photos of ‘attack’ drills with S, Korea amid N.K, threats (Yonhap, 04/18 /2023)
G-7 diplomats reject Chinese. N. Korean, Russian aggression (AP News, 04,/18 /2023)

Top News:

e In a quiet protest of the horrors of Kim Jong UN’s regime, North Korean defectors fighting
for freedom and honoring a well-known American victim of the barbaric regime, Otto
Warmbier, placed a wreath of flowers at the North Korean Mission to the United Nations
(UN) in New York City this week. The group of escapees remembered Otto as an
international symbol of human rights, dignity, and freedom. Suzanne Scholte, the chair of
the NKFC and president of the Defense Forum Foundation from Washington D.C., spoke
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about the event. She said that there are hundreds of North Korean children, women and men
detained in China who are trying to get to South Korea. They brought some escapees from
North Korea, women who had suffered brutally in detention centers in China and political
prison camps in North Korea, to Washington to make a plea for these families. North Korean
women have a heartfelt connection to Cindy Warmbier, Otto’s mother. They understand
what Otto went through because they were tortured as he was. If those family members in
detention in China get sent back to North Korea, they will suffer the same fate as Otto
Warmbier. Scholte urged the international community to pressure Xi Jinping to allow these
people safe passage to South Korea. (Pop Smoke Media)

North Korea said on Friday (Apr 14) it had successfully tested a solid-fuel intercontinental
ballistic missile (ICBM), which state media hailed as a key breakthrough for the country's
nuclear counterattack capabilities. South Korea's military had earlier said that a Thursday
launch conducted by the North - which briefly triggered a seek shelter order in parts of
Japan - was likely a new type of ballistic missile. Professor Gordon Flake, CEO of the Perth
USAsia Centre at the University of Western Australia, said the range of the missile is “deeply
concerning” for countries in the region. “There needs to be a serious discussion about how
you can counter, if even possible, something at that trajectory and that speed,” Prof Flake
told CNA's Asia Now. He added that the North’s nuclear programme has outpaced others,
including France, China and India, and the latest launch indicates Pyongyang’s determination
to press on with its nuclear activities. “This is a programme that continues to develop at a far
faster rate than most would like to believe ... and has real security ramifications,” he said. “It’s
a deep concern not just to South Korea or Japan, but to the region as a whole”By bringing
his young daughter to witness the launch, North Korean leader Kim also showed that the
nation's nuclear advancement is a "generational endeavour’, Prof Flake said. Pyongyang has
spent decades refining its nuclear arsenal since its withdrawal from the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty in 1993 under the leadership of Kim's grandfather Kim IlI-sung.
“North Korea is seeking to develop its own long-range missile, intercontinental blessed
missile, and ultimately nuclear strike capability as part of its own national defence,” said Prof

Flake. (CNA)

In North Korea:

A senior North Korean military official warned the U.S. of “insurmountable threats” after it
called for an open U.N. Security Council (UNSC) meeting on the DPRK’s missile development,
claiming Pyongyang’s pursuit of “new-type strategic weapons” is purely for self-defense.
(Chad O'Carroll and Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

North Korea test-launched a “Hwasong-18" solid-fuel intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) for the first time on Thursday, according to state media. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

In South Korea:

South Korea's unification ministry warned North Korea again Tuesday against its
unauthorized operation of a now-shuttered joint industrial park in the North, saying it will
take necessary measures even if it takes time. (Yonhap)

South Korea's top envoy at the United Nations called Monday on permanent members of the
U.N. Security Council (UNSC) to take "extraordinary responsibility" to curb North Korea's
nuclear provocations. (Yonhap)
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e South Korea's chief nuclear negotiator has met with a senior Swedish diplomat in Stockholm
to discuss cooperation on the denuclearization of North Korea, Seoul's foreign ministry said

Tuesday. (Yonhap)
Inter-Korean Relationship:

e Infrared thermal cameras picked up signs that North Korea could have been unilaterally
resuming factory operations at the suspended inter-Korean industrial park, a breach of an
agreement that South Korea says will have consequences. (Choi Si-Young, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea’s state-sponsored hacking group conducted a series of cyberattacks targeting
South Korean public and private organizations by leveraging websites of South Korean media
outlets to distribute malware, the South Korean police said Tuesday. But South Korea has
foiled the Lazarus Group’s potential attempts to launch hacking attacks on a massive scale.
(Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

International:

e Chinese President Xi Jinping has sent a letter to North Korean leader Kim Jong-un,
expressing his willingness to strengthen strategic communication with North Korea,
Pyongyang's state media reported Tuesday. (Yonhap)

e Leading industrial nations renewed calls for North Korea to abstain from nuclear testing and
comply with nonproliferation treaties on Monday, emphasizing that the international
community will not accept the DPRK as a nuclear state despite its “reckless” nuclear and
missile advances. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e The U.S. military has revealed it conducted "combined attack" drills with the South Korean
military earlier this month, in the allies' latest Marine training to bolster deterrence against
growing North Korean threats. (Yonhap)

e Top diplomats from the Group of Seven wealthy democracies vowed a tough stance on
China’s increasing threats to Taiwan and on North Korea’s unchecked tests of long-range
missiles, while building momentum on ways to boost support for Ukraine and punish Russia
for its invasion. (Matthew Lee and Foster Klug, AP News)

Prepared by Cherise Kim, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
h : rchive 20240517124226 /h ;

Wednesday, April 19, 2023

North Korea has completed first military recon satellite; North Korea’s trade with
China more than doubles in March on-year

In North Korea:
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How Kim Jong Un’s fears shape North Korea’s nuclear weapons agenda (NK Pro, 04/19,/2023)
Kim says North Korea’s 1st spy satellite is ready for launch (AP News, 04,/19,/2023)
North Korea genetically engineering biological weapons for military use: US (NK News, 04,/19,/2023)

North Korea has completed first military recon satellite, state media says (NK News, 04,/19/2023)
rth Korea’s 'Day of the Sun' cancel rain (Radio Free Asia, 04/18/2023)

N. Korea's Kim orders launch of military reconnaissance satellite as planned (Yonhap, 04/19/2023)
North Korea’s trade with China more than doubles in March on-year (NK News, 04/19,/2023)

In South Korea:

South Korea's Yoon opens door for possible military aid to Ukraine (Reuters, 04,/19/2023)
ROK police say they stopped possible nationwide cyberattack by North Korea (NK Pro, 04/19,/2023)

International:

UN Security Council fails to take any action against North's missile launches (Korea JoongAng Daily,
04,/18/2023)

U.S. deterring conflict in Indo-Pacific amid N. Korean missile provocations: U.S. commanders
(Yonhap, 04,/19,/2023)

U.S. 'hopeful' on dialogue restart with North Korea: special rep (Nikkei Asia, 04/19,/2023)

In North Korea:

e DPRK leader claims he needs nukes to defend against US invasion, but his own people are
likely a bigger concern. (Bruce W. Bennett, NK Pro)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un said his country has built its first-ever military spy
satellite and that he planned to launch it on an undisclosed date, state media reported
Wednesday. (Hyung-Jin Kim and Kim Tong-Hyung, AP News)

e North Korea continues to maintain a national program for biological weapons that has likely
developed bacteria, viruses, and toxins for military campaigns, the U.S. State Department
assesses in a new report published Tuesday. (Arius Derr, NK News)

e Kim Jong Un justifies satellite's development as response to US-ROK exercises during visit to
space agency with daughter. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e They prepared for almost a month, practicing for the “songs of loyalty” competition and
massive choreographed dances, fixing food and decorating cities - only to have officials call
off the “Day of the Sun,” arguably North Korea’s most important holiday, due to a forecast for
rain. (Jieun Kim and Soyoung Kim, Radio Free Asiq)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un said Pyongyang has completed building its first military
spy satellite and ordered final preparations to launch the satellite as planned, the North's
state media reported Wednesday, in a move that is expected to further heighten tensions on
the Korean Peninsula. (Yonhap)

e North Korean trade with China more than doubled in March compared to the same month
last year, official trade data shows, in what one expert called a positive sign for the DPRK
economy battered by years of severe COVID-19 controls. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

In South Korea:

e South Korea might extend its support for Ukraine beyond humanitarian and economic aid if
it comes under a large-scale civilian attack, President Yoon Suk Yeol said, signalling a shift in
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his stance against arming Ukraine for the first time. (Soyoung Kim, Ju-min Park and Hyonhee
Shin, Reuters)

e North Korean hackers targeted a popular security software South Koreans use for financial
transactions in what may have been part of preparations for a nationwide cyberattack, police
announced on Tuesday. (Jeongmin Kim and Shreyas Reddy, NK Pro)

International:

e Another UN Security Council meeting hosted on the heels of a North Korean military
provocation finished with no results after much finger-pointing and blaming between the
United States, Russia and China in New York on Monday. (Esther Chung, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

e The United States is successfully and continuously preventing conflict with no imminent
signs of war in the Indo-Pacific but North Korea's continued missile provocations, along with
other threats, pose serious challenges to peace and stability in the region, the chief of U.S.
Indo-Pacific Command said Tuesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The U.S. is hopeful that dialogue with North Korea could restart as the hermit nation
reopens from COVID-19 lockdowns, a senior U.S. diplomat said in a recent interview amid
growing concerns over its military capabilities following the launch of a new type of ballistic
missile last week. (Erwida Maulia, Nikkei Asia)

Prepared by Haeun Moon, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Thursday, April 20, 2023

The Biden-Yoon Summit: An Opportunity To Chart A New Alliance Course; Ri
Pyong Chol issues statement

Top News:

Advancing North Korean human rights: The role of civil society [Article] (Brookings, 04,/20,/2023)
Advancing North Korean human rights: The role of civil society [Video] (Brookings, 04/20,/2023)

In North Korea:

N. Korea says its status as nuclear weapons state 'final, irreversible' (The Korea Herald, 04,/21/2023)
Kor I kdoor schem k video-conferencing firm 3CX (The Korea

Herald, 04/21/2023)
North Korean hackers execute first-ever ‘cascading’ supply chain attack (NK Pro, 04/21/2023)

In South Korea:
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DP 1 r ur Yoon n reach ] on wi ns ai krain rin mmit with Biden
(Yonhap, 04,/21/2023)

Minister sees possibility of major N. Korean provocation ahead of Yoon-Biden summit (Yonhap,
04/21/2023)

South Korea’s ruling party shines spotlight on case for going nuclear (NK Pro, 04,/21/2023)

International:

rth Korea’s rice impor rin March to lar monthl 1 of pandemic (NK Pro, 04/21/2023)
Outside information can bring change to N. Korea's dire human rights conditions: S. Korean envoy
(Yonhap, 04/21/2023)

Politics and shortages undercut Russian threat to arm North Korea (NK News, 04,/21/2023)

Top News:

e The urgency to address human rights in North Korea has never been greater as the
international community marks the 10th anniversary of the United Nations Commission of
Inquiry on Human Rights in North Korea. What role does civil society and NGOs play in
advocating on behalf of North Korean human rights? How can civil society in conjunction
with governments help revitalize and sustain North Korean human rights advocacy? How
have local and global politics affected the direction of human rights advocacy on North
Korea? (Brookings [Article] & [Video])

In North Korea:

e North Korean hackers gained access to videoconferencing service 3CX through an online
investment platform in the first-ever “cascading” supply chain attack, according to a new
cybersecurity report published Thursday. (Shreyas Reddy, NK Pro)

e North Korea has used its upgraded skills to stage a backdoor attack against the network of
US virtual phone service company 3CX last month, Mandiant, Google's cybersecurity unit,
said Thursday. (The Korea Herald)

e North Korea's foreign minister said Friday that the United States and the West have no right
to argue about its status as a nuclear weapons power, slamming a recent joint statement by
the Group of Seven (G-7) diplomats as interference in internal affairs. (The Korea Herald)

In South Korea:

e At the Korea-U.S. summit, no form of agreement should be made on weapons provision to
Ukraine," Lee, chairman of the DP, said during an emergency press conference, three days
before Yoon goes on a state visit to Washington for talks with Biden. He also said the move
could also hurt peace in Northeast Asia because it could bring North Korea and Russia closer
to each other and turn relations between South Korea and Russia back to a point before the
1990 establishment of relations. (James Fretwell, Yonhap)

e Unification Minister Kwon Young-se said Friday the possibility of North Korea launching a
"high-intensity" provocation ahead of President Yoon Suk Yeol's upcoming state visit to the
United States cannot be ruled out. (Yonhap)
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e As North Korea pushes ahead with tactical nukes and more responsive long-range missiles,
South Korea has begun seriously considering the once unthinkable: going nuclear itself. And
a recent event at the National Assembly showcased just how actively Seoul’s political class is
flirting with the idea and creating spaces to discuss it. (James Fretwell, NK Pro)

International:

e Rice far outstripped all other North Korean imports from China in March, customs data
shows, marking the largest monthly total for grain imports since the COVID-19 pandemic
began over three years ago. (Ifang Bremer, NK Pro)

e Exposing North Koreans to outside information may be the key to bringing a much needed
change to worsening human rights conditions in North Korea, South Korea's special envoy
for North Korean human rights said Friday. Lee Shin-hwa, ambassador-at-large for
international cooperation on North Korean human rights, insisted North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un and his regime are one of the "worst" violators of human rights. (Byun Duk-kun,
Yonhap)

e Dolitical considerations and material shortages are likely to stop Russia from providing arms
to North Korea, experts told NK News this week, despite Moscow’s threat to send its “newest
weapons” to the DPRK if South Korea directly arms Ukraine. (Arius Derr & Ifang Bremer, NK

News)

Prepared by Tessa Aguilar HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Friday, April 21, 2023

HRNK’s “Advancing North Korean human rights: The role of civil society”

Top News:
Advancing North Korean human rights: The role of civil society [Article] (Brookings, 04,/20,/2023)

Advancing North Korean human rights: The role of civil society [Video] (Brookings, 04,/20/2023)

In North Korea:

N. Korea says its status as nuclear weapons state 'final, irreversible' (The Korea Herald, 04/21/2023)

N. Korea uses upgraded backdoor scheme to attack US video-conferencing firm 3CX (The Korea
Herald, 04/21/2023)

North Korean hackers execute first-ever ‘cascading’ supply chain attack (NK Pro, 04/21/2023)

In South Korea:

DP leader urges Yoon not to reach deal on weapons aid to Ukraine during summit with Biden
(Yonhap, 04/21/2023)
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Minister ibility of major N. Korean provocation ah f Yoon-Biden summit (Yonhap,
04,/21/2023)
South Korea’s ruling party shines spotlight on case for going nuclear (NK Pro, 04/21/2023)

International:

North Korea'’s rice imports soar in March to largest monthly total of pandemic (NK Pro, 04/21/2023)

Outside information can bring change to N. Korea's dire human rights conditions: S. Korean envoy
(Yonhap, 04/21/2023)

Politics and shortages undercut Russian threat to arm North Korea (NK News, 04,/21/2023)

Top News:

e The urgency to address human rights in North Korea has never been greater as the
international community marks the 10th anniversary of the United Nations Commission of
Inquiry on Human Rights in North Korea. What role does civil society and NGOs play in
advocating on behalf of North Korean human rights? How can civil society in conjunction
with governments help revitalize and sustain North Korean human rights advocacy? How
have local and global politics affected the direction of human rights advocacy on North
Korea? (Brookings [Article] & [Video])

In North Korea:

e North Korean hackers gained access to videoconferencing service 3CX through an online
investment platform in the first-ever “cascading” supply chain attack, according to a new
cybersecurity report published Thursday. (Shreyas Reddy, NK Pro)

e North Korea has used its upgraded skills to stage a backdoor attack against the network of
US virtual phone service company 3CX last month, Mandiant, Google's cybersecurity unit,
said Thursday. (The Korea Herald)

e North Korea's foreign minister said Friday that the United States and the West have no right
to argue about its status as a nuclear weapons power, slamming a recent joint statement by
the Group of Seven (G-7) diplomats as interference in internal affairs. (The Korea Herald)

In South Korea:

e At the Korea-U.S. summit, no form of agreement should be made on weapons provision to
Ukraine,' Lee, chairman of the DP, said during an emergency press conference, three days
before Yoon goes on a state visit to Washington for talks with Biden. He also said the move
could also hurt peace in Northeast Asia because it could bring North Korea and Russia closer
to each other and turn relations between South Korea and Russia back to a point before the
1990 establishment of relations. (James Fretwell, Yonhap)

e Unification Minister Kwon Young-se said Friday the possibility of North Korea launching a
"high-intensity" provocation ahead of President Yoon Suk Yeol's upcoming state visit to the
United States cannot be ruled out. (Yonhap)

e As North Korea pushes ahead with tactical nukes and more responsive long-range missiles,
South Korea has begun seriously considering the once unthinkable: going nuclear itself. And
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a recent event at the National Assembly showcased just how actively Seoul’s political class is
flirting with the idea and creating spaces to discuss it. (James Fretwell, NK Pro)

International:

e Rice far outstripped all other North Korean imports from China in March, customs data
shows, marking the largest monthly total for grain imports since the COVID-19 pandemic
began over three years ago. (Ifang Bremer, NK Pro)

e Exposing North Koreans to outside information may be the key to bringing a much needed
change to worsening human rights conditions in North Korea, South Korea's special envoy
for North Korean human rights said Friday. Lee Shin-hwa, ambassador-at-large for
international cooperation on North Korean human rights, insisted North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un and his regime are one of the "worst" violators of human rights. (Byun Duk-kun,
Yonhap)

e Political considerations and material shortages are likely to stop Russia from providing arms
to North Korea, experts told NK News this week, despite Moscow’s threat to send its “newest
weapons” to the DPRK if South Korea directly arms Ukraine. (Arius Derr & Ifang Bremer, NK
News

Prepared by Tessa Aguilar HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Saturday, April 22, 2023

Japan prepares to shoot down North Korean spy satellite; S. Korea urges global
cooperation on N.K. nuclear issue at NATO meeting

International:
Japan prepared to shoot down North Korean spy satellite rocket if necessary, minister says (CNN,
04,/22/2023)

Japan prepares to shoot down North Korean spy satellite (The Telegraph, 04/22/2023)
S. Korea urges global cooperation on N.K. nuclear issue at NATO meeting (Yonhap, 04/22/2023)

International:

e Japan says it is prepared to shoot down a North Korean spy satellite rocket if it needs to.
(Junko Ogura, CNN)

e Japan has ordered its military to prepare to shoot down a North Korean spy satellite should
it fall within its territory. (The Telegraph)
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e South Korea and the Indo-Pacific partners of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
discussed expanding cooperation to counter North Korea's escalating provocations, Seoul's
foreign ministry said Saturday. (Jules Yi, Yonhap)

Prepared by Jiwoo Hwang, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, April 23, 2023

About 60 pct of young people say unification with N. Korea unnecessary; Rules
changing as Korea-U.S. alliance turns 70

In North Korea:

About 60 pct of young people say unification with N. Korea unnecessary (Yonhap, 04/23/2023)
International:

n_orders militar repar h wn North Korean llite (The Telegraph,
04,/22/2023)

Rules changing as Korea-U.S. alliance turns 70 (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04/23/2023)
South Korea saved itself from Indo-Pacific isolation: Victor Cha (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04,/23,/2023)

In North Korea:

e About 60 percent of South Koreans in their 20s and 30s said unification with North Korea is
not necessary, a survey showed Sunday, amid a prolonged impasse in inter-Korean relations
and denuclearization talks. (Yonhap)

International:

e Japan has ordered its military to prepare to shoot down a North Korean spy satellite should
it fall within its territory. Pyongyang said this week that it was ready to launch the satellite,
but it would require a long-range projectile to do so, which North Korea is banned from
launching. (Verity Bowman, The Telegraph)

e Leading scholars on alliance affairs in Korea and the United States weighed in that while
Seoul-Washington security ties are enduring on the surface, they can be more fragile than it
appears, taking into consideration the evolving geopolitical situation, the intensifying
U.S.-China strategic competition and growing North Korea threats, in addition to domestic
political factors. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)
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e The Yoon Suk Yeol administration "saved Korea from self-isolation in the Indo-Pacific"
through taking a clearer stance amid the intensifying U.S.-China competition, said former
White House official Victor Cha. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Prepared by Yubin Jun, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

http web.archive.org /web /20240 0508 /https: //mai

-people-say-unification-with-n-korea-unnecessaryrules-changing-as-korea-us-alliance-turns-70

Monday, April 24, 2023

S. Korea, U.S. sanction N. Korean tied to cybercrime, President Yoon begins US
state visit to trumpet stronger alliance

In North Korea:
North Korean hackers target energy and financial systems in ‘Hydra-like’ attack (NK Pro,
04/24/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Seoul weighs lawsuit against North Korea for using assets at Kaesong complex (NK News,
04,/24,/2023)

International:
S. Korea, US sanction N. Korean tied to cybercrime (The Korea Herald, 04,/24/2023)

S. Korea, US step up efforts to block NK's illegal cyber activities (The Korea Times, 04 /24 /2023)
S. Korea, U.S. simultaneously sanction N. Korean involved in WMD financing (Yonhap, 04/24/2023)

Tokyo orders military to shoot down debris from North Korean satellite launch (NK News,
04/24/2023)
h Kor nction rth Korean banker (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04,/24,/2023)

Yoon begins US state visit to trumpet stronger alliance, resolve trade issues (The Korea Herald,
04/24/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korean hackers have targeted critical energy infrastructure and finance sectors as
part of a complex series of supply chain attacks, a U.S. cybersecurity firm reported Friday, in
a sign that the cascading intrusions could spread far and wide. (Shreyas Reddy, NK Pro)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
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e Seoul is considering whether to file a lawsuit against North Korea for illegally using ROK
companies’ assets at the shuttered inter-Korean industrial zone, the unification ministry said
Monday. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

International:

e South Korea and the US sanctioned a North Korean believed to be linked to cybercrimes
meant to bankroll North Korea’s nuclear and weapons programs -- the first ban the two
allies have jointly rolled out on a single individual. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

e Seoul has imposed independent sanctions on a North Korean national named Sim Hyon-sop
for financing the North's nuclear and missile development programs through illegal cyber
activities, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said Monday. (Kim Jae-heun, The Korea Times)

e South Korea and the United States announced Monday unilateral sanctions on a North
Korean individual involved in the financing of Pyongyang's weapons of mass destruction
programs through illegal cyber activities, Seoul's foreign ministry said. (Yonhap)

e Japan’s defense minister, Yasukazu Hamadahas, instructed the country’s military to prepare
“destructive measures” against any debris that falls over Japanese territory in the event of a
North Korean satellite launch after Pyongyang reported that it has completed a new military
reconnaissance satellite. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e Seoul and Washington jointly levied sanctions on a North Korean individual tied with the
regime’s illicit cyber activities and weapons programs. The sanctions target an individual
named Sim Hyon-sop, who is associated with the Korea Kwangson Banking Corporation, a
bank in North Korea sanctioned by the UN Security Council since 2016. (Esther Chung, Korea
JoongAng Daily)

e South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol on Monday began his five-day state visit to the US to
mark the 70th anniversary of bilateral ties and to set a new direction for the alliance with US
President Joe Biden, amid intensifying nuclear threats from North Korea and mounting trade
issues. (Shin Ji-hye, The Korea Herald)

