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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
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implementing camouflage, concealment,
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3
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their operations and intentions.
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done so here.
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Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 isCoordinates
under the control of the
CenterPoint

39.646810, 126.117058
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The
Date
of Committee
Report for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
December
22, 2021
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Date
of(Washington,
ImageryD.C.:
Used
Update,
HRNK, 2014) available
at
http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
September 2, 2021, Copernicus
Update%20Good.pdf.

Sentinel Data

Prisons Bureau
the State
Security
November
20,of2020,
Maxar
Department (SSD), which is under the
DigitalGlobe,
NextView License
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD'sofNorth
Hamgyong Provincial
Size
Facility
Bureau
and
is
located approximately
153 square kilometers
(58.9
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngsquare
miles)
jin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
21.9
kilometers 4by
13.8
kilometers
Hamgyŏng-bukto.
More
specifically,
it is
(13.9 miles by 8.5 miles)
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

Overview of Kwan-li-so No. 14
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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As
with
the
caution
light industry analytical
and agriculture.
Despite
presented
in previous
extensive satellite
imageryHRNK
coverage
of the camp,
AllSource
is presently
reports
(such
as North
Korea’s
unable
to
confirm
or
deny
escapee
and
Chŭngsan No. 11 Detention Facility)
open-source reports that the camp has a
itprisoner
is important
to reiterate that
population of 5,000 people.
North Korean officials, especially
As with the analytical caution presented
those
within the Korean People’s
in previous reports (such as North
Army
and
theAnalysis
internalCamp
security
Korea: Imagery
16 and
organizations,
clearly
understand
North Korea: Imagery
Analysis
of Camp
14 produced
by HRNK
and AllSource
the
importance
of implementing
Analysis),
it
is
important
to reiterate
camouflage, concealment,
and
that North Korean officials, especially
deception
(CCD)
procedures
those within the Korean People’s Army
to
mask
their operations
and
and
the internal
security organizations,
5
intentions.
It would
not be of
clearly understand
the importance
implementing camouflage,
concealment,
unreasonable
to assume
that they
and deception
procedures
to mask
have
to some(CCD)
degree
done3 so
here.
their operations and intentions. It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
Location
done
so here. and Subordination
Location and Organization

Parts
No.
14 of the
Camp of
No.Kwan-li-so
25 is under the
control
(39.646810, 126.117058) are located
approximately
kilometers
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph19
S., Dinville,
Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imageryof
Analysis
of Camp 16,
(Washington,
southeast
Kaech’ŏn
and
61
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
kilometers
northeast of the capital
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullcity
of P’yŏngyang. It straddles the
res_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
counties
Pukch’ang-gun
(북창군
S. Imagery of
Analysis:
North Korea’s Camp
No. 15, )
Update,
(Washington, D.C.: HRNK,
2014)
and
Tukchang-gun
(둑창군
). available
and
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
the
three cities (-si) of Kaech’ŏn-si
Update%20Good.pdf.
(개천시), Tŏkch’ŏn-si (덕천시), and

Prisons Bureau
of the State
Security
Sunch’ŏn-si
(순천시
), all of
which
Department (SSD), which is under the
are
within Pyongannam-do
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
(평안남도,
Pyongan
Specifically,South
it is under
the control of the
Province).
Kwan-li-so
SSD's NorthThe
Hamgyong
Provincial
Bureau and is located
approximately
encompasses
an irregularly
7.5 km northwestof
the port of Ch’ŏngshaped
area of approximately
jin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
153
square kilometers (58.9
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
square miles) that stretches
approximately
21.9
by
4 It is interesting to note
thatkilometers
although the escapee
descriptions
of this facility’s
mission matches
13.8
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(13.9 miles
by 8.5that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics obmiles)
forested
of the
servedon
in satellite
imageryslopes
are more representative
of
the
nation’s
kyo-hwa-so,
or
long-term,
Changan Mountain Range felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
(장안산줄기
and contains
25 D.C.:
Hidden Gulag:) Second
Edition, Washington,
Committee
for numerous
Human Rights in unnamed
North Korea, 2012,
named
and
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGuvillages.
lag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,

