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Introduction

As part of a joint undertaRing with the
Committee for Human Rights in North
KKorea (HRNK) to use satellite imagery

to shed light on human suffering in the
Democratic People’'s Republic of Korea
(DPRK, more commonly known as North
KKorea), AllSource Analysis has been mon-
itoring activity at political prison facilities
throughout North Korea. This report details
activity at the facility commonly Rnown as
Camp 15

Executive Summary

AllSource Analysis analyzed imagery of
the North IKorean political prison facility
Rnown as Camp 15 (also known as Kwan-
Ii-so 15, Political Prison Facility 15 or YodoR
Political Prison Camp) and its immediate
environs using pan-sharpened multispec-
tral satellite imagery collected by Digital-
Globe and Airbus Defense and Space from
March 2011 through December 2014. The
imagery from September 2013 through
December 2014 provides the focus of
this report; March 2011 imagery was used
to validate or negate analytical findings.
Imagery analysis helped determine the
operational status of Camp 15 based on
changes in the following features:

» Guard positions and entrances

» Housing and agricultural support
facilities and activity

» Hydroelectric facilities

» Internal road network

» Lightindustrial facilities

» Mining and forestry activity
» Miscellaneous activity

» Security perimeter and associated road
networR

Based on analysis of these features, Camp
15 remains an operational political prison
camp and is, by DPRK standards, a mature
and well-maintained facility.

Itis important to reiterate the analytical
caution presented in previous reports
produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis (e.g, North Korea’s Camp 22,
North Korea’s Camp 25, etc.). North Korean
officials, especially those within the Korean
People’s Army and the internal security
organizations, clearly understand the
importance of implementing camouflage,
concealment and deception (CCD)
procedures to masR their operations and
intentions. It would not be unreasonable
to assume that they have done so here,

as was the case with the closure of Camp
22 in Hoerydng, Hamgydng-bukto. If this
is true, it would lend credence to recent

reports that indicate North Korean au-
thorities have transferred prisoners out of
Camp 15. If farmers and laborers from other
locations have replaced the prisoners at
Camp 15, such activity would not be readily
discernible on satellite imagery.

Location and Organization

Camp 15, located 119 Rilometers (Rm) north-
east of the capital city of P'ydngyang and
65 Rm southwest of Hamhung, is isolated
deep in a forested mountainous region of
the PuRtaebong-sanmaeR (i.e, mountain
range). It occupies an irregularly shaped
area that measures approximately 235
Rm by 25.7 Rm, has a perimeter of approx-
imately 85 Rm, and encompasses 36,500
hectares (365 square Rilometers) with 42
named villages. It is generally bisected by
the IpsdR-ch'dn (i.e, stream) that runs from
north to south and is further divided by its
tributary system consisting of the Tae-
suR-gang, S6sukRgang, Yangjadong-gang,
and Yongch'dng-gang. Functionally, the
majority of villages and agricultural, mining
and light industrial activities are located
along these waterways. The primary
entrance to Camp 15 is approximately
9.25 Rm by road north of the city of YoddR
in Yodokgun, Hamgyodng-namdo, at the
village of S6rim-dong. A minor secondary
entrance is located on the northern

COPYRIGHT ©ALLSOURCE ANALYSIS, INC. 2015 2




NORTH

KOREA'S CAMP 15

perimeter near the village of Mayu-dong.
The camp has a secondary road that
connects it indirectly to the national
highway system. There is no direct rail
link to the camp. However, there is a rail
station 21 Rm south of the camp. Power
for the camp appears to be provided

by the camp’s own small hydroelectric
power plants rather than the national grid.

Imagery Analysis

For analytical purposes, the camp is
divided into the security perimeter, 21
discrete locations, and miscellaneous
activities (Figure ).

Security Perimeter

The 85 kRm security perimeter surround-
ing the camp consists of a patrol road
and barbed wire fence, punctuated by
two entrances and 25 guard positions
(Figure 2). The main entrance and
checkpoint is located on the southern
perimeter at Sorim-dong. The smaller
secondary entrance and checkpoint is

on the northern perimeter, approximately
2.1 Rm north of the village of Mayu-dong.
Although not all guard positions are po-
sitioned to provide overlapping fields-of-
view of the camp, they are located along
the most obvious routes of escape and
appear to be well maintained and in good
repair. The patrol road and barbed wire
fence are well maintained. The absence
of any vehicles along the perimeter patrol
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North IKorea: Imagery Analysis of Camp 15

road, or at the guard positions, suggests
that guards rotate positions on foot rather
than by vehicle. Neither the security
perimeter of the camp nor the entrances
and checkpoints have changed between
September 2013 and December 2014.