Prepared by Ava Jane Moorlach, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240517130751 /https: //mailchi.mp /5807d3d49d8f/hrnk-news-items-s-korea-us-sanction-n-
kor ied- i i i -visit-to-trumpet-stronger-allian

n-t - rerime-president— n- 1NS-

Tuesday, April 25, 2023

Yoon arrives in Washington on state visit; ROK-US alliance evolves from security
treaty to comprehensive partnership

In North Korea:

Korea vows strong ties with Russia on | rs' summit anniversary (Yonhap, 04,/25/2023)
North Koreans souring on Kim Jong-un’s ‘beloved child’ Ju-ae: lawmaker (The Korea Herald,
04,/25/2023)
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In South Korea:
No. of N.Korean defectors coming to S.Korea reaches 34 in Q1 (Yonhap, 04,/25/2023)

Seoul to prevent Pyongyang from acquiring satellite parts, materials (The Korea Times, 04,/25/2023)
S. Korea approves development of advanced missile interceptors (Yonhap, 04/25/2023)

S. Korea to soon release English version of its report on N. Korea's human rights (Yonhap,
04,/25/2023)
International:

Biden to unveil new efforts to protect S. Korea from nukes (AP News, 04,/25/2023)

Bolton calls for r loyin ical nuclear w ns in h Korea (Reuters, 04,/25/2023)

ROK-US alliance evolves from security treaty to comprehensive partnership (The Korea Times,
04/25/2023)

Sung Kim looks forward to strengthened US extended deterrence commitment in Yoon-Biden
summit (The Korea Herald, 04/25/2023)

S. Korea expected to play bigger role in operation of US nuclear assets (The Korea Times,
04,/25/2023)

S. Korea-Japan thaw changes China, NK mentality: ex-envoy (The Korea Herald, 04/25/2023)
Ukraine hopes for S. Korean arms in fight against Russia (The Korea Herald, 04/25/2023)

US should redeploy tactical nuke on peninsula: Bolton (The Korea Herald, 04 /25/2023)

US will do what is necessary to defend S. Korea under any circumstances: Kirby (Yonhap,
04,/25/2023)

Yoon arrives in Washington on state visit (Yonhap, 04/25/2023)

Yoon, Biden to announce 'major deliverables' on extended deterrence: NSA Sullivan (Yonhap,
04,/25/2023)

S. Korea, US to unveil separate documents on extended deterrence (The Korea Herald, 04,/25,/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea vowed Tuesday to strengthen its ties with Russia on the occasion of the fourth
anniversary of the first summit between the leaders of the two nations. (Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong-un’s only publicly seen child, Ju-ae, is stirring up ire among
local people there for her extravagant clothing and well-fed appearance, according to Rep.
Yoo Sang-bum, the executive secretary of the National Assembly intelligence committee.
(Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

In South Korea:

e The number of North Korean defectors coming to South Korea reached 34 in the first
quarter, government data showed Tuesday. (Yonhap)

e The government has added 77 parts and devices needed for satellite manufacturing to a list
of goods banned from being exported to North Korea, in what Seoul hopes will be the first
international effort to deter Pyongyang's spy satellite development plans, the trade ministry
said Tuesday. (Lee Kyung-min, The Korea Times)

e South Korea approved major defense projects to develop advanced missile interceptor
systems, the state arms procurement agency said Tuesday, amid efforts to counter evolving
military threats from North Korea. The Defense Project Promotion Committee gave the
green light to a 271 trillion-won (USS2.03 billion) development plan for the long-range
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surface-to-air missile (L-SAM) II system from next year through 2035, according to the
Defense Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA). (Yonhap)

e South Korea's unification ministry said Tuesday it plans to release the English version of its
report on North Korea's human rights situation within a few days. In late March, the
government made public its report on the North's human rights violations for the first time,
highlighting widespread rights abuses, such as public executions and torture. (Yonhap)

International:

e President Joe Biden will use this week’s celebratory state visit by South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol to underscore that the U.S. is ready to step up its efforts to deter a North
Korean attack on South Korea, according to the White House. (Aamer Madhani, AP News)

e The United States should redeploy tactical nuclear weapons in South Korea to send a clear
message to North Korea and alleviate growing calls in the South for developing its own
bombs, former U.S. National Security Adviser John Bolton said on Tuesday. (Hyonhee Shin,
Reuters)

e Upon signing the Mutual Defense Treaty with the U.S. in 1953 after the Korean War, South
Korea's first president, Syngman Rhee, said that the agreement would make the war-torn
nation prosper "for many generations to come." Seven decades later, that message of hope
rings true, as Yoon Suk Yeol makes a state visit to Washington as the president of one of the
world's most prosperous countries and a believer in how much the successful partnership
can achieve. The two countries celebrate the 70th anniversary of what has expanded to
become a comprehensive alliance encompassing a wide range of sectors from science to
environment. Over the decades, their ties have been tested by many domestic and
geopolitical challenges, only to grow stronger. (Jung Min-ho, The Korea Times)

e Seoul and Washington are likely to agree on carrying out joint planning and joint execution
of U.S. nuclear assets, according to defense analysts, Tuesday, which would mark a major
upgrade of the U.S. extended deterrence provided to its ally. According to both governments,
President Yoon Suk Yeol and U.S. President Joe Biden will release an additional joint
statement on strengthened extended deterrence after their summit at the White House on
Wednesday (local time). (Lee Hyo-jin, The Korea Times)

e An additional document detailing extended deterrence measures will be unveiled following
the summit between South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and US President Joe Biden on
Wednesday, according to the South Korean presidential office. (Shin Ji-ye, The Korea Herald)

e Closer ties between South Korea and Japan prompted by the recent deal to end a historical
feud over Tokyo'’s colonial rights abuses will change the way China deals with Seoul-Tokyo
efforts to curb North Korea’s growing nuclear ambitions, a former Japanese ambassador to
the US said Tuesday. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

e US Special Representative for North Korea Sung Kim on Tuesday expressed his expectation
that the leaders of the US and South Korea would exhibit their commitments to a stronger
extended deterrence against Pyongyang's nuclear threats at an upcoming summit this week.
(Im Eun-byel, The Korea Herald)

e Ukraine is hoping for South Korea's defense support in its fight against Russia, said the
Ukrainian Embassy in Seoul on Monday. (Sanjay Kumar, The Korea Herald)

e The United States should redeploy its tactical nuclear weapons on the Korean Peninsula to
make US extended deterrence credible against escalating threats from North Korea, said
John Bolton, former White House national security adviser, on Tuesday. This strategy would
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also enable South Korea to buy time to weigh up the gains and losses of nuclear armament,
he added. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e The United States will do whatever is necessary to help defend its key ally South Korea, a
National Security Council (NSC) spokesperson said Monday, after Russia threatened to arm
North Korea should South Korea provide lethal assistance to Ukraine. (Yonhap)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol arrived in Washington on Monday for a six-day state visit expected
to strengthen the allies' response to North Korea's nuclear threat and other challenges in a
symbolic year marking the 70th anniversary of the alliance. (Yonhap)

e U.S. President Joe Biden and his South Korean counterpart, Yoon Suk Yeol, will announce
"major deliverables" on ways to strengthen the United States' extended deterrence
commitment to South Korea when they meet this week, National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan said Monday. (Byun Duk-kun, Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

Prepared by Nathan Choe, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Wednesday, April 26, 2023

One Decade Since the UN COIl: Advocating for a Human Rights Up Front

Approach
Top News:
One Decade Since the UN COI: Advocating for a Human Rights Up Front Approach (HRNK YouTube,
04,/24/2023)
The R f All Evil: Money, Ri rime & Law in North Kor h nton (HRNK YouTube,
04,/25/2023)

In North Korea:

Kim Jong Un upgrades megayachts again as state media stresses ‘shortages’ (NK Pro, 04/26,/2023)

Over 75% of North Korean children missed key vaccinations during pandemic: WHO (NK News,
04,/26,/2023)
ible Refueling at Yon n’s 5 MWe R r (38 North, 04,/26,/2023)

In South Korea:

ROK nd billions on inter r nter advan rth Korean missiles (NK News,
04,/26,/2023)

S. Korea releases English version of report on N. Korea's human rights (Yonhap, 04,/26/2023)

International:
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Alliance in Action Korea won'’ IT nuclear-arm Korea: ex-USFK commander
(The Korea Herald, 04/26/2023)

Biden says N.K. nuclear attack against U.S., allies will result in end of regime (Yonhap, 04/26,/2023)
Biden warns North Korea that a nuclear attack would mean end of the regime (Radio Free Asia,
04,/26,/2023)

Biden warns nuclear attack by N. Korea will result in end of regime (The Korea Herald, 04/26/2023)
Biden, Yoon warn N. Korea on nukes, unveil deterrence plan (AP News, 04,/26,/2023)

British American Tobacco to pay record $629 million fine over North Korea sales (NK News,
04,/26,/2023)

‘Clear’ before Hanoi that US-North Korea summit would fail: Ex-Trump official (NK News,
04/26,/2023)

Korea, US tout stronger extended deterrence with Washington Declaration (The Korea Herald,
04,/26,/2023)

S. Korea, US. to form nuclear consultative body amid N. Korea's growing threats (Yonhap,
04/26,/2023)

Tobacco company settles with US over business in North Korea (AP News, 04,/26,/2023)

US and South Korea issue nuclear warning to Pyongyang as they reaffirm alliance (The Guardian,
04,/26,/2023)

Top News:

e The event featured welcoming remarks by H.E. Cho Tae-yong, the former Ambassador of the
ROK to the United States, and H.E. Lee Shin-wha, the ROK Ambassador-at-Large for North
Korean Human Rights. Justice Michael Kirby, the former Chief Commissioner of the UN COI,
and H.E. Elizabeth Salmoén, the UN Special Rapporteur on North Korean Human Rights, also
provided recorded remarks. The event consisted of three panel discussions that reviewed
progress on North Korean human rights over the past decade; proposed a "Human Rights Up
Front" approach to U.S. policy toward North Korea; and assessed the likelihood of Korean
unification under a free, prosperous, democratic, and capitalist Republic of Korea as the key
to resolving the North Korea conundrum. (HRNK YouTube)

e On Wednesday, March 29, 2023, HRNK featured its latest report, "The Root of All Evil: Money,
Rice, Crime & Law in North Korea" by Joshua Stanton. "The Root of All Evil" examines the
record of UN and U.S. sanctions implementation against North Korea, and it "proposes a
long-term, multilateral legal strategy...to find, freeze, forfeit, and deposit the proceeds of the
North Korean kleptocracy into international escrow." "By forfeiting misspent funds and
disbursing them for humanitarian purposes,’ Stanton argues, "a coalition [of like-minded
nations] can compel Kim Jong-un to make better decisions with the wealth that rightfully
belongs to the North Korean people." (HRNK YouTube)

In North Korea:

e Satellite imagery shows annual repairs on two of North Korean leader’s vessels after
remodeling of Wonsan shipyard. (Colin Zwirko, NK Pro)

e At least 75% percent of all children in North Korea missed routine vaccinations during the
pandemic, U.N. aid agencies announced Monday, leaving them more vulnerable to death and
disease. In a press release, the World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF and the vaccine
alliance Gavi listed North Korea among 20 countries that are the priority target of a new
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campaign to make up for missing the important vaccinations in 2021. (Ifang Bremer, NK
News

Recent commercial satellite imagery of North Korea’s Yongbyon Nuclear Scientific Research
Center indicates that cooling water discharge—observed with a few short interruptions at
the 5 MWe reactor over the past 23 months—ceased in early April, suggesting that the
reactor has likely been shut down. If this was done for refueling purposes, the removed
spent fuel could soon be sent for reprocessing. Given how long the reactor has been
running, this could amount to some 5-8 kilograms of new weapons-grade plutonium, once
separated, to add to the country’s fissile material stockpile. (Olli Heinonen, Peter Makowsky,
Jack Liu, 38 North)

In South Korea:

Seoul says L-SAM II will be country’s first glide-phase missile defense system, while also
announcing new drone command. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

The South Korea government on Wednesday released an English version of its report on
North Korea's human rights situation, which was made public last month for the first time.
The English edition is currently available on the unification ministry's website
(www.unikorea.go.kr) and will be distributed to overseas diplomatic missions, international
organizations, non-governmental organizations and research institutes, the ministry said.

(Yonhap)

International:

The Kim Jong-un regime won't be deterred by a nuclear-armed South Korea, a former
United States Forces Korea commander said. It would, in turn, speed up North Korea’s
already-accelerated pace of nuclear buildup and the nuclear arms race in the Indo-Pacific
region, where major flash points have long existed and have become more dangerous and
volatile in the midst of the growing US-China rivalry. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

U.S. President Joe Biden on Wednesday warned North Korea that any nuclear attack against
the United States or its allies will result in the end of its regime. Biden issued the warning
during a joint press conference with South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol after discussions
how to strengthen the U.S. "extended deterrence” commitment to South Korea during a
summit at the White House. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

U.S. President Joe Biden warned North Korea on Wednesday that any nuclear attack on the
United States or its allies would result in an end to the isolated regime while promising
closer cooperation with South Korea on deterring the nuclear threat. (Eugene Whong, Radio
Free Asia)

S.Korea, US agree to respond swiftly, overwhelmingly in event of North Korean nuclear
attack. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

President Joe Biden and South Korea’s Yoon Suk Yeol unveiled a new plan Wednesday to
counter North Korea’s nuclear threat, with the U.S. leader issuing a blunt warning that such
an attack would “result in the end of whatever regime” took such action.The new nuclear
deterrence effort calls for periodically docking U.S. nuclear-armed submarines in South
Korea for the first time in decades, bolstering training between the two countries, and more.
The declaration was unveiled as Biden hosted Yoon for a state visit at a moment of
heightened anxiety over an increased pace of ballistic missile tests by North Korea. (Aamer
Madhani, Colleen Long, Zeke Miller, AP News)
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e A leading tobacco company has agreed to pay a record $629 million in penalties and fines to
resolve bank fraud and sanctions violation charges associated with its tobacco operations in
North Korea, the U.S. Department of Justice announced Tuesday. British American Tobacco
(BAT) has entered into a deferred prosecution agreement and its subsidiary BAT Marketing
Singapore (BATMS) pleaded guilty to charges of conspiracy to commit bank fraud and violate
the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), according to a Justice
Department press release. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e Randall Schriver says Trump believed he could negotiate deal despite DPRK’s insistence on
sanctions relief above all. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

e Declaration states launch of new consultative mechanism on nukes, but reaffirms Seoul's
non-nuclear status. (Shin Ji-hye, The Korea Herald)

e South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and U.S. President Joe Biden will issue a joint
statement, called the Washington Declaration, under which the allies will establish a joint
nuclear consultative body as a way of strengthening Washington's extended deterrence
provided to Seoul, U.S. officials said. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e A British tobacco company has agreed to pay more than $629 million to settle allegations
that it did illegal business with North Korea in violation of U.S. sanctions, the Justice
Department said Tuesday. British American Tobacco, one of the largest tobacco companies
in the world, entered into a deferred prosecution agreement with the Justice Department,
while the company’s Singapore subsidiary pleaded guilty to conspiring to commit bank fraud
and violate sanctions. (Eric Tucker, AP News)

e The presidents of the US and South Korea have reaffirmed their alliance, agreeing that
nuclear armed submarines would resume port visits and threatening a “swift, overwhelming
and decisive response” to any North Korean nuclear attack, including retaliation in kind by

the US. (Julian Borger, The Guardian)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

NLLp WED.d DIVE.Org /WED

n-coi-advocating-for-a-human-rights-up-front-approach

Thursday, April 27, 2023

First lady meets mother of Otto Warmbier; Washington Declaration highlights
enhanced deterrence efforts against N.K. threats

In North Korea:

Chinese travel agency claims North Korea will open for tourism in June (NK News, 04,/27/2023)

N. Korea says space program 'indispensable’ for national development (Yonhap, 04,/27/2023)

Signs of progress? Kim Jong Un approves designs at long-stalled hospital project (NK News,
04,/27/2023)
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media review: North Korea slam ver Silicon Valley Bank coll (NK Pro, 04/27/2023)

In South Korea:

Former President Moon calls for renewed dial with North (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04,/27/2023)
S. Korea completes project to improve command system against ballistic missiles (Yonhap,
04,/27/2023)

Seoul says it will build ‘cyber umbrella’ with US to deter North Korean hackers (NK News,
04,/27/2023)

Speaking Loudly and Carrying a Small Stick: South Korea Backtracks Over the Nuclear Rubicon (38
North, 04/27/2023)

International:
Analysis: Calls for South Korean nuclear arsenal unlikely to fade despite US deal (Reuters,
04,/27/2023)

First lady meets mother of Otto Warmbier (Korea JoongAng Daily, 04,/27/2023)

US., ROK to establish nuclear consultation group to ‘manage’ North Korean threat (NK News,

04/27/2023)
US, South Korea say they want unified peninsula that is ‘free and at peace’ (NK News, 04,/27/2023)
marin k in h Korea in show of for ntries reach landmark nuclear

(The Telegraph, 04,/27/2023)

Washington Declaration highlights enhanced deterrence efforts against N. Korean threats (Yonhap,
04,/27/2023)

Washington Declaration 11 ver S. Korea's nuclear armamen littl ntain
Korea: experts (Yonhap, 04/27/2023)

What the US-ROK summit means for security on the Korean Peninsula (NK Pro, 04/27/2023)
Yoon, Biden pledge 'overwhelming' nuclear response in case of N.K. nuclear attack (Yonhap,

04,/27/2023)

Yoon, Biden reaffirm ironclad alliance, warn NK attack is unacceptable (The Korea Herald,
04,/27/2023)

In North Korea:

e A Chinese travel agency says the North Korean border will reopen to tourist traffic from
mid-June, a response to a customer inquiry seen by NK News shows, in what would mark a
major change to the DPRK’s pandemic border closures. But rumors about an imminent North
Korea reopening to China have also been circulating in border areas in recent months and
have yet to come to pass, a former government official who has visited Dandong told NK
News on condition of anonymity last week. The official said the rumors pointed to a late
March deadline that was delayed to April and then June. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

e North Korea said Thursday the pursuit of space development projects is "indispensable” for
national development in what appears to be efforts to justify its potential launch of a military
spy satellite. Mentioning North Korean leader Kim Jong-un's recent visit to the state-run
space development agency, state media carried an interview with the country's environment
and telecommunications vice ministers and a ranking weather agency official to highlight the
need to build "application satellites." (Yonhap)

e North Korean leader Kim Jong Un approved interior designs last year for the country’s “first”
modern general hospital, state media has revealed, a rare sign of activity on the stalled
project two and a half years after it was supposed to be complete. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)
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North Korea’s foreign ministry slammed the U.S. capitalism system this week over the Silicon
Valley Bank collapse, arguing that “unlimited liberalism” has led to financial ruin and that the
world economy is now quickly trying to decouple from the U.S. dollar. State media’s hot take
on what has been one of the biggest American news stories of the year leans on
well-trodden anti-capitalist tropes found in abundance in state media, even as it elides
North Korea’s own dependence on markets and the dollar. (Seung-Yeon Chung, NK Pro)

In South Korea:

Former President Moon Jae-in on Thursday stressed the importance of South and North
Korea and the United States’ efforts to restore dialogue, stressing the South Korean
government’s role in doing so, during an academic conference marking the fifth anniversary
of the April 27 Panmunjom Declaration. Moon’s remarks came as President Yoon Suk Yeol
and U.S. President Joe Biden adopted the so-called "Washington Declaration" with enhanced
measures for extended deterrence at a summit Thursday morning. (Cho Jung-Woo, Korea
JoongAng Daily)

South Korea has completed a development project to improve a command and control
system overseeing defense operations against ballistic missiles, the state arms procurement
agency said Thursday, amid efforts to bolster response capabilities against Pyongyang's
military threats. (Yonhap)

The U.S. and South Korea will strengthen cyber intelligence sharing and boost defenses
against North Korean hackers under a new cybersecurity cooperation framework, the allies
announced after a bilateral summit on Wednesday, framing it as an effort to build a “cyber
umbrella” to deter attacks. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

Earlier this year, South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol made a pronouncement that no
leader in Seoul has ever made before. He stated that South Korea—which benefits from US
extended nuclear deterrence—could consider acquiring its own nuclear weapons if “North
Korean provocations continued intensifying” This claim attracted international attention,
particularly in Washington, Pyongyang, Beijing and Tokyo. (Mason Richey, 38 North)

International:

The United States granted South Korea a larger role in planning for a potential nuclear war
with North Korea, but that will probably not ease doubts over U.S. defence commitments
that have fuelled calls for a South Korean nuclear arsenal, experts said. (Josh Smith, Reuters)
First lady Kim Keon-hee met with the mother of Otto Warmbier, the American citizen who
died soon after he was released in a vegetative state by the North Korean regime, in
Washington on Wednesday. Conveying her condolences, Kim told Cindy Warmbier how her
son's death was "a shock for all of South Korea and its people,” according to the presidential
office. Mrs. Warmbier was said to have expressed her gratitude. Otto Warmbier was an
American university student traveling in North Korea in 2016 when he was arrested. He died
less than a week after his release in 2017. (Esther Chung, Lim Sun-Young, Chung Yeong-Gyo,
Korea JoongAng Daily)

