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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
Sŏ nhwa-dong
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
P'yongyang
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
Location
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception
(CCD) procedures to mask
Sinŭiju-si,
P’yŏngbuk
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
CenterPoint
done so here. Coordinates
Location and Organization

40.061094 N, 124.410453 E

Camp No. 25 is under the control of the

Date of Report

3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee
for Human Rights in North
November
3, 2021
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullDate
of Imagery and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
res_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
Central Intelligence Agency
at»http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.
(Declassified):

May 8, 1968 (KH-4B),

Prisons
Bureau of
State
Security
October
17,the
1977
(KH-9)
Department (SSD), which is under the
» Copernicus Sentinel Data:
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Marchit is
17,under
2021the control of the
Specifically,
» DigitalGlobe:
April
30, 2002,
SSD's
North Hamgyong
Provincial
Bureau
and is located
approximately
October
12, 2009,
July 15,
7.5 km2015,
northwestof
the port
of2020,
Ch’ŏngNovember
23,
jin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
and April 24, 2021
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee

descriptions
of this facility’s
mission1matches that
Size
of Detention
Facility

of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
Overall:
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee
for Humanmeters
Rights in North
Korea, 2012,
129,330
square
(154,680
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGusquare
yards)
lag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,

534 meters
by 345
meters
It is not structured
as a village
but is(584
a fenced
like an ordinary prison camp
yardsfacility
by that
378looks
yards)

[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses
political prisoners only, while those who
Walled
Compound:
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon
completion
of their term
as terms are
62,170
square
meters
(74,350
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone withsquare
yards)
out their
families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
285 meters
by 224 meters (312
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
kyo-hwa-so
[No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
yardsSusong
by 245
yards)
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
Headquarters,
Administration,
these terms.” It was
also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Barracks,
and
Support
Areas:
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector
XXX [sic]
testified that
the father of his
67,160
square
meters
(80,330

square yards)
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located
on theby
south
of the(585
Sol535
meters
338bank
meters
gol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
yards
by 370 yards)
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.

Background
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that

The
of used
the United
Nations
the report
camp was
as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South
Korean
soldiers
at
Commission
of Inquiry
on
human
the end
the Democratic
Korean War.5 This,
howrights
inofthe
Peoever, remains to be verified as it may not
ple’s
Republic of Korea (UN COI)
be referring to the present day camp but
determined
that “crimes
against
rather to an activity
in this area.
The area
humanity
have
been
in which it is
located
has committed
been involved
agricultural
activities
since attoleast
ininNorth
Korea,
pursuant
pol-the
1950s.
Satellite
imagery
does
indicate
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that Camp No. 25 was established
level
of the State.” Many of these
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
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against
humanity
takethat
occupied
an irregular
shaped area
place
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detained
in
measured
approximately
meters by
315 meters
(631other
yards prison
by 344 yards)
and
political
and
camps—
encompassed
13.76
hectares
(164,568
persons
whom
the
Commission
determined are among the “priused to perform the duty of turning over
maryfriend
targets
of a systematic and
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
widespread
attack”
by
the the
North
arrested while
attempting
to cross
border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Korean
regime—including
murder,
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
enslavement,
torture,
25 kwan-li-so in
Chongjin. imprisonment,
rape, forced
and
Do Kyung-Ok
et al., Whiteabortions
Paper on Human
Rights
in North
Korea 2015
(Seoul: Korea
Institute for
other
sexual
violence,
persecution
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
onhttp://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
political grounds, and the enforced
disappearance of persons.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
forregime
South Korean
POWs (Prisoners
of
Thefacility
Kim
considers
prisWar).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
oners
in political and other prison
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National
Unification,
p. 122,
at
camps
to “pose
a 2015),
threat
toavailable
the pohttp://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
litical
system and leadership” of

square
yards) andPeople’s
was expanded
slightly
the
Democratic
Republic
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
ofapproximately
Korea (DPRK,
more commonly
700 meters by 315 meters
known
as
North
Korea).
(765 yards by 344 yards)
and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square

yards) on
(Figure
1, Figureconducted
2).6
Based
research
by
the
Committeesatellite
for Human
Rights
High-resolution
imagery
from
2003,(HRNK),
through September
inJanuary
North18,
Korea
the follow21, trends
2015, indicates
that the camp
has
ing
have defined
the human
expanded during this period and that its
rights
situation in North Korea
primary economic activities are centered
under
Kim Jong-un’s
control,(Figure 3
on agriculture
and light industry
through Figure 15).