Kwan-li-so
No. 14asis
reported
to
It is not structured
a village
but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
be subordinate
to
the
Prisons
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
Bureau
the Ministry
State
livingof
arrangements.
The No.of
25 [kwan-li-so]
6
houses(MSS).
political prisoners
only, while those
Security
Specifically,
it who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
would
theinmates
control
of
intobe
the under
facility. Some
are released
upon
completion
of
their
term
as
terms
the ministry’s Pyongannam-doare
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone withBureau.
However,
it cannot
be XXX
out their
families. …North
Korean defector
testified,
personnel are sent to
off to
ruled[sic]
out
that“Military
it is subordinate
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
the ministry’s
Kaech’ŏn-si
Bureau.
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susongitself
kyo-hwa-so
[No. 25to
kwan-li-so]
is for
The MSS
reports
the State
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
Affairs
by
theyCommission
can return to societychaired
once they complete
these terms.” 7It Since
was also 2018
testified Colonel
that the
Kim Jong-un.
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
General
Jong Gyong-taek has been
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other
officials. North
reported
tohigh-ranking
be the Minister
ofKorean
State
defector
8 XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solsquare yards) and was expanded slightly
		
Ministry of State Security,
Pyongannam-do
gol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
(Simplified)700 meters by 315 meters
the village of Susŏng-dong,Prisons
to which Bureau
one
approximately
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568

(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).

Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
arrested while attempting to cross the border
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
In December
2018, the U.S. Department
of isthe
Treasury
This
a training
base,included
and based on
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
its“Specially
mission, organization,
and location,
in North Korea
2015 (Seoul:
Korea
Institute for
Colonel
General
Jong
Gyong-taek
on its
Designated
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
almostand
certainly
provides
no
support to
Nationals
List
Update”
as
head
of
the
MSS
a
person
of
interest
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
Camp No. 25.
9

for illegal activities [including human rights violations]. Two years
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
later,
inforMay
the(Prisoners
U.S. updated
its6 designation
ofwe
the
HRNK anticipates that
will MSS
be able to further
facility
South 2020,
Korean POWs
of
refine theand
date of
the camps
establishment in
War).” DoBureau
Kyung-Ok et
al., White
Paper on as
Human
Prisons
(also
known
Farm Bureau
Farm
Guidance
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
Rights in North
Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
10
Bureau).
in2015),
March
Union
designated
KH-4B imagery
dated
May 28, 1970 and KH-9
for National Then
Unification,
p. 122,2021,
availablethe
at European
(mapping
camera)
imagery
dated January
27, 1976.
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
Colonel
General Jong as a person of interest
for
major
human
rights
violations stating,
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
“As Head of the Ministry
primary economic activity is focused on
Stateand
Security,
Jong
lightof
industry
agriculture.
Despite
Kyong-thaek
is responsible
extensive
satellite imagery
coverage
of the
AllSource
is presently
forcamp,
serious
human
rights
unable
to
confirm
or
deny
escapee
violations in the DPRK, inand
open-source reports that the camp has a
particular torture and other
prisoner population of 5,000 people.

cruel, inhuman or degrading

As with the analytical caution presented
treatment or punishment,
in previous reports (such as North
extrajudicial,
summary
Korea: Imagery Analysis
Camp 16 and
orKorea:
arbitrary
executions
North
Imagery
Analysis of Camp
14 produced
by HRNK
and AllSource
and killings,
enforced
Analysis),
it
is
important
to persons,
reiterate
disappearance of
that North Korean officials, especially
and arbitrary arrests or
those within the Korean People’s Army
as well
as
anddetentions,
the internal security
organizations,
widespread
forced
labour
clearly
understand the
importance
of
implementing
camouflage,
concealment,
and sexual
violence
against
andwomen.”
deception 11(CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
Organization
done
so here.
Location and Organization

What little publicly available
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
information and known North
Korean organizational patterns
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
indicate
is that
Kwan-li-so
No. 14
Mike. Imagery
Analysis
of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.:
The
Committee
for
Human
Rights
in
North
is likely to be organized along

Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Bureaustandard
of the Statepattern
Security
aPrisons
somewhat
Department (SSD), which is under the
similar,
but enlarged, to that seen
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
atSpecifically,
smaller Kwan-li-so
and kyoit is under the control
of the
hwa-so
(long-term
SSD's North
Hamgyongre-education
Provincial
Bureau and
is located
approximately
through
labor
camp).
Such
7.5
km
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the
port
of Ch’ŏngan organization would likely
jin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
consist
of a headquarters staff,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
communication section, finance
section,
political
guidance
4 It is interesting
to note that
although the escapee
descriptions
of thisand
facility’s
mission matches that
section,
legal
records,
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics obadministration
andarewelfare
served in satellite imagery
more representative
of
the
nation’s
kyo-hwa-so,
or long-term,
felony
section, liaison section
(Ministry
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
of Hidden
StateGulag:
Security,
Ministry
of D.C.:
Second Edition,
Washington,
Committee
for HumanKorean
Rights in North
Korea, 2012,
Social
Security,
People’s
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGuArmy,
Pyongannam-do and
lag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 thisKorea
way,
Kaech’ŏn-si
Workers’ Party
Committees,
etc.),
It is not structured
as atransportation
village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
section,
safety/medical section,
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
and a
security
section
(a[kwan-li-so]
guard
living
arrangements.
The No. 25
political
prisonerssome
only, whilelevel
those who
unit).houses
There
is likely
committed economic crimes are not allowed
of coordination
with
theareMinistry
into the facility. Some
inmates
released
upon
completion
of
their
term
as terms
of Light Industry, Ministry
of are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone withAgriculture,
Ministry
of Electric
out their families.
…North Korean
defector XXX
[sic]Industry,
testified, “Military
personnel are
off to
Power
Ministry
ofsent
Food
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
Procurement
&
Administration,
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located
the southof
bank
of the Soland
theon
Ministry
Mining
gol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
Industry.
What coordination there
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
isfoot
between
No. 14it.and
and two Kwan-li-so
road bridges connect
other
organizations
is
unknown,
The date of establishment of Camp No.
as
level
ofreport
cooperation
with
25is
is the
unclear.
One
indicates that
the
of the
the remnants
camp was used
as a adjacent
prisoner-of-war
camp housing
South
Kwan-li-so
No.
18. Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
Kwan-li-so
No. 14 is physically
be referring to the present day camp but
divided
into
threeinbroad
rather to an activity
this area. The area
geographic
areas has
by been
the involved
in which it is located
in
agricultural
activities
since
Kŭmgwang-ch’ŏn (금광천at, least the
1950s. Satellite
imagery does
Kumgwang
Stream)
and indicate
Kilsangthat Camp No. 25 was established
ch’ŏn
(
길상천, Kilsang Stream)
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
that
run generally
from north
occupied
an irregular shaped
area that
tomeasured
south. These
streams
are by
approximately
577 meters
315 meters (631
yardslarger
by 344Taedongyards) and
tributaries
of the
encompassed
hectares
(164,568
gang
(대동강, 13.76
Taedong
River)

which forms the southern
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
perimeter
of the facility. It also
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested
while
attempting toborder
cross the border
serves
as a
common
with
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
whatHamgyoung
remainsProvince.
of Kwan-li-so
No.
He ended up at the No.
18 to 25
the
south
after that camp’s
kwan-li-so
in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok
et al., White Paper on Human Rights
partial
deactivation.
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and
wasvillages,
expanded slightly
Functionally,
most
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
agricultural
and livestock activity,
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
mining,
and
industrial
(765 yards by light
344 yards)
and encomactivities
arehectares
located
alongsquare
these
passed 15.30
(181,987
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
waterways.
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January
18, 2003,
through
September
Little
current
detail
is known
21, 2015, indicates
that the camp
concerning
the forced
laborhas
expanded during this period and that its
activities
imposed upon the
primary economic activities are centered
prisoners
at Kwan-li-so
No.(Figure
14. 3
on agriculture
and light industry
What
weFigure
do know
through
15). from several
interviews
isvillages
that prisoners
Several small
and militaryare
routinely
treated
facilities are
located with
in the brutality
general area
around
the camp.
The camp
and
receive
limited
foodis connected
to the regional
electrictimes
power grid
via
rations.
At various
they
overhead high voltage power transmishave
reportedly been engaged
sion cables that run from the camp to
inthe
agricultural
and livestock
substation approximately
1 kilometer
production,
light
industry
to the southeast. It is
connected to the
national rail network
viaand
the station
production,
mining,
more.at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Kwan-li-so No.
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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on the south bank of the Sol14located
(Provisional)  

gol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.