The U.S. and South Korea will establish a new platform for joint nuclear execution and
planning, presidents Joe Biden and Yoon Suk-yeol announced after a summit meeting
Wednesday, as the allies seek to reinforce efforts to deter North Korean nuclear weapon use.
But their joint declaration also stresses that Yoon has promised to abide by agreements on
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nuclear nonproliferation and peaceful use of nuclear power, after his controversial remark
earlier this year floating the possibility of nuclear armament. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e The presidents of the U.S. and South Korea declared their support for a unified Korean
Peninsula that is “free and at peace” in a joint statement on Wednesday, raising questions
about what role the allies envision Kim Jong Un’s government would play if such a future is
realized. The remarks following a summit meeting between Joe Biden and Yoon Suk-yeol in
Washington mark one of the few times the countries’ presidents have touched on unification
in a joint statement since former leaders Barack Obama and Park Geun-hye were in office
last decade. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

e The United States has pledged to share with South Korea more details about its nuclear
planning as the two countries signed a landmark pact amid anxiety over North Korea's
growing arsenal of missiles and bombs. (Andrea Hamblin, The Telegraph)

e From the envisioned launch of a nuclear deterrence dialogue to the plan for the "regular
visibility" of U.S. strategic assets, a new South Korea-U.S. security document outlines the
allies' stepped-up deterrence efforts against North Korean threats, Seoul officials said
Thursday. At their White House summit Wednesday (local time), President Yoon Suk Yeol and
his U.S. counterpart, Joe Biden, adopted the Washington Declaration in what was seen as the
culmination of joint endeavors to enhance the credibility of the United States' extended
deterrence. (Yonhap)

e The agreement reached Wednesday by South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and U.S.
President Joe Biden on ways to strengthen U.S. extended deterrence may have effectively
reassured the South Korean public of the U.S. resolve to help its ally but did little to address
the threats posed by North Korea's evolving nuclear and missile capabilities, U.S. experts
said. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e U.S. President Joe Biden and South Korean counterpart Yoon Suk-yeol met for their second
summit in Washington on Wednesday, and the outcome included much of significance for
security on the Korean Peninsula, including expanded efforts to deter North Korean nuclear
weapons use and to diminish the growing South Korean appetite for an indigenous nuclear
deterrent. (Chad O'Carroll, NK Pro)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol and U.S. President Joe Biden agreed Wednesday to significantly
strengthen Washington's nuclear commitment to South Korea, promising “"swift,
overwhelming, and decisive" action in the event of North Korea's nuclear attack. Yoon
announced the agreement during a joint press conference following summit talks with Biden
at the White House, outlining a joint statement, dubbed the "Washington Declaration," that
they adopted to strengthen "extended deterrence" against the North's nuclear and missile
threats. (Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

e Presidents Yoon Suk Yeol and Joe Biden warned Kim Jong-un that a nuclear attack by North
Korea against the US and South Korea will be responded to with a nuclear counterattack and
that will result in the end of the reclusive regime. “A nuclear attack by North Korea against
the United States or its allies or partisans -- partners -- is unacceptable and will result in the
end of whatever regime were to take such an action,’ said Biden at a press conference held
after his summit with Yoon. (Shin Ji-hye, The Korea Herald)

Prepared by Valerie Xu, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Friday, April 28, 2023

Yoon calls for Congress to help improve North Korea’s ‘horrendous’ human
rights

In North Korea:

North Korea reveals first electric car showroom on new skyscraper street (NK Pro, 04/28 /2023)
The scariest advancements in North Korea missile tech so far (The Washington Post, 04,/28/2023)

International:
Concerned about North Korea, South’s Yoon seeks more US help (AP, 04/27/2023)
hington Declaration will hel r N. Korean thr n ‘nuclear sharing' agreement:

official (Yonhap, 04,/27/2023)

(NK News,
04/28/2023)
Yoon says US could use nukes to defend Seoul, muddying waters around summit deal (NK News,
04,/28,/2023)

In North Korea:

e A North Korean conglomerate appears to have started the country’s first major electric car
company, according to NK Pro analysis of state media, as the country struggles to produce
domestic vehicles. (Colin Zwirko, NK Pro)

e North Korea has been firing off missile after missile after missile this past year — in fact, Kim
Jong Un’s regime has launched more than 100 since the beginning of 2022. Nearly every time,
the regime’s propagandists claim they have made significant advancements in their nuclear
and weapons program. (Min Joo Kim, Michelle Ye Hee Lee, The Washington Post)

International:

e South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol urged ever more strengthening of the U.S.-led
security alliance against nuclear-armed North Korea on Thursday, drawing cheers from
Congress as he saluted the “great American heroes” who helped preserve his country’s
democracy in the Korean War. (Ellen Knickmeyer, Stephen Groves, AP)

e The agreement reached by the leaders of South Korea and the United States on
strengthening U.S. extended deterrence is not an agreement designed to enable sharing of
nuclear weapons between the allies, a senior U.S. official said Thursday. (Byun Duk-kun,
Yonhap)

e North Korea's “unspeakable and horrendous” atrocities against its own people require
international attention, South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol said in a speech to the U.S.
Congress on Thursday, pressing the U.S. to do more to address DPRK human rights. (Ifang
Bremer, NK News)
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e The U.S. and South Korea will meet any North Korean use of nuclear weapons against Seoul
with an “overwhelming response” that could include U.S. nuclear weapons, ROK President
Yoon Suk-yeol said Thursday, appearing to misrepresent the allies’ latest summit agreement.
(Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Prepared by Myriam Aribaud, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Saturday, April 29, 2023

HRNK Executive Director, Greg Scarlatoiu, appears in Al Jazeera program

Top News:
HRNK Executive Director, Greg Scarlatoiu, appears in Al Jazeera program: What will Washington

Declaration mean for the Korean Peninsula? (Al Jazeera, 04,/27/2023)

In North Korea:

Kim Jong-un’s sister warns of nuclear arms race between North Korea and West (The Telegraph,
04,/29,/2023)

Kim's sister says S. Korea-U.S. deterrence plan would result in 'more serious danger (Yonhap,
4,/29/2023)

Kim Yo Jong slams Biden as ‘senile’ for threatening end of North Korean regime (NK News,
04,/29,/2023)

Satellite imagery suggests N. Korea expanding Yongbyon nuclear complex (Yonhap, 04,/29,/2023)
Solar power estimated at 7 pct of electricity supply in N. Korea: report (Yonhap, 04,/29,/2023)

International:
lawmakers intr ill to reauthoriz Korean righ (Yonhap, 04,/29,/2023)

Top News:

e The United States and South Korea sign an agreement to confront possible threats from
North Korea -- warning Pyongyang against using nuclear weapons. China says Washington is
provoking confrontation. What could this deal mean for the Asia-Pacific region? And what
does it mean for peace? (Al Jazeera)

In North Korea:
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e Kim Yo-jong's pronouncement follows US-South Korean deal to station submarines on the
peninsula. (Verity Bowman, The Telegraph)

e In North Korea's first response to the Washington Declaration adopted during President
Yoon Suk Yeol's state visit to the U.S., Kim Yo-jong said that the agreement reflects "the most
hostile and aggressive will of action" against the North that will "only result in making peace
and security of Northeast Asia and the world be exposed to more serious danger," according
to the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). (Lee Minji, Yonhap)

e DPRK leader’s sister warns Pyongyang will enhance nuclear deterrent, denouncing US-ROK
summit for ‘hostile policy’. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e Recent commercial satellite imagery indicates North Korea continues to expand and
refurbish its Yongbyon nuclear complex, reinforcing concerns the country is acting on
leader Kim Jong-un's recent call for an "exponential" increase in its nuclear arsenal, 38
North, a U.S. think tank, said Friday. (Yonhap)

e According to the report compiled by the Seoul-based Korea Energy Economics Institute
(KEEI), solar power supply in North Korea is estimated at 149 gigawatt-hours, which meets
around 7 percent of households' power demand at 2,129 GWh. The report said some 2.88
million solar panels are projected to be used by households across the country. (Yonhap)

International:

e Two U.S. lawmakers have introduced a bipartisan bill to reauthorize the North Korean
Human Rights Act, which expired in September 2022. Young Kim (R-CA), the chairwoman of
the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on the Indo-Pacific, and Ami Bera (D-CA), a ranking
member, introduced the bill Friday to reauthorize, update and improve the law, which was
enacted in 2004 to promote human rights and freedom in North Korea, Kim said. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web/20240517131404 /https: //mailchi.mp/1d50325¢c9cbc/hrnk-news-item

Sunday, April 30, 2023

Top nuclear envoys of SK, US discuss NK threat, NK vows to bolster military
deterrence in response to Washington Declaration

In North Korea:

North Korea's food crisis: How hungry are people in the hermit kingdom? (South China Morning Post,
4,/29,/2023)

N. Korea vows to bolster 'military deterrence' in response to Washington Declaration (Yonhap,
04/30,/2023)
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rth Korea warns of seri nger over US- h Kor rren 1 (BBC, 04/29/2023)

International:
n PM Kishi visi h Korea for summit with Yoon (Reuters, 4,/29/2023)
‘Lord Commander’ of the DMZ Has Seen It All on the Korean Frontier (The New York Times,
4,/28/2023)
President Yoon Suk Yeol back from U.S. after 7 days (Korea JoongAng Daily, 4,/30,/2023)

Topn

lear env fS. Kor i K. threat in 1 (Yonhap, 04,/30,/2023)

In North Korea:

There are growing concerns among rights groups and aid agencies about North Korea’s
chronic food shortages. Many experts who keep an eye on the reclusive state say the
problem is growing and deaths due to starvation are likely to continue. Some see signs that
the country is in the grip of its worst famine since the “Arduous March” blamed for up to 3
million deaths in the 1990s. Others, however, say conditions are not nearly as bad as they
look, thanks to Chinese foreign aid propping up the economy. (Bryan Wood, Kelly Le, South
ina Morning Post)
North Korea will step up its "military deterrence" against South Korea and the United States,
state media said Sunday, blasting this week's summit agreement between the two sides on
strengthening the U.S. extended deterrence as a "product of heinous hostile policy" against
Pyongyang. (Yonhap)
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un's powerful sister has warned that a recent US-South
Korean deal will lead to a "more serious danger". Kim Yo-jong said North Korea's nuclear
deterrent "should be brought to further perfection’, state media reported. (BBC)

International:

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida is expected to visit South Korea in coming weeks and
meet with President Yoon Suk Yeol, officials said, reciprocating a Tokyo visit by the South
Korean leader last month. (Kevin Buckland, Reuters)

Lt. Cmdr. D.E. McShane was holding his plane ticket home to begin his retirement in 2019
when President Donald J. Trump announced that he would be flying to the border between
the two Koreas to meet Kim Jong-un, the leader of North Korea. Dan-o McShane, as the
former U.S. Navy officer is known, had been stationed in the Demilitarized Zone, or DMZ,
between North and South Korea for six years. (Choe Sang-Hun, The New York Times)
President Yoon Suk Yeol returned to Seoul, ending this week long visit to the U.S. as state
guest, on Sunday. There have been mixed reviews on Yoon’s visit. Yoon's Washington
Declaration has been questioned as to the practical benefits that Korea has gained and the
unresolved issue regarding the Inflation Reduction Act that continues to leave out Korean

automakers from the tax incentives on electric vehicles. (Lee Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

The top nuclear envoys of South Korea and the United States have met in Seoul to discuss
ways to cooperate on countering North Korea's evolving nuclear and military threats, the
foreign ministry said Sunday. (Yonhap)
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5. MAY
Monday, May 1, 2023

N. Korea slams allies’ deterrence plan as ‘legal justification' for strategic asset
dispatch

In North Korea:

North Korea blasts U.S.-South Korea summit deal for escalating tension (Reuters, 04/30,/2023)
Korea dismi legitim f sendin nuclear submarine (The Korea Herald, 05/01/2023)

N. Korea slams allies' deterrence plan as 'legal justification' for strategic asset dispatch (Yonhap,
05/01/2023)

International:
How American leadership. not just North Korea, challenges the US-ROK alliance (NK News,
05,/01/2023)
Korea rising as a defense supplier amid global tensions (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/01/2023)

1 join fr m lition it block: rth Korean conten home (NK News,
05/01/2023)

(Korea JoongAng

Daily, 05/01/2023)
Yoon returns from pr i isi he Uni (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/01,/2023)

Yoon to meet Japan PM again amid thaw: sources (The Korea Herald, 05/01/2023)

In North Korea:

e North Korea criticised a recent U.S-South Korea agreement to bolster the deployment of
American strategic assets in the region for escalating tension to the "brink of a nuclear war,’
state media KCNA said on Monday. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

e North Korean state media on Monday refuted the legitimacy of deploying a US
nuclear-armed submarine to South Korea, as part of its ongoing criticism of the new
landmark nuclear deal signed by the leaders of South Korea and the United States. (Ji
Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea denounced the latest summit agreement between South Korea and the United
States on Monday for providing "legal justification” to the regular deployment of a U.S.
nuclear ballistic missile submarine and other strategic assets against Pyongyang. (Yonhap)

International:

e The defensive alliance between the U.S. and South Korea is approaching its 70th birthday,
and as ever, all is not well on the Korean Peninsula. (Michael Cohen, NK News)

e U.S. allies and security partners worldwide looking to re-stock their arsenals are increasingly
turning to Korean defense companies to procure weapons. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng

Daily)
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e South Korea will join a 37-member alliance of countries promoting worldwide internet
access, the U.S. has announced, raising questions about whether Seoul will also reconsider
its own domestic restrictions on accessing North Korean content. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e Foreign Minister Park Jin said Monday that President Yoon Suk Yeol's state visit to the
United States represented the evolution of the two countries' ties from a military and
political alliance to a partnership based on shared democratic values, adding that it was not
aimed at "isolating a particular country," such as China. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol concluded a weeklong state visit to the United States Sunday, an
occasion to reflect on the 70 years of the alliance and on ways to forge ahead. (Sarah Kim,
Korea JoongAng Daily)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol will meet with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida again during
Kishida’s two-day trip to Seoul starting Sunday, diplomatic sources familiar with the matter
said Monday. Japanese media outlets last week reported on a potential visit. (Choi Si-young,
The Korea Herald)

Prepared by Bryan Clark, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

First Lady Kim Kun-hee meets Otto Warmbier's bereaved family and young North
Korean defectors in Washington D.C.

Top News:
*First Lady Kim Kun-hee meets Otto Warmbier's bereaved family and young North Korean defectors

in Washington D.C. (Donga Ilbo, 04/27/2023)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom
In North Korea:

North Korea plans massive train factory as it struggles to produce new designs (NK News,
05/02,/2023)

North Korea punishes unwed couples who are living together (Radio Free Asia, 05/02/2023)

North Korea's ScarCruft Deploys ROKRAT Malware via LNK File Infection Chains (The Hacker News,
05/02,/2023)

In South Korea:
S. Korea to release report on N. Korea's economic, social situations for 1st time (Yonhap,
05/02,/2023)

International:
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-ROK_nuclear rdination gr ‘more effective’ than NAT nalog: Yoon (NK News,
05/02,/2023)
U.S. remains fully committed to diplomacy with N. Korea: State Dept. (Yonhap, 05/02/2023)

Top News:

First Lady Kim Kun-hee, wife of President Yoon Seok-yeol who is on a state visit to the
United States, met with young North Korean defectors and North Korean human rights
activists. According to Voice of America (VOA), on the 26th of April, Mrs. Kim met with North
Korean human rights activists and young North Korean defectors at the Old Korean Legation
Museum in Washington D.C. The event was moderated by Hwang Joon-guk, the Korean
ambassador to the United Nations, and was held as a private meeting for about an hour. VOA
reported that Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Park
Jeong, Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu of the Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea (HRNK), and Chairperson Susan Scholte of the North Korean Freedom Coalition
(NKFC) participated in the meeting. Also present was Cindy Warmbier, the mother of Otto
Warmbier, an American who died shortly after being released after being detained in North
Korea. Executive Director Scarlatoiu also stressed the need for a paradigm shift in North
Korea policy to a human rights first approach, saying that he felt the will to resolve the North
Korean human rights issue from President Yoon and his wife. (Donga Ilbo)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom .

In North Korea:

A top North Korean train manufacturer plans to build a massive new factory in Pyongyang,
according to NK Pro analysis of state media and satellite imagery, after struggling to produce
new train designs for nearly a decade. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

North Korea is sending unwed couples who are living together to serve time in labor camps,
saying they are poisoning the country’s socialist society, sources there told Radio Free Asia.
“If the couples were living in a common-law marriage for less than one year, the punishment
will be three months imprisonment in a labor training camp,” a source from Chongju.
(Hyemin Son, Radio Free Asia)

The North Korean threat actor known as ScarCruft started experimenting with oversized
LNK files as a delivery route for ROkRAT malware as early as July 2022, the same month
Microsoft began blocking macros across Office documents by default. (Ravie Lakshmanan,
The Hacker News)

In South Korea:

South Korea's unification ministry said Tuesday it plans to publish a report on economic and
social situations in North Korea for the first time in November to help better understand
people's lives in the secretive regime. The report will include statistical analysis on social and
demographic features in North Korea, and show changes in the North's economic and social
situations, based on testimonies from the North's defectors, according to the ministry.

(Yonhap)

International:

304
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e South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol hailed a new U.S.-ROK platform for discussing
nuclear deterrence against North Korean threats on Tuesday as “more effective” than
NATO’s analog for nuclear sharing, though experts say the two mechanisms cannot be
compared as they are designed for different roles. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e The United States steadfastly remains committed to engaging in dialogue with North Korea,
a state department spokesperson said Monday, after Pyongyang denounced the agreement
reached by the leaders of South Korea and the U.S. on strengthening U.S. extended
deterrence commitment to South Korea. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

[Translation] First Lady Kim Kun-hee meets Otto Warmbier's bereaved family and young North
Korean defectors in Washington D.C.
First Lady Kim Kun-hee, wife of President Yoon Seok-yeol who is on a state visit to the United

States, met with young North Korean defectors and North Korean human rights activists.

According to Voice of America (VOA), on the 26th of April, Mrs. Kim met with North Korean human
rights activists and young North Korean defectors at the Old Korean Legation Museum in
Washington D.C.

The event was moderated by Hwang Joon-guk, the Korean ambassador to the United Nations, and

was held as a private meeting for about an hour.

VOA reported that Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Park Jeong,
Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK), and
Chairperson Susan Scholte of the North Korean Freedom Coalition (NKFC) participated in the
meeting. Also present was Cindy Warmbier, the mother of Otto Warmbier, an American who died

shortly after being released after being detained in North Korea.

In addition, young North Korean defectors including Lee Hyun-seung, a researcher at the Global
Peace Foundation, Joseph Kim, a North Korea researcher at the Bush Institute, and Lee Seo-hyun, a

student at Columbia Graduate School, were also present.
Attendees unanimously said that the event was a great motivation and inspiration.

Researcher Lee said, “I was able to confirm the will of President Yoon and the South Korean

government to improve human rights in North Korea”

Lee Seo-hyun also said, "It was a good opportunity to present and share a new approach to resolving

the North Korean problem."

Warmbier's mother, Cindy, said, "I am sure that Mrs. Kim is interested in what happened to Otto and

that she will make a big difference in the future.
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Executive Director Scarlatoiu also stressed the need for a paradigm shift in North Korea policy to a
human rights first approach, saying that he felt the will to resolve the North Korean human rights

issue from President Yoon and his wife.

Written by Donga Ilbo

Translated by Haeun Moon, HRNK Intern

Wednesday, May 3, 2023

Warmbier’s mother who couldn’t meet the former president Moon, met Kim Keon
Hee, the wife of South Korean President.

Top News:
Warmbier’s mother who couldn’t meet the former president Moon, met Kim Keon Hee, the wife of
South Korean President (04,/27/2023)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom .
In North Korea:

Future of North Korea sanctions panel in limbo amid UN Security Council dispute  (NK News,

05/03,/2023)
North Korean factory poster urges cyber safety as country’s hacking threat grows (NK News,
05/03/2023)

In South Korea:

N. Korea's youth holds rally against S. Korea-U.S. deterrence deal

(Yonhap, 05/03,/2023)

Unification Minister urges efforts to persuade N. Korea to make 'right' decision (Yonhap,
05,/03/2023)

International:
hina’ rt for North Korea for 1 nhance nuclear rrence (NK News, 05/03/2023)

Top News:
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e Kim Keon Hee, The First Lady of South Korea, met with Cindy Warmbier, the mother of Otto
Warmbier, an American college student who was detained in North Korea and died after his
release, on the 26th local time in Washington DC.

Otto Warmbier died on June 19th, 2017, just 6 days after being released from 17 months of
detention in North Korea.

Warmbier’s parents requested a meeting with the former President Moon Jae-in during their
visit to South Korea in November 2019, but the Blue House refused, citing “difficulty in
scheduling”. (Chosun News)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom.

In North Korea:

e Discord among representatives of the five permanent members of the U.N. Security Council
(UNSC) in New York has put a question mark over the future operations of the expert group
tasked with monitoring North Korea sanctions implementation, multiple informed sources
have told NK News. (Chad O' Carrol, NK News)

e North Korean television provided a glimpse this week into domestic cybersecurity education
in the country notorious for its hacking syndicates, showing a poster at a factor bearing
buzzwords ranging from “spyware” to “backdoor. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

In South Korea:

e North Korean youth and students held a rally to denounce a recent agreement reached by
the leaders of South Korea and the United States on strengthening U.S. extended
deterrence, Pyongyang's state media said Wednesday. (Yonhap)

e Unification Minister Kwon Young-se on Wednesday called for efforts to persuade North
Korea to make the "right" decision for the sake of all members of the Korean Peninsula,
although Pyongyang has shown little signs of resuming talks with Seoul and Washington.

(Lee Minji, Yonhap)
International:

e China’s unwillingness to enforce sanctions against North Korea and its “hostile activities”
toward South Korea are pushing Seoul and Washington closer together, President Yoon
Suk-yeol said Tuesday. The remarks came after Beijing criticized the results of last week’s
U.S.-ROK summit, at which the two countries' announced the new Nuclear Consultative
Group to bolster the joint execution and planning of U.S. nuclear operations against
Pyongyang. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

[Translation] Warmbier’s mother who couldn’t meet the former president Moon, met Kim Keon
Hee, the wife of South Korean President

In 2019, the former president Moon refused to have a meeting, citing “difficulty in scheduling”.
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Kim Keon Hee, The First Lady of South Korea, met with Cindy Warmbier, the mother of Otto
Warmbier, an American college student who was detained in North Korea and died after his release,
on the 26th local time in Washington DC.

Otto Warmbier died on June 19th, 2017, just 6 days after being released from 17 months of detention

in North Korea.

Warmbier’s parents requested a meeting with the former President Moon Jae-in during their visit to

South Korea in November 2019, but the Blue House refused, citing “difficulty in scheduling”

After the meeting with Kim Keon Hee, Warmbier’s mother said “The first lady showed a sincere
attitude and I am convinced that she wants to take care of and help prevent the suffering that is

happening in North Korea.