» Ansmall
intensive
Several
villagescrackdown
and military on
attempts
to escape
fromarea
facilities
are located
in the general
around
the camp.
The camp is connected
North
Korea.
to »theAregional
electric power
grid
via
restructuring
of the
prison
overhead high voltage power transmiscamp system, with some
sion cables that run from the camp to
facilitiesapproximately
closer to the
border
the substation
1 kilometer
with
China
being
shut
down,
to the southeast. It is connected to
the
national
rail
network
via
the
station
at
while inland facilities have
Susŏng-dong,
800
meters
to
the
east
been expanded, and conof the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
struction of internal high-sefacility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
curity
compounds
within
the
People’s Air Force’s
Sŭngam-ni
Air Base,
prisons.
located
18 kilometers south-southwest.
This
is a training
base, and
based
» The
sustained,
if not
in-on
its mission,
organization,
andimporlocation,
creased,
economic
almost certainly provides no support to
tance of the political prison
Camp No. 25.
camps.

6 HRNK
anticipates
that we will be able to
further
» The
disproportionate
represrefine the date of the camps establishment in
sion of women by North
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B
imagery dated
May 28, 1970
and KH-9
Korean
officials;
women
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis
also supportsfor
escapee
and other
sponsibility
the survival
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
of their families and thus
primary economic activity is focused on
represent
the majority
of
light industry
and agriculture.
Despite
those
arrested
for
perceived
extensive
satellite
imagery
coverage
of the wrongdoing
camp, AllSourceat
is the
presently
“jangunablemadang”
to confirm or
deny
escapee
markets or forand
“ilopen-source reports that the camp has a
legally”
crossing
the
border.
prisoner population of 5,000 people.

» An aggressive purge of

As with the analytical caution presented
senior officials, aimed to
in previous reports (such as North
consolidate
theCamp
leader’s
Korea: Imagery Analysis
16 and
grip on
power.
North Korea:
Imagery
Analysis of Camp
14 produced
by HRNK and
AllSource on
» An increased
restriction
Analysis),
it
is
important
to
information flow.reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
» Targeting of North Korean
those within the Korean People’s Army
escapees.
and the
internal security organizations,
» Increased
focus
on elimiclearly
understand the
importance
of
implementing
concealment,
nating camouflage,
reactionary
thoughts
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Analysis

Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Executive
Specifically, Summary
it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau
and isislocated
approximately
This
report
part of
a compre7.5
km
northwestof
the
port
of Ch’ŏnghensive long-term project
underjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
taken
by
HRNK
4 to use satellite
Hamgyŏng-bukto. More specifically, it is

imagery and former prisoner interviews
to shed
light
on the
human
4 It is interesting
to note that
although
escapee
descriptionsin
of this
facility’s
mission matches
that
suffering
North
Korea
by moniof other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics obtoring
at civil
andrepresentative
political
served activity
in satellite imagery
are more
of
the
nation’s
kyo-hwa-so,
or
long-term,
prison facilities throughout felony
the
penitentiaries
and prison camps. David Hawk, The
2
nation.
This
study
details
activity
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for
Human Rights
in North Korea,
observed
during
1968-1977
and2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGu2002-2021
at
a
prison
facility
lag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this
way,
commonly
identified
by former
prisoners
and researchers
as
It is not structured
as a village but is a
fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
“Kyo-hwa-so
No.
3,
T’osŏng-ni”
(
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
토성리
, 40.062976,
living
arrangements. The124.408946)
No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners
only, while those
and endeavors
to establish
a who

committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on thebaseline
south bank
of the Solpreliminary
report
of the
gol-ch’ŏn
(i.e.,
Solgol
stream)
across from
3
facility.
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.