The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

Kwan-li-so No. 14 Guard Positions and Entrances
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,

Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Area 1, Naenjongch’am

It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

Area 2, Main Camp Entrance and Guard Barracks
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

Copyright © 2021 by DigitalGlobe NextView License

143

HR
NK
Figure 6

HR
NK

CH’OMA-BC
OA
N
M
G PR NO.
E
N SOT14
. R2I 5
CTED AREA
CAMP

North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp No. 25 - Update 2

analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

Area 3, Yasach’am - Headquarters, Administration, Support, and Housing
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square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

Area 4, Yasach’am – Ministry of State Security Barracks and Training Area
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square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

Area 6, Guard Barracks

COPYRIGHT©
©ALLSOURCE
ANALYSIS,
INC. 2016 for Human Rights in North Korea
Copyright
2021 by the
Committee

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

Copyright © 2021 by DigitalGlobe NextView License

193

HR
NK
Figure 10

HR
NK

CH’OMA-BC
OA
N
M
G PR NO.
E
N SOT14
. R2I 5
CTED AREA
CAMP

North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp No. 25 - Update 2

analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Area 7, Kadŏk-kol

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,

Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Area 8, Sangmu-gol

It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

Area 9, Chamsang-ni, Kiyang-ma-eul, Sadun, and Yongsu-ma-eul
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square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,

Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Area 9, Hajunae-dong

It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

Area 11, Perimeter Fence Relocation
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons
of the State Security
AreaBureau
14, Abandoned
Mining
Department (SSD), which is under the
Facilities
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
Approximately
1 kilometer
north
SSD's North Hamgyong
Provincial
Bureau
and is located
approximately
of
the village
of Kilsang-ni,
in the
7.5
km
northwestof
the
port
of
Ch’ŏngisolated area of Paekt’ap-san
jin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
(Paekt’ap
Mountain, 39.683333,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is

126.093333), are what appears
to
two abandoned
mining
4 Itbe
is interesting
to note that although
the escapee
descriptions
of this facility’s
mission
matches that
facilities.
Three
guard
positions
lie
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics obto served
the north.
To
the
south,
there
in satellite imagery are more representative
of thesmall
nation’s kyo-hwa-so,
long-term, felony
is the
village oforKilsangpenitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
ni Hidden
(see Area
15). No
changes
Gulag: Second
Edition,
Washington, D.C.:
Committee
for Human
North on
Korea, 2012,
were
observed
inRights
this inarea
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGuimagery
since
2015.
However,
the
lag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No.area
25 thisand
way, surrounding
general
roads
to be
It isappear
not structured
as a maintained.
village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
It is probable
that
some
activity
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
continues
in the area,
such
as
living arrangements.
The No.
25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political
prisoners mining,
only, while those who
small-scale
artisanal
committed economic crimes are not allowed
logging,
orfacility.
unauthorized
activity
into the
Some inmates are
released at
upon completion of their term as terms are
the facilities.
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone with-

out their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
Area
15, Kilsang-ni
the Susong
kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
The small
village
Kilsang-ni
those serving
termsof
of 10
years or longer,is
but
they can
returnthe
to society
oncereaches
they complete
located
along
upper
these terms.” It was also testified that the
of the
consists
No.Kilsang-ch’ŏn.
25 kwan-li-so housedIt
senior
staff at the
Provincial Party, the eight
head of astructures,
local MPS office,
of approximately
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
which
may be barracks with a
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

livestock pen. It is likely that at

COPYRIGHT©
©ALLSOURCE
ANALYSIS,
INC. 2016 for Human Rights in North Korea
Copyright
2021 by the
Committee

located
onthis
the south
bank
of the Sol-the
one
time
village
supported
gol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
activities
of the mine 1 kilometer
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
tofoot
theand
north.
No changes
wereit.
two road
bridges connect
observed
in
this
area
on
imagery
The date of establishment of Camp No.
since
2015. However,
25 is unclear.
One report satellite
indicates that
imagery
October
2016 shows
the campfrom
was used
as a prisoner-of-war
camp
housing South
Korean soldiers
at
the
presence
of automobiles
near
thebarracks,
end of the Korean
War.5 that
This, howthe
indicating
there
ever, remains to be verified as it may not
was
still activity in this area.
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which
is located
has been
involved
Areait16,
Reinforced
Guard
in agricultural
activities
since
at
least the
Position
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
Located
along
the northwest
prior to May
28, 1970,
at which time it
section
No. area
14 and
occupiedofanKwan-li-so
irregular shaped
that
measured
approximately
meters by
400
meters
east of the577
security
315 meters is
(631
yards
by 344ofyards)
perimeter
the
second
two and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568

remote reinforced guard positions
with double walls. Between
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
September
2016
August
Korean War
POWs and
to South
Korea, but2017,
he was
arrestedposition
while attempting
to cross the
the guard
appears
toborder
have
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
beenHamgyoung
expanded.
Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do
Kyung-Ok
et al., White Paper
Area
17, Logging
andon Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
Agricultural
National
Unification, Activity
2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