According to a report, Kim Keon Hee met with North Korean human rights officials, including Cindy
Warmbier, the mother of Otto Warmbier, at the Korean Embassy in Washington DC around 3:30 pm
local time on the 26th. Washington DC at 3:30pm on 26th.

Hwang Joon-kook, South Korean ambassador to the UN, held a closed-door meeting for about an
hour, which was attended by Jung Park, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and
Pacific Affairs, Greg Scarlatoiu, executive director of the Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea (HRNK), Suzanne Scholte, Chairman of the North Korean Freedom Coalition (NKFC), Lee
Hyun-seung, a researcher at the Global Peace Foundation who was born in North Korea and is now
working on human rights issues in the US, and Lee Seo-hyun, a student at Columbia University
graduate school and sister of Lee Hyun-seung, Joseph Kim, a North Kroea specialist at the Bush

Institute, who is also a North Korean defector, was also present.

In a phone conversation with the news agency, Cindy Warmbier said, “Mrs. Kim expressed support
for my efforts to raise awareness abouth North Korean human rights issues and remembered Otto.”
She added, “The fact that Mrs. Kim had this meeting with me has great significance to me. I felt
really supported”, and “I believe that the Yoon government will do everything to bring the necessary
changes to improve the quality of life for North Koreans. We must speak out against evil. Keeping

silent leads to terrible things happening’

In a phone conversation with the researcher Lee Hyun-seung, he said, “When Cindy Warmbier
talked about her son, the first lady Kim was very heartbroken,” and “she also showed her
commitment to North Korean human rights policies by sharing a North Korean human rights report

published by the Ministry of Unification last month.”
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Lee Seo-hyun said, “I don't think the South Korea-US alliance has ever spoken in a concerted voice
on North Korean human rights issues like it does now.” She added, “This was a great opportunity for

the attendees to get big inspiration.”

Scarlatoiu, the executive director of HRNK, said, “It’s the first time that a South Korean President or
first lady has held a meeting with North Korean human rights activists or defectors during their visit
to the United States. It was very encouraging to see that Mrs. Kim is deeply concerned about this

issue’”

Scarlatoiu, the executive director of HRNK, said, “The mention of North Korean human rights issues
was included in the joint statement of the South Korean and US leaders, Yoon and Biden, released
after their summit. Including human rights issues when addressing North Korea’s nuclear and

missile issues, political security, and military issues is a very important paradigm shift”

Chairman Scholte said, “I told First Lady Kim that it is necessary to rescue the defectors who are
currently detained in China because if they are repatriated to North Korea, they will face execution”

and “Kim listened very carefully to what all the participants said”

Chairman Scholte said, “As the South Korean government has shown its commitment to the issue of
North Korean human rights, all participants expressed strong support and willingness to help in any

ways possible”
Written by Yang Ji-ho

Translated by Nathan Choe, HRNK Intern

Prepared by Jack Boone, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Thursday, May 4, 2023

North Korea’s 'Day of the Sun' canceled due to rain; U.S. working with S. Korea,
Japan to address N. Korea's human rights violations

Top News:
North Korea’s '‘Day of the Sun' canceled due to rain (Radio Free Asia, 04/18 /2023)
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Biden an h Korea’s Yoon announ reemen r North Korea, includin loyin
nuclear-armed submarine (CNN, 04 /26 /2023)

Biden rolls out red carpet for South Korea's Yoon with state visit and new cooperation against North
Korea's nuclear threat (Crossroads Today, 04,/26,/2023)

In North Korea:
N. Korea steps up criticism of S. Korea-U.S. deterrence plan (Yonhap, 05/04,/2023)

rth Kor irs anti-US frenzy with new I rns Biden and Yoon effigies (NK News,
05/04,/2023)
Food security remains ‘fragile’ in North Korea but data hard to come by: Report (NK News,
05/04,/2023)
International:
U.S. working with S. Korea, Japan to address N. Korea's human rights violations (Yonhap,
05/04,/2023)

China’s exports to North surge close to 2019 levels (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/04,/2023)

Yoon, Kishida to discuss deeper cooperation during visit (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/04/2023)

US invited ROK and Japanese admirals aboard nuclear submarine, new photos show (NK News,
05,/04,/2023)

US ‘deeply concerned’ about North Korean abductions, human rights violations (NK News,
05/04,/2023)

US-ROK forces to conduct ‘annihilation’ drills to counter North Korean threats (NK News,

05,/04,/2023)

Top News:

The leader’s absence from Kumsusan was unusual but was not intended to emphasize his
independence, so that he could escape the shadow of his forebears, said David Maxwell of
the Washington-based Foundation for Defense of Democracies. (Jieun Kim and Soyoung Kim,
Radio Free Asia)

“The South Koreans don't have experience in using nuclear weapons. This is why we need to
do tabletop exercises with them. The Koreans need to be educated in what it means to use
nuclear weapons, the targeting, and the effects,” said David Maxwell of the Foundation for
Defense of Democracies, adding that there will be no change to the US having control on the
targeting. “The hope is that this will satisfy them and improve readiness.” (Betsy Klein, Kylie
Atwood, and Sam Fossum, CNN)

"The South Koreans don't have experience in using nuclear weapons. This is why we need to
do tabletop exercises with them. The Koreans need to be educated in what it means to use
nuclear weapons, the targeting, and the effects," said David Maxwell of the Foundation for
Defense of Democracies, adding that there will be no change to the US having control on the
targeting. "The hope is that this will satisfy them and improve readiness." (Betsy Klein and
Kylie Atwood, CNN)

In North Korea:

North Korean workers and members of social groups have joined the North's criticism of a
recent summit agreement between South Korea and the United States on strengthening U.S.
extended deterrence, according to state media Thursday. (Lee Minji, Yonhap)
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e North Korea has started widely displaying anti-U.S. and South Korea propaganda posters for
the first time in five years, according to NK News analysis of state media, as authorities whip
the population into a frenzy over perceived threats of attack following the allies’ recent
summit. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e A major report on global food insecurity has excluded North Korea from its list of countries
currently facing a food crisis, repeatedly citing a lack of data even as it emphasizes that the
food situation appears to be deteriorating. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

International:

e The United States is working closely with South Korea and Japan to address human rights
violations committed by North Korea, including the abduction of foreign nationals, a state
department spokesperson said Wednesday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e Chinese exports to North Korea appear to be recovering to pre-pandemic levels. (Shin
Kyung-Jin, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida will hold talks
on expanding cooperation between the two countries in security, technology and cultural
exchanges at their upcoming meeting during the latter's visit to Seoul early next week, a
presidential spokesman said Thursday. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e The U.S. Navy invited South Korean and Japanese admirals aboard an Ohio-class nuclear
submarine last month, according to new Pentagon photos released on Wednesday, in what
one expert framed as part of U.S. efforts to encourage trilateral cooperation against North
Korea and other threats. (Arius Derr, NK News)

e The U.S. remains “deeply concerned” about North Korean abductions, the State Department
said Wednesday, following a meeting between Deputy Secretary Wendy Sherman and
representatives of two organizations representing families of kidnapees. (Jeongmin Kim, NK
News

e The US. and South Korean militaries will hold what will likely be the largest-ever joint
live-fire exercises this month to celebrate 70 years of the alliance, Seoul’'s defense ministry
announced Thursday. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Prepared by Joseph Choi, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Friday, May 5, 2023

First Lady Kim Keon-hee had a face-to-face talk with North Korean defectors,
Warmbier's mother, and more

Top News:
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First L. Kim Keon-hee h face-to-f: 1k with North Korean defectors, Warmbier's mother.
and more (Voice of America, 04/27/2023)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom .

In North Korea:
N. Korea intensifies criticism of S. Korea-U.S. deterrence plan (Yonhap, 05/05,/2023)

In South Korea:

North Korea went ‘too far’ by burning Yoon Suk-yeol in effigy, Seoul says (NK News,
05/05/2023)ROK court reverses ruling against activists over anti-North Korea leafleting (NK News,
05/05,/2023)

Yoon's visi ns new ch r for S. Korea- lliance: Amb. Cho (Yonhap, 05/05/2023)

International:
Burkina Faso leader says country wants ‘more weapons’ from North Korea (NK News, 05/05/2023)

Top News:

e First Lady Kim Keon-hee, the wife of South Korean President Yoon Seok-yeol met with
young North Korean defectors and human rights activists during the state visit to the United
States in Washington. Some participants said that it was a great encouragement. First Lady
Kim, Keon-hee met with North Korean human rights officials at the OldKorean Legation in
Washington D.C. on the afternoon of the 26th. Officials who met with Mrs. Kim told VOA that
the closed meeting was held for about an hour with the host of the South Korean
Ambassador to the United Nations, Hwang Joon-Guk, Deputy Assistant Secretary Bureau of
East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Jung H. Park; Executive Director of the US Committee for
Human Rights in North Korea(HRNK), Greg Scarlatoiu; the Chairman of the North Korea
Freedom Coalition(NKFC), Suzanne Scolte; and mother of Otto Warmbier, who died six days
after being detained in North Korea. (Kim Young-Kwon, Voice of America)

In North Korea:

e North Korea's state media on Friday intensified Pyongyang's criticism of a recent summit
agreement between South Korea and the United States on strengthening U.S. extended
deterrence. (Yonhap)

In South Korea:

e South Korea condemned North Korea for organizing a rally this week to burn President Yoon
Suk-yeol in effigy, stating that Pyongyang went “too far” as it ratchets up internal anti-ROK
and U.S. activities. State media also published dozens of photos Friday of anti-Yoon protests
in Seoul as part of efforts to paint him as a “puppet” of Washington with no domestic
support, while reporting on more domestic rallies calling for “exterminating” Americans and
South Koreans. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e The South Korean government unjustly revoked the legal status of a North Korean defector
activist group over its anti-regime leafleting, the Supreme Court has ruled, finding the
government cannot prove that the group’s activities caused a “grave danger” to the lives and
safety of residents in the area. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

312


https://www.voakorea.com/a/7068153.html
https://www.voakorea.com/a/7068153.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230505000600325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2023/05/north-korea-went-too-far-by-burning-yoon-suk-yeol-in-effigy-seoul-says/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/05/rok-court-reverses-ruling-against-activists-over-anti-north-korea-leafleting/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230505000100325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2023/05/burkina-faso-leader-says-country-wants-more-weapons-from-north-korea/
https://www.voakorea.com/a/7068153.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230505000600325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2023/05/north-korea-went-too-far-by-burning-yoon-suk-yeol-in-effigy-seoul-says/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/05/rok-court-reverses-ruling-against-activists-over-anti-north-korea-leafleting/

e South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's recent visit to the United States has opened a new
chapter for the 70-year-old alliance, Seoul's top envoy to the U.S. said Thursday. South
Korea's ambassador to the US. Cho Hyun-dong also insisted that the countries have
upgraded their mutual defense treaty signed in 1953. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

International:

e The West African nation of Burkina Faso wants to import more weapons from North Korea
following their revival of ties earlier this year, the country’s leader said on Thursday. During
an extensive interview on national television (RTB), Ibrahim Traoré said that North Korea,
like Russia, can serve Burkina Faso’s interests particularly in the fields of security and
development. (Sophie Lamotte, NK News)

[Translation] First Lady Kim Keon-hee had a face-to-face talk with North Korean defectors,
Warmbier’s mother, and more

First Lady Kim Keon-hee, the wife of South Korean President Yoon Seok-yeol met with young North
Korean defectors and human rights activists during the state visit to the United States in
Washington. Some participants said that it was a great encouragement. Kim Young- Kwon reporting.

First Lady Kim, Keon-hee met with North Korean human rights officials at the Old Korean Legation
in Washinton D.C. on the afternoon of the 26th. Officials who met with Mrs. Kim told VOA that the
closed meeting was held for about an hour with the host of the South Korean Ambassador to the
United Nations, Hwang Joon-Guk. Deputy Assistant Secretary Bureau of East Asian and Pacific
Affairs, Jung H. Park; Executive Director of the US Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea(HRNK), Greg Scarlatoiu; the Chairman of the North Korea Freedom Coalition(NKFC), Suzanne
Scolte; and mother of Otto Warmbier, who died six days after being detained in North Korea.

Young North Korean defectors including Hyun-Seung Lee, a researcher at the Global Peace
Foundation; Joseph Kim, a researcher at the Bush Institute; and Seo-hyun Lee, a graduate student at
Columbia University, also presented. Participants said they cannot say what Mrs.Kim said, but the
meeting was a great encouragement.

Hyun-Seung Lee said, “It was a great opportunity to affirm President Yoon, his wife, and the Korean
government’s willingness to improve human rights in North Korea” [Recording: Hyun-Seung Lee] We
are grateful and encouraged that the first lady has prepared a meeting regarding human rights
issues in North Korea” This never happened in the past, did it? I think it’s very special to have such a
meeting during a state visit to the United States”

Mr. Lee told Mrs.Kim, “We explained why we are talking about North Korean human rights, talked
about the dignity and values of North Korean rights, and shared the necessity to cooperate together
to protect those values” Seo-hyun Lee, who recently testified on North Korean human rights in
fluent English at an unofficial meeting of the UN Security Council said, “It was a good opportunity to
present and share a new approach to solving the North Korean problem”

[Recording: Seo-hyun Lee] “I think it is symbolic that the Korean First Lady prepared this event by
inviting North Korean defectors and experts who have been working for human rights in North
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Korea and Cindy Warmbier, the mother of Otto Warmbier, who lost her son unfairly. I could feel that
the first lady is personally interested in human rights, and above all, it was a glimpse of the South
Korean government’s firm commitment and effort to solve the North Korean human rights issue,
which is directly related to security.

During the meeting, Ms. Lee said there were many voices calling for a new approach to North Korea
because human rights issues are directly related to security.

Otto Warmbier’s mother, Cindy Warmbier told VOA that she truly believes that Mrs. Kim truly cared
about what happened to her son.

[Recording: Cindy Warmbier] “I can tell you that I really liked her and I truly believe that she cared
about what happened to Otto and I think she's going to make a huge difference in the future. I'm
very confident that she is genuine and cares and wants to help stop the suffering in North Korea”
She then said she thinks Mrs.Kim will make a big difference in the future.

Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu, who attended the meeting said Mrs.Kim listened to all
participants’ stories and recommendations. In addition, she said that she could feel Mrs.Kim and
President Yoon’s willingness to resolve the North Korean human rights issue, adding that this was
very encouraging.

He added that Mrs. Kim stressed the necessity for the paradigm shift from North Korean policy to
prioritizing their human rights.

Reported by Kim Young-Kwon from VOA News
Translated by Yubin Jun, HRNK Research Intern

Prepared by Yoshino Yamauchi, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240517143530 /https: //mailchi.mp /087e6b7e8183 /hrnk-news-items-first-lady-kim-keon-he
-had-a-face-to-face-talk-with-north-korean-defi rs-warmbiers-mother-and-mor:

Saturday, May 6, 2023

Satellite imagery suggests new construction near N. Korea’s satellite launch

station
In North Korea:
llite imager new construction near Korea’ llite launch ion (Yonhap,
05/06,/2023)
International:

Washington Declaration goes beyond ‘nuclear sharing’: U.S. official (Yonhap, 05/06,/2023)
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In North Korea:

e Recent commercial satellite imagery indicates new construction is taking place at North
Korea's major rocket launching site in a move likely aimed at modernizing the facility,
according to a recent report from a U.S. think tank. (Yonhap)

International:

e The recent agreement reached by South Korea and the United States on enhancing U.S.
extended deterrence is a historic step that goes beyond "nuclear-sharing,’ a U.S.
administration official told Yonhap News Agency on Friday. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Ava Kim, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Sunday, May 7, 2023

Yoon says 3-way cooperation more important than ever

International:

Japan's PM tells South Koreans his 'heart hurts' over pain caused by occupation (Reuters,
05,/06/2023)

Yoon says 3-way cooperation more important than ever (Korea Herald, 05/06,/2023)

International:

e The focus of the summit between the two U.S. allies revolved around security cooperation in
the face of North Korea’s nuclear threats, with a particular eye on American interests in the
region, said Shin-wha Lee, a professor of international relations at Seoul-based Korea
University. Kishida said they discussed bilateral ties as well as regional and global issues such
as North Korea. He said he had agreed to allow South Korean experts to inspect the planned
release of water from the crippled Fukushima nuclear power plant, which has been
controversial with Japan’s neighbours concerned about possible environmental effects.
(Choonsik Yoo, Hyonhee Shin, Sakura Murakami, Reuters)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol on Sunday said South Korea is open to trilateral strategic and
nuclear planning with the United States and Japan on how to respond in the event of a North
Korea’s nuclear attack. (Ji Da-gyum, Korea Herald)

Prepared by Rachel Baek, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Monday, May 8, 2023

Civic group sends anti-Pyongyang propaganda material to N. Korea via balloons;
NK hasn’t answered hotlines for a month

In South Korea:

group (Yonhap,
05/08,/2023)
Defector-activist says he sent anti-Kim leaflets and medicine into North Korea (NK News,
05,/08,/2023)

Number of N, Korean defectors coming to S. Korea reaches 34 in Q1 (The Korea Herald, 05/08,/2023)

Seoul court again orders N. Korea to pay compensation to former POWSs (Yonhap, 05/08/2023)
incl in -ROK nuclear planning, then ktracks (NK News,
05,/08,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
NK hasn'’t answered hotlines for a month (The Korea Herald, 05/07/2023)

International:

China building giant trade and tourism zone across from North Korean ‘holy’ city (NK News,
05/08,/2023)

Yoon, Kishida Vow Better Seoul-Tokyo Ties Following Summit (VOA, 05/08/2023)
In South Korea:

e A North Korean defectors' group said Monday it has flown giant balloons carrying medicine
and anti-Pyongyang leaflets to North Korea across the western inter-Korean border last
week. (Yonhap)

e A high-profile human rights activist said he launched nearly two dozen balloons carrying
medicine and anti-regime messages into North Korea late last week after South Korea’s
Supreme Court ruled in his favor in a case about his cross-border leafleting. (Jeongmin Kim,
NK News)

e The number of North Korean defectors coming to South Korea reached 34 in the first
quarter, government data showed. (Nam Kyung-don, The Korea Herald)

e Former South Korean prisoners of war (POWs) have again won a damages suit filed against
North Korea and its leader Kim Jong-un for their forced labor during captivity there.
(Yonhap)

e Yoon Suk-yeol on Sunday raised the possibility that Seoul and Washington could include
Japan in nuclear planning efforts in order to strengthen deterrence against North Korea,
only for his office to quickly walk back his comments. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)
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Inter-Korean Relationship:

e North Korea has refused to take regular phone calls from South Korea for a month, while
stepping up criticism of the Yoon Suk Yeol government’s policy of strengthening
coordination with the United States in countering and deterring escalating North Korean
threats. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

International:

e China is building a giant new tourism and economic zone in a remote area near North
Korea’s “holy” city of Samjiyon and Mount Paektu, according to NK Pro analysis of satellite
imagery and Chinese media. (Colin Zwirko, NK News)

e South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol on Monday called for officials to map out specific
steps to hasten security and economic cooperation with Japan following his weekend
summit in Seoul with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. (VOA)

Prepared by Kate Refolo, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240517144221 /https: //mailchi.mp /dd5c43abeac7/hrnk-news-items-civic-group-sends-anti-
ongyang-propaganda-material-to-n-korea-via-balloons-nk-hasnt-answered-hotlines-for-a-month

Tuesday, May 9, 2023

Korean and American experts advocate for 'human rights up front' approach to
solve North Korean nuclear issue

Top News:

Korean and American Experts Advocate for ‘Human Rights Up Front’ Approach to Solve North
Korean Nuclear Issue (Newsl, 05/04,/2023)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom.

In North Korea:
N. Korean media calls for increased farming output amid food shortage crisis (Yonhap, 05/09/2023)
North Korea's Kim Jong Un says Russia will 'smash all challenges' (UPI, 05/09,/2023)
North Korea's Kim says Russia 'will prevail' over hostile forces (Reuters, 05/09,/2023)

Korean 1 r_sen ngratulatory m Putin on Victory D ion (Yonhap,
05,/09/2023)

What the official end of COVID emergency means for North Korea’s border controls (NK News,
05/09/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
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Kor: rentl ratin me 1 Korean-owned f: ri K n mplex with
authorization (Yonhap, 05/09,/2023)

Seoul court orders North Korea to pay former ROK prisoners for forced labor (NK News,
05/09/2023)

International:

Korea, U.S. and Japan exploring expanded intel sharing (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/09,/2023)
Lawmakers weigh in on Korea-Japan summit (The Korea Herald, 05/09/2023)

N. Korean FM vows stronger ties with China in meeting with new envoy (Yonhap, 05/09,/2023)
Seoul, Tokyo to connect radar systems to better track North Korean missiles (NK News,
05/09/2023)

Yoon il n n relations, DP criticiz resident's fir r (Korea JoongAng Daily,
05,/09/2023)

Yoon highlights Japan detente as he marks first year in office (The Korea Herald, 05/09,/2023)

Top News:

e Korean and American experts have suggested adopting an approach that prioritizes human
rights in resolving the North Korean nuclear issue.
David Maxwell, the Deputy Director of the CAPS and a former US Army Special Forces
Colonel, stated at the Korean Peninsula Peaceful Unification Forum held by Peaceful
Unification Advisory Council in Washington DC on the 3rd (local time), “The Korea-US
alliance should adapt an approach that prioritizes human rights” and he said that “human
rights are not only a moral mandatory but also a matter of national security.
The Deputy Director Maxwell pointed out “Kim Jong-un, the General Secretary of the
Korean Workers' Party, inevitably denies the human rights of North Korean citizens’ to
maintain power” and he highlighted that “the North Korean citizens are suffering as a result
of Kim’s policy which consciously prioritizes nuclear and missile development over the
welfare of the people”

He argued that “the Korea-US alliance should develop and execute the comprehensive
information and influence campaigns through which they should provide practical
knowledge on how to mobilize collective action, the reality of North Korea, the truth about
the outside world, and a universal understanding of humanity, ranging from entertainment
to news, in order to drive change”

He particularly emphasized that “Korea and the United States should address human rights
issues together every time they respond to provocations from North Korea” and he pointed
out that “while discussing the nuclear program would only enhance the legitimacy of the
Kim Jong-un regime, raising human rights violation as an issue would actually undermine the
legitimacy of the regime.”