Area 1, S6rim-dong - Camp entrance and
administration, support and housing
areas

Figure 2

The village of S6rim-dong, located at

the confluence of the Ipsdn-ch’on (i.e,
stream) and the Yongch'dn-gang (i.e,
river), serves as Camp 15's main entrance
and primary administrative, support,

and housing area (Figure 3). The area is
active and all buildings and roads are well
maintained. No changes of significance
are identifiable in the imagery between
September 2013 and December 2014,

Area 2, Maehae-dong South

The area immediately south of Mae-
hang-dong is primarily dedicated to
agriculture with what appears to be a light
industrial building and several support
and guard buildings (Figure 4). A small
hydroelectric power plant on the east
side of the Ipsdn-ch’on receives its water
from a diversion dam 1.7 Rm to the north.
The only changes of significance in the
imagery collected between September
2013 and December 2014 are the
removal of one housing building and
three small support buildings.

A Entrance and checkpoints

® Guard position

=== Camp perimeter

“+—+ Inner perimeter fence
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Area 3, Maehae-dong

The village of Maehang-dong is located
on the Ipsdn-ch’on and consists of what
is reported to be the housing area for
WorRer Unit #2, administration and
guard buildings, additional housing, a
threshing house and what is reported

to be a Leadership Museum (Figure 5).
Defectors report that prisoner executions
have been conducted on a sandbar along
the Ipsdn-ch’on immediately southeast of
the village. The only significant change in
the imagery collected between Sep-
tember 2013 and December 2014 is the
removal of one small support building.
Two housing buildings are having some
work done to their roofs.

Area 4, Sanghwadok South

The Sanghwadok South area is
immediately south of the village of
SanghwadoR along the Ipsdn-ch’on. This
area is dedicated to agriculture and what
defectors identify as a housing area for
unmarried prisoners (Figure 6). A series
of five unknown circular excavations are
located on the west side of the valley.
Extending across the Ispon-ch’on are
both a bridge and a diversion dam that
feeds the small hydroelectric plant at
Maehae-dong, 1.7 Rm to the south. Since
2011, there has been a low level of activity
in the riverbed immediately north and
south of the dam that consists of an
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open grid of neatly constructed piles of
rock. North of the dam, there were four in
2011, none in 2013, and ten in 2014. The
purpose of this activity is unclear. There
were no significant changes observed in
the imagery between September 2013
and December 2014.

Area 5, Sanghwadok

The village of SanghwadoR is on the
Ipsdn-ch’on and consists of agricultural
support buildings, a livestock confine-
ment area, and a threshing house (Figure
7). Across the Ipson-ch'on is a small
hydroelectric power plant, and a small
light industrial facility sits on the east
side of the stream. The SanghwaddR
area has been reported in the past to be
the location for the Worker Unit #3 flour
mill and worker housing area. Neither of
these facilities are visible in the imagery
collected between September 2013 and
December 2014. Since 2011, there has
been a low level of activity in the riverbed
immediately north and south of the dam
that consists of neatly constructed piles
of rock. South of the dam, there were no
piles in 2011, 40 in 2013 and 40 in 2014.
The purpose of this activity is unclear.

Area 6, Sanggokt'an

The village of SanggoRt'an on the east
side of the Ipsdn-ch’'on consists of a
worRer housing area (reported to be
Worker Unit #4), a threshing house, and

a small hydroelectric power plant that is
fed from a reservoir 4.1 km to the north
(Figure 8). No changes were observed in
the imagery collected between Septem-
ber 2013 and December 2014.