For
this report HRNK analyzed
The date of establishment of Camp No.
1425high-resolution
declassified
is unclear. One report
indicates that
and
commercial
the camp
was usedpan-sharpened
as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South
Korean soldiers at
multispectral
and pan-chromatic
the end of
the Korean
War.5 This, howsatellite
images
of Kyo-hwa-so
ever, remains to be verified as it may not
No.
3, and its immediate environs
be referring to the present day camp but
focusing
upon
examination
of area
the
rather to an
activity
in this area. The
4
following
features,
in which it physical
is located has
been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s.
Satellite imagery
does indicate
» Security
perimeters
(interthat Camp No. 25 was established
nal
and
external),
entrance
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
andan
guard
positions
occupied
irregular
shaped area that
» Mainapproximately
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support
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Activity
in the immediate
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
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yards) and
environs
ofwas
theexpanded
facility slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
» Walled compounds
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encomBased
analysis
of these
passedupon
15.30 hectares
(181,987
square
yards) (Figure
1, Figure 2).6No. 3 is
features
Kyo-hwa-so

anHigh-resolution
operationalsatellite
prisonimagery
camp from
January 18, 2003,
through September
established
sometime
about
21, 2015,
indicates
that the camp
has
1968.
That
it is mature
and well
expanded during this period and that its
maintained
by North Korean
primary economic activities are centered
standards
is
indicated
by activity
on agriculture and
light industry
(Figure 3
and
general
through
Figuregood
15). maintenance
inSeveral
and immediately
surrounding
small villages and
military
the
camp.
facilities
are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional
electric
power grid
Satellite
imagery
coverage
ofvia
the
overhead high voltage power transmisfacility
and interviewee testimony
sion cables that run from the camp to
indicates
thatapproximately
the prison’s1 kilometer
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nomic
activity
is
a
combination
to the southeast. It is connected to the
rail network
via the station
at
ofnational
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production
using
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800
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to
the
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forced labor and likely some light

of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

Overview image of the Kyo-hwa-so No. 3, Tosong-ni Area.
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square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further

refine resolution
the date of the camps
establishment in
A close-up view of the first signs of development of Kyo-hwa-so No. 3 as seen from a 1.8-meter
KH-4B
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
reconnaissance satellite.
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
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(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

Copyright © 2021 by Central Intelligence Agency declassified KH-4B image
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located on the south bank of the Solsquare yards) and was expanded slightly
gol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
Ministry
Security,
foot and two road bridges connect
it. of Social
(765
yards by 344 yards) and encomPrisons
Bureau,
P’yŏngbuk
passed
15.30 hectares (181,987 square
The date of establishment of Camp No.
yards)
(Figure
1, Figure 2).6
(Simplified)
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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foot and two road bridges connect it.
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High-resolution satellite imagery from
jin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
January 18, 2003, through September
4
Hamgyŏng-bukto. More specifically, it is
the end of the Korean War.5 This, how21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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ever, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention

for South
Koreanof
POWs
(Prisoners of
Thefacility
precise
date
establishment
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
of Rights
Kyo-hwa-so
No. 3 is unknown.
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National a
Unification,
2015), p. 122,
available
However,
declassified
CIA
KH-at
4Bhttp://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
image dated May 8, 1968,
shows the presence of what is

square yards) and
was expanded
subsequently
assessed
to beslightly
the
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
prison’s
headquarters building
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
14
and
parade
(765 yards byground.
344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square