Greg Scarlatoiu, Executive Director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea
(HRNK), also stated that “human rights issues have been neglected and sacrificed for the
over 30 years at negotiation tables discussing important issues such as North Korea policy
and the nuclear and missile programs” and he argued that “It is now time to shift the
paradigm to a human rights-centered policy towards North Korea.

Executive Director Scarlatoiu commented that “It is remarkable that the Yoon Suk Yeol

government has regained leadership on North Korean human rights at the United Nations,’
and he advised that “the United States should once again demonstrate leadership and
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reclaim the advantage they had on North Korean human rights at the UN”

He further stated, “Stronger resolutions from the UN General Assembly and UN Human
Rights Council are needed, and the issue of North Korean human rights should be brought
back to the agenda of the UN Security Council” He added that “the United States should take
the lead in efforts to hold North Korea accountable through path other than the
International Criminal Court (ICC). Mechanisms like an international special prosecutor
would be ideal”

He said, “Progress in human rights through multilateral and international diplomacy is the
key to solving the conundrum of North Korea, applying a diplomatic, informational, military,
and economic approach with a human rights priority” (News1)

In North Korea:

North Korea's state media called on farmers to prepare for the springtime rice-planting
season in a "watertight" manner on Tuesday, in what appeared to be efforts aimed at
increasing grain output to tackle the country's food shortages. (Yonhap)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un sent a congratulatory message to Russian President
Vladimir Putin for Moscow's Victory Day holiday and said that Russia would prevail over
"hostile forces," state-run Korean Central News Agency reported Tuesday. (Thomas Maresca,
UPI)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un said Russia "will prevail" in its fight against what he
described as "imperialists,’ state news agency KCNA said on Tuesday, in remarks seen to be
aimed at Ukraine and its Western supporters, such as the United States. (Hyunsu Yim,
Reuters)

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has sent a congratulatory message to Russian President
Vladimir Putin over Moscow's celebration of its Victory Day holiday, Pyongyang's state media
reported Tuesday. (Yonhap)

Pyongyang has closely monitored news from WHO, suggesting that downgrading of
pandemic could trigger policy changes. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Korea appears to be operating around 10 South Korean-owned factories at a
now-shuttered joint industrial complex in the North without approval, Seoul's unification
ministry said Tuesday. (Yonhap)

A Seoul court has ordered North Korea to compensate three South Koreans taken prisoner
during the Korean War for their forced labor while in captivity. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

International:

The Defense Ministry said Tuesday that South Korea, the United States and Japan are
exploring ways to strengthen joint information sharing capabilities regarding North Korean
missile launches, but that the details of such an arrangement remain undetermined. (Michael
Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

South Korea’s formerly distant relationship with Japan under the preceding administration is
getting back to normal with Yoon Suk Yeol in office, according to a former consul general to
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Osaka and ruling People Power Party lawmaker Rep. Kim Seok-ki. (Kim Arin, The Korea
Herald)

e North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son-hui has met with China's new ambassador to
Pyongyang and vowed a "steadfast" willingness to further develop friendly ties between their
nations, state media said Tuesday. (Yonhap)

e South Korea and Japan will connect their radar systems through the U.S. military to enhance
their ability to track and share information on North Korean missiles. (Ifang Bremer, NK
News)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol said Tuesday that if Korea and Japan build trust through
cooperation and exchanges, while facing the past with sincerity, the two countries could
open up a new future that surpasses even past peak bilateral relations. (Sarah Kim, Korea
JoongAng Daily)

e Improving ties between South Korea and Japan will open the door to a new future where the
two countries, along with the US, can bolster the current coalition working on North Korea’s
denuclearization, President Yoon said Tuesday, a day before his first anniversary of taking
office. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

[Translation] Korean and American Experts Advocate for ‘Human Rights Up Front’ Approach to
Solve North Korean Nuclear Issue.

Korean and American experts have suggested adopting an approach that prioritizes human rights in
resolving the North Korean nuclear issue.

David Maxwell, the Deputy Director of the CAPS and a former US Army Special Forces Colonel,
stated at the Korean Peninsula Peaceful Unification Forum held by Peaceful Unification Advisory
Council in Washington DC on the 3rd (local time), “The Korea-US alliance should adapt an approach
that prioritizes human rights” and he said that “human rights are not only a moral mandatory but
also a matter of national security”

The Deputy Director Maxwell pointed out “Kim Jong-un, the General Secretary of the Korean
Workers' Party, inevitably denies the human rights of North Korean citizens’ to maintain power” and
he highlighted that “the North Korean citizens are suffering as a result of Kim's policy which
consciously prioritizes nuclear and missile development over the welfare of the people”

He argued that “the Korea-US alliance should develop and execute the comprehensive information
and influence campaigns through which they should provide practical knowledge on how to
mobilize collective action, the reality of North Korea, the truth about the outside world, and a
universal understanding of humanity, ranging from entertainment to news, in order to drive change”

He particularly emphasized that “Korea and the United States should address human rights issues
together every time they respond to provocations from North Korea” and he pointed out that “while
discussing the nuclear program would only enhance the legitimacy of the Kim Jong-un regime,
raising human rights violation as an issue would actually undermine the legitimacy of the regime.”

Greg Scarlatoiu, Executive Director of the Committee for Human Rights in North Korea (HRNK), also

stated that “human rights issues have been neglected and sacrificed for the over 30 years at
negotiation tables discussing important issues such as North Korea policy and the nuclear and
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missile programs” and he argued that “It is now time to shift the paradigm to a human
rights-centered policy towards North Korea”

Executive Director Scarlatoiu commented that “It is remarkable that the Yoon Suk Yeol government
has regained leadership on North Korean human rights at the United Nations,” and he advised that
“the United States should once again demonstrate leadership and reclaim the advantage they had on
North Korean human rights at the UN”

He further stated, “Stronger resolutions from the UN General Assembly and UN Human Rights
Council are needed, and the issue of North Korean human rights should be brought back to the
agenda of the UN Security Council” He added that “the United States should take the lead in efforts
to hold North Korea accountable through path other than the International Criminal Court (ICC).
Mechanisms like an international special prosecutor would be ideal”

He said, “Progress in human rights through multilateral and international diplomacy is the key to
solving the conundrum of North Korea, applying a diplomatic, informational, military, and economic
approach with a human rights priority”

Cha Du-hyeon, Senior Research Fellow at the Asian Institute for Policy Studies, stated that ensuring
the implementation of shared values such as human rights in inter-Korean relations is a key
challenge for Korea-US cooperation. He pointed out that lukewarm attitudes toward human rights
violations in North Korea are acts that sacrifice Korea’s identity, which has long pursued democracy
and a thriving market economy.

Research fellow Cha stated, "We should raise further questions regarding human rights in North
Korea" He explained that while acknowledging the inevitable reality of different political and
economic systems in South and North Korea is necessary for the development of inter-Korean
relations, it should not be equated with accepting violations of universal values, such as human
rights.

He emphasized, “The infringement and violation of human rights or international moral standards by
North Korea should be timely pointed out, even during periods of smooth inter-Korean relations” He
added, “This is necessary not only as a means of exposing the propaganda efforts toward the North
Korean regime but also to counter the temptation for North Korea to utilize provocations or
criticism against South Korea for the sake of its internal political cohesion”

In relation to this, Ambassador Cho Hyun-dong stated in his congratulatory speech delivered by
Consul General Kwon Se-jung on this day, “The Yoon Suk Yeol government will present a future of
freedom, peace, and prosperity in unification to our people and the world” He emphasized, “Above
all, it is important to accurately inform the reality of North Korea in order to achieve this”

Ambassador Cho mentioned the recent release of the first-ever human rights report on North Korea
by the Ministry of Unification, stating “This is not intended to shame or vilify North Korea, but
rather to ensure that our North Korean compatriots, who are deprived of the freedoms they deserve
and suffering from starvation, can enjoy their rights as universal human beings”

He stated, “We hope to build a consensus on reunification and envision a future of reunification by
fostering empathy among our people and the international community for the suffering of North
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Korean residents and sharing awareness of the need for improvement in North Korean human
rights”

Ambassador Cho added, “As the Ambassador to the United States, I will diligently seek out the tasks I
can undertake with a sense of duty towards the improvement of North Korean human rights”

On the other hand, at the forum, while discussing strengthening the Korea-US alliance to address
the North Korean nuclear threat, there were also arguments raised that North Korea should
promptly respond to the “bold proposals” of the Yoon Suk Yeol government.

In his keynote speech, Seok Dong-hyun, the Secretary-General of the Peaceful Unification Advisory
Council, stated, “The South Korean government will firmly confront the ongoing security threats
posed by North Korea with a strong defense posture” and emphasized that “the robust Korea-US
alliance and the deployment of the combined forces will be the most effective means to ‘restrain’
North Korea’s reckless provocations.”

Secretary-General Seok also mentioned, “In response to North Korea’s repeated provocations, the
government aims to ‘restrain’ and ‘discourage’ such provocations and create a strategic environment
17

in which North Korea can return to denuclearization negotiations based on ‘dialogue” He referred to
the bold initiatives of the Yoon Suk Yeol administration.

He explained, “The core of the bold initiative is to alleviate North Korea’s security concerns through
dialogue and achieve denuclearization by gradually promoting inter-Korean prosperity, thereby
making North Korea no longer feel the necessity of nuclear possession and use”

However, he emphasized, “Just because North Korea’s denuclearization is essential does not mean
that we impose unilateral sacrifices and demands on North Korea. We do not seek a forced change
through coercion” He further stated, “The government will uphold the firm principle of North
Korea’s complete denuclearization but will continue to pursue diverse practical approaches without
distinguishing between preconditions and post-conditions in order to create a cycle of momentum
for achieving it”

The Secretary-General Seok also expressed the expectation that the North Korean government
would cease further provocations and respond positively to such bold proposals.

Ambassador Cho also urged North Korea to immediately cease provocations and respond earnestly
to the bold initiatives. He highlighted that the leaders of South Korea and the United States
reaffirmed their commitment to pursuing dialogue and exchanges with North Korea without
preconditions as a means to advance the shared goal of achieving complete denuclearization of the
Korean Peninsula, as stated in the Washington Declaration.

Translated by Nathan Choe, HRNK Intern

Prepared by Dan McDowall, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240 44604 /https: //mailchi.mp /ef01b40f89 hrok-new

xperts-advocate-for-human-rights-up-front-approach-to-solve-north-korean-nuclear-issue
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Wednesday, May 10, 2023

Sometimes less is more: The most important 26 words of ROK-US summit

Top News:

Sometimes less is more: The most important 26 words of ROK-US summit (The Korea Times,
05,/08,/2023)

Rights advocates welcome top court ruling on anti-Pyongvang leaflets (The Korea Times,
05/09/2023)

nuclear armed subrnarme (CNN, 04 / 26 / 2023)

In North Korea:

A North Korean school asks students. ‘Do vou wanna build a snowman? (NK News, 05/10/2023)
N. Korea slams S. Korea-Japan summit as leading to ‘'military collusion’ (Yonhap, 05,/10,/2023)

In South Korea:
Def r-lawmaker Tae Yong-ho resigns from k r r mountin ndals (NK News,
05/10/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
North Korea blamed for hacking Seoul National University Hospital (Korea JoongAng Daily,
05/10/2023)

North Korean hackers stole 830K people’s data in attack on Seoul hospital: ROK (NK News,
05/10/23)

International:

int military drills of Kor I fensive in nature: Pen n ki rson (Yonhap,
05/10/2023)
Seoul seeks to join US-led cyber drills to counter North Korean hackers (NK News, 05/10,/23)

Top News:

e By all measures the Republic of Korea (ROK) and the United States (ROK-U.S.) summit and
state visit by President Yoon Suk Yeol was a resounding success. It celebrated the 70-year
blood friendship kindled in the heat of battle from 1950-53. It advanced mutual security and
mutual prosperity and established a sound foundation for the further evolution of the
alliance as a Global Comprehensive Strategic Alliance in the 21Ist century. (David Maxwell,
The Korea Times)

e Sending balloons filled with anti-regime leaflets into North Korea is nothing new. Activists
had done that for decades despite constant complaints and even threats from Pyongyang.
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According to Suzanne Scholte, chairwoman of the North Korea Freedom Coalition, thanks to
the information carried by such balloons, many ordinary North Koreans have learned about
the outside world as well as inside — the truth North Korea's propaganda machines would
never tell. "The people of North Korea learned about Kim Jong-un's murder of his
half-brother, his regime's torture of Otto Warmbier that led to his death, and the election of
Yoon Suk Yeol because of Park and the Fighters for Free North Korea's balloon launches. This
was further affirmed by North Koreans we hosted in March who were recent escapees, they
mentioned over and over again the value of the leaflets in imparting information," she said.
"The people of North Korea are starving not just from lack of food, they are also starving for
information — and Kim [Jong-un] fears the power of the truth." (Jung Min-ho, The Korea
Times)

“The South Koreans don't have experience in using nuclear weapons. This is why we need to
do tabletop exercises with them. The Koreans need to be educated in what it means to use
nuclear weapons, the targeting, and the effects,” said David Maxwell of the Foundation for
Defense of Democracies, adding that there will be no change to the US having control on the
targeting. “The hope is that this will satisfy them and improve readiness.” (Betsy Klein, Kylie
Atwood, Sam Fossum, CNN)

In North Korea:

State TV shows elite middle school using Disney film ‘Frozen’ to teach English, despite
crackdowns on foreign media. (Seung-Yeon Chung, NK News)

North Korea condemned this week's summit between President Yoon Suk Yeol and Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida through its propaganda outlet Wednesday, saying it has paved
the way for a "military collusion" between the two countries. (Yonhap)

In South Korea:

Tae Yong-ho, a former North Korean diplomat turned South Korean lawmaker, resigned from
his seat on the ruling party’s senior advisory body on Wednesday, after a series of
controversies put the high-level defector’s political career in question. Tae announced the
decision to voluntarily step down from the People Power Party’s five-member Supreme
Council ahead of a meeting of the party’s ethics committee, which was set to discuss his case
the same day. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

North Korean hackers were behind the 2021 cyberattacks on Seoul National University
Hospital, South Korea’s police concluded Wednesday. Officers from the Korean National
Police Agency’s Cyber Investigation Bureau told local media that a group of North Korean
agents were to blame for the personal information theft of some 830,000 people at the
hospital from May to June 2021. (Lee Sung-Eun, Kim Min-Jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Police attribute attack to DPRK two years after breach, warning threat actors continue to
target health care systems. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

International:
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e Any joint military exercises of South Korea and the United States are defensive in nature, a
Pentagon spokesperson said Tuesday, insisting that there is no reason for North Korea to
have any objections to such exercises. (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e Washington to review South Korea’s proposal to participate in multinational exercises
‘positively, ROK says. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

Prepared by Amanda Leckner, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240517144617 /https: //mailchi.mp /1e6b18b94eb8 /hrnk-news-items-sometimes-less-is-more
-the-most-important-26-words-of-rok-us-summi

Thursday, May 11, 2023

7 in 10 S. Koreans support gov't efforts to raise awareness on N.K. human rights;
North Korea sanctions panel avoids extended disruption

In North Korea:

Cybercrime funds half of North Korea’s missile program, US official says (NK Pro, 05/11/2023)
North Korea’s Energy Sector: Solar in Agriculture (38 North, 05/10,/2023)

In South Korea:

Rocked by scandals, defector-turned-lawmaker quits party leadership post (The Korea Herald,
05/11/2023)

ROK_union 1 rs char with ing for North Korea in ‘movie-like’ scheme (NK News,
05/11/2023)

Yoon calls for 'massive’ military upgrades at defense committee launch (Korea JoongAng Daily,

05/11/2023)

in 1 Korean rt gov't effor raise awaren n N.K. human rights: poll (Yonhap,
05/11/2023)
Inter-Korean Relationship:

h Korea will vulnerabl rth’s drones for rs, leak warns (Washington Post,

05/10/2023)
International:
In DMZ, US army chief touts peace through strength in alliance (The Korea Herald, 05/11/2023)
North Korea sanctions panel avoids extended disruption after 1ith-hour agreement (NK News,
05/11/2023)
North Korea warns Japan not to join S.Korea-US nuclear consulting group (Reuters,
05/10/2023) h Korea-Japan Deal Hel nter Pyongyang, Adviser (Bloomberg,
05/10/2023)

What the Washington Declaration means (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/11/2023)
Yet another North Korea-China border opening report (North Korean Economy Watch, 05/11/2023)
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In North Korea:

North Korea’s illicit cyber activities finance half of its missile development, a senior U.S.
cybersecurity official said Wednesday, up from last year’s estimate of one-third. (Shreyas
Reddy, NK Pro)

Based on open sources, including satellite imagery and North Korean media, it appears that
solar energy has become a common feature at larger farms, particularly livestock farms.
(Martyn Williams, 38 North)

In South Korea:

Rep. Tae Yong-ho stepped down Wednesday from his leadership position in the ruling
People Power Party amid political scandals involving one of his staffers and a senior
presidential secretary. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

South Korean prosecutors unveiled full charges against trade union leaders accused of
spying for North Korea on Thursday, describing a “movie-like” scheme that allegedly
featured secretive meetings with DPRK operatives abroad and encrypted communications in
YouTube comments sections. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

President Yoon Suk Yeol ordered a "large-scale change" in military hardware and software to
create a "strong combat-type army" in the inaugural Defense Innovation Committee
Thursday. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Seven in 10 South Koreans support the Yoon Suk Yeol government's efforts to shed light on
North Korea's dire human rights situation, a poll showed Thursday. (Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

An incursion of South Korean airspace by North Korean drones exposed Seoul’'s lack of
preparedness in defending against such threats, and it will likely take years for the military
to correct its shortcomings, according to a classified U.S. intelligence assessment of the
December incident. (Alex Horton, Min Joo Kim, Michelle Ye Hee Lee, Washington Post)

International:

Achieving peace on the Korean Peninsula amid North Korea’s persistent nuclear
saber-rattling requires strength, but such strength is derived from the formidable alliance
and deepening defense integration between the treaty allies, said Gen. James McConville,
chief of staff of the United States Army. (Ji Da-gyum, The Korea Herald)

The U.N. Panel of Experts tasked with monitoring North Korea sanctions has narrowly
avoided a disruption to its operations, after an 11th-hour compromise that will force the U.K.
coordinator to step down, multiple sources familiar with deliberations told NK News on
condition of anonymity. (Chad O’Carroll, NK News)

North Korea's foreign ministry has warned Japan not join the newly announced Nuclear
Consultative Group (NCG) between South Korea and the U.S. and said doing so would make
the Northeast Asian region unstable. (Hyunsu Lim, Reuters)

A deal between South Korea and Japan to remedy a long-running impasse can help work
with their US ally to share intelligence on North Korea and boost their economic leverage
with China, according to a top architect of the pact. (Jeong-Ho Lee, Emily Yamamoto,

Bloomberg)
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e The Washington Declaration between President Yoon Suk Yeol and U.S. President Joe Biden
in April has made the U.S. commitment to extended nuclear deterrence more palpable than

before. (Wi Sung-lac, Korea JoongAng Daily)
e A recent story by SCMP claims both truck trade and tourism from China to North Korea will

start in one month. (Benjamin Katzeff Silberstein, North Korean Economy Watch)

Prepared by Haeun Moon, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240517144920 /https: //mailchi.mp /5232bbb6c009 /7-in-10-s-koreans-support-govt-efforts-

to-raise-awareness-on-nk-human-rights-north-korea-sanctions-panel-avoids-extended-disruption

Friday, May 12, 2023

S. Korea Air Force begins regular large-scale exercise

In North Korea:

How North Korea wielded the law against violators of pandemic controls (NK News, 05/12 /2023)
North Korea rails against markets. But its policies show it can live with them. (NK News, 05/12 /2023)

In South Korea:

Air Force begins regular large-scale exercise (Yonhap, 05/12/2023)
NGO says it sent bottles filled with rice and flash drives into North Korea (NK News, 05/12/2023)
ROK Kkicks off large-scale air drills against North Korean ‘provocations’ (NK News, 05/12/2023)
S. Korea, Japan hold working-level meeting on Seoul's Fukushima inspection (Yonhap, 05/12/2023)
S. Korea says not considering conscripting women amid ongoing debate (The Korea Herald,
05/12/2023)

h Kor recision missile aim nterin rth Korean artillery (NK News,
05/12/2023)
Yoon hires hawkish ex-defense minister whom North Korea wanted killed (NK News, 05/12/2023)

International:

Blinken says retiring deputy secretary Sherman helped deepen U.S. relations with key allies,
including Korea (Yonhap, 05/12/2023)

‘Patience, diplomatic skill' necessary in Korea-Japan talks about Fukushima visit: U.S. amb. (Yonhap,
05/12/2023)

S. Korea, Britain sign letter of intent to establish strategic development partnership (Yonhap,
05/12/2023)

S. Korea, EU to hold summit in Seoul on May 22 (Yonhap, 05/12/2023)

In North Korea:

e South Korea’s National Intelligence Service recently released a large volume of North Korean
legislation that provides new details into how the DPRK legally responded to the COVID-19
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pandemic, beginning from early 2020 up to the country’s first official outbreak revealed
exactly one year ago. (Martin Weiser, NK News)

The North Korean government has grappled for years with how to address the de facto
privatization across many sectors of its economy. The spread of private ownership in the
“socialist paradise” is ideologically unwelcome, generating potential instability for the Kim
leadership. But Pyongyang also recognizes that private entrepreneurs generate much-need
hard currency and other resources that the state cannot. (Andrei Lankov, NK News)

In South Korea:

The Air Force said Friday it kicked off a regular large-scale exercise to bolster its combat
capabilities and ensure the country's defense posture. The eight-day Soaring Eagle exercise
began at an air base in Cheongju, 112 kilometers south of Seoul, amid tensions on the Korean
Peninsula in the wake of North Korea's firing of a purported solid-fuel intercontinental
ballistic missile last month. (Yonhap)

A South Korean nongovernmental organization (NGO) has announced that it sent bottles
filled with rice and USB flash drives into North Korea recently, the first time it has publicized
such activity since the outbreak of COVID-19. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

South Korea kicked off a regular large-scale aerial exercise on Friday to strengthen combat
capabilities and enhance the country’s defense posture against North Korean missile
launches and other military activities. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

The director-general-level meeting was held at Seoul's foreign ministry, with the South
Korean side headed by Yun Hyun-soo, head of the ministry's bureau for climate change,
energy, environment and scientific affairs, and the Japanese side led by Atsushi Kaifu,
director-general of the Japanese foreign ministry's disarmament, non-proliferation and
science department. (Yonhap)