Area 7, IpsoR-ri

The village of IpsdR-ri is on the east
banRk of the Ipsdn-ch’on and consists
of a small housing area and agricultural
support buildings (Figure 9). On the west
side of the village is a small hydroelectric
power plant that is probably fed from the
diversion dam across the Ipsdn-ch’'on,
1.25 Rm to the northwest. No changes
were observed in the imagery collected
between September 2013 and December
2014,

Area 8, IKach’ang-dong

[Kach’ang-dong is located on the west
bank of the Ipsdn-ch’on and consists of
a housing area and a threshing house
(Figure 10). The fields to the west have
been reported to have been used to
cultivate poppies (i.e,, an “Opium Farm”).
No changes were observed in the
imagery between September 2013 and
December 2014.

Area 9, Ogu-dong

The village of Ogu-dong is located on
the west bank at the confluence of the
Ipsdn-ch’on and Yangjadong-gang. It
consists of a small housing area (Figure

11). This location has been reported to be
the site of the “SosutR Valley Gold Mine.”
No significant mines have been observed
in the vicinity. Several buildings on the
west side of the Yangjadong-gang, how-
ever, have the appearance of possibly
being used for large-scale panning. No
changes were observed in the imagery
collected between September 2013 and
December 2014.

Area 10, Pém-dong East

Located on the east bank of the
Taesuk-gang, this area contained five
buildings (possibly related to logging)

in September 2013 imagery that are
removed in the December 14, 2014, image
(Figure 12). No other changes of signifi-
cance were observed in the imagery.

Area 11, Pém-dong

Located at the head of a small valley,
POdm-dong is a mining area that consists
of administration, storage, garage, and
housing buildings (Figure 13). On the
north side of the village are a reservoir
and earthen dam. The primary mine head
and tailings pile is located approximately
5 kRm to the south. Imagery suggests
that this mining facility might have been
abandoned by September 2013 and that
one support/processing building was
razed between the September 2013 and
December 2014 image.




HE NORTH KOREA'S CAMP 15

Figure 3
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Figure 4
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Figure 5
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Figure 6
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Figure 7
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| Reported location of Worker Unit #4 housing
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Figure 10
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Figure Il

Area 9. Ogu-dong
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Building removed

Area 10. P6m-dong East
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Figure 13
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Area 12, Taesung-ni

The village of Taesung-ni consists of a
small number of agricultural buildings
and a diversion dam across the
TaesuR-gang for irrigation (Figure 14). A
175-meter (m) bridge along the western
edge of the village was washed out
during flooding in 2013, but it has been
rebuilt by the time of the December 14,
2014, image. No other changes were ob-
served in the imagery collected between
September 2013 and December 2014,

Area 13, Mayu-dong

The village of Mayu-dong consists of
several large concrete buildings with a
guard tower (Figure 15). Their location,
size, and the presence of the guard tower
indicates that this facility probably serves
as headquarters, administration, and bar-
racRs for the security forces quarding the
northern sector of Camp 15. It might also
house a small number of detainees. The
winding road leading west and north of
the facility leads to the small secondary
entrance to the camp at Manam-nyong,
approximately 2.1 Rm to the north. A new
dirt road is under construction south of
the main building in the December 2014
image that was not there previously. No
additional changes were observed on the
imagery collected between September
2013 and December 2014.
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Area 14, Northern entrance and check-
point

A small secondary entrance and checRk-
point to Camp 15 is located approximately
2.1 Rm north of the security facility at
Mayu-dong (Figure 16) at Manam-nydng
(i.e, Manam [Pass). No changes were ob-
served in the imagery collected between
September 2013 and December 2014.

Area 15, Chik-tong North

The area of Chik-tong north begins at the
confluence of two streams then extends
up two small valleys (Figure 17). The road
up the western valley has been washed
out in at least four locations since Sep-
tember 27, 2013. New small-scale logging
activity was observed at two locations up
the eastern valley since September 2013.

Area 16, Sosung-ni East

Located 1.5 Rm up the Sosun-gang and
east of the village of Sosung-ni, is a
mining activity with a retention pond,
processing building, and housing area
(Figure 18). Between September 2013 and
December 2014, mining activity appears
to have ceased and the three processing
and one support buildings and some
mining infrastructure have been razed.

Areal7, Lim-san

Located 1.7 Rm east of SanggoR'tan in a
small valley is what has been identified
as the “Lim-san Valley Goat Farm” (Figure
19). Imagery collected between March
2011 and December 2014 confirms the
presence of a small livestock pen and
grazing area. Unknown circular excava-
tions are visible on the western side of
the valley.