yards)
(Figure
1, Figure
2).6
Nine
years
later
a declassified
CIA
KH-9 image
dated
October
High-resolution
satellite
imagery
from17,
January
18, 2003,
September
1977,
showed
anthrough
operational
pris21,facility
2015, indicates
that the camp
has
on
that includes
a headexpanded during this period and that its
quarters,
barracks (which includes
primary economic activities are centered
a on
soccer
pitch/parade
ground),
agriculture and light industry
(Figure 3
support
facilities,
through Figure
15). and a walled
main
prison.
Taken and
as amilitary
whole,
Several
small villages
these
encompassed
approximatefacilities
are located in the
general area
thesquare
camp. The
camp is(140,950
connected
lyaround
117,850
meters
to the regional
via
square
yards)electric
with apower
totalgrid
of apoverhead high voltage power transmisproximately
50 structures of all
sion cables that run from the camp to
sizes.
Of
this,
the main prison
the substation approximately
1 kilometer
encompasses
to the southeast.approximately
It is connected to the
national
rail network
via the
station at
62,170
square
meters
(74,350
Susŏng-dong,
800
meters
to
the east
square yards. It was enclosed
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
within
a high security wall with
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
four
guard
one entrance,
People’s
Airtowers,
Force’s Sŭngam-ni
Air Base,
and
contains
approximately
32
located
18 kilometers
south-southwest.
This is a training
base, and
based large
on
structures
including
several
its mission,
organization,
and location,
light
industrial
and prisoner
housalmost certainly provides no support to
ing
and support (e.g., mess hall,
Camp No. 25.
clinic, etc.) buildings. Several of
6 HRNK
anticipates
we will be able
to further
the
larger
lightthat
industrial
buildings
refine the date of the camps establishment in
appeared
to be in the process of
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B
imagery while
dated May
28, 1970 and KH-9
being
razed,
workshops
and
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
smaller
industrial activities are
being built or rebuilt. Notable was

83

HR
NK
Figure 3

HR
NK

CH’OMA-BC
OA
N
M
G PR E
N
SOT.3R2I 5
CTED AREA
CAMP
NO.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

A close-up view of Kyo-hwa-so No. 3 from a .6 to 1.2-meter resolution KH-9 reconnaissance satellite
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

A view of Kyo-hwa-so No. 3 on April 30, 2002, showing the developments since 1977.
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square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

Kyo-hwa-so No. 3 showing recent developments.
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

A view of Kyo-hwa-so No. 3 on July 15, 2015, showing developments in the northern section.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

A close-up of Kyo-hwa-so No. 3 on November 23, 2020, showing only minor developments.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

Kyo-hwa-so No. 3 as seen on March 17, 2021.
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

Overview of the main prison and northeast support area.

COPYRIGHT©
©ALLSOURCE
ANALYSIS,
INC. 2016 for Human Rights in North Korea
Copyright
2021 by the
Committee

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further

date of
the camps establishment
in
A close-up of the east side of the Kyo-hwa-so No. 3 showing the support area, portions of refine
thethe
light
industry
and
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
workshop area, and entrances.
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
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(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further

refine the date
of theindustry
camps establishment in
A close-up of the west side of the Kyo-hwa-so No. 3 showing the greenhouses, livestock facility,
light
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
and workshop area, and prisoner housing and support buildings.
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further

refine the date
of the camps establishment in
A close-up of the south side of the Kyo-hwa-so No. 3 showing the headquarters, administration,
and
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
barracks area.
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

Detailed close-up view of the three groups of prisoners in formations of different sizes outside the main prison entrance and in the nearby support area. Also visible nearby are piles (likely in trailers or carts) of what appear to be
grain and two open-bed trucks. Located nearby are what appears to be a line of security guards on the nearby road
to the administration and barracks area.
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although Korea
the escapee
in previous reports (such as North
15
descriptions of16this facility’s mission matches that
to
North
Koreans
in
need.
supported.
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced
andKorea
AllSource
HRNK
callsbyonHRNK
North
to
Analysis),
it
is
important
to
reiterate
abide by the United Nations
that North Korean officials, especially
Standard
Minimum Rules for the
those within the Korean People’s Army
Treatment
of Prisoners
(the Nelson
and the internal
security organizations,
Mandela
Rules) and
the United
clearly understand
the importance
of
implementing
camouflage,
concealment,
Nations
Rules
for the Treatment
of
and deception
(CCD) and
procedures
to mask
Female
Prisoners
Non-custotheir operations and intentions.3 It would
dial
Measures for Women Offendbe reasonable to assume that they have
ers
(the
Bangkok Rules).
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,

It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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All measurements are approximate.
Previous reports in the project can be found at https://www.hrnk.org/publications/hrnk-publications.php.
Some interviewees and researchers have occasionally identified the facility as the “Sinŭiju Concentration Camp,” “Baekdo-ri Kyo-hwa-so (백토리 교화소),” or “Sinŭiju Kyohwa-so.” Following historical DPRK practices this facility likely has multiple designations. Interview of former Sinuiju Resident by HRNK, Washington, D.C., September 23,
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