South Korea’s Defense Ministry said Friday that it is neither considering expanding military
conscription to female citizens nor extending the period of mandatory military service for
eligible male citizens as ways to address personnel challenges in the military, amid the
ongoing controversy surrounding the current military service system. (Ji Da-gyum, The
Korea Herald)

South Korea has conducted a live-fire test of a homegrown tactical guided missile designed
to counter artillery threats from enemies such as North Korea, according to the ROK
military, paving the way for the weapon to enter full-scale mass production later this year.
(Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol established a new committee on Thursday charged
with guaranteeing “overwhelming” military power for countering North Korean missile and
nuclear threats, stating that Seoul must deter the DPRK’s “provocative mentality in advance.
(Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

International:

The top U.S. diplomat expressed his gratitude to outgoing Deputy Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman on Friday, also praising the first female deputy secretary of state for having
deepened U.S. relations with key allies including South Korea and Japan. (Byun Duk-kun,

Yonhap)
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e South Korea and Japan should exercise "patience and diplomatic skill" during talks about
details of a planned inspection visit by South Korean experts to Japan's crippled Fukushima
nuclear power plant, U.S. Ambassador Philip Goldberg said Friday. (Kim Hyun-soo, Yonhap)

e South Korea and Britain on Friday signed a letter of intent (LOI) to establish a bilateral
strategic development partnership, Seoul's foreign ministry said. (Yonhap)

e FHuropean Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and European Council President
Charles Michel will visit Seoul on May 22 after attending the Group of Seven (G-7) summit in
the Japanese city of Hiroshima, a spokeswoman for the European Commission, Dana Spinant,
told a regular press briefing. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Tessa Aguilar, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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Sunday, May 14, 2023

S. Korea-US-Japan to hold summit in Hiroshima without joint statement

In North Korea:
Rewards for quality information rise in defection li Koreans (Yonhap, 05/14,/2023)

In South Korea:
When it comes to hosting APEC, Jeju can't be beat says governor (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/14 /2023)

International:

S. Korea-US-Japan to hold summit in Hiroshima without joint statement (The Korea Herald,
05/14,/2023)

In North Korea:

e A record 64 North Korean defectors received financial rewards last year in exchange for
providing valuable information about their former homeland, data from the unification
ministry showed Sunday. (Yonhap)

In South Korea:

e What goes into hosting a major international conference? Certainly more than an airport and
convention center, said Jeju Gov. Oh Young-hun. (Lee Sung-eun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:
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e President Yoon Suk Yeol will hold a meeting with US President Joe Biden and Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida on the sidelines of the upcoming Group of Seven summit to be held
in Hiroshima, Japan, to discuss ways to cooperate on North Korea’s nuclear and missile
threats, according to the presidential office on Sunday. (Shin Ji-hye, The Korea Herald)

Monday, May 15, 2023

Activity at NK's satellite launch facility resumes; Russia sent over 1K tons of
wheat flour to NK

In North Korea:
Activity at North's satellite launch facility resumes (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/15/2023)

North Korea appears to start major training for next military parade: Imagery (NK Pro, 05/15/2023)
North Korean hackers stole $721 million in cryptocurrency from Japan - Nikkei (Reuters, 05/15,/2023)
N. Korea slams U.S. for being behind Japan's military ‘collusion’ with NATO (Yonhap, 05/15/2023)

In South Korea:

V' n radiation n North Korean defectors with contamination risks (The Korea
Times, 05/15/2023)
S. Korea's envoy calls N. Korea's move to win intl recognition with nuclear threats 'empty dream'
(Yonhap, 05/15,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
[ANALYSIS] What North Korea's recent silence means for South Korea, US (The Korea Times,
05/15,/2023)

International:
Kishida wan n 'new era of friendship' with Korea (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/15/2023)
Russia sent over 1K tons of wheat flour to North Korea, state agency says (NK News, 05/15/2023)

S. Korea, U.S. conduct joint analysis on possible Korean War remains (Yonhap, 05/15/2023)

US looks to expand missile defenses in Guam to counter North Korean advances (NK News,
05/15/2013)

In North Korea:
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e Activity at North Korea's Sohae satellite launching pad area in Tongchang-ri, North Pyongan
Province, has resumed after nearly a half-year hiatus, according to latest satellite imagery.
Materials on the launch pad have been removed and a new, taller tower crane has been
assembled next to the gantry tower within the past two weeks, according to recent
commercial satellite imagery released by Washington-based Pyongyang analysis website 38
North Sunday. It noted that the efforts are likely linked with North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un's "modernization goals to boost space launch capabilities" as was announced in
March 2022 and in support of a new generation of larger satellite launch vehicles. (Sarah
Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e North Korean soldiers appear to be gathering at a key base in Pyongyang to begin
large-scale training for an upcoming military parade, according to NK Pro analysis of
satellite imagery. The apparent preparations come as leader Kim Jong Un earlier called for
holding major celebrations around the 70th anniversary of the end of the Korean War on July
27. Pyongyang previously held military parades on the 60th war anniversary in 2013 and the
40th in 1993. (Colin Zwirko, NK Pro)

e Hacker groups affiliated with North Korea have stolen $S721 million worth of cryptocurrency
assets from Japan since 2017, the Nikkei business daily reported on Monday, citing a study by
U.K. blockchain analysis provider Elliptic. The amount is equal to 30% of the total of such
losses globally, the Nikkei reported. (Satoshi Sugiyam, Reuters)

e North Korea said Monday the United States is behind Japan's move to seek military
"collusion"” with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), denouncing Washington for
aiming to build a military bloc in the Asia-Pacific region. In an article carried by the North's
Korean Central News Agency, Kim listed examples of Japan's military "collusion" with NATO,
such as Japan's plan to open a NATO liaison office in Tokyo for the first time in Asia. (Yonhap)

In South Korea:

e Seoul has started conducting voluntary radiation exposure tests on North Korean defectors
who hailed from areas adjacent to the regime's Punggye-ri nuclear test site, as concerns
grow over risks to their health as well as the possibility of food products smuggled in from
the North being contaminated. Speaking to The Korea Times Tuesday, an official at the
Ministry of Unification said it started radiation testing on 89 individuals who used to live
near the facility, in which all of North Korea's six nuclear weapons tests in the past were
carried out. (Jung Min-ho, The Korea Times)

e South Korea's top nuclear envoy denounced North Korea on Monday for harboring an
"empty dream" in using nuclear threats as the means to be recognized as a nuclear state
from the international community, Seoul's foreign ministry said. South Korea's top nuclear
negotiator, Kim Gunn, made the remarks Monday during a discussion session on nuclear
anxieties in the Indo-Pacific region, as he attended the Munich Leaders Meeting in Tokyo,
according to the ministry. Kim criticized the North for seeking to be recognized from the
international community with nuclear threats, and establishing relations with nations in the
region to "suit its taste," the ministry added. (Yonhap)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e North Korea seems to be caught in a dilemma on how to respond to a landmark nuclear deal
between the United States and South Korea signed recently, which could be a reason why
the reclusive regime has refrained from military provocations in the last few weeks,
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according to analysts. However, the experts viewed that the North is likely to break its
silence and stage a major show of force later this month, targeting the largest-ever joint
live-fire drills between Seoul and Washington slated for May 25 to June 15. (Lee Hyo-jin, The

Korea Times)

International:

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said he wants to "open a new era of friendship and
trust" with Korea in an exclusive interview with the JoongAng Ilbo ahead of the Group of 7
(G7) summit in Hiroshima, which Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol is expected to attend. In
response to a question about Japan's ability to strike back in the event of a conflict, Kishida
noted the importance of "strengthening the joint deterrence and responsive capabilities of
South Korea, the United States and Japan,' especially against the rising military threat from
North Korea. (Korea JoongAng Daily)

Russia sent over a thousand tons of wheat flour to North Korea in April, according to the
Russian government, the latest in a series of publicized grain shipments since earlier this
year. In a press release, Russia’s federal veterinary customs agency said on Friday that the
Siberian region of Kuzbass exported 1,280 tons of wheat flour to the DPRK out of a total of
19,918 tons of grain products sent to seven Asian and eastern European countries. (Ifang
Bremer, NK News)

South Korea and the United States began joint regular identification work Monday on
possible remains of American soldiers killed during the 1950-53 Korean War, Seoul's defense
ministry said. The two-day examinations on the remains suspected to be those of four U.S.
soldiers got under way between officials from the ministry's war remains excavation team
and the U.S. Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) at the team's office in southern
Seoul. (Yonhap)

The U.S. seeks to bolster missile defenses in the Pacific territory of Guam as part of
Washington’s “comprehensive missile defeat strategy” against North Korea, senior defense
officials have told Congress, amid concerns about the U.S. ability to counter advancing DPRK
capabilities. Addressing the Senate Armed Services Committee’s subcommittee on strategic
forces on Tuesday, Missile Defense Agency director Vice Adm. Jon Hill stated that the
Pentagon is improving the territory’s capabilities and capacity to defend against “diverse
missile threats” (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

Prepared by Valerie Xu, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

e-launch-facility-resumes-russia-sent-over-1k-tons-of-wheat-flour-to-nk
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Tuesday, May 16, 2023
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North Korea hides its war capabilities from the world; North still

executes, tortures people for religious activities

Top News:
North Korea hides its war capabilities from the world (The Washington Times, 05/11,/2023)

In North Korea:

Images suggest North preparing for military parade (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/16,/2023)
N. Korea's denial of religious freedom remains 'absolute’ in 2022: State Dept. (Yonhap, 05/16,/2023)

North still executes, tortures people for religious activities, report says (Korea JoongAng Daily,
05/16,/2023)

In South Korea:

Prosecution pushes for retrials for 100 fishermen imprisoned upon return from captivity in North
(Yonhap, 05/16 /2023)

S. Korea kicks off radiation tests on N. Korean defectors this week (Yonhap, 05/16 /2023)

7 in 10 S. Koreans support govt. efforts to raise awareness on NK human rights: poll (The Korea
Herald, 05/16,/2023)

International:
Canada's Trudeau to visit South Korea; focus on mmerals, securlty (Reuters 05/ 16,/2023)

fficials (Reuters,
05/16,/2023)
Korea, Canada hold inaugural high-level talks on security, economy (Yonhap, 05/16,/2023)
North Korean policy for reunification and future of the regime (The Korea Times, 05/16/2023)

UN committee questions China about forced deportation of North Korean women (NK News,
05/16,/2023)

US will hold to account any country violating UN sanctions on N. Korea: State Dept. (Yonhap,
05/16,/2023)

Zelenska asks Yoon rovide non-lethal military ai kraine (The Korea Times, 05/16,/2023)
Top News:

e War-gaming a theoretical clash with North Korea is no easy task. The regime has sealed
itself off from outside penetration so successfully that even the top uniformed U.S.
commanders acknowledge that they have major knowledge gaps about Pyongyang’s
capabilities, its battlefield doctrines and its soldiers’ willingness to fight. David Maxwell, a
senior fellow at the think tank Foundation for Defense of Democracies, said the North
Korean armed forces emphasize loyalty to Mr. Kim above all else, including traditional
command-and-control structures or empowering leaders at lower levels.“While we believe
this is a recipe for failure in any military, we just can’'t know for sure how the troops will
perform when North Korea launches an attack,” he said. “And we have to be careful of mirror
imaging or projecting our knowledge and beliefs on the enemy. I personally do believe that
the North Korean system is doomed to failure, but I am not willing to bet on it. And I agree
with the idea that we must prepare for the worst case.“We need to be cautious and properly
prepare our military. Arrogance kills;” Mr. Maxwell said. “I would rather assume a relatively
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capable [North Korean military] and be proved wrong rather than assuming an easy war that
could lead to catastrophic results.” (Ben Wolfgang, The Washington Times)

In North Korea:

Satellite images appear to show North Korea preparing to hold a military parade, according
to an analysis by Voice of America (VOA) released on Tuesday. (Korea JoongAng Daily)

North Korea continued to execute, torture and physically abuse its own people for their
religious activities in 2022, the U.S. State Department said in an annual report on
international religious freedom, citing an earlier report by a nongovernmental organization
(NGO) that said the country's denial of religious freedom remains "absolute." (Yonhap)

North Korea continued to execute and torture its people for engaging in religious activities
in 2022, the U.S. State Department said in an annual report on international religious
freedom. (Kim Jee-yun, Korea JoongAng Daily)

In South Korea:

The prosecution will pursue retrials for 100 fishermen who were wrongfully imprisoned after
their release from captivity in North Korea five decades ago, officials said Tuesday. (Yonhap)
South Korea kicked off radiation exposure tests this week on North Korean defectors who
hailed from areas near the North's Punggye-ri nuclear testing site, an official at Seoul's
unification ministry said Tuesday. (Yonhap)

Seven in 10 South Koreans support the Yoon Suk Yeol government’s efforts to shed light on
North Korea’s dire human rights situation, a poll showed. (Nam Kyung-don, The Korea

Herald)

International:

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau will arrive in South Korea on Tuesday for a summit
with President Yoon Suk Yeol as the two countries seek to boost cooperation on security and
critical minerals used in batteries. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

The G7 summit U.S. President Joe Biden attends in Japan this week will show leaders unified
behind a common approach to dealing with China based on shared values, even while
recognizing each country will manage its own relationship with Beijing, a senior U.S.
administration official said on Monday. (Reuters)

Korea and Canada held an inaugural high-level economic security dialogue Tuesday, with the
two nations expected to discuss ways to strengthen their partnership in key minerals and
other areas, Seoul's foreign ministry said. (Yonhap)

The reunification of North and South Korea is a longstanding issue that has been the subject
of international debate and negotiation. This essay will analyze North Korea's policy for
reunification and the potential implications for the future of the governments of both
countries. (Simon Hutagalung, The Korea Times)

Advocate says inquiry is sign of UN efforts to hold Beijing accountable for human rights
violations against defectors (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

The United States possesses various means to hold to account any country that violates
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions on North Korea, a state department
spokesperson said Monday, amid reports that trade between North Korea and China may
have returned to pre-pandemic levels. (Yonhap)
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e Ukraine's first lady Olena Zelenska asked President Yoon Suk Yeol to expand South Korea's
aid to the war-torn country during a meeting in Seoul, Tuesday, according to the
presidential office. (Nam Hyun-woo, The Korea Times)

Wednesday, May 17, 2023
Kim Jong Un approves launch plans for North Korea’s first military spy satellite,
Trudeau still has faith in North Korea diplomacy

In North Korea:
Kim Jong Un approves launch plans for North Koreas first military spy satellite (NK News,

05/17/2023)

N. Korean leader inspects military spy satellite facility: state media (Yonhap, 05/17/2023)

N. Korea's 1st military spy satellite launch likely be timed with key July anniversary (Yonhap,
05/17/2023)

North Korea shows Kim Jong Un examining a military spy satellite that may be launched soon (AP
News, 05/17/2023)

rth Korea's Kim Jong Un llite r for launch (UPI, 05/17/2023)

In South Korea:

Fishermen convicted of crimes after detainment in North Korea to receive retrial (NK News,
05/17/2023)

South Korea holds nationwide evacuation drills in case of North Korean attack (NK News,
05/17/2023)

International:

Canada's Trudeau calls for green partnership with Korea at National Assembly (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 05/17/2023)

G-7 Leaders Likely to Focus on Ukraine, Tensions in Asia at Summit in Hiroshima (VOA, 05/17,/2023)
North Korea and Russia, notorious for hacking, team up on cybersecurity proposal (NK News,

05/17/2023)
North Korean ‘provocations’ contribute to global instability, Canadian PM says (NK News,
05/17/2023)

Trudeau still has faith in North Korea diplomacy (The Korea Herald, 05/17/2023)

Washington Declaration' a huge but not last step in deterring N. Korean provocation (Yonhap,
05/17/2023)

In North Korea:
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North Korean leader Kim Jong Un visited the country’s space agency on Tuesday to review
preparations for a military reconnaissance satellite, framing the capability as necessary to
defend against U.S.-ROK forces and approving plans for a launch. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un inspected the country's first military reconnaissance
satellite and gave the green light for its next action plan, Pyongyang's state media said
Wednesday, adding that the satellite is "ready for loading" on a rocket. (Yi Wonju, Yonhap)
North Korea has announced the completion of preparations to mount its first military spy
satellite on a rocket, but some experts predicted the North may launch it around a key
anniversary in July to flex its military muscle with success. (Kim Soo-yeon, Yonhap)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un examined a finished military spy satellite, which his
country is expected to launch soon, during a visit to an aerospace facility where he
described space-based reconnaissance as crucial for countering the U.S. and South Korea.
(Kim Tong-Hyung, AP News)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un inspected the secretive regime's first completed military
reconnaissance satellite and "approved the future action plan" for its launch, state-run media
reported Wednesday. (Thomas Maresca, UPI)

In South Korea:

A hundred South Korean fishermen charged with illegally crossing the inter-Korean
maritime border and other crimes after being detained in North Korea will receive retrials,
prosecutors announced Tuesday, over 50 years after their original convictions. In a press
release, the Supreme Prosecutors Office stated that the fishermen may have been wrongly
accused of violating the National Security Act (NSA) due in part to strong anti-communist
sentiment, framing the retrials as a chance for the men to finally clear their names. (Ifang
Bremer, NK News)

South Korea held civilian air raid defense drills across the country on Tuesday to practice
emergency measures in case of a North Korean attack, marking the first such drills in six
years, according to the presidential office. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

International:

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau stressed that his country is ready to work with
Korea on critical minerals and a green partnership, along with regional security and North
Korea issues, in an address to Korea's National Assembly Wednesday. (Sarah Kim, Korea
JoongAng Daily)

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida also hopes to highlight the risks of nuclear
proliferation during the G-7 meeting in Hiroshima, the site of the world's first atomic
bombing. The prospect of another nuclear attack has been crystalized by nearby North
Korea's nuclear program and spate of recent missile tests, and Russia's threats to use nuclear
weapons in its war in Ukraine. China, meanwhile, is rapidly expanding its nuclear arsenal.
(VOA)

North Korea has thrown its weight behind a Russian effort to shore up global cyber “stability
and security, Moscow announced Tuesday, forming an unlikely coalition of states better
known for instigating cyberattacks than stopping them. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau voiced concerns about rising instability on the
Korean Peninsula and around the world due to North Korea’s continued “military
provocations” on Wednesday, delivering an address to South Korea’s parliament. Trudeau’s
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speech came ahead of a summit meeting with President Yoon Suk-yeol in the afternoon,
where the two leaders reportedly discussed expanding security cooperation, sanctions
monitoring, and the DPRK’s human rights violations, among other issues. (Jeongmin Kim, NK
News)

Justin Trudeau, the prime minister of Canada, stressed Ottawa’s commitment to back Seoul’s
efforts to bring Pyongyang back to the table for peace discussions in an address to the South
Korean National Assembly on Wednesday. He said that Canada was also intent on
cooperating more closely with the South Korean government to improve the human rights
situation in North Korea. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

The recent agreement reached between South Korea and the United States on strengthening
U.S. extended deterrence is a significant step in dealing with North Korea's evolving nuclear
threat but possibly not the last step to be taken by the allies, U.S. experts said Tuesday. (Byun
Duk-Kun, Yonhap)

Prepared by Ava Jane Moorlach, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:

WED.d DIVE.Org /WeED

Thursday, May 18, 2023

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom recommends

designating North Korea as a “Country of Particular Concern”

Top News:

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) recommends re-designating
North Korea as a “Country of Particular Concern” (CPC) for religious freedom (VOA, 05/02/2023)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom.

In North Korea
Group of North Koreans crossed maritime border earlier this month (Yonhap, 05/18 /2023)

State media review: ‘Little Boy’ spooks North Korea ahead of warm weather season (NK News,
05/18 /2023)

Tw

rth Korean famili f I he NLL (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/18 /2023)

In South Korea

N. Koreans held after sea border crossing (The Korea Herald, 05/18 /2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship

South and North to face off in Paris Olympics women's football qualifiers (Korea JoongAng Daily,
05/18,/2023)
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International

Mongolia detains 4 North Koreans who illegally crossed into country from China (NK News,
05/18,/2023)

N. Korean human rights envoy nominee says human rights violations pose threat to intl security
(Yonhap, 05/18 /2023)

N. Korean premier meets new Chinese ambassador (Yonhap, 05/18/2023)
N. Korean satellite launch violates U.N. sanctions, will face consequences: State Dept. (Yonhap,

05/18,/2023)
White House says trilateral summit at G7 still possible (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/18 /2023)

Top News:

The U.S. International Religious Freedom Commission has recommended that North Korea
be designated as a Country of Particular Concern (CPC) for its severe violations of religious
freedom, specifically highlighting the perpetration of crimes against humanity targeting
religious individuals in North Korean detention facilities. An independent U.S. agency under
the government, the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), has
recommended to the Department of State that North Korea be once again designated as a
CPC in its annual report released on the Ist. The report stated that North Korea classifies its
residents based on their loyalty to the state, and religious believers are categorized as hostile
elements, subjecting them to discrimination, punishment, isolation, and even execution.
Citing the 2022 reports of the International Bar Association and the Committee for Human
Rights in North Korea (HRNK), the report highlighted that human rights abuses, including
violations of religious freedom, in North Korean detention facilities amount to crimes against
humanity. (Jo Eun-Jung, VOA)

*This article has been translated from Korean. Please see the full English text at the bottom.

In North Korea:

A group of North Koreans crossed the de facto inter-Korean sea border aboard a fishing boat
earlier this month and are currently undergoing questioning by South Korean authorities,
sources said Thursday. (Yonhap)

North Korea’s most “tense” challenge at the moment is the possibility of an El Nino weather
front hitting the country, state media warned this week, explaining that extreme weather
could ruin agriculture this year and that farmers must take preemptive measures.
(Seung-Yeon Chung, NK News)

Two North Korean families that included children entered the South by sailing across the de
facto inter-Korean maritime boundary in the Yellow Sea earlier this month, South Korean
military authorities revealed Thursday. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

In South Korea:

South Korean authorities have detained a group of North Koreans that crossed the maritime
border in the West Sea on a fishing boat two weeks ago for questioning, a senior official in
Seoul said Thursday. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
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e South Korea will face North Korea in the second round of Asian qualifiers for the women’s
football tournaments at the 2024 Paris Olympics. (Jim Bulley, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

e Mongolia detained four North Koreans this month for illegally entering the country,
immigration authorities announced Wednesday, in a rare press release from a country that
usually helps defectors by allowing them to travel elsewhere once they cross the border.
(Ifang Bremer, NK News)

e North Korea's disregard for the basic rights of its own people directly affects international
security, the nominee for U.S. special envoy for North Korean human rights insisted
Wednesday. (Byun Duk-Kun, Yonhap)

e North Korean Premier Kim Tok-hun has met with China's new ambassador to Pyongyang,
the North's state media said Thursday. Kim met Ambassador Wang Yajun, who paid a
courtesy call, at the Mansudae Assembly Hall the previous day. (Yonhap)

e North Korea's anticipated launch of a claimed satellite would violate multiple international
sanctions that prohibit the use of any ballistic missile technology by the recalcitrant country,
a state department spokesperson said Wednesday. (Byun Duk-Kun, Yonhap)

e U.S. President Joe Biden is still trying to hold a trilateral summit with Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida during the Group of 7 (G7) Summit in
Hiroshima later this week, said a top White House official. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

[Translation] The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) Recommends
re-designating North Korea as a "Country of Particular Concern" (CPC) for Religious Freedom.