Area 18, Yongp’yong-ni West

This area is located 1.5 Rm northeast of
the confluence of the Ipsdn-ch’on and
the Yongch'dn-gang, and on the east side
of the Yongch'dn-gang. This primarily
agricultural area consists of a small wood
products factory (e.g, furniture, etc.) and
agricultural support buildings (Figure

20). Located directly west of these
facilities on the west bank appears to be
a small-scale mining activity. Although
the mining activity appears present and
operational in September 2013 and
December 2014 imagery, seven buildings
immediately south of it have been razed.
No additional changes were observed in
the imagery collected between Septem-
ber 2013 and December 2014.

Area 19, Yongsang-ni South

Located | Rm southwest of the village
of Yongsang-ni, on the north side of the

Yongch'dn-gang, is an agricultural area
with a small group of houses and a fish
farm (Figure 21). Imagery indicates that
between September 2013 and December
2014, a total of seven housing units

were razed. An agricultural building has
what appears to be a collapsed roof. No
additional changes were observed on the
imagery collected between September
2013 and December 2014.

Area 20, Yongsang-ni

The village of Yongsang-ni is located on
the south side of the Yongch'dn-gang. It
consists of a housing area and a thresh-
ing house; across the river is a livestock
facility and a fish farm (Figure 22). No
changes of significance were observed in
the imagery collected between Septem-
ber 2013 and December 2014.

Area 21, S6ng-ni

The agricultural village of S6ng-ni

is located 2.1 km east-northeast of
Sorim-dong. Surrounded by cultivated
fields, the village consists of a housing
area, agricultural support buildings, and
a possible poultry facility (Figure 23). No
changes were observed in imagery from
September 2013 and December 2014,
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Figure 14

Area 12. Taesung-ni
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Figure 15

Possible security related facility

Area 13. Mayu-dong
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Figure 16

Area 14. Northern entrance and checRkpoint
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Figure 17

Road washed out
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Area 15. Chik-tong North
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Figure 18
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Figure 19
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Figure 20

Reported mine site

Area 18. Yongp'yong-ni West
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Figure 21
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Area 19. Yongsang-ni South
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Figure 22

Area 20. Yongsang-ni
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Figure 23
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Miscellaneous Activities

Immediately outside the western
perimeter, on the highest peak of
P'yongp’ung-san, there is an air defense
or communications facility. Other than
this one facility, there are no readily
discernible security, military, or other
facilities in the immediate vicinity of the
camp'’s perimeter.

There is likely an economic and social
relationship between Camp 15 and the
city of YodoR, however, the nature of this
relationship is presently unknown.

Assessment

Observations and analysis derived from
DigitalGlobe and Airbus Defense and
Space satellite imagery collected from
March 2011 through December 2014—
combined with defector reports, previous
HRNK satellite imagery reports, and publicly
available information—indicate that:

» Ifthose worRing at the camp are
prisoners, the prisoner population

within the camp has likely remained
relatively constant over the period
examined. The possible exception

to this is the small mining activity at
Sosung-ni East, which appears to
have been shut down between 2013
and 2014. The effect that this has
had on the camp’s population, if any,
cannot be reasonably determined
without further information.

If those worRing at the camp are pris-
oners, the prisoner population almost
certainly maintains the agricultural
fields, orchards, and livestock, and
worRs in the camp’s wood products
and light industrial factories.

The security perimeter, which consists
of a barbed wire fence, patrol road,
two entrance/checkpoints and 25
guard positions, is well maintained
and shows no sign of change.

Aside from the apparent closure of
the small mining activity at Sosung-ni,

housing units, and structural changes
to agricultural support buildings—all
of which are consistent with normal
life in rural North Korea—the ad-
ministrative, barracks, housing, light
industrial and support buildings and
grounds are well maintained and in
good repair. The grounds around
these structures and the road network
throughout the camp (except in one
small, isolated location) are well
maintained and in good repair. In fact,
significant efforts have been made

to repair roads, fords, and bridges
damaged by flooding during 2013.

There is a diversity of agricultural
production, and almost all agricultural
fields and orchards are well defined,
maintained, and irrigated.

The livestocR facilities are well
maintained and suggest a diversity of
herds.