5 “After
the Korean
War,the
it wasKumgwangused as a detention
This
area,
along
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
ch’on
approximately
1 on Human
War).”and
Do Kyung-Ok
et al., White Paper
Rights in North
Korea 2015 (Seoul:
Korea Institute
kilometer
northeast
of the
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
agricultural
village of Kumgwang
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
(39.627778, 126.059167), has three

square
yards) roads
and wasconstructed
expanded slightly
new
logging
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
since
2015. Construction of the
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
roads
began
in 2013
and
likely
(765 yards
by 344
yards)
andwas
encomcompleted
byhectares
2016. These
passed 15.30
(181,987 roads
square
6
yards) (Figure
1, Figure
2).forest
provide
access
to the
west
ofHigh-resolution
an agricultural
support
area
satellite
imagery
from
January 18, 2003,
consisting
of twothrough
large September
buildings
21, 2015,
indicates
that the camp
has
where
there
is evidence
of logging
expanded during this period and that its
activity
(e.g., thinning of the forest).
primary economic activities are centered
No
significant
changes
to this
on agriculture and
light industry
(Figure 3
area
have
been
through
Figure
15).observed since
2015.
However,
the area
is being
Several
small villages
and military
facilities are located in the general area
maintained.
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
Area 18, Road
overhead high voltage power transmisConstruction
sion
cables that runCompleted
from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the
is connected
to the
Area
18southeast.
is in the Itwestern
section
national rail network via the station at
of the camp between the villages
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
ofofCh’ang-dong
(39.604167,
the facility (Figure
16). The closest air
126.063056)
and
facility to Camp No. Kumgwang.
25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s
Sŭngam-ni Air
Base,
Construction
of a temporary
road
located
18
kilometers
south-southwest.
on the east side of the KumgwangThis is a training base, and based on
ch’on
was likely completed by
its mission, organization, and location,
2016.
This
roadprovides
provides
almost certainly
no access
support to
toCamp
support
increased logging
No. 25.

activity in the area. This road was
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
most
likely built to replace the
refine the date of the camps establishment in
original
road Referenced
on the west
of
future updates.
imageryside
includes:
imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
theKH-4B
Kumgwang-ch’on
that
suffered
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
damage caused by seasonal

263

HR
NK
Figure 15

HR
NK

CH’OMA-BC
OA
N
M
G PR NO.
E
N SOT14
. R2I 5
CTED AREA
CAMP

North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp No. 25 - Update 2

analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Area 15, Kilsang-ni

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

Area 19, New Agricultural Activity
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,

Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Area 20, Ch’ang-dong

It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

Area 21, Microwave Communications Facility

COPYRIGHT©
©ALLSOURCE
ANALYSIS,
INC. 2016 for Human Rights in North Korea
Copyright
2021 by the
Committee

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

Area 24, Mining activity immediately outside the west entrance of Kwan-li-so No. 14
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square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

Area 25, motor vehicle maintenance and storage facility northeast of Yongsu-ma-eul.
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square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

Copyright © 2021 by DigitalGlobe NextView License

423

HR
NK

HR
NK

CH’OMA-BC
OA
N
M
G PR NO.
E
N SOT14
. R2I 5
CTED AREA
CAMP

NORTH
KOREA’S
POLITICAL
PRISON
North Korea:
Imagery
Analysis
of Camp
No.CAMP,
25 - Update 2

KWAN-LI-SO NO. 14, UPDATE 1

analysis also
supports changes
escapee and
catalog
of physical
atother
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
the
facility, update its status,
primary economic activity is focused on
develop
evidence
of prisoner
light industry
and agriculture.
Despite
population
size,imagery
and assist
with
extensive satellite
coverage
of the
camp, AllSourceofishuman
presently
the
identification
unable abuses.
to confirm or deny escapee and
rights
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
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to international
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mask
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3
their operations and intentions. It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.
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Treatment
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[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
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Several small
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and engaging
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located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
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This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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Previous reports in the project can be found at https://www.hrnk.org/publications/hrnk-publications.php.
Some interviewees and researchers have occasionally identified the facility as “Political Prison Camp No. 14,” “Camp No. 14,” “Political Prison Camp 14,” or the “Kaech’ŏn
Kwan-li-so.”
3.
The term “high resolution” in this report refers to digital satellite images with a ground sample distance (GSD) of less than 1 meter. The GSD is the distance between
adjacent pixel centers when measured on the ground.
4.
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Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

COPYRIGHT©
©ALLSOURCE
ANALYSIS,
INC. 2016 for Human Rights in North Korea
Copyright
2021 by the
Committee

at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.

Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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