The U.S. International Religious Freedom Commission has recommended that North Korea be
designated as a Country of Particular Concern (CPC) for its severe violations of religious freedom,
specifically highlighting the perpetration of crimes against humanity targeting religious individuals
in North Korean detention facilities. Journalist Jo Eun-jung reports:

An independent U.S. agency under the government, the U.S. Commission on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF), has recommended to the Department of State that North Korea be once again
designated as a CPC in its annual report released on the 1st.

A Country of Particular Concern refers to a nation where the government seriously infringes upon
or persecutes religious freedom of its citizens. The USCIRF has recommended designating North
Korea as a CPC since 2001.

339


https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/05/18/sports/football/South-Korea-North-Korea-Paris-Olympics/20230518131436500.html
https://www.nknews.org/2023/05/mongolia-detains-4-north-koreans-who-illegally-crossed-into-country-from-china/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230518000300325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230518001000325?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230518000200325?section=nk/nk
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/05/18/national/diplomacy/Korea-United-States-Japan/20230518165359877.html

In this report, the commission identified a total of 17 countries, including Afghanistan, Myanmar,
China, Cuba, Eritrea, India, Iran, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Vietnam, as countries for potential CPC designation.

In a virtual conference held after the publication of the report, USCIRF Chair Nury Turkel stated,
"CPCs are countries whose government engages or tolerates systematic, ongoing, and egregious
violations of religious faith."

The report pointed out that in 2022, the religious freedom situation in North Korea remained one of
the worst in the world. The governance ideology of North Korea, known as Kim Il-sungism and Kim
Jong-ilism, prohibits competing ideologies, including religion, and considers religion as an
"existential threat.

Furthermore, the report stated that North Korea classifies its residents based on their loyalty to the
state, and religious believers are categorized as hostile elements, subjecting them to discrimination,
punishment, isolation, and even execution.

Citing the 2022 reports of the International Bar Association and the Committee for Human Rights in
North Korea (HRNK), the report highlighted that human rights abuses, including violations of
religious freedom, in North Korean detention facilities amount to crimes against humanity.

The report stated that "Protestant Christians are particularly vulnerable to persecution" and
revealed that many Christians are imprisoned in detention facilities.

North Korean authorities consider religious practices as "political crimes" and impose severe
punishments, including torture and execution, on religious prisoners. Based on testimonies from
individuals who escaped from Onsong Detention Center in Onsong County, Hamgyongbuk-do
Province, which is located in the North Korea-China border region, the report estimated that 50% to
60% of detainees are Christians or have had contact with Christianity. The report also pointed to the
"secret police organization” known as the State Security Department as the main perpetrator of
Christian persecution.

Additionally, the report revealed that North Korean laws prohibit indigenous beliefs and the Ministry
of State Security violates the human rights of those engaged in superstitious activities. The report
recommended that the U.S. government integrate security and human rights as "complementary
goals" in its broad North Korea policy and bilateral negotiations. It also advised imposing "targeted
sanctions" and "broad sanctions" on North Korea, including coordinated multilateral sanctions
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related to religious freedom abuses within the country. The report further suggested considering
the possibility of lifting specific sanctions if there are concrete improvements regarding religious
freedom.

Regarding these recommendations, USCIRF Vice-Chair Abraham Cooper explained, "Key
recommendations to the U.S. government may sound to you as counterintuitive, but actually the
kinds of moves that have made a difference in the former Soviet Union and in other situations in
dealing with authoritarian regimes." According to the International Religious Freedom Act enacted
by the U.S. in 1998, countries that systematically suppress or violate religious freedom are
designated as Countries of Particular Concern.

Countries designated as Countries of Particular Concern (CPC) are subject to sanctions in various
fields, including trade, in accordance with relevant laws. The U.S. Department of State has
designated North Korea as a CPC for religious freedom since 2001.

This is VOA News, reporting by Jo Eun-Jung.

Translated by Haeun Moon, HRNK Intern

Friday, May 19, 2023

North Koreans cite South Korean talk show as motive for escape; N. Korea
bristles at planned S. Korea-U.S. live-fire drills

In North Korea:

North Korea prepares to launch new spy satellite, state media reports (Radio Free Asia, 05/19,/2023)
North Korean student beaten to death for trying to steal gasoline (Radio Free Asia, 05/18/2023)

In South Korea:

ROK navy christens new Cheonan frigate 13 years after North Korean attack (NK News, 05/19/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
N.Korea defectors prompted to flee by strict COVID-19 controls -S.Korea spy agency (Reuters,
05/19,/2023)
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Korean famil i r rder amid tighten VID-1 ntrol: ncy (Yonhap,
05/19/2023)

North Koreans cite South Korean talk show as motive for escape (The Korea Herald, 05/19/2023)
North Koreans who fled south in boat ‘disillusioned’ by Kim Jong Un regime: NIS (NK News,

05,/19,/2023)

International:
Korea bristl lann Korea- live-fire drills (Yonhap, 05/19,/2023)
North Korea-China trade continues steady rise as DPRK exports hit five-year high (NK News,

05/19/2023)
WHO plans to send oxygen treatment units to North Korea to treat ‘severe’ COVID (NK News,

05,/19,/2023)

In North Korea:

North Korea is preparing to launch a spy satellite that it claims will bolster its defensive
capabilities, state media reported, boasting that its launch would be “ a clear stride forward”
in military science and technological development. (Jung Min Noh, Jaewoo Park, Radio Free
Asia)

North Korean soldiers beat a middle school student to death for trying to steal gasoline from
a military truck, apparently because he was hoping to sell the gasoline to pay for an arbitrary
school fee, residents in the country told Radio Free Asia. (Sung Hui Moon, Radio Free Asia)

In South Korea:

The South Korean Navy has announced the return of ROKS Cheonan, a corvette sunk by a
North Korean submarine torpedo in 2010, now reincarnated as a new, bigger frigate
patrolling the Yellow Sea under the same name. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Defectors who fled North Korea early this month decided to do so because of the country’s
strict COVID-19 controls, South Korea’s spy agency said on Friday. (Hyunsu Yim, Reuters)

A group of North Koreans who crossed the de facto inter-Korean sea border aboard a fishing
boat earlier this month fled the North to escape Pyongyang's rigid COVID-19 restrictions,
they were quoted as saying by Seoul's spy agency Friday. (Yonhap)

A popular South Korean talk show featuring North Korea escapees motivated a group of
North Koreans to flee their repressive home country earlier this month, they were quoted as
telling Seoul officials in a screening interview. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

Several North Koreans who defected by boat earlier this month decided to escape because
they were “disillusioned” with the regime and its strict COVID-19 regulations, Seoul’s
intelligence agency told NK News on Friday. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

International:
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e North Korea on Friday condemned South Korea and the United States for planning to kick
off their major joint live-fire drills next week, describing the drills as a "war exercise" against
Pyongyang. (Yonhap)

e North Korean exports to China reached their highest levels in over five years last month,
customs data shows, the latest sign that border controls may be rolling back after over three
years of pandemic-related restrictions. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e The World Health Organization (WHO) plans to send hundreds of oxygen treatment units to
North Korea, a sign that suggests severe COVID-19 cases may be rising in the country,
according to an expert. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Prepared by Myriam Aribaud, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
https: //web.archive.org /web /20240517150548 /https: //mailchi.mp /0f2d54a783fe /hrnk-news-items-north-koreans-cite-sou
th-korean-talk-show-as-motive-for-escape-n-korea-bristles-at-planned-s-korea-us-live-fire-drills

Saturday, May 20, 2023

Sohae Satellite Launching Station: Site Expansion and Modernization Efforts
Make Significant Strides

In North Korea:

h llite Launchin ion: Site Expansion and M rnization Efforts Make Significan
Strides (38 North, 05/19,/2023)

International:

China's exports to North Korea surge in April (Reuters, 05,/20,/2023)

In North Korea:

e The pace and extent of construction at North Korea’s Sohae Satellite Launching Station to
substantially increase its capabilities underscore the high priority assigned to this project by
Kim Jong Un (as outlined in March 2022). While the key components of the original launch
station have been undergoing modernization, the addition of a Horizontal Engine Test Stand
(HETS), the construction of a combined road tunnel and underground facility, a new
probable receipt and assembly facility, and most recently, a new coastal rocket launch pad
and probable observation site will allow for future testing of both liquid- and solid-fueled
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satellite launch vehicles (SLVs) with heavier payloads. (Peter Makowsky, Jack Liu, Olli
Heinonen, Samantha J. Pitz, 38 North)

International:

e China's exports to North Korea soared in April from a year earlier, with wigs and fertiliser
among major shipments, Chinese customs data showed on Saturday. (Reuters)

Sunday, May 21, 2023

South Korean, German leaders agree to cooperate on supply chains, North Korea

In North Korea:

In North Korea, ‘Judas’ is nickname for informer and betrayer (Radio Free Asia, 05,/21/2023)

Memorial Events Held to Mark Death of Marshal Hyon Chol Hae (North Korea Leadership Watch,
05/21/2023)

International:
Biden Meets Yoon, Kishida to Counter North Korea, China (VOA, 05/21/2023)

South Korean, German leaders agree to cooperate on supply chains, North Korea (AP News,
05/21/2023)

In North Korea:

e ‘Judas’ has become a scornful nickname for informers in North Korea. For example, when a
girl confided in her friend during the COVID-19 pandemic that she planned to escape North
Korea once the border with China reopened, she was brought before authorities and
punished. Residents began calling the friend who sold her out “a modern-day Judas,” a
woman from Kimjongsuk county, in the northern province of Ryanggang, told Radio Free
Asia on condition of anonymity for security reasons. “After this incident, whenever the
informant passes by, other people in the neighborhood turn their backs on him and curse
him as Judas,” the woman said. “Authorities who encourage the informants are called Judas
as well" (Hyemin Son, Radio Free Asia)

e DPRK elites marked the one-year anniversary of the death of KPA Marshal Hyon Chol Hae
(Hyo'n Ch'ol-hae) on 19 May (Friday). Kim Jong Un (Kim Cho'ng-un; KJU) and Minister of
National Defense Gen. Kang Sun Nam (Kang Sun-nam) went to Patriotic Martyrs’ Cemetery
to visit Hyon’s grave. In placing a flower at the grave he recalled “the sincere and resolute
appearance and praiseworthy life of the revolutionary soldier who remained boundlessly
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loyal to the cause of the Party with his genuine revolutionary traits and noble humanity and
devoted himself to the country, the revolution and people without any slight affectations and
selfishness” KJU and Gen. Kang “paid a silent tribute to the memory of Hyon Chol Hae, son
of the great DPRK and distinguished elder loyalist produced by the Chuche revolution”

(North Korea Leadership Watch)

International:

e In a sign of warming relations between America’s two closest allies in Asia, U.S. President Joe
Biden met Sunday with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol, in a trilateral meeting on the sidelines of the Group of Seven advanced
democracies’ summit in Hiroshima, Japan ... Topping the meeting’s agenda was the growing
nuclear and missile threat from North Korea and China’s rising assertiveness, two regional
threats that have aligned the three countries more closely. (Patsy Widakuswara, VOA)

e The leaders of South Korea and Germany on Sunday pledged more cooperation in building
stable industrial supply chains and addressing the challenges posed by nuclear-armed North
Korea as they met in Seoul after flying in from the Group of Seven meetings in Japan. (Kim
Tong-Hyung, AP News)

Prepared by Rachel Baek, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Monday, May 22, 2023

North Korea promotes Pyongyang tours to locals as it mulls border reopening

In North Korea:

N. Korea celebrates completion of building more new homes in Pyongyang (Yonhap, 05/22/2023)
rth Kor rom Pyongyan r local it mull rder r ning (The Korea Times,

05/22/2023)

Why Kim Jong Un is paying unprecedented tribute to a late military official (NK News, 05/22/2023)

In South Korea:

Bill preventing forced repatriation of defectors proposed (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/22/2023)
Ruling party threatens to restrict umbrella union rallies (The Korea Herald, 05/22/2023)
Soldier shot dead during drill (The Korea Herald, 05/22/2023)

Tesla scraps plan for plant in India, raising hopes in Korea (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/22 /2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
Unification minister urges N. Korean leader to return to dialogue (Yonhap, 05/22/2023)

International:
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In Hiroshima, G7 leaders reaffirm commitment to North Korea’s denuclearization (NK News,
05/22/2023)

Korea, EU strengthen green, digital and health partnerships (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/22 /2023)

North Korea exported record amount of fake hair to China in April, data shows (NK News,

05,/22,/2023)

In North Korea:

North Korea has held a ceremony to mark the completion of building another housing
district in Pyongyang as part of the country's project to construct 50,000 units of new
homes in the capital by 2025, state media reported Monday. (Yonhap)

North Korea is promoting one-day tours to Pyongyang to its own people as the reclusive
regime mulls whether to reopen its borders to tourists following a three-year closure due to
the coronavirus pandemic, a North Korean expert said, Sunday. (Lee Hae-rin, The Korea
Times)

North Korea held a large-scale commemorative event for late military official Hyon Chol Hae
on Friday. The spectacle presented in state media was nothing short of astounding. (Fyodor
Tertitskiy, NK News)

In South Korea:

The Yoon Suk Yeol administration proposed a legislative reform that would prevent the
forced repatriation of North Korean defectors that is currently under review by the National
Assembly. The reform includes a measure to require the South Korean government to ask if a
North Korean defector wants protection. (Chung Yeong-Gyo, Lee Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

The ruling People Power Party said Monday it may consider taking legislative action against
the country’s main umbrella labor union, with four of its leaders recently indicted for alleged
anti-government activities in collusion with North Korea. (Kim Arin, The Korea Herald)

A soldier in his 20s was shot dead during a regular shooting exercise at an Army base in
Yangju, Gyeonggi Province, the Army said Monday, calling the incident an accident. (Choi
Si-young, The Korea Herald)

Expectations of Korea attracting a Tesla "gigafactory" are rising after the electric vehicle (EV)
maker's initial plan to build a plant in India has been scrapped after a year-long incentive
conflict with the local government. (Sarah Chea, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

South Korea's unification minister called on North Korean leader Kim Jong-un to cease the
country's provocative acts and return to the dialogue table, stressing that Seoul has no
"hostile" intentions against Pyongyang. (Yonhap)

International:

North Korea will never be a nuclear power and international sanctions must be fully
implemented as long as its nuclear and ballistic missile programs exist, the world’s most
powerful democracies have pledged in a new statement on nuclear disarmament. (Arius Derr,
NK News)

346


https://www.nknews.org/2023/05/in-hiroshima-g7-leaders-reaffirm-commitment-to-north-koreas-denuclearization/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/05/22/national/diplomacy/Korea-European-Union-Yoon-Suk-Yeol/20230522195228780.html
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-exported-record-amount-of-fake-hair-to-china-in-april-data-shows/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230522000700325?section=nk/nk
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2023/05/103_351405.html
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2023/05/103_351405.html
https://www.nknews.org/2023/05/why-kim-jong-un-is-paying-unprecedented-tribute-to-a-late-military-official/
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/05/22/national/northKorea/North-Korea-Defectors-Unification-Ministry/20230522103633519.html
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/05/22/national/northKorea/North-Korea-Defectors-Unification-Ministry/20230522103633519.html
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230522000721&ACE_SEARCH=1
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20230522000701&ACE_SEARCH=1
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2023/05/22/business/industry/korea-tesla-gigafactory/20230522174407718.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230522007951325?section=nk/nk
https://www.nknews.org/2023/05/in-hiroshima-g7-leaders-reaffirm-commitment-to-north-koreas-denuclearization/

e The leaders of Korea and the European Union (EU) agreed to strengthen partnerships to
tackle challenges related to green transition, to better respond to global health crises and to
advance digital cooperation in a bilateral summit on Monday. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

e North Korea’s wig exports reached an all-time high in April, crushing quarterly records in a
single month, recently released trade data shows. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

Prepared by Dan McDowall, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter arChlved and available here

Tuesday, May 23, 2023

'If left divided, Korean Peninsula will never be at peace'

Top News:
'If left divided, Korean Peninsula will never be at peace' (The Korea Times, 05/23/2023)

S. Korea, U.S. hold consultations on N. Korean WMD, human rights (Yonhap, 05/22/2023)

In North Korea:

N. Korea could launch spy satellite 'in near future': nat'l security adviser (Yonhap, 05/23/2023)

North Korean hackers target defectors and journalists with new recon malware (NK News,
05/23/2023)

In South Korea:
leman sentenced for illegal money transfer rth (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/23 /2023)
Yoon Suk Yeol blasts 'illegal' rallies by labor unions (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05,/23/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
North Korean vessel issued warning to ROK cargo ship sailing in East Sea: Seoul (NK News,
05/23/2023)

International:

By linking radars, ROK and Japan reduce blind spots around North Korean missiles (NK News,
05/23/2023)

EU 1 rs join 1 in condemnin rth Korean nuclear and missil velopment (NK News,
05/23/2023)

Foreign minister calls for 'healthy, mature' ties with China (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/23/2023)

Pro-N. Korea newspaper slams S. Korea, U.S., Japan for seeking to conspire trilateral military alliance
(Yonhap, 05/23/2023)
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xpert calls for radical shift in str rid Pyongyang of nuclear arms (The Korea Times,
05/23/2023)
US issues fresh North Korea sanctions targeting cyber (Reuters, 05/23/2023)

Top News:

e While denuclearization and security issues are dominating the news about North Korea, the
vision for peaceful unification of the Korean Peninsula now appears out of date. Politicians
barely talk about it as a serious possibility and when they do, no one seems to listen. "It
sounds nice. However, that (coexistence idea) is based on the assumption that the North
wants to peacefully coexist. As long as North Korea has nuclear weapons and given what we
know, its constitution, party charter and history, they are going to seek domination of the
peninsula,' retired Col. David Maxwell, vice president of the Center for Asia Pacific Strategy,
a think tank, said during an interview. "So I think peaceful coexistence is really a fantasy ... [
understand why people say that should be pursued, but North Korea under the Kim family
will always be a threat and, as long as they exist, South Korea will never be at peace." (Jung
Min-ho, The Korea Times)

e Senior diplomats of South Korea and the United States held consultations on North Korea's
WMD development and the country's human rights conditions, Seoul's foreign ministry said
Monday. Chun also held separate meetings with David Maxwell, vice president of the Center
for Asia Pacific Strategy, and Greg Scarlatoiu, executive director of the Committee for
Human Rights in North Korea, in Washington. (Yonhap)

In North Korea:

e North Korea could launch its first military spy satellite "in the near future," National Security
Adviser Cho Tae-yong said Tuesday, as speculation has grown over the timing of the launch.
(Lee Haye-ah, Yonhap)

e North Korean hackers are using a new malware variant to attack human rights activists,
defector organizations and journalists, according to an NK Pro investigation with
cybersecurity researchers at SentinelLabs. (Nils Weisensee, NK News)

In South Korea:

e Ahn Bu-soo, the former chairman of the Asia-Pacific Exchange Association, was sentenced to
three years and six months in prison for violating the foreign exchange transaction act and
embezzlement. Ahn is the first figure to be convicted over the illegal wiring of money to
North Korea for the political purpose of getting Pyongyang to send an invitation to
Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung when he was Gyeonggi governor. (Lee Ho-Jeong,
Korea JoongAng Daily)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol lambasted a labor union's large-scale rally last week for disrupting
public order and violating people's rights in a Cabinet meeting on Tuesday. (Sarah Kim, Korea

JoongAng Daily)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
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e A North Korean vessel instructed a South Korean cargo ship sailing in the East Sea to move
farther into international waters earlier this month, Seoul has confirmed, the latest
encounter between the two Koreas near their contested maritime border. (Anton Sokolin,
NK News)

International:

e South Korea and Japan have pushed to repair ties since Yoon Suk-yeol took office, and those
efforts are beginning to show concrete results: The two sides will link their radar systems via
the U.S. to share real-time data on North Korean missiles, and they are also reportedly
working with Washington to establish a trilateral missile warning consultation group. (Ryo
Hinata-Yamaguchi, NK News)

e European Union and South Korean leaders denounced North Korea’s nuclear weapons
program and continued ballistic missile launches in a joint statement on Monday, with the
European Council president stressing that Pyongyang’s “back door” nuclear armament will
not be accepted. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e Foreign Minister Park Jin said Tuesday that Korea seeks a “healthy and mature” relationship
with China that is based on “mutual respect, suggesting that the two countries could still
find common ground despite deepening tensions between Seoul’s main ally Washington and
Beijing over various regional issues. (Michael Lee, Korea KoongAng Daily)

e A pro-North Korea newspaper in Japan on Tuesday condemned the latest summit of leaders
from South Korea, the United States and Japan as an attempt to plot a trilateral military
alliance, claiming the move is "maximizing" the risk of war on the Korean Peninsula. (Yonhap)

e This worrisome state of affairs points to a need for a fundamental shift in policy. According
to an expert who has been working in nuclear deterrence and nuclear arms control for the
past 26 years, the first necessary step for that shift is to recognize that any negotiations or
even successful treaties with North Korea will not lead to its denuclearization. (Jung Min-ho,
The Korea Times)

e The United States on Tuesday issued new North Korea-related sanctions against four
organizations and one individual involved in hiding funds and malicious cyber activites, the
Treasury Department said. (Doina Chiacu, Paul Grant, Reuters)

Prepared by Abbigail Thacker, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

'North Korean Hackers: Weapons and Victims of the North Korean Regime'

Top News:
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North Korean Hackers: Weapons and Victims of the North Korean Regime (HRNK YPWP,
05/23/2023)

The Threat of China is Making Friends of Traditional Foes (Newsweek, 05/19,/2023)