The camp’s fish farms are well main-

» Hydroelectric power is available from
a network of diversion dams, reser-
voirs, and small power plants.

Recommendations

Continued monitoring of Camp 15 is
recommended to develop an objective
baseline understanding of the camp’s
activities, maintain an evidentiary catalog
of physical changes at the facility, deter-
mine its status, develop more conclusive
evidence of prisoner population size, and
assist with the identification of possible
human rights abuses. Through interviews
with former prisoners and guards, as

well as individuals or organizations

with access to sources in the Camp 15
area, AllSource Analysis and HRNIK will
endeavor to determine if we are again
witnessing a camp closure similar to
Camp 22, or whether Camp 15 continues
to be a fully functional, albeit “restruc-
tured” detention facility.

some minor changes in the number of tained and show no sign of change.
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Location Latitude (N) Longitude (E)
Camp 15 entrance 39.671 126.852
Ch'dngsong-dong 39.731 126.923
Changp’'o-dong 39.726 126.910
Chebinae 39.710 126.900
Chik-tong 39.809 126.832
ChiRtun-dong 39.800 126.851
Choégunch’on 39.774 126.905
HagoRt'an 39.714 126.834
HahwaddkR 39.694 126.844
Hamhing 39.966 127.489
llgdn-dong 39.768 126.832
Ipdng-ni 39.777 126.836
K'Un Kandn'gae 39.823 126.874
IKach’ang-dong 39.739 126.832
IKimsang-gol 39.825 126.870
Maehang-dong 39.690 126.843
Manam-nydng 39.861 126.813
Mandm-dong 39.839 126.807
Mayu-dong 39.839 126.807
MuRp'o-dong 39.788 126.799
Nae-dong 39.713 126.940
Oe-dong 39.706 126.914
Ogu-dong 39.751 126.829
Songmal-tong 39.780 126.833
P'ydngbach’i 39.735 126.909
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Location Latitude (N) Longitude (E)
P'yongjol-li 39.740 126.911
P'ydéngyang 39.083 125.833
Paeksan-ni 39.833 126.883
Paektong-ni 39.694 126.883
[P8ltang-dong 39.829 126.968
Pdltang-gol 39.829 126.968
Pdm-dong 39.801 126.808
SanggokRkt'an 39.719 126.841
Sanghwadok 39.703 126.845
Sant'aegae 39.752 126.964
Sasu-gol 39.722 126.900
Song-ni 39.686 126.875
Songgjik 39.816 126.875
Sorim-dong 39.674 126.851
Sosungni Kogwol-tong 39.761 126.879
Sosung-ni 39.773 126.858
Sosungni-Norugimogi 39.773 126.922
Taep'o-dong 39.738 126.909
Taesung-ni 39.800 126.838
Taesungni-NorumoR 39.838 126.923
Umdalmal 39.708 126.881
Yangja-dong 39.757 126.799
YodoRk 39.611 126.843
Yongch'én-ni 39.683 126.867
Yongp'ydng-ni 39.687 126.867
Yongsang-ni 39.704 126.873
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HRNK is the leading U.S.-based bipartisan, non-governmental organization in
the field of North IKorean human rights research and advocacy, tasked to focus
international attention on human rights abuses in that country. It is HRNIK's mis-
sion to persistently remind policy maRers, opinion leaders, and the general public
in the free world and beyond that more than 20 million North IKoreans need our
attention.

Since its establishment in 2001, HRNK has played an important intellectual
leadership role on North IKorean human rights issues by publishing twenty major
reports (available at http://hrnR.org/publications/hrnR-publications.php). HRNK
became the first organization to propose that the human rights situation in North
IKorea be addressed by the UN Security Council. HRNIKK was directly, actively and
effectively involved in all stages of the process supporting the work of the UN
Commission of Inquiry. In the past five years, HRNK has been invited five times to
provide expert testimony before the U.S. Congress.

AllSource Analysis, Inc. helps customers by focusing on what's most important—
changes that directly impact their organizations. Our team of professional imagery,
geospatial and open source research analysts are backed by direct access to the
satellite imagery collections from numerous providers of sub-meter resolution
imagery. AllSource Analysis Reeps a constant eye on the world to provide early
insights into the business, market, military and political changes that impact
people around the world.

All satellite imagery in this document: Airbus and DigitalGlobe
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