U.S. Special Envoy for North Korean Human Rights Nominee Turner "We will hold the North Korean

l

rshi ntable for human rights violations" (News Rebeat, 05/18 /2023)

In North Korea:
A Flurry of Aircraft Maintenance Activity at Pyongyang Airport (38 North, 05/23/2023)

M

rn slavery m mmon in North Korea, Eritrea, repor (Al Jazeera, 05/24,/2023)

In South Korea:

South Korea cancels third launch of homegrown rocket due to technical problems (Reuters,
05/24,/2023)

S. Korea monitoring N. Korea's possible participation in Asian Games: ministry (Yonhap, 05/24 /2023)

Korea eyes clampdown on protests by criminal offenders (The Korea Herald, 05/24/2023)
Korea to host anti-proliferation maritime exercise next week (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/24/2023)

International:

Nuclear envoys of S. Korea, U.S. hold meetings over N.K. spy satellite. provocations (Yonhap,
05/24,/2023)

Top News:

North Korean hackers have gained an infamous reputation over the last few years, especially
with the number of hacking attacks that have specifically targeted cryptocurrency. While
most observers only view North Korean hackers as weapons of a totalitarian state, these
hackers are also victims of the North Korean regime’s policy of human rights denial. (Joseph
Choi, HRNK YPWP)

Japan and South Korea have agreed to link radar systems to share real-time data on North
Korea's missile launches. Senior representatives from the two countries and the United
States plan to finalize an agreement at the IISS Shangri-La Dialogue, Asia's premier security
conference. "The recent improvement in Republic of Korea-Japan relations is an important
step toward enhancing the national security and national prosperity of both nations and the
United States," David Maxwell of the Foundation for Defense of Democracies told Newsweek.
"In particular, the increasing military cooperation among the three countries in terms of
air-power integration, maritime activities, cyber coordination, and missile defense is
focusing them toward an integrated missile defense system and establishing the foundation
for a possible future trilateral alliance." (Gordon G. Chang, Newsweek)

Julie Turner, the U.S. special envoy for North Korean human rights nominee, announced on
the 17th (local time), “We will coordinate with the governments of each country to hold those
who perpetrated human rights violations in North Korea accountable” The U.S. special envoy
for North Korean human rights is an ambassador-level position that is involved in overall
North Korean human rights policy. However, it has been vacant for the last six years, with
the retirement of special envoy Robert King in 2017. (Mark Jones, News Rebeat)

In North Korea:
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e Increased commercial activity at Pyongyang's Sunan International Airport appears to
suggest that passenger air service will resume in the near future. (Martyn Williams, 38 North)

e North Korea, Eritrea and Mauritania have the highest prevalence of modern slavery in the
world, according to the 2023 Global Slavery Index, which notes a “worsening” situation
globally since its last survey five years earlier. (Al Jazeera)

In South Korea:

e South Korea cancelled the third flight of its homegrown space rocket on Wednesday because
of technical problems hours before a launch that was meant to mark a significant step in its
burgeoning space program. (Ju-min Park, Reuters)

e South Korea's unification ministry said Wednesday it is closely monitoring the possibility of
North Korea taking part in the Hangzhou Asian Games and other sports events in the second
half amid abating concerns over the COVID-19 pandemic. (Yonhap)

e The Yoon Suk Yeol administration and the ruling People Power Party are mulling steps to
restrict groups with a criminal background from staging protests, in an apparent aim at a
labor union at the center of a spiraling North Korea spying scandal. (Kim Arin, The Korea
Herald)

e Korea will host a high-level forum and multinational maritime exercise aimed at stopping
transfers of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) next week, the Foreign Ministry said

Wednesday. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

e South Korea's deputy nuclear envoy Lee Joon-il met his U.S. counterpart to discuss ways to
counter North Korea's evolving military threats, including the North's plan to launch a
military spy satellite, the foreign ministry said Wednesday. (Yonhap)

Prepared by Nate Bent, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Thursday, May 25, 2023

'Fever' cases spread in North Korea, but hard to say if it's COVID

Top News:
‘Fever' cases spread in North Korea, but hard to say if it's COVID (Radio Free Asia, 05/24 /2023)

In North Korea:
NK constructing satellite launch pad with 'new urgency': report (Reuters, 05/25,/2023)

In South Korea:
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h Kor: homegrown rock llites into orbit (Reuters, 05/25/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:
State _media review: North Korea provides a front-row seat to anti-Yoon protests (NK News,
05/25/2023)

International:

N. Korea vows to expand relations with African nations (Yonhap, 05/25,/2023)

Pyongyan noun haring of Korea's missil mon Kor n (Yonhap,
05/25,/2023)

Pyongyang slams EU for 'inciting hostility' on Korean Peninsula (Yonhap, 05/25/2023)

Senate Committee Hearing on North Korean Human Rights Envoy Julie Turner: Confirmation
Appears Imminent (Korea Economic Institute, 05,/24,/2023)

South Korea, U.S. conduct large-scale artillery exercise (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/25/2023)

South Korean ammunition heading to Ukraine via U.S. (Reuters, 05/24,/2023)

Why the North Korea-China trade increase could be an illusion (North Korean Economy Watch,
05/24,/2023)

Top News:

e A recent resurgence of COVID-19 in China could easily spread to North Korea, said Greg
Scarlatoiu, executive director at the Washington-based Committee for Human Rights in
North Korea. “Most of North Korea’s border is with China,” said Scarlotoiu. “Exchanges are at
a level lower than before COVID, but the danger of contamination is there and is a possibility,
a probability that Covid may resurge in North Korea as well” (Jieun Kim, Jamin Anderson,

Radio Free Asia)

In North Korea:

e Construction at North Korea's satellite launching station has hit a "new level of urgency,'
most likely in preparation for a launch, a U.S.-based think tank said in a report citing
commercial satellite imagery. (Josh Smith, Reuters)

In South Korea:

e South Korea's domestically made space rocket delivered a commercial grade satellite into
orbit for the first time on Thursday, the country's science minister said, a breakthrough in its
ambitions to compete in a space race with its Asian neighbors. (Hyonhee Shin, Soo-Hyang
Choi, Reuters)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e North Korea’s most important propaganda mouthpiece continued to prominently report on
public protests in South Korea against President Yoon Suk-yeol this week, as state media
seeks to paint the ROK leader as a leader who has lost the people’s support. (Seung-Yeon
Chung, NK News)
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International:

e North Korea on Thursday highlighted its past relations with African nations and vowed to
expand their relations of "friendship and cooperation." (Yonhap)

e North Korea on Thursday criticized a recent agreement by the leaders of South Korea, the
United States and Japan to share real-time data on the North's missile launches, saying it will
only expose them to a "security crisis." (Yonhap)

e North Korea on Thursday denounced the European Union (EU) for "inciting confrontation
and hostility" on the Korean Peninsula, in response to a recent South Korea-EU summit,
during which the leaders condemned Pyongyang's nuclear and missile provocations.
(Yonhap)

e On May 17, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee held a confirmation hearing for five
individuals nominated by President Joe Biden to be ambassadorial representatives of the
United States. One of the nominees whose confirmation was under consideration was Julie
Turner who was nominated by the President on January 23 of this year to be the U.S. Special
Envoy for North Korean Human Rights. Her confirmation appears imminent. (Robert King,
Korea Economic Institute)

e South Korean and U.S. armed forces conducted their largest joint live-fire artillery exercise
in six years in Pocheon, Gyeonggi, on Thursday in what the Defense Ministry characterized
as an exercise in deterrence against North Korean aggression. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng
Daily)

e Hundreds of thousands of South Korean artillery rounds are on their way to Ukraine via the
United States, after Seoul's initial resistance toward arming Ukraine. (Hyonhee Shin, Reuters)

e Although trade has been growing in recently between China and North Korea, it is still far
from the pre-COVID normal. (Benjamin Katzeff Silberstein, North Korean Economic Watch)

Prepared by Nate Bent, HRNK Research Intern

Original newsletter archived and available here:
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ard-to-say-if-its-covid

Friday, May 26, 2023

U.S. has credible deterrence against N. Korea, seeks to institutionalize trilateral
cooperation with S. Korea, Japan: officials

In North Korea:

Kim's daughter seen in public may be his Ist child: head of state-run think tank (Yonhap,
05/26/2023)

‘Oppa_Ganbu Style: Why growth medications are popular among North Korean elites (NK News,
05/26,/2023)

North Korean hackers hit Microsoft servers with ‘reconnaissance’ malware: Report (NK News,
05/26/2023)
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In South Korea:
Unification ministry's NK report disclaimer creates controversy (The Korea Times, 05/26,/2023)

International:

U.S. has credible deterrence against N. Korea, seeks to institutionalize trilateral cooperation with S.
Korea, Japan: officials (Yonhap, 05/26,/2023)

North Korea slams US-ROK-Japan radar link plan as step toward nuclear ‘alliance’ (NK News,
05/26,/2023)

Russian _envoy to North Korea says diplomats preparing to leave, cites shortages (NK News,
05/26/2023)

US, South Korea Hold Biggest ‘Annihilation’ Drills (VOA, 05,/26,/2023)

In North Korea:

e The daughter of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un who has been seen in public may be his
first child and she may be one of the "candidates" who could inherit his power, the head of a
state-run think tank specialized in North Korea said Friday. (Yonhap)

e After an outbreak of COVID-19 last spring, North Korean state media reported that
pharmacies struggled to provide medicine for treating infections, an issue that was
apparently serious enough to require Kim Jong Un to intervene directly. (Jeongmin Kim, Yeji
Chung, NK News)

e North Korean hackers targeted vulnerable Microsoft web infrastructure with malicious
software using a similar technique attackers used to gain access to cryptocurrency firms, a
South Korean security firm says in a new report (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

In South Korea:

e The Ministry of Unification's report on North Korean human rights is stirring controversy, as
its English version included a disclaimer noting the ministry does not guarantee the
government-published report's accuracy, triggering doubts over its credibility. (Nam

Hyun-woo, The Korea Times)

International:

e The United States maintains ready and capable deterrence against North Korea's evolving
threats together with its key allies South Korea and Japan, ranking U.S. officials said
Thursday (Byun Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e The U.S., South Korea and Japan are creating a nuclear "alliance" aimed at North Korea, state
media claimed Thursday, calling an agreement between the three to share radar information
another step toward an "Asian version of NATO." (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e Another group of Russian diplomats are preparing to leave the country and there is no
information about when the border will reopen for diplomatic staff rotations, Russian
Ambassador to North Korea Alexander Matsegora told Novosti. (Chad O'Carroll, NK News)

e The United States and South Korea are kicking off three weeks of massive military drills. The
move is part of a show of force against North Korea, which has accelerated its own missile
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launches. More from VOA's Bill Gallo, who reports from Pocheon, South Korea, near the
demilitarized zone. (William Gallo, VOA)

Prepared by Narae Kim, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here

Saturday, May 27, 2023

Dead body of suspected N. Korean found on western island coast

In North Korea:
1in 6 N. Korean children under 5 suffer from stunted growth (Yonhap, 05/27,/2023)

International:
Dead body of suspected N. Korean found on western island coast (Yonhap, 05/27/2023)
military discl recent joint intel training with S. Korea for readin min N.K. thr

(Yonhap, 05/27/2023)

In North Korea:

e Around one in six North Korean children under the age of 5 suffer from stunted growth due
to malnutrition, an international report showed Saturday. (Yonhap)

International:

e Military officials discovered the dead body of a suspected North Korean man in a coastal
area of a western island last week, intelligence officials said Saturday. (Yonhap)

e The U.S. military has revealed it conducted combined intelligence training with South Korea
in a southern city last week to enhance readiness, as the allies are striving to sharpen
deterrence against persistent North Korean threats. (Yonhap)

Sunday, May 28, 2023
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North Korea arrests 5 Christians during underground church service

In North Korea:
North Korea arrests 5 Christians during underground church service (RFA, 05/28 /2023)

In North Korea:

e Just as they had every Sunday at 5 a.m., the five Christians gathered at the farmhouse for
prayer and Bible study. But this time the police were waiting for them. (Son Hyemin, RFA)

Prepared by Bryan Clark, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Monday, May 29, 2023

North Korea prepares to launch a satellite within the next two weeks

In North Korea:

285K North Korean children suffer stunted growth due to malnutrition (NK News, 05/29/2023)
Kor hold plenary meeting of ruling party in early June (Yonhap, 05/29,/2023)

New report details North Korea’s tactics to illegally sell firearms abroad (NK News, 05/29/2023)

One in five North Korean children suffer from malnutrition (The Korea Times, 05/29,/2023)

In South Korea:

Inside South Korea's race to become one of the world’s biggest arms dealers (Reuters, 05/29,/2023)

Teachers lose control of classrooms as students, parents weaponize abuse laws (Korea JoongAng
Daily, 05/29,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Korea slams N. Korea's plann llite launch, warns of con nces (Yonhap, 05/29/2023)
S. Korea voices 'deep regrets' over N. Korea's election to WHO executive board (Yonhap,
05/29,/2023)

South warns North against conducting satellite launch (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/29,/2023)

International:
Chinese battery makers threaten Korean lead in EU (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/29/2023)
Kor n to high-level talks with n if Tokyo unshackl (Yonhap, 05/29,/2023)

Japanese warship arrives in S. Korea for multinational WMD-interception naval drill (Yonhap,
05/29,/2023)
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n threaten roy an rth Korean missile that enters i rritory (CNN, 05/29,/2023)
N. Korea notifies Japan of plan to launch satellite between May 31-June 11 (Yonhap, 05/29,/2023)

In North Korea:

Hundreds of thousands of North Korean children are too short for their age because they
don’t have enough food to eat, the U.N. has assessed in a new report. (Ifang Bremer, NK
News

North Korea has decided to convene a plenary meeting of the ruling Korean Workers' Party
in early June to discuss economic projects implemented in the first half and other policy
issues, state media reported Monday. (Yonhap)

A Swiss nongovernmental organization has published a new guide on how to recognize
North Korean firearms, an effort aimed at helping sanctions monitors identify illegal arms
shipments. (Anton Sokolin, NK News)

Nearly one out of five North Korean children under the age of five suffer from malnutrition,
according to a recent international health study. (Jung Min-ho, The Korea Times)

In South Korea:

South Korea is using a $13.7 billion arms deal with Poland - Seoul's biggest ever - to lay the
groundwork for a military-industrial juggernaut that the two nations' defence companies
hope will feed Europe's hunger for weapons far into the future. (Joyce Lee, Josh Smith,
Reuters)

A teacher on trial for scolding rowdy students who were disrupting her class has been
acquitted. The Ulsan District Court on May 2lconcluded that the teacher did not commit
child abuse. (Lee Ho-jeong, Won Dong-wook, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

South Korea on Monday "strongly warned" against North Korea's plan to launch a satellite in
the coming weeks, vowing to make Pyongyang pay "due prices" if it goes ahead with the
launch. (Yonhap)

South Korea expressed "deep regrets and concerns” over North Korea's recent election as a
member of the World Health Organization (WHO)'s executive board, Seoul's foreign and
health ministries said Monday. (Yonhap)

The South Korean government sternly warned North Korea against launching a military
reconnaissance satellite. (Lee Ho-jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

International:

Korean battery makers are losing ground in Europe to Chinese competitors who are hot on
their heels as they aggressively expand their capacity in the world’s second-largest electric
vehicle (EV) market. (Sarah Chea, Korea JoongAng Daily)

North Korea's vice foreign minister said Pyongyang is willing to hold high-level talks with
Tokyo if Japan shows a change of stance on pending issues, such as the abduction of
Japanese citizens by the North, the country's state media reported Monday. (Yonhap)
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e A Japanese warship arrived in South Korea on Monday to participate in a multinational naval
drill this week aimed at preventing the trafficking of weapons of mass destruction (WMD),
according to officials. (Yonhap)

e Japan’s Defense Ministry warned on Monday it would destroy any North Korean missile that
enters its territory after Pyongyang notified the country of plans to launch a satellite
between May 31 and June 11. (Emiko Jozuka, CNN)

e North Korea has notified Japan of its plan to launch a satellite between May 31 and June 11, a
Japanese media report said Monday, as the secretive regime is preparing to put its first
military spy satellite into orbit. (Yonhap)

Tuesday, May 30, 2023

#NorthKorea: "Judas" Greg Scarlatoiu, director of The Committee for Human
Rights in North Korea

Top News:

#NorthKorea: "Judas" Greg Scarlatoiu, director of The Committee for Human Rights in North Korea:.
@GordonGChang, Gatestone, Newsweek, The Hill (The John Batchelor Show, 05/25/2023)

In North Korea:

N. Korean satellite launch would violate U.N. sanctions: State Dept. (Yonhap, 05/30,/2023)

N. Korea plans satellite launch as S. Korea aims for deterrence (The Korea Herald, 05/30,/2023)
N. Korea says it will launch spy satellite in June (Yonhap, 05,/30/2023)

North Korea informs IMO of satellite launch between May 31 and June 11 (Reuters, 05/30,/2023)
North Korea says it will launch first military spy satellite in June (NK News, 05/30,/2023)

North Korea to launch satellite ‘to spy on US military’ (The Telegraph, 05/30,/2023)

North Korea to launch first military spy satellite in June (Reuters, 05/30,/2023)

North says satellite launch coming within two weeks (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/30,/2023)

Presumed North Korean man carrying drugs found dead near border, Seoul says (NK News,
05/30,/2023)
Pyongyang may have delayed spy satellite launch due to technical issues (The Korea Times,
05/30,/2023)

he im (AP News,
05/30,/2023)

In South Korea:
NEC to conduct comprehensive investigation into alleged nepotism (Korea JoongAng Daily,
05/30,/2023)
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Yoon Suk-veol calls on nonproliferation gr kl rth Korean nuke threat (NK News,
05/30,/2023)
Yoon urges closer cooperation to block North's illegal funding (Korea JoongAng Daily, 05/30,/2023)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

Seoul voices ‘deep regret’ over North Korea's election to WHO executive board (NK News,
05/30,/2023)

International:

Japan warns it will destroy any North Korean missile that enters its territory after Pyongyang signals
satellite launch imminent (CNN, 05/30,/2023)

Top News:

e HRNK Executive Director Greg Scarlatoiu discusses reports that the word "Judas" is being
used in North Korea, as well as recent developments on the Korean Peninsula. (The John

Batchelor Show, 05,/24,/2023)

In North Korea:

e Any satellite launch by North Korea would violate United Nations Security Council
resolutions that prohibit long-range missile tests by Pyongyang, a state department
spokesperson said Monday in a prebuttal of the North's planned satellite launch. (Byun
Duk-kun, Yonhap)

e North Korea said Tuesday its military would launch its first-ever reconnaissance satellite in
June to monitor in real time "hostile military activities" led by the US, amid a doubling down
on joint military drills by South Korea and the US. (Choi Si-young, The Korea Herald)

e North Korea plans to launch its first military spy satellite in June, and the planned launch is
aimed at monitoring U.S. military activity in real time, a ranking official in charge of military
affairs said Tuesday. (Yonhap)

e North Korea informed the International Maritime Organization (IMO) on Tuesday of a
satellite launch slated to take place between May 31 and June 11, the organization said.
(Reuters)

e A top North Korean military official has announced that the country will launch its first
military spy satellite in June, calling the asset necessary to monitor the “dangerous military
acts” of U.S. and South Korea. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)

e North Korea will launch its first military reconnaissance satellite in June to spy on the US
military, state media reported on Tuesday. (Nicola Smith, The Telegraph)

e North Korea will launch its first military reconnaissance satellite in June for monitoring U.S.
activities, state media KCNA reported on Tuesday, drawing criticism over its potential use of
banned missile technology. (Soo-Hyang Choi, Reuters)

e North Korea plans to launch its first military reconnaissance satellite within two weeks to
monitor “dangerous” military activity by the United States and South Korea, state media said
Tuesday. (Michael Lee, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e ROK authorities found a presumed North Korean man carrying drugs dead near the
inter-Korean border earlier this month, NK News has confirmed. (Jeongmin Kim, NK News)
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e Pyongyang said on Tuesday that it will launch its first military reconnaissance satellite in
two weeks to keep track of the U.S! "reckless" military activities. (Jung Min-ho, The Korea
Times)

e North Korea said Tuesday it would launch its first military spy satellite in June and described
space-based reconnaissance as crucial for monitoring U.S. “reckless” military exercises with
South Korea. (Kim Tong-Hyung, Jon Gambrell, AP News)

In South Korea:

e Rho Tae-ak, head of the National Election Commission (NEC), said the election oversight
agency will conduct a comprehensive investigation into the alleged preferential hiring of
children of high-ranking officials. (Lee Ho-Jeong, Korea JoongAng Daily)

e South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol called on a global nonproliferation body to
strengthen efforts to tackle North Korea's nuclear program on Tuesday, stating that
Pyongyang poses a growing security threat. (Shreyas Reddy, NK News)

e President Yoon Suk Yeol urged the international community to strengthen cooperation to
choke off illegal funding of North Korea's nuclear and missile programs in his remarks to the
Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) forum Tuesday. (Sarah Kim, Korea JoongAng Daily)

Inter-Korean Relationship:

e South Korea has expressed “deep regret” over North Korea’s election to serve on the
executive board of the World Health Organization (WHO), citing Pyongyang’s flouting of
global norms. (Ifang Bremer, NK News)

International:

e Japan’s Defense Ministry warned on Monday it would destroy any North Korean missile that
enters its territory after Pyongyang notified the country of plans to launch a “satellite”
between May 31 and June 11. (Emiko Jozuka, CNN)

Prepared by Yubin Jun, HRNK Research Intern

Orlgmal newsletter archived and available here:

Wednesday, May 31, 2023

HRNK Mourns the Passing of Claudia Rosett
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HRNK Mourns the Passing of Claudia Rosett

HRNK mourns the loss of Claudia Rosett, American author and
journalist. She passed away on Saturday, May 27 at the age of
67.

Claudia was the only print journalist to witness and report on
the Tiananmen Square Massacre in June 1989. In 2004 and
2005, her reporting for The Wall Street Journal exposed the
corruption behind the UN's Oil-for-Food program.

A great friend of HRNK and a staunch supporter of our
mission, Claudia was deeply passionate about bringing human
rights and freedom to the people of North Korea. In 1994,
writing for The Wall Street Journal, she broke the story of
North Korean loggers officially dispatched to labor camps in
the Russian Far East, reporting from the camps.

Claudia will be dearly missed, and her legacy never forgotten.

Greg Scarlatoiu
Executive Director, HRNK
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Claudia was the only print jou